
��PER COPY
(GST included)

www.southsasknews.ca

Trust us with 
what matters 
most.

215 - 3rd Ave. W., Melville, SK 306.728.2165
www.trustmarkinsurance.ca HOME | AUTO | FARM | BUSINESS | LIFE & HEALTH

Weedmark’s travel questioned 
Moosomin-Montmartre MLA says he paid for 

private jet to government announcement
By Ryan Kiedrowski 

Grasslands News 

Most people won’t get the chance to 
fly around in a luxury jet, but Moosom-
in-Montmartre MLA Kevin Weedmark 
isn’t most people. The local politician was 
taken to task by the opposi-
tion NDP recently after two 
separate videos surfaced of 
Weedmark embarking on 
trips around Saskatchewan 
by jet, to an estimated com-
bined cost of $108,000.

The controversy centres 
on an Aug. 27 itinerary that 
took Weedmark from Moo-
somin to Lloydminster, 
Saskatoon, Regina and 
back to Moosomin aboard 
a privately chartered air-
craft, a trip documented 
in a social media “day in 
the life” video posted by a staff member 
identified as Ashley Bochek, Assistant 
Publisher with the World Spectator news-
paper, which Weedmark owns.

The video in question showed Bochek 
highlighting the aircraft’s amenities be-
fore accompanying Weedmark to a gov-
ernment announcement in Lloydminster, 

lunch and shopping in Saskatoon, another 
government-related event and a brief stop 
in Regina to drop Bochek off before the 
aircraft returned to Moosomin.

NDP Health Critic Meara Conway said 
the images in the deleted video stand in 
sharp contrast to the financial pressures 

facing Saskatchewan fami-
lies.

“They called it a ‘day 
in the life.’ For most Sas-
katchewan people, a day 
in the life means worry-
ing about making rent or 
their mortgage payment, 
keeping the lights on and 
whether there’s enough 
left at the end of the month 
for groceries — not hop-
ping around the province 
on a private jet,” she said 
during a media conference 
Sept. 8.

The Opposition has writ-
ten to Weedmark asking him to disclose 
the cost of the charter, who paid for it, 
whether taxpayers covered any portion of 
the expense, whether the travel received 
prior approval, and in what capacity the 
staff member accompanied him.

By Connie Schwalm
Grasslands News 

People in Kipling and 
area will be waiting lon-
ger to see a doctor again as 
one of the physicians who 
came to the community 
last fall has left.

Trent Truscott with 
the Saskatchewan Health 
Authority says that Dr. 
Muntaha Durrani noti-
fied the SHA in early July 
of her plan to leave at the 
end of August, after com-
pleting one year of her 
three-year contract and 
paying an undisclosed 
amount to terminate that 
contract.

Truscott says it may be 
some time before a third 
doctor arrives in Kipling 
to fill the vacancy.

“We’ve applied through 
the SIPPA Program for 
another physician and 
Kipling is on the list,” he 
explains. “There is one 
iteration of SIPPA physi-
cians who have just fin-
ished the program and 
will be coming out in Oc-
tober because they have 
to wait for their licensing. 
But Kipling will not be 
part of that because we did 
not receive Dr. Durrani’s 
resignation in time to put 
our name in for that itera-
tion. So, Kipling is on the 
list for the next iteration, 
and it will be November 
or December before we 
hear anything about that. 
Those physicians wrap up 
at the end of December, 
and come out with their 
licensing requirements 
met, usually in January. 
So, it will likely be the 
new year before we have 
a third doctor in Kipling, 
although the job is posted 
and we could have appli-
cants before that.”

However, he stresses 
that measures remain in 
place to support the two 
remaining physicians and 
ensure full health services 
remain available at both 
the hospital and clinic.

“We still have Vir-
tual Physician in place 

in Kipling and that will 
not change since we are 
down to two physicians,” 
Truscott says. “It has 
been working well and is 
an asset to Kipling and to 
rural Saskatchewan. We 
also have our Additional 
Authorized Practice 
Nurse in place. We im-
plemented that two years 
ago and she is the first one 
practicing in southern 
Saskatchewan, outside of 

communities in the far 
north. She is providing a 
hugely valuable service, 
seeing people who would 
otherwise be seeing the 
doctor. Clinic staff book 
time slots for patients and 
they see her at the hospi-
tal. That means that she is 
also available to help out 
in the Emergency Room 
and provides significant 
leadership within the or-
ganization at the hospital, 
while still seeing Primary 
Care patients.”

“We also have another 
very familiar Nurse Prac-
titioner who has been 
working on a casual basis 
in the community and has 
agreed to come back and 
work more hours than she 
normally does from Sep-
tember until December,” 
he continues. “Our other 
Nurse Practitioner is 
still on Maternity Leave, 
so we don’t have a full-
time Nurse Practitioner 
working in Kipling at the 
moment. But we are very 
happy that this one indi-
vidual has bumped up her 
availability for us. We’re 
also working with an-
other Additional Autho-
rized Practice Nurse who 
may be able to help out 
in the clinic. That hasn’t 

been finalized yet, but 
we’re hoping that comes
to fruition. And we are al-
ways looking for Locums 
and do have one who is
working in the commu-
nity occasionally, so we’re
hoping to find more.”

Although Truscott ac-
knowledges that people 
may consider seeking 
health care in another 
community, he says they
might find that decision 
comes with drawbacks as 
well and points out that 
health services remain 
available in Kipling.

“I certainly understand 
why people might decide
to go elsewhere for health 
services,” he admits. “But
the Emergency Room in
Kipling will remain open
and operations at the hos-
pital will remain largely 
the same. So, I would en-
courage them to think
about how long they might
wait if they choose to go to
another hospital, when
the Emergency Room in
Kipling is open and that
facility is closest to them.
And if they are going to 
the clinic or booking an 
appointment to see a doc-
tor in another location, I
would encourage them to
consider the fact that we 
do have two physicians 
remaining in Kipling. 
That is down from the 
three doctors that we typ-
ically have there, so wait
times will likely increase. 
But we also have our Ad-
ditional Authorized Prac-
tice Nurse at the hospital
and a Nurse Practitioner 
available for an increased 
number of hours. So, I 
would encourage people
with non-emergency situ-
ations or somebody who
wants to book a regular
appointment with a doc-
tor to contact the clinic. If 
wait time is their worry,
people can talk to the staff 
at the clinic and find out
how long they would ex-
pect to wait to see some-
one. It might not be as
long a wait time as they 
might think.”

Kipling loses physician;
replacement months away

SHA says health services stable despite
recent doctor’s departure

“We still have Virtual Phy-
sician in place in Kipling and 
that will not change since we 
are down to two physicians.” 

- Trent Truscott  SHA

Hail from the heavens
Report of hailstones the size of golf balls circulated on social media after the sec-
ond of two hailstorms that pummeled Kipling and the surrounding area on Sun-
day, September 6. There have been reports of damage to gardens, vehicles and 
crops in the area but happily there have been no reports of extensive damage.  

Kevin Weedmark
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Saskatchewan visit
Federal Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre met with reporters in Regina on
Labour Day, talking trade and tax cuts. 

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

Conservative Leader 
Pierre Poilievre used a 
Labour Day stop in Regina 
to call on Prime Minister 
Mark Carney to release 
details of Ottawa’s tariff 
strategy with the United 
States, arguing Canadians 
deserve to know the costs 
of retaliatory measures 
while unveiling what he 
described as a Conser-
vative economic action 
plan focused on tax cuts, 
resource development 
and reducing government 
spending. 

“We honour them 
today,” Poilievre said of 
Canadian workers. “We 
want to fight for those 
people. We want to fight 
for their jobs, for their 
costs for living, for their 
future. We want this to 
be, again, a country filled 
with promise.” 

Poilievre said Cana-
dians remain united in 
opposing tariffs imposed 
by U.S. President Donald 
Trump but argued the 
federal government has 
not provided enough in-
formation about its own 
response.

“All Canadians stand 
united in denouncing the 
President’s unacceptable 
tweets, trolling, and tar-
iffs,” he said. “We have to 
stand united for our coun-
try, its workers and all of 
our people.” 

Back on Aug. 22, 

Trump launched tariffs 
on some $28 billion worth 
of Canadian goods, to 
which Carney imposed 
counter-tariffs estimated 
at around $20 billion effec-
tive Sept. 8 on hundreds 
of items including dairy 
products, wood products, 
aluminum, and steel. 

The Conservative 
leader called on Carney to 
publicly release what he 
described as a previously 
negotiated trade agree-
ment with the United 
States that was ultimately 
rejected.

“Canadians deserve to 
see the deal that the Prime 
Minister had apparently 
accepted with President 
Trump,” Poilievre said. 
“There must have been 
a written record of that 
deal. The only people who 
haven’t seen it are the Ca-
nadian people.” 

He also urged the gov-
ernment to disclose its 
economic analysis of 
planned Canadian count-
er-tariffs.

“The Prime Minister 
said that tariffs are taxes,” 
Poilievre said. “We’re 
just asking him to share 
that data with Canadi-
ans. Every single mother, 
small business owner and 
senior should know what 
they will pay in these new 
counter tariffs.” 

Poilievre argued Cana-
dians are already strug-
gling with affordability.

“Canadians cannot 
afford to live,” he said. 

“People are turning back 
items at grocery check-
outs because they’ve run 
out of money. You have to 
empty your bank to fill up 
your gas tank.” 

The Conservative 
leader outlined a series of 
policy proposals he said 
would form an economic 
action plan to strengthen 
Canada’s economy during 
the trade dispute.

“We’re proposing a real 
plan to save Canadians 
money and jobs,” he said.

Among the proposals, 
Poilievre called for cuts 
to what he described as 
wasteful government 
spending, the elimina-
tion of carbon taxes, 
the removal of taxes on 
homebuilding, faster per-
mitting for housing and 
major infrastructure proj-
ects, and changes to immi-
gration policy.

“We need to regain con-
trol of immigration. Cana-
dians must come first for 
jobs, homes and health 
care,” he said. 

He also pledged to elim-
inate industrial carbon 
taxes affecting manufac-
turing sectors including 
steel, aluminum, and fer-
tilizer production.

“We make a lot of fer-
tilizer here in Saskatche-
wan, but it’s being carbon 
taxed,” Poilievre said. 
“We also pay carbon tax 
on the steel made at Evraz 
and in other Canadian 
steel makers. We want to 
get rid of all those taxes.” 

Poilievre called on 
Ottawa to accelerate ap-
provals for resource and 
infrastructure develop-
ments.

“Mr. Carney, you have 
500 projects sitting on 
your desk waiting for a 
federal permit,” he said. 
“You just need to get out 
of the way and approve 
the 500 projects.” 

During the ques-
tion-and-answer session, 
Poilievre was asked 
whether potential esca-

lation of the Canada-U.S. 
trade dispute would 
change his approach.

“I think it actually 
sparks greater need for an 
economic action plan,” he 
said. “If the tariff dispute 
escalates even more, then 
we will have to focus on 
what we can control here 
at home.” 

He again called for the 
government to publish its 
analysis of counter-tar-
iffs.

“The Prime Minister 
has admitted that tariffs 
will be a tax on consum-
ers,” Poilievre said. “We 
just want him to release 
that analysis so that sin-
gle moms, small business 
owners and seniors know 
what they’re going to 
have to pay.” 

When asked whether 
he supports Canada’s 
planned counter-tariffs, 
Poilievre again stopped 
short of offering a direct 
endorsement, instead re-
peating his demand for 
more transparency.

“We have to see the 
government’s analysis 
of the cost of counter tar-
iffs to Canadian families 
and small businesses,” he 
said. “The Prime Minister 
has called his counter tar-
iffs taxes on consumers. 
So we want to know what 
this is going to cost.” 

He argued the federal 

government has failed to 
present a comprehensive 
economic strategy.

“We have not seen an 
economic action plan 
to save money and jobs 
for the Canadian people 
right now,” Poilievre said. 
“We have to reverse all of 
those policies with a real 
economic action plan that 
will save money and jobs 
for the Canadian people.” 

Responding to a final 
question about the possi-
bility of additional Cana-
dian tariffs if the United 
States escalates the dis-
pute, Poilievre said his 
goal remains eliminating 
tariffs altogether.

“We’re against the tar-
iff that the Americans 
are imposing,” he said. 
“Our goal is to fight for 
tariff-free trade. We think 
that should be the mission 
here. Tariff-free trade is 
good for Americans and 

Canadians.” 
He concluded by re-

iterating his call for the
government to introduce 
an economic plan focused 
on protecting Canadian 
workers and businesses.

“We think the govern-
ment needs to bring in an
economic action plan that
will save money and jobs
for Canadians,” Poilievre 
said.

Poilievre presses Carney
for tariff transparency

Conservative Party leader makes stop in
Saskatchewan over Labour Day weekend
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Parents concerned
Rural and Remote Health critic Jared Clarke spoke with Wolseley resident 
Jessica McBride about the impact that changes to pediatric diabetic care will 
have on her daughter Brexlee.

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

While the Saskatche-
wan government has been 
highlighting expansions 
at Regina’s Neonatal In-
tensive Care Unit and 
within the Rural and Re-
mote Recruitment Inven-
tive program, the NDP is 
drawing attention to the 
reduction in pediatric dia-
betes care in Regina.

On Aug. 28, Wolseley 
resident Jessica McBride 
and several other families 
received a letter from the 
Southern Saskatchewan 
Diabetes Program inform-
ing them that services 
would be transitioning 
from Regina to Saskatoon 
due to staffing shortages. 
The SHA later issued a 
notification to affected 
families, clarifying that 
some patients may still re-
ceive treatment in Regina 
and the transition to Sas-
katoon for others would 
be temporary. However, 
the situation has raised 
many concerns for Mc-
Bride, whose eight-year-
old daughter Brexlee is a 
Type 1 diabetic and has 
been a patient at the Re-
gina clinic for the past 
several months.

McBride reached out 
to the SHA, Ministry of 
Health, Sask Party, the 
NDP and her local MLA 
Kevin Weedmark to voice 

her concerns. The NDP 
responded by arranging 
for Shadow Minister for 
Rural and Remote Health 
Jared Clarke to meet with 
McBride on Tuesday to 
further understand her 
circumstances.

As McBride sat at her 
kitchen table with Clarke 
and members of the media, 
she described the chal-
lenges that her family has 

faced over the past year. 
Type 1 diabetes is a medi-
cal condition in which the 
pancreas fails to produce 
insulin, a hormone that 
controls blood glucose 
levels in the body. There 
is no cure, but symptoms 
may be managed through 
careful food choices and 
by administration of in-
sulin. In August 2025, it 
was determined that Mc-

Bride’s daughter Brexlee 
had very high blood sugar 
levels. In March 2026, the 
young girl was diagnosed 
with diabetes and began 
regular insulin use. Fol-
low-up appointments are 
necessary to ensure Brex-
lee’s glucose levels remain 
stable and to make appro-
priate adjustments to in-
sulin dosage.

Family and friends 
have been supportive, 
and McBride particularly 
appreciates the positive 
response from staff at 
Brexlee’s school. Yet, Mc-
Bride has relied heavily 
on the team of healthcare 
providers in Regina to 
guide her and her family 
as they navigate the life-
style changes that come 
with a diabetes diagnosis. 
She acknowledged that 
communication is often 
possible through e-mail, 
but in-person consulta-
tion with specialists will 
be required at least every 
three months. Brexlee’s 
next appointment should 
be in November, and 
her mother is concerned 
about the impact of hav-
ing to seek treatment in 
Saskatoon.

“Instead of a one-hour 
drive to Brexlee’s ap-
pointments, it’ll be three 
and a half hours to Saska-
toon. Those relationships 
in Regina that we built 
are gone,” McBride said. 

“For us that means time 
off work; it means travel, 
Saskatchewan doesn’t 
have nice highways in the 
wintertime.”

She also mentioned the 
expense of fuel, meals, 
and overnight accom-
modations that would be 
included in trips to Sas-
katoon. The travel would 
also increase Brexlee’s 
absences from school and 
could disrupt work and 
school for other members 
of the family.

Clarke assured Mc-
Bride, that her efforts to 
advocate for her daugh-
ter also serve as a voice 
for other Saskatchewan 
patients and families who 
are in similar situations. 
On behalf of the NDP, he 
is calling on the govern-

ment to provide answers 
for families with diabetic 
children.

“Our team continues 
to be really disappointed 
with the response from 
the Saskatchewan Gov-
ernment and Saskatch-
ewan Health Authority 
when it comes to the clo-
sure of the Pediatric En-
docrinology and Diabetes 
program in Regina. This 
is going to have real life 
consequences for hun-
dreds of families across 
southern Saskatchewan 
who were relying on this 
care,” Clarke told report-
ers. “We’re disappointed 
that Saskatchewan fam-
ilies like the McBride’s 
have had their life turned 
upside down now with 
having to travel to Sas-

katoon when their child 
needs care for diabetes. 
We’re calling on the Sas-
katchewan Party govern-
ment to come up with a 
concrete plan as to what 
is going to happen to pro-
vide that care in Regina 
going forward.”

The NDP is asking the 
government to provide 
details for how the Regina 
program will be staffed 
and confirmation regard-
ing whether the shift to 
Saskatoon is a temporary 
measure.

 “We want answers so 
that families like the Mc-
Bride’s can have some cer-
tainty in their children’s 
futures of getting health 
care that they desper-
ately need on an ongoing 
basis,” Clarke said.

Diabetes care shift raises
concerns for local family

Brexlee McBride
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- Mom & Tot Gathering Group – 1st Friday each month 10-11:30 a.m.
 – 915 Gambetta Street
- Paint Classes & Pottery – contact Luce Pottery Studio
 for more information – www.lucepottery.com
• Whitewood Figure Skating – contact skating club for more information on 
registration
• Minor Hockey Registration is open – please contact Minor Hockey with 
any questions.
• Sept. 11 – Terry Fox Walk – Whitewood School at 10:45 a.m.
• Sept. 16 – Ringette Eastman MB vs Regina 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
• Sept. 26 – Ringette Eastman MB vs Regina 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Oct. 3 – Whitewood Craft/Trade Show – Whitewood Curling Rink
• Oct. 17 – NHL Hat Auction Fundraiser
• Oct. 18 – Minor Hockey Bottle Drive Fundraiser

Email: general@townofwhitewood.ca
Web Site: www.townofwhitewood.ca

306-735-2210
731 - Lalonde St.

P.O. Box 129
Whitewood, Sask.

S0G 5C0

Recycling
Garbage

Council Meeting Update - Zoom Attendance Protocol

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

GARBAGE / RECYCLING

TOWN OFFICE INFO

UPCOMING EVENTS

UPCOMING GOLF TOURNAMENTS

Recreation Technician / Assistant Manager

Town of Whitewood
P.O. Box 129

Whitewood, SK S0G 5C0
phone 306-735-2210 email cao@townofwhitewood.ca

Or drop it off in person at: 731 Lalonde Street, 
Whitewood, SK.

NOW HIRING:
RECREATION TECHNICIAN / 

ASSISTANT MANAGER

2026 PROPERTY TAX NOTICE

ARENA KITCHEN HIRES

Social media concerns
During a press conference on Sept. 3, Mental Health and Addictions Minister
Lori Carr (left) was joined by Laura Lawrence, executive director of Youth 
Matter Canada, to share the results of a public consultation survey regarding
social media limits for youth. 

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

Most people in Sas-
katchewan support limits 
on what young people are 
exposed to online. That’s 
what a mail-out survey 
launched on May 5 and 
targeted to hit homes 
across the province dis-
covered.

Mental Health and Ad-
dictions Minister Lori 
Carr said over 80 per cent 
of respondents indicated 
there should be some form 
of social media limits for 
young people in Saskatch-
ewan, while many of the 
remaining respondents 
still supported parental 
involvement.

“The results of those 
surveys were pretty over-
whelming that 86 per cent 
of Saskatchewan resi-
dents believe that there 
should be some sort of so-
cial media limits for youth 
within the province of 
Saskatchewan,” Carr said 
during a news conference 
Sept. 3.

The province has al-
ready forwarded the 
findings to the federal gov-
ernment, which is consid-
ering national legislation 
governing youth access to 
social media platforms.

“The purpose of this 
survey was to get the opin-
ion of Saskatchewan par-
ents and families of what 
they thought of social 
media limits,” she said. 
“And they spoke out loud 
and clear and we passed 
that information along 
because we do know that 
they are developing that 
legislation.”

Carr said the province 
wanted to ensure Sas-
katchewan’s views are 
represented as federal leg-
islation is developed.

“I think it’s import-
ant to listen to the people 
that we work for,” she 
said. “We’re here to serve 
Saskatchewan residents. 
We’re here to listen to 
them and that’s what this 
survey did.”

The province mailed 
survey postcards to 
households across Sas-
katchewan this spring 
after Premier Scott Moe 
announced the consul-
tation as a way to help 
shape Saskatchewan’s po-
sition during discussions 
with Ottawa about possi-
ble national restrictions, 
including potential limits 
for youth under 16. At the 
time, the government said 
it wanted to hear directly 
from families before tak-
ing a formal position.

“Over 26,000 Saskatch-
ewan residents sent those 
surveys back into us. 
So that’s a really huge 
sampling,” Carr said, 
acknowledging the re-
sponse represented only 
a fraction of the surveys 
distributed – roughly five 
per cent - but defended its 
significance.

“When you think of all 
of the surveys that you 
guys (media) take on an 

annual basis and the re-
porting that you do based 
on 500 responses, 800 re-
sponses - we got 26,000 
responses from across 
Saskatchewan. We are 
very confident in it.”

She said the remaining 
14 per cent who did not 
support outright limits 
were also asked about pa-
rental involvement.

“Of that other 14 per 
cent, 68 per cent thought 
there should actually 
be parental consent,” 
Carr said. “If you com-
bine the two, it is super 
overwhelming that there 
should be some sort of pro-
tections for our youth.”

The survey was mailed 
directly to households 
rather than conducted on-
line to ensure responses 
came from Saskatchewan 
residents.

“We wanted to talk to 
our residents directly,” 
Carr told Grasslands 
News, when asked why a 
market research company 
such as Saskatoon-based 
Isightrix wasn’t utilized 
instead. “We wanted to en-
sure that we were talking 
directly to the people that 
lived in Saskatchewan 
and not third parties from 
outside of Saskatchewan.”

Households that did 
not receive a survey were 
able to submit responses 
by phone, with those an-
swers included in the final 
results.

Carr was joined by 
Laura Lawrence, execu-
tive director of Youth Mat-
ter Canada, who said the 
survey findings closely 
mirror what her orga-
nization has been hear-
ing from young people 
through its online harms 
prevention program.

“We’ve spent the last 
two years with our online 
harms prevention pro-
gram across the province 
connecting with thou-
sands of youth,” Lawrence 
said.

She said 91 per cent of 
youth between the ages 
of 12 and 18 told the or-
ganization social media 
platforms expose them to 
harmful content, while 85 
per cent reported the plat-
forms affect their mental 
health.

Lawrence said You-
Tube is frequently over-
looked in conversations 
about social media despite 
functioning in much the 
same way through recom-
mendation algorithms.

“The youth share with 
us that YouTube is one of 
the problems because of 
its addictive algorithm, 
the interface, the non-stop 
play, and many youth of 
young ages are exposed to 
harmful content on that 
platform,” she said.

Carr said one finding 
from the survey suggested 
many parents do not view 
YouTube as ‘social media’.

“When we think of 
social media channels, 
whether that be Facebook 
or Twitter or whatever 
that might look like, peo-

ple don’t think of You-
Tube as a social media 
channel, but it really does 
come into play,” she said. 
“Helping parents under-
stand that YouTube does 
have an algorithm and it 
does pull people down. It’s 
the algorithms that are 
out there and YouTube is 
definitely just as harm-
ful as Facebook when it 
comes to algorithms and 
what our youth are see-
ing.”

Lawrence also urged 
governments to consider 
artificial intelligence 
chatbots as legislation is 
drafted.

“The AI chatbots 
impose a real risk and 
threat to kids - especially 
younger kids,” she said. 
“The AI chat bots are 
being left out of some of 
the discussions in this 

Results of gov’t social 
media survey revealed

new legislation or the pro-
posals even at the federal 
level. So I think that’s 
something that we need to 
be paying attention to as 
parents and stakeholders 
as well.”

She compared online 
platforms to other prod-
ucts that are subject to 
regulation because of 
their impact on young 
people.

“When we think about 

harmful products that
affect the cognitive and
socio-emotional develop-
ment for youth, there is 
legislation of many prod-
ucts like alcohol, gaming, 
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tobacco, and these harmful products also require some 
sort of regulation,” Lawrence said.

Governments around the world are increasingly 
examining online platforms because “the data, the re-
search, the science all supports that these spaces, the 
addictive nature of these spaces, YouTube, gaming 
platforms are posing real risk and harm to youth of all 
ages,” according to Lawrence.

Carr said Saskatchewan has not yet decided whether 
it will pursue provincial measures if federal legislation 
falls short.

“This survey was intended to inform the federal gov-
ernment on what the people of Saskatchewan think,” 
she said. “We’ll have to wait and see with our conversa-
tions with the federal government and what the legisla-
tion actually looks like.”

She added the province is keeping an open mind as 
discussions evolve.

“As the research goes forward and as the legislation 
is built, I would say nothing is off the table.”

Carr stated the cost of the survey was around 
$180,000, which is actually down from the estimated 
half-million-dollar pricetag Premier Scott Moe esti-
mated when the campaign was launched. 

Social media survey results
- continued from page 4

By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

The federal seat in the 
House of Commons for 
Yorkton-Melville is offi-
cially vacant as of Sept. 
1, as former Conservative 
MP Cathay Wagantall re-
signed at the end of Au-
gust.

According to Elections 
Canada the date of the 
byelection must be an-
nounced between Sept. 12 
and Feb. 28, 2027.

The by-election must be 

held on a Monday, at least 
36 days but no more than 
50 days after the day the 
by-election is announced. 
According to Elections 
Canada the earliest date 
that the Yorkton–Melville 
by-election can be held is 
Monday, Oct. 19, 2026.

Wagantall was the 10th 
MP to step down this year.

Her resignation fol-
lows the exits of former 
Liberal cabinet minister 
Steven Guilbeault and 
former NDP MP Alexan-
dre Bouleric.

The House of Commons 
is set to return on Sept. 21 
with three new Liberal 
MPs elected in recent bye-
lections, all of which were 
triggered by resignations.

During a recent in-
terview with Grasslands 
News, Regina-Qu’Appelle 
MP Andrew Scheer noted 
it’s “a well-deserved re-
tirement for Cathay. 
We’re going to miss her 
for sure.” 

“She was a wonderful 
member of our provincial 
caucus and a strong voice 
for Yorkton-Melville and 
the surrounding areas,” 
he said. 

Scheer also had praise 
for the riding’s Conser-
vative candidate, Nelson 
Pohl - a Yorkton-area 
farmer and small busi-
ness owner who won the 
nomination June 13.

“We just got to meet 
our candidate - Nelson 
Pohl - and he seems like 
a great guy,” Scheer said. 
“He came to a few of our 
meetings with Saskatch-
ewan caucus. He can hit 
the ground running and 
he’s already shown great 
depth of understanding 
of Saskatchewan issues. 
We’re hopeful that the 
people of Yorkton-Mel-
ville will put their trust 
in him the same way 
they put their trust in Ca-
thay.”

Souris-Moose Moun-
tain MP Steven Bonk also 
noted the strength of the 

prairie voice in Ottawa.
“The Saskatchewan 

caucus would have an 
outsized role in the na-
tional caucus for sure,” 
he said. “When MPs from 
Saskatchewan stand up to 

say something, the whole 
caucus tends to listen.”

“One of the things 
about Saskatchewan 
Conservatives, we have 
such a great depth of 
experience and skill,” 

Scheer added. “We’ve got 
farmers, we’ve got trades 
people, we’ve got just an
incredible breadth of cau-
cus members, and Nel-
son’s going to be a great 
addition to the team.”

Clock starts on Yorkton-Melville federal byelection
Triggered by resignation of Conservative MP Cathy Wagantall at end of August

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan added 2,600 jobs in Au-
gust while employment declined nation-
ally, according to the latest labour force 
figures released by the provincial gov-
ernment.Canada lost nearly 42,000 jobs 
during the month.

Saskatchewan’s unemployment rate 
stood at six per cent, the third lowest 
among the provinces and below the na-
tional rate of 6.4 per cent.

Compared with August 2025, Saskatch-
ewan’s private sector added 18,200 jobs, 
representing an increase of 4.9 per cent.

Construction recorded one of the larg-
est year-over-year gains, adding 6,100 jobs 
for an increase of 12.2 per cent. Manufac-
turing employment rose by 4,900 jobs, or 

18.3 per cent, while finance, insurance, 
real estate and leasing added 3,500 jobs, 
an increase of 11.8 per cent.

Employment also increased in Sas-
katchewan’s two largest cities. Saskatoon 
added 1,300 jobs compared with August 
2025, an increase of 0.6 per cent, while Re-
gina added 5,000 jobs, or 3.3 per cent.

The province also ranked second in 
Canada for year-over-year growth in 
urban housing starts and first among the 
provinces for month-over-month growth 
in building permits.

The provincial government attributed 
the results in part to its labour market 
and investment attraction strategies, 
which are intended to expand Saskatch-
ewan’s workforce and help achieve a 
target of $16 billion in private capital in-
vestment annually.

Saskatchewan adds 2,600 jobs in August
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There is an important distinction between something 
being paid for privately and something being a sensible 
use of an elected official’s time.

Moosomin-Montmartre MLA Kevin Weedmark says 
no taxpayer dollars were used when he chartered a pri-
vate aircraft for an Aug. 27 trip that took him from Moo-
somin to Lloydminster, Saskatoon and Regina before 
returning home. Another trip was also taken in Aug. 
2025 to Saskatoon. 

That answers one of the biggest questions surround-
ing the trip — assuming, as Weedmark says, he person-
ally paid the bill.

But his explanation raises another question that may 
be even more important: Why was the trip necessary in 
the first place?

Weedmark said it would have been difficult to drive 
back and forth across Saskatchewan in time for all the 
events to which he had committed, including a govern-
ment announcement in Lloydminster.

“As a result, I decided to charter a plane from a local 
company at my own personal expense,” Weedmark said. 
“There were no taxpayer dollars involved.”

Opposition Health Critic Meara Conway responded 
simply: “Prove it. Show the receipts.”

Weedmark can settle that part of the controversy 
easily enough. If he paid the charter bill personally, pro-
ducing documentation would put the taxpayer-expense 
question to rest.

But the fact Weedmark says he paid for the flight 
himself creates another legitimate question.

If his presence in Lloydminster was necessary gov-
ernment business, why did he have to personally pay 
extraordinary transportation costs to get there?

Governments have processes for legitimate travel by 
elected officials when that travel is required as part of 
their duties. So was Weedmark required to attend the 
Lloydminster announcement? Was he specifically asked 
to represent the Minister of Health? Or was attending 
something he chose to add to an already crowded sched-
ule?

Those distinctions matter.
If his attendance wasn’t important enough for gov-

ernment to consider the travel necessary, perhaps the 
solution wasn’t to charter an airplane at personal ex-
pense.

Perhaps the solution was simply not to go.
Lloydminster has its own MLA. Other government 

MLAs represent constituencies much closer to Lloyd-
minster than Moosomin-Montmartre. If the government 
needed an MLA at an announcement, why did that MLA 
need to come from the other side of Saskatchewan?

Weedmark is Legislative Secretary to the Minister 
of Health, which may provide a reason for attending a 
health-related announcement. But he is not the Minister 
of Health.

Saskatchewan has 61 MLAs because representation 
is supposed to be local. There should be no expectation 
that every government MLA — or every MLA with some 
connection to a portfolio — needs to criss-cross Sas-
katchewan to attend announcements and ceremonies.

None of this means Weedmark did something wrong 
by spending his own money. If taxpayers paid nothing 
for the charter, that is obviously much different than 
taxpayers picking up the bill.

But public spending isn’t the only issue.
There is also the question of how elected officials use 

their time and what they consider their priorities.
An MLA’s first responsibility should be to the people 

who elected them.
For a rural MLA, there is certainly no shortage of 

work closer to home.
Municipal councils want meetings. Businesses have 

concerns. Health-care facilities need attention. Rural 
roads and highways generate complaints. Schools, 
agricultural producers, volunteer organizations and 
community groups all compete for the attention of their 
provincial representative.

Those aren’t always glamorous assignments. They 
don’t necessarily produce government news releases, 
podium photographs or social media posts.

But they are the job.
There is a tendency in modern politics to measure 

activity by appearances — how many announce-
ments were attended, communities visited and events 
squeezed into a day.

Busy does not necessarily mean productive.
And Weedmark’s explanation illustrates that point 

particularly well. If an MLA’s schedule becomes so geo-
graphically ambitious that a private aircraft is required 
to accomplish it, perhaps the first question shouldn’t be 
how to travel faster.

It should be whether every stop is actually necessary.
That question matters beyond Weedmark and beyond 

the Saskatchewan Party.
Incidents like this inevitably make people question 

the spending and travel habits of every MLA.
People begin asking whether that hotel was neces-

sary. Whether an MLA really needed to attend that con-
ference. Why several politicians travelled to the same 
announcement. Whether the local MLA could have 
represented government instead. And how much tax-
payers are spending on mileage, meals, hotels and other 
expenses associated with political appearances.

That suspicion can be unfair to politicians whose 
travel is entirely legitimate.

Saskatchewan is a large province. MLAs have legis-
lative, committee and caucus responsibilities. Ministers 
have provincial responsibilities that obviously require 
travel outside their constituencies.

But that is precisely why politicians need to exercise 
good judgment.

Every questionable or difficult-to-explain trip makes 

taxpayers more suspicious of the legitimate ones.
It also comes at a time when Saskatchewan residents 

are being asked to watch every dollar themselves. Fam-
ilies are dealing with the cost of groceries, utilities, 
housing, insurance and other necessities. Governments 
routinely talk about fiscal responsibility and making 
difficult choices.

Elected officials should demonstrate the same atti-
tude toward government travel.

Government should also consider whether political 
appearances have become too important.

Does every funding announcement require politi-
cians to travel hundreds of kilometres to stand behind 
a podium? Do multiple MLAs need to attend the same 
event? Could the local MLA make the announcement? 
Does having another politician in the photograph actu-
ally accomplish anything for taxpayers?

There is value in ministers and MLAs visiting 
communities and seeing firsthand what is happening 
outside the Legislature. We don’t want politicians per-
manently sitting behind desks in Regina.

But there needs to be a purpose.
And the same standard should apply regardless of 

party. Saskatchewan Party, NDP or any future govern-
ment, taxpayers should expect elected officials to be 
thoughtful about where they travel, why they travel and 
what public purpose is being served.

Before an MLA travels across Saskatchewan for an 
announcement, the question should be simple: Does this 
particular MLA actually need to be there?

If the answer is yes, legitimate government travel 
should be transparent and defensible.

If the answer is no, there is probably another MLA 
closer to the event who can attend.

Weedmark says the problem on Aug. 27 was that he 
had committed to events too far apart to reach them all 
by road.

Perhaps the better solution wasn’t a faster airplane.
Perhaps it was a different schedule.
Saskatchewan doesn’t need its MLAs everywhere.
It needs them where they matter most — working for 

the people who sent them to the Legislature in the first 
place.

- Chris Ashfield, GNG News
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SGI basic vehicle insurance rates to rise another 3.75 per cent in 2027
By GNG Staff

Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan drivers 
will face another increase 
in basic vehicle insurance 
rates next year after the 
provincial government ap-
proved a 3.75 per cent over-
all Auto Fund rate increase 
effective June 1, 2027.

The increase, which will 
include rate rebalancing 
among different vehicle 
classes, is expected to cost 
the average Saskatchewan 
vehicle owner approxi-

mately $39 more annually.
The government has 

also formally approved 
the 3.75 per cent overall 
increase that took effect 
June 1, 2026. That increase 
had been implemented on 
an interim basis while the 
Saskatchewan Rate Review 
Panel examined SGI’s rate 
application.

The panel acknowledged 
the Saskatchewan Auto 
Fund is facing significant 
financial pressure from 
inflation and rising claims 
costs. SGI said the fund 

experienced record claims 
again this summer, placing 
further strain on its Rate 
Stabilization Reserve.

However, the panel 
did not support proceed-
ing with SGI’s proposed 
3.75 per cent increase in 
June 2027 as submitted. 
It instead recommended 
an immediate 6.5 per cent 
capital-margin increase to 
strengthen the Auto Fund’s 
financial position.

The provincial govern-
ment rejected the larger 
immediate increase and di-
rected SGI to proceed with 
the smaller increase orig-
inally proposed for June 
2027.

“The panel’s recom-
mendations recognize that 
claim costs and inflation 
are putting significant fi-
nancial pressure on the 
Rate Stabilization Reserve 
and overall Auto Fund 
sustainability,” Minister 
Responsible for SGI Jer-
emy Harrison said. “Our 
government’s response 
balances those financial 
realities with our commit-
ment to affordability for 
Saskatchewan drivers.”

A capital-margin in-
crease would have applied 
equally across all vehicle 
classes. SGI’s rate-setting 
approach instead uses re-
balancing to adjust rates 
according to the antici-
pated claim costs associ-
ated with different classes 
and types of vehicles.

As a result, individual 
customers may see in-
creases that are higher or 
lower than 3.75 per cent. 
Rates are calculated using 

anticipated claim costs for 
each make, model and year 
of vehicle.

Opposition highways 
and SGI critic Darcy War-
rington criticized the gov-
ernment for proceeding 
with the 2027 increase 
when Saskatchewan fam-
ilies are already dealing 
with higher living costs.

“This is a terrible deci-
sion as Saskatchewan fam-
ilies are already struggling 
with a cost-of-living crisis 
that the Sask. Party refuses 
to take action on,” War-
rington said in a statement 
released Sept. 4.

Warrington said the 
panel’s report raised seri-

ous concerns about SGI’s 
financial condition and 
indicated the two 3.75 per 
cent increases would not be 
enough to resolve the Auto 
Fund’s financial problems.

“For generations, Sas-
katchewan residents and 
drivers have paid into and 
built up SGI, and after just 
eight years Scott Moe has 
nearly undone it all,” he 
said.

Warrington also linked 
the situation at SGI to fi-
nancial pressures facing 
SaskPower and accused 
the provincial government 
of failing to protect Sas-
katchewan’s Crown cor-
porations. He said an NDP 

government led by Carla
Beck would take a different
approach.

The latest decision
means Saskatchewan mo-
torists will see overall Auto
Fund increases in two con-
secutive years—3.75 per
cent in 2026 and another
3.75 per cent in 2027—al-
though the effect on indi-
vidual vehicle owners will
vary because of rate rebal-
ancing.

The provincial govern-
ment said Saskatchewan is
expected to continue hav-
ing among the lowest basic
automobile insurance rates
in Canada following the
2027 increase.



By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

After the provincial gov-
ernment announced 20 new 
sober-living spaces in Lloyd-
minster, the opposition NDP 
continue to say the SaskParty’s 
work to combat addiction is 
lacking.

The province announced 
Aug. 27 it will provide $225,000 
annually to Oxford House Sas-
katchewan to operate the new 
recovery housing, which offers 
people leaving addictions treat-
ment a substance-free place to 
continue their recovery.

“We want to see Saskatche-
wan residents get the follow-up 
support they need after complet-
ing their addictions treatment,” 
Mental Health and Addic-
tions Minister Lori Carr said. 
“Post-treatment is a vital part of 
recovery and helps people pre-
pare for a healthier, safer return 
to their communities.”

Oxford House Saskatchewan 
has already begun accepting res-
idents into 15 of the spaces, with 
the remaining five expected to 
open in mid-September. The 
program is spread across four 
homes in Lloydminster.

Oxford House Saskatchewan 
CEO Mark Soloway said stable 
housing is a critical piece of 
long-term recovery.

“We are incredibly excited to 
open these new recovery hous-
ing spaces and officially become 
part of the Lloydminster com-
munity,” Soloway said. “For us, 
this expansion is about some-
thing pretty important: making 
sure that when someone has 

done the hard work of going 
through addictions treatment, 
they have a safe, sober and 
affordable place to call home 
when they leave.”

The Saskatchewan Health 
Authority also welcomed the 
expansion.

“Adding 20 more sober-liv-
ing spaces in Lloydminster re-
flects our shared commitment 
to ensuring people can access 
safe, supportive environments 
as they continue their recovery 
journeys,” executive director 
Zoe Teed McKay said.

The announcement brings 
the province to 402 of its prom-
ised 500 new addictions recovery 
spaces under Saskatchewan’s 
Action Plan for Mental Health 
and Addictions.

The government says this 
year’s provincial budget in-
cludes a record $674 million for 
mental health and addictions 
services.

But the announcement comes 
as overdose deaths continue to 
mount across Saskatchewan.

According to recently re-
leased Regina Police Service 
data, there were 705 overdose 
events in that city alone during 
July, including five fatal over-
doses. Police responded to 47 
overdose calls and administered 
naloxone nine times during the 
month.

NDP critic for Mental Health 
and Addictions Leroy Laliberte 
said the numbers illustrate a 
crisis that requires far more 
than increasing bed counts.

“It’s absolutely devastat-
ing,” he told Grasslands News. 

“We’ve been seeing this a lot 
over this past year and years be-
fore. It’s the worst that I’ve ever 
seen.”

Laliberte said frontline work-
ers have repeatedly told him 
they lack the resources needed 
to respond effectively.

“I feel that we’re lacking a 
lot of supports to these frontline 
workers,” he said. “I’ve stood 
with them where they were 
requesting supports from the 
province that they hadn’t been 
receiving for them to be able to 
give proper service to these in-
dividuals that are seeking help.”

While welcoming invest-
ments in recovery housing, Lal-
iberte questioned what happens 
before and after treatment.

“This is a government that 
doesn’t have a prevention or in-
tervention plan,” he said. “They 
also don’t have an aftercare 
model for after a person’s done 
treatment. What happens next?”

He said communities across 
Saskatchewan have developed 
their own recovery initiatives, 
including land-based treatment 
programs and locally designed 
aftercare models, but many 
struggle to secure stable provin-
cial funding.

“There are so many initia-
tives that were brought forward 
by different communities ... but 
they don’t get the support from 
the government, nor do they get 
the community-based funding 
that they need,” Laliberte said.

He also questioned the prov-
ince’s emphasis on reaching its 
target of 500 recovery spaces.

“People are overdosing every 
day in this province,” he said. 

“I know the numbers come 
from the city centres, but for 
the people that I represent in 
Athabasca, we’re faced with the 
same thing. This is happening 
in every part of our province.”

Laliberte said treatment ca-
pacity remains only part of the 
challenge.

He pointed to lengthy waits 
for detoxification and treat-
ment services, arguing that de-
lays can cause people seeking 
help to lose the opportunity for 
recovery.

“Having a two-week or three-
week or six-week waiting list - 
by the time it’s for them to get in 
there, they’re caught right back 
where they were,” he said. “This 
waiting process is not beneficial 
for anybody that’s seeking this 
type of help.”

He said governments should 
work more closely with commu-
nity organizations and frontline 
workers to build a comprehen-
sive addictions strategy.

“We need to be able to sit 
down with people that know 
exactly what the issues are, peo-
ple that have been working the 
front line in the city centres and 
throughout the province,” Lal-
iberte said. “Create a plan. Have 
an actual plan in place.”

The Opposition has also 
questioned how the province 

categorizes its promised recov-
ery spaces, noting they include
a range of services from with-
drawal management and inpa-
tient treatment to sober-living
housing.

Laliberte said more clarity is
needed on what those numbers
represent and whether they
match the needs communities
are experiencing.

“I’d recommend that the
minister start visiting commu-
nities where they’re promising
these beds,” he said. “These are
real issues that need to be dealt
with right now. We’re losing so
many.”

Despite his criticism of the
provincial response, Laliberte
praised the work of organiza-
tions already helping people
struggling with addiction.

“I really commend all of the
people that are out there work-
ing on the front lines,” he said.
“There’s a lot of sacrifice that’s
made in that work.”

He said he intends to con-
tinue raising the issue when the
legislature resumes Oct. 27.

“We’re ensuring that they get
the voice there in the assembly
and to talk about these issues,”
Laliberte said. “That’s what
we’re going to continue to do,
continue to advocate for them.”

8 Grasslands NewsSeptember 11, 2026

We print POSTERS.
Small and Large Format

NEWS | PRINTING

218 - 3rd Ave. W. • Melville, SK.
Email: production@grasslandsnews.ca
Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS

Fighting for research farms

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

For Regina-Qu’Ap-
pelle MP Andrew Scheer, 
the idea of shuttering re-
search farms across Can-
ada simply does not make 
sense. 

He’s not the only one 
- community members, 
researchers, and industry 
have united in opposition 
to the closures.

“There’s not one stake-
holder that thinks this is 
a good idea. There’s not 
one scientist that thinks 
this is a good idea,” he 
told Grasslands News. 
“We’re starting to learn 
a bit of a story about how 
they were concocting the 
numbers for the justifica-
tion, attributing some of 
the research that’s done 
at the centre to other sites 
when really it was done at 
the centre.”

Some optimism came 
back in July when a mem-
orandum of understand-
ing was signed between 
the provincial and federal 
governments, but local 
MPs are seeing that deal 
as only a partial victory. 

“For now, it looks like 
there’s a partial save with 
the province stepping 
in,” Scheer said. But the 
provincial government 
shouldn’t have to carry 
that burden on behalf of 
the Feds. It’s really frus-
trating that the province 

had to backfill the Lib-
eral government aban-
doning the site. To me, it 
shows that Mark Carney 
is no different than Justin 
Trudeau when it comes to 
Western Canada and to 
agriculture.”

Steven Bonk, Souris-
Moose Mountain MP, also 
highlighted what there is 
to lose should the plan to 
close several Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada re-
search farms (including 
the historic Indian Head 
Research Farm) actually 
come to fruition.

“The importance of 
these research stations 
can’t be overstated,” Bonk 
stressed. “About 60 per 
cent of the crop varieties 
that are used now in Sas-
katchewan have been de-
veloped at these research 
centres. If we were to 
lose that genetic informa-
tion and that innovation 
that’s driven from these 
research centres, it’s gone 
forever. And it’s very dif-
ficult for private industry 
to do that by themselves.”

Bonk pointed to the 
Indian Head Research 
Farm’s role in develop-
ing one of Canada’s most 
significant agricultural 
practices.

“One of the biggest 
innovations that’s come 
out of Canadian agricul-
ture in the last 100 years 
would have been zero 
till,” he said. “It’s spread 

all over the world. That 
was pioneered and devel-
oped, and the research 
was done at Indian Head 
Research Center.”

That important re-
search simply cannot be 
duplicated anywhere else, 
according to Scheer.

“The Indian Head site 
is home to some very 
unique soil conditions 
that you can’t replicate 
that research at another 
centre,” he said. “If they 
go ahead with this clo-
sure, we might never 
know what could have 
come from it.”

When it comes to 
what the government 
does put money toward, 
Scheer questions why it 
seems projects outside of 
the country can garner 
funds. One example was 
$8.2 million put into a 
five-year project GORice 
- Gender-Just, Low-Car-
bon, Rice Value Chains in 
Vietnam.

“There isn’t one per-
son that thinks this is a 
good idea other than the 
Liberal Minister of Ag-
riculture,” Scheer told 
Grasslands News. “When 
I look at what the gov-
ernment does fund for 
agricultural research - 
gender just rice farming 
in Vietnam - it just makes 
no sense. On the one hand 
they say, ‘well, we have to 
find efficiencies and sav-
ings’. On the other hand, 

they’re sending Canadian 
tax dollars overseas to do 
ridiculous research on 
woke subject matters that 
don’t provide a single 
benefit to the Canadian 
people.”

Conservative leader 
Pierre Poilievre tackled 
the issue when Grass-
lands News posed the 
question during a recent 
press conference.

“We’ve already made 
a lot of noise about this,” 
he said. “I was just at a 
research farm in Nova 
Scotia a month ago where 
I was joined by the local 
member of the Legislative 
Assembly to condemn the 
Liberal decision to close 

a research farm that had 
consistent genetics on 
livestock cattle that go 
back to before Confedera-
tion. They have livestock 
whose genetic records go 
back to 1850, and the Lib-
erals are not only shut-
ting down the farm, but 
they’re culling the cattle.”

Bonk echoed Poil-
ievre’s sentiments when 
requested by the leader 
for his expertise on the 
matter.

“The closure of the re-
search farms is something 
that we as Conservatives 
have been fighting against 
since it was announced,” 
he said. “We’ve had pro-
ducer groups from across 

the country come and be
witnesses at the Agricul-
ture Committee. Not one 
of them are in favour of
this. So it’s something
that, as Conservatives,
you’re going to hear a lot
more from us.” 

When asked if the re-
search farm closure issue
will be brought to the fore-
front when MPs return to
the House of Commons 
Sept. 21, both Scheer and 
Bonk were clear on the
intentions of the Opposi-
tion. 

“We keep fighting.
It’s not over yet,” Scheer
replied. “We’re going to
hold their feet to the fire
this fall for sure.”

MPs vow to keep fighting
research farm closures

Recovery housing expands amid addictions criticism
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A woman in Bitonto, Italy, 
bought a lottery ticket using 
the same numbers she al-
ways plays. When she went 
to check her ticket’s results, 
the machine told her it was 
“non-payable.” Assuming 
she’d lost, she threw the 
ticket in the trash. Then a 
family member realized that 
they were the winning num-
bers. “Non-payable” meant 
the store couldn’t pay her winnings because they 
were too high: US$1.15 million. She called SANB, 
the waste management company and the truck was 
identified. It was diverted to a special site equipped 
for a thorough search. Workers spent a day “work-
ing in conditions that were anything but pleasant” 
— and found the ticket “miraculously still in one 
piece.” Normally, because SANB is a public entity, 
taxpayers would shoulder the financial burden of 
the search, but the woman said she’d “cover all of 
the additional costs.” Mike Straw, who posted this 
tidbit, summarized, “The sweet smell of success.”

An Arizona couple is facing the heat after they 
drunkenly led their young children on an arduous 
walk in stifling 108-degree temperatures. Ryan 
and May Mullin were spotted walking their two 
kids, ages 2 and 4, in the scorching heat. The family 
had been walking for about three hours after leav-
ing an Arizona Cardinals practice at State Farm 
Stadium. A concerned driver decided to step in 
after witnessing Ryan fall over one of his own kids 
and cross a road without his family. She offered the 
family a ride. Ryan got riled up and punched the ve-
hicle, which led to him knocking himself over and 
injuring his face. Meanwhile, May appeared drunk. 
When police arrived, the apparently intoxicated fa-
ther refused to follow simple directives. Fearing for 
the safety of the children, the couple was arrested 
on child abuse charges.

Another man, whose day started with good inten-
tions, instead received a stern warning from Japa-
nese authorities. He abandoned his seven-year-old 
son on Mt. Fuji while he continued the climb with 
an older son. The young lad was left at the sixth sta-
tion at an altitude of more than 2,000 metres (6,500 
feet). The boy was told to wait for eight hours with 
only snacks and a soft drink and no money, and 
staff alerted police. The father reportedly apolo-
gized to the police, admitting the act was careless. I 
should say so!

A man called emergency services in Merseyside, 
England, a few years ago complaining that his Jag-
uar electric car was running wild, “not stopping” 
on the motorway. Police officers raced after him 
at “extreme speeds,” boxed him in, and got the car 
stopped after 38 miles. Driver Nathan Owen, now 
33, claimed the brakes didn’t work, nor did shifting 
it out of gear, telling the 999 operator that “my car’s 
stuck at 78 mph.” Jaguar launched an investigation 
using the car’s time-stamped computer logs and 
found the car was, in fact, sitting still for the initial 
999 call, and that Owen never used the brakes. The 
company claimed bad publicity over the incident 
caused them to spend 50 million pounds (US$68 
million) to counter it. Police soon discovered the 
motive. It was all a fraud attempt initiated by 
Owen being behind in the car payments. Owen’s fa-
ther said his boy is a “Walter Mitty character” who 
“lives in a fantasy world.” His own lawyer called 
the scheme “frighteningly stupid for a man ostensi-
bly reasonably well educated and intelligent.” Owen 
was sentenced to serve 51 months in prison, and 
banned from driving for five years. Randy Cassing-
ham stated, “The car: far smarter than he is.”

An ill-advised job-site stunt in Minnesota has 
ended in a worker’s death and a manslaughter 
charge. Prosecutors say Christopher Boone Crim-
mins. 34, killed co-worker Tyler Anthony Lynch, 26, 
while the two were working with a truck-mounted 
hydraulic grapple during a tree-trimming job in 
Apple Valley. Crimmins allegedly moved the grap-
ple by watching its shadow to make it appear as 
if it were grabbing Lynch, but instead closed it on 
Lynch’s head. Lynch suffered a severe head injury 
and significant blood loss, and was pronounced 
dead at the scene. He unsuccessfully argued that 
the two were just fooling around, and was charged 
with second-degree manslaughter and faces up to 10 
years in prison.

Jerry Seinfeld: ““It’s amazing that the amount of 
news that happens in the world every day always 
just exactly fits the newspaper.” I just wish there 
were more newspapers still surviving. Keep read-
ing…  

Gene Hauta 

It’s a Strange World
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By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan pro-
ducers affected by excess 
moisture and localized 
flooding will have another 
opportunity to enrol in 
AgriStability and receive 
a larger portion of their 
estimated benefit sooner.

The federal and pro-
vincial governments 
announced Sept. 3 that 
late participation will 
be permitted for the 2026 
AgriStability program 
year. Producers who 
missed the April 30 enrol-

ment deadline can join 
until Oct. 1, although their 
final benefit will be re-
duced.

The interim payment 
rate for Saskatchewan 
producers is also increas-
ing from 50 per cent to 75 
per cent of their estimated 
final benefit. Interim pay-
ments provide an advance 
to help producers man-
age cash-flow pressures 
caused by production 
losses or increased ex-
penses.

“Excess moisture and 
flooding created challeng-
ing conditions for many 

Saskatchewan producers 
early in the growing sea-
son,” Saskatchewan Ag-
riculture Minister David 
Marit said.

He said the changes 
provide producers with 
additional flexibility when 
deciding how best to sup-
port their operations.

Federal Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Minister 
Heath MacDonald said ex-
treme weather can quickly 
change conditions despite 
farmers’ preparations for 
the growing season.

AgriStability protects 
producers against sig-
nificant declines in farm 
income caused by produc-
tion losses, increased costs 
or market conditions. Eli-
gibility and payments are 
determined by comparing 
a farm’s program-year 
margin with its historical 
reference margin.

The program consid-
ers changes in grain, feed 
and livestock inventories. 
Livestock losses caused 
by flooding and expenses 
for replacement feed when 
pastures are flooded may 
also be included.

Land that was too wet 
to seed, along with seeded 
acres that were later 

flooded, will be consid-
ered in the calculation to 
reflect lost production.

Saskatchewan Associ-
ation of Rural Municipal-
ities President Bill Huber 
called the measures a pos-
itive step but said further 
improvements are needed 
so business risk-manage-
ment programs can re-
spond more quickly and 
effectively.

Sask Wheat Board 
Chair Jocelyn Velestuk 
said the changes recognize 
the financial effect of un-
seeded and flooded acres.

“The losses from not 
being able to grow canola, 
cattle feed or any other 
crop on those acres do af-
fect farm businesses’ bot-
tom lines,” she said.

The changes were also 
welcomed by the Sas-
katchewan Stock Growers 
Association and Saskatch-
ewan Beekeepers Develop-
ment Commission.

Producers can contact 
the Saskatchewan Crop 
Insurance Corporation at 
1-866-270-8450 or visit scic.
ca for more information.

AgriStability changes offer support 
to producers affected by flooding

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

Sometimes when an answer to the unknown is 
sought, one might ask for a sign. Recently, the NDP was 
calling on Premier Scott Moe to recall the Legislative 
Assembly in advance of the scheduled Oct. 27 date to 
talk about Trump’s tariffs, affordability in general, and 
how the province ought to react. The SaskParty gave 
a firm ‘no’ to that notion, but a definite sign was wit-
nessed Sept. 3 to prove no emergency meetings were 
going to take place in the short term.

Scaffolding was erected in the chamber itself with ev-
erything below meticulously covered in thick plastic. 
Speaker Todd Goudy explained that water damage had 
been spotted in the ceiling directly above where he’s 
seated, with workers expected to be finished repairs in 
the chamber by Sept. 8. Goudy said crews caught the 
water issue in time before it became a larger problem.

Work to the exterior of the Legislative Assembly 
building has been ongoing for many months, most ob-
vious being some of the granite steps in front of the 
114-year-old structure. It’s also been a decade since the 
dome’s copper was replaced – a two-year, $21 million 
project that included 12.7 tonnes of new copper. Repairs 
at that time also noted replacement of damaged Tyn-
dall limestone, mortar, and an upgraded water system 
meant to stop leaks and ice damming. 

The fall sitting runs Oct. 27 until Dec. 10 - 25 days 
scheduled for MLAs in the Assembly before breaking 
for the rest of winter.  

Legislature chamber closed up
as crews tackle water damage
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$4.7 billion dollar upgrades coming for VIA Rail
By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

New Canadian made VIA Rail passenger cars will 
soon be passing through Melville as the Federal Gov-
ernment has announced historic investment into VIA 
Rail.

On Thursday, Sept. 4, Prime Minister Mark Carney 
announced that the federal government is investing 
more than $4.7 billion for VIA Rail to acquire and main-
tain 313 new passenger rail cars from Alstom Canada. 
This will be the first time in four decades that VIA Rail 
passenger cars will be built in Canada with the cars 
being manufactured and assembled in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, and La Pocatière, Québec, with design and en-
gineering work taking place in Saint-Bruno-de-Montar-
ville, Québec.

“In the face of strong headwinds, a confident Canada 
is choosing to build. For the first time in four decades, 
VIA’s passenger cars will be built in Canada. Cars once 
made in the United States, now made here at home. This 
means new contracts for Canadian suppliers, good jobs 
for Canadian workers, and paycheques that stay in Ca-
nadian cities and towns. That’s how we build Canada 
strong,” said Carney in a press release.

Much of VIA Rail’s existing fleet was built in the 
United States.

The 313 new cars that will be built include 78 sleeper 
cars, 58 coach cars, 38 panorama cars, 29 baggage cars, 
26 accessible sleeper cars, 25 dome cars, 20 dining cars, 
202 prestige sleeper cars, and 19 berth cars.

The new cars will also be designed and rigorously 
tested to operate reliably in temperatures ranging from 
-50 °C to 50 °C, including winter operations in remote 
and extreme northern areas. Modern cars and locomo-
tives will improve comfort, accessibility and reliability 
for long journeys. Expected results include reduced de-
lays and improved reliability, updated technology and 

modern standards, enhanced safety for passengers and 
crew; and reliable, year-round service across Canada, 
including in remote northern communities and harsh 
winter environments.

This investment into VIA Rail is the largest in the 
crown corporation’s history.

The Federal Government has said the investment 
is in line within the Buy Canadian Policy with Alstom 
will leverage and expand its extensive network of more 
than 900 Canadian suppliers in delivering the new fleet, 
while maximizing the use of Canadian steel in struc-
tural assemblies, supports, and fabricated metal ele-
ments.

“Canadians deserve a passenger rail system that 
is modern, reliable, and built to serve them for gen-
erations to come. This investment delivers exactly 
that while supporting good-paying Canadian jobs and 
strengthening our domestic rail manufacturing sector,” 
said Steven MacKinnon, Minister of Transport and the 
Leader of the Government in the House of Commons.

The government says that the investment is coming
at a critical time for Canda’s passenger rail network
with some of the equipment being used with VIA Rail’s 
long-distance, regional, and remote fleets being over 70
years old and approaching end of life. The government 
added that replacing the aging fleet will deliver safer,
more reliable, and more modern service for Canadians.

Combined with a recent investment from July 29 
which announced $1.9 billion for 45 new passenger rail
locomotives and a new assembly and maintenance fa-
cility in Montréal, brings the federal government’s
investment in renewing VIA Rail’s long-distance, re-
gional, and remote fleet to more than $6.6 billion. The
government said that together these investments will
replace aging equipment and help ensure Canadians
can rely on modern and reliable passenger rail service 
for decades to come.

The first passenger cars are expected to enter com-
mercial service in 2031, with full deployment expected
by 2035.

WSA installing stop logs at Crooked Lake Dam to maintain levels
By GNG Staff

Grasslands News 

The Water Security Agency is install-
ing stop logs at the Crooked Lake Dam in 
an effort to increase and maintain lake 
levels heading into the fall.

WSA announced Thursday, Sept. 
3 that a mobile crane would be used to 
install the stop logs at the dam’s control 
structure after water levels reached the 
lower end of the lake’s operating range.

The agency had originally planned a 
similar operation earlier this year.

In June, WSA notified residents and 
stakeholders in the Crooked Lake area 

that it intended to use a mobile crane to 
install stop logs. However, significant 
rainfall resulted in above-normal inflows 
that kept the lake at higher levels, elimi-
nating the immediate need for the work.

According to WSA, operating plans 
for the lake are flexible and can change 
depending on conditions, with weather 
having the greatest influence.

With lake levels now declining toward 
the lower end of the operating range, the 
agency decided to proceed with the in-
stallation.

WSA said the decision will help keep 
Crooked Lake closer to normal levels 
for this time of year and also responds 

to concerns raised by recreational users 
about having sufficient water levels to 
remove boats and other watercraft from 
the lake this fall.

The stop logs were installed Sept. 3 
using a mobile crane.

Following the work, WSA said it will 
continue monitoring conditions and as-
sessing future operations based on the 
lake’s fall operating range as well as 
structural considerations at the dam.

The agency cautioned that the exist-
ing condition of the Crooked Lake infra-
structure limits what can currently be 
done to regulate water levels.

“Given the current state of this in-

frastructure, WSA can only implement 
temporary and short-term operating 
measures to control Crooked Lake’s
water levels,” the agency stated in its
update.

A longer-term solution is expected
to involve replacement of the existing
structure. WSA said it plans to work
with stakeholders and rights holders on
development of a new structure, which
the agency considers the path forward
for managing water levels at Crooked
Lake.

Additional information and updates 
on Crooked Lake are available from the
Water Security Agency.



By Calvin Daniels
Grasslands News 

The Yorkton Brick Mill is embarking 
on a strategic planning process to help 
guide the future of the Yorkton Brick 
Mill Interpretive Centre.

“The goal is to develop a clear plan 
for operating and growing the new Inter-
pretive Centre,” explained Mill spokes-
person Larry Pearen. “The process will 
identify priorities for exhibits, educa-
tional programming, community events, 
tourism, partnerships, volunteer devel-
opment and long-term financial sustain-
ability.”

As part of the planning process, 
the Mill Board is inviting community 
members, partners, visitors and other 
stakeholders to share their perspectives 
through a short online survey. The feed-

back received will help identify what 
people value most about the Mill, what 
opportunities they see for its future, and 
what priorities should guide its contin-
ued development.

Strategic planning provides an op-
portunity to reflect on what has been 
accomplished, consider emerging op-
portunities and challenges, and estab-
lish clear priorities for the years ahead. 
This is an important time for the Mill 
as the Board considers how to build on 
its achievements, strengthen its role in 
the community, preserve and share the 
site’s history, and support its long-term 
sustainability.

“The original vision remains strong: 
to preserve the historic Yorkton Brick 
Flour Mill and share the agricultural, in-
dustrial and community history of York-
ton and the surrounding region,” offered 
Pearen. “The strategic plan will expand 

that vision by determining how the Cen-
tre can operate year-round, respond to 
community needs and become a welcom-
ing destination for residents, schools and 
tourists.”

The survey asks residents what pro-
grams, exhibits, events and services they 
would like the Centre to offer. It will also 
seek opinions about accessibility, tour-
ism opportunities, educational activi-
ties, community partnerships, facility 
use, volunteering and the priorities that 
should guide the Centre over the next 
several years.

The online survey is one part of the 
consultation process, said Pearen.

“Input will also be gathered from So-
ciety members, volunteers, community 
organizations, educational partners, 
tourism representatives and other stake-
holders,” he toldGrasslands News. “Ad-
ditional meetings or public consultation 
sessions may be held as the planning pro-

cess moves forward.”
The deadline for completing the sur-

vey is Oct. 23.
We encourage everyone interested in

the future of the Mill and Interpretive
Centre to participate,” said Pearen.

A summary of the survey findings 
and the completed strategic plan will be 
shared publicly once the consultation 
and planning process have been com-
pleted and the plan has been approved
by the Board.

To participate in the survey the Mill
Strategic Planning survey is available at 
www.yorktonflourmill.ca

HAVE A 
STORY IDEA?

If you have a story or news happening

Call us: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
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US tariffs impact Canadian honey producers
By Calvin Daniels

Grasslands News 

Continued tariff pressure asserted by 
United States President Donald Trump 
levied on products imported from Can-
ada is hitting honey producers in this 
country.

Canadian beekeepers are facing ex-
tremely difficult times due to the United 
States’ implementation of a 50 per cent 
tariff on honey, detailed a recent Cana-
dian Honey Council release.

“Our industry firmly believes that 
the honey/beekeeping sector, which is 
integral in the food security fabric of 
Canada, should not be targeted,” offered 
the release.

Local area honey producer Sasha 
Howland with Howland’s Honey/How-
land Enterprises Inc., said it’s the uncer-
tainty with tariffs which is concerning.

Honey had been one of a number 
of things outside the Canada-United 
States-Mexico Agreement, said Howland.

But new tariffs by U.S. president Don-
ald Trump have left the sector unsure of 
what will happen.

“The question mark is what is going 
to happen to the price of bulk honey,” she 
told Grasslands News, adding the uncer-
tainty before the latest tariffs were im-
plemented had producers moving their 
honey if possible “to get under the wire.”

Of course, fall is when honey is typi-
cally collected and processed so not ideal 
for early marketing.

The situation is one which has vary-
ing impacts on honey producers based 
in-part to how they market their honey.

“We don’t personally export a lot to 

the U.S.,” said Howland, who thanked 
her father (Wink Howland) for his fore-
sight years ago to start marketing their 
honey under their own label.

And when they do have bulk honey to 
sell, most goes to domestic markets, she 
said.

Howland said other producers market 
direct to consumers through farmer mar-
kets and trade shows, but she added that 
is labour intensive, likening it to a what 
producer making bread and selling it to 
market their wheat.

A recent CHC release details, on av-

erage, Canada exports nine million kilo-
grams of honey annually - with up to 75 
per cent of that going to the USA. 

Howland said that is a lot of honey to 
suddenly need to find more financially 
accessible markets, and it could push 
domestic prices down for all producers.

The tariff on Canadian honey exports 
to the United States has forced the Cana-
dian beekeeping industry to look at ways 
to provide stability to the sector.

To buffer Canadian producers the 
CHC believes a solution lies within Can-
ada.

“We can find a great many solutions 
to the tariff issue within our own borders 
by choosing and promoting Canadian 
honey,” stated the release.

“... The public can help Canadian 
beekeepers by choosing Canadian pack-
aged honey and asking all companies to 
identify where they get their honey from 
and proudly proclaim Canadian honey 
usage.”

One step is for consumers to buy Ca-
nadian-sourced honey.

“Beekeepers across Canada are grate-
ful for the strong public support and 
encourage the public to carefully look 
at labels to ensure you are buying Cana-
dian honey,” said the release.

Another step is for Canadian compa-
nies to use Canadian honey.

Honey is used as a key ingredient in 
a wide variety of products, including ce-
reals, crackers, condiments, dairy and 
meat.

The CHC is encouraging more do-
mestic use calling for a number of large 
commercial users of industrial honey to 
proudly proclaim that they use Canadian 
honey in their products.

While Canada exports a large quan-
tity of honey at the same time Canada 
imports 10 million kilograms of honey 
annually from Brazil, India, Thailand, 
Vietnam, and other countries.

“Unfortunately, several of these coun-
tries lack the regulatory requirements 
and standards that Canadian beekeepers 
pride themselves on, leaving room for 
the potential production and distribu-
tion of fraudulent and/or adulterated 
honey into the Canadian market,” stated 
the release.

Yorkton Brick Mill initiates stakeholder survey as part of strategic planning

New Home Mechanical Consultation
Blue print consultation, to ensure mechanical layout is efficient.
If there’s a way to save money we’ll help you find it.

Commercial & Residential New Build Specialist

Furnace, Boiler, Air Conditioner Install & Repair

Rural Mechanical Water Treatment

Sewage & Pump Systems

Residential & Commercial 
In-Floor Heating Systems

1-306-697-3504
AFTER HOURS: 1-306-697-7219

505 Pacific Street Grenfell, SK
Email: Kruegersplumbing@sasktel.net

Krueger’sPlumbing & Heating  

Local trusted expert | Journeyman | Licensed Gas Fitter | 35 years in Business
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Sept. 4 - Sept. 10, 2026 
Next Council Meeting will be temporarily 

held at the Gallagher Centre 
Monday, September 21, 2026 at 5:00 p.m

City of Yorkton
37 Third Avenue North, Yorkton, SK S3N 2W3

306-786-1700    Fax:  306-786-6880
City Hall Hours of Operation: Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

www.yorkton.ca
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1444-A LORNE ST
REGINA, sk.

306.791.9844
SASKBATTERY.COM

$0.44
24

EACH

when you buy
a pack of
aa or aaa

Experiencing history at Wilson Old Tyme Harvest 
By Connie Schwalm

Grasslands News 

Harvest is such a fundamental and familiar part of 
life in our part of the world that we might find it hard to 
imagine how different this season was for farmers when 
our communities were new.

Last Saturday, Sept. 5, the Old Tyme Harvest held at 
the Wilson family farm south of Wawota gave visitors an 
opportunity to experience some of what harvest was like 
for that generation.

Kevin Wilson says that attendance at the event was 
down slightly, something he attributes to recent unstable 
weather and the need to get this year’s harvest into the 
bin.

“A lot of people commented on how well-attended it 
was, although we thought that the number of people we 
had was down a bit. But with the weather we’ve had and 
what the forecast was, I know people were out combin-
ing on Saturday, pulling tough (wet) grain into the bin 
because they could at least do that.”

However he notes that “there were fresh faces here 
again too, people who have never been there before and 
were pretty wowed by what we were doing.”

Those in attendance had the chance to watch three 
threshing machines work and Wilson points out that 
they performed well despite their age and the circum-
stances sketchy weather had created.

“The sheaves were tough. When tough grain hits the 
cylinder, those machines have to work harder, and I’ve 
never heard the threshers on them work as hard as they 
did this year. I did make sure the pitchers were mind-
ful of that and were easing the sheaves in one at a time, 
then waiting. That stretched the demonstration out a bit 
longer, and we did have a bit of trouble with two of the 
machines. But all three ended up working and they ran 
well. One of those threshing machines is 107 years old, 
another one is 98 years old and the third is 95. So, be-

tween the three of them, those machines have about 300 
years under their belts, and they still did exactly what 
they were designed to do!”

There were other demonstrations throughout the day 
as well that featured various antique farm machinery 
and Wilson says one visitor found what she saw brought 
back happy memories of her childhood.

“Grain that we harvested last year is milled into flour 
on site that day and used to bake bread that people can 
try,” he explains, “and we have a crusher here that we 
use to give the grain a once-over before it’s milled. So, we 
do a crushing and milling demonstration.

“There was an older couple standing close to the grain 
crusher and the lady told me that her family owned that 
exact crushing machine, and she remembered seeing her 
dad doing exactly what she’d just seen us doing. I would 
guess that she was in her eighties and she had the bright-
est smile on her face. That was nice to see.”

Younger visitors at the event were enthralled by the 
grain cleaning equipment. 

“This is the third year that we’ve had the grain clean-
ers set up for them,” Wilson says. “The first year, it was 
a huge hit with the kids, and we’ve had it every year 
since. By the time we’ve finished the crushing and mill-
ing demonstration, the kids have gotten brave enough to 
start grabbing the handles on the rollers and they wear 
the grain out! For them it’s a toy, but they also learn 
something too, which is great.”

Those taking in the Old Tyme Harvest can also go 
through the museum that the family has set up on the 
farm, which includes a pioneer house, an oil shed and 
a blacksmith shop that was added this year. As Wilson 
observes, the variety of things to see and do at the event 
means that “a lot of people come out and really make a 
day of it”.

However, he notes that hosting such an event requires 
a tremendous amount of work from volunteers and from 
the family.

“We have four volunteers on each threshing machine 
and others doing different demonstrations, working in 
the Pioneer House or the Blacksmith Shop or just mov-

ing things around,” Wilson points out. “So, it takes about 
15-20 volunteers to make the Old Tyme Harvest happen.
We get it done because our volunteers are great and 
many of them come back and help us year after year.”

“But there’s a huge amount of work needed to get 
ready before that day and my wife and I did most of that 
work this year because my dad wasn’t able to help the 
way he has in the past. Some things have to be done
weeks before it happens. And since we don’t like to have
the machines sitting outside, especially when there’s bad 
weather, she and I are busy pulling everything out just
before the event.”

Despite the work it requires, Wilson says satisfaction 
comes from both the personal connection to the past that
the Old Tyme Harvest experience creates and seeing the
enjoyment the event brings to those who come to share 
that experience.

“You know, we pulled one threshing machine out
about four or five days before the event, because I thought 
it might need some repairs,” Wilson says. “It was just dad
and I. I had him on the tractor and we got the machine
running. Just being out there with dad, hearing that ma-
chine run, there was this sense of connection with my
grandfather and great-grandfather. This was what they 
did and how they did it – this was the technology that
they had – and I can’t describe the feeling it gives you to
be out there doing that too. It was almost like they were
there, looking over my shoulder, saying ‘Thanks for re-
membering us’.”

“It also means a lot to see how much people enjoy it. 
Three or four months down the road you can be talking 
about it with friends and family, and someone will say
something like ‘I was there this year, and I can’t believe
what you guys do.’ or ‘The kids really enjoyed it. Thank-
you – we appreciate it!’ Hearing that makes it worthwhile
and we still enjoy doing it. If we ever come to the point
where we don’t enjoy it, then that’s the time to shut it 
down. But it’s still something we want to do, and even if
it changes a bit in the future, it looks like there will be
more Old Tyme Harvests ahead.”

Threshing sheaves
Although unstable weather had left sheaves damp, the threshing machines at the Wilson Old Tyme Har-
vest did exactly what they were built to do.

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Playing in the grain
Antique grain cleaners set up at the Old Tyme Har-
vest have become a popular way for young visitors 
to “get into” history!

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS



Based on publicly avail-
able aircraft information, 
the NDP estimates the air-
craft could cost more than 
$6,000 an hour to operate. 
Conway said the approx-
imately 10-hour itiner-
ary could therefore have 
cost as much as $60,000, 
although she acknowl-
edged the party does not 
know the actual amount 
charged.

“The SaskParty’s Kevin 
Weedmark needs to an-
swer some very simple 
questions,” Conway said. 
“Who paid the cost of this 
private luxury jet? How 
much did it cost? Why was 
it necessary? Why was 
his newspaper employee 
along for the ride?

“You don’t get to fly 

around Saskatchewan on 
a private jet and then leave 
taxpayers guessing about 
who paid the bill. Kevin 
Weedmark got his private 
jet ride. Now Saskatche-
wan people deserve some 
answers.”

While Weedmark was 
not available for an inter-
view, he responded in a 
statement that he person-
ally paid for the charter 
and said no public money 
was used.

“On the occasion the 
opposition is referring to, 
it would have been dif-
ficult to drive back and 
forth across the province 
in time for all the events 
I had committed to, which 
included an event in 
Lloydminster on the other 

side of Saskatchewan from 
my constituency,” Weed-
mark noted. “As a result, I 
decided to charter a plane 
from a local company at 
my own personal expense. 
There were no taxpayer 
dollars involved.”

Conway dismissed the 
explanation as insuffi-
cient.

“Prove it. Show the re-
ceipts.”

Asked whether her 
principal concern was the 
cost of the aircraft rather 
than the social media 
video itself, Conway said 
her focus remains on the 
public expense and ac-
countability.

“He’s clearly undertak-
ing government business. 
We know of these two 
events that were attended 
by him. There were also 
other Sask. Party MLAs 
present. He was clearly 
conducting government 
business. So I think we 
need to be asking these 
questions.”

She questioned why 
chartering a private air-
craft would have been nec-
essary.

“Why was this MLA 
renting a luxury private 
jet to conduct government 
business? Why was it 
deemed necessary for him 
to make this kind of expen-
diture just to attend these 
two events where other 
colleagues were present?”

The video first came to 
the NDP’s attention after 
it appeared in a staff mem-
ber’s social media feed.

“It turned up on the al-
gorithm of one of our staff 
members,” Conway said. 
“It was scrubbed soon 
after.”

In a separate interview, 
Conway stated they’re also 
seeking clarification about 
whether Bochek was em-
ployed through public 
funds.

“We’re very interested 
to know - is she on the 
public payroll or not, be-
cause that will raise addi-
tional questions possibly,” 
Conway said, questioning 
whether the itinerary it-
self was necessary. “In 
Lloydminster, you had the 
local MLA. That should 
have been good enough, 
particularly if it was a 
question of should we 
spend $60,000 to charter a 

luxury private jet?”
Despite the criticism, 

Conway said she hopes 
Weedmark responds 
quickly and transparently.

“I chat with Kevin. He’s 
a nice guy. I’m doing my 
job,” she said. “I’m hoping 
that Kevin will be different 
and that he will provide 
full transparency. That’s 
the bare minimum that 
we should expect from our 
elected officials.”

Additionally, on Sept. 
9, the NDP brought up an-
other video from Bochek’s 
social media from last Au-
gust when her and Weed-
mark again travelled by 
jet to Saskatoon.

“Kevin Weedmark 
flew to Saskatoon to par-
ticipate in a Jim Pattison 
Children’s Hospital tour,” 
Conway told reporters in 
the Rotunda of the Legisla-
tive Building. “There were 
no government announce-
ments as part of that. And 
then he was off to the Ron-
ald McDonald House for a 
tour.” 

The hospital tour was 
to see the difference made 
at the children’s hospi-
tal as a recipient of funds 
raised through DQ’s Mir-
acle Treat Day, in which 
the Moosomin location 
raised over $41,000 by 
selling 7,880 Blizzards for 
the cause last year. From 
flight data, the NDP esti-
mates this trip would have 
landed in the $48,000 range 
for total cost.

Conway feels the sec-
ond video coming to light 
established a pattern of 
using private jets as trans-
portation.

“This wasn’t just a one-
off because Mr. Weedmark 
had double booked himself 

or was feeling a schedule 
crunch, this is part of a 
larger pattern,” she said. 
“And if there are two vid-
eos, there are potentially 
additional videos.” 

This trip is of particu-
lar interest as it took place 
within the last reporting 
cycle for Member Account-
ability Statements, which 
detail MLA expenses over 
the course of a year to the 
end of March. Usually, 
these statements are pub-
licly available online by 
now but have been delayed 
for the 2025-26 reporting 
cycle.

“This isn’t information 
that we can get through a 
Freedom of Information 
request. We have to wait 
until this is posted, and so 
we’ll be looking at that,” 
Conway explained. “What 
I’m most concerned about, 
though, is that Mr. Weed-
mark has asked us to just 
take his word for the fact 
that he paid for this out of 
pocket. I’m sorry, I don’t 
think so. If Mr. Weedmark 
can afford to spend tens of 
thousands of dollars out 
of pocket to engage in this 
kind of luxurious travel 
while doing his job, then 
he can afford to come back 

down to Earth and show
the Saskatchewan people
his receipts.”

In a prepared statement 
Sept. 9, Weedmark main-
tains he paid for the jet.

“I organized a visit 
last year to Saskatoon so
local Dairy Queen owners
could tour Jim Pattison 
Children’s Hospital and 
Ronald McDonald House
and see firsthand the im-
pact of their fundraising,” 
Weedmark noted. “Mostly, 
I wanted the people behind
those efforts to see the dif-
ference they’re making 
and to thank them for it. I 
covered the cost of the trip 
myself and no constitu-
ency staff attended.”

“The support these
owners, their staff and
their customers provide 
makes a real difference,
and it meant a great deal to 
be able to thank them for 
all they do for children and
families,” he concluded. 

Bochek and World-Spec-
tator editor Kara Kinna 
were also contacted for
clarification, neither re-
sponded by press time. 
The videos related to air
travel posted to Bochek’s 
social media have also 
been removed.
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BORDERLAND

MOOSOMIN
Generals Football Club

ROCANVILLE
Rink Fundraising Committee

MARYFIELD
School Community Council

BROADVIEW
Agriculture Society

GRENFELL
STARS Air Ambulance

KIPLING
Fire Department

BORDERLAND CO-OP IS 
DONATING 10¢

FOR EVERY LITRE SOLD 
PLUS $1 FROM EVERY COFFEE

OR BIG COOL SLUSH SOLD!

SEPTEMBER 15

MOOSOMIN, MARYFIELD, WHITEWOOD, BROADVIEW,
GRENFELL & KIPLING BBQ’S  - 11 AM - 1 PM
ROCANVILLE C-STORE BBQ - 4 PM - 6 PM

WHITEWOOD Skating Club

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
RM of Golden West No. 95

Public notice is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office(s) of:

REEVE
will be received by the undersigned on the 30th 
day of September, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. at the R.M. office in Corning, and during 
regular business hours from September 9th to 
29th, 2026.

Nomination forms may be obtained at the R.M. 
office, 175 Main Street, Corning, SK.

Dated this 8th day of September, 2026.

    Amanda Baumgartner        
Returning Officer

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
RM of Golden West No. 95

Public notice is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office(s) of:

COUNCILLORS:  Division No. 2, 4 & 6
will be received by the undersigned on the 7th 
day of October, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
at the R.M. office in Corning, and during regular 
business hours from September 9th to October 
6th, 2026.
Nomination forms may be obtained at the R.M. 
office, 175 Main Street, Corning, SK.

Dated this 8th day of September, 2026.

    Amanda Baumgartner        
Returning Officer

• Windshield Replacement & Chip Repair
• Mobile service available

• ADAS Calibrations Available

Whitewood Sk | 306 853-7935

Weedmark’s travel by private jet being scrutinized
- continued from front page



16 Grasslands NewsSeptember 11, 2026

CALL: 306-435-3313 

Moosomin, SK  

SALE $39,900
6T135A
WEEKLY | OAC

  Eli’s Pick

SALE $61,900
6T217A
WEEKLY | OAC

6T221A
WEEKLY | OAC

SALE $39,900

APPLE CARPLAY • 4X4 CAPABILITY CREW CAB  • 3.5L V6 ENGINE 4X4 CAPABILITY • 2.7 ECOBOOST 

SCAN HERE FOR 
MORE INVENTORY

www.

  Guy’s Pick

CCREEEWW CCCAAAABB 33 55 6 EENNNGGGIINNNE

2022 FORD F-150
TREMOR

2020 FORD F-150 
XLT

$171 $238 $171

2019 FORD F-150 
XLT HIGH PACKAGE

CELEBRATION CERTIFIED BUY PRE OWNED WITH CONFIDENCE!

RATES AS LOW AS 4.99%

  Michael’s Pick

ON THE LOT!

Terriers and Oil
Capitals split

preseason match-up
SJHL vs. MJHL

By Calvin Daniels
Grasslands News 

The Terriers hit the road last Friday, (Sept. 4) to open 
their preseason in Virden, MB.

The host Manitoba Junior Hockey League Oil Cap-
itals opened the scoring as Bryan Laing scored at 6:29.

Twenty-three seconds later D.J. Brass tied the con-
test with a Terrier goal.

Kaden Sperle put Yorkton in front at 8:55.
The home side tied it again on a goal by Tyson Draper 

at 12:41.
Neither team found the twine in the middle stanza.
At 1:57 of the third Brass was back for his second on 

the night to give the Terriers a 3-2 lead.
Draper scored his second of the game at 4:18 to again 

ties things – this time 3-3.
Then the Terriers went on a mini scoring streak, 

Layne McKechnie, Ashton Marzsalek and Brass com-
pleting his hat trick to make it 6-3 for the visitors. 
Hunter Ethelston scored late to round out a 6-4 contest.

Brady Low and Seth Gutenberg split time in the 
Yorkton net, while Liam Banga and Micky Gross split 
time for Virden.

The teams met again Sept. 5, this time on Westland 
Insurance Arena ice in Yorkton.

The Terriers led 2-0 after 20-minutes thanks to goals 
by Kaden Sperle and Mathys Morrissette.

Virden knotted things on middle frame goals by 
Lucas Laramee and Davian Ferland.

The third period was scoreless, as was the extra 
frame, forcing the teams to a shoot-out where the Oil 
Capitals forged a win.

Joel Anderson and Brady Low split net time for the 
home side, while the visitors divided the action between 
Sawyer Wallin and Adam Courchesne.

The home-and-home set came just as the team’s train-
ing camp had wrapped up with the traditional final in 
the Norm Cup which Team Black won over Team White.

While preseason is designed to finalize players kept 
and those to be sent home, the Terriers have a hand-
ful of key players from last season’s squad who poten-
tially would seem to have an inside position in terms of 
claiming spots, including 2026 SJHL Defenceman of the 
Year Thomas Ries and goaltender Callum Creig. That 
returning group helped Yorkton march to the Canterra 
Seeds Cup Final for the first time since 2013 while also 
capturing the club’s first division title in six years.

The next action for the Terriers will be a home-and-
home preseason set with Melville. Yorkton will travel to 
the Millionaires’ barn Friday, Sept. 11, then host their 
Highway 10 rivals Saturday, Sept. 12.

Crashing the net
The Yorkton Junior Terriers opened their preseason with a home and home set with Virden, playing their
home half of the pair Saturday, Sept. 5 at the Westland Insurance Arena.

Melville Millionaires set for 2026-27 season
By Darcy Gross
Grasslands News 

While the Melville Millionaires 
bowed out in the first round of the 
playoffs last season, head coach 
Doug Johnson likes the team he has 
assembled for the upcoming SJHL 
campaign.

“All in all, it wasn’t the year we’d 
hoped for, that we’d envisioned,” 
Johnson said of last season’s Mil-
lionaires.

This season, the team starts with 
a clean slate, losing some top talent 
but also retaining key pieces for an-
other playoff run.

“You can never replace the top 
guys,” Johnson said. “Boston Hark-
ness left this team better than it 
was before he came here. When you 
have guys who have the respect of 
the other guys, like Harkness and 
(Wesley) Golden, you just have to 
hope some guys can do some of what 
those guys did.”

Even though the Millionaires 
lost some key players to graduation, 
Johnson believes they should still 

ice an extremely competitive team 
for the 2026-27 campaign.

And it will start on the back end.
“Guys will have to step up on 

the back end,” Johnson explained. 
“They can’t do the same things as 
Harky and Goldy, but they need to 
find ways to make the team better.”

While the Millionaires were chal-
lenged offensively on some nights 
last season, this year’s squad could 
feature some of the SJHL’s better 
scorers in Blue and White.

“If you have Kale Margolis and 
Rylan Oatman in your back pocket, 
that’s going to be huge,” Johnson 
said. “Margolis had a great year, 
and Oatman really surprised us last 
year. He has a whole other level to 
his game, and hopefully he under-
stands how good he is and how good 
he can be moving forward.”

Another player expected to make 
an impact on the scoreboard is Pres-
ton Baerwald, who could put up 
solid numbers if he can stay healthy 
for a full season.

“Preston Baerwald was hurt al-
most half the year and he’s a point-
a-game guy, so we like where we 

are,” said Johnson. “We haven’t lost 
as much as we have in the past, and
we have some guys coming in with 
experience.”

Johnson is also high on some of 
his newer charges, mentioning a
couple of players he expects to make 
an immediate impact.

“I have to mention Hudson Clos-
son. He’s a big guy with WHL expe-
rience,” Johnson said. “Cole Brown,
who we got in a trade, is going to be
good. I think he led triple-A scoring 
in B.C. two years ago, and they won 
a championship, so he knows what
it takes to win.”

This season also marks the first 
time Johnson and his staff will have 
players they drafted themselves tak-
ing the ice for the Millionaires, add-
ing another layer of anticipation to
the campaign.

But Johnson knows the fans are 
beginning to get restless.

“First, we’ve got to win a play-
off series,” Johnson said with a 
chuckle. “All I have to do is go 
downtown and I get reminded three
or four times that Melville’s never
won a championship.”
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SHSAA Conference 2 - 9-A-Side Football

Bert Fox Bison and Indian Head Broncs kick-off
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

While the Roughriders pre-
pared for their Labour Day 
classic, high school football 
teams in Fort Qu’Appelle and 
Indian Head started off the long 
weekend by hosting their home 

openers. Both teams are part 
of Conference 2 in the 9-A-side 
division of Saskatchewan High 
Schools Athletic Association 
and began their regular season 
on Sept. 4.

The Bert Fox Bison met the 
Shaunavon Shadows on the 
field in Fort Qu’Appelle shortly 

before 4 p.m. last Friday, Sept. 
4. The visiting team scored a 
goal early in the first quarter, 
and then a successful long pass 
followed by a good kick brought 
their score up to 14. The Bison 
narrowly prevented another 
touchdown by Shaunavon, 
caused a turnover and began 
pushing their way back down 
the field towards their goal 
posts shortly before half time. 
Later in the game, Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle achieved their objective 
and prevented further goals by 
their opponent but still finished 
with a loss, 14 to 8.

Although Indian Head 
hosted an exhibition game and 
achieved a hard-fought win 
against Foam Lake the week be-
fore, the team’s regular season 
started on Sept. 4. The Broncs 
welcomed the Lumsden Dev-
ils to McCall Field for a Friday 
Night Lights game, and the visi-
tors lived up to their reputation 
as the 2025 provincial champi-
ons. Lumsden broke away on 
the first play after kickoff to 
score seven points. It continued 
to be a challenging game for the 
young home team, including 
a lengthy time-out during the 
third quarter that allowed med-
ics to care for an injured Broncs 
player. The night finished with 
a 48 to 0 victory by Lumsden.

“A lot of lessons learned to-

night, and we will move forward 
and get better every day,” head 
coach Tim Klein told Indian 
Head players and fans via the 
team’s social media page after 
the game. “I am proud that we 
played hard to the end and there 
was no quit in our team.”

Fort Qu’Appelle and Indian 
Head are both on the road this 

week. Fort Qu’Appelle will be
back on home turf to face the 
Vanier Vikings on Thursday,
Sept. 17 at 4 p.m., while Indian
Head will host Meadow Lake for
an exhibition game that night
at 7 p.m. The Bison and Broncs 
will play in Indian Head the fol-
lowing week with a 7 p.m. game 
time on Thursday, Sept. 24.

Indian Head Broncs hosted the Lumsden Devils for a home
opener on Sept. 4. The Devils blanked the home team Broncs
48-0.

Avoiding the tackle
home opener on Friday, Sept. 4. The Bison lost to the Shad-
ows 14-8.

First-down gained
It was all Kinsmen Lady Gridders under the lights of Century Field in 
Yorkton last Saturday, Sept. 5. The local Lady Gridders proved rather 
inhospitable hosts as they steamrolled the visiting Melville Vipers 38-0.

Jr. Raiders roll to home field shut out
By Calvin Daniels

Grasslands News 

It was a good Saturday 
afternoon (Sept. 5) at Cen-
tury Field for the Yorkton 
Junior Raiders football 
team.

The Junior Raiders 
got strong efforts on both 

sides of the ball rolling to 
a 41-0 over the visiting Re-
gina Stampeders. 

Carter Britton had 
more than 250 combined 
yards -- rushing and re-
ceiving -- and three touch-
downs, reported Junior 
Raider head coach Alan 
Kyle.

Quarterback Luke 

Nielsen ran hard and con-
nected with Madix John-
son on a long touchdown 
pass, he added. 

Nielsen also kicked 
converts and hit a 20-yard 
field goal. 

On defence the Junior 
Raiders were lead by 
Owen Clarke and Turner 
Strutynski on the defen-
sive line who wreaked 
havoc in the backfield, 
said Kyle. 

Seneca Crane and 
Karter Ockochinski also 
made multiple tackles. 

The win improves the 
Junior Raiders season re-
cord to 3-0-1.

They play next Satur-
day, Sept. 12 versus the 
Balgonie Griffins at Cen-
tury Field at 4 p.m.

Big block coming
The Yorkton Junior Raider Gridders found the warm weather of Saturday,
Sept. 5, and the grass at Century Field in Yorkton as the team scored a shut-
out win in gridiron action.Friday, September 11, 2026 

5pm-10pm

Saturday, September 12, 2026 
10am-5pm

1 Admission = 2 days! 
Pay Friday & come back Saturday 

FREE (with wristband)

Adults $10 • Students (12-18) $5  
Children 11 & under free

455 Broadway Street West 
Yorkton, SK

Your trusted source
for local news in print,
online and on the go!

Local News, Events & Advertising
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www.grasslandsnews.ca
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222-TIPS



18 Grasslands NewsSeptember 11, 2026

I’ve been watching the Melville Millionaires for 
many, many years, and over all that time, I’ve seen a 
lot of things happen.

When my dad would take me to games, I’d often fall 
asleep in my seat next to him. I was pretty young, and 
I’m not sure I always understood exactly what was 
happening on the ice, but Dad did his best to explain 
the game to me. Somewhere along the way, those 
nights at the rink became some of my earliest and best 
hockey memories.

I recall the feisty nature of a young Don Chesney 
and the smooth, effortless skating of Jim Lay in those 
early days. There always seemed to be a player who 
could make something happen, whether it was a great 
goal, a big hit or, occasionally, a little trouble.

And back in the day, the entire crowd would rise 
from their seats three or four times a game as players 
dropped the gloves and decided to solve their prob-
lems the old-fashioned way. You could almost feel 
the building shake when a fight broke out. Nobody 
needed to ask what was happening. The crowd knew.

I saw the brilliance of Sonny Famulak behind the 
bench and watched local players and young prospects 
climb through the ranks, work their way onto the 
team and become important parts of Millionaires’ 
hockey.

There were teams coached by Gerry James, who 
somehow seemed to borrow his style from two com-
pletely different hockey worlds -- the smooth-skating 
Russians, who liked to move the puck and play in 
units of five, and the movie Slap Shot, where games 
could seemingly be won or lost by toughness, grit and 
the willingness to make sure nobody pushed your 
teammates around.

I remember the dynamic scoring ability of the 
Kelly Dean, Brian Propp and Dwaine Turberfield line, 
which was probably the best Junior A line I’ve ever 
had the pleasure to watch. When those three were 
clicking, you almost expected something to happen 
every time they crossed centre ice.

If you’re in your sixties, you might remember Dick 
Dempster firing a laser beam from the point, or Lionel 
Danielson undressing a few players as he walked in 
from the blue line to make a play or score a goal.

Those are the kinds of players and moments that 
tend to stick with you long after the final buzzer.

Most of my memories of the old Melville Stadium 
are positive. From the best popcorn and burgers in 
any league to knowledgeable crowds that could make 
life miserable for referees and officials on some nights.

There was something about that old building. It 
wasn’t always pretty, but it was ours.

There were many, many playoff series over the 
years. Some came with controversy, some came with 
heartbreak, and some were simply great hockey 
games that you never forgot.

I recall going to games in a blizzard, with fewer 
than 300 fans in attendance, when the people who 
showed up were there because they really, really 
wanted to be there.

And then there was Game 7 of the league final 
against the Flin Flon Bombers, when fans were 
perched in some of the most dangerous parts of the 
rink because there simply wasn’t room anywhere 
else. The fire chief eventually had to close the doors 
because the arena was too full.

You certainly don’t see that every night.
Anyone else remember the time Millionaires’ 

coach and GM Jamie Fiesel fired all the sticks onto 
the ice after a particularly bad call and got tossed from 
the game for his antics?

As I recall, he ended up on Sportsdesk because of it.
That was Millionaires’ hockey.
I’ve seen a lot of great hockey in the new rink, too, 

and there have been plenty of memorable players, 
coaches, games and seasons. But somehow, it’s not 
quite the same as the old Stadium.

Maybe that’s because buildings change.
Maybe it’s because the game changes.
Or maybe it’s because when you’re a kid, every-

thing about going to the rink seems just a little bigger, 
louder and more important.

Whatever the reason, those memories never really 
leave you.

And after watching the Millionaires for all these 
years, there’s one thing I know for sure:

Everyone knows the one thing that’ll make things 
better -- a league championship.

We’re due.
Actually, we’ve been due for a while.
Maybe this year, it’s finally our turn.
You might be wondering why I say we could win it 

all, even before a single regular-season game has been 
played.

It’s because I say it every year.
And one of these years, I’m going to be right.

Sports column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct

Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK
Phone 306-728-2730

• SGI Accredited
• Minor Dents & Scratches 

• Courtesy Car
• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY 
ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group
1-844-464-6397

INVENTORY LEFT OVERS!
• Bailer Belts 4” - 11” • Cutting Parts 

• Gaurd Section Bolts • Swather Parts 
• Tires - New & used • Batteries

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! 
PHONE:

Eric Sagan – Eric Sagan – 306-728-2580306-728-2580

CONSIGNENT SALES & SERVICE
WESTSIDE

Hwy. #15 West, Melville, SK

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 
• Diesel Dye Pumps

• Tire Repair & Tires • Full Line of Hardware 
& Automotive Supplies

• Minor Automotive Repairs • Feed 
• Bulk Petroleum

• Liquor and Cold Beer • Tobacco Products

By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

The list of Major League 
Baseball players born and 
raised in Winkler, Man., is 
a short one.

In fact, it’s one –  Tristan 
Peters.

The 26-year-old Peters, 
who bounced around a 
number of minor profes-
sional league parks before 
finally seeing major league 
duty last September, is 
having a breakout season 
with the Chicago White 
Sox. In fact, his play has 
been so outstanding that 
he played in this summer’s 
all-star game at Atlanta.

Peters was drafted 
207th overall in 2021 by 
the Milwaukee Brewers, 
traded to San Francisco 
Giants in 2022 and dealt 
to the Tampa Bay Rays 
a couple of months later. 
He played AA ball in 2023, 
moved up to AAA Durham 
in 2024 and was called up 
to Tampa last September 
when MLB rosters were 
expanded to 40 players.

Alas, in 12 late-season 
at-bats for the Rays, Peters 
had a .000 batting average, 
with seven strikeouts. An-
other trade? Yep, he was 
sent to the White Sox last 
December in a transaction 
that attracted little atten-

tion (other than in the 
Winkler-Morden Voice, 
perhaps). How eager were 
the Whites Sox to acquire 
Peters? They got him from 
the Rays, who are now 
lamenting their decision 
to dump Peters, for cash 
and a player to be named 
later.

Suddenly, however, 
the talent that scouts saw 
in Peters when he led the 
Okotoks Dawgs to the 
Western Major Baseball 
League championship in 
2019 by batting.396 with 
12 home runs and 44 RBI 
and earning playoff MVP 
honours has erupted into 
a major-league star on the 
south side of Chicago.

Overnight success? 
Hardly.

Heading into the final 
few games of the season, 
Peters led the resurgent 
White Sox in batting av-
erage, was third in OPS 
(on-base percentage plus 
slugging) and during one 
August stretch, homered 
in five consecutive games. 
He also hit for the cycle in 
a game against the Athlet-
ics in July. 

“It’s amazing - I don’t 
know what words there 
are for what he’s doing,” 
White Sox manager Will 
Venable told MLB.com. 
“Really, really special. Re-
ally cool to watch.”

Considering the previ-
ously sadsack White Sox 
have been leading the 
American League Central 
Division most of the sea-
son and are almost guar-
anteed a playoff spot, it’s 
not too farfetched to say 
that Peters’ performance 
has been one of the most 
important aspects of the 

White Sox turnaround. 
The Sox haven’t made the 
playoffs since 2021 and in 
each of the past three sea-
sons lost more than 100 
games. In 2024, they went 
41-121.

Of Peters’ 12 home runs 
through August, three of 
them immediately ended 
games in Chicago’s favour. 
“Walk-offs mean good 
things happen, obviously,” 
said Venable.

The online fan site 
‘South Side Sox’ proclaims 
Peters as the team’s Most 
Valuable Player this year. 
“The most important man 
on this roster was bought 
with the change between 
(owner) Jerry Reinsdorf’s 
couch cushions: Centre-
fielder and bunting grem-
lin extraordinaire, Tristan 
Peters. Had it not been for 
Peters, there’s no telling 
where the Sox would be in 
the standings.”

Peters ’  bouncing 
around days appear to be 
over.

• The late comedian 
Norm Macdonald: “My 
dad had this thing – ev-
eryone in Canada wants 
to play hockey; that’s all 
they want to do. So when 
I was a kid, whenever we 
skated my dad would not 
let us on the ice without 
hockey sticks, because of 
this insane fear we would 
become figure skaters!”

• Headline at theonion.
com: “Announcers Watch 
Angels-Royals Game In 
Total Silence”

• Greg Cote of the Miami 
Herald, on the upcoming 
labour negotiations be-
tween MLB players and 
owners: “Hey, baseball, 
feel free to dip a toe in the 

21st Century. Managers no 
longer wear suits in the 
dugout like Connie Mack. 
Pitchers no longer throw 
400 innings a year. Might 
be time to try a more mod-
ern business model, as 
well.”

• fark.com headline: 
“Washington Command-
ers sell out of merchandise 
featuring the old logo that 
shall not be named.”

• Prime Minister Mark 
Carney, while announc-
ing the replacement of 
aging rail cars: “(The old 
ones) were built when the 
NHL had six teams, when 
goalies didn’t wear masks, 
when the Leafs would win 
a Cup.”

• Janice Hough of left-
c o a s t s p o r t s b a b e . c o m : 
“Apparently Trump sup-
porters are threatening to 
boycott the NFL after Al 
Michaels mocked Trump’s 
renaming of Lake Ontario 
during a preseason broad-
cast. ‘That is Lake Erie. 
We think it is still called 
Lake Erie. We’re not quite 
sure at this point.’”

• Headline at theonion.
com: “Jets Hope To Sell 
More Merchandise With 
New ‘Philadelphia Ea-
gles’–Themed Jerseys”

Care to comment? 
Email brucepenton2003@
yahoo.ca

Sports Column

Manitoba’s Peters a breakout star with White Sox

SENDYOUR 
SPORTS
NEWS TO

news@gngnews.ca

Melville Millionaires
Jr. A Hockey

Game Schedule
Home/Away Games

 All Games 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated

Pre-season
SEPTEMBER:
11–
12–
Regular Season
SEPTEMBER:
18–
19–
25–
26–
29–

Yorkton Terriers
Jr. A Hockey

Game Schedule
Home/Away Games

All Games 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated

Pre-season
SEPTEMBER:
11–
12–

Regular Season
SEPTEMBER:
19–
22–
25–
26–

Fort Knox Hockey
Game Schedule

Home/Away Games
Pre-season
SEPTEMBER:
15–
19–
20–
Regular season
SEPTEMBER:
26–

Home/Away Games 
Pre-season
SEPTEMBER:
15–
19–
20–
Regular Season
SEPTEMBER:
26–
30–

Pilot Butte Storm
Game Schedule



By Calvin Daniels
Grasslands News 

An extensive resume in 
the ‘roaring game’ has Jeff 
Sharp among those to be 
inducted into the Yorkton 
Sports Hall of Fame Satur-
day, Sept. 19 at the Galla-
gher Centre.

“I remember when I 
first received the email, I 
was in the middle of a very 
busy period at work and 
actually thought it was a 
request for sponsorship 
at first,” recalled Sharp of 
being told of his selection. 
“So I left the email for a 
couple days to focus on 
work. Then when I read it 
- I had to re-read it a couple 
times to fully believe it! I 
had zero knowledge I was 
nominated. I was in disbe-
lief and actually felt unde-
serving of it at first.”

But that would seem 
to have been Sharp being 
humble, given the high-
lights of his curling career.

Growing up in Yorkton, 
he was on the Pat Sim-
mons rink that won four 
consecutive men’s provin-
cial championships from 
2005 to 2008, earning them 
a berth in the Canadian 
Brier and winning bronze 
in 2008.

Sharp is also a four-
time provincial Tankard 
champion and runner-up 
three times; qualified 
for 10 consecutive World 
Curling Tour Grand Slam 
events; ranked in the top 
10 in world rankings in 
multiple years and was the 
2005 champion in Japan at 
an international tourna-
ment at the Nagano Olym-
pic site.

However, even looking 
ahead to the induction eve-
ning, Sharp remained un-
sure if he felt he belonged.

“I think I will feel a bit 
undeserved, that is for 
sure,” he told Grasslands 
News. “But, I will feel so 
honoured and thankful, es-
pecially to have my family 
and my two kids (Carissa 
16, and Tessa nine) seeing 
me being honoured. 

“Carissa was not born 
when I was at the pinnacle 

of my curling career and 
she caught the tail-end of it 
when she was very young. 
And my youngest Tessa is 
just about to start junior 
curling this winter, so it 
makes me proud to have 
my daughters see me being 
honoured! I hope to have a 
lot of fun, tell some stories, 
and I may even have some 
tears of thankfulness.”

The induction of course 
is something to be shared 
by family and with friends.

“I tend to be a bit re-
served in publicly celebrat-
ing my accomplishments, 
but I am amazed at the 
responses and congrat-
ulations I have received 
from so many people,” 
said Sharp. “I never really 
curled for publicity and 
recognition, I wanted to 
achieve my curling goals 
more for myself and later 
to be a positive influence 
for my kids. But I feel 
that this Yorkton Sports 
Hall of Fame induction is 
so valuable now - for my 
parents, my amazing wife 
Barb, and all my family, 
both mine and my wife’s, 
as they know how hard 
I worked on my passion 
of curling over the years, 
and I know how much they 
helped me and supported 
me and even gave up for 

me to pursue my curling 
passion. 

“For all of my compet-
itive curling career I was 
either working full time or 
going to university at the 
same time while trying to 
achieve my curling goals. I 
always used up all my va-
cation time and more hav-
ing to take time-off without 
pay to curl. The support 
from my wife during those 
years -- it makes this rec-
ognition valuable as it is 
an opportunity for me to 
thank her and my fam-
ily for all their sacrifice 
and support to follow my 
dreams.”

When it comes to ac-
complishments, as noted 
there have been many for 
Sharp, but which memo-
ries has the induction an-
nouncement triggered for 
Sharp?

“The people,” he said. 
“The curling community 
is one of the best commu-
nities I have been a part 
of. From all my team-
mates and friendships I 
made over the years, to the 
coaches and many, many 
volunteers in the curling 
community.  

“I had so many differ-
ent supporting people 
throughout my curling 
career. Besides my family, 

many different teachers 
and coaches in elementary 
and high school, even all 
the Yorkton curling rink 
managers, ice makers, 
and junior learn-to-curl 
coaches that went the 
extra mile, that was very 
big in my development.  

“So many different 
teammates, coaches, and 
sports psychologists that 
all provided me with dif-
ferent valuable skills that 
helped contribute not only 
to my curling career, but 
also the other aspects of 
my life like work and fam-
ily.  

“So yes, the people in 
the curling community is 
probably the biggest as-
pect that I like to reflect 
back on.”

Interestingly, the suc-
cesses Sharp found in the 
sport came from a seed 
planted by his parents own 
involvement in the sport.

“My parents curled 
once or twice a week while 
I was young, and some 
of my grandparents did 
too,” he said. “I remem-
ber always being a rink-
rat watching them and as 
soon as a sheet came open 
I would jump out there and 
try throwing rocks. Look-
ing back I am surprised 
the curling rinks let me as 
I didn’t have any curling 
shoes or know how to slide 
yet at that age.  

“I also tried playing 
hockey for a year or two, 
but I was not cut out 
for hockey. I remember 
knocking opponents over 
-- by accident -- and stop-
ping to say sorry and help 
them up.

“So after that the next 

fall my parents asked me if 
I wanted to go into curling 
or play hockey again.  

“I chose curling.
“I was a bit of a natural 

curler at a young age, that 
helps when you feel suc-
cessful when starting out.”

It might have been in 
his genes.

“My uncle Warren 
Sharp was a little bit of a 
competitive curler in Sas-
katchewan and won the 
provincial championship 
and competed in the 1992 
Brier in Regina,” said 
Sharp. “Being able to go 
watch him in that Brier 
was amazing, seeing all the 
fans cheering for Saskatch-
ewan all week really solidi-
fied my love of curling.”

The aforementioned 
people associated with the 
sport, and his own skills 
with a curling rock kept 
Sharp focused.

“Besides having lots of 
success in the sport over 
the years, it was the friend-
ships and teammates that 
locked me into the sport,” 
he said.

“I also loved how it 
helped bring my family 
and extended family to-
gether over the years com-
ing to all the bonspiels, 
Provincial Champion-
ships, Briers, Olympic tri-
als, etc.”

The accomplishments 
all seem a bit surreal and a 
bit bittersweet to Sharp as 
he looks back.

“I truly believed and 
hoped I would have won 
a Brier for Saskatche-
wan,” he said. “It was all I 
dreamed about doing after 
watching my uncle at the 
1992 Regina Brier. 

“I came so close at the 
2008 Winnipeg Brier play-
ing with Pat Simmons and 
four other Yorktonites - 
teammates Gerry Adam 
and Steve Laycock, fifth 
player Warren Jackson, 
and our coach the late 

great Barry Fiendell. 
“We lost the 1 vs 2 play-

off game to get to the Brier 
Final. We lost that game
to Kevin Martin’s Team 
Alberta on the final shot
to win the game, a hit 
and stick for the win that
picked something on the
ice and caused our rock to
jump and over-curl. 

“We ended up with
the bronze medal at that
Brier.”

And then the Olympics 
loomed.

“With Team Simmons
we were one of 10 Cana-
dian teams to qualify for
the 2009 Olympic Curl-
ing trials,” said Sharp.
“This was a huge goal and
achievement for our young 
team. In that event, we 
were the only team to beat
the eventual Olympic Gold
Medalist Kevin Martin’s 
team on their run to win-
ning Olympic Gold.  

“Looking back now I
am not really surprised at 
my accomplishments in
curling, because I worked
very, very hard at the
sport. I sacrificed a lot too, 
from family, friends, and 
work time. I had yearly
personal and team goals 
that I worked toward every 
day. 

“I feel very proud of my
accomplishments, and I
know that I left everything 
out there in my curling
career and had many pos-
itive experiences.”

This year’s inductees
will join 97 athletes and
builders and 21 teams pre-
viously honoured since the
Hall’s founding in 1994. 

The local Hall of Fame
will also recognize recip-
ients of the Support for
Sports Award, now spon-
sored by the Kinsmen Club
of Yorkton. It is presented
to deserving supporters of
sports in Yorkton, includ-
ing businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals.
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PINTAIL WINTER 
WHEAT ON SALE

EXTREMELY HARDY. 
HIGH YIELDING. 

AWNLESS. 
EXCELLENT VARIETY FOR 
FORAGE OR FEED GRAIN 

PRODUCTION. 

LOW INPUTS 
HIGH PROFITS

BIG DISCOUNTS FOR 
LARGE ORDERS

YOU HAVE TO TRY IT. 
IT’S THAT GOOD!

Call 403-556-2609 or 
text 403-994-2609
mastinseeds.com

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATORS  

Motor scrapers, dozers,
excavators, rock trucks,
packers; wide range of
machines.     
Camp/R & B provided.  

Competitive wages. 
Valid drivers license 

required.   
Send resume and 

work references to: 
Bryden Construction 

and Transport Co. Inc. 

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@

www.brydenconstruction
andtransport.ca

OSOYOOS LAKE-
SHORE VILLA 

VACATION RENTAL
EXECUTIVE  

LAKEVIEW VILLA 
in Osoyoos, BC,  

with breathtaking 
lake & mountain 
views and just 

3 minutes from town
EXPERIENCE THE 

ULTIMATE 
GETAWAY!  

Or wanting warmer 
weather? 

 Two luxurious 5-star 
resort units in 

Phoenix, Arizona. 
Doug 306-716-2671
osoyooslakevilla.com

Curler Jeff Sharp sliding into the Yorkton Sports Hall of Fame

Sharp delivers
Jeff Sharp is set to be inducted into the Yorkton Sports Hall of Fame that is set 
to go on Saturday, Sept. 19 at the Gallagher Centre in Yorkton.

Breitkreuz joins Mauler coaching staff
By Calvin Daniels

Grasslands News 

The Yorkton Kinsmen Maulers have 
added some coaching depth to the roster.

Brett Breitkreuz, a product of Spring-
side who spent two seasons with the York-
ton Harvest U18 AAA program in 2004-05 
and 2005-06, playing nine games with the 
SJHL’s Yorkton Terriers that season, has 
joined the U18 AAA club ahead of the 2026-
27 season.

He then moved onto the WHL, playing 
with the Kelowna Rockets, Edmonton Oil 
Kings and Vancouver Giants over his 
multiple seasons in the league.

Breitkreuz then spent 14 seasons over-
seas in Germany, winning three champi-
onships in 2017, 2021 and 2022 in the DEL2.

While suggesting he’s not looking for 
a new career as a coach, Breitkreuz told 
Grasslands News the opportunity was a 
good one on several levels.

It started with knowing coach Josh 
Garbutt and Dustin Nehring.

“Obviously I’ve known Josh and 
Dustin for a long time,” he said, adding it 
was “a conversation with Josh it just kind 
of came up.”

It was also a case of feeling the new 
regime guiding the Maulers, who have 

struggled for a few years, is going in the 
right direction, and that he can help as 
they rebuild things locally.

“I really do believe these guys are on 
the right track,” he said.

It is also a time where Breitkreuz, now 
two years removed from his pro career, 
has settled into a job locally, and family 
life, so that “I have a little bit of time to 
commit to it.”

The move to the bench also “helps keep 
me involved… It helps me stay connected 
(to the game),” he offered.

Now Breitkreuz said he just hopes 
to impart some hockey wisdom he has 
gained through the years on the Maulers, 
being “a good resource for the kids.”

So far, he is liking the role too.
“I’m really enjoying working with the 

kids. It’s pretty rewarding seeing the ef-
fort,” he said, adding in terms of coaching 
“… No one is trying to reinvent the wheel 
anymore.”

Instead, it comes down to being dedi-
cated to the game.

“You’ve got to be competitive. You’ve 
got to play hard. You’ve got to have good 
habits,” offered Breitkreuz.

The 2026-27 Kinsmen Maulers season 
begins on Friday, Sept. 25 when the Swift 
Current Legionnaires come to the West-
land Insurance Arena.
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Bear scores twice as Pats rally past Wheat Kings
By Chris Ashfield

Grasslands News 

A Western Hockey League pre-season 
game Saturday night had plenty of local 
flavour, with players from Ochapowace 
and Whitewood on the ice and behind the 
Regina Pats bench, an NHL veteran tak-
ing part in the ceremonial puck drop and 
fans getting a chance to meet the players 
afterward.

Ochapowace product Connor Bear 
scored twice, including the tying goal, 
as the Pats erased a three-goal deficit to 
defeat the Brandon Wheat Kings 6-4 at 
the Chief Denton George Sports Plex on 
Saturday, Sept. 5.

The victory improved Regina’s 
pre-season record to 4-0.

For Bear, the game provided an oppor-
tunity to play WHL hockey in his home 
community. The Pats and Wheat Kings 
brought their pre-season matchup to 
Ochapowace, giving local hockey fans a 
chance to see major junior hockey close 
to home.

The local connections extended be-
yond Bear. Whitewood’s Reese Hamilton 
was in the Pats’ lineup on defence, while 
fellow Whitewood product Taras McE-
wen was behind the Regina bench as an 
assistant coach.

Adding to the significance of the eve-
ning was Ochapowace’s NHL player 
Ethan Bear, who was a special guest and 
dropped the ceremonial puck before the 
game.

Once the puck dropped for real, how-
ever, Brandon quickly took control.

Kris Muise scored four times for the 

Wheat Kings as Brandon built a 4-1 ad-
vantage early in the second period. Re-
gina’s Maddox Schultz had the Pats’ lone 
goal during that stretch.

Regina began chipping away at the 
deficit when Samuel Karsay scored twice 
in the second period, pulling the Pats to 
within one at 4-3 heading into the third.

Bear then gave the hometown crowd 
something to celebrate just 30 seconds 
into the final period.

With Regina on the power play, Bear 
redirected an Aiden Wagner shot from 
the point into the Brandon net to tie the 
game 4-4.

Cohen Klassen completed the come-

back later in the period, giving Regina 
its first lead of the night at 5-4.

Bear wasn’t finished.
After serving a late penalty, the 

Ochapowace forward came out of the
penalty box and scored into an empty
Brandon net with 54 seconds remaining,
sealing the 6-4 victory and giving him
two goals in front of his home crowd.

The evening also brought together
a pair of players with a Saskatchewan
hockey connection. Bear and Hamilton 
were teammates with Team Saskatche-
wan at the 2023 Canada Winter Games,
where Saskatchewan captured the silver 
medal.

For Hamilton, Saturday’s contest pro-
vided an opportunity to play only a short
distance from his hometown of White-
wood, while McEwen’s presence behind
the bench added another Whitewood con-
nection to the Pats’ organization.

McEwen joined Regina’s coaching 
staff this summer after serving as head 
coach of Prairie Hockey Academy’s U18
Prep team. He previously coached with
the Swift Current Broncos.

The hockey wasn’t the only attrac-
tion for those who attended Saturday’s
game. Pats’ players remained following 
the contest for an autograph session, giv-
ing young fans and other spectators an
opportunity to meet the players and cap
off the evening.

For Ochapowace fans in particular, 
the night provided a memorable combi-
nation — NHL veteran Ethan Bear drop-
ping the ceremonial puck and hometown
product Connor Bear scoring twice as 
the Pats completed a three-goal come-
back in front of the local crowd.

Making his mark

Saturday, Sept. 5. Bear tied the game just 30 seconds into the third period 

Soccer leads Andy Wyatt to Yorkton Sports Hall of Fame
By Calvin Daniels

Grasslands News 

Andy Wyatt will be among those inducted into the 
Yorkton Sports Hall of Fame Saturday, Sept. 19 at the 
Gallagher Centre.

“I was humbled, honoured and appreciative,” Wyatt 
told Grasslands News of learning of his selection. “I had 
helped to nominate Alfredo Bermudez a few years ago 
and was surprised at that time that we didn’t have any 
other members of our soccer community inducted into 
the Hall of Fame. I really believe this is a recognition 
for Yorkton Soccer in general and for Yorkton United 
FC which has been a huge part of organized sports in 
Yorkton for many years. “

Wyatt’s recognition comes from him having coached 
all age groups and genders in Yorkton over a span of 
more than 30 years. He served on the board when the 
Yorkton United Football Club was founded in 2001 and 
later became its technical director.

In 2008 he was recognized by SaskSoccer as Grass-
roots Coach of the Year. He coached teams represent-
ing Saskatchewan at national championships in 2007, 
2008, and 2025, having won provincial championships 
to qualify.

With learning of the induction Wyatt has had time to 
reflect on his years in soccer.

“The memories I have about my time in soccer are 
always there,” he said. “When I was told about being 
inducted, the memories that jumped out to me were 
twofold.

“First, all the competitions that I took part in. There 
was a lot of success but also a fair share of setbacks. 
They can reflect on how individual players and teams 
developed but also how far our club has grown.

“Second, something like this made me think about 
the players I coached and where they are now. Seeing 
these young kids succeed in both soccer and life always 
brings a smile to my face. A lot of my former players 
have reached out to congratulate me and it just reminds 
me of the great times I got to share with them when they 

were kids and how happy I am to see where they are 
now.”

Looking back , what was it that initially attracted 
Wyatt to soccer?

“I grew up in B.C. where soccer rivaled hockey as 
the #1 sport,” he replied. “My family didn’t have a lot of 
money, so hockey was not really an option for me. I was 
a pretty good player, so I always enjoyed playing soccer 
but didn’t follow it. Most of my friends were football and 
hockey fans so I never really followed the game until 
later in life.”

And, through the years the sport continued to inter-
est Wyatt.

“I always played soccer but never at the highest lev-
els throughout by teenage and University years,” he 
said.

“Yorkton didn’t really have a lot to offer. When I 
came back to Yorkton after University, soccer was the 
only sport I could play recreationally and enjoyed it. 
Our adult team started to get better and so did the com-
petitive youth soccer in Yorkton.

“More and more people from other countries joined 
our club and our team and a lot of them brought that 
passion for soccer with them. Rather than talk about 
hockey or football, I was starting to talk about soccer. 
I started coaching and playing at a higher level and it 
was just natural to want to learn more about the game 
to improve both as a player and coach. After I started to 
learn more, I was hooked and my main focus for sports 
became soccer.”

Looking back Wyatt said what he accomplished sur-
prises in retrospect.

“Yes it does. The success I have been lucky to be 
a part of has been incredible,” he said. “I brag about 
YUFC to any and every person I meet from the soccer 
community.

“When I started, our teams could barely compete in 
the Division 2 levels.

“Over the years we improved and now consistently 
compete with the top clubs in Saskatchewan and Man-
itoba.”

The program now regularly produces players who 
move on from here to play at higher levels.

“Our players are playing for universities and col-
leges and overseas,” said Wyatt. “Teams I have coached
have gone to Nationals three times. We played the best
teams from other provinces. The teams we played came 
from Toronto, Vancouver, Halifax, Edmonton, Winni-
peg and so on.

“And we competed with virtually all of our players 
coming from Yorkton, a city of 16,000 people. We could 
have tried to pick up top players from Regina and Sas-
katoon, but we didn’t. We did it with players who lived
in Yorkton, many of which grew up here.”

Along the way there are stories to be told of Wyatt’s 
soccer journey.

“Haha, I got a lot of stories and some are not the most
appropriate. I guess the best memory/story I have is I 
coached and played in Outdoor Nationals in Halifax in
2007 and St. Johns in 2008,” he said. “This was the high-
est level of amateur soccer to coach and play. Then in
2025, I coached a team that made it to Futsal nationals, 
once again the highest level and my son was on that
team. It was really a full circle moment that I was able 
to enjoy and reflect on.

“I also have a lot of stories of players celebrating suc-
cess, not the success of the team but the success of other 
players. Seeing my star player, a 12-year-old kid cele-
brate when the weakest player on our team scored his
first and only goal. The character of these kids always
amazes me.”

The upcoming induction will of course be a shared 
experience.

“My friends and family are happy for me and are 
proud of the recognition because they are the ones who
have seen all the work I put into that part of my life. 
My 94-year-old father is probably the happiest for me,”
said Wyatt.

It will also be a night with its share of emotions such 
as “gratitude and intense pride in our soccer club,” of-
fered Wyatt. “I have probably coached well over a thou-
sand kids throughout the years. I have met so many
great kids, coaches, players and parents. A lot of these
people have done so much to give kids the opportunity
to play soccer recreationally or at a higher level.

“I owe so much to soccer and the people behind YUFC 
and so accepting a personal recognition that truly is a 
recognition for everyone I worked with will be special.”

This year’s inductees will join 97 athletes and build-
ers and 21 teams previously honoured since the Hall’s 
founding in 1994. 

The local Hall of Fame will also recognize recipients
of the Support for Sports Award, now sponsored by the 
Kinsmen Club of Yorkton. It is presented to deserving 
supporters of sports in Yorkton, including businesses, 
organizations and individuals.

Email to: ads@grasslandsnews.ca or call: 1-844-GNG-NEWS

Don’t leave your customers in 
the dark. Tell them what you 
are doing.
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Yorkton’s Samantha Hall volunteers with WRSOS
By Calvin Daniels

Grasslands News 

The Wildlife Rescue Society of Sas-
katchewan is a registered non-profit 
organization that is provincially and 
federally permitted to operate across 
Saskatchewan. Since its founding in 
2006, WRSOS has grown into a network 
of more than 100 dedicated volunteers, 
including four in the Yorkton area.

“Our goal is to promote the successful 
coexistence, understanding and respect 
between people and wildlife, while pro-
viding assistance to injured, orphaned 
and sick wildlife across the province,” 
said one of the local volunteers Saman-
tha Hall, a volunteer with WRSOS since 
January 2021. “We work closely with 
Conservation Officers, veterinary clinics 
and provincially licensed wildlife reha-
bilitators throughout Saskatchewan.

“We provide a wildlife helpline, res-
cue and transport services, public ed-
ucation and support for people who 
encounter wildlife in need. All of our 
services are free of charge and provided 
by volunteers. We do not receive any 
government funding; our funding comes 
through grant writing and fundraising. 

“A big part of what we do is education. 
We help people understand when wildlife 
actually needs intervention, what to do 
when they encounter an animal in dis-
tress, and how to prevent or resolve hu-
man-wildlife conflicts.”

Over time Hall’s role with WRSOS has 
expanded.

“After a few years as an active vol-
unteer, our Executive Director, Bonnie 
Dell, asked if I would be interested in 
joining the management team as Volun-
teer Coordinator,” she told Grasslands 
News. “I’ve been doing that ever since. 
My role involves communicating with 
volunteer inquiries, managing applica-
tions, hosting training sessions and help-
ing onboard new volunteers.

“WRSOS has also provided me with 
IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation train-
ing, which has allowed me to become 
one of our field stations here in Yorkton. 
Because some of our licensed rehabilita-
tors are located quite a distance away, 
having trained field stations throughout 
the province is important. I’m able to act 
as a wildlife first responder here in the 
area, following the direction of a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitator.”

So what drew you Hall to become in-
volved?

“It all started with a pigeon,” she said.
“It was one of those -40°C nights, and 

there was a pigeon just sitting outside 
on the sidewalk. I didn’t think that was 
normal, or safe, so I heard about WRSOS, 
found them online, called their helpline 
and left a message about the pigeon. Not 
long afterward, I received a call back and 
one of their volunteers came and picked 
up the pigeon. I was told it would be 
taken to a wildlife rehabilitation facility 
in either Regina or Saskatoon. I thought 
that was pretty amazing, the empathy 
they had for even just a pigeon. I went on 
to look at the WRSOS website and discov-
ered that I could apply to become a volun-
teer, and the rest is history!”

Hall joined and has remained active.
“I’ve stayed involved over the years 

because there are so many rewarding 
parts to it. Being able to work hands-on 
with wildlife is incredible, but so is the 
continued learning about Saskatchewan 
wildlife and conservation,” she said. 
“There’s also the camaraderie of being 
surrounded by like-minded people.

“Ultimately, it gives me that feeling 
of being part of something bigger and 
knowing that I’m making a difference.”

Finding the WRSOS really connected 
with a long time interest in wildlife and 
its conservation for Hall.

“Oh, definitely! I’ve been an animal 
lover since I was little,” she explained. “I 
also fostered for a local domestic animal 
rescue for a number of years, so helping 
animals has always been something that 
was important to me.

“When I had the opportunity to vol-
unteer with wildlife and actually get 
hands-on experience, it was a no-brainer. 

I’m so glad I made that decision, and I 
can definitely see myself having a long 
future with WRSOS.”

So how would others become in-
volved?

“There are lots of different ways to 
become involved with WRSOS, and not 
all of them involve going out into the 
field,” offered Hall. “We have volunteers 
involved in rescue and transport, but we 
also have opportunities in areas such as 
marketing, grant writing, event planning 
and even our board of directors.”

And, she added there is no cost to vol-
unteer with the WRSOS.

“Anyone interested can find more in-
formation through our website (wrsos.
org) and social media and reach out to 
find out what opportunities might be a 
good fit for them,” continued Hall.

Locally more help would be welcome.
“In the Yorkton area, we could espe-

cially use more transport volunteers,” 
said Hall. “These volunteers help trans-
port contained wildlife into Yorkton and, 
when necessary, all or part of the way to 
Regina so that the animal can get to a li-
censed rehabilitator.

“WRSOS also provides a donation re-
ceipt based on kilometres driven, which 
volunteers can use for tax purposes each 
year, with mileage rates based on CRA 
guidelines.”

So, back to Hall’s involvement, and 
what were memorable rescues.

“Oh man! One of the most memora-
ble rescues for me was an adult beaver 
that had gotten trapped in a cistern at a 
nearby dam,” said Hall.

“Another volunteer and I managed to 
cover the beaver with a thick felt quilt. 
I stepped on either side of the beaver to 
hold the quilt in place while we brought 
the crate over. We then pulled the quilt 
up enough to create an opening, and 
thankfully the beaver went straight into 
the crate.

“Of course, the crate ended up being 
too large to fit through the opening in the 
cistern!

“So we had to get some local people to 
help us. They brought a ladder and rope, 
and together we hoisted the crate, and 
the beaver, up and over the opening.

“The beaver had some minor wounds 
and was treated by a licensed wildlife re-
habilitator. A few weeks later, we were 
able to return to the same location and 
release the beaver back into the wild.

“That was a pretty incredible experi-
ence.”

The beaver has been one of many Hall 
has helped.

“I’ve also had the opportunity to be 
hands-on with quite a variety of wild-
life in the Yorkton area, including great 
horned owls, a great grey owl, hawks, 
Canada geese, raccoons and hoary bats,” 
she said. “I have to say, though, one of 
the most intimidating, and exciting, has 
to be working with an adult bald eagle!”

The Yorkton area is actually a rather 
busy one for the WRSOS.

“We receive dozens of calls from York-
ton and the surrounding area every year, 
involving a wide variety of wildlife situa-
tions,” said Hall.

“Provincially, WRSOS receives thou-
sands of calls each year through our 
wildlife helpline, and the number of calls 
continues to increase every year. This re-
ally highlights the growing need for wild-
life rescue, education and support across 
Saskatchewan.”

Overall, Hall said her involvement 
with WRSOS has been educational.

“One of the most impactful things I’ve 
learned during my journey with WRSOS 
is that a lot of well-meaning people can 
unintentionally cause harm to wildlife 
simply because they don’t know what to 
do,” said Hall.

“It can be something as simple as pro-
viding the wrong food, taking an animal 
that didn’t actually need to be rescued, or 
believing and spreading fear-based infor-
mation about wildlife. A lot of these sit-
uations can be avoided simply by giving 
us a call first.”

In that regard Hall said people just 
need to be educated a little, and that too 
is the role of the organization.

“We don’t just rescue wildlife; we pro-
vide information and guidance. We help 

members of the public, but we also work 
with RMs, cities and other organizations 
when wildlife situations arise.”

Overall, involvement with the WRSOS 
has been a rewarding journey for Hall.

“When I think back to that -40°C night 
in 2021, when I made a phone call because
I was worried about a pigeon, I never 
could have imagined where that phone 
call would lead,” she said. “I certainly
didn’t expect that I would eventually be
helping coordinate volunteers and re-
sponding to wildlife emergencies myself.

“That’s one of the things I love about 
WRSOS. You don’t have to be an expert 
to start. Sometimes you just have to care
enough to make the call—and from there, 
you can learn, get involved and become 
part of something that makes a real dif-
ference for Saskatchewan’s wildlife.”

If someone finds wildlife they are con-
cerned about, they can contact the Wild-
life Rescue Society of Saskatchewan at
306-242-7177.

Hooo Hoo
All wildlife are held under license of the 
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Sunny Side Up

Holy places are nearer 
than you think

By Kathleen Gibson
Grasslands News 

God put something in 
our souls that stretches 
ever upward to reach him. 
Consider the edifices we 
build in which to worship:

I’ve stood in holy halls. 
In small, white, tall-stee-
pled churches that dot 
the green hills of Swit-
zerland. In London’s St. 
Paul’s cathedral, where 
famous dead lay power-
less in the crypt below me. 
I’ve attended evensong 
in York Minster, York’s 
7th Century many-spired 
Gothic cathedral, and 
Sunday evening mass in 
Notre-Dame Cathedral 
Basilica near Canada’s 
Parliament Hill, listening 
to 4,800 pipes sounding 
from its historic organ.  

I’ve worshipped in 
humbly built chapels in 
India. Stood awestruck 
in the Vatican’s Dome of 
St. Peter, the tallest in the 
world. I’ve held my breath 
until it hurt in the Sistine 
Chapel, surrounded by 
paintings by some of the 
world’s greatest artists, 
beneath Michelangelo’s 
iconic scenes depicting 
creation, judgment, and 
redemption.

But what do I know of 
holy? Only this: when I 

reach God best, when I feel 
him nearest me, fingering 
my soul, filling my spirit 
and assuring me of his 
love, it’s never in places 
that tourists flock to see. 
Never where men have 
lost their lives building 
spires or chipping mas-
sive stones. Nor where 
kings and queens have 
been crowned or buried.

Where do you connect 
with God? When I reach 
him, or, rather, when he 
reaches me, it’s far nearer 
home. In the sanctuary 
of our own church and 
the holy hush of commu-
nal worship. Or as the 
Preacher and I join hands 
to pray. But I’m just as 
likely to be reading scrip-
ture, wandering a wooded 
trail, or working in one of 
our garden beds.  

I spent a few hours 
awake overnight. Unable 
to sleep, I plugged in my 
earbuds and opened my 
favourite free classical 
music app. (Classical 
King, for those who may 
enjoy that, too.)  Strangely, 
I heard a carol, one you 
and I know well. “Silent 
night, holy night…”  

It made me reflect on 
holy. On the place God 
chose for Jesus’ birth. No 
spires, no iconic artwork, 
no incense or gold-lined 
altar. Just a stable rough-

hewn, embedded with 
the sharp scent of live-
stock. An insignificant 
dot under the vast dome 
of sky – and one blazing 
star. And yet, a most holy 
place – because God was 
all there: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.

Cathedrals, churches 
and temples are not nec-
essarily holy nor unholy. 
God himself directed the 
building of glorious tem-
ples in scripture. But I 
also recall scripture that 
reminds us that he created 
our human bodies to be 
his temples, impeccably 
fashioned for the highest 
purpose of reflecting his 
glory to others.

In the mid 1800s, Rector 
John S.B. Monsell penned 
a hymn which included 
this chorus:

“O worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his 
glory proclaim; with gold 
of obedience, and incense 
of lowliness, kneel and 
adore him: the Lord is his 
name.”

That’s the gold God 
wants. The incense that 
pleases him. The worship 
he deserves. The holiness 
he finds beautiful. The 
glory he owns. And that 
holy place is in your own 
heart.

GET IT
WEEKLY

Join the more
than 12,000 readers 

who enjoy and
support  the local 

newspaper. 
Subscribe by calling

1-844-GNG-NEWS

A PLEA FOR MODESTY
“Look, I come like a thief!

Blessed is the one who stays
awake and remains clothed,

so as not to go naked and
be shamefully exposed.”

Revelation 16:15 NIV

    St. Mary’s Ukrainian 
   Catholic Church

   155 Catherine St., Yorkton, SK
306-783-4594

Pastor - Fr. Basil Malowany
Phone: 306-783-4594 or 306-783-7778

Saturday - 5 PM (English)
Sunday - 9 AM (English & Ukrainian)

SICK CALLS ANYTIME—BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE BY APPOINTMENT

PRAIRIE HARVEST
CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTRE

72 Melrose Ave., Yorkton, SK • PH: 306-786-6840
Senior Pastors Des & Cheryl Klingspon
Employment Program 306-786-1840

Online Sunday Worship Service 10:30AM
will be on our Facebook page

Contemporary Worship • Children’s Ministry • Youth Ministry
phclc.org

“Changing our world with the love of God.”

 Orthodox Church
89 Bradbrooke Drive, Yorkton, SK S3N 2Y2

306-782-2998
Father Roman Kocur 

Sunday, September 13: 
Divine Liturgy - 10:00 a.m. - Yorkton

Monday, September 14:
Divine Liturgy - 10:00 a.m. - Yorkton

Church of God in
Christ Mennonite

Saltcoats, SK

SUNDAY SCHOOL EVERY SUNDAY: 10:00 AM
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE: 11:00 AM

EVERYONE WELCOME
Pastor Laurel Wiebe - 306-898-2099 Priest: Rodion Luciuk   Phone: 306-786-6216 Cell: 306-621-5341

Saturday, Sept. 12th - Vespers 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 13th Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Elevation of the Precious Cross

“Christianity is an entirely new way of being human.” St. Maximus the Confessor

St. Mark Th e Evangelist Orthodox Church
160 Betts Ave., Yorkton, SK

“Services in English”
www.stmarkyorkton.ca

Come and experience the faith of the apostles

HAVE A STORY IDEA?
If you have a story idea or see worthwhile news happening, give us a call

1-844-GNG-NEWS
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CLASSIFIEDS
ONE AD, SEVEN NEWSPAPERS: All classified ads appear in the Fort Qu’Appelle Times, Indian Head-Wolseley News, Kipling Clipper, Melville Advance, Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun, Quad Town Forum and Yorkton This Week. 

GESSNER –

–Loved, remembered and missed 
every day, Brenda and Jack; Darcia; 
Kathie and Perry; grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

OFFICE SPACES FOR RENT – 

306-260-
7447

& BAZAAR

PAYING CASH

Obituary Deadline 
Tuesdays 12 Noon

CLASSIFIED RATES
(based on 25 words or less) 

1 week: $15.00 • 2 weeks: $20.00 • 3 weeks: $25.00 • 4 weeks: $30.00 

Additional weeks: $7.50 • Deadline: Tuesdays at 12 noon

1-844-GNG-NEWS
Email: classifieds@grasslandsnews.caand 

e-transfers

Place a
Classified 

and it will appear in
6 newspapers

at one cost
email: 

production2@
grasslandsnews.ca

Leonard Martin Pantel 
passed away peacefully in the 
All Nations’ Healing Hospital,
Fort Qu’Appelle, SK on 
Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2026.

He was predeceased by 
his wife Phyllis Pantel; his 
parents Paul and Amelia 
Pantel; his sister Elaine Craig; 
as well many aunts, uncles 
and other relatives.

Leonard is survived by his 
children: Pauline Gabriel and
and Leonard (Lenny) Pantel;
brother Albert Pantel; grandchildren: Mackenzie, Victoria,
Elizabeth and Richard Gabriel and many nieces, nephews 
and other relatives. 

Leonard grew up in Regina and later lived in Fort Qu’
Appelle where he met his wife Phyllis Pantel. They would 
eventually move out to the acreage where they raised their 
children and enjoyed time with their grandkids. Leonard
was a self-employed plumber for 60 years and rented 
houses. Through the years Leonard helped with the church 
and volunteered many years with Camp Lutherland. He was 

at the camp and on his own projects as well as enjoying 
time spent with his kids and grandkids. He will missed and 
remembered by all.

A funeral service for both Leonard and Phyllis Pantel will 
be held in Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Fort Qu’Appelle, 
SK on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. The interment 
will follow in Lakeview Cemetery.

Online condolences may be made at www.tubmanfh.com

Obituary Leonard Martin Pantel
Aug. 10, 1945 - Aug. 25, 2026

Raymond Douglas Shepherd,
known to everyone as Doug, 

Raymond and Phyllis Shepherd. 
Doug passed away peacefully 

with his loving wife, Debbie, and 
his daughter by his side.

Doug was predeceased 
by his parents, Raymond and
Phyllis; brother David; brother-
in-law Gary; and sisters-in-law
Sue and Joanne. He is survived
by his wife, Debbie; son Stephen (Nicole); daughter
Michelle (Tyson); grandchildren Kaitlin (Jared) and Jordon;
step-grandkids Miah and Brynnlee; his soon-to-be 
great-grandson; brothers Keith (Karen), George (Audrey) 
and Wayne; sisters Sandra (Walter) and Phyllis; and other 
numerous family members.

Doug was born in Whitewood, SK, and grew up on the 
family farm just north of Whitewood. He helped out on the 
family farm while attending school. Growing up in a big 
family, there was always some kind of mischief he and his 
siblings would get into. After graduating high school, Doug 
went to the University of Saskatchewan for an agriculture 
degree. He returned to Whitewood to work and help on the 
family farm; he met Debbie shortly after. They married and 
raised their two children on the family farm before moving 

Doug always liked to stay busy. He was a parts manager 
for Massey Ferguson for 22 years and worked park mainte-

in his free time.
Doug had a love for gardening, nature and helping 

dens, driving in the country, helping others, taking people to 
appointments, or at the local coffee shop. Doug had a deep 
love for his family, especially his grandchildren. He loved 
helping his granddaughter with gardening tips. He took 

always eager to help them when they needed it.
Doug will be missed by all who knew and loved him. 
A celebration of Doug’s life was held Friday, Sept. 

4, 2026, at the Whitewood Legion Community Hall with 

ing the hymns, and Kaitlin Roberts providing a tribute. Doug 
was laid to rest in the Whitewood Cemetery Columbarium 
with Keith Shepherd acting as urn bearer.  

Arrangements were entrusted to Matthews Funeral 
Home, Melville and Whitewood.

Obituary Raymond Douglas Shepherd
Oct. 13, 1950 - Aug. 19, 2026

www.baileysfuneralhome.com

It is with deep sadness that 
the family of Evelyn Yacyshyn 
announces her peaceful pass-

Evelyn was born in the 
district of Swan Plain on Oct. 

Werbowesky, and grew up on 
the farm with her six siblings. 
Evelyn was deeply proud of 
her Ukrainian heritage, which 
remained an important part 
of her identity throughout her 
life.  Raised speaking both English and Ukrainian at home, 
she treasured traditions that connected generations of her 
family. Ukrainian food, dance and music held a special 
place in her heart. 

Evelyn loved cooking for her family, gardening and cro-
cheting thoughtful handmade items for family and friends, 
and doing puzzles. She especially enjoyed playing cards 
and could often be counted on to win more than her fair 
share of games. She also enjoyed many evenings listening 
to Victor play the violin. She was always willing to lend a 
hand generously giving her time to help at church and hall 
gatherings. Above all, Evelyn cherished her family and the 
time spent together.  

She will be lovingly remembered by her husband, 
Victor; her sons Gerald (Gerda), Darold (Lori) and Gord 
(Robin); her grandchildren, Rachel (Luc), Nicole, Trista
(Keira), Justin (Kim), Amanda (Justin), Clayton and 
Brennan; her great-grandchildren, Enzo, Nico, Rocco, 
Cade, Maya, Nathan and Ada; and her sister, Minnie (Bill).

Evelyn was predeceased by her parents, Mike and Anne 
Werbowesky; her brothers, Peter, Bill and Ernie; and her 
sisters, Mary and Pauline. 

The family would also like to thank the staff at 
Country Meadows, at the nursing home, for their kindness 
and wonderful care of Evelyn in the last few years and the 
staff at Yorkton Regional Health Centre for their compas-
sionate care in her last few days. She will be deeply missed 
by all who knew her. 

from the Yorkton Memorial Gardens Family Centre with the 

Kopan served as cantor. Amanda Procyshen served as 
cross bearer. The interment followed in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Yorkton Memorial Gardens with Clayton
Hotsko, Brennan Hotsko, Justin Procyshen, Trista 
Robinson, Kevin Kosheluk, and Kelsey Kosheluk serving as 

Orthodox Church as gifts of remembrance. Condolences 
may be left for the family at www.baileysfuneralhome.com

Obituary Evelyn Yacyshyn
Oct. 1, 1931 - Aug. 30, 2026

“Love Lives on” by Unknown

Loved and missed always, your family 

Memoriam

Memoriam

Firearms for Sale

Huge Garage Sale

For Rent

Offi  ce Space For Rent 95th Birthday

You are cordially invited...
to join us in celebrating the

95th Birthday 
of our mother,
Doreen Hack

Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026

Your presence is the 
only gift required

Coming Event

Published Fridays – 

$ Paying Cash $

Personal
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Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Vases,
Cemetery Inscriptions and Cremation Urns.

FULLY GUARANTEED – LICENSED AND BONDED
See Our

Large Display

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

Your Full-Service, Family Owned and 
Operated Funeral Home and Crematorium

Serving

Pre-arrangements, Traditional Funerals,
Celebrant Services, Grief Support,

Notary Public, Monument Design and Installation.

baileysfuneralhome.com

CAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales

• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

Dennis Temple 306-332-1335
or 306-728-8197

Licensed and Bonded

DIRECTORY 
ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group
1-844-464-6397

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

FUNERAL + MONUMENT DIRECTORY

Keith Hawken  306-695-2479
Michael Rey 306-901-7440
Laurie Rey 306-901-7000

mrey@sasktel.net

Cemetery Memorials • In Cemetery Lettering

Memorial Levelling  • Memorial Restoration 

Councillor: Village of Lebret 

The Local Government Election Act, 2015

Lebret Sask

NOTICE OF CALL FOR 
FURTHER NOMINATIONS

Province Wide Province Wide Province Wide

Services
Indian Head Library

NEW HOURS  
effective Feb. 17, 2026

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY 
SATURDAY

CLOSED Sunday and Monday

Auctions

2S Auctioneers

TRUCK DRIVER
WANTED

Contact Kirk Stainer for
further information  

306-620-8323

Notice to Creditors
       NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Sheila 
Starr

AGPRO - BUYING:
FEED BARLEY &

HEATED CANOLA
For Bids, Call/Text:

306-873-0481 
or visit: 

agproseeds.com
AGPRO MARKET 

REPORT:
Farmers, call to 

sign up for 
Free Today!

Announces its
17th ANNUAL 
FARM SALE

810 Valley Road 
(Saskatoon, SK)

Friday Sept. 18th 
9:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday Sept. 19th 
9:00am - 4:00pm

TREES, SHRUBS & 
SHELTERBELTS 

ONLINE AUCTION
HOUSE/PROPERTY/CONTENTS 

ADDRESS: 466 6TH AVENUE WEST, 
MELVILLE, SK

UP FOR AUCTION IS THIS CHARMING 4 BEDS, 2½ 
BATHS, 956 SQ. FT. 1½-STOREY HOME WITH GARAGE, 
CARPORT & SOLARIUM. SITUATED ON A 7,875 SQ. FT. 

RECTANGULAR LOT IN AN ESTABLISHED RESIDENTIAL 
NEIGHBORHOOD IS AN EXCELLENT INVESTMENT!

AS WELL WE HAVE SOME OF THE CONTENTS OF THE 
HOME INCLUDING FURNITURE AND TOOLS.

PROPERTY FEATURES
• DETACHED GARAGE: APPROX. 384 SQ. FT. (16’ x 24’)

• CARPORT: APPROXIMATELY 504 SQ. FT. (21’ x 24’)

• SOLARIUM: APPROXIMATELY 150 SQ. FT. (10’ x 15’)

• PORCH/CLOSED VERANDA: APPROX. 72 SQ. FT. 
  (6’ x 12’)

• LOT: RECTANGULAR STANDARD PARCEL

• ALLEY ACCESS: YES

OPEN:
MONDAY, AUGUST 24TH 9AM

PREVIEW:
SUNDAY, SEPT. 20TH 2-4PM

OR BY APPOINTMENT: CONTACT 
APRIL 306-620-9024

CLOSE:
MONDAY, SEPT. 21ST 9AM

PICKUP:
WED.. SEPT. 23RD 9AM - 6PM
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PUBLIC NOTICE
District of Katepwa

Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the District of Katepwa 
intends to adopt a bylaw under The Planning and Development Act, 2007 to 
amend Bylaw No. 2026-02 known as the Zoning Bylaw.

INTENT & AFFECTED LAND:  
The Zoning Bylaw amendment 
will rezone Blk/Par C-Plan 
102422225 Ext 0 shown within 
the bold dashed line on the map 
below from the UH – Urban 
Holding District to the RR – 
Resort Recreational District. 
The land is located on Highway 
56 in Pelletier Park.

REASON: The reason for the 
amendment is to accommodate 
proposed plans for residential 
development.

PUBLIC INSPECTION: Any 
person may inspect the bylaw at the District of Katepwa office located at 41 
Elm St., Katepwa Beach between 9:30 am to 12:00 and 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm 
Monday to Friday, excluding statutory holidays. Copies are available at cost.

PUBLIC HEARING:  Council will hold a public hearing for the Zoning Bylaw 
amendment on September 15, 2026 at 7:15 p.m. in the Council Chambers 
located at 41 Elm Street, Katepwa Beach. The purpose of the public hearing 
is to hear any person or group that wants to comment on the proposed 
bylaw. Council will also consider written comments received at the hearing or 
delivered to the undersigned at the municipal office before the hearing.

Issued at the District of Katepwa on Friday, September 4, 2026

Andrea Ehrmantraut, CAO
District of Katepwa

PUBLIC NOTICE
RM of Golden West No. 95

 Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the RM of Golden West No. 95 intends to 
adopt Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 2/2026 (OCP) and Zoning Bylaw No. 3/2026 under 
The Planning and Development Act, 2007. Once adopted, the new OCP and Zoning Bylaw will 
replace the existing Bylaw No. 6/2004 and Bylaw No. 7/2004, respectively.
Intent:
 The proposed OCP and Zoning Bylaw will establish a policy and regulatory framework for 
guiding land use, economic, environmental, social and cultural development as well as the 
delivery of infrastructure, services, and utilities in the RM. The purpose of the new bylaws is 
to comply with Provincial legislation, the Statements of Provincial Interest and to ensure future 
development aligns with RM priorities. The Zoning Bylaw will include the following zoning 
districts that provide standards for development within specific areas within the municipality. 
They are summarized as follows:

AR – Agricultural- Resource District: which is intended to provide for agricultural land 
uses and for low density residential development and other compatible developments.
RR- Rural Residential District: which is to provide opportunities for the subdivision and 
development of smaller non-farm residential sites in appropriate locations within the RM.  
H- Hamlet District: which is intended to provide for low to medium-density residential 
development and other compatible developments.
M1 – Commercial- Industrial District: which is intended to provide for commercial and 
industrial land uses and other compatible developments.
EC – Environmental Conservation District: which is to protect environmentally sensitive 
and ecologically valuable lands. The EC Zoning District may also be applied to hazardous 
lands, such as those prone to instability, flooding, or nearby to hazardous uses.

Affected Land:
 All land within the RM boundaries. The OCP also includes inter-municipal policies for collab-
orating with neighbouring municipalities and other partners in the region.
Public Inspection:
Any person may inspect the bylaws at the RM office during regular office hours Monday to 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 to 4 p.m.
Public Hearing:
Council will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, October 13, 2026 at 9 a.m. in the Council 
Chambers at 175 Main Street, Corning, SK, to hear any person or group that wants to com-
ment on the proposed bylaws. Council will also consider any comments that are received in 
writing at the office or emailed to goldwest@sasktel.net by 2 p.m. the day prior to the hearing.
Issued in the Hamlet of Corning this 21st day of August, 2026.

Amanda Baumgartner, Administrator

NOTICE OF CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS

Rural Municipality of North Qu’Appelle No. 187
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of can-
didates for the office of:
COUNCILLOR - DIV. 2: RM of North Qu’Appelle No. 187
COUNCILLOR - DIV. 4: RM of North Qu’Appelle No. 187

(Number to be elected – one for each division)

will be received by the undersigned on the 7th day of 
October 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the RM of 
North Qu’Appelle No. 187 Municipal Office located at 136 
Company Ave. S., Fort Qu’Appelle, SK., and during regular 
business hours on September 4, 2026 to October 7, 2026, 
at RM of North Qu’Appelle No. 187 Municipal Office.
Nomination forms may be obtained at the following loca-
tions: RM of North Qu’Appelle No. 187 Municipal Office 
located at 136 Company Ave. S., Fort Qu’Appelle, SK.

OR
By requesting that the forms be sent via email by contact-
ing office@rm187.com

OR
 The RM’s website https://rmnorthquappelle.ca/elec-
tions/
Dated this 4th day of September 2026.

Charmain Wowk,
Returning Officer

1. The Town of Broadview offers for sale the following properties that the Town of 
Broadview has acquired title to through The Tax Enforcement Act and pursuant to 
this same act the Town of Broadview now offers these properties for sale by tender:

Town of Broadview
Sale By Tender

Civic Address
1060 North Front St.
1044 North Front St.
504 Lorne St. 
429 Lorne St.

Legal Address
Blk C Plan 101238937 
Lot 1 Block 102 Plan AF805
Lots 11-12 Block 9 Plan AD2086
Lots 1-2 Block 17 Plan AD2086

2. A tender must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked “Property Tender” 
addressed to:

Town of Broadview 
609 Main Street 

P.O. Box 430 
Broadview, Saskatchewan  S0G 0K0

3. Tenders must be received by 4 p.m. on: Friday, Sept. 18, 2026.

must accompany the tender.
5. Highest, or any tender, not necessarily accepted, with the Town of Broadview 

to cover the tax arrears, penalties and tax enforcement costs owing against the 
tendered property.
6. Successful bidder will have 30 days to provide the balance of their tendered 
amount to complete the purchase.
Dated the 04th day of Sept, 2026. 

Chantelle Outhwaite Administrator 
Town of Broadview

NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

Village of Dubuc

The Municipalities Act

Royal Canadian Legion
General Meeting 2nd Thursday at 2 p.m.

Dale’s Painting
306-728-4392

602 - 8th Ave. W.
Melville

I am currently 
PURCHASING single 
to large blocks of 

land. 
NO FEES OR 

COMMISSIONS 
Saskatchewan 

born and raised, I 
know farming and 
farmland and can 

help you every step 
of the way. 
Doug Rue, 

for further information
306-716-2671

saskfarms@shaw.ca
www.sellyourfarm 

land.com

FARMLAND 
WANTED

Reading checks begin 
for young SK students

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan students 
in Kindergarten through 
Grade 3 are beginning 
new reading assessments 
this month as schools 
work to identify children 
who may need additional 
help.

The brief reading 
screeners will give teach-
ers a clearer picture of 
how each student is de-
veloping foundational lit-
eracy skills. If a child is 
struggling in a particular 
area, the results are in-
tended to help educators 
respond with targeted 

support before those diffi-
culties become more sig-
nificant.

The province says 
the screeners are evi-
dence-based, aligned with 
Saskatchewan’s curricu-
lum and developed by in-
ternationally recognized 
literacy experts.

“Strong reading skills 
open doors for students 
throughout their educa-
tion and beyond,” Edu-
cation Minister Everett 
Hindley said.

The assessments are 
part of Saskatchewan’s 
broader Actions to Im-
prove Early Literacy 
initiative, which also 
includes curriculum re-

newal, professional learn-
ing opportunities for 
teachers and intervention 
supports.

Teachers are being pro-
vided with instructional 
videos explaining how to 
use each screener. English 
and French intervention 
materials will also be 
available for students who 
are identified as needing 
additional support.

The province has not 
provided specific details 
about how often students 
will be screened or how 
individual results will be 
communicated to parents.

More information is 
available at saskatche-
wan.ca/earlyliteracy.

 QUEEN CITY 
ANTIQUE & 

VINTAGE MARKET
SEPTEMBER 11 & 12

FRIDAY 12 - 8
SATURDAY 10 - 4

ADMISSION $5 
FOR BOTH DAYS.  

CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE

CALEDONIAN CURLING
CLUB

2225 SANDRA SCHMIRLER WAY
REGINA

GIANT TWO-DAY INDOOR
MARKET OF ANTIQUES, 

VINTAGE & COLLECTIBLES
FROM ACROSS THE

PRAIRIES. 
WWW.QUEENCITYVINTAGEAN

DANTIQUES.COM
SEE US ON

FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM
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Help keep your community’s history alive.
SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
contact@grasslandsnews.ca

E N D S  S E P T E M B E R  3 0

UPGRADE 
YOUR RIDE

S A L E S  E V E N T

H Y U N D A I

FinanceΔ from 

0.99%
Includes 0.5% Loyalty rate reduction 

for qualifying customers◊

$1,000 
Upgrade Bonus

on select models**Ω

PLUS

Up to:

100,000 km
New Vehicle Limited Warranty†

5 Year New Vehicle Limited Warranty
Peace of mind comes standard

2026 KONA N Line 
FinanceΔ from: 

Includes 0.5% Loyalty rate 
reduction for qualifying 
customers◊

0.99%

2026 TUCSON 
FinanceΔ from: 

Includes 0.5% Loyalty rate 
reduction for qualifying 
customers◊

0.99%

2026 ELANTRA 
FinanceΔ from: 

Includes 0.5% Loyalty rate 
reduction for qualifying 
customers◊

0.99%

PH: 306-783-8080    TF:1-800-565-0002  

www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK

Dealer License # 323917

TAX ENFORCEMENT LIST
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF LIPTON NO. 217

PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN
The Tax Enforcement Act

The Tax 
Enforcement Act

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY Title No Total
Arrears*

Costs Total Arrears
and Costs

NOTICE OF CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS
The Rural Municipality 

of Kingsley No. 124

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations 

of candidates for the offi  ce(s) of:

  Councillor for Division 2

  Councillor for Division 4

  Councillor for Division 6

will be received by the undersigned at the 
Municipal Offi  ce during normal offi  ce hours until 
Wednesday October 7th, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. local 
time.  
Nomination forms may be obtained from the 
Municipal Offi  ce at 603 Main St. Kipling, SK.

Dated this 11th day of September, 2026

Holly Heikkila, 

Returning Offi  cer

By Debbie Hayward
Grasslands News 

Calling all gardeners! 
The Yorkton and District 
Horticultural Society will 
be holding their next reg-
ular meeting on Wednes-
day, Sept. 16 at 7 p.m. at 
the Yorkton Public Li-
brary. Our feature topic 
will be ‘Vermiculture: 
Composting with Worms’ 
with our guest presenter 
Phyllis Shewchuk. This 
is a very interesting and 
timely topic, so here is the 
chance to learn. Everyone 
is welcome, plan to attend.

Then on Friday, Sept. 
18, the Hort Society will 
also be holding the Fall 
Plant Sale from 9:30 a.m. 
till 1 p.m. at the Parkland 
Mall, Yorkton. This is a 
fine time to add new pe-
rennials to the garden; 
they have time to estab-
lish and settle in before 
winter, so take a look 

around your garden and 
see if there is some area 
that needs amending and 
can benefit from some in-
teresting new plants. Visit 
the hort society at york-
tonhort.ca

Fall is such a beautiful 
time in the garden. There 
are tasks to be done, even 
though the focus is on 
winding down, rather 
than planting up. It might 
be a little early to start 
the really serious garden 
clean-up, but perhaps you 
have begun to pull out a 
few things, here and there.

If you have a compost 
pile or bin, some things 
can go there to make 
brown gold for the future. 
But if any of the plants 
are exhibiting any signs 
of disease, don’t add them 
to the compost. Dispose of 
them in the garbage. Be 
very careful about this: 
even leaves that have 
fallen after the pulling out 
should be carefully gath-
ered up.

Once the leaves start 
falling, our task is to 
gather up every leaf, 
every seed head, bag it up, 
and have the garden space 

look neat and bare, a clean 
slate. Right? Wrong? 

That image of a com-
pletely bare yard in the 
fall might have been the 
badge of a fastidious gar-
dener back in the day…
but now we are more 
aware of how our care of 
the garden also must ex-
tend to include the polli-
nators, insects and small 
wildlife that have a place 
in the garden’s circle of 
life. 

For example, if we 
don’t provide a place 
for ladybugs to be cozy 
over winter, they will 
go elsewhere. They may 
not come back. And next 
spring, if you have aphids 
on some of your plants, 
you will miss the cheery 
and beneficial presence of 
the ladybugs.

Leave seed heads from 
perennials in place. They 
look beautiful as part of 
the winter landscape, 
standing upright in a drift 
of sparkling snow…but 
they provide extra treats 
for birds over the winter.

This is the time when 
we can do some fall plant-
ing of certain things like 

greens, chard, kale and 
carrots. It is also the time 
to add in new perennials, 
or perhaps divide up some 
of our existing perennials 
to help increase our bor-
ders or make older clumps 
more vigorous. Soon it 
will also the time to add 
some tulips. We want 
to plant them about six 
weeks before the ground 
really freezes, but not too 
early so they don’t sprout 
now. This is the time for 
their roots to grow, not 
new foliage.

And if you are into 
seed-saving, take out a 
few envelopes and a pen 
and gather your favorite 
seeds, being careful to 
label them. Also, make 
note about things that 
grew well in certain spots, 
and notes about what you 
won’t worry about trying 
again.

A gardener’s work is 
never done…well, not for 
a few more weeks, any-
way. Then we sit back, 
watch the snow outside, 
and start planning for 
spring. Have a good week.

Gardener’s Corner

Composting with worms talk upcoming
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SERVING MELVILLE AND AREA
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www.remaxbluechip.ca

Agents You Can Trust.
The Strength Behind Every Sign!

Shawn Pryhitka
Agriculture Specialist

306-621-9798
spryhitka@remax-yorkton.ca

Lisa Kirkwood
Residential Specialist

306-728-6789
lkirkwood@remax.net

DID YOU KNOW
that we can show EVERY MLS®

listed house for sale,
regardless of which sign is on the front lawn

RM of Sliding Hills

$575,000

Land
159.36 Acres

MLS®SK021083

Neudorf

$99,500

707 Railway Ave.
4-BDM, 3-BATH, 2,462 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK041670

RM of Churchbridge

MLS®SK029384

$499,000

Land
478.52 Acres

Rural Listings

Melville Listings

$215,000

140 - 3rd Ave. W.
C1, 3,100 SQ.FT.
MLS®SK019063

$119,000

390 Alberta St.
2-BDM, 1-BATH, 770 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK040288

$599,000

326 - 1st Ave E.
Zoning: M - Industrial District
17,711 total building SQ.FT. 

2.31 acres of land. MLS®SK040759

$399,000

751 - 7th Ave W.
Zoning: C2 - Commercial

2,636 SQ.FT. 
MLS®SK041576

Neudorf

$183,000

218 Rose St.
3-BDM, 3-BATH, 1,179 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK043939

Crooked Lake

$219,000

67 Seashell Road
3-BDM, 1-BATH, 790 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK044017

RM of Cana

$1,200,000

House and Land
3-BDM, 3-BATH, 1,482 SQ.FT.
Half Section. MLS®SK044037

$139,000

326 - 5th Ave. W.
2-BDM, 1-BATH, 1,164 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK032353

$84,900

710/718 - 5th Ave. W.
3-BDM, 1-BATH, 1,038 SQ.FT.
100’ x 140’ Lot  MLS®SK046629

RM of Insinger

MLS®SK046681

$703,000

Land
234.82 Acres

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

RM of Sliding Hills

MLS®SK047825

$320,000

Land
126.88 Acres

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

Neudorf

$34,000

210 Pierson St.
3-BDM, 1-BATH, 900 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK045895

SOLDSOLD

RM of Cana

$450,000

Acreage
4-BDM, 3-BATH, 1,482 SQ.FT. 

11 Acres MLS®SK028066

SOLDSOLD

Westview

$319,000 

Hamlet of Westview
5-BDM, 2-BATH, 2,040 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK031299

SOLDSOLD
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BONUS DOLLARS

GET $15,000
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