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The owner of Air Andrew 
says Moosomin-Montmartre 
MLA Kevin Weedmark did not 
take a private flight from Moo-
somin to Saskatoon on June 1, 
rejecting the opposition NDP’s 
latest allegation of a possible 
third charter trip involving the 
MLA.

At the same time, newly 
posted quotes from the Vird-
en-based charter company in-
dicate the NDP’s initial cost 
estimates for two flights Weed-
mark has acknowledged taking 
may have been substantially 
overstated.

The NDP raised the possibil-
ity of a third trip Monday after 
identifying flight records show-
ing the same Cessna Citation 
560 associated with Weedmark’s 
two acknowledged flights trav-
elled from Virden, Man., to 
Moosomin on June 1, 2025, be-
fore departing for Saskatoon at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. and re-
turning later that evening.

Weedmark was in Saskatoon 
that evening attending the open-
ing reception ahead of the First 
Ministers’ Meeting, where he 
met with Prime Minister Mark 
Carney and Alberta Premier 

Danielle Smith.
The timing and flight path 

prompted the NDP to question 
whether Weedmark was aboard. 
Weedmark says he drove.

In its Monday release, the 
NDP called on Weedmark to re-
lease records related to his pri-
vate air travel and questioned 
how many charter flights he 
had taken.

“How long has he been doing 
this?” NDP Health Critic Meara 
Conway said. “How many jet 
trips have there been total?”

Repeated previous attempts 
by Grasslands News to inter-
view Weedmark about the 
flights have not been successful, 
with responses instead coming 
through written statements at-
tributed to the MLA.

Following the latest allega-
tion, Weedmark issued a direct 
denial in a story published by 
the Moosomin newspaper he 
owns.

“The NDP’s latest attempted 
smear is a blatant lie,” Weed-
mark stated. “On June 1, 2025, I 
drove to Saskatoon to go to the 
reception for the First Ministers 
meeting, attended by all Cana-
dian Premiers and the Prime 
Minister. I did not fly to or from 
Saskatoon.”

The same report quoted Scott 

Andrew of Air Andrew directly 
denying Weedmark was aboard.

“I can confirm that on June 
1, 2025 Kevin Weedmark did not 
book a flight nor take a flight 
with us to Saskatoon,” Andrew 
said.

Andrew’s statement directly 
contradicts the NDP’s inference 
from the flight records, which 
establish the aircraft travelled 
between Moosomin and Sas-
katoon but do not identify who 
chartered it or who was aboard. 
Grasslands News has not inde-
pendently spoken with Andrew 
regarding the June 1 flight.

Andrew also disputed the 

NDP’s description of the Cessna 
Citation as a “luxury jet,” de-
scribing it as an aircraft primar-
ily used to move work crews.

Quotes challenge estimates
Information posted publicly 

in recent days also challenges 
the NDP’s original estimates of 
what Weedmark’s two acknowl-
edged flights may have cost.

Tyler Thorn requested 
quotes from Air Andrew on 
Sept. 11 for itineraries similar 
to Weedmark’s Aug. 21 and Aug. 
27, 2025 trips and posted them on 
social media.

Thorn served as Weedmark’s 
official agent during his 2024 
provincial election campaign.

The quotes are not Weed-
mark’s invoices or receipts, but 
estimates for comparable itin-
eraries using a Cessna Citation 
560.

For a round trip from Moo-
somin to Saskatoon for two 
passengers, Air Andrew quoted 
$8,468.29, including GST, com-
pared with the NDP’s earlier 
estimate of $48,000 for Weed-
mark’s Aug. 21 trip.

For an itinerary comparable 
to Weedmark’s Aug. 27 journey 
from Moosomin to Lloydmin-
ster, Saskatoon and Regina be-
fore returning to Moosomin, 

Air Andrew quoted $20,106.65, 
including GST. The NDP had 
estimated that trip at approxi-
mately $60,000.

Together, the two Air An-
drew quotes total $28,574.94, 
approximately $79,425 less than 
the combined $108,000 initially 
suggested by the NDP.

The quotes were prepared 
after Weedmark’s flights oc-
curred and do not establish 
what he actually paid, but pro-
vide estimates from the com-
pany that operated the aircraft 
for comparable trips.

Two flights acknowledged
Unlike the disputed June 

flight, Weedmark acknowledges 
chartering aircraft for the Aug. 
21 and Aug. 27 trips and main-
tains he paid for both person-
ally with no taxpayer money 
involved.

The Aug. 21 flight took Weed-
mark and Ashley Bochek, an 
employee of the newspaper he 
owns, to Saskatoon for a tour 
of Jim Pattison Children’s Hos-
pital. Weedmark said the trip 
was organized so local Dairy 
Queen owners could see the im-
pact of their fundraising for the 
hospital and Ronald McDonald 
House.

- SEE WEEDMARK, 14

Air Andrew denies third flight by MLA Weedmark
New quotes put confirmed trips well below NDP estimates

Co-op construction continues
Construction continues on the new 21,600-square-foot Co-op grocery store in Indian Head, with the project remaining on schedule for a December opening. 
Crews are now focusing on interior work, while paving of the parking lot is also planned for this fall. The building is expected to be turned over to Co-op in 
early November, allowing several weeks to stock shelves and prepare for opening. 

SARAH PACIO | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

The new Co-op grocery store under 
construction in Indian Head remains on 
track for its target opening date and in-
dividuals will soon have an opportunity 
to apply for employment.

“Everything is going as planned; we 
still plan on opening in December. We’re 
pretty excited about getting that place 
open,” Sherwood Co-op CEO Troy Ver-
boom told Grasslands News last week.

The company selected a modu-
lar-build option and contracted 3twenty 
Modular in Saskatoon to construct the 
21,600 sq. ft. grocery store. Verboom ex-

plained that this significantly shortened 
the project timeline; traditional con-
struction would have delayed the store 
opening until at least next spring. This is 
the first time Co-op has used a modular 
format, and they are satisfied with the 
result.

“It has gone extremely well with 
the contractor and the modules getting 
on site on time just like they said they 
would, and they’ve done a good job of 
tying it together, so we’re more than 
happy with that contractor and the qual-
ity of the build so far,” Verboom stated.

Community members have watched 
the building take shape this summer, 
and now crews are busy with interior 
work. The parking lot will also be paved 

this fall. Verboom said the contractor an-
ticipates the grocery store will be turned 
over to Co-op in early November. This 
will allow a few weeks to stock shelves 
with merchandise and make final prepa-
rations to begin operations in December.

Along with constructing the new gro-
cery store, Co-op will also upgrade the 
adjacent gas station and hardware store. 
Work is expected to commence shortly 
on a 60x100 ft storage facility behind the 
store, as well as a 2,500 sq. ft. addition to 
the hardware store.

Co-op’s CEO described the new con-
struction and upgrades to the existing 
store as “a major undertaking,” noting 
that it is necessary to co-ordinate with 
multiple entities to provide utilities and 

other infrastructure at the site.
As it looks ahead to opening the new

store in a few months, Co-op has begun 
the process of hiring staff. Most of the 
management team is in place, but the 
company is still seeking to fill 30 to 40
full-time, part-time and supervisory po-
sitions across all departments. Potential 
employees are invited to attend a job fair
at Memorial Hall in Indian Head on Oct.
7 and Oct. 21 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

“We hope to attract some good local
people at the job fair,” Verboom shared. 
“We’ve had lots of enquiries so we’re 
pretty excited about hiring some local 
people right from within the community 
and surrounding area.”

New Co-op on track for December opening
Process underway to hire 30 to 40 full-time, part time and supervisory staff

Kevin Weedmark
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2025 MARKED 80 YEARS AS A TUBMAN FAMILY BUSINESS
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By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

The annual Treaty 4 
Gathering is taking place 
in Fort Qu’Appelle this 
week, drawing thousands 
of people to the commu-
nity to commemorate the 
historic treaty signing.

On Sept. 15, 1874, the Ca-
nadian government and 35 
of the Plains Cree, Sault-
eaux and Assiniboine 
Nations signed Treaty 4 
in the area now known 
as Fort Qu’Appelle. Forty 
years ago, elders encour-
aged Treaty 4 nations to 
mark the anniversary in 
September by meeting on 
the land where the treaty 
was signed. Initially a two-
day event, the gathering 
has expanded to include a 
full week of activities that 
recall the shared history 
and offer opportunities to 
move toward a positive fu-
ture. File Hills Qu’Appelle 
Tribal Council, which in-
cludes 11 First Nations, 
takes responsibility for 
organizing much of the 
Treaty 4 Gathering. How-
ever, many other nations 
that were signatories to 
the treaty in 1874 also 
participate in the annual 
events.

This year the gathering 
takes place from Sept. 14 

to 20. Each day this week 
has started with a tradi-
tional pipe ceremony and 
flag raising. A ceremonial 
feast was held on Monday. 
Due to rain, participants 
gathered in the Bert Fox 
Community High School 
gym instead of at the pow-
wow arbour as originally 
planned. Over the fol-
lowing days, individuals 
from First Nations and 
non-Indigenous commu-
nities joined together for 
activities that fostered 
connections and positive 
relationships.

From Tuesday through 
Thursday, hundreds of 
students from around the 
region visited the Treaty 
4 grounds on Sioux Ave. 
They came from Prairie 
Valley School Division, 
Regina and First Na-
tions’ schools to engage 
in cultural and educa-
tional programs. Dozens 
of teepees were arranged 
around the perimeter of 
the powwow arbour and 
facilitators at each teepee 
provided instruction on a 
variety of topics. Students 
had opportunities to lis-
ten to elder teachings, 
learn about hide tanning, 
practice beading and play 
Indigenous games. Orga-
nizations such as the pub-
lic library, FHQTC Health 

Services, Saskatche-
wan Science Centre and 
Water Security Agency 
also offered educational 
information and fun ac-
tivities. Over the noon 
hour each day there was 
dancing, drumming and 
singing with many youth 
participating. As each 
dance was introduced, 
the announcer provided 
an explanation of the 
history and traditional 
significance to increase 
students’ understanding 
of the powwow. Behind 
the Treaty 4 Governance 
Centre across the road, 
additional booths enabled 
students to try archery 
and explore other topics. 
Many also enjoyed hiking 
to the top of a ridge to look 
out across the Qu’Appelle 
Valley.

For part of this week, a 
career fair was arranged 
alongside the student ac-
tivities at the Treaty 4 
grounds. Forums for el-
ders, chiefs, and citizens 
were held in the nearby 
Governance Centre at 
various times. Young 
adults were also invited to 
attend a forum about cli-
mate change on Thursday. 
The event was expected 
to feature guest speak-
ers Dr. Kathy Walker, 
Treaty Commissioner of 

Saskatchewan; Dr. Peter 
Leavitt, University of Re-
gina; Sonia Pacin, Climate 
Lead at Universities Can-
ada; Dr. Robert Hamilton, 
University of Calgary, 
and youth representatives 
from Treaty 4 territory.

Opportunities to gather 

in Fort Qu’Appelle and 
honour the long history 
of Treaty 4 will continue 
throughout this weekend 
with a parade and pow-
wow on Saturday and 
Sunday. A dry dance in 
Balcarres on Thursday 
evening and a comedy 

show in Lebret on Friday 
night were also organized
in conjunction with the
Treaty 4 Gathering.

A full schedule is avail-
able under the “Events” 
tab at fhqtc.com and on 
the “Treaty 4 Gathering”
Facebook page.

Thousands gather to mark
Treaty 4 anniversary

Treaty 4 Gathering
Students from around the region took part in a variety of cultural and educa-



By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan could 
be facing significant 
labour action in the 
health-care system after 
members of CUPE Local 
5430 voted overwhelm-
ingly in favour of a strike 
mandate.

More than 99 per cent 
of members who cast bal-
lots supported job action 
during the strike vote 
held Sept. 8 to 14. More 
than 13,000 health-care 
workers participated in 
the vote, which CUPE is 
calling the largest health-
care strike vote in Sas-
katchewan history.

CUPE Local 5430 rep-
resents approximately 
14,000 health-care work-
ers employed in hos-
pitals, long-term care 
homes,  community 
health facilities, labora-
tories and other health 
services throughout Sas-
katchewan.

The workers have 
been without a new col-
lective agreement since 
their previous contract 
expired March 31, 2023. 
According to the union, 
members have also gone 
more than four-and-a-
half years without a gen-
eral wage increase.

CUPE 5430 President 
Bashir Jalloh said the 
overwhelming vote sends 
a strong message to the 
provincial government 
about the frustration 
among health-care em-
ployees.

“These incredible 
strike vote results send 
that minister and his gov-
ernment a message that 
our members are done 
waiting, are united, and 
ready to fight for a fair 
contract,” Jalloh said in 
a statement.

The union has identi-
fied wages, recruitment 
and retention, contract-
ing out and proposed 
changes affecting where 
employees may be re-
quired to work as major 
concerns in bargaining.

CUPE says Saskatche-
wan health-care workers 
have fallen behind the 
rising cost of living. The 
union says the cost of 
living in Saskatchewan 
increased 33.7 per cent 
between 2012 and 2025, 
while CUPE 5430 mem-
bers received general 
wage increases totalling 
14.32 per cent over the 
same period.

The Saskatchewan 
Association of Health 
Organizations (SAHO), 
which is bargaining with 
CUPE, has disputed some 
of the union’s positions 
during negotiations. 
Earlier in September, 
SAHO reported that some 
movement had occurred 
during August negotia-
tions but said disagree-
ments remained over 
issues including move-
ment of employees, 
working outside an em-
ployee’s territory and 
contracting.

The 99 per cent strike 
mandate does not mean 
an immediate strike will 

occur. Rather, it gives the 
union a strong mandate 
from its membership to 
pursue job action if nego-
tiations fail to produce an 
agreement.

Jalloh said withdraw-
ing services is not the 
union’s preferred out-
come and described job 
action as a last resort. 
Bargaining is expected 
to resume Sept. 24. As of 
Sept. 15, no date or spe-
cific form of job action 
had been announced.

The dispute comes at 
a time when Saskatch-
ewan’s health-care sys-
tem continues to face 
staffing pressures. CUPE 
has argued that wages 
and working conditions 
are contributing to dif-
ficulties recruiting and 
retaining employees, 
leaving existing workers 
dealing with vacancies, 
overtime and increased 
workloads.

The size of the strike 
vote means any eventual 
labour disruption could 
have implications for 
health facilities across 
Saskatchewan, includ-
ing rural hospitals, long-
term care facilities and 
community health ser-
vices.

For now, however, 
negotiations remain the 
focus. The Sept. 24 bar-
gaining session could be-
come an important point 
in determining whether 
the two sides can move 
toward a new collective 
agreement or whether 
Saskatchewan health-
care workers move closer 
to job action.

Strike raises concerns for 
rural health Care

Saskatchewan’s al-
ready strained rural 
health-care system could 
face another challenge 
after members of CUPE 
Local 5430 voted over-
whelmingly in favour of 
a strike mandate.

More than 99 per cent 
of ballots cast supported 
job action, with 13,358 
CUPE health-care work-
ers participating in vot-
ing held from Sept. 8 to 
14. CUPE has described it 

as the largest health-care 
strike vote in Saskatche-
wan history.

CUPE Local 5430 rep-
resents approximately 
14,000 health-care em-
ployees working in hos-
pitals, long-term care 
homes,  community 
health facilities, labora-
tories and other health 
services throughout Sas-
katchewan.

For rural Saskatche-
wan, the importance of 
these workers extends 
far beyond the larger hos-
pitals.

CUPE members work 
in hundreds of classifica-
tions, including nursing, 
clerical, technical and 
support positions. They 
include continuing care 
assistants, licensed prac-
tical nurses, laboratory 
and diagnostic workers, 
home-care employees 
and many of the support 
workers required to keep 
hospitals and care homes 
functioning.

That means any even-
tual job action has the 
potential to be felt in 
communities throughout 
southern Saskatchewan, 
where health facilities 
frequently serve not only 
the town in which they 
are located but residents 
from a large surrounding 
rural area.

Communities such as 
Whitewood, Moosomin, 
Indian Head, Grenfell, 
Broadview, Kipling and 
Wolseley are among 
those identified by the 
province as rural or 
remote locations for 
health-care recruitment 
incentives.

The strike vote does 
not mean workers are 
immediately walking off 
the job.

No date or specific 
form of job action had 
been announced as of 
Sept. 15. CUPE president 
Bashir Jalloh said bar-
gaining is scheduled to 
resume Sept. 24 and em-
phasized that withdraw-
ing services is considered 
a last resort.

Essential services required
Before legal strike 

action could occur, es-

sential-services require-
ments would also have 
to be addressed. The Sas-
katchewan Association 
of Health Organizations 
(SAHO) has said an Es-
sential Services Agree-
ment must be in place 
before CUPE can legally 
strike or take job action. 
Such an agreement is 
intended to ensure the 
public continues to have 
adequate access to essen-
tial medical care.

Even with essential 
services maintained, 
however, reduced staff-
ing or other forms of job 
action could have partic-
ular significance in rural 
communities.

A large urban hospital 
may have considerably 
more staff and services 
available to respond 
when individual depart-
ments are under pres-
sure. Smaller facilities 
often operate with much 
leaner staffing levels, 
making the availabil-
ity of each nurse, con-
tinuing care assistant, 
laboratory employee, di-
agnostic worker, dietary 
employee, maintenance 
worker or other support 
employee important to 
daily operations.

Rural services already 
under pressure

CUPE has already 
raised concerns about 
rural staffing. In No-
vember 2025, the union 
pointed to temporary 
emergency department 
closures in communi-
ties including Kipling 
and Wolseley as exam-
ples of pressure facing 
rural health services. 
The union also expressed 
concern about situations 
where emergency depart-
ments could be consid-
ered open despite limited 
on-site staffing or sup-
port services.

A labour disruption 
could potentially be felt 
outside emergency de-
partments as well.

Long-term care homes 
depend heavily on con-
tinuing care assistants 
and other frontline and 
support employees for 

residents’ daily care. 
Home-care programs 
allow seniors and people 
with disabilities or med-
ical needs to remain in 
their own homes rather 
than requiring hospital-
ization or institutional 
care.

Laboratory and diag-
nostic imaging services 
are another critical part 
of the rural system. Re-
duced access to blood 
testing, X-rays or other 
diagnostic services could 
mean patients have to 
travel farther or wait 
longer before receiving 
a diagnosis or treatment.

Those concerns have 
already been raised in 
the Yorkton area, where 
Saskatchewan NDP 
health critic Jacqueline 
Roy said a potential dis-
ruption could affect home 
care, public health, men-
tal-health and addictions 
programs, laboratories 
and diagnostic imaging. 
Health Minister Jeremy 
Cockrill, meanwhile, has 
said negotiations remain 
ongoing and pointed to 
government recruitment 
efforts and proposals that 
include wage increases 
and retroactive pay.

The dispute is about 
more than wages, accord-
ing to CUPE.

The union says re-
cruitment and retention, 
staffing levels, contract-
ing and proposals con-
cerning movement of 
employees are among the 
outstanding issues.

Wages, staffing among 
key issues

CUPE argues that 
its members have gone 
more than four-and-a-
half years without a gen-
eral wage increase and 
says the cost of living in-
creased by 33.7 per cent 
between 2012 and 2025 
while members received 
general wage increases 
totalling 14.32 per cent 
during that period.

SAHO disputes the 
union’s characterization 
of some employer pro-
posals. In an August bar-
gaining update, SAHO 
said its proposals were 

not intended to allow 
employees to be involun-
tarily moved anywhere
in Saskatchewan at the 
employer’s discretion. 
SAHO also reported that 
CUPE-represented em-
ployment had grown
since the previous agree-
ment expired and main-
tained that bargaining
should remain focused 
on reaching a negotiated 
settlement.

For rural Saskatche-
wan residents, that nego-
tiated settlement may be
particularly important.

Rural communities 
have spent years try-
ing to recruit and retain 
health professionals 
while dealing with tem-
porary service disrup-
tions, vacancies and the
difficulties that come 
with providing health
care across large geo-
graphic areas.

When a service is
unavailable in a city,
another facility may
sometimes be only a
short distance away. In 
rural Saskatchewan, the 
alternative can mean 
travelling dozens — and
sometimes considerably 
more — kilometres to an-
other community.

That makes the out-
come of the CUPE ne-
gotiations an issue that
reaches well beyond the
bargaining table.

With more than 99
per cent of participating
workers supporting a 
strike mandate, CUPE 
enters the next round of 
negotiations with strong 
backing from its mem-
bership. At the same
time, both sides continue 
to have an opportunity to 
reach an agreement be-
fore job action occurs.

For residents of rural 
Saskatchewan, particu-
larly seniors and fami-
lies who depend on local
hospitals, long-term care, 
home care, laboratories
and other community
health services, the hope 
will be that an agreement 
can be reached without 
adding another layer of 
uncertainty to health-
care services already fac-
ing significant staffing
pressures.
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Health workers deliver 99 per cent strike mandate
Potential job action could affect hospitals, long-term care and community health services
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TAX ENFORCEMENT LIST
Rural Municipality of Willowdale No. 153

PROVINCE OF SASKATCHEWAN

The Tax Enforcement Act

The Tax Enforcement 
Act

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

Dated this 18th day of September, 2026.
Chrissy Bodnarchuk, Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rural Municipality of Kingsley No. 124

 
Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the R.M. of Kingsley No. 124 intends to adopt 
Offi  cial Community Plan Bylaw No. 1-2026 (OCP) and Zoning Bylaw No. 2-2026 under The 
Planning and Development Act, 2007. Once adopted, the new OCP and Zoning Bylaw will 
replace the existing Bylaw No. 1-1998 and Bylaw No. 2-1998, respectively.

Intent
The proposed OCP and Zoning Bylaw will establish a policy and regulatory framework for 
guiding land use, economic, environmental, social and cultural development as well as the 
delivery of infrastructure, services, and utilities in the RM. The purpose of the new bylaws is to 
comply with Provincial legislation, the Statements of Provincial Interest and to ensure future 
development aligns with RM priorities. The Zoning Bylaw will include the following zoning 
districts that provide standards for development within specifi c areas within the municipality. 
They are summarized as follows:

AR – Agricultural Resource District: which is intended to provide for agricultural land 
uses and for low density residential development and other compatible developments.

RR- Rural Residential District: which is to provide opportunities for the subdivision and 
development of smaller non-farm residential sites in appropriate locations within the RM.  

M1 – Commercial- Industrial District: which is intended to provide for commercial and 
industrial land uses and other compatible developments.

EC – Environmental Conservation District: which is to protect environmentally 
sensitive and ecologically valuable lands. The EC Zoning District may also be applied to 
hazardous lands, such as those prone to instability, fl ooding, or nearby to hazardous uses.

Aff ected Land
All land within the RM boundaries. The OCP also includes inter-municipal policies for 
collaborating with neighbouring municipalities and other partners in the region.

Public Inspection
Any person may inspect the bylaws at the RM offi  ce during regular offi  ce hours Monday to 
Thursday from 8:00am to 12:00pm and 1:00pm to 4:00pm.

Public Hearing
Council will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, November 10th, 2026 at 10:00 am in the 
Council Chambers at 603 Main Street, Kipling, SK, to hear any person or group that wants to 
comment on the proposed bylaws. Council will also consider any comments that are received 
in writing at the offi  ce or emailed to rm124@sasktel.net by 2:00 pm the day prior to the 
hearing.

Issued in the Town of Kipling this 18th day of September, 2026.

  Holly Heikkila, Administrator 

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Supporters and op-
ponents alike of the Bell 
AI Fabric Data Centre 
near Regina heard an an-
nouncement Sept. 14 that 
made their collective jaws 
drop. The 300 MW project 
being constructed in the 
RM of Sherwood is now 
anticipated to quadruple 
in capacity to 1.2 GW. 

The provincial govern-
ment says the expanded 
Bell project will represent 
more than $50 billion in 
capital investment and 
create thousands of jobs.

“This historic invest-
ment will create thou-
sands of good jobs and 

new opportunities for 
Saskatchewan people,” 
Premier Scott Moe said 
in the government an-
nouncement. “It will also 
strengthen Canadian data 
sovereignty by keeping 
Canadian data here at 
home, stored by a Cana-
dian company and pro-
tected under Canadian 
rules. When it comes to 
data storage, keeping 
that home ice advantage 
means Canadians set the 
rules and remain in con-
trol.”

The government says 
the project will retain the 
original 300 MW from the 
provincial grid while Bell 
provides up to 900 MW of 
additional capacity under 

Saskatchewan’s Bring 
Your Own Power princi-
ple.

The expansion is ex-
pected to create up to 500 
permanent jobs connected 
to data-centre operations 
and power generation, 
along with an estimated 
3,000 additional jobs in 
areas such as security, lo-
gistics and maintenance. 
The AI Fabric headquar-
ters is also expected to 
include about 100 manage-
ment positions.

“This historic $52 bil-
lion expansion is one of 
the largest private-sector 
investments in Saskatch-
ewan’s history and a 
powerful endorsement of 
our province’s economic 

potential,” Crown Invest-
ments Corporation Minis-
ter Jeremy Harrison said. 

“Bell’s decision to in-
vest at this scale reflects 
confidence in Saskatche-
wan as a place to do busi-
ness, grow and succeed,” 
he continued. “This in-
vestment will create jobs, 
drive economic activity 
and deliver long-term 
benefits for communities 
across our province.”

The opposition NDP 
continue to be uncon-
vinced that data centres 
in Saskatchewan are a 
good fit, calling for a mor-
atorium on hyperscale 
artificial -intelligence 
data centres after news 
of the expansion hit. One 
day after Moe and Bell 
Canada CEO Mirko Bibic 
announced the expan-
sion, NDP leader Carla 
Beck cautioned holding 
back on the project until 
more questions can be 
answered about the pro-
posed framework.

“I question even the 
feasibility of that if this is 
a bring your own power 
project,” she said during a 
media availability. “There 
are no answers right now 
at this point, simply in 
terms of where that power 
is coming from. Sugges-
tions that it perhaps could 
be natural gas, that again 
is just one of the lists of 
questions that people 
have that ought to be an-
swered.”

Beck said her concerns 
are directed at the provin-
cial government rather 
than Bell.

“My concern is with 
the province - with the 
Government of Saskatch-

ewan and with their ab-
solute failure to provide 
any transparency and 
clarity when it comes to 
the initial announcement 
and certainly this latest 
announcement to qua-
druple the scope of this 
hyperscale data center,” 
she said.

The government says 
the expansion was ap-
proved under its Data 
Centre Framework, re-
leased last month. The 
framework establishes 
six principles for major 
data-centre investments, 
including Canadian own-
ership and headquarters, 
data sovereignty, local 
jobs and partnerships, op-
erating experience, Bring 
Your Own Power and cen-
tralized provincial intake.

The government says 
applicable municipal per-
mitting processes and 
bylaws will apply to the 
development. Projects 
meeting the definition of 
a development under ap-
plicable legislation may 
also be subject to an envi-
ronmental impact assess-
ment.

Beck said the six-point 
framework does not go far 
enough.

“Frankly, it’s not suf-
ficient,” she said. “And I 
would also say the federal 
government has a role to 
play here in a more robust 
framework as well.”

Beck said municipal-
ities - particularly rural 
municipalities - need 
greater support when 
dealing with projects of 
this size.

“We have rural munici-
palities trying to navigate 
these deals, trying to navi-

gate with multinationals,” 
she said. “They need sup-
port. They need the abil-
ity to have a provincial
framework, to have re-
sources at the provincial 
and frankly the federal 
level as well.”

The provincial an-
nouncement says the 
project is intended to
strengthen Canadian data 
sovereignty and security
while supporting Sas-
katchewan’s technology
sector.

“This nation-building 
project will help safeguard 
the digital infrastructure
our families, businesses
and public services de-
pend on, while helping 
Saskatchewan build and 
power Canada’s digital
future for generations to
come,” Moe said.

Beck said she is not
opposed to potential in-
vestment or the use of
artificial intelligence but 
wants the province to 
demonstrate the benefits
and establish rules before
projects of this scale pro-
ceed.

“I trust the people of 
this province, given the 
opportunity to express
concerns over where they
see opportunity, that we
can build a path here in 
this province,” she said. 
“But that’s not what we’re
seeing here. Just plowing
ahead with this decision 
is not going to quell the
concerns, the frustration,
the anger that we see out
there. In fact, I think it is 
fueling it.”

Bell AI data centre expansion to quadruple, reach $52B investment

By Calvin Daniels
Grasslands News 

What has become an annual event 
in the city, the Repair Café was held in 
Yorkton Saturday.

The idea of the ‘Café’ is a simple one, 
rather than throwing something not 
working into the trash bin where it ends 
up in the landfill, why not seek out some 
help to fix it? 

Each year people are invited to bring 
items such as small electronics, comput-
ers, bikes, clothing and textiles, where 
people were on hand to hopefully effect 
some small repairs. 

This year Brent Washington with 
Yorkton Men’s Shed, the local partner 
alongside Saskatchewan Waste Reduc-
tion Council, said they were getting all 
sorts of items needing some ‘fix-it’ atten-
tion to save it from heading to the land-
fill. Items included a vacuum, propane 
heater element, dresses and jewellery, 
he said.

The Repair Cafe concept brings to-

gether local volunteers – Washington 
said nine people were out sharing their 
skills this year willing to try and fix and 
repair various items.

With the help of volunteers that will 
be offering their knowledge and skills, 
Repair Cafes encourage us to consider 
repairing items rather than throwing 
them away. 

Repair Café is a pop-up, one day event 
where the public can bring in household 
items to be fixed for free by volunteers, 
held in various communities across the 
province – 15 scheduled in 2026.

The ‘café’ was hosted by Affinity 
Credit Union and the Saskatchewan 
Waste Reduction Council and was held 
at the Yorkton Public Library. 

Saskatchewan Waste Reduction Coun-
cil promotes circular economy princi-
ples, including keeping materials in use 
at their highest value as long as possible. 
Repair is key to that effort, as the organi-
zation works to foster a culture of repair, 
and Repair Café events are one way to es-
tablish that culture.

Repair not throw away
A Repair Café volunteer works on an electronic items at the event at the York-
ton Public Library. This yearly program invites people to bring items such as 
small electronics and more to be repaired. 

Repair Café hosted at Yorkton Library
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By GNG Staff 
Grasslands News 

Student enrolment across Prairie Valley School Divi-
sion is virtually unchanged from last year, but individ-
ual schools in the Grasslands News coverage area are 
seeing considerably different trends.

Preliminary enrolment figures collected Sept. 9 show 
8,752 students attending PVSD schools for the 2026-27 
school year.

That is just nine students more than the division pro-
jected and nine more than were enrolled at the same 
time last year.

While the overall number has remained stable, sev-
eral local schools have recorded increases while others 
have experienced declining enrolment.

Broadview School recorded one of the larger in-
creases compared with projections. The school has 255 
students this fall, 18 more than the 237 projected by the 
division and 13 more than its enrolment of 242 last year.

Grenfell’s two schools are also above projections.
Grenfell Elementary School has 131 students, eight 

more than the projected 123 and four more than last 
year’s enrolment of 127.

Grenfell High Community School has 161 students 
this fall. That is 13 above its projected enrolment of 148 
and 16 more students than the 145 enrolled last year.

Combined, the two Grenfell schools have 292 stu-
dents, compared with 272 last year — an increase of 20 
students.

Balcarres Community School is also above projec-
tions, with 328 students compared with the 318 antici-
pated by the division. Its enrolment is three students 

higher than last year’s 325.
Fort Qu’Appelle Elementary Community School has 

361 students, 11 above the projected 350 and eight more 
than the 353 students attending last year.

Bert Fox Community High School in Fort Qu’Appelle 
has 185 students, which is seven below the projected 192 
and five below last year’s enrolment of 190.

That puts the two Fort Qu’Appelle schools at a com-
bined 546 students, compared with 543 last year.

Vibank Regional School has also exceeded projec-
tions. Its enrolment stands at 236, five students above 
the projected 231 and seven above last year’s 229.

Other communities have seen enrolment move in the 
opposite direction.

Whitewood School has 295 students this fall, three 
below its projected enrolment of 298 and nine fewer 
than the 304 students attending last year.

Kipling School has 376 students, seven below the pro-
jected 383 and 15 fewer than last year’s enrolment of 391.

Indian Head Elementary School has 262 students, 
compared with a projection of 265 and 263 students last 
year.

Indian Head High School has 221 students, five more 
than projected and five more than last year’s enrolment 
of 216.

Wolseley High School has 144 students this year, 
compared with the projected 145 and 146 students last 
year.

The preliminary figures provide PVSD with an early 
indication of where enrolment differs from the numbers 
used during the division’s budget and staffing process.

Across Prairie Valley, actual enrolment of 8,752 is 
almost exactly in line with the division’s projection of 

8,743 students.
Comparable fall enrolment figures for Good Spirit 

School Division are not yet available. GSSD uses its 
Sept. 30 enrolment count for its enrolment and pu-
pil-teacher-ratio reporting, meaning updated figures 
for schools in communities including Yorkton, Mel-
ville, Canora, Esterhazy, Churchbridge, Langenburg, 
Kamsack, Preeceville, and Sturgis are expected after
the end of the month.

Those numbers will provide a broader picture of how
student populations are changing across east-central 
Saskatchewan for the 2026-27 school year.

PVSD’s Sept. 9 figures remain preliminary and can
change as student registrations and withdrawals are fi-
nalized early in the school year.

The Prairie Valley enrolment report was included in
material being presented to the Board of Education at
its Sept. 16 meeting.

PVSD enrolment steady, but local school numbers vary
GSSD enrolment numbers expected to be released later this month
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There’s been a lot said recently about Moosom-
in-Montmartre MLA Kevin Weedmark’s use of a pri-
vate jet to attend events across the province. Not in 
the newspaper he owns mind you – but the jet-setting 
ways have raised many questions from potential 2028 
voters.

Not that we’ll discover any solid answers, appar-
ently. Despite numerous interview requests with 
Weedmark and others who jumped to his defense on 
social media, everyone seems pretty reluctant to face 
questions from unbiased journalists. 

For those who may not be familiar with this fiasco, 
the opposition NDP came upon some videos on social 
media (since removed), posted by Ashley Bochek - 
Weedmark’s employee from the World Spectator. The 
first clip the NDP leapt upon was filmed Aug. 27 and 
documented a ‘day in the life’ aboard a private jet that 
took Weedmark and Bochek from Moosomin to Lloyd-
minster to attend a government announcement, then 
to Saskatoon for lunch and shopping before a quick 
stop in Regina to drop Bochek off before Weedmark 
returned to Moosomin. 

At one point in her video, Bochek commented on 
the “luxury snacks” provided during the flight, to 
which the ever-astute provincial political guru Mur-
ray Mandryk correctly observed, “those look like 
Costco snacks!” Thanks for the giggle at that one, Mur-
ray!

A second video the NDP released was from a year 
prior when Weedmark and Bochek toured the Jim 
Pattison Children’s Hospital, using the jet to fly round 
trip from Moosomin to Saskatoon. 

They also tried to pin a third flight on Weedmark 
from June 2025 to attend the first minister’s confer-
ence, but the MLA and Air Andrew both denied a 
flight occurred that day. 

Weedmark has also claimed paying for the flights 
out of his own pocket, but no actual proof has come to 
light. Local Moosomin businessman (and Weedmark’s 
financial agent during the 2024 election) Tyler Thorn 
posted quotes on social media from Air Andrew ob-
tained Sept. 11 that simulate the flight paths of the two 
dates in question, revealing a total far less than what 
the NDP claim it cost to fly around the province, but 
whether it’s $100,000 or $25,000; who’s footing the bill 
and is this even necessary?

Let’s look at the Lloydminster jag – Weedmark was 
there to emcee an event to announce 20 additional 
sober living spaces coming to that community. Part of 
his justification for using a private jet was to attend 
the event he committed to that was far outside his 
riding, even though local MLA for Lloydminster (and 
provincial energy minister) Colleen Young was in 
attendance and would have been more than capable to 
handle ribbon-cutting duties herself. Heck, even in the 
press release, Weedmark was not mentioned - rather 
a quote from Mental Health and Addictions Minis-
ter Lori Carr, which makes sense. So, what was the 
purpose of him being there and what’s the return on 
investment for the trip?

The questions remain: what is with all the travel 
outside of Weedmark’s constituency? I think it’s 
great to see an MLA visible in the local area and I 
can understand attending events in Regina while the 
Legislative Assembly is sitting, or committee work 
calls a member to the Queen City, but the opening of 
the Gardiner Dam? The Patient’s First Healthcare an-
nouncement in Saskatoon? Ripping up to La Loche for 

the groundbreaking of a hotel? Numerous visits to Sas-
katoon – why? And who is actually paying for all this?

Maybe all this private jet silliness has something to 
do with why the Member Accountability Statements 
are taking so long to become public – perhaps there’s 
going to be some White Out on certain papers (possi-
bly others that just get lost – or better yet, were sucked 
out of the jet while en route to the next photo op) when 
they are finally posted next month. 

Another troubling detail is Weedmark’s apparent 
insistence that all these appearances, visits from min-
isters, and documentation of events be secluded to the 
newspaper he owns. Case in point, a visit to the Nu-
trien potash mine in Rocanville – Bochek was the only 
reporter there, travelled with Weedmark to the tour, 
and wrote about it in their paper. No other media were 
invited or in attendance. Premier Scott Moe came to 
Moosomin last summer for the opening of their new 
water treatment plant – we were given details about 
it the night before via text message and were denied 
access to other portions of the trip that included stops 
in Grenfell, Whitewood, and a function after the water 
plant opening. 

But Weedmark was there with his reporter. 

This whole private jet schmozzle was a great ex-
ample for those in PR circles of how not to handle a 
scandal. By saying next to nothing and avoiding ac-
countability at all costs, that silence handed over the 
chance to construct (and control) the narrative to the 
NDP. Vague statements that eventually came from 
the SaskParty Caucus were not enough to smooth this 
over, and there wasn’t much of a defence from Weed-
mark’s keyboard warrior clique on those social media 
channels he admires. A weak defence since this all 
broke has cemented the picture painted by the opposi-
tion - so much that any attempt at redemption now is 
likely useless.  

Instead of selfies, luxury jets, and vast accounts of 
how busy he’s been this week, maybe Weedmark could 
focus on accountability and inclusion. This current 
blunder might stick around for a while longer than 
anticipated, but here’s the chance to repair things – 
instead of surface level photo ops and promises to take 
concerns raised back to Regina, get to work closer to 
home. And invite all the media to tell the story – not 
just the one you own. That fact alone will add credibil-
ity to the reparation efforts.

- Ryan Kiedrowski, Grasslands News
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NOTICE OF CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS
RM of Hazelwood No. 94

Municipal Elections

NOTICE OF CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF 
SALTCOATS NO. 213

Public notice is hereby given that nominations of 

Councillor for Division No. 2, RM of Saltcoats No. 213
Councillor for Division No. 4, RM of Saltcoats No. 213
Councillor for Division No. 6, RM of Saltcoats No. 213
will be received by the undersigned at the municipal 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the municipal 

Dated this 18th day of September, 2026.
Ronald R. Risling, 

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Rural Municipality of Silverwood No. 123

By Ashley Scarfe
Grasslands News 

There was a terrifying 
situation in Swift Current 
last week after Balgonie 
Greenall Griffins player 
Hunter Gronick collapsed 
shortly after exiting the 
field. 

Gronick and his team 
had travelled to Swift Cur-
rent for their Thursday 
night matchup against 
the Swift Current Com-
prehensive High School 
Colts, when Gronick was 
injured during a play. 
The Grade 12 student, 
in his third year on the 
team, hit his head against 
the turf during the play. 
He walked off to the side-
lines, where he collapsed 
shortly afterwards. 

His mother, Sabrina, 

watched from the stands 
and did not know at first 
that it was her son who 
had been injured. She 
found out when she went 
over to the sidelines to 
offer assistance to the 
fallen player. A registered 
nurse, she approached 
after seeing staff with the 
player for a couple min-
utes. It was then that she 
realized it was her own 
child. 

Gronick was rushed to 
Cypress Regional Hospi-
tal in Swift Current before 
being airlifted to Regina, 
where he remains in sur-
gical intensive care due 
to a brain bleed sustained 
on the field. The player 
had a portion of the right 
side of his skull removed 
to relieve pressure and 
swelling in his brain. The 

teenager has responded to 
painful stimuli in his legs 
and one hand. His progno-
sis remains unclear how-
ever, an update posted 
on his GoFundMe page 
on September 12 states 
“Hunter is very slowly 
showing positive signs of 
recovery. He isn’t awake 
yet - but that will take 
time.”

It is anticipated that 
Gronick will spend a cou-
ple of weeks in the inten-
sive care unit. His sister, 
Emily, started the Go-
FundMe campaign with a 
goal of $55,000. As of Tues-
day, over $49,000 had al-
ready been raised to help 
Gronick and his family 
during his recovery. 

Support across the 
province was swift, and 
not just monetarily. 
During the Queen City 
Marathon this weekend, 
Greenall classmate and 
Regina Victoria’s U18 
player Angelica Linkla-
ter-Rattai ran her 10 km 
race in her football jer-
sey, carrying a sign read-
ing “Running 4 Hunter 
Gronick,” with a QR code 
directing people to his Go-
FundMe page. 

“Hunter is surrounded 
by his family, and we are 
incredibly grateful for 
the support and love that 
has already been shown 
to him,” Gronick’s sister, 
Emily, wrote on his Go-
FundMe page. “He has an 
amazing group of friends, 
teammates, coaches, and 
family members who are 
all pulling for him.”

“Right now, our fam-
ily is focused on Hunter 
and getting him through 
the days ahead,” her post 
reads. “There are still 
many unknowns about 
what his recovery will 
look like, how long he will 
be in the hospital, and 
what kind of care and re-
habilitation he will need 
afterward.”

Money raised from the 
GoFundMe will be used 
to ease some of the finan-
cial burden associated 
with Gronick’s injury, 
hospitalization and re-
covery, including travel, 
accommodations, meals, 
medical and rehabilita-
tion-related costs, and lost 
wages. 

Anyone wanting to 
help support the family 
can donate at gofundme.
com/f/help-hunter-gron-
ick-and-his-family-during-
his-recovery.

-

Football injury leaves
teen in intensive care

Greenall student remains in intensive care 
following on-field injury causing brain bleed

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

Two more charges have 
been added in the case of 
a Whitewood man facing 
two counts of sexual as-
sault and one of forcible 
confinement. The man 
cannot be named at this 
point after a court-im-
posed publication ban on 
Sept. 2 to protect the iden-

tity of the complainant. 
Appearing in Broad-

view Provincial Court on 
Sept. 16, a second infor-
mation containing single 
counts of assault and sex-
ual assault were added to 
the list. Subsequent ap-
pearance dates were not 
known at press time.

The initial charges 
stem from a report to 
Broadview/Moosomin 
RCMP of an alleged sex-

ual assault on July 20 in
Whitewood. Following 
their investigation, RCMP 
arrested a man with his 
first court appearance in 
Broadview on July 22. He
has since been released 
from custody. 

The allegations have
not been proven in court, 
and the man is presumed
innocent unless proven 
guilty.

Additional charges laid in Whitewood sex assault case
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The head of a Swiss as-
sisted-dying group has died 
after trying to climb Japan’s 
Mount Fuji, underscoring re-
newed safety concerns on the 
country’s highest peak. The 
58-year-old hiker lost con-
sciousness during the ascent 
and was pronounced dead at 
a hospital. Swiss euthanasia 
organization Exit identified 
the man as its managing 
director, Bernhard Sutter. 
With the mountain plagued by overcrowding and 
underprepared tourists, local officials have tight-
ened trail caps, introduced climbing fees and are 
urging hikers not to push their limits.

A former Wendy’s general manager in Manheim 
Township, Pennsylvania, created a completely 
fictional employee and collected nearly $20,000 
in wages over the course of almost a year. Linda 
Johnson invented a worker named William Bright 
and manually clocked him in and out for a total of 
128 shifts between June 2021 and May 2022. Because 
she held the position of general manager, she was 
the only person with the authority to enter those 
shifts into the system. Cheques were issued in 
Bright’s name and deposited directly into Johnson’s 
Cash App account. Other staff members later told 
investigators they had never worked alongside 
anyone by that name. One employee recalled seeing 
a time card but never actually meeting the person. 
Johnson stated she used the funds to help support 
her children. The restaurant’s insurer covered ap-
proximately $15,800 of the loss. Although Johnson’s 
whereabouts are unclear, she has been charged 
with theft by deception.

Two men in rural Australia thought they’d un-
covered a murder, but it turned out to be a convinc-
ing fake. The men were driving near the village of 
Oallen, about 140 miles southwest of Sydney, when 
they pulled over and found an abandoned suitcase 
that appeared to hold human remains. Responding 
officers were fooled, as well, and police announced 
a homicide investigation was underway. It wasn’t 
until about 20 hours later that forensic testing es-
tablished the ‘body’ was actually a highly realistic 
doll, complete with clothing, hair, a nose ring, and 
markings that looked like bruises.

A young driver was pulled over in Foothills 
County (AB) and found to be violating the condi-
tions of their learner’s licence. Not only was the 
kid speeding, but he also did not have the required 
supervision. It was the third time the driver had 
been charged for driving with a Class 7 learner’s 
license without a valid supervising driver. He was 
fined $469 for going 139 km/h in a 100 km/h zone 
and $243 for failing to produce a driver’s licence, 
and will need to appear in court for driving without 
supervision and operating a motor vehicle without 
the correct operator’s licence.

A pair of street racers near Saskatoon are fac-
ing steep fines and licence suspensions after being 
caught travelling more than 100 km/h over the 
speed limit. Members of Combined Traffic Services 
Saskatchewan in the Corman Park area witnessed 
two vehicles travelling at a high rate of speed and 
appeared to be racing one another. Using a “laser 
speed timing device”, the drivers were caught 
travelling at a speed of 202 km/h in a 90 km/h zone. 
Each driver was issued more than $2,000 in tickets 
and a 60-day vehicle impound, along with 14-day li-
cence suspensions.

Sault Ste. Marie lawyer, Jeff Broadbent sug-
gested renaming Trump Lake in Northern Ontario. 
After Trump’s attempt to rename Lake Ontario, he 
suggests a more appropriate name might be “Lit-
tle Dictator Lake,” “Crooked Lake,” “Ego Lake,” 
or “Grifter Lake”. Broadbent emphasizes finding 
humor in stressful times, calling Trump’s order to 
establish Lake America offensive and meaningless, 
while still urging people to take his influence as a 
very dangerous person seriously.

Argus Hamilton noted, “So we’re in an economic 
War with Canada who makes all of our toilet 
paper just while we’re in the middle of an explosive 
diarrhea epidemic due to the Mexican food to which 
we are addicted. I see what’s going on here. Trump 
is planning to stage a reenactment of Custer’s Last 
Stand, and he promises it’s going to be the biggest 
and best Last Stand in all human history!” To per-
haps clarify, the US imported $328m worth of toilet 
paper from Canada in 2024, making it by far the 
largest exporter of the product to the US. Though 
American toilet paper and tissues are often made 
domestically, they heavily rely on lumber-rich 
Canada for raw materials. 

The US accounts for more than 20 per cent of 
global tissue consumption despite having only four 
per cent of the world’s population. The average 
American uses 141 rolls of toilet paper per year, 
making them No 1 for No 2s globally, just ahead of 
Germans, each using an average of 134 rolls annu-
ally. Who counts their rolls of T.P.?

Keep reading between the lines…

Gene Hauta 

It’s a Strange World
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LANDFILL
• May 1 to Nov. 30 •
Monday to Saturday
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday Closed
Closed Statutory Holidays

• Dec. 1 to May 1 •
Monday to Friday
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday Closed
Closed Statutory Holidays

ACCEPTING: Used oil, filters and containers; 
Used Antifreeze; Batteries; Select household 
chemicals; Grain Bags & Twine; Concrete; 

Asphalt.
Info: northvalleywaste.ca

By Calvin Daniels
Grasslands News 

And if you attended 
the Sunflower Arts & 
Craft Market in Yorkton 
you could have sampled 
the same treat that astro-
nauts living on the Inter-
national Space Station at 
the end of 2012 enjoyed.

Trails End Bison 
Ranch’s Buffalo Stix – 
Cranberry Craze was one 
of 12 uniquely Canadian 
foods to head into space 
through the Canadian 
Space Agency’s Snacks 
for Space competition. 
The competition was held 
in honour of Chris Had-
field, the Canadian astro-
naut, who took the helm 
of the International Space 
Station at the end of that 
year.

Twila Wedrick and Shi-
anna Smart with Trails 
End said the selection of 
the ‘buffalo stix’ through 
the competition was a 
thrill.

“We’re honoured we 
got selected,” said Wed-
rick, adding it’s great 
that they could be recog-
nized on such a national 
scale from a small town in 
southwest Saskatchewan.

The ‘stix’ were actu-
ally submitted by some-
one without the partners 
knowing so when they 
were informed of the 
snack’s selection, it was 
very much a surprise.

While the contest was 
created for the Canadian 
astronaut, Wedrick added 
all the crew had the oppor-
tunity to try the stix.

The exposure of the 
stix in space is something 
of a marketing boon, ad-

mitted the duo, who said 
they are working on ways 
to incorporate the contest 
selection and the flight to 
the station of their stix 
into advertising and pack-
aging.

It was also something 
which continues to be 
exciting. The pair were 
actually expecting to miss 
Sunflower as they were 
scheduled to attend the 
launch Sept. 12, which 
would carry Canadian 
Space Agency astronaut 
Joshua Kutryk to the 
SpaceX Crew-13 mission 
to the International Space 
Station, but the launch 
was postponed.

“We were supposed to 
fly out last Wednesday,” 
said Wedrick.

So, they called and 
were able to secure a table 

for the Yorkton show.
As for the Gull Lake, 

Sask.-based company, 
Trails End Buffalo Stix 
was founded in 2004 by 
Kevin and Judy Wilkin-
son.

Working directly with 
food scientists, Trails End 
“developed a delicious, 
low-fat, protein-packed 
snack made from ground 
smoked bison, cranber-
ries, and brown sugar 
that contains zero glu-
ten, soy, and nitrates. In 
fact, we are currently the 

first federally inspected 
jerky product in Canada 
that has been approved 
to not use nitrates as an 
ingredient,” detailed the 
company website at www.
trailsendbuffalostix.com

“We do everything, 
so we’re federally in-
spected,” said Wedrick, 
adding that allows them 
to market across the coun-
try.

Sask. made bison jerky headed to outer space

Out-of-this-world snack
Twila Wedrick and Shianna Smart of Trails End Bison Ranch showcase their 
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Balcarres
Agencies Ltd.

Off ering a wide selection of products and expertise 

• Personal Insurance   • Commercial Insurance
    • Specialty Products    • Agri-Business

216 Main St. Balcarres, SK
Phone: 306-334-2401   Fax: 306-334-2705

Email: balcarresagencies@sasktel.net
www.balcarresagencies.saskbrokers.com

Phone 306-332-4666     1-800-563-4608   
122 Company Ave. S., Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

For all your Insurance needs!
Representing: • SGI Canada

• Wawanesa • SMI • Wynward Insurance Company
• Germania Mutual • Aviva • Oasis • Intact

• HUB Life and Financial Services
• Portage Mutual • Group Medical Services

• Red River Mutual and Many More.
• Saskatchewan Blue Cross
• SGI Motor License Issuer

BOCK & COMPANY LAW OFFICE
LYNNETTE BOCK, B.A., J.D.,  ANLI ROETS, B.A., LL.M.

ALANNA DECORBY, B.A., J.D.
500 Maple Street, P.O. Box 220 Esterhazy, SK  S0A 0X0

PH: 306-745-3952 FAX: 306-745-6119
E-mail: bocklaw@sasktel.net

Rocanvile - 124 Ellice Street - PH: 306-645-4552 - Fridays
Whitewood - 703 Lalonde Street - PH: 306-608-2921 - Thursdays

Moosomin - 1126 Main Street - PH: 306-608-2921 - Monday to Wednesday

Baran & Company 
 CPA Professional Coporation (Accountants)

1850 McAra Street

Regina, Saskatchewan

S4N 6C4

Tel: 306-352-2522

Fax: 306-352-2886

Email: baran@lbaran.com

PROFESSIONALS DIRECTORY

PRAIRIE STRONG
Chartered Professional Accountants

www.prairiestrong.ca
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306-728-4525

Esterhazy
306-745-6611

Grenfell
306-697-3558

Whitewood
306-735-2385

Balcarres
306-334-2923

Indian Head
306-695-2303

Fort Qu’Appelle
306-332-6651

Ituna
306-795-3190

Nicholas Smiatek, B.Sc., J.D.

181-B Broadway Street East
P.O. Box 817

Fort Qu’Appelle, SK  S0G 1S0
Phone 306-332-5661

Fax 306-332-4293
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Barrister and SolicitorBarrister and Solicitor

DIRECTORY 
ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group
1-844-464-6397

306-728-4581
Melville and Esterhazy
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Balcarres to hold ‘Ugliest Boulevard Tree’ contest
By Judy Hershmiller

Grasslands News 

Not all of Balcarres’ 
boulevard trees are beau-
tiful.  There are a few 
around town that just 
might qualify for being 
downright UGLY. For just 
$5 you can vote to have 
your least favourite bou-
levard tree removed this 
fall when the Dutch Elm 
Disease trees are being re-
moved.

Stop by the town of-
fice. Buy a $5 yellow cau-
tion-tape ribbon and tie it 
around the boulevard tree 
you think deserves that 
Ugliest Boulevard Tree. 
The tree with the most 

votes will be removed. All 
proceeds go to the Balcar-
res in Bloom committee to 
help purchase flowers for 
2027.

Speaking of the Balcar-
res in Bloom Volunteers 
and Community Support-
ers…..

A big thank you to 
Lori Bacon, Earl Bacon, 
Bonnie Dubiel, Sandy 
Korchinski, Dana Lowe 
and Gail Machniak for 
their hard work in orga-
nizing and bring Balcar-
res in Bloom back to the 
community.

The flowers and plants 
throughout Balcarres 
looked beautiful this year 
and added a wonderful 
splash of colour to our 

streets and public places.
Appreciation to the 

RBC Balcarres Branch 
for its generous donation 
of $1,500 to Balcarres in 
Bloom. Thanks to this 
support and the efforts of 
our volunteers even more 
flower pots and plant-
ings are planned for 2027. 
Recognition also to Wilf 
Walker Trucking, Mach-
niack Excavating and RW 
and Sons for their gener-
ous donations of time and 
materials, and to the local 
businesses that added 
their own flower pots, 
planters and displays 
around town. 

New Councillor 
Balcarres Town Coun-

cil welcomes newest coun-
cillor Rob Desnomie on 
board. Rob moved to Bal-
carres on June 14, 2024 and 
has immediately thought 
how to contribute to his 
community by joining 
the town council. He joins 
Mayor Kirby Korchinski, 
councillors Gord Michay-
luk, Scott Temple, Chris 
Petrichuk, Curtis Geisler 
and Lois Dixon.

Council meetings are 
open to the public and are 
normally held on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 
5 p.m.  The planned sched-
ule for council meetings 
for 2026 are as follows 
with times of 5 p.m.: Sept. 
15, Oct. 20, Nov. 17 and 
Dec. 15.

Autumn is just around 
the corner, and with that 
comes yard clean-up.  The 
following items are ac-
cepted at the Town Trans-
fer Station: bare wood (not 
painted or stained), metal 
or used appliances (fridge, 
washer, dryer, etc.), con-
crete or cement, leaves, 
grass clippings, and gar-
den waste.

To visit the Transfer 
Station please call ahead 
to the Town Office at 306-
334-2566 to book an ap-
pointment.

Golden Age Seniors
The Balcarres Golden 

Age seniors had a busy 
summer with their Ga-
rage Sale that took place 
at the end of June during 
the time when a  new 
sidewalk was installed in 
front of their front doors. 
This made the garage sal-
ers a little confused until 
they realized there were 
deals to purchase if they 
came in the back door. 

We are excited to an-
nounce that during July 
the Center received a 
fresh coat of paint, the 
carpet was removed and  
plank flooring was in-
stalled. Furniture and fix-
tures were moved back in 

position and members are 
especially appreciative 
of help from Kirby, Fred, 
Earl and Rick. A new 50 
in. TV was also purchased 
so it can be utilized for 
exercise mornings, and 
other planned activities. 
It is now ready for rentals.  
The rate is $150 per day 
with members enjoying a 
special rate. To rent the 
Centre contact Lori Bacon 
at 306-331-9804.

Coffee time has re-
sumed every Tuesday 
morning at 9:30 a.m., and 
Thirsty Thursdays at 2 
p.m. Free to attend and 
open to the public. 

Recently a perogy-mak-
ing bee took place with 
14 members having fun 
teasing each other while 
they worked. A record 
1,362 perogies were made 
and packed up for sale.  
Potato, cheese and onion, 
and potato, cheese only 
were made.Contact Sandy 
at 306-331-7285. Saskatoon, 
apple and rhubarb pies 
are also available by con-
tacting Sandy.

At the recent meeting 
other planned Golden Age 
Activities include:
Sept. 28:  Community 
barbecue 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Enjoy a burger, chips and 
drink  for $12. Everyone 
welcome
Oct. 20:  Members 
Planned Potluck Supper 
5 p.m.
Nov. 20, 21:  Christmas 
Themed Garage Sale
Dec. 4: Bake Sale with 
Soup and Biscuit Supper 
4 to 7 p.m.
Dec. 16: Members Christ-
mas Party and Entertain-
ment  5 p.m.

Lions, Lioness Update
The Trip of the Month 

tickets and draws are 
back for 2026-2027!

Only 350 tickets are 
available. Contact a local 
Lions or Lioness member 
or stop by the town Office 
to purchase your ticket.

The first draw will be
on Dec. 31 at 12 noon at
the Balcarres town office.  
The following draws will
be held at 8 p.m on the
second Tuesday of each 
month at the Golden Age 
Centre. Proceeds sup-
port the Balcarres ball 
diamonds, Balcarres &
Community Foundation,
Balcarres Hall and Bal-
carres Lions Park. Lottery
Licence #RR24-0234.

Cash Calendar
The BICC is fundrais-

ing in the form of a cash
calendar for the month 
of October. Purchase a
cash calendar ticket and 
receive your lucky num-
ber which is entered into
the draw every day from 
Oct. 1 – 31, 2026. If your 
number is drawn you win
that day’s cash prize. Your 
number goes back into the
draw after every draw so 
the same ticket can win 
more than once. All pro-
ceeds go towards sup-
porting the recreational
events, activities and out-
ings for the residents.

*  *  *
Sincere sympathy to

Dr. Ron Brandow and
family on the passing of
Lana Brandow of Regina. 
Ron and Lana lived in Bal-
carres for many years op-
erating the animal clinic
prior to its closure. Sym-
pathy is also extended to
David McVicker and fam-
ily on the passing of his
wife Donna, and to David 
Hyndman on the sudden
passing of his wife Evelyn. 

*  *  *
Balcarres library hours 

are Tuesday and Wednes-
day 12 noon to 6 p.m.
Closed all statutory holi-
days.  Follow the library
on Facebook. Mobile
book delivery and pick-up 
service is available to in-
town residents. Contact 
Amanda at 306-334-2966 
for more information and 
to arrange details.

AB men receive prison sentences
By Ryan Kiedrowski 

Grasslands News 

After several months 
of court appearances, two 
Fort McMurray, AB., men 
pleaded guilty to their 
roles in a January kid-
napping in Yorkton. Pres-
ton Carroll, 24, and Dante 
Douglas, 20, appeared in 
Yorkton Provincial Court 
on Sept. 8. 

Carroll was sentenced 
to serve 1,292 days (ap-
proximately 3.5 years) 
in custody after plead-
ing guilty to charges of 
kidnapping while using 
a firearm, unlawful pos-
session of a firearm, pos-
session of a firearm in a 
motor vehicle, carrying 
tools to break into coin-op-
erated machines without 
valid reason, assault, and 
uttering threats against a 
person. An additional 22 
charges were stayed, part 
of a joint sentencing sub-
mission between Crown 
and defence.

Douglas pleaded guilty 
to charges of kidnapping 

while using a firearm, 
possession of a firearm 
in a motor vehicle, pos-
session of a prohibited 
weapon knowing he was 
not authorized to possess 
it, and flight from a peace 
officer. He was sentenced 
to 1,112 days (three years) 
in custody with a further 
18 charges stayed by the 
Crown as part of the res-
olution.

The charges stemmed 
from an incident on Jan. 
20 when Yorkton RCMP 
received a report of sus-
picious activity on Fourth 
Avenue North in Yorkton. 
Police initially received 
information that a person 
may have been kidnapped.

According to the 
RCMP, the male victim 
was in a parked vehicle 
outside a residence when 
two males wearing face 
coverings approached the 
victim, forced him out of 
the vehicle, placed him in 
a separate SUV, and drove 
away. The two men threat-
ened the victim, and while 
a firearm was pointed at 
him, no shots were fired.

“Shortly after receiv-
ing the initial report, 
Yorkton RCMP located 
a vehicle matching the 
SUV’s description on 
Highway 10, heading to-
wards Melville,” RCMP 
said. “Officers activated 
their vehicle’s emergency 
equipment and initiated a 
traffic stop. The SUV did 
not stop; it fled from po-
lice.”

RCMP said the SUV 
entered the ditch after a 
brief pursuit, allowing 
officers to arrest the occu-
pants. 

“The victim - who 
was one of the vehicle 
occupants - reported 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries to police,” RCMP said, 
adding that the suspects 
and victim were known to 
each other.

Police searched the 
vehicle, seizing a loaded 
firearm, ammunition, ap-
proximately 88 g each of 
cocaine and methamphet-
amine, plus around 16 g 
of fentanyl. Drug-related 
charges were among those 
stayed by the Crown.



By Ashley Scarfe
Grasslands News 

Ian Moats and his gen-
erosity are no secret to the 
community of McLean. 
For 10 years, Moats has 
dazzled visitors every De-
cember with his annual 
Christmas lights display, 
with donations raised 
from the event providing 
extra comfort and care 
items to patients stay-
ing on Unit 1D, Inpatient 
Mental Health at Regina 
General Hospital.

The fundraiser began 
after Moats’ daughter 
struggled with her men-
tal health and spent time 
on the unit. Since then, 
Moats has delivered flow-
ers, arts and crafts sup-
plies, hygiene products, 
and other comfort items 
not covered within the 
unit’s main budget. 

“I saw that they were 
lacking things,” Moats 
says, remembering the 
time his daughter spent 
on the unit. “I decided to 
have some friends and 
family over and sit around 
a bonfire. At that time, my 
neighbours thought I was 
crazy because I had about 
30,000 lights around my 
bonfire pit.”

“We had friends, fam-
ily and neighbours come 
over, had hot chocolate 
and asked for donations,” 
he continues. “We raised 
$1,380 and used it to buy 
arts and crafts supplies, 
games, and things for the 
mental health unit. That’s 
where it started.”

This winter will mark 
the 10th year of the dis-
play, with around $150,000 
raised over the years.

“It’s the little things 
that mean the most to the 
patients,” he says. “Every-
thing I do directly benefits 
the patients. The patients 
tell me it works really 
well and they appreciate 
it, so I just keep it going.”

With his annual lights 
display drawing thou-
sands of visitors each 
year, and his daughter 
now recovered and liv-
ing in Ontario, Moats has 

turned his attention to 
the people of McLean and 
giving back to the commu-
nity that has supported 
him throughout the last 
decade. 

“It started with my 
Christmas light fund-
raiser every December,” 
he says. “So many people 
come out and help, and 
so many people from the 
community give me sup-
port. I just thought it was 
time that I did something, 
or saw if I could do some-
thing, to give back to the 
community.”

Moats reached out to 
McLean Fire Chief, Ash-
ley Thompson, looking 
for ideas on ways he could 
give back.

“I thought I’d start 
with the fire department 
to see if there was any-
thing they needed or 
anything I could do,” he 
says. “It wasn’t instantly 
decided what it would be. 
She was thinking about it, 
and I was thinking about 
it. It turned out that al-
though there are other 
AEDs in McLean, none 
of them are available 24 
hours. There’s one in the 
school and there are some 
in businesses, but nothing 
is available 24 hours.”

Automated External 
Defibrillators are porta-
ble electronic devices de-
signed to assist in saving 
lives during cardiac ar-
rest. They analyze a per-
son’s heart rhythm and, 
when necessary, deliver 
an electrical shock to 
help restore an effective 
rhythm. Designed for use 
by people with little or no 
medical training, AEDs 
are commonly placed in 
public spaces. 

There are several 
AEDs in the village, but 
according to Thompson, 
none are accessible to the 
public 24/7.

“We have one within 
the school for the stu-
dents,” she says. “Our hall 
is attached to the school, 
and the hall side has one. 
I’ve heard the daycare 
has one, and the First Re-
sponders have one. We 

actually have a substan-
tial number of them, but I 
can’t say for sure whether 
those ones are registered 
with the PAD program.”

The Public Access De-
fibrillation program is 
designed to improve pub-
lic access to AEDs during 
cardiac emergencies. 
Through 911 dispatch, 
callers can be directed to 
registered AEDs nearby.

“Ian sees so many 
people at his place in De-
cember,” Thompson says. 
“On a slow year, I think 
it’s around 10,000 people. 
It gets very, very busy. 
We’re very proactive out 
here in emergency ser-
vices, but things happen. 
Minutes matter. The AED 
was the idea where we 
thought, ‘This might be 
a good way to go.’ Once 
we did some investigat-
ing and got some quotes, 
we approached Ian with 
the price. He didn’t even 
think twice. He said, ‘Ab-
solutely, let’s do this.’ 
That’s where it stemmed 
from.”

At first, Moats says 
they debated mounting 
the AED on Main Street 
in McLean but worried 
about theft and vandal-
ism. While Moats’ prop-
erty is half a mile south of 
the community, the deci-
sion was eventually made 
to place the device there. 

“Seeing that my event 
in December has more 
people than McLean does, 
at least in December, it 
made sense for it to be 
here,” he says. “I told 
them I would commit to 
making it available to the 
community, and we de-
cided my place was prob-
ably the best spot for it. I 
don’t know if it shows up 
yet on the PAD program. 
The PAD program is a 
listing of all the AEDs, so 
if somebody phones 911, 
they’ll know that it’s at 
my place and Ian’s Christ-
mas Lights is also on Goo-
gle Maps, so it’s findable.”

The device will be 
mounted on the outside of 
Moats’ garage. To protect 
it from Saskatchewan’s 
winter temperatures, 
Moats cut a hole in the 
wall to create a heated 
space for the AED without 
sacrificing the security of 
his garage and workshop. 

“You can’t let them 
freeze because the bat-
tery will quit,” he says. 
“I’m a renovation guy, 
so that part wasn’t hard. 
It was just figuring out 
where it would work best. 
The new insulated door 
that’s going on has a big 
AED logo going on the 
door. It’s pretty in-your-
face lettering I put on it. 
It’s right under the light 
of the garage and beside 
my door, so it’s not bur-
ied around the corner. It’s 
right in the front and easy 
to find.”

A motion camera 
above will offer an extra 
bit of security, along with 

the dogs that roam the 
property. 

“They would probably 
lick somebody to death 
before they would stop 
them from taking it,” he 
jokes. 

Thompson says the lo-
cation offers additional 
security while still mak-
ing the AED available 
when needed. 

“There were a few of 
us involved in getting ev-
erything set up,” she says. 
“I’m a dual member of the 
fire department and First 
Responders. The two 
teams are separate, but 
they work together a lot. 
Because this was on the 
medical side of things, I 
approached the medical 
team and asked if this 
was something we would 
be interested in work-
ing with him on. That 
includes making sure 
monthly checks are being 
done, replacing pads if 
they’re used, and making 
sure the AED is always 
operational. The First Re-
sponders jumped on board 
100 per cent.”

Once the machine is 
registered with the PAD 
program, dispatch will 
be able to direct people in 
need to its location. 

“The machine itself is 
currently available, and 
locals know about it and 
where it is,” Thompson 
says. “I know of an in-
stance where dispatch 
called a place and said, 
‘Can you take your AED 
to this location?’ It was 
across the street and 
down the block, and they 
brought it over.”

Thompson says the 
McLean First Responders 
will handle the care of the 
device going forward. 

“I believe they’re also 
going to pick up the fi-
nancial side afterward 
if anything has to be re-
placed, such as the AED 
pads,” she says. “I’m actu-

ally surprised that in all 
the years Ian has had his 
Christmas lights, we’ve 
never had a medical call 
out there. With the num-
ber of people coming in 
and out, that’s pretty 
amazing. For years - es-
pecially during COVID - 
the fire department and 
First Responders helped 
Ian with things like park-
ing and traffic direction 
during the Christmas 
lights. He really appre-
ciated that. This is his 
way of giving back. He’s 
always thinking of other 
people.”

For the ever-humble 
Moats, however, there 
were no second thoughts 
about reaching out and 
placing the device on 
his property. Raised on 
a farm, by parents who 
lived during the hard-hit 
years of the Dirty Thir-
ties, Moats says looking 
out for one another was 
simply how he was raised. 

“I don’t feel special for 
what I do,” he says. “I just 
do it. I have a hard time 
getting accolades because 
that isn’t what I’m doing 
things for, if that makes 
sense. I don’t know how to 

explain it other than lots
of people help me, so I just
do something to help them
back. That’s the whole
purpose of why this hap-
pened.”

While Moats may have
a hard time singing his
own praises, Thompson
does not. 

“He’s simply one of a
kind and truly amazing,”
she says. “We need more
people like him in this
world. He would give the
shirt off his back to any-
body - no questions asked.
He’s just genuinely a good
person. We need more in-
dividuals like him.”

In the event of a car-
diac arrest, where an AED
is needed, Moats says to
call 911 first. If more than
one person is present, one
person should remain
on the line with dispatch
while another retrieves
the AED. First respond-
ers will also carry an AED
when available. 

“Hopefully it never
gets used,” Moats says.
“But it’s one of those little
things. If I can help some-
body somewhere along
the line, maybe it’ll even
help me out. Who knows?”
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New Home Mechanical Consultation
Blue print consultation, to ensure mechanical layout is efficient.
If there’s a way to save money we’ll help you find it.

Commercial & Residential New Build Specialist

Furnace, Boiler, Air Conditioner Install & Repair

Rural Mechanical Water Treatment

Sewage & Pump Systems

Residential & Commercial 
In-Floor Heating Systems

1-306-697-3504
AFTER HOURS: 1-306-697-7219

505 Pacific Street Grenfell, SK
Email: Kruegersplumbing@sasktel.net

Krueger’sPlumbing & Heating  

Local trusted expert | Journeyman | Licensed Gas Fitter | 35 years in Business

Helping save lives
A new AED device is being made available for the 
residents of McLean, with 24/7 access. Installed by 
Ian Moats, the device is intended to give back to 
the community.

McLean man gives back to community with
new 24-hour public access defibrillator

AED installed at longtime Christmas lights organizer’s 
property for cardiac emergencies

By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

A trial date for Tyrone Sayer has been set.
Sayer, 44 of Regina, appeared in Melville Provincial 

Court via video on Monday, Sept. 14, where the Crown 
withdrew all counts except for count two, and set a trial 
date for the other counts for Jan. 5, 2027, in Melville.

Sayer was one of three people charged after a search 
warrant was executed on May 22 at a home on 2 Ave. 
East in Melville. RCMP received a report that a male 
robbed and assaulted another person, also discharging 
a firearm. The victim did not report serious physical 
injuries to police.

A total of five people were arrested at the scene, 
where they seized a pair of BB guns, cash, and a small 
amount of cocaine and methamphetamine. Two bicy-
cles that had been reported as stolen from a business 
during the day prior were also recovered. 

The charges against Sayer have yet to be proven in 
court.

Sayer trial date set
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Sept. 11 - Sept. 17, 2026 
Next Council Meeting will be temporarily 

held at the Gallagher Centre 
Monday, September 21, 2026 at 5:00 p.m

City of Yorkton
37 Third Avenue North, Yorkton, SK S3N 2W3

306-786-1700    Fax:  306-786-6880
City Hall Hours of Operation: Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

www.yorkton.ca
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From local shopping and community developments to 
provincial and  headlines, we deliver the news 

We  Also Do

Forms, Envelopes,
Business Cards, Posters, 

SO MUCH MORE!
Free Quotes

1-844-GNG-NEWS

Trust us with 
what matters 
most.

215 - 3rd Ave. W., Melville, SK 306.728.2165
www.trustmarkinsurance.ca

HOME | AUTO | FARM | BUSINESS | LIFE & HEALTH

The Aug. 27 trip included a govern-
ment announcement in Lloydminster 
before Weedmark and Bochek travelled 
to Saskatoon and then Regina. A “day in 
the life” video posted by Bochek showed 
portions of the journey, including lunch 
and clothing shopping in Saskatoon.

Weedmark has said chartering the air-
craft allowed him to meet commitments 
across the province that would have been 
difficult to reach by road.

“As a result, I decided to charter a 
plane from a local company at my own 
personal expense,” Weedmark stated. 
“There were no taxpayer dollars in-
volved.”

The NDP continues to call for Weed-
mark to release receipts showing what 
he paid for the flights.

MLA expenses charged to taxpayers 
are publicly disclosed, with 2025-26 travel 
information expected online in early Oc-
tober. Those disclosures should establish 
whether flight-related expenses were 
claimed through the Legislative Assem-
bly, but would not necessarily show what 
Weedmark personally paid Air Andrew.

Questions beyond flights
The videos that brought attention 

to Weedmark’s flights have also raised 
questions about the relationship between 
his duties as an MLA and his ownership 
of a private newspaper.

Other “day in the life” videos show 

Bochek accompanying Weedmark on 
constituency and government-related 
activities in Regina and other commu-
nities. One included a tour of a Nutrien 
potash mine with Weedmark and other 
MLAs. Other media were not invited on 
that tour.

Bochek works for the newspaper 
Weedmark owns, raising a separate 
question about whether the newspaper 
is receiving access through his position 
as an MLA that is unavailable to compet-
ing media.

Questions also remain about the fi-
nancial arrangements surrounding the 
acknowledged flights. There is no ev-
idence Air Andrew, Thorn or anyone 
else paid for or subsidized Weedmark’s 
travel, but the original invoices have not 
been released.

Saskatchewan’s Members’ Conflict 
of Interest Act restricts MLAs from ac-
cepting certain gifts or personal benefits 
connected with their official duties and 
from using their office to further private 
interests.

No evidence has emerged showing 
Weedmark received an improper bene-
fit or improperly used his office to ben-
efit his newspaper. Whether the flight 
arrangements or access afforded to his 
newspaper raise a conflict under the Act 
would ultimately be a matter for Sas-
katchewan’s Conflict of Interest Com-
missioner.

Weedmark flights disputed
- continued from front page

New studio provides space for creativity, expression
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

A new sign has been installed over 
the door of 434 Grand Avenue in Indian 
Head. It designates the building as the 
Grace & Thyme Studio and indicates that 
the space will be a place to create, gather, 
and learn.

Susie Hilton is the owner and opera-
tor of Grace & Thyme antique store at 434 
Grand Avenue. She moved the business 
from Regina to Indian Head in 2023. She 
looked forward to hosting workshops 
at her new shop, and over the past few 
years, community members have en-
joyed attending classes on a variety of 
topics.

Hilton and guest presenters have fa-
cilitated these classes in the back of the 
antique shop. However, every time there 
is a class she must rearrange the retail 
area in order to accommodate partici-
pants, and the space is still quite limited. 
This spring, she hosted a candle making 
class for 18 ladies from Grenfell but noted 
that the workshop area is more suitable 
for a group of eight.

As she conducted sessions on vintage 
window décor or pumpkin painting, Hil-
ton determined that she needed a more 
spacious location to offer classes. She 
had purchased the building on the 400 
block of Grand Avenue about two years 
ago, and her tenant recently moved 
to a different location in town. Hilton 
concluded that the 600 sq. ft. storefront 
would be ideal for a studio. It would be 
an extension of her operations at the an-

tique shop up the street, providing an ex-
cellent place to hold creative workshops.

The first class in the new studio is 
scheduled for Oct. 4, 1 to 4 p.m. Partici-
pants will decorate faux pumpkins or
other décor with fall themes. The cost is 
$75, with all materials included. Hilton
hopes to offer monthly classes at the new
studio, and upcoming sessions could in-
clude an introduction to furniture paint-
ing, a Christmas décor class and candle 
making. She is also open to suggestions
for workshop topics.

“Hopefully a dedicated classroom
space will give us an opportunity to open
up more classes,” Hilton said. “We can 
easily accommodate a dozen people with-
out feeling crowded.”

Not only will Grace & Thyme Studio 
provide a venue for the classes Hilton 
wants to offer, but it will also be avail-
able for others to rent for similar ven-
tures. She noted that there are many 
talented individuals in the community, 
and the studio could provide an opportu-
nity for them to offer classes on sewing, 
art, writing, or other creative activities.
The venue is available at a rate of $25 
per hour, though Hilton said this may be
negotiable if a series of classes are being
offered.

To register for the fall décor class or 
to rent the Grace & Thyme Studio, email
graceandthyme2017@gmail.com or stop
by the antique shop to speak with Hilton.

“I’m just glad to offer another service 
to the community and hope that it brings 
some outlets for our creativity,” Hilton
said.

Be artistic
Owner Susie Hilton looks for-
ward to hosting a fall décor 
class and other creative work-
shops at the new Grace & 
Thyme Studio.
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Grand Theatre lobby renovation 
aims to improve accessibility

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

A renovation planned for Indian 
Head’s Grand Theatre will target acces-
sibility improvements in the building’s 
lobby and concession areas.

The Town of Indian Head has issued 
an invitation to tender for a complete in-
terior renovation of the two areas.

According to the tender notice, the 
project is intended to improve accessi-
bility at the theatre.

The competition opened Aug. 26 and is 
scheduled to close Sept. 24.

Additional information has been pro-
vided to prospective contractors since 
the tender was initially issued.

An addendum was posted Aug. 28 
along with an extension to the bid accep-
tance period and an additional on-site 
walkthrough for contractors.

A second addendum was posted Sept. 
11.

The public tender notice does not 
identify an estimated construction cost 

or provide a detailed breakdown of the 
individual accessibility improvements 
planned as part of the work.

JCK Engineering Inc. is listed as the
contact for the tender.

The Grand Theatre is a longstanding
community facility in Indian Head and 
continues to operate as a movie theatre 
and venue.

The latest work will focus specifically
on renovating the lobby and concession
areas to make them more accessible.

Contractors have until 2 p.m. Sept. 24 
to submit bids.

Further details, including the suc-
cessful contractor and project cost, are
expected following completion of the ten-
der process.



By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Indian Head town council held a regu-
lar meeting at 7 p.m. on Sept. 14. Council-
lor Al Hubbs chaired the meeting in the 
mayor’s absence.

Council approved a quote from Speedy 
Stump Cutter of $15,000 plus taxes, to re-
move 13 trees infected with Dutch Elm 
disease. The town contracts out any trees 
that Public Works staff cannot safely re-
move using the town’s equipment. Only 
one company submitted a quote.

Documentation was presented to 
council confirming that subdivision ap-
plications were approved for a property 
on Water St. and a property on Victoria 
Ave. This has created two distinct resi-
dential lots where new houses can be 
constructed.

OH&S conducted an inspection at the 
town shop and determined that a formal 
policy was lacking for Chemical Spill 
and Leak Emergency Response. Admin-
istration prepared a policy and council 
approved it for implementation.

Council reviewed a list of four prop-

erties with taxes in arrears for 2025 and 
authorized administration to proceed 
with tax enforcement. They noted that 
even when combined with properties 
from previous years, the town has very 
few with taxes in arrears.

Council discussed options for enter-
tainment at the town’s Jingle & Mingle 

event in December, as presented by the 
community development officer. The 
event is held at Memorial Hall and coun-
cil agreed to invite the Stage Left Players
to provide the entertainment. The group 
often prepares a Christmas performance
but will be unable to utilize the Grand
Theatre this year due to renovations.
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Looking for a great way to get your business in front of hundreds of people? The Town of Indian Head has 
advertising opportunities available at the AJM Davies Arena for the upcoming season!
There are still spaces available for concession advertising which is $200 per sign. Arena advertising is a 

recreation.
Interested in advertising your business at the arena? Contact MacKenzie at ihfacilities@sasktel.net or 306-
695-3344 for more information and to secure your advertising space.

Town Page

Memorial Hall in Indian Head. We have over 30 vendors registered, offering a variety of handmade items 
and the home-based businesses you love. The Royal Purple will be offering soup & sandwich lunch for 

Funds raised from the show go right back into supporting local organizations, meaning every purchase and 

over $3,000—a true testament to the impact of community spirit and support.

The Southeast College will be offering two great courses for local youth 
in Indian Head this November. A  will take place on 
Sunday, November 1 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., teaching children the skills 
and knowledge they need to stay safe and responsible when home alone. 
The suggested age is 9 years and older, or turning 9 within a month of 
course completion. The cost is $84 plus materials and tax.
A  will follow on Monday, November 2 from 9 a.m. to 

care basics, safe play, meal preparation, and handling emergencies. The 
cost is $90 plus materials and tax.

visit southeastcollege.org .

Do you have a great community event coming up? Let us know  
about it! You can have your event featured on our Community Events 
webpage by emailing your details and poster to indianheadcdc@

at least one week before your event date.

The Indian Head and District Wildlife Federation invites you to our Annual 

and more. 
Join fellow wildlife enthusiasts and support local and provincial 

also available at Pharmasave. 

commemorate 100 years of service and community. Tickets are $5 each and are available from Legion 
members and local business partners, including Sherwood Co-op, Pharmasave, The Gallery Coffee House, 

Day ceremony.

qualify for free yard waste weekend. Hours of operation will be Saturday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. & 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

You can also check the Transfer Station sign west of Highway #56 to ensure it is open before driving out.

IH Council approves of elm tree removal, subdivision approval

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Schools in Indian Head started the 
new year with facility upgrades as part 
of the Preventative Maintenance and 
Renewal plan outlined by Prairie Valley 
School Division for the 2026-2027 school 
year.

The provincial government intro-
duced the annual Preventative Main-
tenance and Renewal grant program in 
2013. When PVSD approved its operating 
budget for the 2026-2027 school year, the 
division stated that it had received an al-
location of $3.2 million through the PMR 
grant program for the upcoming fiscal 
year. This will be used to complete prior-
itized projects across the school division.

PVSD is investing $450,000 to upgrade 
the Physical and Applied Arts facilities 
at Indian Head High School. When the 
Grade 7 to 12 school hosted its back-to-
school open house on Sept. 8, students 

and parents were directed to pick up a 
hamburger and drink at the newly reno-
vated Food Lab, or home ec room. Over 
the summer, equipment was replaced, 
food preparation areas were upgraded, 
and new flooring and windows were in-
stalled. The space not only functions as 
the servery for the school’s hot lunch 
program but is also a valuable resource 
for students’ practical learning. Along 
with the Food Lab improvements, PVSD 
is installing a new ventilation system for 
the Carpentry Lab. The ventilation proj-
ect is expected to be completed by the 
end of 2026.

PVSD also undertook a PMR proj-
ect at Indian Head Elementary School. 
Students began their physical educa-
tion classes outdoors this fall to allow 
contractors time to finish replacing the 
aging floor in the school. gym. The new 
flooring represents an investment of ap-
proximately $51,000 and students were 
able to resume using the gym on Mon-
day. 

Submitted
Grasslands News 

On the morning of Sept. 13, the 
Indian Head and District Wild-
life Federation released 84 ring-
necked pheasants on to the land. 
This is a pilot project that started 
this spring when IHDWF mem-
ber Conrad Korchinski brought 
forward an idea at a monthly 
meeting to raise pheasants for re-
lease. He had recently built a pen 
where pheasants could be raised. 
IHDWF partnered with Conrad 
Korchinski to raise the birds for 
releasing. Eleven volunteers, in-
cluding a younger IHDWF mem-
ber, Andrew Miller, were present 
to capture the pheasants for trans-
port and assist in their release. 
This is one of many conservation 
and education programs that 
IHDWF is a part of. To hear more 
about the education and conser-
vation programming available 
through IHDWF, consider attend-
ing the group’s fundraising sup-
per on Oct. 24 at Memorial Hall. 
Contact Michael Miller at 306-535-
7447 or Dan Grunert 306-660-7600 
for tickets.

Indian Head High school received 
upgrades from PMR grant program

IHWF pilot project releases Pheasants

-
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251 Agri-Park Rd, Melville
MLS# SK025479
Vacant Lot 

$49,900

249 Agri-Park Rd, Melville
MLS# SK025481
Vacant Lot 

$49,900

209 - 680 7th Ave. E, Melville
MLS# SK037993

Condo |1 bd, 1 bth

$115,000$115,000

131 5th Ave. W, Melville
MLS# SK039939
Vacant Land

$7,500$7,500

ille

PROUD to call MELVILLE HOME!

424 1st Ave. E, Melville
MLS# SK045817

House | 3 bds, 1 bth

$92,000$92,000

NEXT LEVEL

LOCAL
AGENT
Serving 
Melville 
& Area!

105 Piller Rd, Melville
MLS# SK025480
Vacant Lot 

$49,900

tammylwandy@gmail.com      
1-306-501-9828

234 5th Ave. W., Melville
MLS# SK047261

House | 2 bds, 2 bths

$139,000$139,000

38-555, Dielschneider Drive
Melville Trailer Court MLS# SK038944

House | 3 bds, 2 bths

$149,900$149,900

MLS# SK034321
House |3 bds, 2 bths

$299,000$299,000

618 4th Ave W, Melville
MLS# SK041412

House |3 bds, 2 bths

$240,000
PR  CE DROP

221 - 680 7th Ave. E, Melville
MLS# SK046111

Condo |1 bd, 1 bth

$55,900$$$$$$$$$$$5$ 5 909000$$$$5$55 909000
PR  CE DROP

278 9th Ave W, Melville
MLS# SK046622

House | 3 bds, 2 bths

$289,000$$$2$$$$$$$2$$2$$2898988 000000000000000$2$2$$$ 89 000
PR  CE DROP

808 Prince Edward ST, Melville
MLS# SK046435

House | 3 bds, 2 bths

$249,000$249,000SOLD

51 Vanier Drive, Melville
MLS# SK046568

House | 4 bds, 3 bths

$339,000$339,000SOLD

102 Montreal ST, Melville
MLS# SK047947
Vacant Land

$12,900$12,900NEW 
LISTING

860 Montreal ST, Melville
MLS# SK048022

House |5 bds, 3 bths

$269,900$269,900NEW 
LISTING

318 Alberta ST, Melville
MLS# SK047948
Vacant Land

$12,900$12,900NEW 
LISTING

Tammy Wandy

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL? guiding you 

379 2nd Ave. W, Melville
MLS# SK044437
House 1 bth

$39,000$39,000SOLD

269 6th Ave. E, Melville
MLS# SK045794

House | 3 bds, 1 bth

$119,900$119,900SOLD

Yorkton Junior Raiders vs. Balgonie Griffins

Defensive game 
ends at 11-7

By Calvin Daniels
Grasslands News 

The Yorkton Junior Raid-
ers were back in action Satur-
day, Sept. 12 hosting Balgonie 
Griffins at Century Field in 
Yorkton.

The game would prove to 
be a defensive affair with the 
Raiders winning the low-scor-
ing affair 11-7. Luke Neilsen 
had a rushing touchdown and 
added a field goal. The Raider 
defence also scored two points 
on a safety. On defence Karter 

Ockochinski and Seneca 
Crane were all over the field 
making plays from sideline to 
sideline. 

Yorkton head coach Alan 
Kyle told Grasslands News it 
was an “emotional game for 
both sides as Balgonie was 
playing only a few days after 
one of their senior players 
was rushed to hospital and re-
mains in the ICU with a brain 
bleed.” Donations from a full 
day of football in Yorkton to-
talled over $2,000 and those 
proceeds will be given to the 
family.

Avoiding the tackle

Yorkton Maulers win preseason opener, then go on mini win streak
By Calvin Daniels

Grasslands News 

It was all Yorkton Maulers Sept. 9, as 
they hosted the Parkland Rangers out of 
Manitoba.

The Yorkton U18 AAA Maulers 
Hockey Club opened the scoring early, 
and simply rolled as they scored eight, 
while holding the Rangers scoreless.

Jack Prosfsky led the way with a hat 
trick. Emmett Kihn, Milker Frankiewitz, 
Cruz Aebig, Den Dust, and Seth Holtvogt 
added singles in the romp.

Seth Bennett and Jaxon Schleper were 
the rostered Mauler netminders for the 
contest.

The same teams met again Saturday, 
Sept. 12 in Dauphin. And the result was 
much the same as well.

In a span of four-and-a-half minutes 
midway through the first period the 
Maulers took control of the road game 
with four unanswered goals. Miller 
Frankiewitz, Emmett Kihn, Lincoln 
Evans and Kaden Kohle scored the goals.

In the middle stanza Yorkton piled 
on five additional unanswered goals to 

make it 9-0. Kohle and Kihn each scored 
their second of the contest, while Corban 
Friesen, Hogan Hickman and Ty Rusnak 
added their first of the game.

In the third Kohle completed his hat 
trick to round out a 10-0 win.

Jaxon Schleper had the Mauler shut-
out facing only 15-shots.

The Maulers then headed to Brandon 
for a Sunday, Sept. 13 afternoon match 
against the U18 Wheat Kings.

The Maulers stayed stingy in the con-
test.

In the first period Yorkton’s Dylan 

Veroba scored the only goal.
In the second frame Seth Holtvogt, 

then Cruz Aebig and Hogan Hickman
– the latter two only 18-seconds apart – 
made it 4-0.

Holtvogt added a third period marker
to round out a 5-0 win.

Jaxon Schleper had the shut-out – the 
third straight in the preseason – facing
25-shots.

The Wheat Kings are scheduled to
make a return visit with the Maulers at 
the Westland Insurance Arena in York-
ton at 2 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 20.



By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

Lambs led to slaughter. 
David vs. Goliath. The lions 
against the Christians. Shoot-
ing fish in a barrel. Bringing a 
knife to a gunfight.

Pick your metaphor and it 
will apply to this week’s Pres-
ident’s Cup golf competition, 
held every two years and often 
begging the question: Why?

Since its inception in 1994, 
the United States’ 12-man team 
has had its way with the Inter-
nationals, a team of 12 golf-
ers from outside the U.S. or 
Europe. That means eligible 
players could come from Can-
ada, Australia, Japan, New 
Zealand, South Africa, South 
America, etc. Overall, the U.S. 
has been formidable, winning 
13 events, tying one and losing 
one. This year’s clash at Medi-
nah Country Club in Chicago 

is expected to almost certainly 
extend the Americans’ win-
ning streak. The only hope for 
the Internationals would be 
if Donald Trump elbowed his 
way onto the U.S. team and 
had to play without cheating.

How powerful are the 
Americans? The U.S. team 
will send out players ranked 
1, 3, 5, 6, 7 and 9 in the Official 
World Golf Ranking. That No. 
1, of course, is Scottie Schef-
fler, who recently won two of 
the three PGA Tour playoff 
events, including the Tour 
Championship. The Interna-
tionals’ highest-ranked player 
is No. 13 Si Woo Kim of South 
Korea, a fine player but hardly 
someone to be feared by the 
Americans.

Ryan Fox, the Champion 
Golfer of the Year, the hon-
orary title given to the golfer 
who wins the British Open, is 
from New Zealand and is the 

second-highest ranked Inter-
national, at No 25. Internation-
als’ captain Geoff Ogilvy, an 
Aussie who won the 2006 U.S. 
Open, has his work cut out for 
him as he leads his lambs into 
battle.

Two Canadians — Corey 
Conners (No. 54 in the world) 
and Nick Taylor (No. 80) — 
were chosen for the Interna-
tional team and it’s assumed 
they will be sent into battle 
with classy team uniforms, 
a number of sleeves of new 
golf balls and a jar of salve to 
dab on the inflicted bruises. 
The team slogan could be ‘No 
Hope, But No Surrender, Until 
Sunday.’

The Americans, not sur-
prisingly, are a little cocky on 
the eve of the President’s Cup. 
A headline on a story on the 
the U.S.-based Yahoo!Sports 
wrote in black ink what would 
normally be only whispered, 

in the spirit of good sports-
manship: ‘The President’s Cup 
lacks juice because American
team is just too good’.

The President’s Cup was 
hatched to give golfers out-
side of Europe a chance to 
take part in a Ryder-Cup-like
competition against the best
from the U.S. The host site for
the event is rotated between 
a U.S. city and an ‘Interna-
tional’ location. Australia’s
Royal Melbourne has been the
host course three times; Royal
Montreal has twice played 
host. But they could play on an 
iceberg north of Churchill and
the Americans would proba-
bly still come out of top, unless 
golf shoes were mandated to
be replaced by skates.

So sit back and enjoy the
President’s Cup. But be pre-
pared to hide your eyes.

Care to comment? Email 
brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca

Sports Column

Can Internationals stay close at President’s Cup?
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CALL: 306-435-3313 

Moosomin, SK  

SALE $37,495
6S074A
WEEKLY | OAC

  Eli’s Pick

SALE $33,998
4S165A
WEEKLY | OAC

6T085A
WEEKLY | OAC

SALE $29,869

8 PASSENGER • FALL PRICE DROP-$5405 OFF LOW KM • FALL PRICE DROP-$5902 OFF SUNROOF  • FALL PRICE DROP-$5004 OFF

SCAN HERE FOR 
MORE INVENTORY

www.

  Guy’s Pick
$142 $129 $114

CELEBRATION CERTIFIED BUY PRE OWNED WITH CONFIDENCE!

  Michael’s Pick

888888

2023 FORD BRONCO 
SPORT BADLANDS 

2023 KIA 
TELLURIDE

2025 HONDA CIVIC 
SEDAN SPORT FALL

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

The Katepwa Beach Golf Club ladies 
capped off their season with club champi-
onship competition, recognizing winners 
in several 18-hole and nine-hole divisions 
before turning their attention to plans 
for 2027.

The Ladies Club Championship was 
held Aug. 13, with Aug. 20 set as the alter-
nate date. A total of 40 golfers took part, 
including 16 players in the 18-hole com-
petition and 24 in the nine-hole event.

In the Senior Ladies 18-hole divi-
sion, Elaine Banbury captured the gross 
championship, while Carol Walsh was 
the net winner. The Senior Ladies nine-
hole gross title went to Linda Bullivant, 
with Deb Highmoor taking the net cham-
pionship.

For ladies under 70, Wendy Stillborn 
claimed the 18-hole gross championship 
and Sandra Williams won the net title. 
In the nine-hole division, Jane Johnston 
was the gross winner, and Louise La-
verdiere captured the net championship.

The club also recognized Lorna On-
rait as the winner of the Katepwa Ladies 
Members Championship, which was con-
tested over two days.

Following the meeting, elections were 
held to select the ladies club executive 
and committee members for 2027.

Cathy Walkington will serve as presi-
dent, with Shelley Jourbert as vice-pres-
ident. Jane Johnson was selected for 
finance, while Darlene Exner will serve 
as secretary and handle membership.

Carol Chapman and Eileen Lewis will 
serve as captains, with Bev Wasylynuik 
and Lorna Onrait looking after social 
activities. Marlene Bennett will handle 
rules, Pat Pratt publicity and Kim Ste-
phens photography.

Katepwa Beach Ladies Golf Club wraps up season

Senior Ladies 18-hole champions
Katepwa Beach Golf Club recognized its Senior Ladies 18-hole 
champions following the club championship. From left are pres-
ident Cathy Walkington; net champion Carol Walsh; gross cham-
pion Elaine Banbury; and captain Shelley Jourbert.

Senior Ladies nine-hole champions
Deb Highmoor, centre, was recognized as the Senior Ladies 
nine-hole net champion at Katepwa Beach Golf Club. Joining 
her are president Cathy Walkington, left, and captain Shelley 
Jourbert, right. Gross champion Linda Bullivant was missing 
from the photo.

Ladies 18-hole champions
were recognized following championship play. From left are 
president Cathy Walkington; gross champion Wendy Stillborn; 
net champion Sandra Williams; and captain Shelley Jourbert.

Ladies nine-hole champions
Katepwa Beach Golf Club recognized its nine-hole champions. 
From left are president Cathy Walkington; gross champion Jane 
Johnston; net champion Louise Laverdiere; and captain Shelley 
Jourbert.

Members champion
Lorna Onrait was the winner of the 
Katepwa Ladies Members Championship, 
which was contested over two days.



By Darcy Gross
Grasslands News 

The SJHL Melville Mil-
lionaires had a solid ex-
hibition season, winning 
four of the six games they 
played.

Melville Millionaires 4 at 
Yorkton Terriers 3

(OT, Sept. 12)
Returnee Rylan Oat-

man potted the winner 
in this contest, 1:14 into 
extra time with an unas-
sisted tally.

Oatman also collected 
three helpers for a four-
point night.

Veteran Kale Margolis 
notched a pair of goals 
for the visitors with new-
comer Cole Brown snip-
ing a single.

Brodie Hicks had a big 
game from the back end, 
picking up three assists.

Noah Kraus got the 
start in goal for the Mil-
lionaires and got the vic-
tory, stopping 36 of the 39 
shots he faced. The Mil-
lionaires had 27 shots on 
the Terriers’ cage.

The Mils led 1-0 after 

the first period and held a 
3-1 advantage after 40 min-
utes.

Yorkton Terriers 6 at
Melville Millionaires 4 

(Sept. 11)
Two Terriers goals in 

the third period were the 
difference in this one, as 
the Millionaires fell be-
hind near the midway 
point of the period and 
couldn’t get the equalizer.

The teams were tied 1-1 
after the opening frame 
and 4-4 following two peri-
ods of play.

New acquisition Isaiah 
Bagri scored a pair for 
the Millionaires with sin-
gles coming off the sticks 
of Parker Salisbury and 
Hudson Closson.

Bennett Macek, Jaden 
Kokosha and Oatman 
each had a set-up point for 
the home side.

Kaleb Page got the start 
between the pipes for Mel-
ville and stopped 19 of the 
23 shots he faced in the 
first two frames.

It was a quiet night for 
Kraus who turned aside 
four of five shots in the 
third.

Melville Millionaires 2 at 
Waywayseecappo

Wolverines 1 (Sept. 9)
Wesley Olson, Oatman 

and Kokosha combined 
for both Melville goals in 
this matchup, with Koko-
sha scoring the first and 
Olson scoring the game 
winner as the three play-
ers had six points.

Kraus was the starter 
and stopped all 20 shots 
he faced in the first two 
periods with Page kicking 
out six of the seven shots 
he faced.

Waywayseecappo
Wolverines 5 at Melville 
Millionaires 2 (Sept. 8)
The Mils ran into a hot 

goalie in this one as they 
fell behind 4-0 in the third 
frame and couldn’t mount 
a comeback.

Kraus was solid in goal 
for the Millionaires, mak-
ing 17 saves on 18 shots in 
two periods, before being 
replaced for the third with 
Malcolm Katuski who 
gave up three goals to take 
the loss.

Margolis fired both 
Millionaires’ markers 
with Oatman collecting 
a pair of helpers while 
Grady Carmichael had a 
single assist.

The Millionaires out-
shot the Wolverines 47-33.

Melville Millionaires 6 at 
Weyburn Red Wings 5 

(Sept. 6)
The Millionaires 

scored three times in the 

third frame to earn the 
victory in Weyburn.

The Teams were tied 
1-1 after the first and the 
Wings were up 4-3 after a 
couple of stanzas.

Hudson Postnikoff led 
the way for Melville with 
a tally and a couple of as-
sists while Cohen Cham-
pagne, Brodie Bowen, 
Lukas Lundgren and 
Braysen Agopsowicz sup-
plied singles.

Agopsowicz, Closson, 
Sam Laplante and Tor-
ren Budgell each earned a 
pair of assists.

Katuski and Page split 
time between the posts to 
pick up the win.

Weyburn Red Wings 4 at 
Melville Millionaires 5

(OT, Sept. 5)
Budgell led the way for 

the Millionaires with a 
goal and two assists while 
Carmichael notched the 
overtime winner for the 
Blue and White.

Salisbury and Cham-
pagne chipped in with a 
goal and a helper each 
with a single tally coming 
from Macek.

Addy Price and Page 
each allowed a pair of 
goals in the Melville vic-
tory.

The Millionaires open 
their regular season 
on Sept. 18 in Weyburn 
against the Red Wings 
and on Sept. 19, the Wings 
will return to the CN Com-
munity Centre in Melville 
for the Millionaires’ home 
opener.

Game time is 7 p.m.
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Would it really be the start of another NFL season 
without the Dallas Cowboys completely collapsing 
against the New York Giants, losing 28–20?

Or without the Cleveland Browns being humbled 
34–10 by the Jacksonville Jaguars?

The easy answer is no.
The Browns losing in Week 1 comes as no surprise. 

The Jaguars have a strong team, and the Browns are 
still the Browns.

Even if Cleveland had lost a closer game to a 
weaker opponent, you have to understand that, for 
them to remain lovable losers, they need to stick to 
their losing tradition.

Even when Cleveland puts a decent squad on the 
field, they’ll find a way to lose.

That’s just the way it is.
The Cowboys, however, do things a little differ-

ently.
Every year, every Dallas fan can’t wait for the sea-

son to start because this is going to be their year!
Until it isn’t.
Then, somehow, it becomes next year.
Sure, the Cowboys have only played one game, 

but it certainly looks like they’re already laying the 
groundwork for another season that ends with them 
watching the playoffs from home.

Seriously though, for most armchair quarterbacks 
who love the gridiron game, it’s time to put the Cow-
boys and Browns aside for a moment and simply 
enjoy the product on the field.

There’s something about the NFL that keeps draw-
ing fans back every September. Maybe it’s the hitting. 
Maybe it’s the strategy. Maybe it’s the ridiculous 
amount of time we’re willing to spend arguing about 
whether a quarterback actually had control of the 
football before his knee touched the ground.

Whatever the reason, the NFL has a way of making 
every Sunday feel important.

And yes, perhaps it sounds like I favour the Amer-
ican game over the Canadian game.

The reason for that is simple.
I do.
I’m not sure exactly when it happened, but some-

where along the way I began to appreciate the NFL’s 
grinding offence and punishing defence more than 
what we see in the Canadian game.

That doesn’t mean I’ve forgotten where I came 
from. I can still remember when the running game 
completely dominated the NFL, when a fullback and 
a running back seemed to be on the field for almost 
every play.

The fullback would batter defenders, clearing a 
path through the line so the more fleet-footed running 
back could find a crease and explode through it.

It was football in its simplest form: somebody gets 
hit, somebody falls down, and somebody else tries to 
run over the guy who just fell down.

Of course, CFL fans had their own way of looking 
at the American game.

For years, you could hear the familiar criticism 
that the NFL’s greatest offensive innovation was to 
fall forward three times and punt.

The NFL faithful had a response of their own, of 
course.

To them, the CFL was the two-pass-and-punt 
league.

Neither side was particularly interested in giving 
the other much credit.

And maybe that’s part of what makes the two ver-
sions of the game so much fun to argue about.

One thing most folks will probably agree with me 
on is that the officiating in the NFL is head and shoul-
ders above what we have up here in the Great White 
North.

Especially if you happen to be a fan of the Saskatch-
ewan Roughriders, who were beaten by the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers in the infamous Banjo Bowl, thanks in 
large part to a few weird calls that went the Bombers’ 
way -- and some calls that were never made but prob-
ably should have been.

The NFL officials aren’t infallible either. Perhaps, 
even as I type this column, the refereeing crew on 
Monday Night Football is already trying to help Pat-
rick Mahomes find his way to another victory.

But back to the NFL.
Most of the games were high-scoring and exciting, 

so that’s a positive.
It’ll be interesting to see which teams make the 

playoffs with some coaches and players gone from 
their previous teams. After all, it only takes one game 
for fans to start making playoff predictions, handing 
out awards and deciding which teams are destined for 
greatness.

It’s only one game in, and fans should have high 
hopes for the season.

Unless they’re fans of the Cowboys or the Browns.

Sports column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct

Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK
Phone 306-728-2730

• SGI Accredited
• Minor Dents & Scratches 

• Courtesy Car
• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY 
ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group
1-844-464-6397

INVENTORY LEFT OVERS!
• Bailer Belts 4” - 11” • Cutting Parts 

• Gaurd Section Bolts • Swather Parts 
• Tires - New & used • Batteries

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! 
PHONE:

Eric Sagan – Eric Sagan – 306-728-2580306-728-2580

CONSIGNENT SALES & SERVICE
WESTSIDE

Hwy. #15 West, Melville, SK

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 
• Diesel Dye Pumps

• Tire Repair & Tires • Full Line of Hardware 
& Automotive Supplies

• Minor Automotive Repairs • Feed 
• Bulk Petroleum

• Liquor and Cold Beer • Tobacco Products

Melville Millionaires
Jr. A Hockey

Game Schedule
Home/Away Games

 All Games 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated

Regular Season
SEPTEMBER:
18–
19–
25–
26–
29–
OCTOBER:
02–
03–
09–
10–

Yorkton Terriers
Jr. A Hockey

Game Schedule
Home/Away Games

All Games 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated

Regular Season
SEPTEMBER:
19–
22–
25–
26–
OCTOBER:
03–
04–
09–
10–

Fort Knox Hockey
Game Schedule

Home/Away Games
Pre-season
SEPTEMBER:
19–
20–
Regular season
SEPTEMBER:
26–
OCTOBER:
03–
09–

Home/Away Games 
Pre-season
SEPTEMBER:
19–
20–
Regular Season
SEPTEMBER:
26–
30–
OCTOBER:
03–
04–
07–

Pilot Butte Storm
Game Schedule

Mils win four of six matchups
SJHL Preseason



By Sarah Pacio & Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

With the ice surface recently readied for a new sea-
son at the Prairie Co-op Rexentre in Fort Qu’Appelle, 
the Fort Knox Junior Hockey team got right down to 
business. After practicing on home ice over the week-
end, they welcomed the Pilot Butte Storm team for a 
pre-season exhibition game on Tuesday evening. 

Fort Knox opened its Prairie Junior Hockey League 

season with some overtime drama Tuesday night (Sept. 
15), scoring on the power play to earn a 5-4 victory over 
the Pilot Butte Storm.

Madden Wallis scored the winner 3:15 into overtime, 
converting a power-play opportunity after Pilot Butte 
was called for too many men. Holden Wasacase and 
Jonah Pinel drew assists on the game-winning goal. 

The victory completed a comeback for Fort Knox 
after the Storm jumped out to a 3-2 lead during a five-
goal opening period.

Pilot Butte’s Tristan Brownridge opened the scoring 

on the power play 5:07 into the game before Fort Knox 
answered with goals from Rhett Weichel and Pinel.
Tavyn Boychuk and Grayson Brock also scored for the 
Storm, giving the visitors a one-goal advantage after 20
minutes. 

Fort Knox pulled even early in the second period 
when Wasacase scored from Tanner Wiens at 1:54. The 
goal was the only scoring of the middle frame, sending 
the teams into the third tied 3-3.

Pilot Butte regained the lead 6:51 into the third on a 
goal by Ryder Miller, but Fort Knox again responded. 
Reese Copeland scored from Pinel at 11:24 to make it 4-4 
and ultimately force overtime. 

Fort Knox received its opportunity to end the game 
when the Storm were assessed a bench minor for too 
many men with 3:20 gone in overtime. Just five seconds
later, Wallis found the net to give Fort Knox the 5-4 win.

Pinel led the Fort Knox offence with a goal and two
assists, while Wasacase finished with a goal and an as-
sist. Memphis Runns also recorded two assists. 

Fort Knox held a 50-39 advantage in shots and went 
2-for-8 on the power play. Pilot Butte finished 1-for-6
with the man advantage. 

Ty Muhr started in goal for Fort Knox and stopped
15 of 18 shots before Nicholas Forsyth took over, turn-
ing aside 16 of the 17 shots he faced. Pilot Butte’s Kaden 
Perron made 40 saves on 45 shots.

The pre-season schedule continues with more exhi-
bition games at the Rexentre this weekend. On Sept. 19,
the Pilot Butte Storm and Regina Silver Foxes will play
at 4 p.m.; Fort Knox and the Regina Capitals will face 
off at 7 p.m. On Sept. 20, Fort Knox will play the Silver 
Foxes at 4 p.m. and the Storm will face the Capitals at 
7 p.m. Fort Knox will start the regular season in Pilot
Butte on Sept. 26 with a game at 7:45 p.m. This will be 
followed by a home game against the Saskatoon West-
leys on Oct. 3 at 7 p.m.
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HAAS NISSAN DEER PARK 
SENIOR MENS OPEN GOLF 

TOURNAMENT
The Deer Park Senior Men's Club wishes 
to acknowledge and thank the following 
businesses for their contributions to the 

success of the 2026 Golf Tournament.

TITLE SPONSOR 
Haas Nissan

PREMIER SPONSORS 
Harvest Meats • Napa 

Rusnak Balacko • Garth’s Painting 

B.G. Denture Clinic • L.H. Accounting 

Yorkton Dental • Remax 

Hometown Sports • Future Plans 

McMunn and Yates. 

Floyd Puchala • Brady Harland

HOLE SPONSORS 
R.H. Electric • Yorkton Bowl 

Cole’s Water • Canadian Tire 

Grumpy’s Grill • Derek Sebastian 

Penguin Refrigeration • Everlast Eaves 

Hearn’s Pharmacy • K.W. Men’s Wear 

Bartel Okeny Scriver • The Hair Shop 

ABS Golf • Dr Brent Dergousoff 

Thorsness • Flats Eatery and Drink 

Popick and Caines • Edward Jones 

Sveinco • Dr Rogoza 

Kon Dratoff Persick 

Bolliger Pharmacy

PRIZE SPONSORS 
Grumpy’s • Mark’s 

Yorkton Bowl • Co-op  

Mr. Mikes • Dairy Queen  

Mano’s • Painted Hand Casino

Proceeds from this 
tournament are allocated 
for future Deer Park Golf 

Course improvements.

Wallis lifts Fort Knox past Storm in overtime

Eye on the puck
It took overtime for the hometown Fort Knox to beat the Pilot Butte Storm 5-4 on Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 

regular season home opener on Sept. 26.

High level ringette coming to Whitewood arena
No charge to watch U14AA and U16AA teams
By Elaine Ashfield

Grasslands News 

The speed and excitement of high-performance rin-
gette will be coming to Whitewood later this month as 
the Whitewood Community Centre arena hosts a full 
afternoon of exhibition action featuring teams from 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

The Ringette Showcase – Regina vs. Eastman, Mani-
toba will take place Saturday, Sept. 26, with four games 
scheduled between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Admission to the showcase is free, giving families 
and sports fans from Whitewood and surrounding com-
munities an opportunity to watch some talented young 
athletes compete without having to travel to a larger 
centre. The rink kitchen will also be open throughout 
the event.

The day will feature U14AA and U16AA competition 
between the Regina Stingers and Buffalo Plains Rush 
from Saskatchewan and the Eastman Flames from Man-
itoba.

The action begins at 11 a.m. when the U16AA Regina 
Stingers face the U16AA Eastman Flames. The teams 
will return to the ice for a second game at 1:45 p.m.

The U14AA teams take centre stage at 12:15 p.m., 
when the Buffalo Plains Rush meet the Eastman Flames. 
Their second game of the day begins at 3 p.m.

The Regina Stingers bring an impressive competi-
tive background to Whitewood. The U16AA high-per-
formance team operates under the Regina Ringette 
Association and captured the 2026 Saskatchewan 
U16AA Provincial Championship, earning the opportu-
nity to represent Team Saskatchewan at the Canadian 
Ringette Championships in Ottawa.

The Buffalo Plains Rush is part of the Buffalo Plains 
Ringette Association, which serves players from the Re-
gina and Pilot Butte areas. The association fields teams 
in several divisions, including competitive travel and 
tournament programs. The U14AA Rush have also en-
joyed tournament success, including a gold-medal per-
formance at a Regina ringette tournament.

For local spectators who may be more familiar with 
hockey, the showcase also provides an opportunity to 
see just how different — and how fast — ringette can be.

Ringette is played on ice with skates and sticks, but 
instead of a puck, players use a hollow rubber ring. 
Players pass the ring by inserting the blade of a straight 
stick into its centre. The sport places a strong emphasis 

on skating, passing, positioning, teamwork and quick 
puck-like — or in this case, ring — movement.

At the AA level, spectators can expect a particularly 
fast game featuring skilled skating, rapid passing and 
plenty of offensive and defensive action.

Bringing the Regina and Eastman teams to White-
wood also provides younger athletes and families in the 
area with a chance to experience a sport they may not 
normally have the opportunity to watch locally.

With four games on the schedule, spectators can 
come for one contest or spend much of the day at the 
arena.

Saturday, Sept. 26 schedule: 11 a.m. to noon — U16AA 
Regina Stingers vs. Eastman Flames; 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. 
— U14AA Buffalo Plains Rush vs. Eastman Flames; 
1:45 to 2:45 p.m. — U16AA Regina Stingers vs. Eastman 
Flames; and 3 to 4 p.m. — U14AA Buffalo Plains Rush 
vs. Eastman Flames.

Admission is free and the rink kitchen will be open.
For Whitewood and area sports fans, the showcase 

offers something a little different at the Community 
Centre — an opportunity to see high-level ringette ath-
letes from Saskatchewan and Manitoba demonstrate 
the speed, skill and teamwork that have made the sport 
popular across the Prairies.

news@grasslandsnews.ca
1-844-GNG-NEWS
1-844- 464-6397

www.grasslandsnews.ca

UPCOMING EVENT
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Small Engine 
REPAIR

Melville, SK 

306-607-5460

Lawn Mower 
& Snow Blower 

Tune-ups 
  & Repair

12 Livingstone St., Yorkton, SK
306.782.6556   |  1.888.782.6556   

carpet1yorkton.com

Everything for your home under one roof.

Home  - Home  - Kitchen - BathKitchen - Bath

Jim Anderson

Cell: 1-306-621-6372

Mr T’s Plumbing
and Heating

Todd Th rossell
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed Gas Fitter

813 Desmond St.,
P.O. Box 296,
Grenfell, SK

S0G 2B0

Ph.: 1-306-697-2727
Cell: 1-306-697-7749
mrtsph@sasktel.net

P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g
F latLand

Whitewood, SK.
Phone: 306-735-4328

flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Whitewood, SK

CONTRACTORS + HOME DIRECTORY

With This Ad Receive

Any Regular Priced
Clothing or Accessory.

Monday to Friday. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

117 - 3rd Ave. West,
Melville, SK

306-728-5493

R.A.D.D.
General Contracting Services

Serving Whitewood
and Esterhazy Areas

Text/Call
Rheeve: 306-853-7034

Des: 306-740-9560
raddgeneral@gmail.com

P.O. Box 1382,
Esterhazy, SK  S0A 0X0

Serving Fort Qu’Appelle and area for over 25 years

J&V ELECTRIC
Jamie Sebastian
Owner/Journeyman
Box 2388, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK S0G 1S0
jsebastian@sasktel.net
306
306-331-8827 Cell

EBEL
APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PART’S & SERVICE
In Store or Mobile Service 

100km within Yorkton

306-316-9481
302 York Rd E Yorkton

Check out our facebook page

Ryan Armbruster - Owner / Journeyman
306.535.5772  |  ryan@wiesamp.ca
Serving Neudorf and surrounding areas.

Sacred Heart Saints boys’ soccer team kicks off season
By Calvin Daniels

Grasslands News 

The Sacred Heart Saints boys’ soccer 
team kicked off their fall season with two 
home games Saturday.

Visiting the Saints on Sept. 12, were 
Estevan and St. Mary’s from Prince Al-
bert.

Facing off against Estevan first, the 
Saints played a very close contest over 
the course of 80-minutes which saw them 
drop the game by a score of 1-0.

Coach Sebastian Prost remarked that 
it was a close game that could have gone 
either way or even ended in a scoreless 
draw.

“Both teams were well matched today, 
and we just ended up as the unlucky ones 
by the end,” he said. “I was happy with 
what I saw on the pitch today and am 
hopeful that we can build on what we 
saw here this morning.”

The Saints faced off against the team 
from St. Mary’s in Prince Albert in their 
afternoon matchup.

The visitors were a difficult opponent 
for the Saints. St. Mary’s very quickly 
took control of the game and maintained 
an iron grip for the entirety of the match.

The loss of one of the Saint’s captains 
– Evan Osiowy – towards the end of the 
morning match was felt acutely by the 
team, noted Prost. As of Monday, Osiowy 
was listed by his coach as day-to-day with 
a leg muscle injury.

“He is such a key player for our defen-
sive line, that losing him to injury right 
at the end this morning was a significant 
blow,” he said.

“We knew heading into the match that 
they were going to be a tough opponent 
and we would have our hands full but 
having to shift players’ positions around 
to cover that loss did not help.

“This game really showed us where 
we have some work to do yet as a team.”

The final score was 13-0 in favour of 
the team from Prince Albert.

The Saints will be back in action 
on Tuesday, Sept. 22, when they face 
off against the Yorkton Regional High 
School at Sacred Heart.

morning (Sept. 12) in Yorkton. The Saints dropped both games to Estevan and 
Prince Albert.

Win a car
The Yorkton Terriers team gathered at the launch of a new lottery series fundraiser for the 
team. Tickets for the Hyundai Venue are available for $20.

By Calvin Daniels
Grasslands News 

The Yorkton Junior Terriers recently launched a new fundraiser.
The Powerplay Legacy Lottery Series is an undertaking made

possible thanks to a group of four businesses and two individuals
who came forward looking for a way to support the team.

The result is what will be a series of six lotteries planned for the
next three seasons.

The first of those was officially launched Sept. 8, at Yorkton
Hyundai since the first lotto is for a Hyundai Venue.

Ron Kaban with Yorkton Hyundai said he and Sam Buckle were
talking one day about how they might “fundraise for the Terriers.”

The idea of a raffle came up and soon grew to include other inter-
ested businesses and owners.

Kaban said in his case he’s always interested in helping out in
the community, and being part of a series of draws for the Terriers
was a good fit.

For just $20, you could win the Venue, with only 4,000 tickets
available.

Other series sponsors are A Fab Industries, UFA, FFUN Motor-
sports Yorkton, Epic Audio Video, Gord and Brenda Pries, and Sam
and Helene Buckle.

Yorkton Terriers launch ‘Legacy Lottery Series’ - Win a Car!
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Curling carries Inglis and Cottenie into Yorkton Sports Hall of Fame
By Calvin Daniels

Grasslands News 

Karen Cottenie summed up 
learning of her upcoming in-
duction into the Yorkton Sports 
Hall of Fame in one word; “hon-
oured.”

But the announcement also 
gave Cottenie time to look back 
on a notable career in curling.

“I reflected back to many 
family moments we have had at 
a curling rink including times 
with my parents, and siblings 
and my kids,” she told Grass-
lands News. “I remember my 
dad setting up the salt and pep-
per shakers at the supper table 
discussing and teaching strat-
egy from last night’s high school 
game and what a great thing 
curling has been to our family 
times.

“I also reflected back and 
immediately remembered my 
first curling coach, other than 
my parents and all my siblings 
that knew everything and we’re 
never wrong. It was Flo Sanna. 
Flo and Gloria Hayden owned 
Go4 Sports store in Yorkton. Flo 
coached the YRHS Girls curling 
team and our junior team.

“One of the things I remem-
ber when I was in high school 
and we were playing against 
teams that maybe weren’t very 
sportsmen like and I remember 
her teaching us as high school 
kids to ‘Kill them with kind-
ness,’ and my interpretation of 
this was to ignore their nasty 
looks and comments and al-
ways try to rise above that. And 
I remembered this statement 
throughout my life; it kind of ap-
plies to everything, try to react 
in a kind way! I definitely used 
that quote, with all the teams 
that I coached as well.”

Sanna taught more as well.
“Flo also taught to think and 

speak in positives,” offered Cot-
tenie. “Turn a negative thought 
into a positive thought - find a 
way to turn the ‘dont’s’ into a 
do, self-talk was not ‘don’t hit 
the guard,’ but do get around 
the guard -- which also turned 
out to be a lifelong sports use-
ful psychology method and also 
applied to teaching trying to 
phrase things in the positive.” 

It was likely that early coach-
ing which set the foundation for 
curling success for Cottenie.

It started with success as a 
high school curler, as a member 
of the team that won the Regina 
Christmas Bonspiel in 1985, and 
as the second on the team that 
represented Canada in Ger-
many the next year.

Cottenie also competed at 
the university level and was the 
skip of the 1986 Saskatchewan 
Winter Games gold medal team.

In 1996 she and her sister 
Cathy and the Bryden brothers 
won the Saskatchewan and Ca-
nadian Mixed Championships.

After 20 years of competitive 
curling, she coached and ex-
panded Learn-to-Curl in schools 
in several Saskatchewan com-
munities.

Cottenie said the upcoming 
induction has her recalling “all 
the winning moments and the 
gold medals and the trophies, 
but also all the times that you 
didn’t win and how important it 
is to learn how to be a good loser 
is too. 

“It’s an important part of 
every game and I tried to teach 
that to my own children as well. 
Always, you are trying to win, 
and you are competitive, never 
did someone on your team try to 
lose or miss a shot.

“Learn sportsmanship early.

“However, in the end it’s al-
ways about the people and the 
friendships and relationships 
that matter. The other things 
like gold medals are of course 
fun and mark milestones in a 
career but in the end don’t nec-
essarily matter as much as the 
relationships and friends and 
memories you’ve made along 
the way.”

Like many Cottenie found 
curling early.

“I grew up on a farm in be-
tween Rokeby and Saltcoats,” 
she said. “I was the second 
youngest of seven kids. We 
weren’t allowed to go to ‘town’ 
unless you had a purpose. Like 
we couldn’t just hang out with 
our friends or cousins. So, I was 
motivated to curl so I could get 
off the farm.

“I started curling with my 
mum and dad in Saltcoats. My 
first game was when they were 
short a player and my older 
siblings weren’t home - so I got 

to sub in. I was 10. Then from 
then on, I enjoyed curling on a 
mixed team with my sisters, and 
my mom and dad in a Wednes-
day night mixed league at Salt-
coats.”

Those early games gave a 
young Cottenie a push to pursue 
the sport farther.

“This experience of being 
allowed to curl at 10, in Grade 
4 at Dunleath School gave me 
bragging rights, because Tonkin 
had a big sign on the door that 
said you must be 12 years old 
to curl and that’s where all the 
Dunleath kids were waiting to 
get on the ice or watched their 
parents curl.

“. . . Curling was such an 
important part of winter for 
our family. One of my first 
memories of being at the rink 
were memories of my brothers 
-- Lloyd and Rob Inglis -- curl-
ing with my dad in Saltcoats. 
I remember hearing my dad 
yell, “Hurry hard hurry hard, 
HARDER!’ and as far as I knew 
my brothers had the loudest 
brooms, these old blue Mach 
X-31’s, that had a leather strip 
that snapped when you swept 
and echoed in Saltcoat’s curling 
rink. They were snapping the 
Mach X-31’s down the ice and 
I recall the other kids saying, 
‘no one else sweeps harder than 
your brothers and no one yells 
louder than your Dad’. Dad was 
always intense, especially curl-
ing - he had fun curling but it 
was serious - he always played 
hard, and then taught us to play 
hard as we modelled his curl-
ing.”

And the foundation was set 
in terms of Cottenie and curling.

“The curling rink was always 
a safe welcoming place for me,” 
she said. “It always seems to be 
a familiar and welcoming place 
just like Cheers (the TV bar), 
always a welcoming face like 
Gerry Adams or Howie Fehren-
bach or Neil Whienmaster, and 
every curling rink I joined after 
Yorkton seemed like that was 
where I felt I belonged.

“In high school my friends 
and I hung out at the rink. We 
practised and played short game 
-- a curling game I feel like we 
invented to learn strategy and 
angles by only pushing the 
rocks from the corner sidewalk 
to the close house end -- at the 
rink after the lights went out 
and we had a dim light from the 
lobby reflecting on the ice as we 
waited for our parents socializ-
ing upstairs.”

Cottenie said sport always 
became more than about the 
scores for her.

“Sports, whether it was fast-
ball or golf or curling, is where 
most of my most cherished 
friendships and memories of 
family and friends have been 
and it’s always been about the 
people - like things and gold 
medals don’t necessarily mat-
ter, it’s the people and memories 
and friendships that matter,” 
she said.

In that respect the induction 
will be largely about family and 
friends too.

“My kids watched me coach 
all my life but when I won the 
winter games, and Canadians, 
either they weren’t born yet or 
were babies at the time, so part 
of their response is learning 
more about my past curling ex-
periences,” said Cottenie of her 
family’s reaction to the induc-
tion announcement.

The induction also puts a dif-
ferent perspective on Cottenie’s 
resume.

“From my current perspec-
tive, I’m a retired teacher, coach 
and curler; my high school wins 
were 43 years ago and Cana-
dians with the Brydens was 30 
years ago, and going to Canadi-
ans with Brian Derbowka and 
Gerry Adams and Cathy Inglis 
was 25 years, and I retired from 
teaching five years ago,” she re-
flected. “Competition and win-
ning are fun but once the event 
is over, it’s over,and then when 
an induction into Yorkton’s 
Sport Hall of Fame happens, I 
get to relive some of those most 
cherished memories.”

This year’s inductees will 
join 97 athletes and builders 
and 21 teams previously hon-
oured since the Hall’s founding 
in 1994. 

The local Hall of Fame will 
also recognize recipients of the 
Support for Sports Award, now 
sponsored by the Kinsmen Club 
of Yorkton. It is presented to de-
serving supporters of sports in 
Yorkton, including businesses, 
organizations and individuals.

Cathy Inglis 
Cathy Inglis has an impres-

sive resume in terms of com-
petitive curling at the local, 
provincial and national levels.

She was a member of the 1996 
Canadian Mixed championship 
team skipped by Randy Bryden, 
along with his brother Russ 
and Inglis’s sister Karen. She 
again competed in the Canadian 
Mixed championship in 2003, 
the Canadian Seniors champi-
onships in 2013 and 2015, and 
this year placed third in the Ca-
nadian Masters championship.

It is a list of accomplishments 
which will see Inglis among 
those inducted into the Yorkton 
Sports Hall of Fame Saturday, 
Sept. 19 at the Gallagher Centre.

Inglis said learning of her se-
lection was naturally a big mo-
ment.

“My thoughts were of what 
an ultimate honour and that I 
was very grateful for the nom-
ination,” she told Grasslands 
News.

“The induction has made me 
reflect on the national events 
I have attended and the team-
mates that took me there. 

“I have been extremely for-
tunate to have teammates that 
shared deep, unspoken chemis-
try. Every experience and vic-
tory is a testament of the talent 
of my teammates; my curling 
sisters and brothers for life, I 
share this induction with them 
all.”

It is a story about curling 
that began as a family activity.

“Curling was one of our fam-
ily sports,” said Inglis. “As chil-
dren we watched our parents 
and grandparents at a curling 
rink. 

“When we turned 12-years-
old we were able to join the 
Tonkin junior curling on Satur-
days. This was the beginning of 
learning how curling was fun, 
social and competitive. 

“I joined High School curling 
to participate in school sports. 

This is when the world of curl-
ing opened up as Vern Pachal 
taught us how to slide, roles of 
positions and strategy.

“The following year Dave 
Bray coached us to winning the 
High School Provincial Champi-
onship.”

From that point curling was 
just part of life for Inglis.

“Over the years, no matter 
where life took me, whenever 
I moved to a new city, the very 
first thing I did to meet people 
and find my community was 
look up the local curling club,” 
she said.

And curling kept her con-
nected to family.

“What truly kept my interest 
in this game, decade after de-
cade, was doing it alongside my 
friends and my sisters,” said In-
glis. “Having them by my side 
turned a sport I loved into a life-
time of shared memories.”

Through it all Inglis said 
there were some surprises when 
looking back.

Inglis said it was a “surprise 
to the high school girl that was 
nervous to get out of the car to 
play at Provincials” thinking 
she “wasn’t good enough.”

But a coach told her to “take 
a big breath and play.”

It is a snippet of advice Inglis 
has hung on to.

“To this day I take a big 
breath before I throw every shot 
-- sometimes a really big breath 
on the very important shots,” 
she said.

And then Inglis turns back to 
the idea of family and the sport 
she has excelled at.

“Now as I look back and 
know that I always had a sis-
ter or friend on the ice with me 
every step of the way, it makes 
sense,” said Inglis. “Surrounded 
by people who love you, push 
you and share your exact work 
ethic.

“During our time of compet-
itive curling Saskatchewan de-
veloped some of the world’s best 
women curlers. We all bene-
fited by pushing each other. I’m 

proud many of us are still out on 
the ice, playing and competing.”

An induction into a hall of
fame is also a time of reflection 
on moments which stand out for
the athlete.

“I have many stories but one 
that sticks out is what I would 
call ‘A wall of green, red and
sound’,” said Inglis.

It was the 1998 Scotties,
hosted in Regina. 

“I was on Team Saskatche-
wan, (the) Sandra Schmirler
Team with my sister Joan as 
second was Team Canada. The 
building was more than sold
out. The crowd isn’t just watch-
ing; they were living every shot.

“The crowd would go dead 
silent watching a rock go down
sheet, then erupt with a massive 
cheer -- shot after shot by both
teams. On big shots the crowd
would clap hands when either 
Sandra or I would go from house
end to hack to throw our shots.

“They would then go silent
and I swear I think I heard some
people taking a big breath with 
me just before I threw my rock.  

“In the ninth end I was torn 
between calling two different
shots. As I indicated the shots
with my broom, the crowd
would yell ‘YES’ or ‘NO’. The
crowd was calling the shots.

“My team was not accus-
tomed to the crowd or the TV
cameras which made us even
stronger teammates helping
each other through the game.

“Despite our best efforts we 
lost in the tenth end, but the ex-
perience was invaluable.

“This game remains etched 
in my memory as a testament 
to the fierce competition and ca-
maraderie that define curling in
Canada. It was such an honour 
to compete at the Scotties, par-
ticularly in my home province.”

As for the local induction it
will be a shared experience.

“Family and friends have al-
ways been enthusiastic about all 
my family and friends curling 
accomplishments,” said Inglis.

“My three children have
been my biggest fans through-
out my curling journey.  They
spent many hours in a curling
rink. (As younger children they
might have been entertained 
with a roll of quarters for the
Pacman game and a bag of pop-
corn). They have attended Na-
tional events with me and have
shared my victories and losses.”

On a personal level induction 
night will be one more opportu-
nity for reflection.

“As I reflect on the past five 
decades of curling, I am filled
with gratitude,” said Inglis. 
“Curling has not only given me 
countless unforgettable expe-
riences but has also taught me
invaluable life lessons about
perseverance, teamwork and
the importance of community. 
None of which would have oc-
curred without my family and
friends that gave support and
helped with my kids, my spouse,
my teammates, my coaches, ice
makers, sponsors, employers, 
volunteers and countless others
that allowed my life to be so en-
riched by the sport of curling.”

This year’s inductees will
join 97 athletes and builders 
and 21 teams previously hon-
oured since the Hall’s founding
in 1994. 

The local Hall of Fame will 
also recognize recipients of the 
Support for Sports Award, now 
sponsored by the Kinsmen Club
of Yorkton. It is presented to de-
serving supporters of sports in
Yorkton, including businesses,
organizations and individuals.

KAREN COTTENIE CATHY INGLIS 



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
238 - 3rd Ave. E.   

Office Ph. 306-728-2551
Office Hours: Mondays 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clergy: Deacon Kevin Prouten

www.stpaulsmelville.ca
Sunday, Sept. 20:

9 a.m. Worship at St. Paul’s
w/Comm. and Sunday School

Monday, Sept. 21:
7 p.m. Council Meeting

–– at Neudorf/Lemberg --
Sunday, Sept. 20:

*9 a.m. Lay Service at Christ Neud
*11 a.m. Worship at Trinity Lemb                                                                                            

ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH

306-720-0589
*Services Every Second Sunday

Sept. 20: No Worship
                                                                                        

FIRST UNITED CHURCH
5th Ave. E. & King St.

Rev. Brian Mee, 306-335-7611
website: firstunitedmelville.org

Sunday, Sept. 20: 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

with Rev. Brian Mee                                                                                     

(A Church with a Caring Heart)
 800 Prince Edward St.
Melville Comm. Works)  

Ph. 306-728-2347 
Pastor Tim Oehler

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. Pre-service Prayer
10 a.m. Coffee and Welcome
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
www.melvilleriverchurch.org

Facebook @melvilleriverchurch
Recorded messages 

posted online                                                                                     

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

258 - 10th Ave. W. 
Ph. 306-728-3971

Pastor Ronald Shumba 
facebook.com/gslcmelville

Sept. 20: Back to Church Sunday 
10:30 a.m. Com. Service

Sept. 22: 9:30 a.m. Ladies Day
4:30 p.m. Council Meeting                                                                                        

Fr. Basil Malowany
basilmalowany@gmail.com 

306-540-5102
Sunday, Sept. 20: 

4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Sunday, Sept. 27: 

4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy                                                                                        

th Ave. W.
Office Ph. 306-728-5022 

Pastor Jon Pettinger
Associate Pastor: Jesse Darby

Sunday:  
Connections at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Service at 11 a.m.

Online services can be found at:  
www.melvillebaptist.com                                                                           

5th Ave. W. & Queen St. 
Church Office Ph. 306-728-5001

Sunday, Sept. 20: 
Worship 10:30 a.m.                                                                           

CATHOLIC CHURCH
729 Main St. – Office 

Ph. 306-728-5702
Res. Ph. 306-728-2305

111 - 8th Ave. W.
Father Melchor Samonte

Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.               
Sunday Mass: 10 a.m.                                                                                        

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church - Canada) 

 502 - 4th Ave. W. – Church Office 
Ph. 306-728-5689

Email: zlcpastor@myaccess.ca
www.zionlutheranmelville.com

Sunday, Sept. 20: 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Church of the Lutheran Hour 
heard Sundays at 9 a.m.

on 940 CJGX Radio, Yorkton                                                                                        

NEW LIFE 

Worship

Wednesday Kids Club - 3:30 p.m.
                                                                                     

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Youth Group – 7 p.m.

Rev. Dr. James R. Graham
                                                                                    

ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Nimorious Kwabena Domanzing
Sunday, Sept. 20:  
11:00 a.m. Mass 

                                                                                   

Sunday, Sept. 20: 
No Worship Service

                                                                                  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WAPELLA

Sunday, Sept. 20: 
10:00 a.m. Communion Service

                                                                                  
WHITEWOOD 

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, Sept. 20:

No Worship Service  
                                                                                  

LUTHERAN 
417 3rd Street South

*Sunday Services 10 a.m.*
email: pipestoneparish@sasktel.net                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave. — 306-736-2237
email: kwpc@sasktel.net

Services Held: 1st Sunday with 
Jennifer Yasinowski and 

3rd Sunday with Monica Dayman
at 9:30 a.m.

                                                                                   

701 3rd Street - 306-736-8992
Website: kiplingpeopleschurch.com
Pastors: Kevin & Merodee Hassler
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Ministry
                                                                                   

ST. ANNE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
418 First St., Kipling

306-510-9793

Saturday, Sept. 19: 
5:00 p.m. Mass

                                                                                   

400 3rd St. South, Kipling
306-736-2447, Doris

306-424-2604, George
*11 a.m. Worship Service*

                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave.
(in Kipling United Church)

Sunday Worship 
in person 11:30 a.m.

Lay Person/Service Leader
306-736-2479

bkbernat@gmail.com                                                                                   

309 3rd. St. South, Kipling
306-736-2421

parklandagc@sasktel.net

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Mom’s Group
                                                                                   

Melville Churches Melville Churches 

Whitewood & Area 
Churches 

Indian Head Church 

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

801 Buxton St. - Indian Head, SK
306-695-3838

*Sunday Services 11 a.m.*
Service Leaders

Jani Francis
                                                                                   

Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube 

and will be livestreamed
306-900-0600

Fort Qu’Appelle – valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle ANGLICAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

 202 Bay Ave. S.,
Phone - 306-551-6213

Hall Contact - 306-563-7451

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

194 Bay St., Fort Qu’Appelle
Rev. Jo Mader, 306-332-4455

Sunday School & Service 10:30
Hear the Gospel, sing the faith, feel the 

family fellowship. Facebook Live. 

Visit a Church of Your Choice

Growing in 
Faith Together

22 Grasslands NewsSeptember 18, 2026

Sunny Side Up

Some things I’ve learned 
about forgiveness

By Kathleen Gibson
Grasslands News 

We were 30-some young 
voices, most earnestly de-
voted to Queen and coun-
try. Every weekday, all 
through grade school we 
stood beside our desks, 
saluted the flag and sang 
Canada’s national anthem 
and God Save the Queen. 
Then we bowed our heads. 
“Our Father, who art in 
Heaven, hallowed be thy 
name…”

The prayer Jesus 
taught his disciples to 
pray. The prayer still 
prayed at some public 
gatherings. You may 
know it, even if you 
weren’t raised repeating 
it each school day. And if 
you do, I have a question. 
Have you ever stumbled 
over the phrase… “For-
give us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who tres-
pass against us…”?

Basically, Jesus said 
if we don’t forgive those 
who wrong us, we are ask-
ing him not to forgive us 
for the wrongs we have 
committed against others. 
Ouch. Speaking person-
ally, I know how much I 
need God’s forgiveness.

Someone I was angry 
with for decades died 
recently, someone who, 

in my younger years I’d 
spent far too long refus-
ing to forgive. Too long 
bitter. Too long hard, at 
least in that corner of my 
heart. Why do we cling to 
those attitudes? Maybe 
I thought forgiveness 
would mean I was now 
okay with the actions that 
caused such hurt? I wasn’t 
and never will be.

But somewhere along 
the way, in his tender 
way of handling hearts 
and correcting wrong at-
titudes, God changed me. 
Brought peace instead 
of rancor whenever that 
name came to mind. And 
although that person and 
I had not spoken in years, 
I look forward to a conver-
sation in Heaven, where 
all differences are erased 
and wounds forgiven.

Hurts happened often 
over our thirty-plus years 
in full-time ministry. 
Leading congregations 
of diverse personalities 
makes that inevitable. 
Life in general makes that 
inevitable. But here are 
some things I’ve learned 
about forgiveness along 
the way:

Unforgiveness always 
hurts us more than it af-
fects our offenders.

Forgiveness is an act of 
the will, of much prayer, 
and often wise counselling  

Genuine forgiveness 
carries no expectations 
that it will change the of-
fending party or person. 
Sometimes that person 
is already dead. Some-
times he or she (or they) 
feels they’ve done nothing 
wrong. That is strictly be-
tween them and our just 
God.

Forgiveness doesn’t re-
quire us to be friends with 
our offender. (Sometimes 
that’s not even wise; at 
other times peace may be 
possible.)

Refusing to forgive oth-
ers is choosing to disobey 
the clear call of Christ to 
forgive others as our Fa-
ther has forgiven us.

The act of forgiving 
changes us. Softens us, 
eases and finally erases 
bitter feelings.

Anything we must for-
give is nothing compared 
to what Christ has for-
given.

That list is not com-
plete – won’t be until my 
last breath. But I’m grate-
ful for what life has shown 
me, and what Jesus taught 
me through that oft-re-
peated recitation of his 
prayer in my childhood 
classrooms. If you haven’t 
prayed it in awhile…start 
here: “Our Father, who 
art in Heaven…”

HAVE A STORY IDEA?
If you have a story idea or see worthwhile news happening, give us a call

1-844-GNG-NEWS

A PRAYER 
FOR OUR FATHERS

Th e father of a righteous
child has great joy;

a man who fathers a
wise son rejoices in him.

-Proverbs 23:24 NIV

    St. Mary’s Ukrainian 
   Catholic Church

   155 Catherine St., Yorkton, SK
306-783-4594

Pastor - Fr. Basil Malowany
Phone: 306-783-4594 or 306-783-7778

Saturday - 5 PM (English)
Sunday - 9 AM (English & Ukrainian)

SICK CALLS ANYTIME—BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE BY APPOINTMENT

PRAIRIE HARVEST
CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTRE

72 Melrose Ave., Yorkton, SK • PH: 306-786-6840
Senior Pastors Des & Cheryl Klingspon
Employment Program 306-786-1840

Online Sunday Worship Service 10:30AM
will be on our Facebook page

Contemporary Worship • Children’s Ministry • Youth Ministry
phclc.org

“Changing our world with the love of God.”

 Orthodox Church
89 Bradbrooke Drive, Yorkton, SK S3N 2Y2

306-782-2998
Father Roman Kocur 

Sunday, September 20: 
Divine Liturgy - 10:00 a.m. - Yorkton

Church of God in
Christ Mennonite

Saltcoats, SK

SUNDAY SCHOOL EVERY SUNDAY: 10:00 AM
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE: 11:00 AM

EVERYONE WELCOME
Pastor Laurel Wiebe - 306-898-2099 Priest: Rodion Luciuk   Phone: 306-786-6216 Cell: 306-621-5341

Saturday, Sept. 19th - Vespers 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 20th - Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

“Christianity is an entirely new way of being human.” St. Maximus the Confessor

St. Mark Th e Evangelist Orthodox Church
160 Betts Ave., Yorkton, SK

“Services in English”
www.stmarkyorkton.ca

Come and experience the faith of the apostles

Flooring replacement goes to tender
By GNG Staff

Grasslands News 

The Saskatchewan 
Health Authority is pre-
paring to replace flooring 
throughout the White-
wood Community Health 
Centre.

SHA issued an invita-
tion to tender Sept. 9 for 
the supply and installa-
tion of new flooring fin-
ishes at the health centre 
on Gambetta Street.

The work is to be 
completed according to 
specifications and floor-
ing layout documents 
included with the tender 
package.

A mandatory site meet-
ing for contractors inter-

ested in bidding on the 
project was scheduled 
for Sept. 14 at the health 
centre. All bidders were 
required to attend the 
meeting. The competition 
remains open until 2 p.m. 
Sept. 29.

A contract value or 
anticipated construction 
schedule was not included 
in the publicly available 
tender notice.

The Whitewood Com-
munity Health Centre 
provides a range of health 
services to Whitewood 
and the surrounding area.

The flooring project 
comes as health-care ser-
vices in the community 
continue to receive atten-
tion locally, particularly 
surrounding staffing and 

ambulance coverage.
Whitewood town 

council has been rais-
ing concerns with the 
Saskatchewan Health 
Authority over ongoing 
shortages affecting the 
community’s ambulance 
service.

The flooring tender is 
separate from those ser-
vice-level discussions, 
and the public tender does 
not indicate the work will 
result in changes to health 
programs or services of-
fered at the facility.

The successful contrac-
tor will be responsible for 
supplying and installing 
the new flooring finishes 
in accordance with SHA’s 
contract documents.

Bids close Sept. 29.
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CLASSIFIEDS
ONE AD, SEVEN NEWSPAPERS: All classified ads appear in the Fort Qu’Appelle Times, Indian Head-Wolseley News, Kipling Clipper, Melville Advance, Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun, Quad Town Forum and Yorkton This Week. 

1-844-GNG-NEWS
CLASSIFIED RATES

(based on 25 words or less)

1 week: $15.00 • 2 weeks: $20.00 • 3 weeks: $25.00 • 4 weeks: $30.00 
Additional weeks: $7.50 • Deadline: Tuesdays at 12 noon

Obituary Deadline Tuesdays 12 Noon

306-260-
7447

PAYING CASH

It is with profound sadness 
that we announce Jann joined 
the angels during the eclipse 
of the moon on Thursday, 
Aug. 27, 2026 surrounded by 
her loving family.

Jann will be loved and 
remembered by her son Ryan 
Missens; her loving partner
Roland Kaye of Regina; 
her sisters Lydia of Fort Qu’
Appelle, Lorraine (Elgin) 
Pinay of Peepeekisis and 
their family Jason, Cordell, 
Meldon, Brydon, Shelenda
and special niece Maria; 
Bernice (Daniel Pelletier) of George Gordon First Nation 
and children Tonya, Trevor and Kelly; brother Jim’s children 
Reginald and Nicole of BC; special brother/nephew Kelly 
Cyr and his children Alicia, Brook, Avery and Lyric of BC
and sister/cousin Rhonda Laframbois and her children 
Trina, Tara and Tyler of Regina; auntie Joyce (Walter) 
Pelletier of Bangor and grand-nieces and nephews.

Jann is welcomed into the Spirit World by kokum Hilda
Pelletier; parents JB Cyr and Doris Cyr; brother Jim; 
special sister-in-law Bette Cyr; nephew Kyle Pinay and 
niece Tiersen Pratt.

Jann grew up in Fort Qu’Appelle and built and adminis-
trative career most recently at Red Eagle Lodge at Pasqua 
First Nation, Leading Thunderbird Lodge, First Nations 
University of Canada (SIFC), SGI and Sasktel.

She was pleased to be and elected member of the Fort 
Qu’Appelle town council where she shared First Nations 

and the Tribal council for a stronger community. Her many 
accomplishments will have a lasting impact.

Jann also enjoyed her time with the many groups and 
committees where she formed friendships including the 
Fort Qu’Appelle Seniors Club, Knitwits and Wellness work-
shops. In retirement she became a marriage commissioner 
where she joined over 40 couples in matrimony.

We thank our friends, neighbors and relatives for their 

Thank you to her home care team – Marcy Wood whose 

Popiuk, Christine Denyen, Kelly Phillips, Andrea Smith, 
ANHH and Eagles Nest staff.

We will miss her bright smile, her sparkling eyes and her 
laughs. Although she was the baby of the family her wisdom 
and guidance made an impact on us all.

A Celebration Of Life was held Monday, Aug. 31, 2026 at 
1 p.m. in the Fort Qu’Appelle Legion, 185 Company Avenue 
South, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

Arrangements entrusted to Conley Funeral Home, Fort 
Qu’Appelle SK 1-306-332-0555.

Thank you
Because she was here … because she was loved … 

always and forever
Jann lived her life in grace and dignity, enthusiasm and 

joy. We, her family, extend our sincere gratitude and thank-
fulness to all who supported us as Jann embraced her 
journey to the Spirit World. Thank you to family, relatives 
and friends, near and far, for the visits, calls, texts, food, 
condolences, hugs and caring. Thank you to Elder Dennis 
Omeosoo for prayers and pipe ceremony and leading at 
Jann’s Celebration of Life. Thank you to our nephews and 
sons Jason, Cordell, Meldon, Brydon, Trevor and Kelly for 
pallbearer honours with Brydon also attending the smudg-
ing protocols. Thank you to Jason Keewatin and Terrance 
Bobb and Alexei Sunkawaste for singing and drumming. 
Thank you to cousin, Chief E.J. Fontaine for informative and 
humourous Eulogy, and to the speakers for their memories 
of Jann and compassion for our family.

Family of Kelowna, The FHQ Tribal Council, the Yorkton 
Tribal Council, FNUC, Fort Qu’Appelle Town Council, and 
Karen Main Family.

Thank you to Brad Braithwaite of Valley Bake and Coffee 
Shop for catering our lunch and Tara Whitecap and Shelley 
Misssens for all that delicious Bannock.

Thank you to the health professionals and staff at ANHH, 
Eagle’s Nest, Rising Bear Healing Centre, White Raven 
Healing Centre, Fort Qu’Appelle Primary Health Care 
Centre and Regina General Hospital, and, special thanks to 
Jann’s Home Care Team.

Thank you to Pasqua First Nation for their support. 
Thank you to the Fort Qu’Appelle Legion, and last but not 
least, to Elden and Megan at Conley Funeral Service for 
their great care as we respectfully ensured Jann’s wishes 
were carried out.

With deep gratitude to all that honoured our baby sister, 
mom and loving partner … 

–Lydia, Lorraine, Bernice, Ryan and Roland

Obituary
Jann (Janet Diane) Cyr

“Grandmother Rock”
Dec. 14, 1962 - Aug. 27, 2026

Obituary Mary Sanderson
Sept. 6, 1938 - Sept. 9, 2026

Mary Sanderson, of Kennedy,
Sask. passed away at the age 
of 88 years, leaving behind a 

hard work, community and 
many wonderful memories.

She was born on a farm 
between Kipling and Kennedy, 
Sask., to Jim and Klara Barta. 
From her early years on the 
farm, she developed a strong 
sense of independence and 
a love for bringing people to-
gether. She went on to open 
several restaurants, where her love of cooking and hospi-
tality could truly shine. Sharing good food and welcoming 
people into her life were an important part of who she was.

She also opened a gift shop and proudly named it 
after her children, a lasting reminder of how much her family 
meant to her.

Her love of her community was evident in many ways. 
She served on numerous boards throughout her life. The 
last one being the President of the Kennedy Library Board. 
She was a strong advocate for reading and the importance 
of having books and libraries available to everyone. She 
believed in the value of learning and encouraged others to 
discover the joy of reading.

She will be remembered for her love of cooking, her 
independent spirit, her generosity and the special connec-
tions she made with those around her.

Particularly in her later years, she was fortunate to 
have many wonderful people beside her: her close friend 
Halina and husband Gerry; her caring neighbors Bonnie 
and Jim and Clare and Lorna; Amanda and children Danika 
and Spencer were a tremendous source of friendship and 
support; her angel with scissors, Connie and her favorite 
librarian Caroline and husband John. She was grateful for 
the care and assistance of Jill, a local EMT. Also the won-
derful home-care workers who helped her remain at home 
and the caring staff at Deerview Lodge.

She is survived by her children: Veronica, Galen and 
Constance; her four grandchildren, who brought her great 
joy; brother Jerry; sister-in-law Doris; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

She was predeceased by her soulmate Galen 
Wahlmeier; her parents James and Klara; brothers Richard 
and Jimmy and sister-in-law Betty. She was also preceded 
in death by Molly, her beloved cat, who was a cherished 
companion.

She leaves behind a legacy of family, friendship, com-
munity service and love. Her kitchen, her restaurants, her 
gift shop, her work with the library and most importantly, the 
people whose lives she touched will all carry a piece of her 
memory forward.

A private celebration of life will be held at a later date.

to the Kennedy Library, PO Box 217, Kennedy SK, S0G 
2R0 or the Kennedy Memory Garden, PO Box 268, Kenne-
dy, SK, S0G 2R0.

Online condolences may be made at www.tubmanfh.com

95th Birthday

Happy 95th Birthday 
to Jean Stadnyk

on Sept. 24
Wishes for many more years, 

Love your Family

Offi  ce Space For Rent

For Rent

$ Paying Cash $

Firearms for Sale

Personal

Province Wide

Property Description:

and

For Sale by Tender

Services
Indian Head Library

NEW HOURS  
effective Sept. 4, 2026

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY 
SATURDAY

CLOSED Sunday and Monday

Auctions

2S Auctioneers

Thank youPlace a
Classified

and it will appear in
6 newspapers

at one cost
email: 

production2@
grasslandsnews.ca
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Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Vases,
Cemetery Inscriptions and Cremation Urns.

FULLY GUARANTEED – LICENSED AND BONDED
See Our

Large Display

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

Your Full-Service, Family Owned and 
Operated Funeral Home and Crematorium

Serving

Pre-arrangements, Traditional Funerals,
Celebrant Services, Grief Support,

Notary Public, Monument Design and Installation.

baileysfuneralhome.com

CAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales

• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

Dennis Temple 306-332-1335
or 306-728-8197

Licensed and Bonded

DIRECTORY 
ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group
1-844-464-6397

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

FUNERAL + MONUMENT DIRECTORY

Keith Hawken  306-695-2479
Michael Rey 306-901-7440
Laurie Rey 306-901-7000

mrey@sasktel.net

Cemetery Memorials • In Cemetery Lettering

Memorial Levelling  • Memorial Restoration 

Notice of Call
For Nominations

The Rural Municipality of Cupar No. 218
Public notice is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the offices of:

- Councillor for Division No. 2
- Councillor for Division No. 4
- Councillor for Division No. 6

will be received by the undersigned at the municipal 
office during normal office hours until Wednesday, 
October 7, 2026 at 4 p.m. local time.
And on Nomination Day Wednesday, October 7, 2026 
from 9 a.m to 4 p.m.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the municipal 
office located at 113 Landsdowne Street in Cupar, SK

Dated this 8th day of September, 2026.

Nikki Czemeres
Returning Officer

NOTICE OF CALL

FOR NOMINATIONS
The Rural Municipality of Wolseley No. 155

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of 

candidates for the offi  ces of:

  Councillor for Division 2

  Councillor for Division 4

  Councillor for Division 6

will be received by the undersigned at the municipal offi  ce 

during normal offi  ce hours until Wednesday, October 7th, 

2026 at 4 p.m. local time.

Prescribed nomination forms may be obtained from the 

municipal offi  ce.

Dated this 18th day of September, 2026.

Dawn Oehler, 

Returning Offi  cer

Local fire departments part of 
massive 2025 wildfire response

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Fire departments and 
municipalities across the 
Grasslands News cov-
erage area were among 
those providing services 
during a year in which 
Saskatchewan experi-
enced one of its most de-
structive wildfire seasons 
on record.

The Saskatchewan Pub-
lic Safety Agency’s 2025-
26 annual report shows 
substantial payments 
for goods and services to 
local municipalities and 
fire organizations, includ-
ing $712,150 to Carlyle and 
RM No. 63 Fire Protection, 
$161,720 to Redvers Fire 
Department, $94,152 to the 
Town of Canora, $75,875 to 
the Town of Balcarres and 
$65,491 to the RM of South 
Qu’Appelle No. 157. 

The financial disclo-
sure does not specify how 
much of each municipali-
ty’s payment was directly 
connected to wildfire 
response. However, the 
payments came during 
an extraordinary year in 
which local fire services 
and other outside re-
sources were called upon 
to assist the provincial re-
sponse.

Across Saskatchewan, 

514 wildfires burned 
2,979,471 hectares in 2025. 
While the number of fires 
was down from 595 in 
2024, it remained above 
the 10-year average of 418.

The area burned was 
more than three times 
the 936,042 hectares lost 
in 2024 and nearly four 
times the 10-year average 
of 776,898 hectares.

Of the 514 fires, 297, or 
58 per cent, were human 
caused, while 217, or 42 
per cent, were caused by 
lightning. 

The magnitude of the 
season required a signif-
icant mobilization of fire-
fighting resources.

SPSA water bombers 
logged more than 900 
flight hours, airtankers 
more than 300 hours and 
birddog aircraft more 
than 1,000 hours during 
containment and suppres-
sion operations. 

The SPSA also main-
tained agreements with 
Indigenous and north-
ern municipal fire crews 
to provide Type 2 fire-
fighters for wildfire mit-
igation, prevention and 
response. The agency de-
scribed those agreements 
as “instrumental” during 
the 2025 wildfire response. 

The agency’s finan-
cial disclosure illustrates 
how widely resources 
were drawn upon. In ad-
dition to the local pay-
ments, Buckland Fire & 
Rescue received $737,020, 
Melfort Fire Depart-
ment $610,196, Lakeland 
& District Co-operative 
Volunteer Fire $560,661, 
Maidstone-Waseca & Dis-
trict Fire Board $187,750, 
and Garden River Fire 
Association $104,121 for 
services during the fiscal 
year. 

The human impact of 
the wildfire season was 
even greater.

Approximately 12,000 
evacuees staying in ho-
tels or with family and 
friends received assis-
tance through the SPSA’s 
Emergency Crisis Support 
program, while more than 
16,000 additional evacuees 
were supported by third-
party providers.

The province provided 
$21.07 million for evacua-
tion efforts and commit-
ted another $29.93 million 
over three years for recov-
ery, including cleanup, de-
bris removal, temporary 
housing and social well-
ness supports. 

Denare Beach was 

among the hardest-hit 
communities. By the end 
of the fiscal year, cleanup, 
debris removal, envi-
ronmental testing and 
related work had been 
substantially completed 
on more than 200 residen-
tial properties. More than 
$2.5 million was invested 
in temporary housing in 
Creighton and Denare 
Beach. 

The province is also 
expanding its ability to 
respond to future wildfire 
seasons.

The SPSA is replac-
ing its aging land-based 
airtanker fleet with four 
Dash 8 aircraft. The first 
Q400AT arrived in May 
2025 and became opera-
tional in July. It flew 45 
hours on five missions 
during its first season and 
dropped approximately 
93,500 litres of retardant, 
including during the 
Beauval complex fires. 

The remaining three 
aircraft are expected to 
arrive by 2028.

Announces its
17th ANNUAL 
FARM SALE

810 Valley Road 
(Saskatoon, SK)

Friday Sept. 18th 
9:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday Sept. 19th 
9:00am - 4:00pm

TREES, SHRUBS & 
SHELTERBELTS 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATORS  

Motor scrapers, dozers,
excavators, rock trucks,
packers; wide range of
machines.     
Camp/R & B provided.  

Competitive wages. 
Valid drivers license 

required.   
Send resume and 

work references to: 
Bryden Construction 

and Transport Co. Inc. 

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@

www.brydenconstruction
andtransport.ca

AGPRO - BUYING:
FEED BARLEY &

HEATED CANOLA
For Bids, Call/Text:

306-873-0481 
or visit: 

agproseeds.com
AGPRO MARKET 

REPORT:
Farmers, call to 

sign up for 
Free Today!

TRUCK DRIVER
WANTED

Contact Kirk Stainer for
further information  

306-620-8323
ktstrucking@sasktel.net



HAVE A STORY IDEA?
If you have a story or news happening

Call us: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
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Royal Canadian Legion
General Meeting 2nd Thursday at 2 p.m.

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
RM of Indian Head No. 156

Public notice is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office(s) of:

COUNCILLORS:  Division 2, 4 & 6
will be received by the undersigned at the munic-
ipal office during normal business hours (Monday 
to Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., closed 12:30 
to 1:00 p.m.) until Wednesday, October 7, 2026 at 
4:00 p.m. local time.

Nomination forms may be obtained from the 
municipal office.

Dated this 18th day of September 2026.

 Tracy Luscombe
 Returning Officer

Notice of Call for Nominations
(Municipal Elections)

Rural Municipality of Montmartre No. 126
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office(s) of:

Councillor: RM of Montmartre No. 126 Division No. 2
Councillor: RM of Montmartre No. 126 Division No. 4
Councillor: RM of Montmartre No. 126 Division No. 6

will be received by the undersigned on the 7th day of 
October, 2026, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Municipal 
Office, 136 Central Avenue, Montmartre, SK, and during 
regular business hours on September 18th, 2026 to 
October 6th, 2026.

Nomination forms may be obtained at the Municipal 
Office, 136 Central Avenue, Montmartre, SK.

Dated this 18th day of September, 2026.

 Dale Brenner
 Returning Officer

RM of Lajord No. 128
PUBLIC NOTICE

 • Councillor for Division 2
 • Councillor for Division 4
 • Councillor for Division 6
Will be received by the undersigned or an appointed nom-

Please note, a criminal record check (Bylaw 296) and a pub-

forms
Dated this 18th day of September, 2026.

NOTICE of CALL
FOR NOMINATIONS

Rural Municipality of Grayson No.184

COUNCILLOR:  RM of Grayson No. 184 Division No. 2
COUNCILLOR:  RM of Grayson No. 184 Division No. 4
COUNCILLOR:  RM of Grayson No. 184 Division No. 6

Nomination forms must be properly executed and 
accompanied by a Public Disclosure Statement and a 
current Criminal Record Check.

Notice of Call 
for Nominations

  NOTICE OF CALL
FOR NOMINATIONS
 Rural Municipality of Abernethy No. 186

 

Councillor: RM of Abernethy No. 186 - Division 2
Number to be Elected: 1

Councillor: RM of Abernethy No. 186 - Division 4
Number to be Elected: 1

Councillor: RM of Abernethy No. 186 - Division 6
Number to be Elected: 1

Karissa Lin

NOTICE of CALL
for NOMINATIONS

Rural Municipality of McLeod No.185

COUNCILLOR: RM of McLeod, No. 185, Division No. 2
COUNCILLOR: RM of McLeod, No. 185, Division No. 4
COUNCILLOR: RM of McLeod, No. 185, Division No. 6

 ** Nomination Forms must be properly executed and 
accompanied by a Public Disclosure Statement. **

NOTICE OF CALL
FOR NOMINATIONS

Form H (Section 66 of the Act)
RM of Stanley No. 215

 Public notice is hereby given that nominations of 

Councillor for Division No. 2
Councillor for Division No. 4
Councillor for Division No. 6

will be received by the undersigned on the 7th day of 
October, 2026, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. local time at 238 
Third Avenue West, Melville, SK, and during regular 

2026.
 Nominations forms may be obtained at the munici-

Rhonda Schmaltz,

NOTICE of Call
for Nominations

Rural Municipality of Cana No. 214

COUNCILLOR:
COUNCILLOR:
COUNCILLOR:

 ** A completed Public Disclosure Statement MUST 
accompany a Nomination Paper **

NOTICE OF POLL
Town of Lemberg 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that:
1. A vote will be held for the election of 
    Councillor (2)
2. The vote will take place on: Wednesday, the  
    14th day of October 2026, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
    at the Town Office, 332 Main Street, Lemberg, 
    SK.
3. I will declare the result of the voting at the 
    Town Office, 332 Main Street, Lemberg, SK, on 
    Thursday, the 15th day of October 2026, at the 
    hour of 9 a.m.

NOTICE OF ADVANCE POLL
Town of Lemberg 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that provision has 
been made for an advance poll.
Advance voting will take place on Monday, October 
5, 2026, between the hours of 11 a.m. 3 p.m. at the 
Town Office, 332 Main Street, Lemberg, SK. 

Dated this 18th day of September 2026

     Victoria MacDonald 
 Returning Officer

*ALL ELIGIBLE VOTERS OF THE MUNICIPALITY MAY 
VOTE – VOTER IDENTIFICATION WILL BE REQUIRED*

RM of Willowdale No. 153

Notice of Call
for Nominations

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that 
nominations of candidates for the offi  ce(s) of:

Councillor: RM Willowdale No. 153 Div. No. 2 
Councillor: RM Willowdale No. 153 Div. No. 4 
Councillor: RM Willowdale No. 153 Div. No. 6 

will be received by the undersigned on the 7th day 
of October, 2026, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the mu-
nicipal offi  ce, and during regular business hours 
on September 18th to October 7th, 2026 at the 
municipal offi  ce.

Nomination forms may be obtained from the mu-
nicipal offi  ce located at 711 Lalonde Street White-
wood, SK.

Dated this 18th day of September, 2026.
Chrissy Bodnarchuk, Returning Offi  cer

NOTICE OF CALL

FOR  NOMINATIONS
The Rural Municipality of Chester No. 125

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations 
of candidates for the offi  ces of:

Councillor for Division 2 - RM of Chester #125
Councillor for Division 4 - RM of Chester #125
Councillor for Division 6 - RM of Chester #125

will be received by the undersigned at the 
Municipal Offi  ce during normal offi  ce hours until 
Wednesday, October 7th, 2026 at 4 p.m. local time. 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the 
municipal offi  ce at 104 Main St., Glenavon, SK.

Dated this 18th day of September, 2026.
Brittany Knoll,

Returning Offi  cer
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By Debbie Hayward
Grasslands News 

A gardener’s work is 
always at hand, and if you 
are seeing some spots that 
need replenishing in your 
garden, then keep in mind 
that the Yorkton and Dis-
trict Hort Society will be 
holding its Fall Plant Sale 
on Friday, Sept. 18 from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Parkland Mall, Yorkton. 

Fall is a great planting 
time for new perennials in 
the garden: they have time 
to establish while it’s a bit 
cooler, and will be settled 
in before winter; so, take 
a look around your garden 
and see if there is some 
area that needs amending 
and can benefit from some 
interesting new plants.

There will also be some 
houseplants at this sale 
too, so something for ev-
eryone! That’s Friday, 
Sept.18.

Our garden work in 
recent days has been the 
beginning of closing off 
this year’s garden. We 
harvested the last of the 
tomatoes, pulled out the 
plants, and pulled out our 
beans and cucumbers.

We also had a couple 
spruce trees removed. 
They were lovely - about 
eight feet high - but sadly 
they were outgrowing our 
available space. The trees 

were volunteers that we 
never had the heart to 
pull out when they were 
cute little baby trees and, 
as they do, they grew 
quickly into trees that 
were no longer suitable in 
our garden. But the result-
ing space has now opened 
a whole new area where 
nothing grew before, so 
we will have to do some 
landscape planning and 
make some new garden 
plans. That’s exciting!

One task that is still 
waiting to be done is to 
cut back our grape vines, 
so let’s chat for a moment 
about end-of-season care 
for grapes. Mom’s garden-
ing books had information 
for fall and winter care of 
grapes in milder areas, so 
I went to one of my favor-
ite information sources, 
the University of Sas-
katchewan (gardening.
usask.ca/gardening-ad-
vice) for good solid infor-
mation that is definitely 
in line with our climate.

I knew from other 
grape-growers that trim-
ming is important, but 
the confidence of their 
years of growing grapes 
was far beyond what we 
are comfortable with, so 
we wanted step-by-step in-
structions.

The U of S advice says 
that we can cut back 90 
per cent of the grape vine 

in the fall -- 90 per cent!
That sounded kind 

of scary to me, but we 
know how fast they grow, 
so when spring comes 
the vines can easily and 
quickly come again. We 
don’t have to worry about 
cutting vines that might 
be giving us grapes, be-
cause grapes will come on 
the new wood.

Another bonus about 
this serious pruning in 
our climate: if we make 
sure to leave buds on the 
stems that remain, they 
will be safe from winter 
chills because they will 
likely be below the snow. 
We know that snow is a 
wonderful insulator, and 
quite often when we have 
a tender plant or shrub, 
we make a point of shov-
elling extra snow over it 
(clean snow with no ice-
melt!) so that it has a good 
layer of snow protection 
all winter.

It seems that keeping 
the base of the plant pro-
tected is the main thing, 
and the vines are not so 
worrisome. I’m not saying 
that the first few drastic 
snips of our vines might 
not be a little nerve-wrack-
ing, but it will be good to 
do that last major task in a 
few weeks. I am hoping to 
make a grapevine wreath 
if the stems are still pli-
able enough.

The Yorkton and Dis-
trict Horticultural Society 
will be having a meeting 
in October, but this is a 

‘members only’ meeting 
for planning and business. 
Visit our website, www.
yorktonhort.ca for infor-

mation about upcoming 
events. 

Have a good week of
fall work in your garden.

Gardener’s Corner

Fall plant sale: time to add some new plants
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OSOYOOS LAKE-
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VACATION RENTAL
EXECUTIVE  

LAKEVIEW VILLA
in Osoyoos, BC, 

with breathtaking 
lake & mountain 
views and just 

3 minutes from town
EXPERIENCE THE 

ULTIMATE 
GETAWAY!

Or wanting warmer 
weather?

 Two luxurious 5-star 
resort units in 

Phoenix, Arizona. 
Doug 306-716-2671
osoyooslakevilla.com

Terry Fox to be honoured on $5 bill
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

In September, many 
students and commu-
nity members will join to 
walk or run in memory of 
Terry Fox. As they recall 
his aspirations and make 
their own contributions to 
life-saving research like 
he envisioned, a $5 bill is 
being designed to honour 
the Canadian.

Terry Fox was born 
in Winnipeg and grew 
up near Vancouver. He 
was diagnosed with bone 
cancer at age 18, which 
required his leg to be 
amputated in 1977. This 
experience and his inter-
actions with other cancer 
patients inspired him to 
embark on a Marathon of 
Hope in April 1980. 

Fox endeavored to 
run from coast to coast 
across Canada, raising 
awareness and funding 
for cancer research. He 
hoped this would lead to 
researchers finding a cure 
for cancer. 

Fox was forced to end 
his journey after running 
5,373 km across the Atlan-
tic provinces, Quebec, and 
part of Ontario because 
cancer had spread to his 
lungs. He passed away in 
June 1981.

Although Fox was un-
able to achieve his goal, 
Canadians and other sup-
porters around the world 
have carried on his mis-
sion.  Since the first Mar-
athon of Hope, the Terry 
Fox Foundation has pro-
moted the famous Canadi-
an’s legacy by facilitating 
the annual Terry Fox Run 
fundraiser in communi-
ties across the country. 

The official date for 
this year’s Terry Fox run 
is Sept. 20, and numerous 
fundraisers will take place 
across Canada that day. 
Many more will be sched-
uled on alternative dates, 
such as the Terry Fox run 
organized by Whitewood 
School on Sept. 11 and In-
dian Head schools on Sept. 
18. These initiatives gar-
ner tremendous support, 

and the foundation an-
nounced a few months ago 
that it had raised more 
than $1 billion over the 
past four decades. In 2025 
alone, communities and 
schools in Saskatchewan 
raised $1,130,663 for the 
Terry Fox Foundation.

While schools and com-
munity members plan to 
support cancer research 
through another season 
of fundraising runs, the 
Bank of Canada is also 
preparing to honour 
Terry Fox. In December 
2024, the Bank of Canada 
announced that Fox would 
be featured on a new $5 
bill. An advisory council 
reviewed more than 600 
nominations for the new 
bill and shortlisted eight 
individuals, from which 
Fox was chosen.

Like other Canadian 
bills, the currency will be 
made from polymer and 
include security features. 
It will be mostly blue in 
colour, and vertically 
oriented with a portrait 
of Terry Fox. Producing 

a new bank note involves 
several stages including 
research and develop-
ment, design, and produc-
tion. The Bank of Canada 
is in the early develop-
ment phase for the new $5 
bill.

Earlier this month, the 
design for a new $20 bill 
featuring King Charles 
III was revealed which 
will enter circulation 
in 2027. The $5 bill with 
Terry Fox’s portrait will 
be issued sometime after 
that happens. The exist-
ing bank note featuring 
Sir Wilfred Laurier will 
continue to circulate 
until the Terry Fox bill 
is produced. The Bank of 
Canada intends to later in-
clude Sir Wilfred Laurier 
on a $50 bill.

RM of Silverwood No. 123
Invites Applications for the Position of

EXPERIENCED HEAVY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

RM of Silverwood No. 123
P.O. Box 700

Whitewood, SK   S0G 5C0
Phone: 306-735-2500

Email: rm123@sasktel.net
The RM wishes to thank all applicants

for their interest, however only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted.

KRAUSECARE PHARMACY

PHARMACIST 
WANTED

from the typical corporate pharmacy environment?
KrauseCare Pharmacy is looking for a Full-Time 
Pharmacist to join our independent, locally 
owned pharmacy in Fort Qu’Appelle.

Meaningful patient relationships and community connection

No long commute. No big-city pharmacy grind. Just great 
work in a community where people know and support one 
another.

Whether you’re already living in 

or considering a move to 
Saskatchewan, we’d love 
to hear from you.

Interested? Apply today.

PUBLIC NOTICE TOWN OF PILOT BUTTE 
Notice to Review a Discretionary Use 

_________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to Section 55 of The Planning and Development Act, 2007, the Council of the Town of Pilot Butte gives 
notice to review a Discretionary Use Application, and the details are as follows: 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT: A Legal Secondary Suite in the Basement of New Single-Detached 2 storey dwelling 
already under construction. 

Civic Address: 424 Lafarge Street in the Hillside Park Development, Pilot Butte 

Legal Address: Lot 38, Block 45, Plan 102137329 

The affected land is outlined in red in the 
attached figure.

INTENTIONS 
The applicant is proposing to construct a Legal 
Secondary Suite (self-contained dwelling unit) in 
the basement which is intended to 
accommodate revenue occupation.

PUBLIC INSPECTION
Any person may inspect the proposed 
Discretionary Use Application at the Town 
Office, located at 222 Diamond Place, Town of 
Pilot Butte, during regular office hours: 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Monday to Friday, excluding statutory holidays.
Copies of the proposed Discretionary Use
Application are available for inspection at the
Town Office.

PUBLIC HEARING 
Council will hold a public hearing on September 
28, 2026, at 7: 0 PM, in the Town’s Council Chambers to hear any person or group that wants to comment on the
proposed Discretionary Use Application. Council will also consider written comments received at the Public Hearing 
or delivered to the undersigned at the Town Office before the hearing. 
All written submission should be forwarded with your full name and address to the Town Office or email to 
planner@pilotbutte.ca no later than September 24, 2026, at 2:00 PM.

For further information, please contact the Building Permit Officer at 306-781-3407. 

Dated this September 11, 2026, at the Town of Pilot Butte, Saskatchewan. 

Felicia Opoku, Municipal Planner 
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By Allison Kydd
Grasslands News 

It happens every year: the first frost. 
However well-organized we are, we’re 
never quite ready for it – at least, I’m 
never ready, and I suspect the same is 
true for others. But it’s bound to come 
and usually in September. Some fore-
casts predicted frost for Saturday night, 
Sept. 12, and others said it would hit us 
the following night. On Sunday morn-
ing, some saw the evidence; others saw 
none. In my garden it was difficult to 
say. Some bean plants were a suspi-
cious colour, but the squash and pump-
kin vines appeared untouched. 

I was relieved my tomatoes didn’t 
seem to be affected. We have been enjoy-
ing ripe tomatoes for a month and a half, 
but I haven’t had the energy to bring in 
the green ones. Instead, I hauled out 
the cardboard boxes, pieces of old rugs, 
car blankets and plastic sheeting I save 
for that purpose and hoped I could buy 
some more time.

Did it make a difference? I suspect 
not, since it’s doubtful that the tempera-
ture dipped into the minuses on Sunday 
night. When I finally got in motion Mon-
day morning, what I noticed was rain, 
which continued all day. And the wind 
had blown off the plastic sheeting. So 
now there’s the problem of deciding 
how and when to uncover. And I must 
clear some space for tomatoes to ripen 
in the basement. These are some of my 
rituals at this time of year, and every 
other gardener will have his or her own 
version of putting the garden (or gar-
dens) to bed.

In fact, I have found it a strange gar-
dening year, with rain that won’t stop 
followed by periods of intense heat, so I 
can’t say I’m approaching harvest with 
enthusiasm. Not only that, but I got a 
late start on this year’s gardens because 
of various obligations at planting time. 
For a clearer, more hopeful perspective, 
I turned to a couple of well-known local 
gardeners, Ruth Anne Rudack and Dave 
Gehl, to ask about their process. Both 
have vegetable and flower gardens at 
home as well as being the go-to people 
for the community garden.

Over the last number of years, Ru-
dack has dedicated countless hours to 
“the” garden, not only to her own plot, 
but to the food hamper plots as well. She 
also circulates regular e-mail updates 
to her fellow gardeners. This might in-
volve alerting them to problems, such 
as a potato beetle infestation, letting 
them know there is extra produce avail-
able or defining what is and is not com-
postable. However, the fact gardening 
is a “labour of love” for Rudack doesn’t 
mean other gardeners shouldn’t look 
beyond their own plots and take some 
responsibility for maintaining and sup-
porting the garden as a whole. 

There has been some progress to-
wards this goal. This year, Rudack says, 
there was generally a good turnout on 
Wednesday nights, the day allotted to 
tackling extra tasks. She was also grate-
ful to have volunteers watering the food 
hamper plots. Finally, gardeners will 
have the opportunity to do their bit for 
the communal garden when the com-
mittee sets a date for cleanup.

Another thing Rudack would like to 
see more of is social or informational 
events in the garden. It seems to her 
that this is a missed opportunity, and 
she hopes Wednesday nights in the gar-
den might be developed a little more in 
future.

Dave Gehl agrees that helping with 
the extra work should be part of each 

gardener’s commitment to the commu-
nity garden. In future, this expectation 
will be made clearer from the begin-
ning, and there will possibly be a list of 
extra jobs for which people can sign up. 
This is not to make anyone feel guilty, 
but to ensure no one gets burned out by 
too many responsibilities. 

Gehl doesn’t have his own plot at the 
community garden, but he coordinates 
the growing of more delicate plants in 
the hoop house. He also supplies tomato 
seedlings in the spring, and he and his 
wife, Roberta, host a tomato tasting 
event in the fall. (Sarah Pacio reported 
on this in last week’s issue of Indian 
Head-Wolseley News.)

The Gehls also have a home garden, 
as well as a raised bed, a baker’s dozen 
large pots of peppers and tomatoes and 
a greenhouse under their sunroom. The 
greenhouse is where Dave starts his 
many varieties of tomatoes. In fact, he 
says the artificial grow lights he has in-
stalled are almost too efficient. Because 
of this he will probably start his toma-
toes later next season, so they don’t get 
“leggy” before it’s time to distribute 
them.  

For Gehl, the main value of a garden 
is the ability to grown wholesome, tasty, 
economical food. It’s not just a hobby, 
but a lifestyle. When I spoke to him, he 
and Roberta had just enjoyed their own 
fresh beans and peppers for supper.

When Gehl was director of the re-
search farm, he says, the staff had gar-
den plots on site, and he always enjoyed 
trying new things, among them Jerusa-
lem artichokes, straw bale gardens and 
giant vegetable marrows. I ask how he 
feels if his experiments don’t always 
work out as planned. 

“I come from a farm background,” he 
says, “so I know I have to be prepared to 
roll with the punches.”

When it comes to harvesting his 
home garden, Gehl says his schedule 
“depends on the weather.” He likes to 
rototill in the fall, as it means there’s 
“one less thing to do in the spring.” He 
composts most left over plant material 
after a killing frost, but leaves enough 
to provide cover for the ladybird bee-
tles.

For Rudack harvest actually started 
long ago, for she was harvesting garlic 
in the first week of August. In fact, she 
withheld water for two weeks prior to 
that so the bulbs could start the drying 
out process. Apparently, if bulbs are 
picked (or lifted) too late, the cloves 
start to separate out, giving the bulbs 
a somewhat ungainly rather than com-

pact appearance. These bulbs are still 
good, but they may not store as well.

When digging or lifting garlic, it’s 
important to take one’s time and avoid 
piercing or bruising the bulbs. Rudack 
uses a garden fork about five inches 
away from the stem to loosen the soil; 
then she gently pulls the plant straight 
up. Generally, there will be some dirt 
clinging to the bulb, and some people 
feel leaving the dirt on while curing ac-
tually improves the flavour. 

Curing is the second step in the gar-
lic harvest, and it takes about a month. 
The whole plant should be placed on a 
shelf, a table or even the floor of a gar-
den shed, as long as it’s not damp and 
there’s some air flow. When the stalk 
is completely dry (no green showing), 
it’s time for cleanup. If you lifted your 
garlic at the beginning of August, they 
should be ready now if they weren’t ear-
lier.

Rudack recommends a video from 
West Coast Seeds that demonstrates the 
clean-up process. The only tools needed 
are a good pair of kitchen scissors and 
an old tooth brush. First, the stem is 
cut off about three to five inches from 
the bulb. Next, the roots are trimmed 
close to the bulb, again being careful 
not to pierce or bruise it. The dry brush 
is used to clean the dirt away from the 
bulb and to remove the first layer of 
skin. 

Reusable net produce bags are good 
for storage, as they let the air in, just 
as hanging in a dark, dry place is ideal. 
You’ll also want some place that’s acces-
sible, as you’ll be making use of your 
garlic all winter. 

Though some produce, such as gar-
lic, requires special handling or curing, 
for the most part, Rudack says “it’s the 
weather that dictates what to do.” For 
instance, many people have already 
harvested their tomatoes and peppers 
because of the frost that was forecast 
last weekend. People also tend to wait 

until after the first frost to dig carrots
and beets, as they feel it improves the 
flavour. Potatoes, of course, can be dug
as soon as they’re a reasonable size. It’s 
no fun digging them when the ground 
is wet and cold, so we should take ad-
vantage of good weather whenever we 
have it.

Besides harvesting the produce it-
self, Rudack has harvested seeds for 
many years and coordinates the seed 
exchange at the public library. “It’s too 
wet to collect seeds right now,” she said
early this week. Apparently, seeds need 
the right conditions to ripen. She also 
thinks in terms of “meeting a need.”
With costs always going up, she thinks 
the seed library is likely to become 
more and more popular.

This year, Rudack will also be taking 
part in the perennial plant exchange 
taking place at the community garden 
on Saturday, Sept. 26, starting at 1 p.m.
This informal event is being hosted
by the Indian Head Horticultural So-
ciety as part of their centennial year
celebrations. Kathy Robb, chair of the
horticultural society says this: “If you 
are busy dividing your perennials or 
digging bulbs and would like them to 
find a new home, or if you are looking 
for something to fill in that vacant spot 
in your own garden, come on down and 
see what’s available.”

Robb also reminds interested persons
that this event is free. Furthermore,
though it’s billed as an “exchange,”
gardeners “don’t need to bring a plant
to take a plant.”  

As I said, for me this was a rather dis-
couraging year for gardening, but I’d be 
interested in how it was for you. Was it 
a bountiful season? What did well and 
what not so well? What will you do dif-
ferently next year? In the meantime, 
here’s wishing you a happy harvest.

As always, contact akyddwrt@sask-
tel.net with comments or suggestions.

Friends and Neighbours

Indian Head gardeners busy putting gardens to bed

Garden fresh
A sample of some of the produce that was grown at the Indian Head community garden this year.
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