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By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

White City town council is poised to 
adopt a new council remuneration pol-
icy that would move elected officials to 
a base salary-plus-stipend compensation 
model beginning in 2026, replacing the 
town’s existing system of per-meeting 
and per-hour payments.

Council is set to consider Policy 033-
25, which would repeal the current Pol-
icy 015-22 and introduce fixed annual 
base salaries for the mayor, deputy 
mayor and councillors, with additional 
stipends tied to specific appointed roles 
and responsibilities. The item appeared 
on the agenda for Council’s regular 
meeting on Dec. 10.

Under the proposed policy, annual 
base salaries would be calculated as a 
percentage of a Saskatchewan MLA’s 
salary. The mayor would receive 15 per 
cent, the deputy mayor 12.5 per cent, and 
councillors 10 per cent. Based on current 
MLA salaries, that would translate to 
base pay of about $16,666 for the mayor, 
$13,889 for the deputy mayor and $11,111 
for councillors.

The base salary would cover regular 
and special council meetings, public 
hearings, committee of the whole meet-
ings, meetings with administration or 
other governments, training sessions 
and community events. Additional sti-
pends would be paid for service on ex-
ternal boards, sub-committees, advisory 
groups and regional organizations, in-
cluding the WCRM158 Wastewater Au-
thority and the Saskatchewan Urban 
Municipalities Association annual con-
vention.

Stipend amounts vary depending on 
the role. For example, the chair of the 
WCRM158 Wastewater Authority would 
receive $4,700 annually, while members 
would receive $4,100. Sub-committee 
chairs would earn $1,500, while mem-
bers would receive $1,000. Attendance at 
the SUMA convention would be compen-
sated at $500 per day.

The policy also introduces automatic 
deductions for missed meetings, with 
amounts ranging from $100 for a public 
hearing to $230 for a regular or special 
council meeting. Stipends could be for-
feited if members miss more than half of 
the meetings tied to a specific appoint-
ment.

Council members would still be eligi-
ble to submit special remuneration re-
quests for duties not covered under the 
policy or for work requiring extra time 
or effort, subject to council approval at 
a rate of $80 per hour. Mileage and ex-
pense reimbursements remain largely 
unchanged, including a $75 monthly flat 
vehicle allowance for local travel.

Administration estimates the annual 
cost of the proposed remuneration model
at roughly $160,000, excluding benefits
and travel expenses, which it says is in 
line with the town’s 2025 forecast. Based 
on current responsibilities, total remu-
neration for individual members would 
range from about $18,400 to $27,100 annu-
ally.

The move follows a months-long re-
view of council remuneration prompted 
by concerns over administrative com-
plexity and budget predictability under 
the existing per-meeting system. Admin-
istration reviewed several models before 
council directed staff in October to pro-
ceed with a base salary and stipend ap-
proach.

How councillors are remunerated be-
came a point of interest in recent weeks 
as one member of the table had been ac-
cused of withdrawing $40,000 in grant 
funds from a daycare in order to fund a 
personal business venture. Currently, 
those funds are being held in trust by a 
Regina law firm.

The Creative Cubs Daycare Centre is-
sued a letter to Councillor Shahnaz Sul-
tana to repay the $40,000 she withdrew 
back in June while a director with the 
organization. The funds were issued to 
the daycare by the provincial govern-
ment through the Early Learning and 
Child Care grant.

Christmas is in the air
-

-
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White City council to consider
new remuneration policy

Moving to a base salary plus stipend
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Representing our communities in the 
Legislature is an honour Please reach 
out our offices if there is anything you 
would like to discuss. We look forward 
to hearing from you.
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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

After months of growing pub-
lic pressure and years of safety 
concerns, the Saskatchewan 
Ministry of Highways has offi-
cially taken a significant step 
toward long-awaited improve-
ments along Highway 247, issu-
ing a SaskTenders posting for 
full surfacing design work on the 
deteriorating Qu’Appelle Valley 
route.

The competition was posted 
Nov. 20 and closes Dec. 11. It calls 
for engineering services to de-
sign a major resurfacing project 
along the entire stretch of High-
way 247 from Highway 9 north of 
Whitewood to Highway 47 north 
of Grenfell, a route spanning 
approximately 49.8 kilometres. 
According to the tender docu-
ments, construction tendering is 
anticipated for fall 2026 and 2027, 
indicating a phased approach 
to delivering the long-discussed 
upgrades. The Ministry is seek-
ing consultants to complete sur-
facing design work and prepare 
the full tender package needed to 
move the project from concept to 
construction.

The tender comes at a time 
when advocacy for repairs on 
Highway 247 has grown rapidly. 
In October, residents, cottagers, 
and frequent travelers formed 
the Fix Highway 247 campaign 
to highlight what they described 
as dangerous and worsening 
road conditions. The group has 

been gathering photos, videos, 
and personal accounts that show 
crumbling shoulders, deep pot-
holes, and a narrowing surface 
that forces drivers—particularly 
those hauling boats, campers, 
and trailers—to choose between 
traveling down the middle of 
the road or hugging the edge to 
avoid damage. Business owners 
along the route say the deterio-
rating highway not only poses 
a safety hazard but discourages
tourism in a region deeply reli-
ant on lake traffic.

Willy Kuzub, owner of West
End Resort at Round Lake, home 
to nearly 300 campsites, told 
Grasslands News in October that 
the problems have gone beyond 
basic repair. “The shoulders 
keep crumbling and it keeps get-
ting narrower. It’s long past the 
point of being able to just throw 
down some fresh asphalt. Right 
now, it’s a death trap. It’s a crap 
highway,” he said. Highway 247 
serves as the primary access 
to seven major campgrounds 
at Crooked and Round Lakes, 
amounting to roughly 690 camp-
sites, and is promoted by the 
province as a scenic alternative
to the Trans-Canada Highway. 
Government traffic maps show 
daily volumes of 360 vehicles on 
the Round Lake–Highway 9 sec-
tion and 300 vehicles between 
Crooked Lake and Highway 47—
levels that emphasize the road’s 
importance and the need for
safer conditions.

Concerns have also intensi-

fied following Kahkewistahaw 
First Nation’s announcement of
a major tourism development 
planned for Bird’s Point on 
Round Lake. The project, which 
includes 100 to 200 new camp-
sites, rental cabins, a waterpark, 
a nine-hole golf course, and a
drive-in theatre, is expected to 
significantly increase traffic on 
a route already struggling under 
current demand. Advocates note 
that tourism contributes more 
than $2.85 billion annually to 
Saskatchewan’s economy, and 
many of the recreation vehicles 
traveling the valley carry assets 
worth hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. They argue that the eco-
nomic stakes make upgrading 
Highway 247 both urgent and

necessary.
Residents have also offered 

practical ideas for improving the 
route without altering the natu-
ral beauty of the Qu’Appelle Val-
ley. Terry Smith of Coyote Gulch 
said he does not want to see a full
reconstruction that straightens 
hills or curves, fearing it would 
encourage speeding and disrupt 
the valley’s scenic charm. In-
stead, he proposes adding two 
feet of hauled-in gravel to each
shoulder before resurfacing the 
road with new tarmac. “An ad-
ditional two feet of road surface 
on both sides will make passing
exponentially safer,” he said, 
adding that a modest widening 
preserves the valley’s character 
while addressing serious safety 

concerns.
While the new SaskTenders 

posting signals meaningful 
progress, the timeline remains 
lengthy, with design work ex-
pected to be completed over the 
next year and construction ten-
ders scheduled for 2026 and 2027. 

For residents who have spent 
years complaining about the
road’s decline, lobbying munic-
ipal leaders, and pressing the 
province for action, the tender
represents an overdue but en-
couraging step toward long-
awaited improvements. The Fix
Highway 247 is likely to continue 
to monitor progress closely to 
ensure that the dangerous con-
ditions motorists have faced for 
decades are finally addressed.

Care home taking shape
The long-term care home in Grenfell is beginning to take shape. Photos captured by a 

Tender issued for major
upgrades to Highway 247
After years of complaints, province 
begins addressing valley highway
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Fort Qu’Appelle Ministerial Invite you to join in Celebrating Jesus the Christ this Christmas Season
Community, Blue Christmas 

Service held at 
St Andrew’s United Church

Wednesday Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. 
(a time to light a candle of 

memorial and hope). 
Led by Qu’Appelle House of Prayer 

– St. Andrews United.
Our Saviour Lutheran Church

Sundays at 10 a.m.                                                                                                                
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
at 7 p.m. and 11 p.m.                                                               

Dec. 25 Christmas Day at 10 a.m.

St John’s Anglican Church  
Sunday Services at 11 a.m.                                                                                                      

Dec. 24 at 7p.m. Christmas Eve 
Service of Holy Communion

Valley Alliance Church                                                                          
Dec. 21 at 10:30 a.m Sunday 
School Christmas Program                                                

Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Service

Roman Catholic Church
Dec. 13 at 10 a.m.

 Advent Retreat 

Fort Qu’Appelle at 10 a.m.                                                         
Dec. 18 at 6 p.m.

Advent Reconciliation, Lebret  
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve                                                                                                             

at 5 p.m.

 Mass at File Hills                                                                                                  
7:30 p.m.

  Mass at Fort Qu’Appelle                                                                                                 
9:30 p.m.  

Mass at Lebret                                                                                              
Dec. 25  at 10 a.m. 

Mass at Balcarres                                                                                      
Dec. 31 at 7:30 p.m. 

 Mass at Lebret                                                                                           
Jan. 1 at 9 a.m.  

Mass at Fort Qu’Appelle                                                                                       
at 10:30 a.m.

Mass at Balcarres
St Andrews United Church                            

Sundays at 10:30 
Worship and Sunday School       

                                                                             
Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. Community Blue 

Christmas Candle Service             
Dec. 21 at 10:30 a.m.
Worship and Sunday 
School Presentation                                              

Dec. 24 at 7 p.m.
 Christmas Eve Candle 

Light Service                                                                       
Dec. 31 New Years Eve  
7-12 p.m. Family Social 

(bring finger food snacks & games)

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

A trip from Durazno, 
Uruguay to Regina can 
stretch close to 30 hours, 
but for brothers Guzmán 
“Pepe” Alfonso and Fer-
nando Alfonso, the op-
portunity to connect with 
Canadian cattle produc-
ers makes the long haul 
worthwhile.

“It was quite a long 
trip,” Pepe said during a 
visit to Canadian Western 
Agribition. “Four or five 
flights, 28 hours. But it’s 
totally worth it. We love 
coming to Canada, meet-
ing people we’re already 
friends with. It’s fun to 
get in touch with every-
one again.”

The Alfonsos repre-
sent Las Anitas, one of 
Uruguay’s most promi-
nent Hereford operations, 
founded by Spanish im-
migrant José Alfonso 
in 1902. Their ranch has 
held annual sales since 
1938 and has grown into a 
global exporter of semen 
and embryos. Though 
they have toured Sas-
katchewan ranches many 
times, this year marked 
their first visit to Agribi-
tion.

“We’ve been here (Sas-
katchewan) five or six 
times, touring ranches, 
building relationships, 
learning from the ag sec-
tor here,” Fernando said. 
“We were invited by PJ 
Budler and the World 
Hereford Champion. We 
got Miss World last year—
the best Hereford cow in 
the world (for La Coneja) 
—so that brought us here, 
and hopefully we’ll keep 
coming.”

Las Anitas ships genet-
ics across South America, 
Canada, Africa, Asia and 
Australia. Global tensions 
and shifting tariffs have 
caused uncertainty in ag-
riculture, but Fernando 
said their segment has 
avoided impacts so far.

“Not so much in our 
sector,” he said. “We have 
other challenges—san-
itary and bureaucratic 
challenges between gov-

ernments. It’s a crazy 
world, and some aspects
have impacted ag, but in 
the genetic part, not so 
much.”

Herefords remain Uru-
guay’s leading breed, fol-
lowed closely by Angus. 
But the Alfonsos note that 
modern South American
Herefords have diverged 
significantly from their 
British ancestors.

“Nowadays they’re like 
two different breeds,” Fer-
nando said. “The original 
British lines are more
white and probably don’t 
have as much middle as 
cattle here in Canada or 
South America. The mar-
kets are different, and 
both have strengths and 
weaknesses.”

Environment plays 
a defining role. With no 
harsh winters at home, 
the Alfonsos select cattle 
that thrive on year-round 
grazing—intermediate 
animals, not oversized, 
and capable of regaining 
condition quickly after 
winter.

“In Uruguay, cattle 
graze all year,” Fernando 
said. “We don’t have 
snow—just a little frost. 
Cows lose conditioning in 
winter and need to adapt 
and gain fat again. So, it’s 
important that they de-
velop on grass.”

That system has cre-
ated a demand in other 
regions for Las Anitas ge-
netics—animals that can 
“strive easily on natural
conditions,” Fernando 
said.

While the Alfonsos 
were taking in their first 
Agribition, one Austra-
lian breeder was marking 
yet another return.

Greg Ebbeck of Six
Star Speckle Park, located 
near Bundanoon, New 
South Wales, has been 
coming to Regina for de-
cades. His operation has 
sourced genetics from 
Agribition since before he 
ever raised Speckle Park.

“We’ve bought a lot 
of genetics out of Agri-
bition over the years,” 
Ebbeck said. “Herefords
first, then Red Angus, and 

then when we started the 
Speckle Park breed.”

This year was no ex-
ception.

“We’ve bought a bull,
and we’ve bought rights 
on a couple of cows to 
flush for embryo-transfer 
work,” he said. “It never 
stops.”

Though the breed was 
developed in Saskatch-
ewan, Ebbeck estimates 
there are now more
Speckle Park cattle in 
Australia than in Canada.

“We’ve got probably 
in the vicinity of 3,500 to 
4,000 registered females,” 
he said. Canada, by com-
parison, has just over 
1,300. “It’s coming up 
nearly 20 years, but it’s 
grown like topsy.”

Ebbeck attributes that 
growth to a combination 
of promotion and perfor-
mance.

“It was easy to pro-
mote because the meat 
quality is outstanding,” 
he said. “We’ve done a 
lot of hands-on meat tast-
ing, carcass testing, feed 
conversion trials against
Shorthorns, Angus, Her-
efords. They come out on 
top year after year. The
bottom line is the meat is 
so good.”

Australian cattle prices 
trail those in North Amer-
ica—about half as much, 
Ebbeck estimates—but
producers are cautiously 
optimistic.

“We’ve been rising 
in the last four or five 
months,” he said. “Good 
steers are about $6 a kilo. 
They’re predicting we’ll 
be $8, maybe $9 or $10 
by Easter next year. The 
American thing has been 
off its tree—it’s ridicu-
lously high—so we’d love 
to get to that position.”

Ebbeck said relaxed 
U.S. tariffs on Australian 
beef should also help.

“It was only 10 per 
cent, but it will make a 
difference,” he said. “The 
American market is big 
for us for ground beef 
more than anything.”

Australian producers 
have endured a decade of 
extremes—fires, droughts 

and widespread flood-
ing—and the variability 
continues.

“Some in the south
have been extremely dry, 
and areas in Queensland 
and northern New South 
Wales have been flooded 
to the extremes,” Ebbeck 
said. “At home, we had a 
wet winter and then it just 
stopped. Now it’s been 
very dry, windy and hot.”

Despite those swings, 
Speckle Park cattle have 

adapted well, he said—
just as they were bred to 
endure Canadian winters.

“They handle the heat 
extremely well,” Ebbeck 
said. “We’ve got calves 
being born at home in 
January at 38 or 40 de-
grees, and you guys are 
at –38. The difference is 
ridiculous, but they’re 
tough. Very tough.”

For the Alfonsos and 
Ebbeck alike, events like 
Agribition remain a valu-

able stop on the global 
cattle-genetics circuit—
part marketplace, part 
reunion, and part proving 
ground for breeds shaped 
by very different parts of 
the world.

“We’re lucky to travel 
to different parts of the 
world, making friends, 
learning and having good 
relationships through cat-
tle,” Guzmán said. “That’s 
what keeps us coming
back.”

First Agribition

Agribition event in Regina recently, in the continuing quest to enhance their 

herd in Uruguay. 

Sask. cattle genetics a
draw for global producers
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By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

Police are urging resi-
dents to be vigilant after 
a recent surge in so-called 
“grandparent” or “emer-
gency” scams led to mul-
tiple victims and charges 
against two Quebec resi-
dents accused of collect-
ing tens of thousands of 
dollars from seniors in 
Saskatchewan.

The Regina Police 
Service and White Butte 
RCMP say they have re-
ceived several new re-
ports in recent days, with 
six confirmed victims 
between the two jurisdic-
tions. Combined, those 
victims were defrauded 
of more than $40,000. Po-
lice believe the true losses 
are much higher, and that 
the majority of cases — as 
many as 90 per cent — go 
unreported.

On Dec. 2, RPS arrested 
two suspects as part of an 
ongoing province-wide 
investigation into coor-
dinated fraud activity. 
Approximately $20,000 in 
stolen money was recov-
ered.

Ciprian Teodor, 50, and 
Alexandra Condurache, 
40, both of Quebec, face 
multiple charges, includ-
ing two counts of fraud 
over $5,000, one count of 
fraud under $5,000 and 

two counts of attempted 
fraud over $5,000. Teodor 
is also charged with fail-
ing to comply with condi-
tions of an undertaking. 
Both made their first 
court appearance in Re-
gina Provincial Court on 
Dec. 3. Condurache was 
set to appear for a bail 
hearing on Dec. 8 and Te-
odor’s bail hearing was 
slated for Dec. 12.

Investigators say the 
pair are believed to be 
connected to a larger or-
ganized fraud operation — 
the type increasingly seen 
across the country.

“The groups that do 
this have been doing it 
for a long time,” said Sgt. 
Krieger of the Regina Po-
lice Service’s financial 
crimes unit. “They are 
part of organized crime 
groups across Canada - 
they’re not just local to 
Saskatchewan. These or-
ganized crime groups will 
send people to Saskatche-
wan to pick this up. The 
people that are making 
those phone calls are not 
in Saskatchewan. They’ve 
been sophisticated and 
they create that urgency 
when they call some-
body.”

The recent wave of 
cases follows a similar 
trend reported by Saska-
toon police the week be-
fore. Information shared 
between agencies allowed 
investigators to match a 
suspect photo from Saska-
toon with reports coming 
into Regina on Dec. 2.

Officers soon located 
the same individual al-
legedly picking up cash 
from Regina victims. Both 
suspects were arrested 
later that day with assis-
tance from multiple RPS 
units.

Police say they expect 
more charges as the in-
vestigation continues 

and more victims come 
forward. Losses in Regina 
alone are already esti-
mated at nearly $38,000. 
When combined with 
RCMP and Saskatoon 
files, officers believe the 
total reported losses could 
surpass $70,000.

How the scam works
In the scam, a caller 

pretends to be a relative 
in distress. The scenario 
usually involves an arrest, 
a car crash, or another 
high-pressure emergency 
requiring immediate cash 
for bail.

The phone is then 
passed to someone posing 
as a police officer, law-
yer or judge. This person 
tells the victim that a “gag 
order” is in place and 
warns them not to speak 
to anyone, including other 
family members, friends 
or their bank. A courier 
is then sent directly to the 
victim’s home to collect 
cash.

“The whole idea for 
that is so that they don’t 
tell family, friends, the 

bank,” Krieger explained 
of the gag order method. 
“One of the things that 
they also might tell a vic-
tim is if you go to the bank 
and they ask you where 
the money’s coming from, 
say it’s for a purchase of 
a car or renovations or a 
trip. And that’s because 
banks have been getting 
very good with asking 
people to try and avoid 
this off the hop.”

Krieger said scammers 
will sometimes deliber-
ately obscure their voice 
by crying or speaking qui-
etly to make it harder for 
the victim to identify that 
it is not actually their rel-
ative on the phone.

In other cases, callers 
are more targeted, using 
personal details mined 
from social media to cre-
ate a convincing back-
story.

“Don’t feel ashamed if 
you did fall victim to not 
just this scam, any scam,” 
Krieger said. “There are 
doctors, lawyers, busi-
ness owners, police of-

ficers that fall victim to 
scams just the same. Just 
because you might have 
been victim, as much as 
it’s easy to beat yourself 
up for it, it’s still imper-
ative that we know so we 
can maybe get some funds 
back, and if we can’t, at 
least maybe see if we can 
hold people accountable 
or prevent them from 
doing it to somebody else.” 

The White Butte RCMP 
reported three complaints 
in a 24-hour period earlier 
this week. Staff Sgt. Mi-
chael Shortland said the 
sudden spike prompted 
police to reach out to 
media to warn the public 
and identify additional 
victims.

“If we don’t know about 
it, we can investigate it,” 
Shortland told Grasslands 
News, advising people 
to report information 
no matter how insignifi-
cant it may seem. “Even 
though someone may not 
have been actually vic-
timized, their informa-
tion could be vital to the 
overall investigation and 
could provide that last 
piece of information or ev-
idence that we need to fur-
ther our investigations.” 

Shortland echoed that 
there is no circumstance 
in which a legitimate 
police officer would tell 
someone not to contact 
their family, their bank or 
another authority.

“That’s a huge red 
flag,” he said.

He urged people to 
trust their instincts and 
hang up if anything feels 
suspicious. Requests for 
payment through gift 
cards, cryptocurrency, 
wire transfers or large 
cash withdrawals are all 
signs of potential fraud.

“It’s very difficult for 
the police to recover any 
amount of funds if they’ve 

been sent in a phone 
scam,” Shortland said. 
“So, if that’s happened, 
I urge anyone to contact 
their bank immediately. 

Both police services 
stressed that coordina-
tion between agencies was 
essential to making the ar-
rests earlier this week.

“These crimes cross 
borders and jurisdic-
tions,” Shortland said. 
“Whether it’s provin-
cial or international, it’s 
crucial for the police to 
be working together in 
order to identify victims, 
suspects, and being able 
to successfully conclude 
those files.

Despite the arrests, po-
lice warn the scam is not 
likely to disappear.

“I think that it’s going 
to continue to happen,” 
Krieger said. “Fraud is 
one of the biggest increas-
ing crime trends that 
we’ve seen in policing in 
not just Canada, but all 
over. I know that this will 
happen again. What my 
hope is that anytime that 
they come here, there’s 
going to be a chance that 
we’re able to capture peo-
ple.”

Getting information 
out to the public and edu-
cating people about scams 
is one way to help combat 
the crime.

“I would hope it would 
also encourage anybody to 
call us right away if they 
get these kinds of scams 
or deter people from giv-
ing money over in the first 
place,” he said.

Police urge anyone who 
believes they have been 
targeted or victimized to 
contact RPS at 306-777-6500 
or the RCMP at 310-RCMP. 
More information about 
protecting yourself from 
fraud is available through 
the Canadian Anti-Fraud 
Centre.
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Esterhazy
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Grenfell
306-697-3558
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306-334-2923
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LANDFILL

WINTER HOURS
• Dec. 1 to March 31 •

Monday to Friday 9:00 to 4:30
Saturday and Sunday Closed

Closed Statutory Holidays
SUMMER HOURS
• April 1 to Nov. 30 •
Monday to Saturday

8:00 to 4:30
Sunday Closed

Closed Statutory Holidays
ACCEPTING: Used oil, filters and containers; 

Used Antifreeze; Batteries; Select household 
chemicals; Grain Bags & Twine; Concrete; 
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Info: northvalleywaste.ca

Police catch two involved with grandparent scams

Scammers caught

crimes unit speaks with media about recent arrests in-

volving scam phone calls. Staff Sgt. Michael Shortland, 

right, of the White Butte RCMP explains how cooperation 

between police services around the province assisted in 

nabbing two suspects last week.



By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

If you live in the Prairies or plan on 
travelling to or through the Prairies, you 
will probably be watching the weather. 
Prairie weather is often described as 
unpredictable and sudden, and the Ca-
nadian government has launched a new 
alert system to help protect Canadians 
and help keep everyone safe. 

Environment and Climate Change 
Canada will now be using a color-coded 
system to make it easier to understand 
the severity of extreme weather and any 
risks that people might need to know 
about.

For each weather hazard (whether it 
be rain, wind, snow, tornadoes, etc.), you 
will see three levels of impact (moderate, 
high, or extreme). The weather alert col-
ors move from yellow, to orange, to red, 
as the potential risk increases. 

At each level of impact, the forecast 
will describe how the weather will affect 
general daily life, travel, utilities and 
services, land and structures, human 
health, and societal recovery.

Each type of weather alert now in-
cludes a color — yellow, orange or red — 
to show the seriousness of the weather 
event.
• Yellow alerts are the most common. 
They are issued when hazardous weather 
may cause damage, disruption, or health 
impacts. Impacts are likely moderate, lo-
calized, and/or short-term.
• Orange alerts are issued when severe 
weather is likely to cause significant 
damage, disruption, or health impacts. 
Impacts can be major, widespread, and/
or may last a few days.
• Red alerts are rare. They are issued 
when very dangerous and possibly 
life-threatening weather will cause ex-
treme damage and disruption. Impacts 
have the potential to be extensive, wide-
spread, and prolonged.

Below are some examples of alerts 
that may be experienced at this time of 
year in our areas:

Ice (freezing rain, freezing drizzle, 
flash freeze)

Adverse impacts are expected due to 
icy surfaces and ice buildup.

Moderate (yellow)
Travel delays due to icy routes and ve-

hicle collisions:
• accumulation on powerlines, bridges 
and other infrastructure
• Some utility outages
• Some property damage, broken 
branches
• Risk of injury due to slips and falls or 
falling ice or debris

High (orange)
• Significant travel delays, multiple vehi-
cle collisions
• Damage to powerlines, bridges, and 
other infrastructure
• Widespread utility outages
• Major property damage, treefall
• Increased risk of injury due to slips and 
falls or falling ice or debris

Extreme (red)
• Widespread, dangerous travel condi-
tions, including vehicle pileups
• Utility poles and towers collapse
• Long duration, widespread utility out-
ages
• Widespread property damage, trees de-
stroyed
• Critical infrastructure compromised

Winter Storm
Adverse impacts are expected from 

multiple types of severe winter weather.
Moderate (yellow)

• Travel disruptions due to route clo-
sures, vehicle collisions, and winter con-
ditions
• Local utility interruptions or outages
• Larger tree branches broken

High (orange)
• Dangerous travel conditions; wide-

spread travel delays and road closures
• Vehicles and passengers stranded, nu-
merous vehicle collisions
• Utility outages
• Structural damage to roofs/buildings
• Significant tree damage
• Essential services delays; significant 
delays for emergency responders

Extreme (red)
• Travel unsafe; prolonged, widespread 
travel delays
• Vehicles and passengers stranded for 
long periods
• Prolonged, widespread utility outages
• Major damage and destruction to homes 
and buildings
• Stands of trees flattened or destroyed
• Prolonged essential services disruption

Visibility (including blizzards,
blowing snow, dust, fog)

Adverse impacts are expected due to 
widespread poor visibility.

Moderate (yellow)
• Routes difficult to navigate
• Travel delays and disruptions due to 
route closures, collisions, gridlock

High (orange)
• Travel dangerous to impossible
• Widespread travel disruption, multiple 
collisions
• Increased risk of disorientation or be-
coming lost over short distances
• Some vehicles and passengers stranded
• Major delays for emergency response

Extreme (red)
• Travel extremely dangerous and/or im-
possible
• Prolonged, widespread travel disrup-
tion
• Vehicles and passengers stranded for 

long periods
• Significant impact on delivery of essen-
tial goods and services
• High risk for mass casualty incidents
affecting emergency responders and hos-
pitals.

Snow
Adverse impacts are expected due to 

significant snowfall accumulations.
Moderate (yellow)

• Travel disruptions due to route clo-
sures, vehicle collisions, and conditions
• Injuries due to exertion, falls

High (orange)
• Travel dangerous due to accumulated
snow, route closures, and multiple vehi-
cle collisions
• Long travel delays
• Property and/or tree damage
• Roofs at increased risk of collapsing
under the weight of snow

Extreme (high)
• Travel extremely unsafe or impossible
• Significant property and/or tree dam-
age
• Damage to some critical infrastructure
• Snowed-in residents, numerous inju-
ries due to exertion and/or collapsing 
structures/trees
• Essential services delays; significant
delays for emergency responders

There are many more examples on the 
Environment Canada web site that can
be viewed. 

When you see or receive an alert, re-
member that they go from yellow, to or-
ange, to red as steps towards the level of 
severity. Every type of weather alert—
Warnings, Advisories, and Watches—
now has a color when it is issued. 
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306-352-2552
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“Doing a smiling business for over a decade and a half”

Tru-Fit Denture Clinic
For all your denture needs:

Housing Available
Melville, Yorkton, and Canora
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Tammy Oryschak
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Rachelle Schill
Registered Nurse - Foot Care Nurse
Relief and maintenance of callusing, 
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Assessment and
maintenance of

Relief and maintenance of callusing, 
corns, ingrown, thickened toenails

and hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

Weather alerts are now color coded for severity
Hazardous, severe and very dangerous 

More support for local health care 
as RRRI strengthens rural staffing

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Several communities within the 
Grasslands News coverage region stand 
to benefit from Saskatchewan’s ongoing 
expansion of the Rural and Remote Re-
cruitment Incentive (RRRI) program, as 
the province adds more locations and ad-
ditional funding to support health-care 
staffing in rural areas.

The RRRI program—offering up to 
$50,000 for a three-year return-in-ser-
vice commitment—is designed to attract 
nurses, medical technicians, continuing 
care assistants and other high-priority 
health professionals to communities fac-
ing health-care staffing shortages. While 
the latest expansion adds Edam, Battl-
eford and Hudson Bay, many centres 
already eligible under the program are 
located directly within Grasslands News 
territory, including Fort Qu’Appelle, 
Indian Head, Grenfell, Melville, Broad-
view, Wolseley, Kipling, Esterhazy, Moo-
somin and Yorkton. These communities 
rely heavily on recruiting and retaining 
health-care workers to maintain stable 
emergency, acute care and long-term 
care services.

Rural and Remote Health Minister 
Lori Carr said the RRRI has proven to be 
an important tool for communities out-
side the major centres. She noted that the 
program has been very successful in at-
tracting highly sought-after health-care 
workers to rural areas where they are 
most needed and said the government re-
mains committed to improving access to 
high-quality care close to home. For local 
facilities such as the All Nations’ Healing 
Hospital in Fort Qu’Appelle, the Kipling 

and Wolseley health centres, the Moo-
somin Southeast Integrated Care Centre 
and Melville’s regional services, the in-
centive has become a key part of efforts 
to fill positions that have been difficult 
to recruit.

More than 500 hard-to-fill health-care 
positions have been staffed directly 
through the RRRI program since its 
launch, helping stabilize service deliv-
ery in rural and northern communi-
ties. Saskatchewan Health Authority 
Vice-President Julia Pemberton said 
that expanding the incentive continues 
to strengthen local teams and that by in-
vesting in the health-care workforce, the 
province can help ensure residents have 
access to safe, equitable care as close to 
home as possible.

The RRRI program is funded at $8.7 
million for 2025-26, including support for 
up to 180 additional applicants. Phase 1 
concluded in March with more than 400 
participants still completing their three-
year service commitments. The program 
is a central component of Saskatche-
wan’s Health Human Resources Action 
Plan, now in its fourth year, which fo-
cuses on recruitment, training, incen-
tives and retention. Other incentive 
programs such as the Rural Physician In-
centive Program and specialist recruit-
ment supports bring the province’s total 
investment in these efforts to $13 million.

With many southeast Saskatchewan 
communities continuing to face EMS 
pressures, nursing shortages and compe-
tition for specialized staff, the expanded 
RRRI program remains an important tool 
in supporting hospitals, primary care 
centres and long-term care homes across 
the Grasslands News coverage area.
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Editor

“For the cause that needs assistance; 
for the wrong that needs resistance; 

the future in the distance and 
the good that we can do.”

A Christmas 
wish for MLAs to 

‘smarten up’
If  I see old Santa Claus leading up to Christmas, I’m 

going to pull up a chair (might break his leg if  I sat on 
his knee!) and have a little chat. My plea would not be to 
receive toys or presents, but for general decorum in a cer-
tain building in Regina.

Here’s my Christmas wish for all the MLAs after the 
fall sitting of  the Legislative Assembly wrapped: that you 
all get a lump of  coal and a switch, maybe even a bar of  
soap as well for some of  you. 

I know sandbox antics during Question Period are 
nothing new but come on – this is getting ridiculous. What 
is the point of  this absolute silliness? These members are 
paid exceedingly well to represent the average Saskatche-
wan citizen and what do we get in return? Embarrassingly 
awful examples of  how humans interact with each other. 
Bottom line, every MLA is compensated handsomely to do 
a job – quit bickering and get to work!

Or, as NDP childcare critic Joan Pratchler succinctly 
exclaimed during a rally about $10 childcare over the sum-
mer, “smarten up!” Indeed, it’s time for all the MLAs sit-
ting to heed those words. 

What I’d like to see is answers to questions like why 
isn’t there a CT scanner in the area after we’ve been lied to 
for the past five years that it’s a ‘top priority’? Even when 
someone who has strongly voiced the need for such a unit 
rises to a position representing us at the provincial level 
and maybe advance the issue further, we get crickets in-
stead of  explanations. 

Or how someone describing the situation within EMS 
services can get unceremoniously discharged without re-
percussions. Instead of  doing something – or even saying 
something - ignore that problem, pretend it doesn’t exist, 
and take another selfie to show how ‘out in the commu-
nity’ these supposed representatives are portraying them-
selves.

The temporary rural hospital closures – at least we 
have a once-a-day update at 4:30 p.m. buried on the SHA 
website that the local ER may or may not be available. But 
yet, we can track a snow plow in real time on the High-
ways Hotline app (don’t get me wrong, I absolutely love 
that feature and the fine folks who operate those rigs!). 
Again, nobody can seem to figure out a way to better in-
form people. Meanwhile, social media posts aplenty fea-
ture politicians at events and fundraisers. Surely, they 
could share a post about the local ER being closed, as they 
also expect municipalities to do.

Even more frustrating is trying to get some answers 
out of  these folks – the very ones the public voted in to 
represent us. There are some MLAs I’ve been trying to 
get a hold of  since the last election for a simple comment, 
who at best have issued a canned statement in response 
to my query.

Granted, there are exceptions – I very much enjoy con-
versations with folks like our ag minister, Daryl Harri-
son, who always has fantastic insights – and from a bona 
fide longtime area producer to boot. Our export and trade 
minister Warren Kaeding never ceases to impress with his 
knowledge and enthusiasm about business in this prov-
ince. Another local representative who I’ve come to envy 
his excellent choice in suits is Brad Crassweller – surely, 
if  there was a ‘Best Dressed’ category at the Leg, he would 
get my vote. And he’s always happy to see a person, or at 
least that’s the vibe I get.

One side of  the Assembly floor uses a worn-out line 
about an “18-year-old tired government” while the other 
side shoots back how “lost and reckless” their counter-

The idea of  banning social media 
for children and teenagers has gained 
traction as Australia moves ahead 
with implementing restrictions that 
would bar youth under 16 from ac-
cessing major platforms. The debate 
has now landed in Canada, where 
people are asking whether adopting a 
similar ban could help address rising 
concerns about youth mental health, 
online harassment, and the addictive 
nature of  digital platforms. While the 
motivation is understandable, Canada 
should be cautious about following 
Australia’s path.

A blanket ban assumes that social 
media is uniformly harmful to all 
young people, but the reality is far 
more complex. For many teens, online 
platforms are not simply entertain-
ment; they are extensions of  their so-
cial and emotional lives. Social media 
connects young people to friends, 
shared interests, creative outlets, and 
supportive communities — particu-
larly for those who may feel isolated in 
their offline environments. Removing 
access entirely risks severing these 
meaningful connections and may do 

more damage to some youth than the 
content a ban seeks to eliminate.

Marginalized teens are especially 
vulnerable to unintended conse-
quences. Young people who struggle 
with acceptance at home or school 
often rely on online spaces as safe ha-
vens where they can explore identity, 
seek reassurance, or find understand-
ing peers. Cutting off  these lifelines 
without offering alternatives could in-
tensify their isolation and leave them 
without essential supports.

There is also the question of  
feasibility. Social media is deeply 
embedded in modern culture, and 
adolescents are often more technolog-
ically agile than the adults regulating 
them. If  Canada were to impose an 
outright ban, many youth would al-
most certainly look for ways around 
it — using borrowed devices, VPNs, 
or new platforms designed to slip 
past age restrictions. Instead of  elim-
inating risk, a ban could drive online 
activity underground, where parents 
and educators have even less visibil-
ity.

Rather than prohibition, Canada 

should pursue a strategy rooted in 
education, accountability, and resil-
ience. Digital-literacy programs that 
teach youth how to navigate online 
spaces safely, manage their screen 
time, protect their privacy, and rec-
ognize harmful behaviour would 
offer real, lasting benefits. At the 
same time, governments must push 
social-media companies to design 
safer environments for young users, 
implement meaningful age-appropri-
ate features, and strengthen content 
moderation.

The concerns prompting talk of  
a youth social-media ban are real 
and urgent. But good policy requires 
more than good intentions. Canada 
should resist the impulse to follow 
Australia’s lead and instead invest in 
solutions that empower young people 
rather than isolate them. Social media 
is a tool, and like any tool, its impact 
depends on how it is used. Our job 
is not to remove it from young peo-
ple’s hands, but to ensure they are 
equipped to use it safely, thoughtfully, 
and confidently.

- Chris Ashfield, Grasslands

When good intentions collide with real-world complexity

parts are, counting with their fingers how many days the 
NDP leader has been physically present. Spoiler alert: 
nobody cares! You’re both acting foolishly and that’s the 
real issue. Heck, if  I were House Speaker, I’d make these 
folks go sit in a corner to think about things instead of  
clarifying a point of  order and request a retraction of  
comments. Perhaps we’ll see that tactic invoked come the 

spring sitting. I’ll even bring the Irish Spring – I hear it
tastes wonderful!

At any rate, for those MLAs who have read this far and
aren’t irate with me yet, please eschew the drama and
get working for Saskatchewan. Make my Christmas wish
come true!

- Ryan Kiedrowski, Grasslands News



After your Thanksgiving 
meal, you might want to con-
sider taking what has been 
called a post-dinner “fart 
walk”— doctor’s orders. Gas-
troenterologists say a light 
stroll after a big holiday feast 
can help ease bloating and gas, 
according to experimental 
research that found mild 
activity such as walking 
or gentle cycling helps 
the body expel not only 
gas from one’s last meal but 
also gas “hanging around even at baseline,” leaving 
you feeling “better off than you started.” I guess we 
have to wait for Christmas.

A Florida man is facing felony animal cruelty 
charges after allegedly killing and eating his own 
pet peacocks in a heated dispute with a neighbor. 
Craig Vogt, 61, was arrested after admitting to dep-
uties that he slit the throats of the two birds and 
cooked them in a frying pan. Vogt had placed a let-
ter in his neighbor’s mailbox saying he’d killed the 
peacocks because the woman wouldn’t stop feeding 
them. He says he slaughtered them “out of spite” 
and he would continue doing it if she wouldn’t stop 
feeding them!

A child’s birthday party exploded into violence 
in Stockton, Calif., where four people (including 
three children ages 8, 9, and 14) were left dead after 
another tragic mass shooting during a family gath-
ering. Early indications suggested that “this may 
have been a targeted incident.”

Some people might be surprised to be know that 
the land with the most wild camels is Australia, 
and they are a big problem in the Outback. The first 
camels were brought over by British colonists in 
the 19th century because they could help explore 
the region better than horses. Today, as many as a 
million roam a territory of 1.3 million square miles, 
but this is no ordinary invasive species. “Females 
can give birth every two years and live up to 40 
years in the wild, meaning the number of camels 
can double every nine years. Weighing an average 
of 1,000 pounds, they roam in herds from fewer 
than 10 to several hundred, trampling ecosystems 
and destroying infrastructure.” Camels are famous 
for being able to go a long time without drinking, 
but “when they do get thirsty, they’re insatiable,” 
consuming 50 gallons a day. The animals are also 
“voracious” consumers of scarce food resources 
and they destabilize sand dunes. Solutions to the 
problem are definitely hard to come by. 

On the day he was scheduled to be sentenced for 
leaving his two-year-old daughter to die in a swel-
tering car, Christopher Scholtes committed sui-
cide at his Arizona home. Scholtes, 38, had pleaded 
guilty to second-degree murder and child abuse 
after he left his daughter in a car outside the family 
home for about three hours as temperatures soared 
to 109 F. He said he left her sleeping in her car seat 
because he didn’t want to wake her up. Prosecutors 
said Scholtes was distracted by video games and 
knew from past experience that the car and air con-
ditioning would automatically shut off after 30 min-
utes, despite telling police he left the air on to keep 
his daughter cool. Scholtes’ wife, a doctor, discov-
ered the child was missing when she returned from 
work, and allegedly texted her husband, “I told you 
to stop leaving them in the car. How many times 
have I told you?” Not enough apparently! That’s a 
terrible fate for a kid.

JD Vance is going to prison for threatening to 
kill JD Vance. Huh? A Michigan man with the same 
initials and last name as the vice president was sen-
tenced to two years in prison for online threats to 
kill President Trump and vice president JD Vance, 
whose full name is James David Vance. The 67-year-
old JD Vance – full name, James Donald Vance Jr. 
– pleaded guilty to three felony counts related to a 
series of violent threats posted on Bluesky earlier 
this year. Secret Service agents arrested him after 
tracing the posts, which also targeted Elon Musk 
and Donald Trump Jr. He has posted similar threats 
through the years, including a picture of his gun 
labelled “Anti MAGA tool.”

Despite what the GOP call violent threats from 
‘the far left’, President Donald Trump was the one 
who seemed to call for the execution of Democrats 
who urged the military and intelligence sectors to 
defy illegal orders. Despite the keyword “illegal,” 
Trump posted on Truth Social that the production 
and distribution of the video message constitutes 
“SEDITIOUS BEHAVIOR, punishable by DEATH!”

To me, it seems important to note that all six 
Democrats are veterans of the military or the intel-
ligence community. “Right now, the threats to our 
constitution aren’t just coming from abroad, but 
from right here at home,” the video stated. “Our 
laws are clear: You can refuse illegal orders. You 
can refuse illegal orders. You must refuse illegal 
orders.”

Until next time…

Gene Hauta 

It’s a Strange World

7www.grasslandsnews.ca Decemeber 12, 2025

LEN_N_20708_4C_H13800_Savings.indd   1 2020-09-03   2:59 PM

LEN_N_20708_4C_H13800_Savings.indd   1 2020-09-03   2:59 PM

You remain anonymous.

CRIMINALS 

Working to make our communities safer for over 25 years.

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The saying “it’s better 
to be safe than sorry” was 
tested last Wednesday 
in Whitewood when the 
school was placed into 
lockdown. The cause of 
the concern was an indi-
vidual walking near the 
school dressed in camou-
flage clothing, carrying 
what appeared to be a fire-
arm - which was reported 
to the police. 

At 3:15 p.m., the Broad-
view RCMP was notified 
of the suspicious person. 
Being close to the time 
when students are dis-
missed for the day and 
some would soon be ex-
iting the building, the 
RCMP immediately is-
sued a warning to the 
school, and a hold and se-
cure protocol was put into 
place. 

Upon investigation, it 
was found that the indi-
vidual was a young adult 
from the community who 
was located at their home 
and a weapon was not lo-
cated.  However, photos 
posted on social media of 
the person showed them 

carrying what appeared 
to be a homemade wooden 
firearm. 

The incident was not 
criminal in nature so the 
hold and secure was re-
moved from the school by 
4 p.m., allowing students 
to leave for the day.

Grasslands News con-
tacted the Prairie Val-
ley School Division who 
oversees the Whitewood 
School and Emily Armer, 
Communications Supervi-
sor/Privacy Officer con-
firmed the RCMP advised 
Whitewood School at ap-
proximately 3:30 p.m. of 
the community event and 
placed the school in a hold 
and secure status until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. 

“A hold and secure is a 
precautionary safety mea-
sure used when there is a 
potential concern within 
the community but not 
inside the school. During 
this procedure exterior 
doors are locked and 
movement in and out of 
the building is restricted, 
while classes continue in-
side,” Armer commented. 

Armer reaffirmed “The 
safety of students and staff 
is always our top priority. 

School in our (PVSD) have 
clear emergency response 
procedures in alignment 
with our Administrative 
Procedures, specifically 
AP-6100 Emergency Read-
iness, Response and Re-
covery.” 

The Prairie Valley 
School Division proto-
cols AP-6100 dated Octo-
ber 2024, state they are 
designed to strengthen 
emergency readiness, 
response, and recovery 
across all schools. The Ad-
ministrative Procedure 
AP-6100 outlines a com-
prehensive approach to 
proactive safety planning, 
coordinated responses 
to critical incidents, and 
timely support for stu-
dents and staff following 
traumatic events.

Grounded in the Cen-
ter for Trauma-Informed 
Practices’ Violent Threat 
Risk Assessment and 
Assessment of Risk to 
Others’ frameworks, the 
division’s procedures also 
ensure close collaboration 
with external agencies, in-
cluding the RCMP, when 
required.

Under the new guide-
lines, the Director of Ed-
ucation or a designate is 
responsible for ensuring 
that all emergency proto-
cols remain current and 
effective. In the event of 
an incident, the Director 
or designate will lead the 
division’s response, deter-
mining the level of action 
needed in consultation 
with the affected school.

To support prepared-
ness, principals will 
review emergency pro-
cedures with all staff to 
ensure familiarity and 
consistency across the 
division. Administrators 
are required to conduct 
School Safety and Secu-

rity Reviews, update their 
School Safety Plans, and 
ensure Emergency Flip-
charts are posted through-
out each school. Learning 
Superintendents will pro-
vide oversight to confirm 
that safety plans are both 
developed and imple-
mented.

During an emergency, 
school administrators or 
their delegates will lead 
the on-site response, ini-
tiating the appropriate 
protocols, gathering es-
sential information, and 
determining what person-
nel are needed for support 
and communication. Ad-
ministrators must contact 
their School Superinten-
dent for consultation or 
debriefing when safe to 
do so and are required to 
report any incident that 
results in an emergency 
vehicle responding to the 
school.

Following an emer-
gency, the Director or des-
ignate will document the 
incident and establish a 
recovery plan, which may 
include deploying addi-
tional supports. Schools 
will determine reunifica-
tion and communication 
plans for parents, guard-
ians, and the wider com-
munity, as necessary. The 
Superintendent responsi-
ble for Student Services 
will coordinate and over-
see recovery supports to 
ensure students and staff 
receive timely assistance.

These updated proce-
dures reaffirm Prairie 
Valley School Division’s 
commitment to maintain-
ing safe learning envi-
ronments and ensuring 
a clear, coordinated re-
sponse to emergencies.

Smaller communities 
are not as privy to these 
types of incidents, unlike 
the larger centers and cit-
ies across the country ex-
perience more frequently, 
but the increase in crimes 
have made people more 
suspicious and aware of 
their surrounding so any 
reports must be taken se-
riously by the RCMP. 

In this incident, luck-
ily there was no threat to 
the community or the stu-
dents and staff. 

Students placed in hold and 
secure at Whitewood School

Suspicious person reported near school
carrying possible gun



By Sask Seniors Mechanism
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan communities are mak-
ing major strides as they take action to 
support older adults. The Facilitating 
Independence Grant Funding from the 
Ministry of Health, which is coordinated 
and managed by the Saskatchewan Se-
niors Mechanism, empowers local orga-
nizations to expand services that help 
seniors stay safe, connected, and inde-
pendent in their own homes.

Many different projects are under-
way throughout the province. Some 
communities have hired coordinators, 
who are updating and promoting key 
resource guides, boosting awareness of 
the Age-Friendly Resource Centers, and 
collaborating with partners to improve 
transportation options for seniors.

Programs aimed at helping older 
adults thrive at home are growing rap-

idly. Some communities are delivering 
modern technology training, expanding 
home-support teams, and bringing so-
cial programs directly into seniors’ res-
idences and other places where seniors 
gather. These programs reduce isolation 
and strengthen community ties.

Many areas in the province are en-
hancing long-term sustainability by 
building programs that support well-
ness, food security, lifelong learning, and 
volunteer engagement. 

A Friendly Calls Plus program is a 
lifeline for seniors transitioning home 
after a hospital stay. The program offers 
a reassuring series of follow-up calls that 
support safety and recovery.

Other programs include expanding 
dementia-friendly supports, increasing 
home-repair and maintenance services 
with energy audits and safety work-
shops, and offering more tools and advo-
cacy for caregivers balancing work and 
elder care responsibilities. Navigation 

Services are also reaching more commu-
nities, with new efforts to build accessi-
ble, French-language service databases.

These programs, when paired with 
initiatives such as Age-Friendly Com-
munities and Social Prescribing, are 
strengthening the fabric of Saskatche-
wan’s communities. With SSM’s lead-
ership, local organizations are creating 

practical, meaningful solutions that 
help older adults age with dignity—right 
where they call home. 

Funding for the Facilitating Indepen-
dence Grant is distributed annually and
the next intake for applications will be 
announce in the coming weeks. For in-
formation contact programs@skseniors-
mechanism.ca
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PUBLIC NOTICE Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the City of Melville 
intends to adopt a bylaw under The Planning and Development Act, 2007 to amend 
Bylaw No. 3-2013, known as the Offi  cial Community Plan.
INTENT: The proposed bylaw no. 09-2025 will amend the future land use map to 
redesignate lands from ‘existing residential’ to ‘existing central commercial’ and lands 
from ‘Urban Holding’ to ‘proposed industrial’.
AFFECTED LAND: The proposed bylaw will aff ect the lands legally described as Lot 
17-20, Block 72, Plan V664, 1075 Queen Street and Parcel AA, Plan 102464962, NW 
31-22-06-2.

REASON: To align OCP and Zoning Bylaw to bring into eff ect zoning bylaw 
amendment 02/2025 approved by Council April 9/25 to rezone Lot 17-20, Block 
72, Plan No. V664 from R1 to C1; and to extend the Industrial Land Use Designation 
for NW 31-22-06-2 directly adjacent to proposed and possible Industrial Land Use 
Designations.
PUBLIC INSPECTION: Any person may inspect the bylaws at the City of Melville 
offi  ce located at 430 Main Street in Melville, SK during regular offi  ce hours. Copies of 
the bylaw are available at cost.
PUBLIC HEARING: Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, December 15 at 
6:05 p.m. at City Hall Council Chambers located at 430 Main Street in Melville, SK. The 
purpose of the public hearing is to hear any person or group that wants to comment 
on the proposed bylaw. Council will also consider written comments received at the 
hearing or delivered to the undersigned at the Public Works and Planning Services 
Department before Thursday, December 11, 2025. 
Issued at the City of Melville this 5th day of December 2025.

Dawn Oehler | Planning Manager | City of Melville

430 Main St. - P.O. Box 1240, Melville, SK  S0A 2P0 
• Phone 306-728-6840 • Fax 306-728-5911

Website: www.melville.ca

Public Notice

     

PUBLIC NOTICE Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the City of Melville 
intends to adopt a bylaw under The Planning and Development Act, 2007 to amend 
Bylaw No. 4-2013, known as the Zoning Bylaw.
INTENT: The proposed bylaw no. 10-2025 will,
 include special provisions for secondary, garden and garage suites. and,
 include garden and garage suites as a discretionary use in the Residential (R1) 
 and Residential (R2) Zoning Districts.1

 include Resource Development: renewable natural gas (RNG) production 
 facilities & feedstock processing facilities as a discretionary use in the Industrial 
 (M) Zoning District.2

 amend the zoning map to rezone lands from UH Urban Holding District to M 
 Industrial District and lands from CS Community Service District to C1 Central 
 Commercial District.3

AFFECTED LAND: The proposed bylaw will aff ect,
1 all the R1 and R2 residential zoned land within the incorporated area of the City 

   of Melville.
2 all the industrially zoned land within the incorporated area of the City of Melville.
3 the lands legally described as Parcel AA, Plan 102464962, NW 31-22-06-2 and Lots 

   13-18 & 35-40, Block 5, Plan T286, 123 - 2nd Avenue W.

REASON:
1 To update to the Zoning Bylaw where it already allows for Secondary Suites to 

   include Garden and Garage Suites as a discretionary use (subject to the review 
   and approval of City Council) in R1 and R2 Residential Districts. The amendment 
   will encourage development to align with Saskatchewan Secondary Suite 
   Incentive Grant Program (SSI).
 2 To support and facilitate future industrial development in the northwest area of 
   the city. The amendments defi ne renewable natural gas (RNG) production 
   facilities & Feedstock processing facilities and include resource development as a 
   discretionary use (subject to the review and approval of City Council) in the 
   Industrial Zoning District.
 3 To generally unlock higher land value and expand development potential.
PUBLIC INSPECTION: Any person may inspect the bylaws at the City of Melville 
offi  ce located at 430 Main Street in Melville, SK. during regular offi  ce hours. Copies of 
the bylaw are available at cost.
PUBLIC HEARING: Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, December 15 at 
6:05 p.m. at City Hall Council Chambers located at 430 Main Street in Melville, SK. The 
purpose of the public hearing is to hear any person or group that wants to comment 
on the proposed bylaw. Council will also consider written comments received at the 
hearing or delivered to the undersigned at the Public Works and Planning Services 
Department before Thursday, December 11, 2025. 
Issued at the City of Melville this 5th day of December 2025.

Dawn Oehler | Planning Manager | City of Melville

430 Main St. - P.O. Box 1240, Melville, SK  S0A 2P0 
• Phone 306-728-6840 • Fax 306-728-5911

Website: www.melville.ca

Public Notice

Hometown Christmas with Alex Runions 
takes place this Sunday in Kipling

By Connie Schwalm
Grasslands News 

Alex Runions and Erin Hill will once 
again bring their Hometown Christmas 
to the Kipling Community Centre this 
Sunday, Dec. 14 and Runions is looking 
forward to being back in his hometown 
for this holiday celebration.

“It’s great to be able to connect with 
people in Kipling again” says Runions. 
“We weren’t sure this was going to hap-
pen because Erin and I just welcomed our 
second baby in October. So, we’re going 
to be juggling everything with a newborn 
and a toddler. But as challenging as that 
is likely going to be, we’re looking for-
ward to coming back to do this concert.”

Runions notes that “Rein Morson will 
be joining us as our special guest, and 
she will be opening up the show with a 
nice blend of Christmas music and other 

songs. We’ll also be bringing the full 
band back this year as well.”

He goes on to say that while he and
Hill will be doing some new songs, “the 
majority of the songs we will do will be
Christmas songs, because we want every-
one to be in the Christmas Spirit.”

That Christmas Spirit is something 
which Runions says he has rediscovered
through his children’s eyes and hopes to 
share with the audience.

“Now, with a toddler in our lives, we 
can really feel the difference at Christ-
mas. We’re talking about Santa. There’s 
that sense of magic in the season. It’s just 
so much fun. And that joy is really what 
we’re looking forward to sharing with 
people with our Hometown Christmas.”

The Hometown Christmas concert
will begin at 3 p.m. on Sunday afternoon
and there are still tickets available at the
door.

Facilitating Independence Grant strengthens support for seniors

Subscribe Today - www.grasslandsnews.ca/subscribe
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LEGO-lovers invade White City
The 5th annual Brickstories LEGO Show and Sale, presented by White City Public Library Branch, Southeast Regional Library, and the Saskatchewan 

Lego Users Group was held at the White City Community Centre on Saturday and Sunday. A popular display was the “Lover House” build, which re-cre-

Snowmobile registration fee rises to support trail maintenance
By Nicole Goldsworthy

Local journalism Initiative Reporter 

The Saskatchewan Snowmobile Asso-
ciation (SSA) says rising operating costs 
and a widening funding gap have made 
a registration fee increase unavoidable. 
The change, announced this week, raises 
the annual snowmobile registration fee 
from $110 to $150 — the first increase 
since 2017.

In a statement posted online, the SSA 
said the previous fee covered only about 
45 per cent of what it actually costs to 
keep Saskatchewan’s snowmobile trail 
network open, groomed and safe. Clubs 
were left to cover the remaining 55 per 
cent through fuel purchases, signage, 
grooming work and ongoing fundraising.

The SSA said that shortfall was “not 
sustainable,” especially as clubs were 
also responsible for replacing groom-

ers, upgrading shelters and investing in 
needed equipment. None of those capital 
expenses were covered by the old fee.

With the fee increasing to $150, the 
SSA said clubs will still fund raise but 
will finally have the base funding re-
quired to maintain and improve the trail 
system long-term. The association said 
the additional revenue will help stabilize 
operations and support future upgrades.

According to the SSA, all snowmobile 

registration fees collected by SGI are
deposited into the Saskatchewan Snow-
mobile Fund, which the association ad-
ministers. More than 80 per cent of the 
fee goes directly to local snowmobile 
clubs to support trail maintenance.

The SSA said the updated fee struc-
ture will help ensure Saskatchewan’s
snowmobile network remains safe, re-
liable and able to meet rider needs for
years to come.
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Committee recognition
Pictured are (l-r) Sandra King-Hendricks, Alicia Dorwart, Nicole Elkington,

Shauna Machnaik, Minister Cheveldayoff, Rod Tuchscherer, Lisa Robertson,

Braden Konschuh and Brent Tkachuk

SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Submitted
Grasslands News 

On Dec. 3rd, the Vanier 
Cup organizing commit-
tee were welcomed and 
congratulated by the Hon-
ourable Ken Cheveldayoff 
in the Legislature. The 
Minister introduced the 
committee and acknowl-
edged the success of the 
event.

“I am especially proud 
of working with my fel-
low committee members, 
spending countless hours 
meeting and organizing 
basically a mini-Grey Cup 
in Regina”,” notes Rod 
Tuchscherer, a former 
councillor for the RM of 
Edenwold. “As transpor-
tation coordinator for 

the event, I recruited Al 
Duff, John Meldrum and 
RM of Edenwold Reeve Al 
Trainor from the Emerald 
Park area to contribute to 
the success of the event.”

A number of organiz-
ing committee members 
from the area were able 
to attend, including, San-

dra King-Hendricks, Rod 
Tuchscherer, residents of 
the RM of Edenwold and 
Shauna Machnaik from 
Balgonie.

With an attendance of 
9,400, the 60th Vanier Cup 
was a success and a boost 
in revenue for local busi-
nesses.

Vanier Cup organizing committee 
recognized by MLA for success

By Ashley Scarfe
Grasslands News 

Vibank Regional 
School’s Community Pan-

try project is still seek-
ing donations, especially 
during the holiday sea-
son. Recently, the Village 
of Vibank facilitated a do-

nation of $2,000 from Can-
Pacific Potash. The school 
says the support will not 
only help stock shelves 
but also strengthen im-
portant learning opportu-
nities for students.

“This donation offers 
students in our Mental 
Health and Well-Being and 
Life Transitions classes 
to better understand con-
cerns around food secu-
rity and food insecurity 
in rural Saskatchewan 
communities,” says a 
statement released by 
the school. “At the same 
time, they will recognize 
the role they can play in 
supporting stability and 
nutrition for community 
members through volun-
teerism and community 
action. Students will use 
these funds to plan, budget 
and ultimately purchase 
items for the Community 
Pantry Initiative.”

This is the second year 
the pantry has been run 
from its location inside 
the Vibank Heritage Cen-
tre, next to the post office 
boxes. Anyone who can, 
and is able, to donate can 
drop off non-perishable 
food donations to the pan-
try. 

The school emphasizes 
that even small dona-
tions make a difference, 
especially during winter 
months when food inse-
curity becomes more pro-
nounced. As the project 
grows, organizers hope 
the pantry will continue 
to reflect the generosity 
and community spirit that 
define Vibank.

Vibank Community Pantry 

Still time to donate before holidays
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Kronau Museum celebrates Christmas
On Dec. 7, the Kronau Marvelous Museum & Creative Corner celebrated Christ-

mas a little early with a day packed full of fun family events. In the afternoon, 

the museum hosted a Santa store for kids. While their parents enjoyed coffee 

and snacks downstairs, kids could head upstairs to shop for their parents. 

was held south of Kronau by Paradise Fireworks. Proceeds from the conces-

SUBMITTED

By Ashley Scarfe
Grasslands News 

With Christmas coming soon, the an-
nual Frosty’s Food Drive is once again 
seeking donations to support the Regina 
Foodbank. Non-perishable food dona-
tions can be dropped off at bins located at 
the White City, Balgonie, and Pilot Butte 
town offices, the RM of Edenwold office, 
as well as École White City School. 

FoodBanks Canada released a damn-

ing report on food insecurity in 2024 with 
over 2 million visits to food banks across 
the country in only one month alone, an 
increase of six per cent compared to 2023, 
and 90 per cent compared to 2019. While 
the numbers for 2025 have not yet been 
calculated, they predicted that number 
would increase as 30 per cent of food-
banks report running out of food before 
meeting their demands. 

Donations can be made to drop-off lo-
cations until Dec. 16. 

Frosty’s Food Drive seeks donations

Odessa gives back
On December 5, Odessa residents attended the Community Centre Gym 

for their annual Community Gives Back. Free hot dogs, warm drinks, 

music, and activities for the kids kept people warm inside while those 

ASHLEY SCARFE | GRASSLANDS NEWS

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
1-844-GNG-NEWS



12 Grasslands NewsDecemeber 12, 2025

Tammy Wandy
LOCAL AGENT
Serving Melville and Area!

NEXT LEVEL

tammylwandy@gmail.com
306-501-9828

419 - 680 7th Ave. E, Melville
MLS# SK021530

Condo |1 bd, 1 bth

$115,000$115,000

321 - 680 7th Ave. E, Melville
MLS# SK021525

Condo |1 bd, 1 bth

$59,900$59,900

323 - 680 7th Ave. E, Melville
MLS# SK992339

Condo |1 bd, 1 bth

$110,000$110,000

105 Piller Rd, Melville
MLS# SK990778
Vacant Lot 

$49,900

251 Agri-Park Rd, Melville
MLS# SK990777
Vacant Lot 

$49,900

249 Agri-Park Rd, Melville
MLS# SK990773
Vacant Lot 

$49,900

151 - 5th Ave E, Melville
MLS# SK993115
Vacant Lot 

$10,500

Inventory is very low — if you’re thinking about LOOKING 
TO SELL? Please contact me today, Tammy Wandy at 1-306-501-9828

444 - 10th Ave. W, Melville
MLS# SK018624

House | 4 bds, 2 bth

$215,000$215,000

102 Montreal ST, Melville
MLS# SK009819
Vacant Land

$14,800$14,800

318 Alberta ST, Melville
MLS# SK009254
Vacant Land

$14,900$14,900

555 Dielschneider RD #8, 
Melville MLS# SK007917
House | 3 bds, 2 bth

$139,000$139,000

456-Abel Dr., Crooked Lake 
MLS# SK008969

House | 3 bds, 4 bth

$869,000$869,000

368 Manitoba ST., Melville
MLS# SK024300

House | 4 bds, 1 bth

$125,000$125,000

Millionaires tame the Mustangs in back-to-back games
By Darcy Gross
Grasslands News 

Melville Millionaires’ goaltender Matt 
Spencer-Dahl pushed his record to 4-0 
with a pair of victories over the Melfort 
Mustangs last weekend.

The wins propelled the Millionaires 
into a tie with the Yorkton Terriers in 
the Bunge Division, as both teams have 
30 points.

Melfort Mustangs 1 at
Melville Millionaires 2 (Dec. 6)

Dahl made 28 saves in the Millionaires 
latest win at home in a goaltenders’ bat-
tle with Kason Kobelka of the Mustangs, 
who had 30 saves of his own in a losing 
cause.

Both netminders made a number of 
spectacular saves during the contest, 
with none bigger than a huge glove save 
by Spencer-Dahl as regulation time was 
ticking down.

After the Mustangs took an early lead 
in the opening period, Grady Carmichael 
notched his third goal of the season as he 
followed up his own rebound and tucked 
it past Kobelka to tie the game at 1-1 at 
13:52 of the first. Jack Drake picked up 
the lone assist.

The game remained knotted at 1-1 
until 12:50 of the final frame, when Jack-
son Lee kept poking away at his own re-
bound until he got it over the goal line to 
give the Millionaires the 2-1 lead and the 
eventual victory.

Lee’s ninth tally of the campaign was 
assisted by Boston Harkness and Preston 
Baerwald.

Despite some solid chances for the 
Mustangs, Spencer-Dahl held the line to 
earn the home ice triumph.

The teams split 10 minor penalties 
with Melfort being whistled for a major 
and a game misconduct.

Melville Millionaires 5 at
Melfort Mustangs 2 (Dec. 5)

The Millionaires had an easy time 
of it in this road match-up, scoring the 
game’s first five goals and coasting in for 
two-points and the victory.

Melville led 2-0 following the first pe-
riod, stretching their advantage to 3-0 
after 40 minutes.

Nathan Taylor scored his first two 
goals as a Millionaire to lead the Mel-
ville offence, with Kale Margolis denting 

the twine for his 13th of the year while 
adding an assist and Rylan Oatman 
notched number eight on the 
season while chipping in 
with a helper.

Taylor now has three 
goals on the season.

W e s l e y  O l s o n 
rounded out Melville’s 
scoring with his third 
marker of the season.

Jaden Kokosha, 
Alex Morrison, Louis 
Nadeau, Matthew Ed-
wards and Ty Janz each 
added an assist for the 

home side.
Spencer Dahl made 29 saves 

to earn the win between the 
pipes while Melville skat-

ers tested the Melfort 
netminder 25 times.

The Mustangs 
were collared for 
eight of the contest’s 
14 minor penalties.

The Mils head 
south on Dec. 12 to 
face off with the Es-
tevan Bruins, with 

the Bruins returning 
to Melville on the 13th 

for the Millionaires final home game
prior to the holiday break.

Game time in Melville is 7 p.m.

Ice Chips
For the second consecutive week,

Spencer-Dahl caught the eyes of the 
SJHL brass, as he was once again named 
the MVP of the week. Spencer -Dahl back-
stopped the Millionaires to two victories
over the Melfort Mustangs and made sev-
eral terrific saves in Melville, preserving
a 2-1 home ice triumph.

Spencer-Dahl made 57 saves and had
a .950 save percentage in the home and 
home with Melfort.

Mils on the offense
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OPEN 
WEDNESDAY 

TO
SUNDAY

INDOOR GOLF 
                               SIMULATORS  

FORT QU’APPELLE, SK

306.332.4653

FORT QU’APPELLE, SK

The market’s best golf simulator technology
Easy to use, and we are there to provide assistance if required
The most realistic golf experience imaginable
Over 100 golf courses and arcade games to choose from
Full beverage service and delicious, unique appetizers
Free use of rental clubs (all sizes) if needed

BOOK ONLINE:
www.echoridgegolf.ca 
CALL US: 306.332.4653

Applies to 2+ players
Minimum $20/hr for singles

Only $10/Person/Hour Green Card Discounts

Purchase pre-payment 
card and receive a 
10% discount
on simulator fees! 

CALL US TO BOOK YOUR 

OFFICE CHRISTMAS PARTY!

PJHL Knox roll, Storm split, Steelhawks surge
By GNG Staff

Grasslands News 

The Prairie Junior Hockey League 
featured a busy and eventful stretch 
for the region’s three local clubs—Fort 
Knox, the Pilot Butte Storm, and the 
Moosomin Steelhawks—as each team 
faced tough divisional match-ups and de-
livered standout performances. With the 
standings tightening heading toward the 
mid-December schedule, all three teams 
made strides in their push for position-
ing within the Bill Johnston Division.

Fort Knox
Fort Knox split their recent games, 

starting with a narrow 1–0 loss to the 
Richardson Pioneer Southern Rebels 
on Dec. 3. Despite out-shooting the Reb-
els 37–27 and controlling the pace, Knox 
couldn’t solve goaltender Keane Reid, 
who posted a perfect night. Roman Mar-
kin scored the game’s only goal early in 
the third period, while Drew Pereyma 
made 26 saves in a strong outing for 
Knox.

The team answered in emphatic fash-
ion a few days later, overwhelming the 
Regina Silver Foxes 12–2 on Dec. 7 at the 
Prairie Co-op Rexentre. Fort Knox re-
corded 60 shots in the contest and scored 
in every imaginable situation, including 
four shorthanded goals. Shaden Duliak 
powered the offensive explosion with a 

hat trick and five points, while Tanner 
Wiens and Kobe Wotta each scored twice. 
Kale Gorski earned the win with 17 saves 
on 19 shots.

With the victory, Fort Knox remains 
second in the Bill Johnston Division with 
a 14-7-0-0 record and a division-best +48 
goal differential. Their upcoming sched-
ule includes a home match-up against the 
Saskatoon Royals on Dec. 13, followed by 
another home date against the Regina 
Silver Foxes on Dec. 18, and a key divi-
sional game versus the Moosomin Steel-
hawks on Dec. 20.

Pilot Butte Storm
The Pilot Butte Storm opened their 

week with a strong 7–3 win over the Re-
gina Silver Foxes on Dec. 4 at the Doug 
Wickenheiser Arena. After a 1–1 first pe-
riod, the Storm scored three goals in both 
the second and third frames, showcasing 
their depth and offensive balance. Owen 
Boswell, Jaxon Skiftun, Jaxyn Her-
rington, Luke Hanrieder, Nixon Wirth, 
Austin Dorais, and Zach Reeder all found 
the back of the net. Goaltender Dylan Ko-
back made 29 saves as the Storm out-shot 
Regina 50–32.

On Dec. 6, Pilot Butte fell 4–2 to the 
Saskatoon Westleys after surrendering 
four goals in the second period. Austin 
Kozakewich opened the scoring in the 
first, and Kayden Reeder added a pow-
er-play goal in the second, but the Storm 

could not keep pace with Saskatoon’s 
special-teams surge. Kaden Perron was 
busy in goal, stopping 40 shots.

Pilot Butte sits fourth in the Bill John-
ston Division with an 8-11-0-2 record 
heading into a road game held against 
the Martensville Chiefs on Dec. 10. They 
return home on Dec. 13 to host the Re-
gina Capitals and will face the Southern 
Rebels at the Pilot Butte Recreation Cen-
tre on Dec. 20.

Moosomin Steelhawks
The Moosomin Steelhawks picked up 

one of their strongest wins of the season 
with a 6–4 victory over the Regina Silver 
Foxes on Dec. 5 at the Mike Schwean 
Arena. Ryan Weaver scored twice and 

added an assist, while Daynon Smith and
Malcolm Snooks each posted three-point
nights. Moosomin excelled on special
teams, scoring two power-play goals and 
two shorthanded markers. Goaltender 
Joshua Blair delivered a standout per-
formance with 46 saves on 50 shots.

Despite the win, the Steelhawks re-
main fifth in the division with a 5-17-0-2
record, but the team appears to be gain-
ing momentum heading into a challeng-
ing schedule. Moosomin travels to face 
the Saskatoon Quakers on Dec. 12, then 
hosts the Pilot Butte Storm on Dec. 17
and the Regina Capitals on Dec. 19 before
meeting Fort Knox on the road on Dec. 
20.

Knox dominates on-ice
Regina Silver Fox goalie Noah Sharp had a hard time fending off the Fort Knox 

goals. The Knox won the game 12-2 Sunday, Dec. 7 on home ice.

Busy weekend for senior hockey 
leagues produces high-scoring results

By GNG Staff
Local journalism Initiative Reporter 

Senior men’s hockey teams across 
southeastern Saskatchewan delivered a 
busy and high-energy weekend, with ac-
tion unfolding in the Qu’Appelle Valley 
Hockey League, Big 6 Hockey League, 
Sask East Hockey League and Prairie 
Men’s Hockey League. Strong offensive 
performances, physical play and shift-
ing momentum defined a full slate of ear-
ly-season match-ups.

QVHL
The Balcarres Broncs earned a 4–3 

overtime victory against the Southey 
Marlins, taking the win just 79 seconds 
into the extra frame when Brady Pouteau 
finished a setup that capped a multi-point 
night from Randen Schmidt. Balcarres 
showed resilience throughout the game, 
controlling large parts of the play and re-
sponding effectively after Southey forced 
overtime late in regulation play.

The Balgonie Bisons experienced both 
ends of the spectrum on the weekend, 
starting with a difficult loss to the unde-
feated Lumsden Monarchs before bounc-
ing back with an impressive 7–2 win over 
Raymore. Jaxon Henry delivered a hat 
trick in the victory, while Riley Woykin 
produced a four-point effort that helped 
restore momentum to the Bisons’ cam-
paign.

Grenfell opened its weekend with a 
convincing 6–2 win over the Raymore 
Rockets, powered by two-goal outings 
from both Donovan Neuls and Arthur 
Miller. The Spitfires carried that energy 
into their next match-up but were shut 
out 5–0 by the league-leading Monarchs, 
who capitalized on Grenfell’s penalty 
trouble in a game that featured heavy 
physical play.

Big 6 
The Kipling KW Oil Kings faced a 

tough outing in a 12–1 loss to the Moo-
somin Rangers. Moosomin struck just 
20 seconds into the game and continued 
applying pressure all night, generating 
scoring from throughout their lineup. 
Kipling’s lone goal came from Taylor 
Hoedel in the first period. Looking ahead, 
Kipling hosts Wawota on Dec. 13, Carlyle 
on Dec. 14 and Midale on Dec. 19 before 
traveling to Wawota on Dec. 23.

SEHL
The Wapella Blackhawks fell 7–4 in 

Theodore after a fast-paced and physical 
contest. Wapella’s scoring came from 
Dylan Johnson, Logan Sauve, Dawson 
Garvey and Jayden Ritchie, but Theo-
dore’s heavy shot volume and sustained 
offensive pressure made the difference. 
A penalty-filled second period created 
momentum swings, yet the Blackhawks 
were unable to close the gap in the third. 
The team returns to action Dec. 12 at 
home in Whitewood against Preeceville, 
followed by a Dec. 20 road game in Rocan-
ville.

PMHL
The Indian Head Chiefs earned a 

strong 7–3 victory over the Ituna Ava-
lanche, led by a four-point night from An-
thony Eashappie and a pair of goals from 
Mike Reiger. Indian Head maintained 
control for much of the game and made 
the most of its offensive opportunities, 
even as both teams combined for signifi-
cant penalty minutes.

Ituna battled but could not keep pace, 
scoring its goals through Mike Bzdel, 
Jayden Ritchie and Tyson Pryhitka. 
Penalties and defensive lapses at key mo-
ments made it difficult for the Avalanche 
to establish consistent momentum.

The Valley Warriors were involved in 
a high-scoring 10–5 loss to Strasbourg in 
Fort Qu’Appelle. Valley showed strong 
effort and offensive push-back, receiving 
two goals from Cain Thomson and addi-
tional markers from Gordon Wasteste, 
Chase Desnomie and Quaid Chief. Stras-
bourg’s offensive depth, however, proved 
too much to match over three periods.

The PMHL standings remain tightly 
contested at the top, with the Cupar Ca-
nucks and Indian Head Chiefs sharing 
the league lead. Strasbourg sits third 
with improving form, while Valley and 
Ituna continue working to generate trac-
tion entering the mid-season stretch. 
Upcoming games include Indian Head 
visiting Cupar on Dec. 12 and Strasbourg 
on Dec. 19, while Cupar will also face 
Strasbourg on Dec. 20 and Ituna on Dec. 
21. Ituna hosts Strasbourg on Dec. 13, the 
Valley Warriors on Dec. 20 and Cupar 
the following afternoon. The Valley War-
riors prepare for their next match-up on 
Dec. 20 when they travel to Ituna.
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Melville Millionaires
Jr. A Hockey

Game Schedule
Home/Away Games

 All Games 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated

DECEMBER:
12–
13–
17–
19–
JANUARY:
02–
08–
09–

Home/Away Games 
DECEMBER:
13–
17–
20–
JANUARY:
03–
07–
09–

Pilot Butte Storm
Game Schedule

It’s one word, rather simple in explanation, and 
one never quite knows where it’s going to come from, 
especially regarding sports.

If you’re a fan of virtually any sport that involves 
team play and a lengthy schedule, momentum is one 
of the things that can define a team.

And it can be borne out of all sorts of different cir-
cumstances.

The Melville Millionaires, for example, are be-
ginning to get momentum on their side, and while 
it may seem to be all about a single player, it’s one
of the things that in team sports, needs to be more 
contagious than mononucleosis.

The Millionaires had spent the better part of the 
season, looking like the poster children for medioc-
rity.

One game they’d be on top of the world and the
next, they could take on the appearance of an ex-
tremely fragile team.

Suddenly, with a new goaltender manning the
crease, and playing with confidence, the Mils seem to 
have found something and someone to rally around.

How could one player make such a difference to a 
team, you may ask.

It’s fairly simple if you understand that, that one 
player is the one in the line-up who is going to spend 
all game on the ice, stopping pucks, slowing down 
play and basically, settling down his teammates.

Perhaps a larger part of momentum that we are 
less likely to understand, is how it can transfer from 
one team to another due to the play of one or more 
players.

It’s a bit mind boggling that a player who doesn’t 
have a direct effect on how many goals his team 
scores, could provide this sort of push to make a 
team better.

It’s about confidence most of the time, and if a 
player thinks his goalie is capable of bailing out the 
team every now and then, it gives the players a leash 
that’s slightly longer or maybe a bit more elastic.

If, as a player, your expectation has become, 
“Here we go again,” every time an opposition player 
gets a scoring chance, you’ve already lost.

Once players see that the pucks might begin get-
ting steered to the corner, rather than getting swept 
out of the net after a goal, it gives those same players 
a bit more confidence to take a chance and perhaps 
be more effective offensively.

The importance of a good goalie in hockey doesn’t 
always get the attention it deserves, however, once
you get a good one, the line between good and ade-
quate is no longer blurred for anyone involved – not 
teammates, not coaches and definitely not fans.

A good goalie can not only cover up for defensive 
mistakes, it can propel teams to play better on both 
ends of the ice.

The reason?
Momentum.
It can come from a save, a goal, a win – it can come 

from a sigh of relief when a mistake gets bailed out 
by a superior netminder, and it can last a long, long 
time.

Our Millionaires are fortunate to have a coach 
who won’t stand pat with the hand he was dealt.

He knew that this team needed an extra spark 
to get it going and he kept beating the proverbial 
bushes until he found it.

Any team with momentum is a dangerous team, 
because momentum usually breeds more of the same.

Winning four games with the same new guy in net 
is something more than coincidental.

It’s a statement.
As far as personnel on a junior hockey team is 

concerned, it can only take you so far, if you don’t 
have that one guy who can take a team, put it on his 
back, and carry it to victory when everyone might 
not be on top of their game.

The Millionaires have now found that guy, it 
seems, even if he’s more of a key to the defensive 
game.

Perhaps Santa will go over his list and see that we 
in Melville, have been pretty good for the year, and 
could use a little more scoring, and he’ll provide us 
with a sniper.

More than likely, it will be another move by the 
coach, but you know, ‘tis the season.

For now, we’ll see if this momentum can continue 
to grow and help the team prosper in a season where 
parity is king.

It’s a tough league, but the Millionaires have 
found their goalie and perhaps the anchor they’ve 
been looking for.

Maybe they can start their run for the top now.

Sports column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct

Fort Knox Hockey
Game Schedule

Home/Away Games 
DECEMBER:
13–
14–
18–
20–
JANUARY:
03–
04–
10–

Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK

Phone 306-728-2730

• SGI Accredited
• Minor Dents & Scratches 

• Courtesy Car
• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 

• Diesel Dye Pumps

• Tire Repair & Tires • Full Line of Hardware 

& Automotive Supplies

• Minor Automotive Repairs • Feed 

• Bulk Petroleum

• Liquor and Cold Beer • Tobacco Products

Prairie Men’s HL
Game Schedule

Home/Away Games 
DECEMBER:
12–
13–
19–
20–

21–
JANUARY:
03–

10–

DECEMBER:
13–
20–
21–
JANUARY:
03–
10–

Wolseley Mustangs
Game Schedule

By Stephen Scriver
Grasslands News 

The Wolseley Mustangs may have defeated the 
Strasbourg Maroons 4-1 on Saturday and the Davidson 
Cyclones 5-2 on Sunday, but neither victory was what 
you’d call an easy win. In both games, the Mustangs al-
lowed no goals in the first two periods, but a surge by 
their opponents in the third period had to be handled.

At home on Saturday, Wolseley only had a 2-1 lead 
halfway through the third until two late goals sealed 
the win. Period scores were 1-0 and 2-1, with Mitchell 
Sexsmith and Conner Webster putting the Mustangs 
ahead early. Wolseley certainly had the edge in terri-
torial play, but it took late goals by Sexsmith and Blake 
Robertson to put the Mustangs up for good in the third.

The Mustangs are relying on good goaltending and
a defence-first attitude to get their wins, while their of-
fence still seems to be finding its way towards maintain-
ing a consistent flow from defense to offense.

Mitchell Sexsmith was one assist away from a Gordie
Howe hat trick, as he left the game late after adminis-
tering a beating on an opponent, he felt, was taking too
many liberties. Robertson’s goal was a seeing-eye effort 
from his end into an empty net. 

Mitchell wasn’t the only Mustang who didn’t make
it through three periods, as Captain Jackson Baran left
early in the first after a Checking from Behind infrac-
tion. Ty Muhr came up with some sharp saves between 
the pipes.  

On Sunday a short-staffed Mustangs’ team made the
trek to Davidson and came away with a 5-2 win. Period
scores were 3-0 and 3-0. Only 12 skaters and two goal-
ies made the trip to Davidson, facing a full home ros-
ter. Two of the Mustangs were Affiliated Players, but 
both Cohler Faubert and Ty Nagy have held their own 
in games so far. 

Riley Chambers and Jackson Baran led the way with
two goals each. Both of Riley’s were in the first, Jack-
son also adding one in the opening frame. After a score-
less second period, Jackson put Wolseley up 4-0 in the 
third, Davidson got their first, then Kye Englot potted 
the Mustangs’ fifth before the Cyclones got their second. 
Adam Thauberger and Conner Webster each added two 
assists. 

Nine minors to Wolseley in this one, five to David-
son, the only real excitement being a shoving match
near the end of the game. 

Remember this Saturday’s home game against Caro-
nport includes the big drive for Wolseley’s Food Bank.
Bring non-perishable items to the lobby before the 
game.

YOU CAN 

HELP!
CRIME STOPPERS

1-800-222-TIPS

Qu’Appelle Valley Hockey League

Mustangs defeat Maroons at home

First goal celebration

Strasbourg Maroons on Saturday, Dec. 6 in Wolseley.
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Small Engine 
REPAIR

Melville, SK 

306-607-5460

Lawn Mower 
& Snow Blower 

Tune-ups 
  & Repair

12 Livingstone St., Yorkton, SK

306.782.6556   |  1.888.782.6556   

carpet1yorkton.com

Everything for your home under one roof.

Home  - Home  - Kitchen - BathKitchen - Bath

Jim Anderson

Cell: 1-306-621-6372

Mr T’s Plumbing
and Heating

Todd Th rossell
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed Gas Fitter

813 Desmond St.,
P.O. Box 296,
Grenfell, SK

S0G 2B0

Ph.: 1-306-697-2727
Cell: 1-306-697-7749
mrtsph@sasktel.net

Serving Fort Qu’Appelle and area for over 25 years

J&V ELECTRIC
Jamie Sebastian
Owner/Journeyman
Box 2388, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK S0G 1S0
jsebastian@sasktel.net
306
306-331-8827 Cell

P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g
F latLand

Whitewood, SK.

Phone: 306-735-4328

flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Whitewood, SK

for only $10* / week

CONTRACTORS + HOME DIRECTORY

With This Ad Receive

Any Regular Priced
Clothing or Accessory.

Monday to Friday. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Melville, SK

306-728-5493

By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

It’s been a great year for Canadians on 
the world’s athletic stages. As 2025 winds 
down, it’s time for the year-end awards 
in the top three categories — male and fe-
male athlete and top team.

Male Athlete – It’s pretty hard to not 
be declared the athlete of the year in Can-
ada when you’ve actually shown you’re 
the best player in the National Basket-
ball Association (i.e. the world). Twen-
ty-six-year-old Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
of Hamilton had a dream year with the 
Oklahoma City Thunder, leading his team 
to the league championship, taking the in-
dividual scoring title and being voted the 
NBA’s Most Valuable Player. He averaged 
32.7 points per game last year and is off to 
a similar start this year as the Thunder 
lost only one of their first 23 games. 

Runner-up – Tennis star Felix Au-
ger-Aliassime moved up the men’s world 

rankings to No. 5 thanks to a sensational 
season on the court. The 6-foot-4 25-year-
old won more than $5 million in prize 
money, had a 50-24 record in singles’ play 
and won three tournaments — in Brussels, 
Belgium, Montpelier, France and Ade-
laide, Australia.

Female Athlete – There is no official 
world ranking for swimmers, but Toron-
to’s Summer McIntosh is either No. 1 or 
No. 2 among females. The 19-year-old won 
four golds and one bronze at the world
aquatic championships and is the current 
200- and 400-metre world record holder.

Runner-up –  She came out of nowhere 
(almost), but Victoria Mboko, who started 
2025 ranked 350th in the world, zoomed 
all the way up to 18th thanks to her sensa-
tional play. The highlight was her victory 
in Toronto at the Rogers National Bank
Open. where she beat Naomi Osaka in the 
final. Mboko also won a tournament in 
Hong Kong and racked up $1.44 million in 
earnings.

Team of the Year – This one was easy: 
Toronto Blue Jays came within one out of 
winning the World Series, and the team’s 
success captured the hearts of Canadians 
from coast to coast. Pre-season picks to 
finish at or near the bottom of the Amer-
ican League East, the Jays instead roared 
to a record of 94-68, thanks to outstanding 
offensive seasons from George Springer,
Vladimir Guerrero, Jr., and Bo Bichette. 
After beating Seattle Mariners in the A.L. 
championship series, the Blue Jays took 
the powerful L.A. Dodgers to Game 7 of the 
series before bowing out with a 5-4 loss.

Runner-up – The Rachel Homan curl-
ing team could logically lay claim to being 
the greatest women’s curling team in
Canadian history, quite a title when the 
competition includes the likes of Sandra 
Schmirler, Colleen Jones and Jennifer 
Jones. A three-time world champion, in-
cluding 2025, Homan and her rink of third 
Tracy Fleury, second Emma Miskew and
lead Sarah Wilkes put together an aston-

ishing 75-8 record in 2025 and capped off
the year with a decisive victory in the Ca-
nadian Olympic curling trials. She and her
team will wear Canada’s colours in Milan,
Italy, at the 2026 Winter Games where she
will seek her first Olympic medal in her
third try.

• Headline at fark.com: “Congratula-
tions on making the World Cup for the 
first time in 50 years, Haiti. Too bad your 
fans won’t be allowed into the U.S. to see 
it.”

• Vancouver comedy guy Torben Rolf-
sen: “Raiders’ coach Pete Carroll said he
is ‘all in’ on QB Geno Smith. Just like he
was ‘all in’ on that Super Bowl pass from
the one-yard line.”

• Torben Rolfsen again, on the Pro-
fessional Women’s Hockey League expan-
sion team in Vancouver: “The ‘Let’s Go 
Goldeneyes’ chant is a bit too long. Could 
we shorten it to ‘Let’s Go G-eyes?’”

Care to comment? Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

Sports Column

Recognizing Canada’s best sports athletes, teams in 2025

Bowling Scores, Standings - Melville Bowl Arena
Dec. 2

Dec. 2

Dec. 3

 Dec. 3

 Dec. 5

Dec. 7
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ONE AD, SIX NEWSPAPERS: All classified ads appear in the Fort Qu’Appelle Times, Indian Head-Wolseley News, Kipling Clipper, Melville Advance, Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun and Quad Town Forum 

 

Lovingly remembered by her hus-
band David, children Mike, Leanne, 
Jeff and their families.

CLASSIFIED RATES
(based on 25 words or less) 

1 week: $15.00 • 2 weeks: $20.00 • 3 weeks: $25.00 • 4 weeks: $30.00 
Additional weeks: $7.50 • Deadline: Tuesdays at 12 noon

1-844-GNG-NEWSObituary Deadline Tuesdays 12 Noon

Help keep your community’s history alive.
SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca

On Friday, Nov. 28, 2025, 
Mom left us to join her beloved 
George (1925-2015) in their 
next world together. Most who 
knew her were surprised that 
she didn’t achieve 100 - she 
was 20 months short.

Bea was born to Isidore 
and Catherine (Mueller) Puetz 
on the family farm in Marys-
burg, SK – about 10 miles 
from Humboldt. She was 
their third child, and when her 
mom died after their seventh child, the family continued to 
grow when Isidore married Agnes. Bea was raised with 12 
siblings (10 girls and three boys), on a vigorous and very 
successful grain farm. Like all her sisters, formal childhood 

The family’s life was based on the farm and at the remark-
able Assumption Roman Catholic church in Marysburg. 

Bea yearned to leave the farm with only limited choic-
es for independent employment for women (eg: teaching, 
nursing, secretary). She managed to convince her father 
that enrolling in Madeleine School of Sewing in Saskatoon 
and living with an aunt was an excellent way to prepare for 
marriage and family life. As always, she worked hard, and 
passed the course easily, leaving behind large binders of 
her sample sewing. Before long though, she reconnected 
with George Parker, a hockey star from Humboldt, and then 
captain of the U of S Huskies. Many stories have been told 
about how George would ride his family’s horse (Fly!) from 
Humboldt to “court” Bea on the farm!

They were married in 1952, and followed the life of a 
pro hockey player in smaller US cities, before settling in 
Regina in 1956. Their family soon started: Mary Ann (Royce 
Johnson, children Sarah, Vanessa, Antonia, Royce Jr), 
Jim (Kate, and children Quinn, Oliver, Georgia and Elliot), 
Catherine (son Benoit), David (Wendy, and son Matthew), 
and Caroline (Rob Tuer and children William and Lauren). 
Her fascination and dedication to family continued to her 
four great-grandchildren from Mary Ann’s children.

Bea and George practiced a deep and constant faith, 

larger home, and proximity to St .Anne RC Church in Hillsdale 
Regina. Here, they enjoyed church continuity and contribut-
ed with Lay Ministry and regular liturgical readings. Bea was 
an active member of the CWL “forever”.

Bea’s exemplary determination for growth and success
for all her children was indomitable. Education, both 
academic and musical, sports (the legendary love and skill 
for hockey in this family), was constant. Her bridge groups 
were always part of her active life.

Bea resumed her own formal education after her young-
est, Caroline, was in school. After completing matriculation, 
she obtained two university degrees at the University of 
Regina, and to the endless pride of her family achieved a 
seat on the Senate at the U of R. She was also active with 
the Canadian Federation of University Women and served 
on the Board of Catholic Family Services. She started her 
career as a social worker in Community Schools, Regina, 
after helping to build the programme in its earliest years. 
She made many enduring friendships with families she met. 

Bea and George loved time at their cottage in Haff-
ner Beach, Mission Lake, near Fort Qu’Appelle, SK. The 
proximity of the beautiful and historic Sacred Heart Roman 
Catholic Church in Lebret, added to their special times in 
the Qu’Appelle Valley. They loved gardening together and 

ers. Bea left a lasting legacy along the beach road, as it 
is now treed as a result of her diligence on collecting and 
planting seedlings, and determination in watering them 
during drought. Together they gave idyllic Sask. summers to 
family and many of their grandchildren. Climbing the hills for 
the Stations of the Cross was nearly obligatory, and each 
grandchild had private and very special outings to be with 
Grandma. Her 12 grandchildren and four great-grandchil-

woman.
Bea’s family wishes to thank the Emergency Depart-

ment, the special nurses and other staff at the Pasqua 
Hospital. They would also like to extend their gratitude 
to Dr. Kathy Ferguson, and all of the compassionate and 
caring staff on 4B, especially Bukky Ameen and Benjamin. 
A special thanks to Dr. Baumann, Palliative Care, and to 
Rev. John-Baptist Okai who administered the last rites.

Further special thanks are sent to the Bentley Retire-
ment Home where Bea lived for the last 12 years, happy 
in the knowledge that she remained in her community. She 
was especially grateful to Johnny, Micah, Vee and Anita.

A Celebration of Bea’s Life will be held in spring/summer 
2026 with date and time to follow. 

To leave an online message of condolence, please visit 
www.speersfuneralchapel.com

Obituary Beatrice Rose Parker
(nee Puetz)

July 19, 1927 - Nov. 28, 2025

of Whitewood, SK, announces 
his passing on Monday, Dec. 
1, 2025. He is survived by his 
loving wife, Cindy, and chil-
dren Kim, Lisa, Lee, Lorelei, 
Dan, Chris and their families.

Joe was a loving hus-
band, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather. He was an 
accomplished writer, lawyer 

and spending time at the cabin. He loved Cindy, his whole 
family and many friends.

Joe and Cindy embarked on so many adventures, 
travelling to the UK, Hawaii and so many US destinations. 
They also enjoyed just playing cards and spending time 
enjoying their sunroom with family and friends. Joe’s kind, 
caring demeanor and wisdom will be missed.

Joe was predeceased by his parents, siblings and Mary 
Howorth, as well as some very special dogs.

Your family will cherish your 88 years, a life well lived. 
Thank you!!

When someone you love becomes a memory, the 
memory becomes a treasure. God speed, Joe. Rest in 
peace.

A private family graveside service will take place in the 
Whitewood Cemetery at a later date.

Arrangements entrusted to Matthews Funeral Home, 
Whitewood and Melville.

Obituary Joseph Ashfield
Feb. 22, 1937 - Dec. 1, 2025

www.baileysfuneralhome.com

Maurice Richard Taillon 
was born in Grayson, SK 
Sept. 16, 1943. He passed 
away Wednesday, Dec. 
3, 2025, at the age of 82 
years old. He was the oldest 
son of George and Magda-
lena Taillon. He grew up on 
the family farm four miles 
south of Grayson and attend-
ed Columbia and Grayson 
Schools.

Maurice worked most of worked most of his 
life in the construction industry as a mechanical 
insulator doing both commercial and industrial insulation 
applications. He had his own Insulation Company for 15 
years and retired in 2003 after 35 years. Upon retiring, Mau-

ing and quadding. He moved to Melville in 2010 and looked 
forward to spending the winter in Yuma and Mexico for a 
few years.

Maurice was predeceased by his parents George in 
1988 and Magdalena in 2010. He is survived by his daugh-
ter Shannon (Murray) Schrader and their sons Kyle and 
Kory; his son Sheldon and his son Shaydon; and ex-wife 
Joyce. He also leaves behind his sister Florence (Bruce) 
Parlee and his brother Kenneth (Laurette) Taillon; as well 
as nieces and nephews.

Cremation took place with a private family burial in St. 
Henry’s Parish Cemetery in Melville.

Arrangements were by Bailey’s Funeral and Cremation 
Care, Melville.

Obituary Maurice Richard Taillon
Sept. 16, 1943 - Dec. 3, 2025

On Dec. 6, 2025, Betty 
passed away at the age of 
80 years with her daughters 
by her side, following a tough 
battle with cancer.

She was predeceased 
by her parents, George and 
Mary Crossman; husband 
Alvin Snider; brother Harry 
Crossman; sister Reta Cross-
man; sister-in-law Margaret 
Crossman; sister-in-law Elaine 
Crossman; sister-in-law Violet 
Lucyk; and brother-in-law Law-
rence Snider.

Betty is survived by her children: Cathy Youck  
and  Charlene (Kevin) Stephens;  four grandchildren,
Samuel and Jonathan Youck, Jacob and Jordan Ste-
phens; brother Lloyd Crossman; brother-in-law Mervin 
(Myrna) Snider; sister-in-law Hazel  Snider; sister-in-
law Delores (Jim) Goldstone; and brother-in-law Dwight 
(Gladys) Snider; many nieces and nephews; and an abun-
dance of great friends.

Betty was raised on a farm near Balcarres. After grad-
uation, she attended business college in Regina, where 
she and Alvin married and raised their two daughters. She 
worked in retail pharmacy, the Wascana Rehab Centre 

to Balcarres in 1997. She then worked at Echo Lodge in 
Fort Qu'Appelle and the Balcarres Integrated Care Centre.

Mom had many good friends with whom she enjoyed 
road trips, lunches and afternoon coffee. They were a very 
important part of her life.

Above all, Mom's greatest joy was found in the love of 
her family. They shared a bond like no other.

Betty will be remembered for her kind soul with the big-
gest heart. She will be sadly missed and fondly remem-
bered by all that knew her.

Celebration of life will be held at a later date.

Obituary Elizabeth (Betty) Snider
Nov. 3, 1945 - Dec. 6, 2025

 Lil Hauser

1932 – 2015

Dear Mom    

–Lovingly missed, Brenda, Janice,
Keith and our families. 

Memoriam Memoriam
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Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Vases,
Cemetery Inscriptions and Cremation Urns.

FULLY GUARANTEED – LICENSED AND BONDED

See Our

Large Display

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

“Treating Your Family like a part of
Ours for 4 Generations”

Raymond and Crystal Bailey,
Don Klus and Len VargaCAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales
• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

Dennis Temple 306-332-1335

or 306-728-8197

Licensed and Bonded

DIRECTORY 

ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group

1-844-464-6397

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

FUNERAL + MONUMENT DIRECTORY

Keith Hawken  306-695-2479
Michael Rey 306-901-7440
Laurie Rey 306-901-7000

mrey@sasktel.net

Cemetery Memorials • In Cemetery Lettering
Memorial Levelling  • Memorial Restoration 

Royal Canadian Legion

General Meeting 2nd Thursday at 2 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICE
RESORT VILLAGE OF FORT SAN

Notice of Discretionary
Use Application

Public Notice is hereby given that the Council of the Resort 
Village of Fort San that pursuant to section 55 of The Planning 
and Development Act, 2007 gives notice that a discretionary 
use application has been received and the details are as 
follows:

Discretionary Use Permit: Short-term Rental 
Lot A, Block 1, Plan FS560   

INTENT: The applicant is seeking approval to operate a 
short-term rental property. 
PUBLIC INSPECTION: Any person may inspect the 

of 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., Tuesday to Thursday, excluding 
statutory holidays. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Council will hold a public hearing on 
December 16, 2025 at 4:15 pm.  The public hearing will be 

W Fort Qu’Appelle, SK.  Any person or group that wants to 
comment on the proposed application is welcome to attend 
or to submit comments prior to the meeting. Council will 
consider all comments received.
Issued at the Resort Village of Fort San November 26, 2025.

Amy Railton, CAO

Published 

Fridays

Auctions

2S Auctioneers

306-260-
7447

PAYING CASH

EXPERIENCE THE 
ULTIMATE  
GETAWAY!

Extraordinary villa in 
Osoyoos, BC,  with 
breathtaking lake 
views and  just 3 

minutes from town.
Vacation in Canada’s

warmest 
destination. 

Or wanting warmer 
weather? 

 Two luxurious 5-star 
resort units in 

Phoenix, Arizona. 
Doug 306-716-2671
osoyooslakevilla.com

AGPRO - BUYING:
FEED BARLEY &

HEATED CANOLA
For Bids, Call/Text:

306-873-0481 
or visit: 

agproseeds.com
AGPRO MARKET 

REPORT:
Farmers, call to 

sign up for 
Free Today!

GET IT
WEEKLY

Join the more

than 12,000 readers 

who enjoy and

support  the local 

newspaper. 

Subscribe by calling
1-844-GNG-NEWS

Janitor Wanted

Province Wide

$ Paying Cash $

*1995 International Truck

*Farm King roller mill

*9 ft. Leon dozer blade

306-538-4531 or 

306-736-9192

For Sale

Services
Indian Head Library

OPEN HOURS

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY - New Hours

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

CLOSED Monday and Sunday

Laundromat 
for Sale

For Rent
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
238 - 3rd Ave. E.   

Office Ph. 306-728-2551
Office Hours: Mondays 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clergy: Deacon Kevin Prouten

www.stpaulsmelville.ca
Sunday, Dec. 14:

2:00 p.m. Worship Service with
 Sunday School Christmas Prog.

Monday, Dec. 15:
7:00 p.m. St. Paul’s Council

*  *  *
–– at Neudorf/Lemberg --

Sunday, Dec. 14:
*9 a.m. Worship at Trinity Lemb
*11 a.m. Worship at Christ Neud

w/Holy Communion                                                                                       

ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH

306-720-0589
*Services Every Second Sunday

Dec. 14:  
10:30 a.m. Eucharist Worship

                                                                                       

FIRST UNITED CHURCH
5th Ave. E. & King St.

Rev. Brian Mee, 306-335-7611
website: firstunitedmelville.org

Sunday, Dec. 14: 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

with Ray Yost                                                                                    

(A Church with a Caring Heart)
 800 Prince Edward St.
Melville Comm. Works)  

Ph. 306-728-2347 
Pastor Tim Oehler

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. Pre-service Prayer

10:00 a.m. Coffee and Welcome
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
www.melvilleriverchurch.org

Facebook @melvilleriverchurch
Recorded messages 

posted online                                                                                    

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

258 - 10th Ave. W. 
Ph. 306-728-3971

Pastor Ronald Shumba 
facebook.com/gslcmelville

Dec. 11: 7:00 p.m. Bible Study
Dec. 12: 7:00 p.m. Youth Group

Dec. 13: 7 p.m. Christmas Concert 
at Community Works

Dec. 14: 9:15 a.m. Choir
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Stewardship Fundraiser
Dec. 15, 16: Office Open

Dec. 17, 18: Office Closed
Dec. 18: 7:00 p.m. Bible Study                                                                                       

Fr. Basil Malowany
basilmalowany@gmail.com 

306-540-5102
Sunday, Dec. 14

4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Sunday, Dec. 21:

11:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy                                                                                       

th Ave. W.
Office Ph. 306-728-5022 

Pastor Jon Pettinger
Associate Pastor: Jesse Darby

Sunday:  
Connections at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Service at 11 a.m.

Online services can be found at:  
www.melvillebaptist.com                                                                                   

5th Ave. W. & Queen St. 
Church Office Ph. 306-728-5001

Dec. 14: 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service                                                                                     

CATHOLIC CHURCH
729 Main St. – Office 

Ph. 306-728-5702
Res. Ph. 306-728-2305

111 - 8th Ave. W.
Father Melchor Samonte
Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.               
Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.                                                                                        

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church - Canada) 

 502 - 4th Ave. W. – Church Office 
Ph. 306-728-5689

Email: zlcpastor@myaccess.ca
www.zionlutheranmelville.com

Sunday, Dec. 14: 
Divine Service

Church of the Lutheran Hour 
heard Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

on 940 CJGX Radio, Yorkton
                                                                                        

NEW LIFE 

Worship

Wednesday Kids Club - 3:30 p.m.
                                                                                     

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Youth Group – 7 p.m.

Rev. Dr. James R. Graham
                                                                                    

ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Tomy Mandapathil
Saturday, Dec. 13:

5:00 p.m. Mass Service
                                                                                   

Sunday, Dec. 14: 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
with Rev. Cheryl Johnson

3rd Sunday of Advent
                                                                                  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WAPELLA

Sunday, Dec. 14: 
 No Worship Service

                                                                                  
WHITEWOOD 

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, Dec. 14 

2:30 p.m. Communion Service

                                                                                  

LUTHERAN 
417 3rd Street South

*Sunday Services 10 a.m.*
email: pipestoneparish@sasktel.net                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave. — 306-736-2237
email: kwpc@sasktel.net

*Services Held 1st and 3rd Sundays
at 9:30 a.m. Minister will vary*

Dec. 14:
Advent Three Communion Service

with Wayne Lewis
                                                                                   

701 3rd Street - 306-736-8992
Website: kiplingpeopleschurch.com
Pastors: Kevin & Merodee Hassler
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Ministry
                                                                                   

ST. ANNE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
418 First St., Kipling

306-538-2163
Sunday, Dec. 14: Mass 9:00 a.m.
Mon., Dec. 15 to Tues., Dec. 23:

Simbang Gabi Novena
all Masses 7:00 p.m.

                                                                                   

400 3rd St. South, Kipling
306-736-2447, Doris

306-424-2604, George
*Worship Service 11:00 a.m.*

                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave.
(in Kipling United Church)

Sunday Worship 
in person 11:30 a.m.

Lay Person/Service Leader
306-736-2479

bkbernat@gmail.com                                                                                   

309 3rd. St. South, Kipling
306-736-2421

parklandagc@sasktel.net

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Mom’s Group
                                                                                   

Melville Churches Melville Churches 

Whitewood & Area 
Churches 

Indian Head Church 

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

801 Buxton St. - Indian Head, SK
306-695-3838

*Sunday Services 11 a.m.*
*Family Play Group – 

Mondays, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon
*Living with Cancer Support Group

2nd Tuesday of the Month
                                                                                   

Churches 

Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube 

and will be livestreamed
306-900-0600

Fort Qu’Appelle – valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

194 Bay St., Fort Qu’Appelle
Rev. Jo Mader, 306-332-4455

Sunday School & Service 10:30
Hear the Gospel, sing the faith, feel the 

family fellowship. Facebook Live. 

Wolseley celebrates 
Christmas with events

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Several community 
events are spreading holi-
day cheer in Wolseley this 
month.

St. Anne’s Catholic 
Church hosted a Christ-
mas Tea and Bake Sale on 
Dec. 6. Lakeside Nursing 
Home also held a craft 
sale last Saturday with 
proceeds supporting the 
residents’ activity fund.

Wolseley Lions Club 
partnered with the School 
Community Council to 
host a Santa Day on Dec. 7. 
Children enjoyed an after-
noon of magical entertain-
ment, treats and crafts, 
and photos with Santa 

at Dr. Isman Elementary 
School. 

On Sunday evening, 
band students from Wolse-
ley traveled to Broadview 
School where they joined 
young musicians from 
Grenfell and Broadview 
for the annual Christmas 
concert.

A Christmas Cheer 
Parade with festive floats 
will begin at 7 p.m. on Dec. 
13. Participants will as-
semble near 208 Spruce St. 
at 6:30 p.m. and organizers 
intend that the parade will 
proceed along every street 
of town.

Wolseley Rec Board is 
sponsoring a Christmas 
Lights and Decoration 
contest for town and rural 
residents. Categories in-

clude Best Business, Best 
Town Residence, Best 
Rural Residence, The 
True Spirit of Christmas 
and Children’s Choice. 
Town properties will be 
automatically included 
in the contest, but rural 
residents should call 306-
698-7610 to participate. 
Judging will be completed 
by Dec. 15 and winners an-
nounced at the elementary 
school concert on Dec. 18.

Dr. Isman Elementary 
School will present a mat-
inee of “Ho-Ho-Helping 
Santa” at 1 p.m. on Dec. 18 
and there will be an eve-
ning performance of the 
Christmas musical at 7 
p.m. the same day. 

A silver collection will 
be taken at the doors.

Donation appreciated
The Melville Heritage Museum recently hosted members of the Knights 

of Columbus during their conference. The Knights of Columbus also do-

nated to the museum. From the left are museum board members Jackie 

Rathgeber, Valdeen Mathies, Donna Mucha and Knights of Columbus 

representative Grace Molnar. The museum appreciates their support and 

encourages groups to reach out during the museum off season to ar-

range for a visit.

50th TeleMiracle to showcase local 
talent from Grasslands News area

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

The 50th anniversary 
production of TeleMiracle 
will feature several per-
formers from the Grass-
lands News area.

TeleMiracle 50 is sched-
uled to air from 7 p.m. on 
Feb. 28 to March 1, 2026. 
The annual telethon is a 
fundraiser for the Kins-
men Foundation, provid-
ing financial support to 
Saskatchewan residents 
in need of medical treat-
ment and equipment. Last 
year the program raised 
$5.7 million.

The 22-hour broadcast 
of TeleMiracle 50 will in-
clude a cast of well-known 
artists like Beverley Ma-
hood, Brad Johner, and 
Jeffrey Straker. 

As phones ring in the 
studio and pledges are 
made throughout the 

weekend, viewers will 
also enjoy entertainment 
provided by nearly 70 
Saskatchewan-based per-
formers. 

The local talent fea-
tured on TeleMiracle 50 
will include individuals 
from the Grasslands area.

Community mem-
bers may recognize Rich 
Brooks of Wolseley from 
open mic events at The 
Gallery Coffee House in 
Indian Head where he 
shared familiar tunes and 
an original composition 

“Swing on By,” a musical 
promotion of the Town of 
Wolseley. 

Brynn Ager, a teenager 
from Indian Head, will 
return to the TeleMiracle 
stage after making her 
telethon debut in 2025 
when she and her cousin 
performed a tap dance.

Rein, a young singer 
from Kennedy who has 
participated in several 
TeleMiracle productions, 
will also return to the tele-
thon in 2026, along with 
James R. Betts of Melville.

Rich Brooks

Rein Morson

Brynn Ager James R. Betts
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$ 1,000
Up to: 

in additional bonus on
select in-stock vehicles*.

Don’t 
pay for 
90 days
on all models .̂

Based on monthly payments,
finance purchases only.
Restrictions applyˆ̂ .

December 5, 2025 to 
January 2, 2026.

1091 - Boxing Month Print - EN.indd   1

† Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2024 ELANTRA Essential/2024 VENUE Essential/2024 TUCSON Preferred AWD models with an annual finance rate of 4.49%/5.49%/4.49%. Cost of borrowing is
$1,972/$2,389/$3,140. Selling price is $25,871/$25,363/$39,414. Weekly payments are $110/$110/$175 for 48/48/48 months. $2,995/$2,395/$2,995 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include
Delivery and Destination charge of $1,775/$1,950/$1,950, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST, GST/PST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Price of model shown: 2024
ELANTRA N Line Ultimate/2024 VENUE Ultimate/2024 TUCSON Ultimate Hybrid AWD is $33,856/$28,331/46,931. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,775/$1,950/$1,950, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST/GST/PST). Prices
exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Fees may vary by dealer. Prices are not established for pre-production models.

*Bonus price adjustments of $500 available on select in-stock 2024 KONA N Line trims only, on lease, finance and cash purchase from July 3, 2024 to July 30, 2024. Price adjustments are applied before taxes. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be
assigned. Model inventory for which the price adjustments are applicable may vary from dealer to dealer and from region to region. See your local Hyundai dealer for further details and applicable model inventory. † Offers available for a limited time and
subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer is non-
transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by
Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.

PH: 306-783-8080    TF:1-800-565-0002  

www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK

Dealer License # 323917

Preferred Trend
2025 TUCSON

N-Line HEV
2026 KONA 2025 ELANTRA

Luxury HEV

126
5.79
for 60 months

weekly
$

at %

T25-266 K26-013 EL25-210

119
6.59
for 60 months

weekly
$

at %
109
5.79
for 60 months

weekly
$

at %

2026 KONA2025 TUCSON
N-Line Hybrid

2025 ELANTRA
Luxury HEV

Buy the M18TM

REDLITHIUM XC5.0
Starter Kit and receive 
one (1) select M18TM tool.

While quantities last. See store associate for more details.

B

Borderland

DECEMBER 11 - 24, 2025
Moosomin Home Centre 

306-435-2642
Rocanville Home Centre

306-645-2900

Whitewood Home Centre
306-735-2410

Broadview Hardware
306-696-2222

Grenfell Hardware 306-697-2400

Grenfell Wildlife Federation hosts annual Buck Night
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Hunting and conserva-
tion enthusiasts gathered 
at Grenfell Community 
Hall on Dec. 6 for Gren-
fell Wildlife Federation’s 
fourth annual Buck Night.

The program began 
with horn measuring in 
the afternoon, followed by 
a fundraiser supper and 
social time in the evening. 
Horn measuring events 
were also held in other 
nearby communities last 
weekend.

The Grenfell club 
hosted its first Buck 
Night in 2022, in conjunc-
tion with the regular horn 
measuring. The group had 
collected raffle and auc-
tion prizes for its annual 
banquet in March 2020. 
However, the banquet was 
cancelled due to the onset 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and the items were stored 
until social events could 
resume. 

Combining the horn 
measuring in December 

2022 with a supper and 
auction proved so success-
ful that it has become an 
annual event.

Last Saturday after-
noon, hunters brought 
several deer and moose 
heads to the Community 
Hall basement where they 
were scored according 
to Wildlife Federation 
standards. Dan Grunert 
from Indian Head Wildlife 
Federation and Bowman 
Bryant from Broadview 
assisted Grenfell mem-
bers with the measuring 
process.  

Participating adults 
were entered in a cash 
prize draw; incentive was 
also provided for youth 
since they were entered in 
a draw for a Euro Mount.

Following the horn 
measuring, supper was 
served in the main area 
of the hall. A silent auc-
tion and raffle of items 
donated by local sponsors 
offered opportunities to 
take home prizes and sup-
port the Wildlife Federa-
tion. Any hunter who had 
been unsuccessful in their 

search for a trophy-wor-
thy buck this season was 
encouraged to participate 
in a “Tag Soup.” By plac-
ing an unused tag in the 
bowl, they became eligi-
ble for door prize draws. 
Funds raised through the 
Buck Night activities will 
support conservation and 
outdoor education initia-
tives in the Grenfell area.

Similar horn mea-
suring events are taking 
place throughout the 
region this month. Last 
Saturday evening, Fort 
Qu’Appelle Wildlife Fed-
eration measured 22 deer 
(including a whitetail 
deer in velvet), two elk, 
a moose and a bear head 
that were brought to Mis-
sion Ridge Ski Hill.

On Dec. 7, Broad-
view Wildlife Federation 
hosted a horn measur-
ing and hot dog roast at 
its wildlife shack west of 
town. That afternoon, the 
Save-A-Goose Wildlife 
Federation that is based 
in Vibank and meets at 
Odessa also held its an-
nual horn measuring 

event. Approximately 
30 heads were presented 
for measuring, including 
mule deer, whitetail deer, 
moose, and a pronghorn 
antelope.

The Melville branch of 
the Wildlife Federation 
was scheduled to hold its 

measuring night on Dec. 
9 at the Melville Com-
munity Works building. 
Indian Head Wildlife Fed-
eration members will sub-
mit antlers for measuring 
on Dec. 13, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., at New West Con-
crete on South Railway 

Avenue. 
Results from annual 

head and horn measuring
events will be used to de-
termine award winners 
at the Wildlife Federation
branches’ suppers next 
year.

Horn measuring

Wildlife Federation measuring night on Dec. 6, including a whitetail deer in

velvet. 

Your ad 
could have been 
HERE.

Hit the mark with us!
1-844-GNG-NEWS  
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Town of White City
Notice of Public Hearing

Town of White City
14 Ramm Avenue East, White City

t 306-781-2355 | e townoffice@whitecity.ca | www.whitecity.ca

PROPOSED OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN MAP AMENDMENT 
BYLAW NO. 721-25, THE OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN BYLAW AMENDMENT BYLAW
INTENT OF BYLAW: 
•

•
•

•

Documents

Public Hearing
Monday January 5, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. 

Town Centre Concept Map Future Land Use Map

Town of White City
Notice of Public Hearing

Town of White City
14 Ramm Avenue East, White City

t 306-781-2355 | e townoffice@whitecity.ca | www.whitecity.ca

PROPOSED ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT 
BYLAW NO. 720-25, THE ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT BYLAW
INTENT OF THE BYLAW: 
•

The Zoning Bylaw.
The Zoning Bylaw Amendment 

Bylaw

Reason for the Amendment
•

•

•

•

•

•

Documents

Public Hearing
Monday January 5, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. 

Vibank Centennial Hall demolished
After 58 years, the Vibank Centennial Hall is no more. Demolition crews tore down the aging structure 

ASHLEY SCARFE | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Ashley Scarfe
Grasslands News 

In June, a town hall meeting at the Vibank Regional 
School addressed the damning structural report con-
ducted by W. Gagnon Engineering on the Vibank Cen-
tennial Hall. Residents learned the fate of the aging 
structure: demolition. This week, crews arrived and 
the Centennial Hall is now a pile of rubble which will 
be removed in the coming weeks. 

It all began when the engineering report noted struc-
tural damage through the attic space and north arch bib 
roof. At that time, it was recommended there be no fur-
ther use of the building.

After a survey of residents, the majority of respon-
dents were favourable to the village building a new fa-
cility, while the majority indicated a preference for a 
shared-use facility in partnership with the Vibank Re-
gional School and Prairie Valley School Division. 

The Vibank Centennial Hall was built in 1967.

Vibank Centennial 
Hall demolished
due to damages

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

The Canadian Taxpayers Fed-
eration has published its annual 
“Naughty and Nice List,” and 
while several national figures 
are getting coal in their stock-
ings, Saskatchewan stands out 
for earning a spot on Santa’s 
good side.

Ontario Premier Doug Ford 
tops the Naughty List this year 
after approving hefty pay raises 
for provincial politicians, restor-
ing taxpayer-funded pensions 
and expanding political perks.

Federal Finance Minister 
François-Philippe Champagne 
joins the Naughty List for con-
tinuing to borrow tens of billions 

of dollars annually and saddling 
future generations with growing 
federal debt. The CTF says Santa 
is particularly unimpressed by 
the massive bills Ottawa keeps 
charging to tomorrow’s taxpay-
ers.

The Canada Revenue Agency 
also landed on the Naughty List 
after leaving Santa on hold for
nearly an hour and still giv-
ing him incorrect tax infor-
mation. Meanwhile, Federal 
Public Safety Minister Gary
Anandasangaree was singled 
out for targeting lawful fire-
arms owners instead of cracking 
down on illegal guns.

Quebec Premier François Le-
gault earned his Naughty List 
spot for being the only premier

still collecting a consumer car-
bon tax—an issue that continues 
to frustrate Saskatchewan resi-
dents who have long opposed the 
federal carbon tax regime.

But it wasn’t all bad news. 
Several leaders and advocates 
were celebrated for protecting 
taxpayers and pushing for more 
accountability.

Saskatchewan Premier Scott 
Moe made the Taxpayer Nice 
List, recognized for consistently 
fighting Ottawa’s carbon tax, 
pushing back on costly federal 
energy policies, and position-
ing Saskatchewan as one of the 
few provinces still committed 
to balanced-budget principles. 
The CTF says Moe remains one 
of the strongest voices nation-

ally for affordability and fiscal 
restraint—something that reso-
nates strongly across rural Sas-
katchewan.

Indigenous activist Hans
McCarthy earned a Nice List 
nod for winning a major trans-
parency case that strengthens 
accountability for First Nations 
band members. Nova Scotia Pre-
mier Tim Houston was praised 
for cutting income, sales, and
small business taxes. The Parlia-
mentary Budget Officer topped 
the Nice List for calling out
federal accounting tricks and 
shining light on Ottawa’s true 
spending numbers.

On the western front, Alberta 
Premier Danielle Smith made 
Santa’s “good books” for reduc-

ing taxpayer costs during the
teachers’ strike and helping get
students back into classrooms.

Taxpayer Naughty List:
Ontario Premier Doug Ford, 
Federal Finance Minister
François-Philippe Champagne, 
The Canada Revenue Agency, 
British Columbia Finance Min-
ister Brenda Bailey, Quebec 
Premier François Legault, Fed-
eral Public Safety Minister Gary 
Anandasangaree.

Taxpayer Nice List: Parlia-
mentary Budget Officer Jason
Jacques, Saskatchewan Premier
Scott Moe, Nova Scotia Premier 
Tim Houston, Cape Breton gun 
owners, Indigenous activist 
Hans McCarthy, Alberta Pre-
mier Danielle Smith.

Taxpayers release Naughty and Nice List — with Saskatchewan scoring high marks


