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The mailing of our newspaper publications has resumed but the Canada Post strike
is not over. In the event of future job actions, we ask subscribers to please provide 

your email and phone number to ensure we can continue to deliver your newspaper.

Send your name and email to subscribe@gngnews.ca or phone 306-728-5693.

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan RCMP Major Crimes 
has charged a 42-year-old Regina man in 
connection with the September shooting 
death of a woman near Weyburn.

Police say Chris Fahlman was ar-
rested in Regina on Nov. 1 following a 
nearly two-month investigation into the 
death of 44-year-old Tanya Myers.

Myers was a passenger in one of two 
vehicles travelling along Highway 39 on 
Sept. 12, when both were struck by bul-
lets. She was pronounced dead after the 
shooting, which prompted a large-scale 
investigation by RCMP Major Crimes, 
with assistance from the Weyburn Police 

Service and other provincial law enforce-
ment agencies.

“Tanya’s death left her family, friends, 
and the community mourning,” said 
Insp. Ashley St. Germaine, Senior Inves-
tigative Officer with the Saskatchewan 
RCMP’s Major Crimes Branch during a 
news conference on Nov. 3. “Saskatche-
wan RCMP Major Crimes has been dili-
gently investigating the circumstances 
of Tanya. They have now determined 
some of those answers. We were able to 
share them with Tanya’s loved ones this 
weekend and can now share them with 
the public.”

“Our investigators determined an 
adult male discharged the firearm that 
struck the vehicles,” Insp. St. Germaine 
said. “On Saturday (Nov. 1), Major 
Crimes arrested the adult male in Re-
gina, 42-year-old Chris Fahlman from 
Regina is charged with one count of 
manslaughter with a firearm, one count 
of careless use of a firearm, one count 
of carrying a weapon for the purpose of 
committing an offense, and one count of 
occupying a motor vehicle knowing that 
there is a firearm inside. We are not seek-
ing any other suspects in relation to this 
investigation.”

Police noted that they were not aware 
of a direct link between Fahlman and 
Myers.

“We are not aware of any direct con-
nection between the accused and the oc-
cupants and the two vehicles that were 
struck,” Insp. St. Germaine said. “Tan-
ya’s family has been updated by inves-
tigators. Our thoughts are with them as 
they continue to grieve and process this 
new information. They ask that you re-
spect their ongoing request for privacy. 
They did want to express their appreci-
ation of the investigation to date. They 
also wanted to share that they are re-

lieved that the person responsible has 
been charged, as they can now begin 
their healing process.”

The investigation saw a number of po-
lice entities working together, including 
several area RCMP detachments, Major 
Crimes, the Weyburn Police Service, 
the Saskatchewan Provincial Protective 
Services, and the Saskatchewan Marshal 
Service.

“At this point in time, we don’t have 
any evidence to support that there’s an-
other suspect involved,” Insp. St. Ger-
maine told Grasslands News. “That said, 
our investigation does not stop now that 
we’ve made an arrest in this case. There’s 
still other outstanding tasks to take care 
of to ensure that the matter is fully inves-
tigated and prepared to go to court.”

Fahlman appeared briefly in Regina 
Provincial Court, twice on Nov. 3 via 
video, with his matter initially adjourned 
to the following day to speak with his 
lawyer. The Crown is opposed to Fahl-
man’s release from incarceration, and 
a publication ban has been put in place, 
prohibiting reports on evidence or infor-
mation presented during bail proceed-
ings. Fahlman has since been remanded 
for a show cause hearing on Nov. 6 to de-
cide whether or not he will receive bail.

Fahlman grew up on a farm near Kro-
nau and had recently started his own 
business, Fahlman Home Inspections, in 
2022. The company was based in Qu’Ap-
pelle and served several communities 
across southern Saskatchewan. 

In an eerie social media post dated 
Sept. 13 – just one day after the shooting 
occurred – Fahlman shared a link to the 
RCMP’s investigation, stating “this is ab-
solutely disgusting – what is this world 
coming to?”

After news of Fahlman’s arrest broke 
last week, the Saskatchewan REAL-

TORS® Association was quick to ter-
minate his membership as a business 
partner.

“We are aware of recent criminal 
charges involving Chris Fahlman, a 
Saskatchewan home inspector,” Sas-
katchewan REALTORS® Association 
CEO Chris Guérette stated in a memo to 
members on Nov. 3. “We want to clarify 
that Mr. Fahlman’s membership with the 
Association has been terminated.”

She stressed that Fahlman no longer 
has access to services the association 
provides as a business partner.

“We know stories like this can raise 
concern, but please be assured that 
we take these matters very seriously,” 
Guérette noted. “Our priority remains 
protecting the integrity of the industry 
and maintaining public trust in Sas-
katchewan REALTORS® and industry 
professionals.”

Local man charged in Weyburn-area highway shooting death
Suspect is Qu’Appelle business owner Chris Fahlman

Chris Fahlman

Pumpkin graveyard
Dozens of Jack-o-lanterns formed a Pumpkin Graveyard on the corner of Grand and Woodward Ave. in Indian Head last weekend. Community members 

were invited to add their carved pumpkins to the display after Halloween. On Monday, the pumpkins were delivered to a local farm as “treats” for the 

animals. A similar initiative was organized by Wolseley Public Library.

SARAH PACIO | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Tanya Myers
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2025 MARKED 80 YEARS AS A TUBMAN FAMILY BUSINESS
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Please reach out our offices if 
there is anything you would like to 
discuss. We look forward to hearing 
from you.

10-29-2025_Kaeding, Keisig, Crasswaller_RFL.indd   1 10/30/2025   3:20:21 PM

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

After four years of 
lobbying, David Reed’s 
dream might finally be 
coming to fruition. A re-
gional sergeant major for 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices in Regina, Reed has 
been asking for a medal 
to honour fallen first re-
sponders that have died 
in the line of duty or from 
work-related injuries.  

“Especially for oper-
ational stress injury, it 
gives an open permission 
to start talking,” Reed 
told Grasslands News 
when asked what such 
an honour will symbol-
ize. “To see a pin or the 
medallion on a loved one 
on a special event such 
as Remembrance Day or 
a police memorial, it’s 
something that we can all 
reflect and know that per-
son and their family has 
given the ultimate sacri-
fice for Saskatchewan peo-
ple. Now that, to have our 
community recognized 
not only by Saskatchewan 
but hopefully across Can-
ada since we are a leader 
in Saskatchewan, I would 
love to see that happen.” 

That cause for recog-
nition and remembrance 
has been a vitally import-
ant for Reed. 

“Every time that we go 
to a police memorial - be 
it RCMP, be it Saskatch-
ewan Police Memorial, 
and other memorials, as 
we congregated across 
Canada to remember 
fallen from the Canadian 

Forces - it always strikes 
me so importantly that 
we recognize service and 
we recognize the families 
and their sacrifices that 
they gave to the people of 
Saskatchewan so we can 
always stay protected and 
move forward,” he said. 

Reed spoke during a 
media availability at the 
Legislative Building, or-
ganized by the opposition 
NDP. However, that event 
was delayed after the Sask 
Party announced they will 
back a memorial emblem 
– some 20 minutes before 
Corrections, Policing and 
Public Safety critic Nicole 
Sarauer could begin. 

“I’m joined with some 
of Saskatchewan’s first re-
sponders, the people who 
put themselves in harm’s 
way every single day to 
keep our communities 
safe,” she said. “When a 
police officer, firefighter 
or paramedic loses their 
life in the line of duty or 
as a result of their service, 
we owe them and their 
families more than words. 
We owe them lasting rec-
ognition from the prov-
ince they served.” 

As Corrections, Po-
licing and Public Safety 
Minister Tim McLeod 
explained during Ques-
tion Period on Nov. 4, 
the Saskatchewan Me-
morial Emblem has been 
modelled after the Eliz-
abeth Emblem, a recog-
nition awarded to family 
members of fallen public 
servants in the United 
Kingdom.  

“It is also similar to the 

Memorial Cross, which is 
granted as a memento of 
personal loss and sacri-
fice in respect of Canadian 
Forces military personnel 
who lay down their lives 
for this country,” he said. 
“Saskatchewan will be the 
first province in Canada 
to have an award of this 
kind. The emblem will be 
comprised of a medallion, 
a scroll, and a miniature 
pin, and will be presented 
to family members as a 
lasting symbol of the prov-
ince’s gratitude and re-
spect for their loved one’s 
sacrifice.” 

McLeod called the 
emblem “a measure to 
meaningfully recognize 
the courage and selfless-
ness that defines our pub-
lic safety community.” 
It will also complement 
the $900,000 Saskatche-
wan Protective Service 
Memorial, which saw its 
groundbreaking back in 
September and is esti-
mated to be complete in 
fall 2026.  

“These individuals, 
the firefighters, the police 
officers, the paramedics, 
and other Protective Ser-
vices personnel embody 
the very best of our prov-
ince,” McLeod said, look-
ing toward the gallery 
where a group of first re-
sponders observed pro-
ceedings. “Names of the 
honoured will be recorded 
in a formal register and 
etched on the Saskatche-
wan Protective Services 
Memorial located in the 
legislative precinct, en-
suring that their sacrifice 

is permanently remem-
bered and preserved for 
future generations.” 

As for a nomination 
process regarding the 
emblem, McLeod stated 
the province will be en-
gaging with public safety 
stakeholders to consult on 
the emblem’s nomination 
process and eligibility cri-
teria. 

“To the families of 
our fallen heroes, your 
loved ones will always be 
remembered,” he said. 
“Their legacy lives on 
in the communities they 
served and in the hearts of 
a very grateful province. 
The Saskatchewan Me-
morial Emblem ensures 
their legacy of service and 
sacrifice will be honoured 
not just today, but for gen-
erations to come.” 

Sarauer was quick to 

thank McLeod and the 
government for the an-
nouncement of the em-
blem. 

“This is an important 
day in Saskatchewan,” 
she said. “Of course, none 
of us wish that there was a 
need to create this medal 
or to create this memorial, 
but the truth is too many 
people don’t come home 
from work that are first 
responders. We’ve lost 
too many lives, and us as 
a society need to do every-
thing we can to honour 
that ultimate sacrifice.” 

In speaking to report-
ers, Sarauer underlined 
how the creating the em-
blem is less about politics 
and focused on remem-
brance. 

“This isn’t a partisan 
issue, it’s about respect; 
it’s about gratitude, and 

it’s about doing what’s 
right,” she said. “The gov-
ernment is building a me-
morial, and that’s great,
but we can and should
do both. A medal sends a
powerful message that the
people who protect us are 
never forgotten. It would
provide families of these
fallen heroes with some-
thing special to pass down 
for generations to come. 
We are glad that the gov-
ernment has now changed 
their position on this issue
and agreed to do a provin-
cial emblem, thanks to the
hard work of David and all
of these first responders.” 

According to McLeod, 
the emblem was meant
to be announced after the 
memorial wall project, es-
sentially a two-part trib-
ute.

Four years later

responders who die while on the job. He spoke during a news conference on

Long-awaited memorial emblem
to honour fallen heroes unveiled
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The City of Melville will be hosting

to help you get connected with Voyent Alert! — 
our new community notification system.

Join us to learn more, ask questions, and get hands-on help with:
 Creating your account
 Setting your preferences
 Understanding how notifications work

All residents are welcome to attend — we will make sure you’re set up and ready
to stay informed!

Voyent Alert! to improve 
Melville communication 

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The City of Melville has 
launched Voyent Alert!, a 
new multi-purpose notifi-
cation system designed to 
keep residents informed 
about important local up-
dates, emergencies, and 
community events. The 
same system is used in 
many other communities 
including Whitewood, 
Fort Qu’Appelle, Kipling 
and Indian Head.

The personalized alert 
system delivers notifica-
tions about critical events 
such as fires, floods, water 
breaks, and other emer-
gencies, along with ev-
eryday updates like road 
closures and water adviso-
ries. The goal is to ensure 
residents receive timely 
and relevant information 
directly to their devices.

City officials say Voy-
ent Alert! allows users to 
customize alerts based on 

their location and prefer-
ences. Residents can track 
multiple locations—such 
as home, school, or work-
place—and choose how 
they wish to receive mes-
sages, whether by mobile 
app, text, email, or voice 
call.

The service empha-
sizes privacy and con-
venience, promising no 
spam and only essential 
messages. Registration is 
free and simple through 
the Voyent Alert! website 
or mobile app, available 
for download on both the 

Apple App Store and Goo-
gle Play.

The City will be host-
ing open houses to share 
information on the sys-
tem. Open houses are 
scheduled for Nov. 12 with 
Melville Housing Author-
ity, to the public at the 
CN Community Centre 
on Nov. 13 at 10 a.m. to 12 
pm. And Nov. 19 from 6 to 
8 p.m., and to Cumberland 
Villas residents from 2 to 
4 p.m.

To register, visit 
h t t p s : / / r e g i s t e r . v o y -
ent-alert.com.

MARINA CAIN
REALTOR®

Realty Executives 
Diversified Realty

306-540-4433

WHITE CITY LISTING

If you’re looking for small 
town living close to Regina,
This could be it! This 1,881 sq ft two-storey split sits on a 104’ x 
250’ lot and includes a triple garage, 30’ x 36’ workshop, and 10’ x 
14’ shed — all equipped with a separate boiler system with in-floor 
heat. The property also features an invisible fence for your pets. 
Call today to schedule your private viewing! Priced at $850,000 
MLS® SK020822.

19 Lott Road

t lit it 104’

LANDFILL

• Dec. 1 to March 31 •
Monday to Friday 9:00 to 4:30

Saturday and Sunday Closed
Closed Statutory Holidays

• April 1 to Nov. 30 •
Monday to Saturday

8:00 to 4:30
Sunday Closed

Closed Statutory Holidays
ACCEPTING: Used oil, filters and containers; 

Used Antifreeze; Batteries; Select household 
chemicals; Grain Bags & Twine; Concrete; 

Asphalt.
Info: northvalleywaste.ca

25111WW0
25112WW0
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Balcarres
Agencies Ltd.

Off ering a wide selection of products and expertise 

• Personal Insurance   • Commercial Insurance
    • Specialty Products    • Agri-Business

216 Main St. Balcarres, SK
Phone: 306-334-2401   Fax: 306-334-2705

Email: balcarresagencies@sasktel.net
www.balcarresagencies.saskbrokers.com

Phone 306-332-4666     1-800-563-4608   
122 Company Ave. S., Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

For all your Insurance needs!

Representing: • SGI Canada
• Wawanesa • SMI • Wynward Insurance Company

• Germania Mutual • Aviva • Oasis • Intact
• HUB Life and Financial Services

• Portage Mutual • Group Medical Services
• Red River Mutual and Many More.

• Saskatchewan Blue Cross
• SGI Motor License Issuer

BOCK & COMPANY
LAW OFFICE

LYNNETTE BOCK, B.A., J.D.

PHONE: (306) 745-3952

FAX: (306) 745-6119

Rocanvile, Friday Afternoons

Phone: (306) 645-4552

$10*/week *Must be prepaid, plus GST, 

A plan for living

 RRC, EPC 

Baran & Company 
 CPA Professional Coporation (Accountants)

1850 McAra Street
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4N 6C4

Tel: 306-352-2522
Fax: 306-352-2886

Email: baran@lbaran.com

PROFESSIONALS DIRECTORY

PRAIRIE STRONG
Chartered Professional Accountants

www.prairiestrong.ca

Melville
306-728-4525

Esterhazy
306-745-6611

Grenfell
306-697-3558

Whitewood
306-735-2385

Balcarres
306-334-2923

Indian Head
306-695-2303

Fort Qu’Appelle
306-332-6651

Ituna
306-795-3190

Nicholas Smiatek,

 HALFORD LAW OFFICE HALFORD LAW OFFICE
PROF. CORP.PROF. CORP.

Barrister and SolicitorBarrister and Solicitor

306-728-4581

Fisher

“I’ve met with Mr. Reed several times and I was 
happy to work with him as we developed this initia-
tive,” McLeod said after Question Period on Nov. 4. 
“I had indicated to him that we were working on the 
wall first and then we would look at the emblem. Now 
that the wall is well underway, I was happy to be able 
to make the announcement today that we’re moving on 
with the next phase of the plan.”

As to why the government has taken its time in an-
nouncing the second phase, McLeod noted the impor-
tance of ‘getting it right’.

“It’s the first of its kind in Canada, and we wanted 
to make sure that if we’re leading the nation in this, 
we want to get it right,” he said. “We’ve been doing 
research to make sure that as we unveil this program 
that it’s going to be consistent with what’s happening in 
other jurisdictions.”

The design of the Memorial Emblem will be unveiled 
at a later date, and the honour will include the names of 
those honoured being recorded in a Register and etched 
on the Saskatchewan Protective Services Memorial in 
the Legislative Precinct in Regina. 

Fallen heroes emblem unveiled
- continued from page 2

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

Starting this month, the 
Saskatchewan Health Au-
thority will begin posting 
daily updates about emer-
gency service disruptions. 
The action is in response 
to concerns over frequent 
but temporary emergency 
room closures in health-
care centres across the 
province and the lacklus-
tre methods of alerting the 
public. 

“Between February of 
2018 and July of 2019 — so, 
18 months — Saskatchewan 
Health Authority reported 
86 hospital closures,” said 
NDP Health critic Jared 
Clarke during a debate in 
the Legislature on Oct. 30. 
“Then, between November 
2023 and May of 2025 — 18 
months — that number 
shot up to 643 hospital clo-

sures. That’s nearly a 800 
per cent increase. Hun-
dreds of these closures 
have involved rural emer-
gency rooms.” 

Clarke also introduced 
the Provincial Health Au-
thority (ER Closure right-
to-know) Amendment Act
on Oct. 30, with the SHA 
announcement coming out 
the same day as first read-
ing on the bill. 

“I have heard directly
from community members 
and community leaders 
across the province this 
summer that there was 
frustrations around the 
notification process for 
disruptions, Mr. Speaker,” 
Health Minister Jeremy 
Cockrill said during the de-
bate. “This is why I tasked 
the Saskatchewan Health
Authority with coming up 
with a new process. That 
process has now been an-

nounced today, and I invite 
the member opposite to
take a look.” 

Derek Miller, Chief Op-
erating Officer of the SHA, 
told Grasslands News how
the service disruptions will 
be posted on their main 
website (saskhealthauthor-
ity.ca). 

“We’ve definitely heard 
some of the frustration out 
there around how people 
are learning about service 
disruptions to emergency 
departments and we’ve 
taken steps this week to 
change our internal pro-
cesses in preparation for 
next week when we’ll
start sharing those up-
dates every day for 4 p.m., 
seven days a week,” he
said. “We’ll upload to our 
website any disruptions 
within the next 24 hours. I 
think that will provide a lot 
more clarity for residents 
of rural and northern Sas-
katchewan.” 

A section of the SHA
website was already de-
voted to service disrup-
tions, and Miller explained 
why it has not been uti-
lized for temporary closure 
events. 

“At this point in time,
we have a disruption web-
site although it’s limited 
to disruptions that last 
more than seven days and 
most of our disruptions are 
short,” he said. “They’re 
short notice or because we 
don’t have a physician for 
a shift, an eight-hour shift, 
or a nurse or a lab tech-
nician isn’t available or 
equipment failure. Those
are the main drivers of dis-
ruptions, but the short du-
ration, so they don’t end up 
going to our website.” 

Public reporting was 
slated to begin at the begin-

ning of November. 
“Any disruption that is

logged for the coming 24 
hours will be uploaded to 
the website, so the public 
will be able to access that,” 
Miller said. “In addition to 
that, 811 is always available 
for the public to call.” 

The SHA’s response in 
posting closure informa-
tion to their website is a 
good start, but some ques-
tion if it’s the best method 
of alerting the public. 

“My biggest comment
on the SHA posting updates 
by 4 p.m. daily is more a 
question - where will these 
notifications be placed?” 
asked Kipling Mayor Pat 
Jackson. “If they are on-
line only, what about the 
seniors that are not com-
puter savvy? How are they 
going to let the people of the
province know where they 
can find this information?” 

For several months, the 
Town of Kipling has been 
posting ER closure infor-
mation through their so-
cial media – a method the 
provincial government also 
encouraged municipalities 
to undertake. However, 
as Mayor Jackson pointed 
out, communication be-
tween municipalities and 
the health authority leaves 
much to be desired. 

“Our municipality has
made attempts to speak 
with SHA,” she said. “My 
best contacts have not 
been the communications 
people but rather those in 
middle management - and 
we do know that there are 
many layers of managers - 
who work in our region. I 
am really happy that there 
are some who see the value 
in open and frank discus-
sions.” 

Ultimately, Mayor Jack-

son would like to see action 
above words and trimming 
the fat in such a large orga-
nization.   

“I feel that it is time for 
the Provincial Government 
to ‘do’ what they have been 
saying they are ‘planning 
to do’ - a deep dive into the 
structure and operation of 
the SHA,” she said. “It was 
touted as the ‘be all and 
end all’ of organizations 
when it was created, how-
ever, I can’t imagine that 
anyone in any government 
expected that it would grow
to such a gargantuan size. 
When it takes two manag-
ers to oversee a single per-
son who is a CLXT (both 
lab and X-ray), it really is 
an example of what exists 
throughout the organiza-
tion. If the number of peo-
ple at the top were reduced, 
there would be consider-
ably more money available 
for the training and hiring
of the people who actually 
do the work.” 

There has been progress 
made in terms of staffing 
rural facilities, as Miller 
noted hundreds of trained 
healthcare workers have 
been added recently. 

“We’ve worked really 
hard over the last number 
of years to stabilize ser-
vices in rural,” he said. 
“We’ve been successful in
expanding the number of 
nurses that are working 
in our sites so that we’ve 
reduced significantly the 
number of disruptions that 
are driven by nursing va-
cancies.” 

Adding 320 new nurses
and recruiting to an ad-
ditional 77 positions has 
demonstrated that prog-
ress, according to Miller. 

“We’ve made improve-
ments in terms of how sites 

are stabilized,” he said.
“And then on the physician
side, we have the virtual
physician program, which 
is it is avoiding many dis-
ruptions in the 28 commu-
nities where it’s currently 
in operation or available
for utilization. It’s really
focused on those communi-
ties where there have been 
ongoing risks of disrup-
tion.” 

The result of these ac-
tions is that a vast major-
ity of SHA facilities do not 
experience service disrup-
tions. 

“It’s really a smaller
grouping of facilities that 
we’re focused on that
will be impacted by the
changes,” Miller said.
“In addition, we’ve made
changes so that our 811 
team, which we operate
that service, they will now
be the central point in cap-
turing the information and 
in position to answer ques-
tions from the public about
service availability in their
area.” 

As for the need for mu-
nicipalities continuing to
post closure information,
that decision will be up to
them if they want to con-
tinue, but extra promotion
of the message can’t hurt. 

“We really appreciate
the partnerships that we 
have with our local com-
munities, the municipal-
ities and towns,” Miller 
said. Our intent is that
we’re going to have that in-
formation available. It’ll be 
online or available by call-
ing 811, and we wouldn’t
have an expectation for
the town to communicate,
although certainly would
respect their wishes if they
wanted to continue to share
information.” 

SHA announces ways to find hospital service disruptions
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Residential, Commercial & 
Agricultural Contracting! 

Kenosee Park, SK

306-961-4118
Darren@rococoltd.com

2130B Broad Street, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 1Y5

306-352-2552
CALL COLLECT

“Doing a smiling business for over a decade and a half”

Tru-Fit Denture Clinic
For all your denture needs:

Housing Available
Melville, Yorkton, and Canora

goodspirit.ha@gov.sk.ca or 
1-833-583-HOME for more info

Everyone deserves a home!

  1-833-583-HOME (4663)

Michael J. Litschko, RMT
- MASSAGE THERAPIST -

SATURDAYS: 
8:00 A.M. TO NOON

APPOINTMENTS: 

Business Hours
Tuesday - Friday  8:30 a.m. -  5:30 p.m.

Saturday  8:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m.
Open Over Lunch

• Deli Meats

•  Jerky 

•Barbecue Needs

• Liquor Vendor 
Spirits &Wines

Grayson, SK
Phone: 306 794-2113

CARE AND WELLNESS +  DIRECTORY

Tammy Oryschak
306-720-0789

perSUNalizedbyTammy@gmail.com

Rachelle Schill
Registered Nurse - Foot Care Nurse

Relief and maintenance of 
callusing, corns, ingrown, 

thickened toenails and
hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

Relief and maintenance of 
callusing, corns, ingrown,

thickened toenails and
hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

ABERNETHY 

NEW - CARLYLE 

KRONAU 

NEW - STRASBOURG 

WAPELLA 

NEW - WHITEWOOD 

NEW - WHITEWOOD 

WHITEWOOD 

NEW - WHITEWOOD 

LANE REALTY

WITH OVER 40 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
PH: 306-569-3380  EMAIL: lanerealtycorp@sasktel.net

For all of your buying or selling needs.... Contact:

www.lanerealty.com

JASON BEUTLER
306-735-7811

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Twenty-five people 
gathered at The Gallery 
Coffee House in Indian 
Head on Sunday after-
noon, sipping coffee or tea 
while Mario Isita, propri-
etor of The Sinking Canoe 
Antiques, spoke about 
the evolution of pottery 
to porcelain. The Sinking 
Canoe and Grace & Thyme 
antique shops partnered 
with The Gallery to host 
the informal session on 
Nov. 2. 

Prior to owning the 
shop in Indian Head, Isita 
worked as an architect and 
as an art history teacher 
in Italy. His presentation 
last weekend provided in-
sight to the composition 
and designs of ancient pot-
tery and antique porcelain 
and explained how it was 
introduced to European 
markets.

Trade Routes
The group listened 

with rapt attention, po-
litely interjecting with 
an occasional question, 
while Isita explained how 
wares were transported in 
large clay jars from China 
to Europe in 700 AD and 
onward. He described the 
caravans’ journeys along 
the Silk Road, bringing 
silk and spices from the 
Far East to wealthy cus-
tomers in Italy and else-
where.

Isita noted how world 
dynamics and changes in 
empires impacted trade. 
He explained that ship-
ping routes were estab-
lished as explorers and 
merchants ventured fur-
ther abroad in the 1400s. 
This led to the introduc-
tion of Chinese-made por-
celain to western markets 
where possession of the 
costly objects was consid-
ered a status symbol. The 
precious items became 
even more accessible to 
Europeans in the 1700s 
when private shipping 
companies, like the East 

Indian Company, began 
transporting ships full of 
porcelain.

“Imagine these big 
ships full of these trea-
sures, very expensive; it 
was a very risky business, 
but the profits were in-
credible,” Isita said.

Pottery to Porcelain
Isita provided a de-

tailed history of pottery 
and the materials used in 
different eras by artisans 
in Egypt, Greece, Rome, 
and China. He explained 
the ways that colours 
were added by using glaze 
made from different min-
erals, or by cooking layers 
of clay at particular tem-
peratures.

He showed several 
pieces from his collection 
that gave a visual repre-
sentation of the transition 
from the dull-coloured 
containers of ancient 
Greece to the white por-
celain dishes of China’s 
Ming Dynasty. He drew 
attention to the blue glaze 
on a small Egyptian figu-
rine that was purchased 
from a New York antique 
shop. As an example of 
Greek pottery, he pointed 
out the shape and design 
of a temple kylix that he 
found many years ago 
in a field in Italy. Isita 
then held up a beautifully 
painted porcelain bowl 
from China, gently tap-
ping it so everyone could 
hear the musical tone it 
made.

He encouraged the 
group to not only appreci-
ate the beauty and age of 
the antique items, but also 
the stories associated with 
each one.

“Imagine how many 
persons have used or 
touched it. People have 
used these antique ob-
jects and all the histories, 
all the memories are at-
tached to these objects,” 
he commented. “You all 
collect something, so you 
know that the nicest thing 
about the object is not the 
object, it’s the memories 
that it has. Every age, 
every person that used 
them can add something 
to a little object.”

Antique Characteristics
Near the end of the pre-

sentation, Isita provided 
collectors with advice for
recognizing authentic an-
tiques. For example, he 
recommended that they 
observe the designs on 
porcelain pieces and noted 
that precise painting and 
brighter colours are often 
characteristic of newer 
pieces.

After the session con-
cluded, Isita encouraged 
his audience to gently
handle the pieces he had 
brought in order to com-
pare the weight and tex-
tures.

“It’s important that
you touch these objects 
because the feeling of an 
antique piece is something 
that makes you recognize 
if it’s antique, not only 

the colour or shape,” Isita
said.

Those attending the
presentation agreed that
it was both interesting and 
informative, so Isita has 
offered to host a second
session later this month. 
His presentation “English 
Porcelain: From Imitation 
to Innovation” will take 
place at The Gallery Coffee
House on Nov. 16 at 1 p.m.

Antique collector shares the 
history of pottery and porcelain

Mario Isita from The Sinking Canoe Antiques shop shared an interesting pre-

sentation about the evolution of pottery at The Gallery Coffee House in Indian 

Head on Nov. 2.
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Editor

“For the cause that needs assistance; 
for the wrong that needs resistance; 

the future in the distance and 
the good that we can do.”

When the surfaces shatter 
(Remembrance Day)

I’m a freelancer, a peddler. I offer up pertinent facts 
woven into bite-sized narratives. It pays enough to cover 
the bills. Most of  the time, I simply write the story and 
file it. But now and then, there are stories that will seep 
through the page – and bleed out into my own.  

The Communities for Veterans Ride Across Canada 
was intended to raise awareness of  the suffering that 
many veterans endure because of  PTSD. Paul Nichols and 
his wife Terry organized the horseback ride across Can-
ada in 2015. Their goal was to raise money for programs to 
help those veterans – who had made their way back home 
- only to find themselves fighting solitary battles along 
endlessly elusive front lines.

Paul, a Canadian Armed Forces veteran who had 
served in Bosnia Herzegovina, had been embroiled in such 
battles for a long time. Paul began his ride at about the 
same time that I began writing for our local small-town 
weekly. My daughter and I had come back to my home-
town feeling like refugees, though it wasn’t a status that 
we had any right to claim.

Her father had died in a hospital bed, not a battlefield. 
We’d been driven from our home by circumstance, not 
gunfire. A month after we arrived, another circumstance 
led me into the newspaper office. I needed a job. They 
needed somebody who could write. I went in to ask about 
the ad I’d seen in the paper the day before, and walked out 
as their new reporter.

The Communities for Veterans Ride Across Canada 
was my third assignment. I sat with Paul and Terry at a 
picnic table, in a park at the far end of  Main Street. Local 
dignitaries and Legion members had just given them an 
“official welcome.” Our interview quickly became a con-
versation between three strangers, who might have hap-
pily become good friends.

They told me about the journey that had brought them 
together and had led Paul to find help with PTSD through 
equine therapy. Paul also told me about the chance con-
versation he’d had, that had prompted him to embark on 
his Ride Across Canada. After the interview was over, 
Terry got up and went over to tend to Paul’s horse. Paul 
and I continued to chat.

The scene around us was as close to “perfect” as one 
could ask for. The prairie air was brimming with all the 
life that billows out, to claim its moments on a summer 
day like that. Above us, the sky was a clear, deep, limit-
less blue. Behind us, a group of  women were laughing and 
talking, as they worked to prepare lunch in the shade of  
an old wooden gazebo. There were five or six children busy 
putting the vintage playground through its paces. They 
seemed completely unaware that such a thing as “time” 
existed at all.

Suddenly, Paul stopped speaking in mid-sentence, and 
looked around. There was a darkness clouding up behind 
his eyes that I could sense more than see. Something had 
come to lure him back into a place he’d sworn to never be 
again. Then he looked at me. In that instant, something I 
had never seen lodged itself  in me.

“Do you realize how fragile this is?” he asked. “Do you 
understand how fast all of  this could be gone? In a second, 
no, less than a second. In less time than it takes for your 
heart to pump once, this could just, be gone.”

He went on to tell me about the aftermath of  an explo-
sion that he’d seen. Each detail he described, every shard, 
bore witness to a perfectly ordinary moment that had 
been left, ruptured, shattered, incomprehensible.

I walked away that afternoon, scarred by a memory 
that wasn’t my own. I was certain that nothing could ever 
look the same to me again. Yet as moment after moment 
settled down over that day, I began to allow myself  a little 
blindness, now and then. Ordinary can be alluring, tempt-
ing us to overlook those things that suggest otherwise. 
There’s a peculiar comfort that comes from being lulled 
into careless complacency. But, now and then, something 

snags on the illusion that insists “normal” is something 
that I can afford to take for granted. Now and then, I see 
the aftermath of  a moment when, time, stopped. Now and 
then, I remember.

The Remembrance Day Services that we take part in 
each year are necessary. A vow was made that we would 
not forget those lost in the “Great Wars.” We who remain 
should honour that vow, pause to reflect on the sacrifices 
they made. But as we move through the well-timed, famil-
iar ceremony, what is it we remember?

When we gaze (perhaps even through a tear or two) at 
those images drawn in shadow and light, choreographed 
to fit the lines of  a poem, what is it that we see? So many 
of  us blessed to be born in this “True North Strong and 
Free” have glimpsed precious little of  the truth that Paul 
Nichols showed me that day (and most of  what we do see 
is safely tucked away behind a screen.)

These moments you and I are living in now might seem 
commonplace. Do we dare to remember what these mo-
ments are worth? That our ordinary moments exist at all, 

is a treasure purchased for us at great price. They could 
so easily become something longed for, precious, forever 
lost to us.  Once the surfaces shatter, we will be left playing 
with bits of  rubble, trying to put them back where they 
belong. They will never quite fit. Scars will be inevitable. 
We won’t be able to ignore those scars, any more than 
Paul Nichols or any of  the others from among us, who 
have stood beside comrades who fought and died, and are 
themselves now fighting to live, can forget theirs.

Will we remember the sacrifices being made now, by 
men and women who were born amid this same “normal” 
and are yet willing to cover the cost? Will we remember 
that even the moments we waste have been paid for in 
flesh, blood and bone? Or will we stare past the veteran 
standing beside us, and wonder whose medals he’s wear-
ing? 

We have a choice to make. Will we remember the quiet 
warning given on a “perfect” prairie afternoon? “Do you 
realize how fragile this is?”

- Connie Schwalm, Grasslands

For the first time in over three 
decades, Canadians from coast to 
coast have found themselves glued 
to their screens, hearts pounding 
in unison, as the Toronto Blue Jays 
battle for World Series glory. In a 
country often divided by geogra-
phy, language, and politics, few 
things bring us together quite like 
the sight of  a maple leaf  on the dia-
mond — and this fall, the Jays have 
reminded us all what national pride 
feels like.

Whether you’re a lifelong fan 
who remembers Joe Carter’s 1993 
home run or a new follower swept 
up in the excitement of  this year’s 
run, the Blue Jays have once again 
become more than just a baseball 
team. They’ve become Canada’s 

team — the heartbeat of  a nation 
that rallies behind them in bars, 
schools, workplaces, and living 
rooms. Across the Prairies, in small-
town coffee shops and downtown 
sports bars alike, the conversation 
always seems to come back to the 
Jays and their incredible journey.

This year’s roster has captured 
something truly special — grit, 
humility, and the quiet confidence 
that Canadians love to see reflected 
in themselves. From the veteran 
leadership in the clubhouse to the 
breakout performances that defied 
expectations, the Jays have embod-
ied the spirit of  perseverance that 
defines this country. Win or lose, 
their effort has reignited a sense of  
hope and belonging that extends far 

beyond the ballpark.
There’s something deeply Cana-

dian about cheering for a team that 
represents us all — not just Toronto, 
but an entire nation of  dreamers 
and believers. Every swing, every 
stolen base, and every defensive 
gem has carried the weight of  38 
million proud fans. As the World Se-
ries unfolds, Canadians aren’t just 
watching baseball; we’re watching 
a story about unity, resilience, and 
national pride.

No matter how the final score 
reads, one thing is certain: the 2025 
Toronto Blue Jays have already won 
the hearts of  a nation. And that’s 
something every Canadian can 
stand behind with pride.

- Chris Ashfield, Grasslands

A nation united behind the Blue Jays
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136 Boundary Ave. S. - P.O. Box 309 S0G 1S0
Phone: 306-332-5266

Email: forttown@sasktel.net Website: www.fortquappelle.com

Town of Fort Qu’Appelle

Council Meeting
The next Town of Fort Qu’Appelle Council Meeting is Thursday, November 13 & 
Thursday, November 27 at 7 p.m. at the Town of Fort Qu’Appelle Municipal Build-

ing. All meetings are open to the public. Come and see your council in action.

of Remembrance Day.

Garbage and recycling dates for November are as followed:
Area A Garbage – November 7 & 21  |  Area B Garbage – November 14 & 28
Area A Recycle – November 14 & 28  |  Area B Recycle – November 7 & 21

Reminder to residents that when making an e-transfer payment to the Town 

you are making a donation to the McDonald House, please ensure to include 

For Mobile App Alerts: Download and install Voyent Alert! 
App from the Apple or Google Play Store.

For Email, Text Message or Voice Call Alerts: Register online at 
http://register.voyent-alert.com

Please sign up as there is no cost to the user!

charge added to any outstanding taxes. E-transfers can be sent to 
fortreception@sasktel.net ONLY.

We changed our e-mail addresses:
Don McLeod, CAO –cao@fortquappelle.com

Tiffany Koch, Utilities –utilities@fortquappelle.com
Donny Rokosh, Public Works –publicworks@fortquappelle.com

 
fortreception@sasktel.net**

Please update your contacts in your address book!

Come on down to the Rink Concession – watch some hockey and enjoy great 
cuisine by AC Catering. Public skate and Stick & Puck times are now available – 
check the recreation calendar at www.fortquappelle.com for more information.

The Prairie Co-op Rexentre ice rentals are now available. Please contact Jarrod 
at fortrec@sasktel.net to book your time.

The Town will be picking up yard debris including branches and leaves on the 
following dates: November 12 & 13

Please have yard debris and leaves bagged and placed where you would place 
your green bin. Please stack your branches. Black garage bags are permitted.

Melville / Ituna Detachment
Cpl Dave Kisters

Reporting period: Oct. 29 to Nov. 4

Melville and Ituna detachment area 
had 62 occurrences over the past week.

Traffic
During this time, Melville & Ituna 

Detachments responded to 38 reported 
traffic occurrences or traffic stops that 
resulted in 19 Charges and 11 Warnings.

Check Stop conducted
Melville RCMP, along with the Sas-

katchewan RCMP Combined Traffic 
Services and Regina Police Service con-
ducted a check stop in collaboration with 
Melville Students Against Drunk Driv-
ing (SADD).  166 vehicles were checked 

during the stop and only one ticket was 
issued.

Collision in Melville
Melville RCMP were dispatched to 

complaint of a two-vehicle collision at 
the intersection of Highway 10 and 15.  
Melville Fire Department and Melville 
EMS were also dispatched.  Police deter-
mined that one vehicle had stopped to 
turn at the intersection and was struck 
from behind by the adult male driver at 
fault.  The driver at fault’s vehicle had 
to be towed from the scene.  No injuries 
were reported.

Charges laid in assault in Grayson
Melville RCMP were dispatched to a 

complaint of an assault at the 500 block of 
Railway Avenue in Grayson.  Police ar-
rived and located the accused and victim 
inside.  Melville EMS were dispatched 

and checked over the victim.  As a re-
sult of this investigation, Shaun Walter 
Bleich, 54, of Grayson, has been charged 
with three counts of Assault, one count of 
Assault with a Weapon, and two counts 
of Assault while Choking.  Shaun Bleich 
was held in police custody and later re-
leased on a Release Order to appear in 
Melville Provincial Court at a later date.  
This matter is still under investigation.

Break and enter in Melville
Police were dispatched to a complaint 

of a break and enter to a residence on the 
400 block of 2nd Avenue East in Melville.  
The homeowner reports that some time 
over the weekend the house was broken 
into.  Police continue to investigate.

Cheque book stolen
A complaint of fraud was received 

at the front counter at the Melville De-

tachment.  The victim told police that
while they were combining, an unknown
person entered their unlocked vehicle
parked in the field and stole their cheque
book.  This matter is still under investi-
gation.  

Noise complaint in Ituna
Ituna RCMP were dispatched to a 

noise complaint on the 400 block of 4th
Avenue in Kelliher.  Police were told 
by the complainant that they had heard 
what they believed to have been a gun
shot from a residence in town.  Police
arrived and spoke with the homeowner, 
who disclosed that they had been shoot-
ing off fireworks.  Police confirmed with
witnesses and the occupants in the resi-
dence that no one was injured, and it had 
indeed been fireworks.

Grayson man charged with assault, RCMP respond to collision

MACC donates to Food Bank
The Melville Association of Christian Churches (MACC) recently donated 

$225 to the Melville Food Bank. Pictured, from left to right are, Colleen 

Gorecki from the Melville Food Bank, and Pastor Ron and Dee Bucholzer 

from MACC.

By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

Melville and District 
Quilters Guild held their 
Quilt Draw on Tuesday, 
Nov. 4. The quilt, Lattice 
Garden, was sewn and 
donated by Lynda Hy-
damacka and hand quilted 
by Lorna Bakke and Aris 
Gosling. Mayor of Mel-
ville Joe Kirwan made the 
draw for the Guild.

The Guild also donated 
a Christmas tree skirt to 
St. Peter’s Hospital for 
their angel tree. Accepting 
the donation was Tracy 
Martinook, Co-ordinator 
of the ER.

The Guild currently 
has 33 member and holds 
meetings on the second 
Tuesday each month. You 

are invited to join in the 
fun and see what you can 
learn and do.

The guild is also host-

ing their Quilt Show on 
April 17 and 18, 2026; be 
sure to mark your calen-
dars.

Melville and District Quilters Guild makes quilt draw

Quilt Draw
Mayor of Melville Joe Kirwan stands with the quil-

ters who sewed the quilt that was given away in 

the draw. The quilters include Lynda Hydamacka, 

Lorna Bakke and Aris Gosling.
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By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

The wind whipped 
through Queen Elizabeth II 
Courtyard outside Regina 
City Hall on Hallowe’en 
morning, but the flapping 
of a red and blue ensign 
seemed fitting for the occa-
sion — the 140th anniver-
sary of the RCMP’s historic 
Depot Division.

Local leaders, RCMP 
members, cadets, and com-
munity members gathered 
to celebrate the milestone, 
paying tribute to the oldest 
division of the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police and 
the training ground that 
has shaped generations of 
Canadian officers.

Sergeant Sophie Bach-
mier of the RCMP opened 
the ceremony by recalling 
how Depot’s story began 
more than a century ago. 
The idea for a permanent 
training facility, she said, 
was first inspired in 1880, 
when Assistant Commis-
sioner A.J. Irvine visited 
Dublin, Ireland, to study 
the Irish Constabulary.

“He was so impressed 
by their permanent 
training centre that he 
recommended creating 
something similar in Can-
ada,” Bachmier told the 
crowd. “That vision be-
came reality here in Re-
gina.”

By 1885, prefabricated 
buildings shipped from On-
tario and Quebec had been 
assembled on the prairie. 
On Nov. 1 that year, the 
RCMP’s new training acad-
emy officially opened its 
doors — then known as the 
North-West Mounted Po-
lice training depot.

“Tomorrow officially 
marks Depot’s 140th anni-
versary,” Bachmier said. 
“And we continue to train 
those who will go on to pro-
tect communities across 
the country.”

Speaking on behalf of 
the Government of Sas-

katchewan, Michael Weger, 
legislative secretary for 
the Ministry of Justice and 
Ministry of Corrections, 
Policing and Public Safety, 
congratulated the RCMP 
on its enduring contribu-
tion to public safety.

“Depot has a long his-
tory in Saskatchewan and 
a proud tradition of pro-
ducing some of the finest 
police officers in Canadian 
history,” Weger said. “For 
generations, cadets have 
travelled to the Queen City 
to train to become RCMP 
officers. Whether they stay 
in Saskatchewan or are sta-
tioned across the country, 
we know they will go on 
to make a positive impact 
on the communities they 
serve.”

Weger said modern po-
licing is increasingly com-
plex, requiring “patience, 
mental resilience, emo-
tional intelligence, and in-
novation.”

“The skills, teamwork, 
and discipline taught at 
Depot set officers up for 
success and prepare them 
for the work that lies 
ahead,” he said. “On be-
half of the Government of 
Saskatchewan, congratula-
tions to Depot Division for 
celebrating 140 incredible 
years.”

He also thanked the RC-
MP’s civilian staff, calling 
their contributions “es-
sential to keeping our com-
munities, province, and 
country safe.”

Regina Mayor Chad 
Bachynski called the an-
niversary an occasion for 
both pride and reflection.

“The RCMP Depot is a 
cornerstone of Canadian 
identity,” he said. “For 
140 years, this division 
has been the beating heart 
of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, training 
generations of officers who 
serve and protect commu-
nities across the country.”

Bachynski noted the 
deep ties between Depot 

and the local community — 
not only as an institution, 
but as a symbol of service 
and tradition.

“For us here in Regina, 
Depot is more than a na-
tional institution. It’s a 
local treasure,” he said. 
“It’s where cadets march 
with purpose, where values 
like integrity, courage and 
service are instilled.”

Bachynski emphasized 
the importance of acknowl-
edging the RCMP’s place 
on Treaty 4 Territory and 
its ongoing relationship 
with Indigenous commu-
nities.

“The RCMP’s story is 
deeply connected to this 
land and to reconcilia-
tion,” he said. “As we raise 
the flag today, we honour 
not just 140 years of ser-
vice, but every cadet who’s 
walked these grounds and 
every Canadian who’s felt 
safer because of them.”

Assistant Commis-
sioner Mike Lokken, who 
heads Depot Division, said 
the anniversary is as much 
about the future as it is 
about the past.

“For more than 140 
years, Depot has called Re-
gina home,” he said. “This 
meaningful connection is 
reflected even in the city’s 
coat of arms.”

He noted that Depot’s 
ceremonies — from the Ser-
geant Major’s Parade to the 
Sunset Ceremonies and the 
RCMP National Memorial 
— are now integral parts 
of Regina’s cultural land-
scape.

“Depot is home to Re-
gina’s oldest building, the 
RCMP Chapel,” Lokken 
said. “As we raise this flag, 
may it remind us of our 
shared history, dedication, 
and service.”

The red and blue Depot 
ensign, designed in 1991, 
features a cross and the 
“lamp of learning,” sym-
bolizing knowledge and 
wisdom — core tenets of 
RCMP training. The flag 

flew in front of City Hall 
throughout the weekend to 
mark the occasion.

Speaking with report-
ers after the ceremony, 
Bachynski said he hopes 
residents who noticed the 
flag took a moment to re-
flect on what it represents.

“I hope people recog-
nize how much history is 
right here in Regina,” he 
said. “Every RCMP officer 
across the country begins 
their journey here. That’s 
something we should all be 
proud of.”

He also offered encour-
agement to future cadets.

“It’s an incredibly 
rewarding career,” the 
mayor said. “We’re proud 
to host the training ground 
here in Regina and to wel-
come people from across 
Canada who will one day 
serve in communities na-
tionwide.”

Lokken agreed, adding 
that the RCMP’s purpose 
remains rooted in service.

“The most rewarding 
part of this job is being able 
to help people,” he said. 
“Most of the people who 
come through our gates 
want to make a difference. 
They want to serve their 
communities.”

He said modern policing 

demands flexibility and 
empathy.

“Canada has changed 
— and so have the people 
we serve,” Lokken said. 
“We’ve had to adapt and 
modernize, but our core 
values remain the same.”

Depot Division contin-
ued celebrations with a 
regimental ball, bringing 
together current and re-
tired members. Lokken 
said the event is both a trib-
ute to history and a nod to 
modernization.

“It’s about recognizing 
those who came before us 
and celebrating the peo-
ple who are here now,” he 
said. “We’re always look-
ing ahead — how we can 
better serve Canadians in 
a changing world.”

He also noted that re-
cruitment remains a pri-
ority.

“At no time in our his-
tory have we been looking 
for as many people as we 
are right now,” Lokken 
said. “You don’t have to 
be big or strong — if your 
heart is in the right place, 
if you want to help people, 
that’s what matters. Diver-
sity in our ranks makes us 
stronger.”

As he spoke, the newly 
raised flag continued to 

ripple against the clear au-
tumn sky — a reminder of 
both endurance and evolu-
tion.

“Every cadet who walks
through those gates is part 
of something bigger than 
themselves,” Lokken said.
“They’ll see and do things
that most Canadians never 
will. That’s what makes 
this career so special.”

For Weger, the mile-
stone underscores the
RCMP’s central role in
keeping Saskatchewan 
communities safe.

“Just over a week ago, 
the speech from the throne
spoke about a province that
is strong, safe, and secure,” 
he said. “The RCMP plays a
very big part in that equa-
tion.”

He pointed to the RC-
MP’s collaboration with
the Saskatchewan Mar-
shals Service and munic-
ipal police forces as an 
example of evolving, coop-
erative policing.

“Crime is getting more 
sophisticated,” he said.
“Being a police officer is 
more complex and danger-
ous than it’s ever been. The 
RCMP continues to adapt
— and we are grateful for
the women and men who
serve.”

Marking 140 years

RCMP Depot Division marks
140 years of service in Canada

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Southeast College has strengthened its leadership 
team with the appointment of three new members to its 
Board of Governors.

The new appointees — Jeff St. Onge of Moosomin, 
Shirley Blyth of Whitewood, and Rob Stephanson of 
Weyburn — were officially named to the board by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council. Their arrival restores 
the board to full capacity, joining existing members 
John Williams, Jeff Ward, and Judy Okanee of Estevan, 
and Levi Paradis of Weyburn.

The appointments fill vacancies left by former mem-
bers Trevor Tessier, who relocated outside the region, 
and retiring board members Heather Vermeersch and 
Barb Compton. Meanwhile, the terms of John Williams 
and Jeff Ward have been extended by an additional 
three years.

Board Chair John Williams welcomed the new mem-
bers, emphasizing the significance of their appoint-
ments at a key moment in the college’s growth.

“On behalf of the Board of Governors, I extend a 
warm welcome to Jeff, Shirley and Rob,” Williams said 
in a statement. “Their appointments come at a pivotal 
time for Southeast College, and their wealth of knowl-
edge and expertise will be instrumental in guiding our 
institution forward. We look forward to their contribu-
tions as we work together to fulfill our commitment to 

serving the educational needs of our region and empow-
ering individuals to achieve their full potential.”

Each new member brings decades of experience in 
their respective fields and deep community roots across 
southeastern Saskatchewan.

Jeff St. Onge, a long-time resident of rural Moosomin, 
recently retired after a 35-year career in education. His 
background spans classroom teaching, technology con-
sulting and divisional leadership, including time as a 
superintendent. Known as a strong community advo-
cate, St. Onge has worked to strengthen the connection 
between education and rural community life.

Shirley Blyth brings an extensive background in 
healthcare, with experience that ranges from direct 
nursing care to leadership roles at the provincial, fed-
eral and First Nations levels. She has mentored nurs-
ing students during their practicums and has previous 
board experience with both a condominium corpora-

tion and the Community Health Nurses of Canada.
Rob Stephanson, a familiar face in Weyburn, has 

built a career in accounting, business leadership and
education. He has worked as a partner with Doane
Grant Thornton LLP, as a controller, and as a head in-
structor for a business program. Stephanson has also 
served for more than two decades as a councillor for the
City of Weyburn and has contributed his expertise to 
numerous community boards and committees.

Southeast College President and CEO Jody Holz-
miller said the new appointments add valuable perspec-
tives to an already dynamic board.

“We are delighted to welcome Jeff, Shirley, and Rob
to the Southeast College Board of Governors,” Holz-
miller said. “Their diverse backgrounds in education, 
healthcare and accounting will greatly enrich our dis-
cussions and decision-making.”

Holzmiller added that the appointments reflect the 
college’s commitment to representing the communi-
ties it serves and to strengthening local leadership in
post-secondary education.

“Together with our existing members, we have as-
sembled a team dedicated to advancing the mission and
vision of Southeast College as a cornerstone of opportu-
nity and excellence in our communities,” she said.

With its full board now in place, Southeast College is
poised to continue expanding programs, partnerships 
and training opportunities across southeastern Sas-
katchewan — preparing learners to meet the needs of a
changing workforce and regional economy.

Southeast College welcomes new board members from area
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By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

The federal government has 
tabled Budget 2025: Building 
Canada Strong, a sweeping 
fiscal plan that aims to repo-
sition the country amid what 
it calls “a global generational 
shift.” The budget sets out a vi-
sion to protect Canada’s sover-
eignty, lower costs for families, 
and drive long-term economic 
growth through historic levels 
of infrastructure and defence 
investment—while pledging to 
spend less on bureaucracy and 
more on building the future.

According to the docu-
ment, 42 per cent of the bud-
get ($12 billion) is dedicated to 
strengthening Canadian sov-
ereignty through defence and 
trade actions, while 36 per cent 
($10 billion) focuses on afford-
ability measures for families. 
An additional 22 per cent ($7 
billion) is earmarked for pro-
grams that support Canadians 
through lower taxes and tar-
geted benefits.

Fiscal responsibility and savings
Despite global uncertainty, 

Ottawa emphasizes that Can-
ada is entering this new eco-
nomic phase from a position 
of strength. Canada maintains 
the lowest net debt-to-GDP 
ratio in the G7—just 13.3 per 
cent, compared to over 90 per 
cent in the United States and 
United Kingdom.

The government is intro-
ducing a new fiscal discipline 
model that separates long-term 
capital investments from day-
to-day operations. The goal: 
balance operating spending 
with revenues by 2028-29, 
while maintaining a declining 
deficit-to-GDP ratio.

To help achieve that, a Com-
prehensive Expenditure Re-
view will save $60 billion over 
five years, including $13 billion 
annually by 2028-29, through 
workforce adjustments, de-
partmental consolidation, 
and digital transformation. 
The public service, which has 
grown rapidly since 2019, will 
be “rightsized” to align with 
population growth.

A new Office of Digital 
Transformation will accelerate 
the adoption of artificial intel-
ligence and automation within 
government, improving ser-
vice delivery while reducing 
costs.

“Government itself must be-
come more productive,” the re-
port states. “By rightsizing and 
adopting AI at scale, we can 
invest more in what matters—
nation-building infrastruc-
ture, innovation, and growth.”

Generational Investments: $280 
billion to build Canada

At the core of Budget 2025 is 
a five-year, $280 billion capital 
investment plan, representing 
$450 billion on a cash basis. 
The spending focuses on four 
pillars that the government 
describes as “generational in-
vestments”:

• Infrastructure – $115 

billion: Funding for trade, 
transport, and municipal infra-
structure, clean power grids, 
and public transit. The govern-
ment plans to fast-track project 
approvals and attract private
capital for “nation-building” 
projects that will connect re-
gions, expand ports, and mod-
ernize water and wastewater 
systems.

• Productivity and Competi-
tiveness – $110 billion: Includes 
a Productivity Super-Deduc-
tion to reduce business invest-
ment costs, new funding for AI, 
quantum technology, and elec-
tric vehicles, and increased tax 
incentives for research and in-
novation.

• Defence and Security – $30 
billion: Canada will meet NA-
TO’s 2 per cent defence spend-
ing target this year, five years 
ahead of schedule. The funding 
supports Arctic and maritime 
surveillance, cyber and space 
capabilities, and major fleet 
modernization.

• Housing – $25 billion: 
Launch of Build Canada 
Homes, a new federal agency 
tasked with doubling housing 
construction to close the sup-
ply gap and make home owner-
ship affordable again.

Combined, these invest-
ments are expected to leverage 
$1 trillion in total spending 
through public-private part-
nerships and private invest-
ment.

Affordability and tax relief
Addressing rising living 

costs remains a central focus. 
The government has commit-
ted to what it calls “empow-
ering Canadians” through a 
series of affordability mea-
sures:

• Cancelling the federal con-
sumer carbon price, cutting 
gas prices by an estimated 18
cents per litre in most prov-
inces and territories.

• A middle-class tax cut that 
will save 22 million Canadians 
up to $840 per year for a two-in-
come family.

• A permanent National
School Food Program, provid-
ing meals to 400,000 children 
each year and saving families 
about $800 annually.

• Automatic Federal Bene-
fits to ensure up to 5.5 million 
low-income Canadians receive 
benefits they qualify for begin-
ning with the 2028 tax year.

• Continued support for $10-
a-day child care, the Canadian 
Dental Care Plan, Canada Dis-
ability Benefit, and Old Age 
Security.

Budget 2025 also confirms
the cancellation of the con-
sumer carbon price, one of 
the most high-profile policy
reversals, while maintaining 
climate goals through new 
“Climate Competitiveness” 
investments in clean energy 
projects.

Protecting Canada’s sovereignty
The budget devotes sub-

stantial resources to defending 
Canada’s borders, economy,
and values in what it calls “an 
increasingly dangerous and di-

vided world.”
A new $1.3 billion Border 

Plan will hire 1,000 new Can-
ada Border Services Agency 
officers, upgrade screening 
technology, and enhance in-
telligence sharing to combat 
smuggling. Another 1,000 new
RCMP members will be added 
to expand federal policing ca-
pacity.

A new Financial Crimes 
Agency will coordinate efforts 
to tackle complex fraud and 
money laundering, and a Na-
tional Anti-Fraud Strategy will 
strengthen consumer protec-
tions, particularly for seniors 
and newcomers.

Defence spending will rise 
dramatically to modernize 
Canada’s armed forces, ex-
pand Arctic operations, and 
reinforce cyber and space de-
fence. The government will 
also create a Defence Invest-
ment Agency and implement a 
Defence Industrial Strategy to
boost domestic production and 
secure supply chains.

Building for the next generation
The government argues that 

the 2025 budget marks a turn-
ing point in how Ottawa plans, 
spends, and builds. Budgets
will now be tabled in the fall to 
better align with construction 
seasons and provincial plan-
ning cycles.

“Canada stands at a cross-
roads,” the document states. 
“This is the moment to move
from reliance to resilience.”

With global trade volatil-
ity, lower oil prices, and ris-
ing tariffs reshaping Canada’s 
economic environment, the
government is betting on long-
term investments in domestic 
strength over short-term stim-
ulus.

Canada remains among the
world’s most stable and attrac-
tive economies—ranking #2 
globally for foreign investment
confidence and #1 in the world 
for educated workforce qual-
ity, according to the OECD and 
Kearney Index.

“Canada has what the
world needs,” the budget con-
cludes. “We are an energy su-
perpower, a leader in critical 
minerals and AI, and a nation 
of builders. This is our time to 
build Canada strong—by Cana-
dians, for Canadians.”

Political and stakeholder
reaction

• Conservatives say they 
will not support the budget, 
calling it costly and inflation-
ary. 

• The NDP is non-committal,
saying it will study the plan be-
fore deciding. 

• Business groups (e.g., Ca-
nadian and Ontario Cham-
bers) welcome the focus on 
productivity but say unlock-
ing private investment and 
regulatory alignment remain 
missing links. 

• On the same day, a Con-
servative MP’s defection to the 
Liberals added political drama 
around the budget vote calcu-
lus.

Ottawa tables budget with big-ticket
investments—and a much bigger deficit

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

If the Opposition is really serious about bringing down the 
government, they could find plenty of reasons to do so in Mark 
Carney’s budget. 

But they won’t. 
In spite of election promises to control spending finance 

minister Francois Philippe-Champagne’s budget will increase 
the federal deficit by $78.3 billion this year and it projects an 
overall increase in investments each year over the next five 
years.

The government is flying on a wing and prayer gambling on 
the idea that it can kickstart the Canadian economy by spend-
ing more on housing and an industrial infrastructure and 
less on social programs in order to provide “transformative 
change” in the long run. 

The budget points out that as a result of President Trump’s 
tariffs Canadian unemployment is up, global economic growth 
has been constricted, and oil prices are low and unpredictable. 

In response the budget calls for deep cuts to a bloated public 
service, curbs on temporary worker’s permits and more spend-
ing on large scale projects that have already been announced. 

In short, in spite of all the bells and whistles branding it as 
“transformative” it is under the present political and global cir-
cumstances, a pretty conservative blueprint. 

There is nothing in this Champagne budget for the majority 
of who are forced to live on beer budget tastes. Any suggestion 
that the government will fall over its spending program is noth-
ing more than artificial suspense created by the media. 

Green Party leader Elizabeth May will vote with the govern-
ment, the NDP, without a leader, will almost certainly abstain 
from the vote. The not too surprising defection of Nova Sco-
tia Conservative MP Chris d’Entremont to the Liberals means 
Mark Carney’s government needs only one vote to survive a 
confidence motion. 

Conservative Opposition Leader Pierre Poilievre can whine 
all he wants about the budget but he has bigger problems to 
deal with as he faces a leadership review.

 If he brings down the government with a confidence vote it 
would force a winter election that he knows full well he cannot 
win. 

Nothing in the budget 
to see here folks – move on

By Franco Terrazzano
CTF Federal Director 

The Canadian Taxpayers Federation is criticizing Prime 
Minister Mark Carney for ballooning spending and debt in 
Budget 2025.

“Budget 2025 shows the debt continues to spiral out of con-
trol because spending continues to spiral out of control,” said 
Franco Terrazzano, CTF Federal Director. “Carney needs to 
reverse course to get debt and spending under control because 
every dollar Canadians pay in federal sales tax is already going 
to pay interest charges on the debt.

“Carney isn’t close to balancing anything when he’s borrow-
ing tens of billions of dollars every year.”

The federal deficit will increase significantly this year to 
$78.3 billion. There is no plan to balance the budget and stop 
borrowing money. The federal debt will reach $1.35 trillion by 
the end of this year.

Debt interest charges will cost taxpayers $55.6 billion this 
year, which is more than the federal government will send 
to the provinces in health transfers ($54.7 billion) or collect 
through the GST ($54.4 billion).

Budget 2025 increases spending by $38 billion this year to 
$581 billion. Despite promises to control spending in future 
years, Budget 2025 projects that overall spending will continue 
to rise by billions every year.

“Canadians don’t need another plan to create a plan to meet 
about cutting spending, Canadians need real spending cuts 
now,” Terrazzano said. “The government always tells Canadi-
ans that it will go on a diet Monday, but Monday never comes.

“And the government isn’t really finding savings if it’s plan-
ning to keep increasing spending every year.”

Budget 2025 commits to “strengthening” the industrial car-
bon tax and “setting a multi-decade industrial carbon price tra-
jectory that targets net zero by 2050.”

“Carney’s hidden carbon tax will make it harder for Ca-
nadian businesses to compete and will push Canadian entre-
preneurs to set up shop south of the border,” Terrazzano said. 
“Carney should scrap all carbon taxes, cut spending and stop 
taking so much money from taxpayers.”

Budget 2025 continues to 
balloon spending and debt

Out of Sight,
Out of Mind…

IT’S TIME
TO ADVERTISE
LEARN MORE 1-844-GNG-NEWS
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By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

Inside the White City 
Community Centre this 
December, imagination 
will take shape in thou-
sands of tiny, colourful 
bricks.

The White City Pub-
lic Library is once again 
hosting Brick Stories, a 
two-day Lego exhibition 
that transforms the ordi-
nary building toy into an 
extraordinary art form. 
Set for Dec. 6 and 7, the 
event brings together 
builders from across Sas-
katchewan and beyond, 
showcasing creativity, 
storytelling and commu-
nity spirit in a way that 
has become a local holiday 
tradition.

Now entering its fifth 
year, Brick Stories is orga-
nized in partnership with 
the Saskatchewan Lego 
Users Group (SLUG), a 
collective of adult Lego en-
thusiasts from across the 
province who build elab-
orate scenes entirely from 
imagination—no instruc-
tion manuals required.

“It’s truly amazing 
what they do,” said Jus-
tine Walton, chair of the 
White City Library Board. 

“Everything is built from 
scratch, straight out of 
their imagination. Each 
creation tells a story.”

This year’s theme, fit-
tingly named Brick Sto-
ries, celebrates both the 
art of storytelling and the 
library’s mission to foster 
creativity. Walton said the 
builders chose the name 
themselves after realiz-
ing how naturally Lego 
connects to the library’s 
values.

“Building with Lego 
really does tell a story in 
different ways,” she said. 
“Just like books, art and 
music, it’s another form 
of literacy.”

Previous exhibits have 
included whimsical builds 
like a 12-foot-wide Alad-
din scene, complete with 
a desert village, a palace, 
and a glowing Cave of 
Wonders. Others have fea-
tured quirky humour—
such as a Star Wars 
stormtrooper “dropping 
bricks” while failing to 
hit a golf ball under Darth 
Vader’s watchful eye, or 
a “Brickopoly” parody of 
the classic board game.

Each display is full of 
hidden details and Easter 
eggs that reward curious 
eyes. One builder even 

hid a man reading a news-
paper in a miniature fall-
out shelter, while another 
recreated Regina’s Milky 
Way ice cream shop with 
photo-accurate signage.

“There’s so much hu-
mour and imagination,” 
Walton said. “It’s not 
just for kids—adults love 
it too. We’ve had people 
come without children 
who spend hours just ad-
miring the detail.”

While Lego may evoke 
childhood memories for 
many, Walton said the 
event draws a wide audi-
ence. “People think it’s 
just for kids, but it’s really 
not,” she said. “Adults 
come and are inspired 
to pull out their bricks 
again.”

The builders them-
selves represent a range of 
professions—from teach-
ers and doctors to bus 
drivers and engineers—

and share a common 
passion for design and 
storytelling. All members 
of SLUG must be at least 
18, and many have built 
their reputations on the 
national stage.

“One of our builders 
was even invited to appear 
on Lego Masters, the TV 
show,” Walton said. “An-
other built a Gothic house 
where the roof tiles were 
black spiders. The creativ-
ity is unbelievable.”

The group meets 
monthly to share ideas, 
test new techniques, and 
collaborate on projects. 
For each show, they de-
sign modular builds—
large scenes transported 
in sections—to fill mul-
tiple tables. None of it 
is glued together. “They 
travel with their builds 
fully intact,” Walton said. 
“Everything comes in 
bins, and they assemble it 
on-site like a giant jigsaw 
puzzle.”

What began as a one-
time collaboration be-
tween the White City 
Library and SLUG has 
grown into a lasting part-
nership—and a significant 
community fundraiser.

“After our first year, 
the group told us, ‘We 
see the value in this and 
we’d love to keep support-
ing the library,’” Walton 
recalled. “We said, abso-
lutely.”

In previous years, ad-
mission was by donation. 
This year marks the first 
time the event will have 
a set entry fee of $5 per 
person, with all proceeds 
supporting library pro-
gramming. Door prizes, 
book sales and a new scav-
enger hunt will add to the 
fun.

“We’ll have 12 golden 
tickets hidden throughout 
the builds,” Walton said, 
referencing a Willy Won-
ka-inspired Easter egg 
that was a hit at another 
show. “If you find them 
all, you can enter for a 
prize. It encourages peo-
ple to really look closely 
at all the details.”

The Town of White City 
and the RM of Edenwold 
are supporting the event 
by providing the space at 
no cost, helping ensure 
that every dollar raised 
goes directly back into the 
library’s community ini-
tiatives.

“It’s an awesome op-
portunity for a fundraiser 
and a gift to the commu-
nity,” Walton said. “It’s 

something that brings 
everyone together—fami-
lies, seniors, and visitors 
from Regina, Indian Head 
and beyond.”

For Walton and the 
library board, Brick Sto-
ries represents more than 
a weekend event—it’s a 
reflection of how libraries 
are evolving.

“We’re not the library 
you remember,” she said 
with a smile. “Yes, we still 
have books, but we also 
have e-resources, audio-
books, STEM kits, cooking 
classes, even embroidery 
and wood-burning kits. Li-
braries are about learning 
in all its forms.”

The Southeast Regional 
Library, of which White 
City is a branch, recently 
received a $10,000 Sask-
Power grant to distribute 
science and technology 
kits across 47 commu-
nities. Walton said that 
commitment to innova-
tion aligns perfectly with 
events like Brick Stories, 
which merge art, design, 
engineering and storytell-
ing.

“Lego connects to ev-
erything—math, creativ-
ity, problem-solving,” 
she said. “We even know 
teachers who use Lego for 
team building and change 
management in corporate 
settings. It’s about com-
munication, imagination 
and working together.”

She added that even 
seniors have found joy in 
the tactile nature of build-
ing. “We had one gentle-
man who used to do model 
trains, but as he got older, 
his fine motor skills made 
it difficult. With Lego, he 
could still build and con-
nect with his kids and 
grandkids. It brought ev-
eryone to the table.”

Walton, who grew up 
spending time at the Glen-
cairn Library in Regina, 
says she believes deeply 
in the role libraries play 
as community hubs. The 
White City branch has 
been supported by a dedi-
cated board of volunteers, 
some serving more than 
two decades.

“Our board is made up 
of people from all walks of 
life—teachers, farmers, a 
chef, a retired nurse—but 
everyone shares a love for 
the library and what it 
represents,” she said. “It’s 
a safe space for everyone. 
We’re fortunate to have 
both the town and the RM 
backing us. That allows 
us to be open 40 hours a 

week, which is huge for a
community our size.”

The event has also be-
come a source of local
pride. Every December,
families attending hockey
tournaments or holiday
events drop in between 
activities to marvel at the
displays. “We tell parents, 
if you need a break from
the rink, just come by,” 
Walton said. “It’s the per-
fect way to unwind.”

As Brick Stories pre-
pares to mark its fifth
anniversary, Walton said
the board begins plan-
ning each July to ensure
the event remains fresh
and engaging. One board 
member, a professional
chef, provides lunch for
the visiting builders 
during setup, while volun-
teers handle logistics, ad-
vertising and hospitality.

“It’s truly a commu-
nity effort,” Walton said.
“We’re already seeing
people asking about next
year before this one even 
starts.”

For Walton, the en-
during appeal of Brick 
Stories comes down to
c o n n e c t i o n — b e t w e e n 
generations, between art
and learning, and between 
imagination and commu-
nity.

“It’s incredible to see a 
child’s face light up when 
they notice a hidden de-
tail,” she said. “And it’s 
just as incredible to see an
adult realize they want to 
start building again.”

She paused, smiling.
“Lego brings people to-
gether. It sparks conver-
sation, creativity and joy. 
And that’s exactly what a
library should do.”

Brick Stories runs Dec. 
6 and 7 at the White City 
Community Centre from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. both days.
Admission is only $5, and
the library will also have 
a book sale during the 
show.

Lego art

White City 

Library Lego
exhibit builds 
community spirit

12 noon 



A heated argument at a Mc-
Donald’s in Davenport, Flor-
ida, escalated into gunfire, 
leaving three young men 
facing charges and one of 
them shot. The incident began 
around 3 a.m. when drive-thru 
customers Peter Story, 19, 
and Nicholas Jones, 18, 
got upset after employee 
Yoan Soto, 21, said the 
restaurant was too busy 
to take orders. The two 
allegedly told Soto they would “beat 
his a--” and threatened to wait for him after his 
shift. They later entered the restaurant, prompting 
a confrontation that got the manager involved. The 
men refused to leave and made somewhat veiled 
references to a “switch” and a “30-clip.” Of course, 
in traditional American response, Soto went to the 
back and retrieved his own weapon.  Surveillance 
footage shows he became the aggressor, which was 
probably warranted. Story ended up shot in the 
neck. Soto allegedly collected the shell casing and 
reportedly told a coworker it “belonged to him” 
before taking it and the gun and leaving the restau-
rant. Soto was charged with tampering with physi-
cal evidence, while Jones and Story face charges of 
disorderly conduct, trespassing, and failing to leave 
when warned. The Sherriff’s light-hearted take on 
the altercation: “(Jones and Story) created a well-
founded fear in [Soto] and the store manager. It was 
just a McMess, but we will sort it out because we 
are McGood at investigating McCrime.”

A California engineer and gardening enthusiast 
won the top prize at an annual pumpkin-weighing 
contest in Northern California after growing a giant 
jack-o’-lantern gourd weighing 2,346 pounds. Holy, 
Great Pumpkin! Brandon Dawson, of Santa Rosa, 
California, clinched the victory at the 52nd World 
Championship Pumpkin Weigh-Off in Half Moon 
Bay, south of San Francisco. Dawson pumped his 
arms in the air and sat his two children on top of 
the giant pumpkin, roughly the same weight as a 
small sedan or a large bison. Apparently, the giant 
pumpkins can grow by 50 to 70 pounds a day. The 
pumpkin champ won the top $20,000 prize.

In BC, a coroner’s investigator ruled David 
Creamer’s death was an accident. “They told us he 
had fallen and hit his head,” said his daughter, Tay-
lor. “It wasn’t really adding up because he was on 
the couch. And if he had fallen, why was he on the 
couch?” The same coroner said Julia Howe’s death 
the same day, in Creston, an hour and a half from 
Creamer’s couch, was also an accident. Howe sub-
sequently had an autopsy, and a medical examiner 
determined the actual cause of death was the bullet 
he found in her skull. A man has now pleaded 
guilty to killing both Creamer, who had once been 
his friend, and Howe, who was connected to his 
landlord. Sadly, British Columbia uses administra-
tors, not doctors, as coroners. 

Two girls, 12 and 13, were found dead atop a 
Brooklyn-bound subway train in New York City 
on Saturday morning, highlighting the ongoing 
risks associated with so-called “subway surfing.” 
NYC Transit president Demetrius Crichlow ap-
pealed for everyone to emphasize to young people 
that climbing onto subway trains is deadly, not a 
thrill or game. “Getting on top of a subway car isn’t 
‘surfing’—it’s suicide.” NBC found there were six 
subway surfing deaths in New York City in 2023 
and twice that the following year. In response to 
the trend, the NYPD has begun deploying drones to 
monitor train tops, and Mayor Eric Adams says au-
thorities have intervened 52 times this year to pre-
vent accidents. But some say more must be done, 
including making subway cars harder to climb.

On Oct. 18, more than 2,700 “No Kings” rallies 
were held in all 50 states in what is thought to be 
the largest mobilization against the Trump admin-
istration over the president’s two terms. It is esti-
mated that about 7 million people protested across 
the country in an effort to reject authoritarianism 
and remind the world that the US democracy be-
longs to the people, not to one man’s ambition. 
Some experts have speculated that the demonstra-
tions could be the largest in modern US history.

 When Trump ordered the National Guard into 
Portland, Ore., to quell supposed unrest, an “Emer-
gency World Naked Bike Ride” was organized as 
a counterprotest. Over a thousand people turned 
out, some undressed or partially so, and it was fully 
peaceful, according to police, videos of the event, 
and the tally of arrests: zero. Yet US House Speaker 
Mike Johnson declared that peaceful protest “the 
most threatening thing I’ve seen yet” in response 
to the federal troops in the city. “I mean, it’s getting 
really ugly.” Okay, Mike, you’re out of touch with 
reality again! 

Keep reading...

Gene Hauta 

It’s a Strange World
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NAV CANADA rolled out a 
major update to its NAV Drone 
platform on Nov. 4, bringing new 
federal rules for remotely piloted 
aircraft systems that will have a big 
impact on how drones are used in 
Saskatchewan. The changes, intro-
duced in coordination with Trans-
port Canada, were designed to make 
drone operations safer and more 
flexible while opening the door to 
new opportunities for rural munic-
ipalities, farmers, emergency ser-
vices, and local businesses across 
the province.

The update introduced new oper-
ation types, including low-risk be-
yond visual line-of-sight flights in 
uncontrolled airspace and extended 
visual line-of-sight operations that 
allow trained observers to help pi-
lots maintain contact with their 
drone when it travels beyond direct 
sight. It also authorized the use of 
medium-weight drones—between 25 
and 150 kilograms—for visual line-
of-sight missions, creating poten-
tial for advanced applications such 
as surveying farmland, inspecting 
power lines and pipelines, and mon-
itoring infrastructure in remote 

areas.
In Saskatchewan, where commu-

nities are often separated by long 
distances and municipal staff or 
volunteer fire departments rely on 
drones for emergency response or 
inspection work, the changes are 
expected to make a meaningful dif-
ference. Local operators in towns 
and RMs can now plan flights with 
more flexibility through the up-
dated NAV Drone app, which serves 
as the national system for checking 
airspace, submitting flight plans, 
and requesting authorization in 
controlled zones.

For fire departments and search 
and rescue teams, the update opens 
new possibilities. Drones can now 
be deployed more effectively for 
wildfire monitoring, damage as-
sessments after storms, or locating 
missing persons in rural terrain. 
Farmers and agri-businesses also 
stand to benefit, with the new rules 
allowing for larger drones capable 
of carrying heavier sensors or spray 
payloads for crop monitoring and 
precision agriculture.

Transport Canada emphasized 
that the new permissions come 
with strict safety and certification 
requirements. BVLOS operations 
are still limited to uncontrolled air-
space, and operators must ensure 

proper training, communication 
links, and risk assessments before 
taking advantage of the expanded 
capabilities. Saskatchewan’s wide-
open landscapes may make the new 
rules attractive, but local operators 
will still need to account for connec-
tivity gaps and ensure compliance 
with federal safety standards.

NAV CANADA said more than 
90,000 drone users nationwide are 
now registered with the platform, 
and many in Saskatchewan have 
already begun adjusting to the new 
system. The changes align with 
Transport Canada’s broader RPAS 
certification rollout, which began 
earlier in 2025 and includes new li-
censing exams and operator certif-
icates.

By the end of the first week under 
the new regulations, drone opera-
tors across Saskatchewan—from 
agricultural producers to munici-
pal staff and volunteer emergency 
responders—had begun exploring 
how the new NAV Drone system 
could enhance their work. The up-
dates are expected to help rural 
and small-town users operate more 
safely and effectively, while en-
suring that Saskatchewan’s skies 
remain well-managed as drone 
technology becomes a bigger part of 
everyday life.

New NAV CANADA drone rules open sky for 
Sask. farmers, firefighters and rural operators

Art Fest 2025
The Melville Art Club held their annual show and sale, Art Fest 2025, on Oct. 25, at Melville Commu-

nity Works. The halls of Community Works were packed full of artists and gallery viewers during 
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Remembrance
Dignitaries stand as God Save the King and O Canada begin remembrance ceremonies at the Legislative 

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Across Saskatche-
wan, communities large 
and small will pause on
November 11 to honour 
those who served and 
sacrificed in times of 
war and peace. From the 
larger cities to the quiet 
village memorials dot-
ting the prairie, Remem-
brance Day remains one 
of the province’s most
deeply rooted traditions 
of respect, reflection, and 
national pride.

In towns such as Mel-
ville, Indian Head, and 
Kipling, local legions
will once again host cer-
emonies beginning at 
10:45 a.m., followed by
the laying of wreaths and 
two minutes of silence 
at 11. In many rural 
communities, veterans’ 
names etched in gran-
ite stand as reminders 
of those who left family
farms, prairie homes, 
and schoolyards to serve 
overseas in defence of 
freedom.

This year’s obser-
vance carries added 
meaning as Canada
marks 80 years since the 
liberation of the Nether-

lands—an event that saw 
many Saskatchewan sol-
diers among the ranks of 
those who freed occupied 
Europe. The Royal Cana-
dian Legion is encour-
aging residents to share 
stories of family mem-
bers who served, attend 
local ceremonies, and
wear a poppy with pride 
as a symbol of remem-

brance and gratitude.
Schools across the

province are also hosting 
assemblies and presenta-
tions this week, ensuring 
new generations under-
stand the significance of 
the day. In Whitewood
and Grenfell, students 
have created displays 
of local veterans, while 
in Fort Qu’Appelle, the 

community museum is 
showcasing wartime let-
ters, uniforms, and pho-
tos from the Qu’Appelle 
Valley region.

As church bells toll 
and bugles sound the 
“Last Post,” Saskatch-
ewan will once again 
stand in silence—united
in memory, gratitude, 
and hope for peace.

Sask. to pause to remember those who served
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On this Remembrance Day,
we express our gratitude
for the courage of those
who defended our freedom.
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By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

The Royal Canadian Le-
gion’s annual Poppy Cam-
paign officially launched 
in Saskatchewan recently 
with a ceremony at Gov-
ernment House on Oct. 29, 
where leaders called on Ca-
nadians to honour veterans 
not just with words, but 
through continued action 
and remembrance. Legion 
members, veterans, and 
members of the public gath-
ered for the symbolic pre-
sentation of the first poppy.

“This moment marks 
the beginning of a season 
of remembrance,” said Ro-
berta Taylor, provincial 
president of the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion’s Saskatche-
wan Command. “The poppy 
is not just a flower — it’s a 
promise. A promise that we 
will remember those who 
served, those who sacri-
ficed, and those who con-
tinue to carry the burdens 
of service.”

Taylor formally pre-
sented the first poppy of the 
season to Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor Bernadette McIntyre, 
who accepted it on behalf 
of all Canadians. The cer-
emony also included the 
presentation of the sec-
ond poppy to Major (Ret.) 
Keith Inches, founder and 
longtime curator of the 
Saskatchewan Military 
Museum, in recognition of 
his decades of service and 
commitment to preserving 
military history.

Taylor told the audience 
that while the red poppy re-
mains a powerful emblem 
of remembrance, it also
serves a practical and ur-
gent purpose: to help veter-
ans in need.

“Every donation made
during the campaign goes 
directly into the Poppy 
Trust Fund,” she said. 
“These funds are used to 
provide essential services 
and support to those who 
have served our country.”

Funds raised through 
the campaign help veterans 
facing financial hardship 
by covering emergency ex-
penses such as rent, grocer-
ies, utilities, and medical 
costs. They also support 
long-term care, mental 
health programs, housing 
accessibility upgrades, and 
educational bursaries for 
the children and grandchil-
dren of veterans.

“We support counseling, 
peer support groups, and 
mental health services for 
veterans struggling with 
PTSD, depression, and anx-
iety,” Taylor said. “The 
Poppy Fund is not just
about remembrance — it’s 
about care, compassion and 
community.”

In an interview follow-
ing the ceremony, Taylor 
said the Legion’s work has
evolved to meet the chang-
ing needs of veterans, par-
ticularly those who served 
in more recent conflicts
such as Afghanistan.

“We’ve noticed that 
mental health has become 

a growing priority,” she 
said. “Our World War I and 
II veterans certainly had 
those needs too, but the pro-
grams weren’t in place and 
PTSD wasn’t even identi-
fied at the time. Today, we 
recognize it, and we make 
sure support is available.”

Taylor said local Legion 
branches play a critical 
role in making that support 
accessible quickly.

“Veterans Affairs 
does tremendous work, 
but sometimes veterans 
can’t wait for paperwork 
and approvals,” she said. 
“That’s where local Legion 
branches step in — to meet 
those immediate needs, 
whether it’s for rent, medi-
cal bills, or just basic neces-
sities. Our veterans have 
literally put their lives on
the line for every one of us 
in this country,” she said. 
“To not pay homage and 
remember that would be, 
in my mind, a tragedy. We 
owe them so much.”

Taylor also addressed 
the declining number of Le-
gion members across Can-
ada and encouraged more 
Canadians — veterans and 
civilians alike — to join 
their local branch.

“Anyone can become a 
Legion member now,” she 
said. “You don’t have to 
have military status. All it 
takes is someone who cares 
and who is passionate about 
remembering the sacrifices 
made. Every member helps 
us continue that mission.”

She added that the Le-

gion’s outreach efforts go 
beyond Nov. 11.

“For us, remembrance
is 365 days a year,” she 
said. “We’re boots on the 
ground all the time, doing 
our best to assist veterans 
and their families.”

Lieutenant-Governor 
McIntyre, wearing her 
newly pinned poppy, said 
she was deeply honoured 
to receive the first one of 
the season — especially 
given her personal con-
nection to the armed 
forces.

“My mother served as
a radar operator in the 
Royal Air Force during 
the Second World War 
in Liverpool,” McIntyre 
said. “She was proud of 
her contributions, and 
she instilled in us the im-
portance of remembrance. 
To receive the first poppy
today is a thrill and a real 
honour.”

Speaking on behalf of 
King Charles III, McIntyre 
thanked the Legion for its 
ongoing dedication to vet-
erans and its leadership in 
preserving Canada’s mili-
tary heritage.

“Wearing a little red
flower on our lapel may 
seem like a small gesture,” 
she said. “Yet with the 
millions of poppies sold 
across Canada each year, 
the benefits are huge. The 
donations raised directly 
support veterans and their 
families, while increasing 
awareness of the sacri-
fices made by members 
of the Canadian Armed
Forces and the RCMP.”

McIntyre also paid 
tribute to Inches, who has 
curated the Saskatchewan 
Military Museum since 
founding it in 1984. Over 
the years, he has collected 
and preserved thousands 
of artifacts, including 
stained glass windows 
depicting wartime scenes 
rescued from a demol-
ished Regina church.

“Keith has devoted con-
siderable time and energy 
to preserving Canada’s
military history,” McIn-
tyre said. “His work en-
sures future generations 
understand the cost of the 
freedoms we enjoy today.”

The lieutenant-gover-
nor said the annual Poppy 
Campaign and the Le-
gion’s work remain essen-
tial to ensuring veterans’ 

stories are not lost to time.
“We must always re-

member how important 
peace is — and the price
paid for it,” she said. “The 
fallen gave their lives so 
that we could live in a 
peaceful society. The least 
we can do is remember and 
say thank you.”

Speaking to reporters, 
McIntyre said she has been 
inspired by the dedication 
of Saskatchewan’s veter-
ans’ community during her 
time in office.

“In the nine months
I’ve been in this position, 
I’ve learned so much about 
the military, the RCMP, 
and our municipal police 
forces,” she said. “They 
have many challenges, but 
they are wonderful people 
serving to keep our society 
safe and free.”

McIntyre urged people 
to show appreciation in 
small but meaningful ways 
— from attending local Re-
membrance Day services to 
simply acknowledging vet-
erans in everyday life.

“When you see someone
in uniform, say thank you 
for your service,” she said. 
“It goes a long way. That 
simple expression of grati-
tude means a great deal to 
those who have served.”

She also added that re-
membrance should extend 
beyond the formal ceremo-
nies of Nov. 11.

“There are memorial
services, cenotaph ceremo-
nies, and community events
throughout the province,”
McIntyre said. “When you
pass a cemetery or a war
memorial, take a moment 
to think about the people
who made that sacrifice. It
matters.”

As the ceremony con-
cluded, Taylor reflected on
the power of the poppy to
bring Canadians together.

“The Poppy Campaign 
bridges generations,” she
said. “It reminds young peo-
ple of the sacrifices made
for the freedoms we enjoy
today.”

She urged Canadians to
wear the poppy proudly and 
to share its meaning with
others.

“Talk to your children
and grandchildren about 
what the poppy means,”
she said. “Share the stories 
of your parents, your grand-
parents, your neighbours
who have served. Keep the
memory alive.”

For both Taylor and 
McIntyre, the message of 
the day was clear: remem-
brance is not just about the 
past — it’s a continuing re-
sponsibility.

“The poppy is a symbol
of gratitude, but it’s also a
commitment,” Taylor said.
“A commitment to honour, 
to serve, and to never for-
get.”

Poppy campaign launches with first poppy presented to Lt. Gov. 

First poppy

-
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November 11 marks 
Remembrance Day in 
Canada. Every year, Ca-
nadians come together to 
honour the courage and 
sacrifices of the men and 
women who serve or have 
served in the country’s 
armed forces, and par-
ticularly those who have 
lost their lives in the line 
of duty. Here’s a look at 

this day of gathering and 
remembrance.

Evocative numbers
It’s important to re-

member the sacrifices 
made by the more than 
2,300,000 individuals who 
have joined the armed 
forces in Canada’s na-
tional history. Over 
118,000 brave servicemen 
and women have given 
their lives to defend free-
dom. Remembrance Day 
honours the Canadian 

effort in the First and 
Second World Wars, the 
Korean War, the war in 
Afghanistan and all peace-
keeping missions.

Nationally recognized
On November 11, Ca-

nadians wear a poppy to 
pay tribute to veterans. 
The national ceremony in 
Ottawa, broadcast across 
the country, is held in 
the presence of govern-
ment representatives. It 
includes a two-minute si-
lence at 11 a.m., readings, 
songs and symbolic can-
non shots.

As a Canadian citizen, 
join the veterans in your 
area in this collective duty 
of remembrance. Contact 
your local municipality 
to find out about Remem-
brance Day activities near 
you.

A day to honour those 
who defended peace

Banners
In recognition of Remembrance Day, banners were hung in Indian Head 

along Grand Ave. and in front of the elementary school on Bell St. to 

honour local veterans. Each banner bears the name and photo of a ser-

vice man or woman from the community. The initiative began last year 

as a collaboration between the Royal Canadian Air Cadets 691 Hawk 

Squadron and Indian Head Museum. A few more banners were added to 

the collection this year.

SARAH PACIO | GRASSLANDS NEWS



Remembrance Feature: Garfield Prior
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

In the military room 
at Indian Head Museum 
there is a glass case with a 
leather-bound book bear-
ing the inscription “G.W. 
Prior” on the cover. The 
flight log belonged to Gar-
field Wallace Prior who 
served with the Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force during 
World War II. The book 
was recently recovered by 
relatives who graciously 
donated it to the museum.

Early Years
Garfield Wallace Prior 

was born Jan. 22, 1914, to 
Gilbert J. and Mabel L. 
Prior (nee Gray). He was 
raised in the Sunny Slope 
District and attended 
school there and at Indian 
Head. After graduation, 
Prior worked at McCusker 
Dairy Farms near Regina 
while studying for his pi-
lot’s license. He sought 
employment with airlines 
in Canada and the United 
States but was unsuccess-
ful and instead enlisted in 
the Royal Canadian Air 
Force in Jan. 1936.

Feature articles and 
memos in the “Talk of the 
Town” segment of The In-
dian Head News provided 
community members 
with updates on Prior’s 
military career. From 
1936 to 1939, he engaged 
in extensive training in 
England and advanced 
through the ranks of Pilot 
Officer and Flight Officer. 
He was granted leave in 
1938 and spent most of 
July visiting family and 
friends.

While training in 
England, Prior kept in 
contact with his family, 
sending greetings on 
Mother’s Day and at other 
times, but he avoided 
sharing information 
about war efforts. The In-
dian Head News from Nov. 
2, 1939, noted that “Gar-
field’s letters home fail to 
touch on the subject at all. 
‘He doesn’t tell us a thing,’ 
Mrs. Prior told The News, 
adding that in one of his 
letters he stated, ‘the very 
walls have ears.’”

A Hero’s Welcome
By January 1941, Prior 

had been promoted to 
Flight Lieutenant and re-
turned to Indian Head on 
his way to a new assign-
ment as an instructor at 
Carberry, MB. Many peo-
ple were eager to see him, 
particularly after hearing 
a report he gave on BBC 
radio the previous sum-
mer. The Indian Head 
News announced that 
Prior had returned home 
and added:

“Last August 25th, 
Indian Head received a 
unique thrill as every 
radio listener heard his 
[Prior’s] crisp voice, 
speaking via radio from 
London, tell of his then re-
cent flight as acting flight 
commander in charge of 
several bombers over the 
factory town of Turin, 
Italy. On that occasion 
he recounted adventures 
in the air as bombs de-
stroyed most of the plane 
works in the Italian cen-
tre.”

These exploits earned 
Prior a Distinguished 
Flying Cross, which was 
awarded to him on Oct. 
21, 1940. 

Prior’s hometown 
marked the soldier’s brief 

return in 1941 with spe-
cial celebrations on Jan. 
31. That afternoon, Prior 
visited the schools in In-
dian Head and spoke with 
students about his experi-
ences. This was followed 
by a public reception at 
the Auditorium (now The 
Grand Theatre) where the 
mayor, reeve and other 
community leaders pre-
sented gifts and speeches 
in Prior’s honour.

Following his visit to 
Indian Head, Prior was 
promoted to Squadron 
Leader in Oct. 1941 and 
reassigned to the flight 
school in Moose Jaw. Over 
the next several months 
he served in Port Arthur, 
ON and then Weyburn. 
In Dec. 1942, he attended 
his brother Ralph’s grad-
uation from flight school 
in Yorkton and presented 
his wings during the cer-
emony. Another brother, 
Gilbert, had previously 
enlisted in 1939.

Final Mission
Not long after that, 

Prior returned to the 
front. He sent a cable to 
his parents on May 29, 
1943 to let them know he 
had safely arrived over-
seas. A few months later, 
the Sunny Slope Club 
received a message of 
thanks for a care package 
they had sent to him.

Early in 1944, Squadron 
Leader Garfield Wallace 
Prior went on his final 
bombing mission with 
218 Gold Coast Squadron. 
A note in the Feb. 24, 1944 
issue of the Indian Head 
News indicates that Prior 
had been reported miss-
ing. The Canadian Virtual 
War Memorial includes a 
copy of a letter dated Oct. 
3, 1944, from the Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force to Pri-
or’s father informing him 
that “in view of the lapse 
of time and the absence of 
any further information,” 
Garfield was presumed 
deceased. It was deter-
mined that Prior and the 
crew were shot down and 
none survived. The online 
entry for the Virtual War 
Memorial notes his date of 
death as Jan. 22, 1944.

It is uncertain where 
Prior’s body lays at rest, 
but his name is inscribed 
on the cenotaph in In-
dian Head, as well as a 
memorial wall at Cana-
da’s Bomber Command 
Memorial in Nanton, Al-
berta and the Runnymede 
Memorial in Surrey, En-
gland.

Treasured Artifact
Although Prior died 

more than eight decades 
ago, his logbook was only 
recently returned to In-
dian Head. Prior’s par-

ents were notified that 
he was killed in action 
in 1944, but the soldier’s 
belongings were not sent 
to them. Melnie Beattie, 
the daughter of Garfield’s 
brother Gilbert, invested 
significant time to deter-
mine where her uncle’s 
personal effects were but 
met with little success. 

Then, six years ago, 
Beattie and her siblings 
were reunited with a half-
brother Ron Norquay, 
who had been adopted as 
a young child. He joined 
the efforts to locate Pri-
or’s belongings and even-
tually discovered that a 
Bible was left in Prior’s 
room in England after 
his other belongings were 
gathered. It was placed 
in storage until a family 
member could retrieve it 
and, when Norquay ob-
tained the Bible, he found 
a document tucked inside 
which noted a fiancé as 
Prior’s next of kin, rather 
than his parents. Prior 
was engaged while he was 
stationed in Moose Jaw 
but was called back to En-
gland three days before 
the wedding. It seemed 
that his personal effects 
were sent to his fiancé, 
but Prior’s family had dif-
ficulty locating her.

Two summers ago, 
the family brought Pri-
or’s Bible to Indian Head 
when board member 
Ken Turpin began refur-
bishing the museum’s 
military room. It was 
suggested that a display 
be created to honour Gar-
field Prior, but this was 
challenging with minimal 
memorabilia available. 
Yet, Turpin was intrigued 
by Prior’s story and began 
researching online.

“I found a post on 
some obscure website 
about bomber command 
in Europe, from a fellow 
looking for the family of 
Garfield Prior. The post 
was eight years old,” 
Turpin recalled.

Turpin contacted the 
man, who was living in 
the United States. He 
was related to Prior’s for-
mer fiancé, who was now 
deceased. Turpin soon 
shared this information 
with Prior’s relatives and 
one of the pilot’s logbooks 
was finally returned to 
the family. They gener-
ously donated it to Indian 
Head Museum where it is 
now on display.

“I wanted to see it pre-
served in Indian Head 
because that was his 
hometown, with lots of 
relatives around and 
friends. We figured this 
was the right place for it, 
so I had a case made for 

it so we could display it 
in the museum,” Prior’s 
niece Melnie Beattie ex-
plained. “Uncle Garfield 
was quite well-known in 
Indian Head area. He was 
a pretty substantial part 
of Indian Head’s history. 
It’s so important to me to 
have him recognized after 
all these years.”

Like Beattie, Turpin is 
grateful that the museum 
can preserve Prior’s leg-
acy and share the logbook 
with those who visit the 
military room.

“From the time [Prior] 
started flying, it shows 
every aircraft he flew in, 
how many hours, who he 
was with. It’s a fantastic 
piece of historical infor-
mation, it’s beautiful,” 
Turpin commented. “It’s 
such a big story. It goes 
across generations, across 
borders.”

Family members hope 
to eventually acquire 
more of Prior’s personal 
belongings and learn 
more about his final 
flight.
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Greenall grad Gorniak the hero as Rams advance
By GNG Staff

Grasslands News 

Balgonie’s Ty Gorniak kicked a sea-
son-high five field goals, including the 
38-yard game winner, to send the Univer-
sity of Regina Rams to the Canada West 
conference championship game with a 
32-29 overtime Saturday over the visiting 
Manitoba Bisons.

Coming off a 1-for-4 outing Oct. 24 
in Regina’s regular season-ending loss 
to the University of British Columbia 
Thunderbirds, Gorniak couldn’t have 
recovered any better in Saturday’s semi-
final.

The rookie was perfect on field goal 
attempts from 39, 32, 35, 22 and 38 yards, 
as well as both his point-after converts.

His 35-yarder came with no time left 
on the clock in the fourth quarter to send 
the game to overtime, where he striped 
two more through the uprights to win it 
for the Rams.

That performance also marked the 
first-ever 5-for-5 outing from a Rams’ 
kicker, according to Darrell Davis of 
the Regina Leader-Post, punctuating a 
season in which Gorniak – a Greenall 
Griffins graduate – earlier became the 
youngest player to score a point in Rams’ 
history.

Through eight regular season games 

and one playoff contest, Gorniak has
hit 22 of 28 field goal tries (78.6 per cent)
along with 27 of 28 converts and a 57.2-
yard average on kickoffs.

Next up for Gorniak and the sec-
ond-place Rams (6-2) – A date with the
first-seeded Saskatchewan Huskies (7-1)
in Saturday’s Hardy Cup conference
final (Nov. 8 with a 2 p.m. kickoff). 

Saskatchewan, whose roster includes
fifth-year defensive back John Stoll (Mel-
ville) and third-year offensive lineman
Devon Burnham (Summerberry), won
the only regular-season meeting between
the clubs, beating Regina 22-20 back on
Sept. 19.

Stoll, a 2022 conference all-star, had
four tackles in the Huskies’ own confer-
ence semifinal win Saturday, a 26-7 take-
down of UBC, and registered his first
forced fumble and first interception of
the season over the previous two weeks
leading into playoffs.

Regina’s roster also includes White
City product and rookie offensive line-
man Nate Boyd, who has dressed in
seven of the Rams’ nine games to date.

The winner of Saturday’s game will
go on to face the winner of the Ontario
University Athletics conference with a
trip to the Vanier Cup national champi-
onship on the line.

The Vanier Cup is scheduled to be
played Nov. 22 in Regina.

Ready to kick

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Wapella Blackhawks are gearing up for an-
other exciting winter of senior hockey as the Sask East 
Hockey League drops the puck on the 2025-26 season this 
week. Fans in the small but spirited hockey community 
of Wapella are eager to see their hometown team back 
on the ice, battling rivals from across eastern Saskatch-
ewan and western Manitoba.

The Blackhawks open their campaign on the road 
Friday, Nov. 8, in Churchbridge against the Imperials 
before continuing their early-season road swing with 
stops in Langenburg (Nov. 14), Churchbridge again 
(Nov. 21), Esterhazy (Nov. 28), and Russell (Nov. 29). 
Their first home appearance will be Friday, Dec. 12, 
when they host the Preeceville Pats at the Whitewood 
Community Centre while awaiting the natural ice to be 
installed at the Wapella Arena. 

The SEHL’s South 
Division promises 
tight competition 
again this season, 
featuring familiar 
foes such as Rocan-
ville, Churchbridge, 
Esterhazy, Russell, 
and Langenburg — 
all clubs known for 
strong veteran line-
ups and loyal fan 
bases. Wapella will 
play an 18-game reg-
ular-season schedule, 

split evenly between home and away contests.
After Christmas, the Blackhawks will host a string 

of home games that should delight local fans. The team 
welcomes the Canora Cobras on Jan. 3 in Wapella, the 

Langenburg Warriors on Jan. 9, the Rocanville Tigers 
on Jan. 16, the Esterhazy Flyers on Jan. 21, the Cote Se-
lects on Jan. 24, the Russell Rams on January 30, and
the Churchbridge Imperials on Jan. 31 to close out the 
regular season.

While the roster has yet to be officially released,
returning veterans are expected to anchor the lineup,
bolstered by several new additions who bring speed
and grit to the ice. The team’s focus this year will be on 
tightening defensive play and capitalizing on home-ice
advantage — something that could prove crucial down 
the stretch.

With a loyal fan base and a packed arena atmosphere,
the Wapella Blackhawks are poised for an entertaining
season as they chase playoff contention in one of Sas-
katchewan’s most competitive senior hockey circuits. 
Puck drop for the opener is set for 8 p.m. Friday night 
in Churchbridge.

Wapella Blackhawks ready to hit the ice for SEHL season opener
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Cobras eliminated 
The Melville Cobras were eliminated in the SHSAA Provincial Football playoffs 

-

ered the Cobras their only loss of the season, losing 54-6.

Volleyball playoffs underway 
for local high schools

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

This year’s Saskatchewan High 
Schools Athletic Association volleyball 
playoffs continue this weekend with 21 
local teams from 15 communities com-
peting.

Here’s a look at who’s playing where, 
when and for what.

5A Boys Regionals
Balgonie’s Greenall Griffins are 

scheduled to face Moose Jaw’s A.E. Pea-
cock Toilers at 10 a.m. Saturday followed 
by a match against the host Swift Cur-
rent Colts at 1 p.m.

Quarterfinals in the six-team south 
regional are scheduled for 2:30 p.m. with 
the semifinals at 4 p.m. and the champi-
onship game at 5:30 p.m.

The other pool includes teams from 
Estevan, Weyburn and Yorkton Regional 
schools.

The top two teams will advance to pro-
vincials in Prince Albert on Nov. 15-16.

5A Girls Regionals
Greenall’s senior girls’ team will also 

be on the court for regionals Saturday, as 
part of a six-team tournament in Moose 
Jaw.

Like their male counterparts the Grif-
fins are scheduled to face Peacock at 10 
a.m. and Swift Current at 1 p.m. with the 
top two teams advancing to provincials.

Other schools competing are Estevan 
Comprehensive School, Weyburn Com-
prehensive School and Yorkton Regional 
High School.

Semifinals are scheduled for 4 p.m. 
with the two finalists slated to move on 
to provincials in Lloydminster.

4A Girls Regionals
The Melville Cobras will share a pool 

with Yorkton Sacred Heart and the hosts 
from Lumsden in their bid for a provin-
cial championship berth.

Those three teams will be joined Sat-
urday by Moose Jaw Vanier, Regina Lu-
ther and Moose Jaw Central with the top 
three teams moving on to provincials in 
North Battleford.

Melville is scheduled to face Yorkton 
Sacred Heart at 10 a.m. and Lumsden at 
12 p.m.

The gold medal game is scheduled for 
6 p.m. with the bronze game to follow at 
7 p.m.

3A Girls Regionals
Kipling, Vibank and Fort Qu’Appelle 

schools are among six teams that will 
compete at regionals Saturday in Carn-
duff, a trip to provincials on the line.

Those teams will be joined by Ester-
hazy, Wynyard and the host school.

Fort Qu’Appelle is scheduled to play 
Esterhazy at 9 a.m. and Kipling at 11 
a.m., with Kipling also slated to play Es-

terhazy at 1 p.m.
In pool B, the Vibank Vipers will play 

Carnduff at 10 a.m. and Wynyard at 12 
p.m.

The gold medal game is scheduled for 
6 p.m. and the bronze medal match for 7 
p.m. with the top three teams advancing 
to provincials in Maple Creek on Nov. 
14-15.

3A Boys Conferences
Balcarres Community School and 

Fort Qu’Appelle’s Bert Fox Community 
High School will both compete Saturday 
in Esterhazy for a trip to regionals, while 
the Kipling Magyars will do the same in 
Oxbow.

Fort Qu’Appelle and Balcarres will 
face each other in both teams’ opening 
match of the conference tournament (10 
a.m.), with Fort scheduled to then meet 
Esterhazy (12 p.m.), Canora (2 p.m.) and 
Watrous (5 p.m.).

Balcarres meanwhile will square off 
with Watrous at 1 p.m., Canora at 4 p.m. 
and Esterhazy at 6 p.m.

And Kipling is to face Carlyle at 10 
a.m., Oxbow at 12 p.m., Carnduff at 2 p.m. 
and Moosomin at 5 p.m.

No playoff round is slated for either 
tournament and the top three teams from 
both events will advance to regionals the 
following weekend.

2A Girls Regionals
Whitewood will travel to Porcupine 

Plain and the Montmartre Eagles will 
travel to Regina (Harvest City) for their 
respective regional tournaments.

Whitewood will be joined in its pool 
by Ituna and the provincial champion-
ship hosts from Wadena, with Raymore, 
Langenburg and Porcupine Plain mak-
ing up the other pool.

Wadena and the two next best teams 
will advance to provincials from that re-
gional.

In Regina, Montmartre will share a 
pool with Lampman and Moose Jaw Cor-
nerstone, while Harvest City, Gravel-
bourg and Rocanville duke it out in pool 
A.

The top two teams from that regional 
will also advance to provincials.

2A Boys Conferences
At Lampman, Nakoda Oyade (Carry 

the Kettle First Nation) and Wawota 
teams will compete against Arcola, Red-
vers and the hosts for a trip to regionals.

Langenburg will host Rocanville, Kah-
kewistahaw, Cowessess and Kakisiwew 
(Ochapowace First Nation).

And Montmartre will play host to 
Grenfell, Vibank, Regina Harvest City 
and Payepot (Piapot First Nation) 
schools.

All tournaments are scheduled for 
Saturday with the top two teams from 
each advancing to regionals.

By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

If this year’s World Series could be 
narrowed down to a simple ‘Who killed 
the Toronto Blue Jays?’ Let’s get right 
to the point and play a sports version of 
Clue. Open the little envelope and here’s 
what’s inside:

It was Hoffman.
In the ninth.
With a slider.
Poor Jeff Hoffman. The Blue Jays 

much maligned ninth-inning closer was 
two outs away from turning Canada into 
a state of sports delirium when he deliv-
ered a fateful slider to the weakest hit-
ter in the Los Angeles Dodgers’ lineup, 
Miguel Rojas, who hadn’t had a base hit 
since Oct. 2 thanks mainly to sitting on 
the bench..

Rojas swung and the ball sailed over 
the left-field wall, tying the game 4-4, 
sending it into extra innings and the 
pessimists among Canada’s 41 million 
people had a bad feeling that the Jays’ 
spectacular season was not going to end 
well.

Said Hoffman after the game: “That 
(pitch) cost everybody in here a World 
Series ring, so it’s pretty (expletive). Got 
to execute better in that spot.”

In the 11th inning, Will Smith dupli-
cated Rojas’s heroics, slamming a solo 
homer off Shane Bieber but with the Jays 
showing life with a rally in the bottom 
of the 11th, Toronto catcher Alejandro 
Kirk, who performed hitting and defen-
sive heroics all year, grounded into a sea-
son-ending, dream-ending double play.

That’s baseball. No sense in beating 
up Hoffman, or Bieber, or anyone on 

the Blue Jays, for that matter. The team
overachieved all summer, starting off 
16-19 through 35 games and then domi-
nating the American League from June 
through the end of September. For a team 
that most experts pegged for a fifth-place 
finish in the five-team American League
East to come within two outs of a World 
Series title is almost unimaginable.

Most of Game 7 went the Jays’ way. 
There was an early 3-0 lead, and it was 4-2
Toronto in the eighth before Max Muncy 
of the Dodgers hit a solo shot that made it
4-3. Jays’ manager John Schneider then 
called on Hoffman to get four outs and 
automatic hero worship status across the 
country before Rojas spoiled that narra-
tive in the ninth.

It was 32 years ago when Joe Carter’s
home run beat Philadelphia Phillies and
gave Toronto its second straight World
Series title. Fans all across Canada were
giddy for most of the game with the
thought that that three-decade drought
was going to end.

It didn’t, but there’s always next 
year, although one of the team’s best 
hitters, Bo Bichette, is a free agent and
may depart. Management will try in the 
off-season to fill a few holes in the team’s 
lineup, one of which is a dependable 
closer. Hoffman had 33 saves this year in
40 opportunities but his 4.37 earned-run
average told a more accurate story of his
effectiveness.

Still, it was a great year. And the Jays’
near-perfect run to the World Series 
helped bring Canada together, so all was 
not lost.

Care to comment? Email brucepen-
ton2003@yahoo.ca

So close, but no Series’ title, for Blue Jays



By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Senior hockey is mak-
ing a triumphant return to 
rinks across the region, as 
the Prairie Men’s Hockey 
League (PMHL) drops the 
puck on the 2025-26 season 
with four local teams – the 
Fort Qu’Appelle Valley 
Warriors, Indian Head 
Chiefs, Cupar Canucks, 
and Ituna Avalanche — all 
hitting the ice.

After a leave of ab-
sence, the Valley War-
riors are back, restoring 
senior hockey excitement 
to Fort Qu’Appelle and the 
surrounding Qu’Appelle 
Valley communities. The 
Warriors make their long-
awaited return Saturday, 
Nov. 8, when they host the 
Strasbourg Maroons at 
the Fort Qu’Appelle Rex-
entre. Game time is 7:30 
p.m.

Team organizers said 
it’s great to see senior 
hockey back in the Val-
ley again, noting that fans 
have been eager to bring 
the Warriors back.

Following their debut, 
the Warriors host the 
Cupar Canucks on Nov. 
14, then head on the road 
to face the Indian Head 
Chiefs on Nov. 22 and visit 
Cupar again on Nov. 29.

Indian Head Chiefs

The Indian Head Chiefs 
return to the PMHL this 
season, blending veteran 
leadership with local tal-
ent. The Chiefs, who fin-
ished in third place in the 
regular season last year, 
open their season on Nov. 
7 in Cupar before host-
ing the Ituna Avalanche 
on Nov. 15. They’ll then 
welcome the Warriors to 
Indian Head for a Valley 
rivalry game on Nov. 22, 
expected to draw a packed 
house.

Cupar Canucks
The Cupar Canucks, a 

staple of Saskatchewan 
senior hockey, are back 
for another full season. 
Finishing last year in first 
place, they’ll open at home 
on Nov. 7 against Indian 
Head, then travel to Fort 
Qu’Appelle for the War-
riors’ second home game 
on Nov. 14. The Canucks 
will host Fort Qu’Appelle 
again later in the month 

on Nov. 29, renewing one 
of the league’s most antic-
ipated rivalries.

Ituna Avalanche
Rounding out the local 

contingent are the Ituna 
Avalanche, who continue 
to ice one of the PMHL’s 
most consistent and 
hard-working squads. 
Finishing last year in sec-
ond place, the Avalanche 
open their campaign Nov. 
15 in Indian Head before 
hosting a string of home 
games through Decem-
ber, including matchups 
against Strasbourg and 
Fort Qu’Appelle.

Known for their fast, 
physical play and strong 
local fan base, the Ava-
lanche are once again ex-
pected to be a factor in the 
playoff race while adding 
another layer of local com-
petition for fans across 
the Grasslands News area.

Hockey Pride Across

the Valley
With four area teams 

in the PMHL this season, 
small-town rinks across 
the region – from Cupar 
to Ituna – are set to buzz 
with the sound of blades, 
sticks, and loyal fans 
cheering from the stands. 
Expect 50/50 draws, local 
canteens, and affordable 
family pricing ($10 for 
adults, $5 for seniors and 
students) at every rink.

The return of the War-
riors and the continued 
strength of the Chiefs, 
Canucks, and Avalanche 
make this one of the most 
exciting PMHL seasons in 
years – and a full revival 
of senior hockey pride 
across the Qu’Appelle 
Valley.

Full schedules and 
standings are available at 
pmhlhockey.ca .
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Melville Millionaires
Jr. A Hockey

Game Schedule
Home/Away Games

 All Games 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated

07–
08–
11–
18–
21–
22–
26–
28–
29–

Home/Away Games 
NOVEMBER:
07–
08–
13–
15–
19–
22–
28–
29–

Pilot Butte Storm
Game Schedule

YOU CAN 

HELP!
CRIME STOPPERS

1-800-222-TIPS

As I was flipping through the channels the other 
night, I noticed one of my all-time favourite movies 
was on, Remember the Titans.

For those folks who have never seen it, it’s the 
story of a high school football team, faced with the 
realities and the challenges of the integration of black 
and white students, along with a black head coach, 
expertly played by Denzel Washington.

Like most great sports movies, it’s based on a true 
story.

In the end, they all come together as a team and 
win their championship game, after overcoming a ton 
of adversity.

As I was watching, it got me thinking of the To-
ronto Blue Jays, the team that came within a few 
inches of winning the World Series, but lost to the
Los Angeles Dodgers and the highest payroll in the 
history of baseball.

Like the Titans, the Blue Jays were that rag-tag 
outfit that wasn’t going to have a chance against the 
mighty Dodgers, even though they took them to extra 
innings in the seventh game of the series.

Yes, Canada’s own Blue Jays took on the Dodgers 
and gave them all they could handle for seven games, 
but the real story of this team starts in spring train-
ing this year, when neither five-tool player Addison 
Barger or the newly discovered ace of the staff, Trey 
Yesavage were with the Jays.

This team started with the ruins of the previous 
season’s last place squad and may have come together 
quicker and better than any team has before.

It started with hitting coach David Popkins, whose 
philosophy of hitting must have made a lot of sense to 
the players, because suddenly guys weren’t stomping 
back to the bat-rack after a strike-out nearly as often 
as they did before.

They learned that the best way win is to score runs 
and the best way to score runs was by making contact 
and putting the ball in play.

As the season went on, the team gathered momen-
tum, winning games that they wouldn’t have in the 
past, and some guys found themselves as players.

George Springer, a guy who looked like his best 
days were well behind him, suddenly caught fire, 
with his average taking off into the .300s.

Ernie Clement, who set a record for postseason 
hits, showed what a player can do if he just gets a 
chance.

Barger emerged as a workhorse, equally as adept 
at third base as he was in the outfield, and Davis 
Schneider and Nathan Lukes turned into solid op-
tions in a platoon situation.

Vladdy – I think he can get the one name treatment
in Canada now – showed his leadership and when it 
came time for the playoffs, he found another gear. He 
was tremendous at the plate as well as in the field.

Bo Bichette, when he wasn’t hobbled by injuries, 
was an RBI machine, and his defence at shortstop had 
also improved. He was terrific in the World Series, 
as well.

Alejandro Kirk, all five-foot, eight inches and 240 
pounds of him, established himself as one of base-
ball’s toughest outs and a great defensive catcher who 
knows how to handle a pitching staff.

For those that said he was out of shape, remember,
round is a shape, too.

Then there were the pitchers, and I won’t try to 
name them all, because I know I’ll miss someone.

In the playoffs, it was all about Yesavage, his over 
the top motion and his ability to get guys out with 
any pitch.

They also got strong outings from Kevin Gausman, 
Shane Bieber and the venerable one, Mad Max Scher-
zer, who must have been drinking from the fountain 
of youth.

This was a great team, and like the Titans in the
movie, no one in Canada is ever going to forget them.

I’m not going to get into why the Blue Jays didn’t 
win all the marbles, because there’s plenty of blame 
to go around, but in interview after interview, it sure 
seemed like this group was tight.

Clement said he wanted to end his interview, just 
to spend a couple more hours with that group.

The Jays, much like the graduating Titans, will 
never get to be with these same guys again, the guys 
who they played for and probably would have lived 
and died for if need be.

It has to really sting right now, that they won’t be 
getting ready for another game until next season.

This series, and this team, will now be the measur-
ing stick that all other Toronto teams in the future 
are compared to.

Remember, pitchers and catchers report in Febru-
ary.

Who’s ready?

Sports column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct

Fort Knox Hockey
Game Schedule

Home/Away Games 
NOVEMBER:
07–
09–
15–
20–
22–
25–
29–

Home/Away Games 
NOVEMBER:
08–
14–
15–
22–
28–

Wolseley Mustangs
Game Schedule

Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK

Phone 306-728-2730

• SGI Accredited
• Minor Dents & Scratches 

• Courtesy Car
• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 

• Diesel Dye Pumps

• Tire Repair & Tires • Full Line of Hardware 

& Automotive Supplies

• Minor Automotive Repairs • Feed 

• Bulk Petroleum

• Liquor and Cold Beer • Tobacco Products

Bowling Scores, Standings - Melville Bowl Arena
MONDAY P.M.

Nov. 3
L

Team   Pts.

MONDAY COMMERCIAL 
Oct. 27

L

Team   Pts.

Oct. 28
L

Team   Pts.

TUESDAY YBC
 Oct. 28

Team   Pts.

THURSDAY YBC
 Oct. 30

Team   Pts.

SATURDAY YBC
Nov. 1

Team   Pts.

Prairie Men’s
Hockey League

Game Schedule
Home/Away Games 

NOVEMBER:
07–
08–

14–
15–

22–

28–
29–

Fort Qu’Appelle’s Valley Warriors rejoin PMHL
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North Stars, Hawks, down Millionaires in close games
By Darcy Gross
Grasslands News 

Are the SJHL Melville Millionaires 
rediscovering their core identity?

The Millionaires played a pair of 
low-scoring contests over the last week, 
coming away with an overtime win as 
well as a hard fought loss.

Battlefords North Stars 1 at
Melville Millionaires 2 (OT, Nov. 1)

The Mils opened the scoring late in 
the opening stanza, with Devin Winder 
potting his seventh goal of the season 
with Riley Craigen and Grady Carmi-
chael credited with assists.

That 1-0 lead held up until late in the 
third period when the North Stars knot-
ted it up with less than five minutes re-
maining in regulation time.

Preston Baerwald was the hero in this 
game, as he went coast to coast in over-
time and notched his fourth goal of the 
season with an unassisted marker at 2:19 
of extra time.

The Millionaires were whistled for 
four of the seven minor penalties called 
while the North Stars were handed the 
game’s lone misconduct.

Buzz Aafedt got the start between the 
posts for Melville and turned aside 20 of 
the 21 shots he faced while Melville skat-
ers had 37 shots on the Battlefords cage.

Melville Millionaires 2 at
Nipawin Hawks 3 (Oct. 31)

The Hawks opened the scoring is this 
match-up, firing two pucks past Noah 
Sinagowitz with the Millionaires getting 

a reply from Jackson Lee with his sev-
enth tally of the season late in the mid-
dle frame. Matthew Edwards and Boston 
Harkness had assists on the powerplay 
marker.

Nipawin regained its lead in the third, 
with a goal at 4:31 while Kale Margolis 
brought the Mils to within a goal at 9:53 
with the man advantage.

Edwards and Harkness were, once 
again, both credited with set-up points 
on the goal.

That was as close as the Millionaires 
would get, unfortunately.

Sinagowitz made 27 saves in the con-
test while Millionaires’ skaters were 
able to fire 27 shots of their own on the 
Hawks’ cage.

Nipawin was on the hook for six of the 
game’s 10 minor infractions.

The Millionaires hit the road for Wey-
burn on Nov. 7 to take on the Red Wings, 
with the two clubs back in Melville on 
Nov. 8 for the rematch.

The Mils have a Remembrance Day 
home game against the Estevan Bruins 
on Nov. 11.

All games start at 7 p.m.

Ice Chips
Melville Millionaires forward Kale 

Margolis has caught the eyes of some 
SJHL pundits, as he’s been named the 
Saskatchewan Player of the Month for 
September and October.

Margolis led the SJHL in scoring in 
October, collecting seven goals and 12 
helpers for a total of 19 points over the 
span of a dozen games.

Margolis, who is a solid contributor 
in all situations for the Millionaires, also 
happens to be one of the league’s top face-

off men, something often overlooked by 
the casual fan.

The Millionaires, with a number of 
players out with injuries, have added for-
ward Nathan Taylor from the Stouffville 
Spirit of the Ontario Junior Hockey 
League.

Taylor played 12 games with 
Stouffville, scoring three goals and add-
ing eight assists for 11 points.

SJHL Notebook
By GNG Staff

Grasslands News 

A 15-game (and counting) point streak 
for Jacob Strizzi was enough not only to 
help propel his Humboldt Broncos to the 
best record in the Saskatchewan Junior 
Hockey League, but also earn the over-
age forward the league’s first player of 
the month honour.

The league announced Strizzi’s hon-
our Sunday after an October where had 
at least one point in every game – includ-
ing his first hat trick of the season and a 
run of six multi-point games.

Over the course of his scoring streak, 
Strizzi has piled up 14 goals and 10 assists 
yet incredulously find himself merely 
tied for the league scoring lead with Es-
tevan Bruins’ centre Ewan Rennie at 28 
points in all.

To date, Strizzi has been held off 
the score sheet just once – in the Bron-
cos’ second game of the season, Sept. 20 
against the Warman Wolverines.

Other monthly award winners in-
cluded Rennie (forward of the month), 
Gavin Granger of the Battlefords North 
Stars (defenceman of the month), Bron-

cos’ netminder Charlie Tritt (goalie of 
the month), Roan Burgess of the Wey-
burn Red Wings (rookie of the month),
and Melville Millionaires’ forward Kale
Margolis (Saskatchewan player of the
month).

Broncos Surge
Humboldt’s surge to the top of the

league standings has coincided with the
Broncos (13-4-0-0) also placing within the 
top half of the Canadian Junior Hockey 
League’s weekly Top 20 rankings for the
first time this season.

The Broncos were Canada’s sev-
enth-best junior A team as of Tuesday’s
rankings, one of two SJHL teams to crack
the Top 20, with a seven-game winning
streak to their name after beating the 
Kindersley Klippers 3-2 on Saturday and 
4-1 on Sunday.

The Bunge Division-leading Weyburn
Red Wings (10-3-0-1) dropped from fourth
to 11th nationally after a pair of weekend
losses to Estevan.

Mils Rep SJ
The 2025 Western All-Star Challenge

kicked off Tuesday night in Martensville
with 2007-born forwards Wesley Olson
and Preston Baerwald representing the
Melville Millionaires on Team SJHL at 
the event.

The second game in the two-game
set against a team of Manitoba Junior
Hockey League all-stars was played 
Wednesday morning.

Humboldt and the Melfort Mustangs
lead the way with three players each on
the SJHL roster, while Melville, Kinder-
sley, Flin Flon, Weyburn and Warman
each had two representatives.

Fort Knox, Steelhawks, and Storm face tough tests in PJHL games
By Chris Ashfield

Grasslands News 

It was a busy and eventful weekend in the Prairie 
Junior Hockey League’s Bill Johnston Division, high-
lighted by a postponed match-up due to Game 7 of the 
World Series — a true sign of Canada’s sporting pas-
sion. While the Fort Knox, Moosomin Steelhawks, and 
Pilot Butte Storm each faced challenges on the ice, the 
battle for position in the standings is heating up as the 
season nears mid-November.

Fort Knox Shut Out by Westleys
Fort Knox ran into a red-hot Saskatoon Westleys 

squad on Oct. 29, falling 6–0 at the Prairie Co-op Rexen-
tre in Melville. The Westleys outshot Knox 29–21, and 
goaltender Luke Brunen turned aside every attempt for 
the shutout. Saskatoon’s Connor Gabriel led the attack 
with three points as the Westleys continued their strong 
cross-division play.

Despite the loss, Fort Knox remains near the top of 
the Bill Johnston Division with a record of 8–3–0–0, sit-
ting just one point behind the division-leading Extreme 
Hockey Regina Capitals. Knox has been one of the most 
consistent offensive teams in the league this season, av-
eraging over five goals per game while maintaining one 
of the best goal differentials in the PJHL

Steelhawks Drop Back-To-Back Games
It was a tough weekend at home for the Moosomin 

Steelhawks, who dropped both contests at the Mike 
Schwean Arena. On Oct. 31, the Steelhawks were de-
feated 6–2 by the Carrot River Outback Thunder. Ryan 
Weaver opened the scoring for Moosomin, and Deagan 
Reister added a second goal in the middle frame, but the 
Thunder broke the game open with four unanswered 
tallies in the second period.

The following night, the Steelhawks fell 7–0 to the 
Saskatoon Westleys, who continued their dominant 
stretch behind a hat trick and assist from Carter Wal-
ter. Goalie Luke Hampton made 29 saves to complete 
the shutout.

The Steelhawks currently sit in fourth place in the 
Bill Johnston Division with a 3–8–0–1 record. Though 
the team has struggled defensively — allowing a league-
high 69 goals through 12 games — they’ve shown flashes 
of promise in recent weeks and will look to rebound in 
a busy stretch ahead.

Storm Earn Point in Overtime Loss
The Pilot Butte Storm earned a valuable point in 

Regina on Sunday, taking the Extreme Hockey Regina 
Capitals to overtime before falling 4–3. The Storm got 
goals from Colton Pushie, Dryden Jeannot, and Luke 
Bryant, while goaltender Brady Carr turned in an out-

standing 48-save performance.
Earlier in the week, the Storm fell 5–1 on the road to 

the Saskatoon Westleys. Kyle McLellan scored the lone 
goal for Pilot Butte in that game, while the team man-
aged 21 shots against the division’s hottest goaltender.

Pilot Butte sits fifth in the Bill Johnston Division 
standings with a record of 2–8–0–1 and five points. 
Though wins have been hard to come by, the Storm 
have been competitive in several close games and con-
tinue to develop chemistry as the season progresses.

Blue Jays Postpone Hockey Night
The scheduled Nov. 1 match-up between Fort Knox 

and the Pilot Butte Storm was postponed for an unusual 
reason — Game 7 of the World Series. With the Toronto 
Blue Jays chasing a historic championship, both or-
ganizations and the PJHL agreed to move the game so 
players and fans could tune in to watch Canada’s team 
on baseball’s biggest stage. A rescheduled date will be 
announced in the coming weeks.

Upcoming Games
Fort Knox was on the road Wednesday night to face 

the Richardson Pioneer Southern Rebels in Weyburn
and will visit Moosomin on Saturday. They’ll return 
home Sunday to host the Martensville Chiefs in an af-
ternoon matchup at the Prairie Co-op Rexentre.

The Moosomin Steelhawks will host Fort Knox on 
Friday and the Martensville Chiefs on Saturday, fol-
lowed by road games against the Extreme Hockey Re-
gina Capitals on Monday and a home tilt against the 
Regina Silver Foxes on Tuesday.

The Pilot Butte Storm head north for a pair of road 
games this weekend, visiting the Carrot River Outback
Thunder on Friday and the Prince Albert Timberjaks 
on Saturday.

With the standings tightening and the midseason
mark approaching, every point will matter. Fort Knox 
aims to challenge the Capitals for the top spot, while
the Steelhawks and Storm are determined to shake off
recent losses and spark a turnaround in the Bill John-
ston Division.

Kipling and Wawota set for rivalry clash
Big 6 Hockey League Season Opens

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Big 6 Hockey League season is officially under-
way, with local fans in Kipling and Wawota gearing 
up for another exciting winter of senior hockey action 
across southeast Saskatchewan.

The Kipling-Windthorst Oil Kings made their sea-
son debut on Nov. 1, travelling to Carlyle where they 
were handed a tough 9–3 loss by the Cougars. Despite 
the score, the game marked the Oil Kings’ return to Big 
6 competition and offered a glimpse of a roster still find-
ing its rhythm. Kipling’s goals came in the latter half 
of the contest, with contributions from Ethan Stajniak, 
Josh Hassler and Zac Plaster.

Carlyle’s Cale Adams led the charge for the home 
side with a hat trick, while teammates Cade Bendtsen, 
Austin Fleck, and Tanner Froese also found the back 
of the net. The Cougars struck early and often, build-
ing a commanding lead with three goals in each period. 
Kipling’s power play showed potential, converting once 
on three opportunities, but it wasn’t enough to slow 
Carlyle’s balanced attack.

The Oil Kings will have plenty of time to rebound, 

with 16 regular season games on their 2025-26 schedule.
Fans won’t have to wait long to see them at home —
Kipling will host the Wawota Flyers on Friday, Nov. 14 
at the Kipling Arena in their home opener.

The matchup will also mark the Flyers’ second game 
of the season. Wawota opens their campaign on Nov.
7 in Redvers before heading to Kipling for the first of 
two visits this year. The Flyers’ regular season slate in-
cludes home dates against Moosomin, Carlyle, Oxbow,
and Carnduff throughout the winter.

With both teams bringing in familiar faces and com-
munity pride, the upcoming Kipling–Wawota rivalry
game promises to be one of the early highlights of the 
Big 6 Hockey League season.

Send your
advertising to

ads@gngnews.ca
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QVHHL season opens with action across the league
By Chris Ashfield

Grasslands News 

The 2025-26 Qu’Appelle Valley Hockey 
League regular season is officially un-
derway, with fans from Grenfell, Balcar-
res, and Balgonie cheering the return of 
senior hockey to local rinks. Opening 
weekend saw mixed results for the re-
gion’s teams as the Grenfell Spitfires and 
Balgonie Bisons both dropped their open-
ers, while Balcarres prepares to launch 
its campaign this week.

Grenfell Spitfires Fall in Season Opener
The Grenfell Spitfires opened their 

season at home on Nov. 2, facing a potent 
Raymore Rockets lineup that rolled to a 
7–1 victory. Raymore’s Austin Linnen 

led the charge with two goals and two 
assists, while Shayde Peterson scored 
twice and added an assist. Grenfell’s lone 
goal came from Eric Kuzek on the power 
play, assisted by Tyler Bird and Luke 
Schaeffer. Goaltender Jordan Muhr went 
the distance for the Spitfires, facing a 
barrage of Rockets’ shots throughout the 
night.

Grenfell will look to bounce back 
when they visit the Lumsden Monarchs 
on Nov. 7 before returning home for a 
pair of games—hosting Balcarres on 
Nov. 14 and Bethune on Nov. 15.

Balgonie Drops Opener to Southey
In their first game of the year, the Bal-

gonie Bisons were handed a 6–2 loss by 
the Southey Marlins on October 31 at the 
Star Dome. Southey’s Derek Frater had 

a four-point night, scoring once and as-
sisting on three others, while teammate 
Pat Thompson-Gale recorded a goal and 
two assists. Rhett Sandercock and Riley 
Perkins also found the back of the net for 
the Marlins.

Balgonie’s goals came from Riley 
Woykin and Daitan Dmytriw. Goalten-
der Hunter Lolacher made 60 minutes of 
stops in the loss as Southey outpaced the 
Bisons through all three periods.

The Bisons will look to rebound when 
they visit Raymore on Nov. 7, before a re-
match against Southey on Nov. 15.

Balcarres Broncs Set to Debut
The Balcarres Broncs are slated to 

begin their season at home on November 
9, hosting the Lumsden Monarchs at the 
Balcarres Centennial Arena. The Broncs 

will face the Grenfell Spitfires in back-
to-back matchups on November 14 and
22, providing early-season tests for both 
squads.

Upcoming Games
• Nov. 7: Grenfell Spitfires vs. Lums-

den Monarchs (Lumsden)
• Nov. 7: Raymore Rockets vs. Balgo-

nie Bisons (Star Dome)
• Nov. 9: Lumsden Monarchs vs. Bal-

carres Broncs (Balcarres)
• Nov. 14: Grenfell Spitfires vs. Balcar-

res Broncs (Balcarres)
• Nov. 15: Balgonie Bisons vs. Southey 

Marlins (Southey)
• Nov. 15: Bethune Bulldogs vs. Gren-

fell Spitfires (Grenfell)

Broadview and Moosomin
Detachment

Sgt. Damien Grouchy 

Reporting period: Oct. 23 to Oct. 30
Calls for Service

There were 85 calls for service in the 
Broadview/ Moosomin Detachment area 
over the past week, with only 24 traffic 
fines issued. Most of the fines being for 
speeding. The highest speeder of the 
week was issued to a male driving a 
Ford Maverick travelling 151 km/hr on 
Highway #8 in a 100 km/hr zone near Ro-
canville. The male received a $809 fine. 
Coming in second place this week was 
a male driving a Honda Civic travelling 
160 km/hr on Highway #1 in the 110 km/
hr zone near Grenfell. The male driver 
received a fine of $798. Please slow down 
while driving and stay safe. 

Found
Some more found prop-

erty this week near Broad-
view. The Samsung phone 
pictured was found near 
West Road on Kahkew-
istahaw First Nations. If 
this phone belongs to you, 
It can be picked up at the 
Broadview RCMP.

Mischief, Intoxicated and More
On October 23rd, RCMP received a 

complaint of an agitated male at a busi-
ness in Broadview. The male targeted 
several employees in a threatening be-
haviour. The male had also been in the 
business a month prior and had acted in a 
similar way. RCMP obtained statements 
and the male will be getting charged for 
his behaviour and actions.

On October 23rd, RCMP received a 
call to a residence on Kahkewistahaw, 

where an intoxicated female assaulted 
another female by punching her in the 
face. RCMP attended and arrested the 
intoxicated female and transported her 
to the RCMP Bed and Breakfast. While 
RCMP were getting the female booked 
into her room she assaulted the matron 
by removing her necklace and throw-
ing at her. The matron was not injured 
during the incident. The intoxicated fe-
male was charged for both assaults she 
committed.

On October 24th, the RCMP were 
called to two cows steaking things out 
near Highway #1 near Moosomin. RCMP 

located the cow’s owners who was not 
amoosed with the situation

On October 25th, RCMP responded to 
an assault at residence in Broadview, 
where a female punched another female 
in the face while intoxicated. RCMP 
attended the scene, but the female sus-
pect had already left the scene. RCMP 
received a video showing the female 
suspect walk up to the female victim 
and punch her several times in the face. 
RCMP located the female and charged 
her for the assault.

On October 25th, RCMP received a call 
of a possible collision on Highway #201 
on Kahkewistahaw First Nations. RCMP 
received the call from a passerby who 
observer a vehicle and saw a male bleed-
ing from their head. RCMP attended and 
learned that no collision tool place and 
that the male had been skateboarding 
down the valley and fallen. The male was 
treated by EMS.

On October 25th, RCMP received a 
call of a six-year-old male who had been 
bit by a dog that had broken off its leash 
in Broadview. The six-year-old received 
six stitches from the dog bite. Animal 
control has been made aware of the com-
plaint and will be completing their in-
vestigation regarding the dog bite. The 
dog was caught by its owner and chained 
back up in its yard.

On October 25th, RCMP stopped a 
male driving a white GMC truck that 
was travelling 154 km/hr on #1 High-
way near Moosomin. The male was is-
sued a fine for $1067. The male was also 
arrested and charged for impaired driv-
ing and provided samples of his breath 
that confirmed his blood alcohol content 
was double the legal limit. RCMP towed 
and impounded the driver’s vehicle. The 
male was then provided courtesy ride 
home.

On October 25th, RCMP received a call 

of an impaired driver on Ochapowace 
First Nations. It was reported that a 
female was driving a grey truck intox-
icated. RCMP located the vehicle and
arrested the female driver for impaired
operation, and her vehicle was towed 
and impounded.

On October 26th, RCMP were called to
a residence on Ochapowace First Nations
where the homeowner advised their son 
was intoxicated and causing problems
and refusing to leave. RCMP attended 
and arrested the male and provided him 
a free night stay at the RCMP Bed and 
Breakfast. The male was released when 
he was sober.

On October 28th, RCMP received a re-
port of a break and enter into a garage in
Broadview. The caller was not sure what 
all was stolen but was going to make a
list. The caller also provided video sur-
veillance of the Break and Enter that
clearly identifies the male responsible. 
The male will be located and charged ac-
cordingly for break and entering.

On October 28th, RCMP received a call
of a cube van parked in the middle of the
street in Whitewood. RCMP attended and 
observed that a delivery van had broken
down and was left in the middle of the 
street blocking traffic. RCMP had the ve-
hicle towed as it was a traffic hazard.

On October 30th, RCMP were called to
a male causing problems at a residence
on Cowessess First Nations. RCMP at-
tended and arrested the intoxicated male
for failing to comply with several court
conditions he was on. The male resisted 
arrest and assaulted one of our police of-
ficers before he was transported to the 
RCMP Bed and Breakfast.

Police Joke
1,000 wigs have been stolen from a 

business in the area. Your RCMP is
combing that area looking for suspects.

Have a great week and Stay Safe!

Close call for people involved in grid road accident

Grid road accident
On Thursday, Oct. 30, RCMP attended a two-vehicle collision on a grid road near Broadview. The collision was caused

by an SUV the failed to yield at a yield sign and was struck by an oncoming truck. Occupants were treated by EMS for

minor injuries. Both vehicles sustained heavy damages and had to be towed from the scene. 

New Home Mechanical Consultation
Blue print consultation, to ensure mechanical layout is efficient.
If there’s a way to save money we’ll help you find it.

Commercial & Residential New Build Specialist

Furnace, Boiler, Air Conditioner Install & Repair

Rural Mechanical Water Treatment

Sewage & Pump Systems

Residential & Commercial 
In-Floor Heating Systems

1-306-697-3504
AFTER HOURS: 1-306-697-7219

505 Pacific Street Grenfell, SK
Email: Kruegersplumbing@sasktel.net

Krueger’sPlumbing & Heating  

 Local trusted expert | Journeyman | Licensed Gas Fitter | 35 years in Business
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BIG
or small

WE PRINT IT ALL!
From business cards to banners we’re 

here for all your print needs.

218 - 3rd Ave. W. • Melville, SK.
Email: production@grasslandsnews.ca

Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS

NEWS | PRINTING

Small Engine 
REPAIR

Melville, SK 

306-607-5460

Lawn Mower 
& Snow Blower 

Tune-ups 
  & Repair

12 Livingstone St., Yorkton, SK

306.782.6556   |  1.888.782.6556   

carpet1yorkton.com

Everything for your home under one roof.

Home  - Home  - Kitchen - BathKitchen - Bath

Jim Anderson

Cell: 1-306-621-6372

Mr T’s Plumbing
and Heating

Todd Th rossell
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed Gas Fitter
813 Desmond St.,

P.O. Box 296,
Grenfell, SK

S0G 2B0
Ph.: 1-306-697-2727
Cell: 1-306-697-7749
mrtsph@sasktel.net

Serving Fort Qu’Appelle and area for over 25 years

J&V ELECTRIC
Jamie Sebastian
Owner/Journeyman
Box 2388, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK S0G 1S0
jsebastian@sasktel.net
306
306-331-8827 Cell

P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g
F latLand

Whitewood, SK.
Phone: 306-735-4328

flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Whitewood, SK

for only $10* / week

CONTRACTORS + HOME DIRECTORY

With This Ad Receive

Any Regular Priced
Clothing or Accessory.

Monday to Friday. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Melville, SK

306-728-5493

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

A new café nestled in-
side the Conexus Credit 
Union head office is serv-
ing up more than gourmet 
lattes and pastries — it’s 
offering young people in 
Regina a chance to change 
their lives.

On Oct. 29, Conexus 
Credit Union and Street 
Culture Project celebrated 
the grand opening of The 
Safe Café and Catering, a 
social enterprise aimed at 
creating employment op-
portunities, job training 
and community connec-
tions for at-risk youth.

The café — located on 
the main floor of Conexus’ 
headquarters overlook-
ing Wascana Park — op-
erates under a unique 
partnership model. Street 
Culture Project runs the 
business and employs 
youth through its train-
ing programs, while Con-
exus provides the space 
rent-free, helping to keep 
operating costs low and 
maximize the funds that 
go back into youth ser-
vices.

“It’s so much more 
than a café,” said Conexus 
CEO Celina Philpot in her 
opening remarks. “It’s a 
place where you can buy 
a latte or a gourmet sand-
wich, and in doing so, you 
help improve the lives of 
underserved youth in our 
community.”

The café, which ini-
tially began operating 
over the summer, rep-
resents what Philpot de-
scribed as “a beautiful 
combination” of the credit 
union’s twin community 
investment priorities: 
supporting entrepreneur-
ship and helping children 
and youth reach their full 
potential.

“As a Saskatchewan 
credit union, we’re guided 
by cooperative principles 
that include concern for 

community,” she said. 
“This partnership checks 
every box. It’s about cre-
ating opportunity, sup-
porting social enterprise, 
and helping youth build 
brighter futures.”

Conexus dedicates five 
per cent of its pre-tax prof-
its to community invest-
ment each year — roughly 
$1.6 million in 2025. The
Safe Café aligns closely 
with that mission, Philpot 
said, creating a “thriving 
hub” that brings together 
Conexus staff, local entre-
preneurs, park visitors, 
and young trainees gain-
ing hands-on experience.

“There’s a new en-
ergy in the building,” 
Philpot said. “It’s a won-
derful meeting place for 
our employees, start-up 
founders at our business 
incubator Cultivator, and 
the broader community. 
It’s about connection — 
that’s the foundation of 
our name, Conexus.”

The café’s launch was 
supported by a $10,000 
grant from Concentra 
and EQ Bank’s Empower-
ing Your Community pro-
gram — part of a national 
$200,000 annual fund that
supports social impact 
initiatives led by credit 
unions across Canada.

For Street Culture 
Project CEO Jeff Dudar, 
the opening marks an im-
portant milestone in his 
organization’s 25-year his-
tory of helping vulnerable 
youth in Regina.

“The Safe Café and Ca-
tering is a space where 
nourishment fuels op-
portunity,” Dudar said. 
“Every dollar generated
here is an investment in 
our community and in 
our youth.”

Street Culture Proj-
ect, a Regina-based non-
profit, operates programs
that provide mentorship, 
housing, outreach and 
life-skills training for 
youth — many of whom 
face challenges such as 
homelessness, mental 
health issues, and addic-
tion.

Last year alone, the
organization supported 
more than 300 young peo-
ple — three-quarters of 
whom were Indigenous
— with 115 staff members 
facilitating more than 330 
medical and counselling 
appointments. Its emer-
gency youth shelter has 
been at full capacity for
nearly three years, serv-
ing close to 5,000 over-
night stays and 15,000 
meals in one year.

“The need is enor-
mous,” Dudar said. “We 
must work together to re-
duce those numbers, for 
the sake of our youth, our 
staff, and our community. 
This partnership helps us 
do that.”

The Safe Café not only
generates much-needed 
revenue for those pro-
grams but also offers 
what Dudar calls “suc-
cess alerts” — small but 
meaningful moments of
progress for youth partic-
ipants.

“Putting dishes in the 
dishwasher, attending 
school regularly, getting 

growers to Canadian 
roasters. The beans are 
roasted by Regina’s own 
33  Coffee Roasters.

The food menu features 
locally inspired items cre-
ated by the team and an 
eco-conscious focus that 
emphasizes sustainability 
and quality.

“Every cup of coffee, 
every catered order fuels 
job training, mentorship, 
and brighter futures,” 
Dudar said. “It’s good food 
with a good purpose.”

Both Dudar and Phil-
pot said they’ve been 
overwhelmed by the re-
sponse from the commu-
nity since the café’s soft 
opening.

“The feedback’s been 
incredible,” Philpot said. 
“People love the food and 

the atmosphere, but what 
they really connect with 
is the purpose behind it. 
You can feel it when you 
walk in.”

Dudar echoed that 
sentiment. “Your pres-
ence here tells our youth 
that this city believes in 
them,” he said during the 
opening ceremony. “No 
amount of gratitude is 
enough to thank the peo-
ple who made this possi-
ble.”

The Street Culture 
Project hopes to expand 
its employment pro-
gramming in the months 
ahead, potentially in-
creasing the number of 
youth placements at The 
Safe. It also plans to host 
“helper events,” offering 
the public hands-on ways 

to support the café and the
organization’s mission.

Meanwhile, Conexus
continues to look for new
ways to integrate social 
impact into its operations.

“Our youth are enter-
ing a very challenging
economic environment,” 
Philpot said. “Giving 
them opportunities to ex-
plore, to learn, to figure 
things out — that’s the
least we can do. Everyone
deserves a start.”

As the speeches ended
and the scent of fresh cof-
fee filled the air, guests
mingled over perogies 
and Saskatoon berry
tarts — the first of many 
shared meals in a space 
built on connection.

a new doctor — these 
are huge wins,” he said. 
“They’re stepping stones 
toward stability, indepen-
dence and belonging.”

Through the café’s em-
ployment and training 
model, young people learn 
skills ranging from food 
preparation and customer 
service to cash handling 
and teamwork.

“Lots of kids want to 
work at a coffee shop,” 
Dudar told reporters. 
“They’re excited to be 
here, to earn an income, 
and to be part of some-
thing. It’s a safe, support-
ive environment where 
they can learn, make mis-
takes, and grow.”

The café’s operations 
follow a mentorship 
model, with youth em-
ployees starting in basic 
support roles, such as 
dishwashing, and can 
work their way up to 
barista or catering assis-
tant.

“These skills are trans-
ferable,” Dudar said. 
“Even if they move into 
construction or another 
field, they’re learning 
punctuality, communi-
cation, and reliability 
— things that will serve 
them anywhere.”

Street Culture also 
plans to host evening 
programming and com-
munity events in the 
café space, including 
workshops and youth 
gatherings. Recently, the 
café partnered with the 
Canadian Mental Health 
Association to host a 
pumpkin-carving night 
for teens.

“The café is open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., but we 
have access to the space 
into the evening,” Dudar 
said. “We see it as another 
safe space in the city — a 
nucleus for youth pro-
grams and community 
connections.”

For Philpot, partner-
ships like this are a natu-
ral extension of Conexus’ 
role in the community.

“When we designed 
this building, we wanted it 
to be more than an office,” 
she said. “We wanted it to 
be a community hub — a 
place where people could 
connect, collaborate, and 
build something mean-
ingful together. There’s 
so much opportunity in 
community. The question 
is: how do we get people 
talking to the right people 
at the right time? That’s 
what spaces like this do — 
they connect people with 
purpose.”

The model, she added, 
could inspire similar col-
laborations across the 
province.

“Credit unions are 
built on the principle of 
concern for community,” 
Philpot said. “Other 
credit unions are already 
creating similar environ-
ments — spaces where 
business, community, 
and compassion intersect. 
We’d love to see more of 
that.”

The café sources its 
coffee through The Cof-
fee Five Project — a 
farmer-direct initiative 
connecting Colombian 

Community partnership brews opportunity for Regina youth



22 Grasslands NewsNovember 7, 2025

1-844-GNG-NEWS
printing@gngnews.ca   FREE QUOTES!

CUSTOMIZED SIGN PRINTING

30 years in business shows change at Whitewood Livestock 
By Elaine Ashfield

Grasslands News 

Whitewood Livestock 
Sales celebrated 30 years 
in business with an invita-
tion for ‘lunch on them ‘at 
their regular Tuesday sale 
last week. Serving cattle 
producers across south-
eastern Saskatchewan 
and western Manitoba, 
Whitewood Livestock of-
fered 3,500 head to be auc-
tioned on that day as well.

The auction was pur-
chased from longtime op-
erators Francis Auction 
Service on Oct. 1, 1995, 
with auctioneer Gene 
Parks and two partners, 
Jimmy and his son Brad 
Martin, running the 
business located on the 
Trans-Canada highway 
just west of Whitewood. 

Parks, who has two 
sons, is a world-renowned 
auctioneer and Jimmy 
Martin was involved in 
the cattle buying business 
for many years. At the 
time of purchase, Martin 
also operated the Martin 
Livestock Ltd. at Elkhorn, 
MB. that also had a feedlot 
in conjunction. Brad man-
aged the Pipestone Live-

stock Sales in Pipestone, 
MB. that was also owned 
in conjunction with his 
father Jimmy and Gene 
Parks. 

Rhett Parks got into 
the business in 1997 and 
with his dad Gene bought 
out the partners in 2002.  
Rhett is also an auctioneer 
and had previously told 
the Herald Sun, “Since I 
started, I’ve seen the re-
cord highs that we saw 
in prices a few years ago 
— to the record low that 
came with BSE — and 
every place in-between.” 

Expansions made
Expansion of the sale 

barn took place in 1998 
that allowed for larger 
consignments and im-
proved handling facilities. 
Introduction of computer-
ized sale records in 2005 
streamlined operations 
and improved trans-
parency for buyers and 
sellers. In 2010, a record 
auction day was recorded 
with over 2,500 head sold, 
reflecting the growing 
reputation of Whitewood 
Livestock in the region. 
The 3,500 head offered 
this week in October 
2025 shows the continued 

growth of the industry. 
The addition of an online 
bidding platform added 
in 2013 undoubtedly has 
been an asset, allowing 
buyers from across West-
ern Canada to participate 
in sales remotely.

Major facility reno-
vations again took place 
in 2017 when upgraded 
pens, loading areas, and 
customer amenities were 
undertaken. 

When COVID-19 pan-
demic hit in 2020, this 
temporarily shifted most 
sales online with White-
wood Livestock adapting 
quickly to maintain mar-
ket access for producers. 

The hybrid sales model 
launched in 2022, combin-
ing in-person and online 
bidding — a system that 
has now become standard 
practice.

Whitewood Auction 
has added Friday presort 
sales during the heavy 
market period in addition 
to their regular sales, bred 
cow and heifer sales and 
consignment sales. 

“Over an 8-day stretch, 
we will be selling upwards 
of 9,000 cattle,” Rhett 
Parks stated this past 
week. 

“The market has ad-
justed. President Trump’s 
comments and being in 
the middle of the fall run 
have been an influence,” 
Parks added. “The bottom 
hasn’t fallen out. Prices 
are significantly higher 
from a year ago. The 
prices are excellent,” he 
added. “We may see the 
market rebound.” 

Throughout all vari-
ations, Parks states that 
Whitewood Livestock has 
worked to keep one im-
portant variable “fixed” 
– that being the commit-
ment to everyone that 
comes through their door.

“We work for the pro-
ducers, but we also work 
for the buyers. We have a 
good group of buyers, and 
we have a solid working 
relationship with them. 
When our buyers are 
happy — our producers 
will be happy too. So, we 
walk in the middle, and 
work to treat everyone 
well.”

When Whitewood 
Livestock first began op-
erating, the business was 
part of a strong network 
of rural auction markets 
that dotted the Prairies. 
Sale days were a commu-
nity affair — producers 
came early for coffee, 
stayed late to visit, and 
often gauged the strength 
of the market by the buzz 
in the stands as much as 
by the prices on the board.

Over the past three 
decades, the livestock in-
dustry — and the auction 
business itself — has seen 
sweeping changes. The 
arrival of the real-time 
online bidding platforms 
brought buyers from 
across Canada and beyond 
into small-town auction 
rings like Whitewood’s. 
Electronic ear tags and 
RFID systems have made 
record-keeping faster and 
more transparent. And 
while the COVID-19 pan-
demic temporarily shifted 

many markets fully on-
line, in-person auctions 
quickly rebounded as pro-
ducers and buyers alike 
returned to the familiarity 
and trust of the live ring.

Prices
A look at the prices 

over the years shows that 
the 1995 average price for 
a 500 lb. steer calf was 
$105/cwt; inflation-ad-
justed $190/cwt price.  Av-
erage price in 2025 is $260/
cwt (+148% change).

In 1995, a 700 lb. heifer 
brought an average price 
of $95/cwt; inflation ad-
justed to $172/cwt and the 
2025 price average being 
$240/cwt (+153% change). 

A 1,200 lb. cow in 1995 
was recorded at a selling 
price of $45/cwt; inflation 
adjusted $82/cwt and the 
2025 price showing $110/
cwt (+144% change). 

The inflation-adjusted 
prices were calculated 
using Bank of Canada CPI 
data and the 2025 average 
price are approximate 
averages from Saskatche-
wan auction reports. 

While prices for cat-
tle have risen sharply 
in nominal terms over 
30 years, much of the in-

crease reflects general in-
flation. However, strong 
demand for quality prairie
cattle and improvements
in herd management and 
genetics have contributed 
to higher market values
for livestock.

Connecting to markets
Despite the changes,

the core of the busi-
ness remains the same. 
Whitewood Livestock
has earned a reputation 
for fairness, honest deal-
ing, and commitment to
its community. The op-
eration has helped local
ranchers market thou-
sands of head of cattle 
each year, weathering 
droughts, BSE, and vol-
atile global markets — 
always with the same
small-town spirit that 
built it.

With steady demand 
for quality Saskatchewan 
cattle and expanding dig-
ital reach, the business 
continues to connect local 
producers to national 
and international mar-
kets — proving that even 
in a changing industry,
community-based auction
markets still have an es-
sential role to play.

NOTICE OF
ABANDONMENT OF POLL

Village of Killaly 
(Section 82 of the Act)

The Local 
Government Election Act, 2015

COUNCILLOR : Village of Killaly

Lisa Ross

NOTICE OF NOMINATIONS FOR

MEMBERS OF AREA AUTHORITY

The Tetlock Conservation and 
Development Area Authority No. 25

PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of
Fort Qu’Appelle

Office Janitorial
Position

Applications/tenders are being received for the Fort Qu’Appelle Office Janitorial position, with 
duties to commence as soon as possible. A list of specific duties may be obtained from the Town 
Office located at 136 Boundary Avenue S.
 Please send or deliver your resume/application with payment expectation by 2:00 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 13, 2025, to:

Town of Fort Qu’Appelle
P.O. Box 309  –  136 Company Avenue South

Fort Qu’Appelle, SK  S0G 1S0
Only those considered for this position will be contacted

Broadview Centennial Lodge raises 
over $10,000 toward renovation goal

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

T h e  B r o a d v i e w 
Centennial Lodge’s 
80s-themed Family Dance 
and Silent Auction fund-
raiser was a big success, 
raising nearly $5,800 in 
one night and pushing 
the organization past the 
$10,000 mark toward its 
$25,000 fundraising goal.

The event, held on Oc-
tober 25 at the lodge, drew 
strong community sup-
port as residents came 
together for an evening 
of music, live entertain-
ment, and fun — all in 
support of renovating the 
facility’s activity room. 
Guests enjoyed desserts, 
a bar, and prizes for best 
dressed while bidding on 
a variety of silent auction 

items generously donated 
by individuals and local 
businesses.

Organizers said the 
event would not have 
been possible without the 
countless donations and 
community involvement 
and that they are grate-
ful for the generosity 
shown by everyone who 
attended, contributed 
auction items, or made 
donations.

Organizers also noted 
that, in addition to funds 

raised at the event itself, 
several cash donations 
have since been received, 
bringing the total raised 
to just over $10,000. The 
committee is continu-
ing its efforts toward 
reaching the $25,000 goal 
needed to complete the 
activity room renovation.

Donations to support 
the Broadview Centen-
nial Lodge project can 
still be made by contact-
ing the facility at 306-696-
5530

Place a

appear in

at one cost
email: 

SEND YOUR SPORTS NEWS TO

news@gngnews.ca
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
238 - 3rd Ave. E.   

Office Ph. 306-728-2551
Office Hours: Mondays 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clergy: Deacon Kevin Prouten

www.stpaulsmelville.ca
Sunday, Nov. 9:

9:00 a.m. Worship Service
No Sunday School

*  *  *
–– at Neudorf/Lemberg --

Sunday, Nov. 9:
*9 a.m. Lay Service at Christ Neud
*11 a.m. Worship at Trinity Lemb                                                                                        

ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH

306-720-0589
*Services Every Second Sunday

Nov. 9:
10:30 a.m. Eucharist

                                                                                        

FIRST UNITED CHURCH
5th Ave. E. & King St.

Rev. Brian Mee, 306-335-7611
website: firstunitedmelville.org

Sunday, Nov. 9: 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

with Ray Yost                                                                                     

(A Church with a Caring Heart)
 800 Prince Edward St.
Melville Comm. Works)  

Ph. 306-728-2347 
Pastor Tim Oehler

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. Pre-service Prayer

10:00 a.m. Coffee and Welcome
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
www.melvilleriverchurch.org

Facebook @melvilleriverchurch
Recorded messages 

posted online                                                                                     

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

258 - 10th Ave. W. 
Ph. 306-728-3971

Pastor Ronald Shumba 
facebook.com/gslcmelville

Nov. 6: 7:00 p.m. Bible Study
Nov. 7: 7:00 p.m. Youth Group
Nov. 8: 10 a.m. Men’s & Mugs

Nov. 9: 9:15 a.m. Choir
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Nov. 10: 7:00 p.m. Comm. Choir
Nov. 11: 7:00 p.m. Ladies Day
Nov. 13: 7:00 p.m. Bible Study                                                                                        

Fr. Basil Malowany
basilmalowany@gmail.com 

306-540-5102
Sunday, Nov. 9:

4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Sunday, Nov.16:

4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy                                                                                        

th Ave. W.
Office Ph. 306-728-5022 

Pastor Jon Pettinger
Associate Pastor: Jesse Darby

Sunday:  
Connections at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Service at 11 a.m.

Online services can be found at:  
www.melvillebaptist.com                                                                                   

5th Ave. W. & Queen St. 
Church Office Ph. 306-728-5001

Sunday, Nov. 9: 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service                                                                                      

CATHOLIC CHURCH
729 Main St. – Office 

Ph. 306-728-5702
Res. Ph. 306-728-2305

111 - 8th Ave. W.
Father Melchor Samonte
Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.               
Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.                                                                                        

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church - Canada) 

 502 - 4th Ave. W. – Church Office 
Ph. 306-728-5689

Email: zlcpastor@myaccess.ca
www.zionlutheranmelville.com

Sunday, Nov. 9: 
11:00 a.m. Divine Service

Church of the Lutheran Hour 
heard Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

on 940 CJGX Radio, Yorkton
                                                                                        

NEW LIFE 

Worship

Wednesday Kids Club - 3:30 p.m.
                                                                                     

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Youth Group – 7 p.m.

Rev. Dr. James R. Graham
                                                                                    

ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Tomy Mandapathil
Sunday, Nov. 9

9:00 a.m. Mass Service
                                                                                   

Sunday, Nov. 9: 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

w/ Rev. Cheryl Johnson
Remembrance Day

                                                                                  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WAPELLA

Sunday, Nov. 9: 
No Worship Service

                                                                                  
WHITEWOOD 

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, Nov. 9 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
                                                                                  

LUTHERAN 
417 3rd Street South

*Sunday Services 10 a.m.*
email: pipestoneparish@sasktel.net                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave. — 306-736-2237
email: kwpc@sasktel.net

*Services Held 1st and 3rd Sundays
at 9:30 a.m. Minister will vary*

                                                                                   

701 3rd Street - 306-736-8992
Website: kiplingpeopleschurch.com
Pastors: Kevin & Merodee Hassler
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Ministry
                                                                                   

ST. ANNE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
418 First St., Kipling

306-538-2163
Saturday, Nov. 8:
Mass 5:00 p.m.

                                                                                   

400 3rd St. South, Kipling
306-736-2447, Doris

306-424-2604, George
*Worship Service 11:00 a.m.*

                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave.
(in Kipling United Church)

Sunday Worship 
in person 11:30 a.m.

Lay Person/Service Leader
306-736-2479

bkbernat@gmail.com                                                                                   

309 3rd. St. South, Kipling
306-736-2421

parklandagc@sasktel.net

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Mom’s Group
                                                                                   

Melville Churches Melville Churches 

Whitewood & Area 
Churches 

Indian Head Church 

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

801 Buxton St. - Indian Head, SK
306-695-3838

*Sunday Services 11 a.m.*
*Family Play Group – 

Mondays, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon
*Living with Cancer Support Group

2nd Tuesday of the Month
                                                                                   

Churches 

Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube 

and will be livestreamed
306-900-0600

Fort Qu’Appelle – valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

194 Bay St., Fort Qu’Appelle
Rev. Jo Mader, 306-332-4455

Sunday School & Service 10:30
Hear the Gospel, sing the faith, feel the 

family fellowship. Facebook Live. 

Help keep your community’s history alive.
SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca

Shoebox Campaign includes local collection points
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Halloween has just 
been celebrated and vet-
erans will soon be hon-
oured on Remembrance 
Day, but organizers of an 
annual shoebox campaign 
are already looking ahead 
to Christmas.

Operation Christmas 
Child is facilitated by 
the Samaritan’s Purse 

Canada charity, in part-
nership with community 
collection locations, to 
bring holiday cheer to 
underprivileged children 
around the world. 

The concept is sim-
ple: donors fill shoeboxes 
with gifts and Samaritan’s 
Purse distributes them. 

Since 1993, thousands 
of shoeboxes have been 
given to children in 170 
different countries. The 

initiative brings happi-
ness to children and their 
families since every per-
son enjoys receiving a 
gift. It also offers lasting 
hope because shoebox re-
cipients are introduced 
to truths about Jesus and 
invited to participate in a 
12-week program to learn 
more about the Bible’s 
message.

Donors can use any 
empty cardboard shoebox 

from their home, or a pre-
printed one supplied by 
program organizers. The 
box should be labeled to 
indicate whether it is for 
a boy or girl, along with 
an appropriate age cate-
gory (age two to four, five 
to nine, or 10 to 14). 

Then it can be filled 
with toys, school supplies 
and hygiene items. Food, 
toothpaste and lotion are 
not recommended. 

Donors may include a 
personal note or photo if 
they wish, before deliver-
ing the shoebox to a des-
ignated drop off location. 
Additionally, financial 
donations are accepted; 
$12 covers the cost of pro-
cessing and shipping one 
shoebox.

In the Grasslands News 
area, Christmas shoe-

boxes will be accepted 
in Grenfell and Melville 
until Nov. 23. 

Shoeboxes can be deliv-
ered to Grenfell Apostolic 
Church on Monday and 
Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m., Tuesday and Thurs-

day, 12 to 3 p.m., and Fri-
day, 2 to 5 p.m. 

M e l v i l l e  B a p t i s t
Church will accept shoe-
boxes Monday to Friday,
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 to 
4 p.m., and on Sundays, 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m.

SGI reminds drivers to plan a safe 
ride home this holiday season

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

With holiday parties 
and year-end celebrations 
around the corner, Sas-
katchewan Government 
Insurance is reminding 
drivers that a safe ride 
home should always be 
part of their plans.

The November Traffic 
Safety Spotlight is focused 
on impaired driving, en-
couraging motorists to 
think ahead before drink-
ing or using drugs. 

SGI says too many 
collisions and fatalities 
continue to be linked to 
impaired driving — some-
thing that can easily be 
avoided with a few min-
utes of planning.

“November kicks off 

a busy stretch of social 
events, which makes it 
the perfect time to remind 
drivers that a few minutes 
of preparation can save a 
life,” said JP Cullen, Chief 
Operating Officer of the 
Auto Fund. 

“Whether you’re at-
tending an office party, 
sharing a family dinner 
or cheering on your favou-
rite team, figure out how 
you’ll get home before you 
start celebrating.”

SGI is urging drivers to 
consider safe alternatives, 
including designating a 
sober driver, calling a 
friend or family member, 
taking a cab, rideshare or 
designated driving ser-
vice, using public transit, 
or staying overnight if no 
other option is available.

As part of its ongoing 
impaired driving aware-
ness campaign, SGI is also 
sharing real stories from 
Saskatchewan residents 
who have made the choice 
to find a safe ride. Those 
stories can be found on 
SGI’s website and across 
its social media channels 
on Facebook, Instagram, 
X (formerly Twitter) and 
LinkedIn.

The Crown insurer en-
courages others to join the 
conversation by sharing 
their own safe ride expe-
riences using the hashtag 
#FindASafeRide.

The message is clear: as 
the holiday season ramps 
up, taking the time to plan 
ahead could save a life — 
possibly your own.

Donation to MACC
The Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA) Melville Branch 

recently donated $500 to the Melville Association of Christian Churches 

(MACC) to assist in the continuation of work completed by MACC, their 

free meal program and community connection to bring awareness to 

mental health. From the left are, Jean Dales, Carol Maurer and Dee 

Bucholzer.
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CLASSIFIEDS
ONE AD, SIX NEWSPAPERS: All classified ads appear in the Fort Qu’Appelle Times, Indian Head-Wolseley News, Kipling Clipper, Melville Advance, Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun and Quad Town Forum 

In loving memory of
Beverly Kutsak

Jan. 21, 1949 - Nov. 3, 2019

–All our Love, Matt, Troy and Tania, 
Trent and Sue, Trena and Gerry, 
Trevor and Amanda, Tyler and 
Sonia, Travis, all the grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren

306-260-
7447

PAYING CASH

Published Fridays

CLASSIFIED RATES
(based on 25 words or less) 

1 week: $15.00 • 2 weeks: $20.00 • 3 weeks: $25.00 • 4 weeks: $30.00 
Additional weeks: $7.50 • Deadline: Tuesdays at 12 noon

1-844-GNG-NEWSObituary Deadline Tuesdays 12 Noon

On Thursday, Oct. 23, 
2025 our hearts became 
heavy with the passing of 
Heather Margaret Kardash, 
at the age of 75 years.

Heather was born on 

child of Alec and Evangeline 
Forrest of Grenfell, Sask.

Heather is survived by 
her children, Faron (Rhonda) 
Kardash and Fawn Flaman; 
and grandchildren, Kale and
Ethan Flaman; Ashlynn, 
Kailee, Kaedan and Kaiya 
Kardash.

Mom was full of magic. Everything she made, grew or 
refurbished was of true quality. She always had an ear to 
listen to you with an open heart. Mom had our backs through 
tough times and would give everything to ensure you were 
taken care of. She was home.

We would like to thank the Balcarres Integrated Care 
Home family for taking care of our mom while she lived 
there.

A Celebration of life will be held at a later date.
Online condolences may be made at www.tubmanfh.com

Obituary Heather Margaret Kardash
March 22, 1950 - Oct. 23, 2025

It is with great sadness 
we announce the passing 
of Rosemary (Sue) Susan 
Villeneuve Flaman on Tues-
day, Oct. 21, 2025, at the age 
of 65 years.

Sue was born on Jan. 22, 
1960, and preceded in death 
by her parents, Andrew and 
Ellen Yuhas. 

Left to cherish her mem-
ory are her husband, Greg 
Flaman, and daughter Candis 
Villeneuve, as well as family 
and friends who loved her dearly.

Sue was a deeply caring and loving person, and her loss 
leaves a deep hole in our family. She will be missed by all 
who knew her.

Funeral service was held on Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025, 
at  St. Mary’s Anglican Church, with the Rev. Cheryl John-

the hymns.  Stephanie Flaman, Cassidy Flaman and Kelly 
Flaman delivered the eulogy. Interment followed in the 
Whitewood Cemetery with Eric Flaman acting as urn bearer. 

Arrangements were entrusted to Matthews Funeral 
Home, Whitewood and Melville.

Obituary Rosemary (Sue) Susan
Villeneuve Flaman
Jan. 22, 1960 - Oct. 21, 2025

Obituary Donald Hilton Carter
Sept. 21, 1943 - Oct. 31, 2025

Donald Hilton Carter was 
born on Sept. 21, 1943, in 
Grenfell, Sask. He left us 
peacefully on Friday, Oct. 31, 
2025 in Kipling, Sask.

Don grew up in the 
Windthorst area and was a 
resident of the community for 
all of his 82 years.

He was predeceased by 
his parents Harold and Mary 
Ellen (Nellie) Carter; son 
Corey Holonics; sister-in-law 
Darlene Heron and brothers-
in-law Bill Heron and Don 
Sinclair.

Don leaves behind his loving wife Coreen; four daugh-

Carter (Drew) and Rhonda Holonics; nine grandchildren: 
Aaron, Ashley, Christopher, Jessica, Jonathon, Justine, 
Kyle, Carter and Kayden and sixteen great-grandchildren. 

He is also survived by his two brothers, Brian (Linda) 
Carter and Grant (Donna) Carter; sisters-in-law, Anne 
Sinclair and Brenda (Edgar) Rosentreter; brother-in-law 
Brian (Deb) Corscadden; along with numerous nieces, 
nephews and friends. 

A graveside service will be held in the Windthorst 
Cemetery on Saturday, Nov. 8, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. with 

the Windthorst Community Recreation Centre.

to make a donation they could do so to, Kipling Integrat-
ed Health Centre Long Term Care, Activity Fund, Box 420, 
Kipling, SK S0G 2S0. 

Online condolences may be made at www.tubmanfh.com

It is with great sadness and 
shock that the family of Edna 
Brock announce her passing on 
Monday, October 20, 2025 at the 

Melville, SK.
Edna Emma Brock (nee 

Mann) was born Feb. 10, 1938 
to Henry and Emma Mann (nee 
Heuchert) on the family farm 
southeast of Melville. She was 
the youngest of six siblings.

Edna attended Melville View 
Country and the Runeberg 
Schools.

On Sept. 3, 1956, Edna mar-
ried Lawrence Wilfred Schmidt 
and resided in Melville for a period of time before moving 
to several different places around Saskatchewan following 
Lawrence’s work.

They were blessed with the birth of their baby girl Dawn 
Eileen Malasky (nee Schmidt) on Feb. 10, 1957 and a son 
Lloyd Harvey Schmidt on April 28, 1963.

Edna’s career was comprised of jobs centered around 
(serving or helping) people. From the King George Restau-
rant to Safeway and then onto Zellers in Yorkton as one of 

woman so these choices suited her well.
Her husband Lawrence passed away suddenly in 1983 

while they resided in Otthon, SK.
Also during this time between 1983 and 1987 four grand-

babies arrived. She loved each and every one of them. 
Ensuring they never left her house empty handed.

In 1990 Edna married Jim Brock with her grandchildren 
as part of her wedding party. They resided in Yorkton and 
later moved to Willowbrook and then settled in and around 
Melville after her retirement. She was currently residing in 
Melville.

Edna was famous for her baking and cooking. Choco-
late cake, rhubarb pies, apple strudel as well as her famous 
cabbage rolls and buns amongst several other delicious 
dishes. No one ever left her house hungry and without a 
small treasure in a bag to eat later.

She also volunteered with the Thrift Shop, MACC as well 

She was a very faithful member of the church.
She was a loving, caring and very kind person and will 

be missed dearly by all those who knew her.
Edna was predeceased by her parents Henry 

and Emma Mann; brother Jack and wife Betty Mann; 

sister Ottillia; brother-in-law John Sagan; husband, 
Lawrence Schmidt; daughter Dawn Malasky. Also many 
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law and parents-in-law.

She is survived by her husband James Brock; son 
Lloyd and wife Val Schmidt; granddaughter Nicole Schmidt; 
grandson Lance (Carly) Schmidt; granddaughters Kristyn
(Jason) Dragon; Lauren (Chad) Katchorek, great-
grandaughter Callie;  son-in-law Tim (Deb) Malasky; sister 
Anna Sagan; as well as numerous nieces and nephews, 
extended family and friends.

A visitation was held Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025 at Matthews 
Funeral Home, Melville, conducted by Margaret-Anne Yost.

The funeral service was held Monday, Nov. 3, 2025 

Lee Cottrell and readers were Dorothy Sagan and Judith 
Silverthorne.

Interment took place at the Melville City Cemetery with 
pallbearers Richard Sagan, Edward Sagan, Jack Richards, 
Rob Morrell, Brian Cottrell and Aldon Schick.

Arrangements were entrusted to Matthews Funeral 
Home, Melville.

Obituary
Edna Emma Brock

(Schmidt) nee Mann
Feb. 10, 1938 - Oct. 20, 2025 - Age 87

Memoriam For Sale

Laundromat 
for Sale

For Rent

Janitor Wanted

$ Paying Cash $
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Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Vases,
Cemetery Inscriptions and Cremation Urns.

FULLY GUARANTEED – LICENSED AND BONDED

See Our

Large Display

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

“Treating Your Family like a part of
Ours for 4 Generations”

Raymond and Crystal Bailey,
Don Klus and Len VargaCAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales
• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

Dennis Temple 306-332-1335

or 306-728-8197

Licensed and Bonded

DIRECTORY 

ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group

1-844-464-6397

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

FUNERAL + MONUMENT DIRECTORY

Keith Hawken  306-695-2479
Michael Rey 306-901-7440
Laurie Rey 306-901-7000

mrey@sasktel.net

Cemetery Memorials • In Cemetery Lettering
Memorial Levelling  • Memorial Restoration 

Royal Canadian Legion

General Meeting 2nd Thursday at 2 p.m.

FOR RENT BY TENDER

NE 22-20-10 W2
SW 26-20-10 W2
NW 15-20-10 W2
SE 27-20-10 W2

All section 23-20-10-W2

“BARNSLEY RENT TENDER”

LEWANS & FORD
Barristers & Solicitors

P.O. Box 759
Assiniboia, Saskatchewan S0H 0B0

Ph.: 306-642-4520 – Fax: 306-642-5777

Available Immediately
Whitewood Housing 

Authority has 
one bedroom senior suites 

for rent. Units supplied 
with heat, appliances, 

private parking and
sewer/water. Personal

response system available 
upon request. Damage 
deposit required. Rent 

subsidy available.
Ph: 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rural Municipality of Lipton No. 217

The Planning and Development 
Act, 2007

Intent: 

Affected Land:

Reason:  

Public Inspection:

Public Hearing:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
JOB OPPORTUNITY

The Chartered Professional Accountant office of Prairie 
Strong is seeking an administrative assistant to join our 
team in Melville.

The administrative assistant duties include the following:
- providing clerical support to professional staff.
- preparing invoices and receipts, and properly maintaining 

the client billing records.
- greeting walk-in clients, answering phone calls and emails 

for customer enquiries.
- faxing, photocopying, scanning, and filing documents.
- scheduling appointments.

The successful candidate will have:
- organizational skills with the ability to balance and prioritize 

multiple deadlines.
- interpersonal skills to handle sensitive and confidential 

information and situations.
- the ability for attention to details with respect to typing and 

proofing materials.
- experience with word processing, excel spreadsheets and 

accounting and tax software.
- a high level of motivation and the willingness to work 

overtime hours when required.
- a positive attitude of success and the ability to interact and 

communicate with others.

Please send your resume in confidence to:

Prairie Strong 
Chartered Professional Accountants

Attention: B.M. Van Caeseele, Managing Partner
Box 1660 Melville, Sk. S0A 2P0

email:  bmvancaeseele@prairiestrong.ca

Apply by November 14th.
Only candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.

PRAIRIE STRONG 
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL 

ACCOUNTANTS 

Coming Event
Kennedy Community 

Hall Board 

Holiday Fundraiser
Saturday, Nov. 15, 2025

*  *  * 

*  *  * 

For tickets or more 
information contact

306-435-2588

Alcoholics Anonymous

Call Alcoholics Anonymous

306-545-9300

SALE BY TENDER

Property Description:

and

For Sale by Tender

Province Wide Province Wide Province Wide

2S Auctioneers

Auctions

Dale’s Painting
306-728-4392

602 - 8th Ave. W.

Melville

Services
Indian Head Library

OPEN HOURS

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY - New Hours

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

CLOSED Monday and Sunday

Next issue Nov. 14
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RM of Lajord No. 128

The 
Planning and Development Act 2007
Lajord No. 128 Zoning bylaw No. 2022-13 as amended, intends to consider an other use 

  The proposed other use is for a dwelling group in a Country 

SW 23-13-16 W2.
  Any person may inspect the proposed other use development permit 

  Council will provide the public with an opportunity to comment on the 

TAX ENFORCEMENT LIST

The Tax Enforcement Act

The Tax Enforcement 
Act

Total 
Arrears*

Costs Total 
Arrears 

and Costs

TAX ENFORCEMENT LIST

The Tax Enforcement Act

The Tax Enforcement 
Act

Cam Thauberger, Administrator

TAX ENFORCEMENT LIST

Tax Enforcement Act
, 

The Tax Enforcement Ac

 Title  Total Costs Total Arrears
  Number Arrears*  & Costs

306-536-0380
 jim@etterseed.com
www.etterseed.com

• Certified Seed Sales
• Grain Buying
• Licensed by Canadian Grain Commision

AGPRO - BUYING:
FEED BARLEY &

HEATED CANOLA
For Bids, Call/Text:

306-873-0481 
or visit: 

agproseeds.com
AGPRO MARKET 

REPORT: 
Farmers, call to 

sign up for 
Free Today!

Remembrance Day in Balcarres
By Judy Hershmiller

Grasslands News 

Legion poppy trays are 
now available through-
out the town of Balcarres 
and tickets are being sold 
for this year’s quilt raf-
fle which is on display at 
Balcarres Agencies Ltd. 
The draw for the quilt will 
take place at the Remem-
brance Day ceremony. 

The Balcarres Legion 
invites you all to join 
to honour the men and 
women of the Canadian 

Armed Forces who served 
and are serving, allowing 
for our freedom.

Coming Events 
in Balcarres 

Tues. Nov 11:   The 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Balcarres Branch Remem-
brance Day ceremony 
in the Balcarres Lions 
Hall 10:30 a.m.  Please be 
seated for the march on, 
and the minute of silence 
at the 11th hour.  This 
will be followed by the 
service and laying of the 
wreathes.  There will be a 
guest speak present.

Participants and at-
tendees are welcome to re-
main at the hall for a light 

lunch and social following 
the service. 

Nov. 20 and Nov 21: 
Christmas themed Ga-
rage Sale and Bake Sale at 
the Balcarres Golden Age 
Centre. Thursday hours 
are 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
includes the Christmas 
garage sale and bake sale 
together. Friday will in-
clude only the Christmas 
garage sale from 9:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Nov. 29: Making it 
Happen Trade Show and 

Craft Fair sponsored by 
Union Art Collective Inc., 
a non-profit charity. B’s 
Knees will be in atten-
dance. For more infor-
mation contact Chrystal 
Parkins 1-306-795-5325.

Dec. 12 13, 14: Call-
ing Lakes Choir annual 
Christmas program.  The 
choir is also planning to 
participate in the annual 
Christmas program in 
Regina on Nov. 25 at Knox 
Metropolitan Church.

-
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Last Post Fund continues promise to veterans
By Ryan Kiedrowski

Grasslands News 

A century-old promise 
to ensure no veteran is 
ever forgotten remains 
alive thanks to the dedi-
cation of volunteers like 
Major Brad Hrycyna 
of the Last Post Fund, 
who shared the story of 
that mission during the 
launch of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion’s 2025 Poppy 
Campaign on Oct. 29 at 
Government House in Re-
gina.

The Last Post Fund 
was established in 1909 
after South African War 
veteran Arthur Hair per-
sonally paid for the burial 
of a destitute soldier, 
Trooper James Daly, to 
ensure he received a dig-
nified funeral and marked 

grave. Hair’s compassion 
inspired the creation of a 
fund that continues to this 
day, providing funeral, 
burial and headstone sup-
port for veterans who die 
without financial means.

“It began with one 
man’s act of respect,” Hry-
cyna told the audience of 
dignitaries, veterans and 
community leaders. “The 
mission remains the same 
— that no veteran is ever 
deprived of a dignified 
funeral, burial and head-
stone for lack of funds.”

Speaking at the event, 
Hrycyna focused on the 
Unmarked Grave Pro-
gram, one of the Fund’s 
most meaningful initia-
tives. Established in 1996 
in partnership with Vet-
erans Affairs Canada, the 
program identifies veter-

ans buried without proper 
markers.

Originally expected 
to locate about 2,000 un-
marked graves, the pro-
gram has since identified 
more than 12,000, with an-
other thousand still await-
ing permanent markers.

As both a member of 
the Fund’s board and a 
volunteer researcher, 
Hrycyna has taken re-
sponsibility for cemeter-
ies in Swift Current and 
the Fields of Honour in 
Regina’s Riverside Cem-
etery. In Swift Current 
alone, he discovered 23 
temporary grave markers 
and confirmed that 17 be-
longed to veterans.

The work is unpaid 
and meticulous, requiring 
hours of archival research 
and cross-referencing ser-

vice records. But for Hry-
cyna, it’s about ensuring 
respect and closure.

He recounted the case 
of Corporal Denis Den-
niel, a Second World War 
veteran from Swift Cur-
rent whose grave had 
been marked only by a 
wooden cross and a mis-
spelled name. After exten-
sive research — including 
archival searches and 
help from local Legion 
members — Hrycyna con-
firmed Denniel’s service 
record, which included 
landing on D-Day and 
being wounded in action.

With that confirma-
tion, he successfully peti-
tioned the Last Post Fund 
to prioritize Daniel’s 
headstone installation 
ahead of the 80th anniver-
sary of D-Day. The new 
headstone was unveiled 
on May 17, 2024, at a cer-
emony attended by family 
members, Legion Branch 
56 representatives and 
local media.

“For his niece, it was 
the chance to say a proper 
goodbye after 56 years,” 
Hrycyna said. “That’s 
what this program is 
about — remembrance, 
dignity and family.”

PUBLIC
NOTICE

PUBLIC
NOTICE

© NHL© NH

2025 TUCSON Hybrid

Finance† from:

on all 2025 TUCSON Plug-in Hybrid

Includes 0.5% loyalty rate reduction
for qualifying customers^

bonus on all
2025 TUCSON Plug-in Hybrid◊

2.99%

+ $ 1,500

Greatest Save
Hyundai Sales Event

N Line with Ultimate package model shown

Lease from:

at %

$ $

Preferred AWD model shown

Lease from:

1082 - TUCSON - ROC - EN.indd   1

Lease from:

$ $

%at % at 

† Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2024 ELANTRA Essential/2024 VENUE Essential/2024 TUCSON Preferred AWD models with an annual finance rate of 4.49%/5.49%/4.49%. Cost of borrowing is
$1,972/$2,389/$3,140. Selling price is $25,871/$25,363/$39,414. Weekly payments are $110/$110/$175 for 48/48/48 months. $2,995/$2,395/$2,995 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include
Delivery and Destination charge of $1,775/$1,950/$1,950, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST, GST/PST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Price of model shown: 2024
ELANTRA N Line Ultimate/2024 VENUE Ultimate/2024 TUCSON Ultimate Hybrid AWD is $33,856/$28,331/46,931. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,775/$1,950/$1,950, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST/GST/PST). Prices
exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Fees may vary by dealer. Prices are not established for pre-production models.

*Bonus price adjustments of $500 available on select in-stock 2024 KONA N Line trims only, on lease, finance and cash purchase from July 3, 2024 to July 30, 2024. Price adjustments are applied before taxes. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be
assigned. Model inventory for which the price adjustments are applicable may vary from dealer to dealer and from region to region. See your local Hyundai dealer for further details and applicable model inventory. † Offers available for a limited time and
subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer is non-
transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by
Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.

126 128 88
6.29 6.296.29

PH: 306-783-8080    TF:1-800-565-0002  

www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK

Dealer License # 323917

Preferred Trend

for 60 months for 60 monthsfor 60 months

weeklyweekly weekly

2025 TUCSON
N-Line

2025 SONATA 2025 ELANTRA
Essential

Last Post Fund
Major Brad Hrycyna of the Last Post Fund speaks 

2025 Poppy Campaign.
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Heritage Club Halloween

community members ages 50 and over. On Nov. 1, the club hosted a Hallow-

een Party and participants enjoyed an afternoon of games and socializing. 

Upcoming events include a Christmas Party on Nov. 30 featuring Chester the 

Magician. Doors open at 5 p.m. and a pre-show starts at 5:30 p.m. Supper will 

start at 6:30 p.m., catered by The Wooden Nickel, with the main show follow-

ing the meal. Tickets cost $40 and are available at Indian Head Pharmasave or 

by contacting Linda Orban at 306-660-7052 or lorban407@gmail.com, or Barb 

Johnson at 306-695-3643 or barb.johnson@sasktel.net.

SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

On Oct. 31, education 
merged with Halloween to 
provide students at James 
Hamblin School with a 
unique introduction to fa-
mous people.

Each autumn, both 
students and community 
members in Qu’Appelle 
look forward to the 20-
year tradition known as 
Haunted History. Lights 
are dimmed in the school 
gym to create a spooky at-
mosphere and, rather than 
disguising themselves as 
zombies or witches, the 
Grade 7 and 8 class dresses 
up as influential individu-
als from the past.

The innovative assign-
ment covers a variety of 

curriculum requirements 
for subjects like ELA, art 
and social studies. A few 
weeks before Halloween, 
students eagerly select the 
historical figures they will 
portray. They thoroughly 
research their chosen 
character, write an auto-
biographical report and 
design a display with pic-
tures and interesting facts. 
They also develop public 
speaking skills by prepar-
ing to bring the monarch, 
musician, artist or author 
they have chosen back to 
life and answer questions 
from that person’s perspec-
tive.

On Halloween, younger 
students visit the gym and 
have an opportunity to 
interview the presenters, 
who must remain in char-

acter. This year’s event in-
cluded musicians Michael 
Jackson, Whitney Houston, 
Karen Carpenter, Ella Fitz-
gerald and Ozzy Osbourne. 
There were also actresses 
Judy Garland and Maggie 
Smith, authors Roald Dahl 
and Jane Austen, and art-
ist Bob Ross. The field of 
science was represented by 
Marie Curie, Isaac Newton 
and Jane Goodall. Other 
students showcased the 
accomplishments of Neil 
Armstrong, Joan of Arc, 
Queen Elizabeth II, and 
Florence Nightingale.

Students were well-pre-
pared and fluently recited 
the personal history they 
had memorized for their 
character. Their display 
boards and props demon-
strated creativity and were 

Nixon Bernier-Gravel portrayed astronaut Neil Armstrong during the Haunted 

History presentation at James Hamblin School.

Brody Thompson portrayed singer Ozzy Osbourne during the Haunted History 

presentation at James Hamblin School. SARAH PACIO | GRASSLANDS NEWS SARAH PACIO | GRASSLANDS NEWS

visually interesting. One 
girl, who introduced her-
self as Jane Goodall, car-
ried a stuffed chimpanzee; 
another wore a lace veil 
and held a lantern while 
she talked about Florence 
Nightingale’s responsi-
bilities as a nurse. Neil 
Armstrong carried a space 
helmet when he spoke 
about landing on the moon, 
and Bob Ross stood beside 
a painting and colourful 
display board.

While in character, 
students were asked what 
they wanted people to re-
member about them. Sev-
eral described challenges 
they faced and said they 
hoped their perseverance 
and determination would 
be an inspiration for other 
people. The student por-
traying Ozzy Osbourne 
mentioned that he was 
bullied for having ADHD 
and dyslexia but had a lot 
of support from his parents 
and became a successful 

musician. Others who re-
searched Jane Austen and 
Florence Nightingale said 
it was difficult to pursue a 
career in nursing or writ-
ing as a woman, yet they 
still accomplished great 
things.

Interest in the Haunted 
History event extends 
beyond the student body 
because community mem-
bers are invited to tour the 
displays and interact with 
the students, too. Volun-
teers from the school staff 
or community also partici-
pate as judges. This year’s 
judges included school 
Principal Stacy Sandberg, 
Librarian Tracy Atteberry, 
custodian Greg Ciortan 
and Qu’Appelle Daycare 
director Kelly Kuntz. Last 
Friday afternoon, they 
viewed the seventeen dis-
plays arranged around the 
gym perimeter and con-
versed with the students. 
The judges rated each 
student’s display board, 

portrayal and knowledge 
of the historical figure’s 
personal experience. The 
judges’ feedback was re-
viewed, and prizes were 
awarded to the top three 
presenters: first place 
went to Iris Pihrag as Jane 
Austen, second to Jenny 
Taylor as Florence Night-
ingale; and third to Rian 
Arthur as Bob Ross.

Although former staff 
member Tim Radwanski 
initiated the Haunted His-
tory event several years 
ago, teacher Ian Pacio has 
continued the tradition.

“Not only is it a good 
tradition for kids to dress 
up in purposeful attire, it 
is educational and curricu-
lar-based,” Pacio said.

He also observed that 
children who grow up in 
the community enjoy see-
ing the different presenta-
tions each Halloween and 
eagerly anticipate their 
turn to impersonate a his-
torical figure. 

Historical figures return to life at Haunted History

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

There is renewed enthusiasm among 
business owners in Indian Head for par-
ticipation in a chamber of commerce. In 
2013, Indian Head and District Chamber of 
Commerce was established but it has been 
relatively inactive for the past few years. 
With a growing number of new businesses 
in the community, entrepreneurs are keen 
to revive the chamber.

Susie Hilton, owner of Grace & Thyme 
Antiques, observed that eleven businesses 
have opened new storefronts on or near 
Grand Ave. since she moved to Indian 
Head in 2022. Additionally, three busi-
nesses are under new ownership. Hilton 
and others feel that renewing interest in 
the local chamber of commerce will benefit 
businesses and the community.

“It’s a good avenue for business owners 
to really work together to support each 
other. It’s another resource to help support 
and keep businesses strong in our commu-
nity,” Hilton explained. “The chamber 
offers a wealth of business information; 
there’s a portal online that members can 
download information from, if they’re 
having a particular concern about some-
thing.”

She added that chambers of commerce 
provide a “collective voice” for business 
owners in a local community and also 
exist at the provincial and federal level to 
advocate for businesses.

Sharon McPhie of Scot’s Printing has 
been the treasurer for Indian Head and 
District Chamber of Commerce for sev-

eral years and is responsible for collecting 
membership fees. The dues for the local 
chamber are $100 per business or $25 for 
a non-profit organization (associate mem-
ber) and this grants access to a variety of 
beneficial resources.

McPhie is glad to see the chamber 
resume activities. She said it provides 
valuable networking opportunities and 
promotes communication between local 
businesses. Another advantage is a group 
benefits package available to chamber 
members for their employees. The cham-
ber also hosts information meetings or 
professional development workshops on 
topics relevant to businesses. For example, 
an accountant may speak with members 
about financial reports.

Last month, the Indian Head Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted a breakfast at 
The Wooden Nickel to gauge interest in 
the organization. After the meal, Tenielle 
Bogdan from the Saskatchewan Chamber 
of Commerce gave a presentation about 
the role of a chamber at both the local and 
provincial level. Fifteen people attended 
and four new businesses have joined the 
Indian Head Chamber. In response to pos-
itive feedback, another breakfast meeting 
is planned for 8:30 a.m. on Nov. 19 at The 
Wooden Nickel. A guest speaker will share 
information about the health benefits 
package available through the chamber. 
This will be followed by an AGM at 9:30 
a.m., as part of the necessary process to 
resume regular chamber activities.

For more information or to join the 
chamber, contact Sharon McPhie at Scot’s 
Printing or Susie Hilton at Grace & Thyme.

Businesses working to revive 
IH’s Chamber of Commerce


