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Hollywood north comes to Vibank

Local café serves 
as film set for 
Sask-based film

By Ashley Scarfe
Grasslands News 

Vibank residents got a rare glimpse into the world of 
Hollywood North on Monday as a film crew set up shop 
at Luna De Plata Mexican Bakery and Cafe for day one on 
Saskatchewan-based feature film A Life Less Empty. 

Fanning Feathers Productions is producing the fea-
ture, which is described as a love story and coming-of-age 
drama set during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It’s about young people who have been caught off 
guard by life – including the pandemic – and them find-
ing their way to move forward by connecting with each 
other,” says Sera-Lys McArthur, Producer for the 15-day 
project, which kicked off its first day of principal photog-
raphy in the village. “It’s not about the pandemic; it’s set 
amidst the pandemic. It’s more about the emotional jour-
ney of the characters.”

The film is written and directed by Reuben Martell, 
who says the story has lived in his mind for years, even 
before 2021, when the pandemic was at its peak. 

“I was working on a show called Moccasin Flats in 
Regina, and that is where I met a majority of the crew,” 
Martell recalls before jokingly adding, “Everybody else 
is born during that time or whatever, so it’s been a long 
journey. It feels so surreal getting this day out. It’s nuts. 
It’s a dream long time coming.”

The independent film began its first day of shooting 
in Vibank, followed by a day in Regina, before moving 
on to Pheasant Rump Nakota First Nation to finish the 
rest of its two-and-a-half-week schedule. While Martell’s 
roots reside in Waterhen Lake First Nation, McArthur 
says this film is an opportunity to explore her roots – es-
pecially when it comes to Vibank.

“It’s kind of awesome for me because my grandparents 
on my mom’s side are from here, way back in the day,” 
McArthur says. “I’m talking about the turn of the cen-
tury. So this is where my German background side of the 
family moved to and inhabited before they moved to St. 
Joseph’s Colony. So I always knew Vibank was where my 
grandparents grew up.”

McArthur reveals that the production designer sug-
gested Luna De Plata Cafe, and the decision was made to 
move production to the village. 

“Actually, for me, I didn’t intend it this way, but the 
fact that we are shooting in Vibank, Regina, and Pheas-

ant Rump is extremely close to home,” McArthur says. 
“It’s where my people are from on both sides of my family
forever, and I didn’t plan it, but it feels very special to 
me. I live in Toronto now, so it’s nice to come home and 
reconnect in that way.”

Reconnection is forefront in Martell’s mind as well. 
After the dissolution of the Film Employment Tax Credit 
in 2012, movie making in the province essentially dried 
up. In recent years, a production grant administered by 
Creative Saskatchewan was put in place to support pro-
duction in the province, drawing filmmakers. The grant 
covers 30 percent of eligible production expenditures, 
with a maximum of $5 million.

“It’s a wonderful thing where we want to stay consis-
tently working in Saskatchewan,” Martell says. “They 
are trying to bring it back. I miss the tax credit. I miss the
idea of being able to employ all the film people because 
there’s not enough to sustain us. You just want to make 
money and stay home. You go to Winnipeg, and they are 
shooting 300 to 400 movies, and we are shooting what – 
five to six? You want to work towards people being able 
to go home at night and feel like they are contributing to 
Saskatchewan, and that’s what the tax credit did. I feel 
like it’s the one thing we need to get back to.” 

Funding for A Life Less Empty was gathered through 
the Indigenous Screen Office, the Canada Council for the 
Arts, Telefilm Canada, and Creative Saskatchewan. 

“I know there has been a push from Creative Saskatch-
ewan to inspire more filmmaking in the province again, 

and I think that the word is slowly getting out that that is
a viable option for people.” McArthur says. “In our case,
A Life Less Empty was always meant to be shot in Sas-
katchewan. It is a Saskatchewan story, written by a Sas-
katchewan First Nations individual, but there is always 
talk about do we film it in North Bay? Do we film it in
Alberta? Or even Manitoba? Because Reuban is still a res-
ident here, and he’s one of our co-producers, we were able
to get the support from Creative Saskatchewan to make
this happen and we are really happy about it because we
didn’t have to pretend that it was Saskatchewan. It really
actually is.”

As for Vibank, the production says they are grateful 
for the support they received from the community.

“I’m grateful that the town welcomed us and we got to
spend some meaningful time out here.” McArthur says. 
“It’s a very important part of the movie that we are start-
ing out here with. Some very heavy back story that we
are filling out for one of the lead characters here. We have
nothing but gratitude for being welcomed here.”

Martell agrees and hopes their presence in Vibank in-
spires someone to realize their potential. 

“I feel like it’s the whole thing of being from a small 
town and being able to realize this is possible for anyone
with an imagination or story, and I feel like with Sas-
katchewan there are so many stories.” Martell says. “I
wanted to stay in Saskatchewan. I want to make all my
films here. I don’t feel like any of my stories are outside
of the purview of stories that belong in Saskatchewan.”
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2025 MARKED 80 YEARS AS A TUBMAN FAMILY BUSINESS

Melville Model Railway Club Presents:

MODEL
TRAIN SHOW

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 18 & 19  10 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M.

CN COMMUNITY CENTRE, MELVILLE, SK
Featuring Club layouts from: 

Saskatoon, Prince Albert, Martensville, Regina and Moose Jaw

Admission:  
Adults - $10
Youth (6-17) - $5
Family - $25
Children (5 and under) - FREE

Door Prize 
to be won!
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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Kahkewistahaw First 
Nation is calling on Treaty 
4 communities to take 
immediate steps to join a 
federal class action law-
suit aimed at holding the 
Crown accountable for fail-
ing to fairly adjust treaty 
annuity payments.

The legal action, led by 
Chief Derek Nepinak of Mi-
negoziibe Anishinabe and 
Chief Bonny Lynn Acoose 
of Zagime Anishinabek, 
challenges the long-stand-
ing $5 annual annuity pay-
ment provided to Treaty 
4 members. That amount 
has remained unchanged 
since 1874, despite the orig-
inal intent that the annuity 

should maintain its pur-
chasing power over time.

“Our annuity was 
meant to reflect the value it 
held in 1874. It has not been 
adjusted in 150 years,” said 
Chief Nepinak in a no-
tice circulated to Treaty 4 
First Nations. “This case 
is about restoring that pur-
chasing power so that our 
people receive what was
promised in the treaty re-
lationship.”

The action argues that
Canada breached its ob-
ligations by failing to 
increase annuities or pro-
vide augmentation, leaving 
Treaty 4 beneficiaries with 
payments that have lost al-
most all real value. Among 
other remedies, the case
seeks compensation for 

unpaid or underpaid annu-
ities and a declaration that 
Canada must adjust future 
payments to account for in-
flation.

Kahkewistahaw lead-
ership emphasized that 
communities do not need
to wait for separate, costly, 
and lengthy litigation of 
their own. Instead, they 
can join the representative 
action by passing a Band 
Council Resolution, a draft 
of which has been provided 
with the court documents.

“If Treaty 4 First Na-
tions and their members 
do not take steps now, they 
will not be part of this ac-
tion and will not receive 
the benefit if the case is 
successful,” the notice 
warns.

The lawsuit is pro-
ceeding in Federal Court, 
with law firms McCarthy
Tétrault LLP, Norman 
Boudreau Law Corpora-
tion, Jason Zushman Law 
Corporation, and Myers
LLP representing the 
plaintiffs.

Kahkewistahaw First 
Nation is urging all Treaty 
4 communities to take 
this matter to their lead-
ership immediately, stat-
ing that First Nations can 
strengthen the push for 
justice and ensure that 
Canada is held account-
able for fulfilling treaty 
commitments.

The deadline to join the 
class-action suit is Oct. 31.

Kahkewistahaw FN encourages 
Treaty 4 Nations to join lawsuit

By Ryan Kiedrowski
Grasslands News 

A single vehicle rollover on Wednesday, Oct. 1 claimed 
the life of a Kelliher woman and sent one man to hospital.

Around 7:40 p.m., Melville RCMP received a report 
that a vehicle had rolled near Kelliher along Highway 15.

“Officers responded, along with local fire and EMS,” 
said RCMP in a media release. “One of the vehicle’s oc-
cupants was declared deceased by EMS at the scene. She 
has been identified as a 34-year-old female from Kelliher. 
Her family has been notified.”

The male occupant was taken to hospital by STARS 
air ambulance with serious injuries. 

Melville RCMP continue to investigate with the assis-
tance of a Saskatchewan RCMP collision reconstruction-
ist.

One dead, one injured in rollover
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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Municipalities across 
Saskatchewan now have 
a new tool for managing 
unsafe and abandoned 
buildings — controlled 
burns. Starting Nov. 1, the 
province’s Ministry of En-
vironment is launching a 
Derelict Buildings Pilot 
Project, which will allow 
communities to work with 
their fire departments to 
demolish derelict struc-
tures through live burns 
under strict environmen-
tal and safety guidelines.

The voluntary pilot 
is designed to assess 
whether controlled burns 
can safely and effectively 
help municipalities deal 
with old, decaying build-
ings that pose safety haz-
ards, while also providing 
valuable hands-on train-
ing opportunities for vol-
unteer firefighters. “This 
initiative recognizes that 
many rural and small-
town fire departments 
need real-world training 
scenarios, and many com-
munities are struggling 
with the cost and liability 
of removing unsafe build-
ings,” the program doc-
ument states. “The pilot 
brings both challenges 
together in a controlled, 
carefully monitored way.”

Municipalities can 
apply to participate in the 
pilot if they own a build-
ing that has been declared 
derelict under The Build-
ing Code Regulations. A 
local council resolution is 
required, along with con-
firmation that the struc-

ture is unoccupied and 
not home to any protected 
wildlife species. The local 
fire department — oper-
ating at least at a defen-
sive service level — must 
agree to take the lead in 
planning, assessing safety, 
and conducting the burn. 
Fire chiefs are required to 
complete detailed site in-
spections before approval, 
documenting potential 
hazards such as propane 
tanks, fuel drums, or signs 
of squatters. The process 
also includes obtaining 
a Live Fire Training per-
mit from the Ministry of 
Environment under The 
Environmental Manage-
ment and Protection (Gen-
eral) Regulations, as well 
as potential exemptions 
under The Saskatchewan 
Employment Act to allow 
volunteer firefighters to 
participate.

Under the pilot, all 
burns will double as live 
fire training exercises, 
offering firefighters rare 
experience with real build-
ing fires in controlled con-
ditions. However, strict 
rules apply: firefighters 
are not allowed to enter the 
structure, and the train-
ing is limited to exterior 
tactics such as hose han-
dling, ladder work, water 
supply, and property con-
servation. The program 
emphasizes adherence to 
NFPA 1403 standards for 
live fire training and en-
courages departments to 
follow the Saskatchewan 
Public Safety Agency’s Ac-
quired Structure Live Fire 
Training Guide, which 
outlines everything from 

structural inspections 
and fuel management to 
environmental cleanup. 
“Firefighters should only 
engage in observational 
and defensive operations,” 
the guidelines note, add-
ing that departments must 
document every stage of 
the burn to ensure compli-
ance with environmental 
and occupational health 
standards.

While the burns are 
designed as training and 
demolition events, they 
are also recognized as 
high-risk operations. Der-
elict buildings often con-
tain asbestos, lead paint, 
or other hazardous mate-
rials, all of which can pose 
serious health and envi-
ronmental threats if not 
properly managed. Mu-
nicipalities are required 
to treat every structure as 
though it contains asbes-
tos and to take responsi-
bility for preventing the 
release of hazardous mate-
rials. After the burn, they 
must choose between two 
cleanup options: removing 
ash and debris to an au-
thorized landfill, ensuring 
full decontamination and 
regulatory compliance; 
or burying materials on-
site, which permanently 
classifies the land as envi-
ronmentally impacted and 
may restrict future devel-
opment. Any mishandling 
could result in fines, legal 
liability, or even federal 
intervention under wild-
life and environmental 
protection acts.

The program under-
scores that participation 
does not exempt munici-

palities from compliance 
with federal, provincial, 
or municipal regulations. 
Councils must sign an 
Acknowledgment of Lia-
bility and Indemnity, con-
firming they understand 
the risks — including en-
vironmental contamina-
tion, worker safety, and 

potential health impacts 
on nearby residents. Com-
munities are also required 
to notify neighbours in 
advance of a burn and 
communicate with local 
utilities, the RCMP, and 
health authorities to min-
imize risks and public 
concerns. Following each 

burn, municipalities will 
submit a post-pilot report
summarizing outcomes,
safety observations, and
community feedback. This
information will help the 
province decide whether 
to make the program per-
manent.

Municipalities cleared to burn derelict buildings
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Payment Options:

2025 PROPERTY TAX NOTICE

Email: general@townofwhitewood.ca
Web Site: www.townofwhitewood.ca

306-735-2210
731 - Lalonde St.

P.O. Box 129
Whitewood, Sask.

S0G 5C0

Every Second Friday – 5 to 9 p.m., – Legion Chase the Ace
Oct. 14 to 17 - Rubbish Pick-Up. Leave in back alley,
 if no back alley can be left in front.
Thursday, Oct. 16 – 2 to 4 p.m. – Author Betty McGillivray
 at the Whitewood Library
Sunday, Oct. 19. – Take-Out Ham Supper at Whitewood United
 Church. Call Lee at 306-735-2527 or
 Kathy at 306-738-2721 to pre-order
Friday, Oct. 17 - at 6 p.m. – Banger Bingo – Tickets at Whitewood 
 Health Centre & Mon Sherry

Trade Show – Whitewood Community Centre

Recycling
Garbage

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

GARBAGE / RECYCLING

TOWN OFFICE INFORMATION

WATER METER READS

UPCOMING EVENTS

RESIDENTIAL LOTS FOR SALE

VOYENT ALERT

PAYMENTS ACCEPTED

FALL REGISTRATION
IS UNDERWAY!

PETS

ARENA KITCHEN HIRES

Blacksmith tribute
A sign and silhouettes on the corner of Seventh Ave. and Edmonton St. pay

tribute to Broadview blacksmith J. J. Hickie.

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Blacksmithing is now 
considered an outdated 
trade but at one time 
these men played a cru-
cial role in rural commu-
nities. A special display 
and signage in Broadview 
commemorate this by 
marking the former site of 
a blacksmith shop owned 
by J. J. Hickie.

According to the his-
tory book, Oakshela, 
Broadview, Percival 1882-
1982 Centennial Tribute, 
William Moulding served 
as the community’s first 
blacksmith from 1884 to 
1885. Over the next hun-
dred years, several oth-
ers carried on the trade 

in town, repairing farm 
equipment or creating 
other necessary items 
for settlers and ensuring 
that horses were properly 
shod.

Among the early black-
smiths was Albert W. 
Edwards who opened a 
business in Broadview in 
1891. A few years later, he 
expanded from smithing 
to selling Massey-Har-
ris products. Edwards’ 
business remained in 
the family for two more 
generations. When A. W. 
Edwards and Sons closed 
after 107 years in oper-
ation, it was the oldest 
continuously operated 
Massey-Harris dealership 
in the world.

Dennis (Dennie) Ed-

wards, a long-time Broad-
view resident and the 
grandson of Albert W. Ed-
wards, recalled that when 
he was young, J. J. Hickie 
also worked as a black-
smith in the community. 
Hickie purchased a shop 
on the corner of Edmon-
ton St. and Seventh Ave. 
from another blacksmith 
and continued to operate 
it for a few decades.

Edwards told Grass-
lands News that Hickie 
was also the caretaker 
for the community skat-
ing rink located across 
the street from his shop. 
He remembered taking 
his skates to Hickie for 
sharpening, initially at 
the blacksmith shop and 
then later at the rink. 
Eventually, Hickie re-
tired and the next owner 
transitioned the shop to 
a welding business. After 
that proprietor moved to 

Regina, the building fell 
into disrepair and was de-
molished.

Several years ago, 
members of Broadview’s 
Communities in Bloom 
Committee endeavored 
to safeguard history by 
creating a display at the 

blacksmith shop’s for-
mer location. Two silhou-
ettes of blacksmiths were 
erected in the shade of a 
tree where the shop once 
stood. Large flowerpots 
were situated on what re-
mains of the blacksmith 
shop’s cement floor and, 

earlier this fall, Laurie
Fafard provided a new
sign for the display. It
indicates the place was 
the “Original Site of J.
J. Hickie’s Black Smith
Shop,” preserving a piece
of community history for
future generations.

Local area blacksmith history 
preserved by simple display

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

On October 2 at 10:30 a.m., Whitewood Fire Depart-
ment was dispatched to the local nursing home follow-
ing reports of a possible carbon monoxide leak in the 
boiler and furnace room.

Firefighters, along with SaskEnergy personnel, 
conducted a thorough inspection of the basement and 
boiler area using gas meters. After careful testing, no 
leak was detected. One maintenance staff member, how-
ever, was showing symptoms consistent with possible 
CO exposure and was examined by EMS before being 
transported to hospital as a precaution. No residents 
were affected or placed at risk during the incident, and 
the facility continued normal operations. Fire crews 
cleared the scene at 12:20 p.m.

While the incident turned out not to involve a leak, 
officials note the call is an important reminder of the 
dangers posed by carbon monoxide and the need for vig-
ilance. Known as the “silent killer,” CO is a colourless, 
odourless gas that can quickly cause serious illness or 
death if undetected. Symptoms of exposure often in-
clude headache, dizziness, nausea, and fatigue—similar 
signs that were displayed by the staff member during 
the incident.

The fire department is stressing the importance of 
installing and maintaining carbon monoxide detectors 
in all homes and public facilities. “This incident rein-
forces why every building should have a functioning 
CO detector,” WFD noted. “It’s the only reliable way to 
alert people to the presence of carbon monoxide before 
it becomes life-threatening.”

What to Do if Your CO Alarm Sounds
• Leave the building immediately. Do not ignore the 

alarm or try to locate the source of the leak.
• Call 911 from outside or from a neighbour’s home. 

Emergency responders can test the air and determine 
the cause.

• Do not re-enter the building until fire officials or 
utility workers say it is safe.

• Seek medical help if you or others experience symp-
toms such as headache, dizziness, nausea, or confusion.

Submitted
Grasslands News 

Federated Co-op announce earlier this week that 
more than $795,000 was raised as part of Fuel Good Day 
2025. This marks a new record for the annual event, sur-
passing the previous record of $704,000 raised last year. 
All funds raised will go directly back to communities 
across Western Canada. 

Fuel Good Day is a celebrated event that is held each 
year in September. For every litre of fuel sold, partici-
pating Co-ops donate a minimum of five cents to a local 
charity or non-profit organization. Since 2017, more 
than $5.6 million has been raised, supporting over 1,000 
local organizations. 

Fuel Good Day sets new record

Possible carbon monoxide 
leak investigated at nursing 
home in Whitewood



5www.grasslandsnews.ca October 10, 2025

SUBSCRIBE  ONLINE
www.grasslandsnews.ca/subscriptions

CALL THE OFFICE  
1-844-GNG-NEWS

s

2130B Broad Street, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 1Y5

306-352-2552
CALL COLLECT

“Doing a smiling business for over a decade and a half”

Tru-Fit Denture Clinic
For all your denture needs:

Housing Available
Melville, Yorkton, and Canora

goodspirit.ha@gov.sk.ca or 
1-833-583-HOME for more info

Everyone deserves a home!

  1-833-583-HOME (4663)

Michael J. Litschko, RMT
- MASSAGE THERAPIST -

SATURDAYS: 
8:00 A.M. TO NOON

APPOINTMENTS: 

Business Hours
Tuesday - Friday  8:30 a.m. -  5:30 p.m.

Saturday  8:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m.
Open Over Lunch

• Deli Meats

•  Jerky 

•Barbecue Needs

• Liquor Vendor 
Spirits &Wines

Grayson, SK
Phone: 306 794-2113

CARE AND WELLNESS +  DIRECTORY

Tammy Oryschak
306-720-0789

perSUNalizedbyTammy@gmail.com

Rachelle Schill
Registered Nurse - Foot Care Nurse

Relief and maintenance of 
callusing, corns, ingrown, 

thickened toenails and
hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

Relief and maintenance of 
callusing, corns, ingrown,

thickened toenails and
hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

Residential, Commercial & 
Agricultural Contracting! 

Kenosee Park, SK

306-961-4118
Darren@rococoltd.com

These two young mule deer took a minute out of their busy afternoon 

schedule to show off their good side, before bounding off to take care of 

By Ryan Kiedrowski
Grasslands News 

Craig McCallum is not 
going to sit quietly after 
a recent forensic audit of 
the Federation of Sover-
eign Indigenous Nations 
turned up millions of dol-
lars in questionable spend-
ing. Recently, KPMG LLP 
looked at the FSIN’s books 
between April 1, 2019, and 
March 31, 2024. What they 
found was $34 million in 
‘questionable expenses’ 
– something that doesn’t 
sit right with the Fourth 
Vice-Chief.

“These findings can-
not be dismissed or min-
imized,” McCallum said 
in an open letter to rights 
holders dated Oct. 2. “If we 
expect Canada to respect 
our Nations and uphold 
its fiduciary obligations, 
then we must also hold 
ourselves to the highest 
standards of account-
ability. The teaching of 
honesty reminds us that 
we must face the truth, 
even when it is difficult. 
Truth requires us to ac-
knowledge what has gone 
wrong, so that we can 
find solutions and walk 
in a better way. For that 
reason, I cannot, in good 
conscience, stand behind 
the statement released by 
the other executive of the 
FSIN.”

Elected Fourth Vice-
Chief of the FSIN on Oct. 5, 
2023, McCallum was only 
days shy of six months in 
office during the audit re-
view period.

“I cannot speak to the 
decisions made before my 

term, but I can speak to 
the need for change going 
forward,” he said. “De-
nial and deflection will 
not restore trust. Only 
transparency, humility, 
and the wisdom to listen 
to our people will heal 
the wounds caused by se-
crecy. Industry is watch-
ing, Canada is watching, 
and most importantly, our 
people are watching.”

Indigenous Services 
Canada requested the 
audit and broke down the 
allegations into nine cate-
gories – COVID-19 expen-
ditures, travel expenses, 
FSIN executive raises, 
fleet vehicles, payments 
to former employee, pro-
curement, use of admin-
istration fees, new FSIN 
office building, and inter-
nal charges and cost allo-
cations. FSIN leadership 
was briefed on the find-
ings – including a list of 
eight recommendations 
for their consideration - 
on Sept. 11.

“On my part, I am com-
mitted to ensuring all 
financial decisions are 
documented and reported 
in writing, so that there is 
a clear and honest record 
for the Chiefs, who are the 
rights holders,” McCal-
lum said. “I will advocate 
for independent oversight 
and stronger accountabil-
ity mechanisms so that 
we, as executive, cannot 
act outside of our estab-
lished policies and proce-
dures. I will also work to 
create a healthier envi-
ronment within FSIN, one 
rooted in respect where 
open dialogue is welcomed 

and lateral violence and 
silencing is not tolerated.”

According to McCal-
lum, this point in time is 
crucial for the FSIN as he 
asks for the audit findings 
to be taken seriously.

“My responsibility is 
to your Nations and your 
people,” he said. “I will 
continue to uphold integ-
rity, transparency, and 
accountability, even if it 
means standing apart, be-
cause our people deserve 
leadership that reflects 
our values and teachings. 
This time should be used 
as a turning point. If we 
take the audit seriously, 
it can be the beginning of 
stronger stewardship and 
spiritual integrity. If we 
deny and deflect, we will 
only lose more trust and 
credibility with the peo-
ple we represent and with 
Canada. My commitment 
is to the true rights hold-
ers, and to reinforcing the 
original purpose the fed-
eration was founded for: 
protecting Treaty and In-
herent rights and serving 
our Nations equally.”

The FSIN maintains 
they cooperated with 
KPMG through every step 
of the audit, releasing a 
detailed response to the 
allegations.

“FSIN staff and man-
agement worked dili-
gently until the final hour 
of the deadline compil-
ing responses from doc-
uments going back five 
years and ensuring every 
single question was ad-
dressed,” read a response 
to the report dated Oct. 
1. “ISC then responded 
that the meeting for the 
final report is delayed as 
a result of the additional 
level of effort required by 
KPMG upon receipt of the 
documentation provided 
after the fact-validation 
exercise. They required 
an additional 10 weeks to 
review the information 
that they provided FSIN 
10 days to gather.”

The response also 
noted that during the ISC 

presentation to the FSIN 
on Sept. 11, the meeting 
ended at an important 
juncture.

“Unfortunately, the 
presentation did not in-
clude all the details for 
response,” said the FSIN. 
“ISC cut the meeting short 
due to having to check out 
of a hotel room in the mid-
dle of when FSIN was pro-
viding a response.”

They also noted hav-
ing 10 days to not only 
digest the documents but 
address the 717 specific 
questions and data items 
contained therein.

It was disappointing to 
see that the findings ap-
pear not to have changed 
despite FSIN sending 
responses and documen-
tation including receipts 
and/or invoices for every 

single item,” the FSIN 
said. “While it appears 
KPMG chose not to in-
clude the documentation 
in their review, FSIN 
remains optimistic and 
confident that ISC will 
find that all expenditures 
are, in fact, eligible based 
on the thorough and sub-
stantial documentation 
provided.”

$34M in expenses questioned

FSIN 4th Vice-Chief calls for
transparency after audit
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Editor

“For the cause that needs assistance; 
for the wrong that needs resistance; 

the future in the distance and 
the good that we can do.”

More docs needed
in Saskatchewan,
but how?

I’m beginning to wonder if  mamas in our fair prov-
ince have been ignoring Willie Nelson’s advice and are 
letting their babies grow up to be cowboys. True, we may 
have a good number of  lawyers, but the doctor popula-
tion is way too low. 

In a recent press conference at the Legislative Build-
ing in Regina, NDP Rural and Remote Health Critic 
Jared Clarke continued to sound the alarm, prompted by 
the news of  the Gardens Medical Clinic forced to close 
its doors by the end of  November. The action comes as 
the two doctors that share 5,000 patients at that clinic 
have chosen to retire. 

“There were 291 vacant postings on Sask Docs as of  
yesterday, and many of  those were for multiple posi-
tions,” Clarke said Oct. 1 of  the online job search tool for 
healthcare professionals; adding that the pair of  physi-
cian postings for Gardens Medical Clinic have been up 
for 10 months. 

Pointing the finger at the government, Clarke urged 
the Sask Party to “step up and do the right thing and do 
everything in their power to keep this clinic open in two 
months’ time.”

But what exactly is that magic formula to attract and 
retain healthcare professionals? If  the ruling Sask Party 
had that potion in their hands, would they have not al-
ready used it? The doctor shortage is not a new problem 
by any stretch, and there have been some band-aid solu-
tions already attempted, such as the virtual physician 
program. 

As for healthcare professionals currently working 
in centres across the province, the threat of  burn out is 
very real. We often hear of  having a healthy work/life 
balance as key to recruiting and keeping these folks, but 
what does a rural doctor need to do in order to achieve 
this balance? This may be stating the obvious, but from 
all the temporary emergency room closures I’ve noticed 
on social media, it seems like that is the last-ditch tactic 
employed to catch a break. 

Even the fact that alerting the public to an ER clo-
sure must be done on Facebook rather than the SHA 
website, or via an app like the Highway Hotline, shows 
me there is room for improvement. Could you imagine 
if  ER updates were part of  the HH app? After all, it is a 
province-wide, often checked resource. One could zoom 
in over a particular stretch of  highway and not only find 
out that traffic will be slow going on Highway 9 due to 
a semi on its side, and oh yeah – Kipling’s ER is closed 
again for the next few hours. 

I get the feeling that being so transparent about these 
outages is embarrassing for the government to admit, 
but they could be the heroes here and include that in-
formation so people travelling can make more informed 
decisions in an emergency. How much more embarrass-
ing is it to apologize for mistakes like we saw last month 
where folks in Outlook were advised to head over to 
Davidson for ER services, only to discover that Davidson 
was redirecting people to Saskatoon? Or conversely, 
saying that the Herbert ER was open while temporarily 
closed?

Speaking up about health issues in this province is 
also a tricky business. I asked Clarke if  he thinks health-
care workers are apprehensive to ‘really tell it like it is.’

“Absolutely. Health care workers in this province – 
doctors, nurses, and other health care professionals - are 
afraid to speak truth to what is the state of  our health 
care system,” he said. “We have had many press con-

ferences set up with health care validators who want to 
speak publicly come stand here with us to describe what 
it is like on the front line, and at the last minute, they de-
cide that it’s too risky; that there may be repercussions 
to them professionally.”

Dr. Isabelle Richard came to Saskatchewan in 2024, 
fresh out of  university and ready to start her family 
medicine career. A young, eager physician full of  vim 
and vigour making the trek from the eastern side of  
Canada to the west – exactly what we’re hoping to at-
tract!

She lasted three months.
Not only that, but Dr. Richard told us exactly what 

she thought of  the healthcare system in this province, 
noted what needs to change from a doctor’s perspective, 
and she did it all in a clear and constructive manner. Her 
main points stated doctors need better pay, the system 
needs repair, and professionals are tired – not things we 
didn’t already know, but all the more justified coming 
from a member of  the target demographic we’re trying 

to recruit. What was the response? An overwhelming 
raspberry for her efforts. 

We see ministers touring our region, stopping in at 
healthcare centres and grinning for photo ops in front 
of  construction sites. We hear the same promises of  
equipment coming soon, after the next feasibility study 
happens – and this time, we mean it! We even hear how 
systems will be changed to bring in more professionals. 
But where is the action? Where’s the incentive to even 
make suggestions if  they’re just going to be ignored at 
best, or ripped to shreds at worst?

Listening with ears full of  cotton balls hasn’t worked, 
nor has bickering over who screwed up the healthcare 
system worse over the years. Maybe the answer is for a 
health care professional to come up with a bold idea, but 
make it look like a politician’s notion so it might have 
a chance of  being enacted. That way, everyone wins – 
healthcare issues are resolved, and there’s still room for 
the grip and grin photo.

Ryan Kiedrowski, Grasslands News

Letter to Editor: It’s time to end ‘Catch and Release’ and pass ‘Jail not Bail’
Dear Editor,

 Across Southeast Saskatchewan, 
people are telling me the same thing 
— they don’t feel safe anymore. 
Crime is up in our towns and cities, 
and rural crime is on the rise too. 
Farmers are dealing with stolen 
tools, fuel theft, and property dam-
age. People are locking their doors 
in communities where they never
had to before. 

This isn’t the Canada we grew up 
in. Before 2015, Canada was one of 
the safest countries in the world. But 
the Liberals changed that with Bill 
C-75, their so-called “bail reform.” It 
instructs judges to release accused 
criminals under the “least onerous 

conditions” possible — meaning the 
easiest terms they can justify. Even 
repeat and violent offenders are 
being put right back on our streets. 

Police officers call it what it is 
— “catch and release.” And it’s de-
stroying confidence in our justice 
system. 

That’s why Conservatives
brought forward Bill C-242, the Jail, 
Not Bail Act. This bill will finally 
stop the revolving door of repeat 
offenders. It will make sure violent 
criminals and career offenders stay 
behind bars where they belong — 
protecting our families, our busi-
nesses, and our farms. 

Law enforcement agrees. Estevan 

Police Chief Jaimie Blunden, the
Weyburn Police Chief Brent VanDe-
Sype, and members of the RCMP
have all voiced strong support for
this bill. They’re the ones on the
front lines, and they know what
needs to change. 

Canadians deserve real conse-
quences for crime — not excuses.
It is time to scrap Liberal bail. We
had a safe, secure country before
2015, and after the Liberals are gone,
we’ll bring that safety back to every
community, every main street, and
every farmyard in this country. 

- Hon Steven Bonk, MP ECS
Member of Parliament

Souris–Moose Mountain
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Closed over lunch.
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By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan’s mu-
nicipalities could soon 
see a long-awaited boost 
in infrastructure fund-
ing — if Ottawa joins the 
table. The provincial gov-
ernment has announced 
it will commit to covering 
one-third of costs under a 
new municipal infrastruc-
ture program, contingent 
on a federal partnership to 
complete the cost-sharing 
model.

Government Relations 
Minister Eric Schmalz 
and Advanced Education 
Minister Ken Chevel-
dayoff were part of a pro-
vincial delegation that 
travelled to Ottawa last 
week, alongside represen-
tatives from the Saskatch-
ewan Association of Rural 
Municipalities (SARM), 
the Saskatchewan Urban 
Municipalities Associa-
tion (SUMA), and mayors 
from seven cities. The 
group met with federal 
ministers and senior offi-
cials to push for a renewed 
national infrastructure in-
vestment program.

Schmalz said the mes-
sage was clear — Sas-
katchewan communities 
need cost-shared pro-
grams like the former 
Investing in Canada Infra-
structure Program (ICIP) 
to move forward on roads, 
water systems, recre-
ation facilities, and other 
essential projects. “We 

went to Ottawa to make 
sure federal ministers un-
derstand that municipal 
infrastructure isn’t a lux-
ury — it’s the backbone 
of safe, strong communi-
ties,” Schmalz said. “The 
province is ready to in-
vest, and we need Ottawa 
to do its part so these proj-
ects can get shovels in the 
ground.”

For municipalities 
across the Grasslands 
News coverage area — 
from Melville, White-
wood and Grenfell to 
Fort Qu’Appelle, Vibank, 
Kipling, Indian Head, 
Broadview, and smaller 
RMs — the announce-
ment represents cautious 
optimism. Many local 
councils have major proj-
ects waiting on federal 
approval or new funding 
streams, including water 
plant upgrades, lagoon ex-
pansions, fire hall devel-
opments, and recreation 
park improvements.

Many communities 
have applied for federal 
and provincial assistance 
for upgrades such as 
water infrastructure proj-
ects in recent years but 
were unable to proceed 
under the fully subscribed 
ICIP program. That fund, 
signed in 2019, has already 
allocated over $2 billion 
across 460 Saskatchewan 
projects, leaving no room 
for new applications de-
spite the agreement’s 2034 
expiry date.

Local leaders say re-

newed federal partici-
pation would mean they 
could revisit projects 
shelved due to lack of 
funding. “Small communi-
ties can’t carry the cost of 
million-dollar infrastruc-
ture on their own tax base, 
whether it be for water or 
sewer upgrades, or major 
projects such as new fire 
halls,” said Whitewood 
mayor Chris Ashfield. “If 
the federal government 
comes back to the table, it 
opens the door for projects 
that have been sitting on 
the shelf for years.”

Yorkton Mayor Aaron 
Kienle, who joined the 
Saskatchewan delegation, 
emphasized that smaller 
centres stand to benefit 
just as much as the cities. 
“When the federal govern-
ment invests in munici-
palities, it’s investing in 
the future of the country,” 
Kienle said. “We want to 
ensure that towns and 
cities like Yorkton — and 
communities across Sas-
katchewan — have the 
resources to meet today’s 
challenges and prepare 
for tomorrow’s opportu-
nities.”

Moose Jaw Mayor 
James Murdock echoed 
that sentiment, noting 
the trip to Ottawa demon-
strated unity among all 
levels of government. “It 
was meaningful to stand 
alongside other municipal 
leaders as a united voice 
advocating for the critical 
infrastructure funding 

our Saskatchewan com-
munities need,” he said.

The province’s pledge 
to fund one-third of fu-
ture municipal infra-
structure costs is seen as 
a significant step toward 
restoring the three-way 
partnership model that 
built much of Saskatch-
ewan’s civic infrastruc-
ture in past decades. 
However, without a fed-
eral partner, that fund-
ing remains in limbo. 
For now, municipal 
leaders across the south-
east say they’ll continue 
planning — and hoping 
— that Ottawa signs on. 
With roads, bridges, rec-
reation facilities, and 
water systems all aging 
across rural Saskatche-
wan, the need for long-
term, stable funding is 
more pressing than ever.

Sask commits to fund one-third
of new infrastructure program

Local communities await federal partner

Lights, camera, action!

A Life Less Empty
Luna de Plata Bakery and Cafe. 



Ed James ‘Seven Years a Soldier’ show performed
By Connie Schwalm

Grasslands News 

There are times when 
we look at an object and 
find ourselves wondering 
what stories it could tell 
us – if only it could speak. 
Ed James, a retired teacher 
and avid military historian, 
has found a way to make 
that happen. Through vari-
ous one-man shows that he 
has created, James uses the 
artifacts he has collected 
and stories that veterans 
have shared with him, to 
ensure that the voices of Ca-
nadians who lived through 
World Wars One and Two 
are heard.

James says he was 
prompted to begin doing his 
shows due to the miscon-
ceptions and general lack of 
knowledge about Canada’s 
wartime experience that he 
had encountered.

“Over the years, I’ve 
found that there is such a 
great amount of misinfor-
mation about Canada’s war 
experience. One of the ex-
amples of this that stands 

out in my mind was the in-
dividual who came and told 
me that their great-great
grandfather had gotten the 
Victoria Cross at the Battle 
of Little Bighorn. My re-
sponse was – really? Then 
I had to carefully tell that
individual that there were 
no Canadian soldiers at the 
Battle of Little Bighorn and 
that it wasn’t part of Cana-
da’s war experience. 

“I decided that I wanted 
to do something about 
this. So, I started putting 
together these historical 
shows and performing them 
in my retirement. During 
my performances, I dress 
in period costume and use 
various artifacts and music 
to help my audience visual-
ize the experiences I’m de-
scribing. But basically, my 
shows are all stories told in 
everyday language about
what people did during the 
war.”

James explains that the 
stories he tells through his 
shows have been drawn 
both from research he has 
done on the artifacts he 
owns and interviews with 
veterans he has conducted.

“It started with the arti-
facts I’d collected. I’d find 
something and wonder
what the story was on it. 
Researching that led down 
some rabbit holes into his-
tory. I had especially good 
luck finding information 
on medals, since the gov-
ernment kept pretty good 
records on who received
medals and why.  And when 
you find something and 
realize that it belonged to 
someone who was happily 

married, a well-respected 
farmer or a sports hero who 
was expected to do great 
things but was lost in the 
war – suddenly the facts 
you’ve researched become 
a story.

“The Legion also hired 
me many years ago to do 
interviews with veterans 
for a national archive that 
they were doing. So, I kept 
the material from those in-

terviews and I’m so glad I 
did. Those interviews were 
done using hand-written 
notes and those notes give 
me the information that I 
draw on to learn those sto-
ries and make them a part 
of this too.”

Earlier this month,
James was invited by the 
Wawota Branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion 
to perform his one-man 
show entitled Seven Years 
a Soldier for students from 
Wawota Parkland School. 
Rather than giving a ‘lesson 
in history’ James says that 
through shows like Seven 
Years a Soldier he seeks to 
convey a sense of one indi-
vidual’s lived experience to 
his audience. 

“What I want to do is
try and make history come 
alive for my audience. In my 
written synopsis of Seven 
Years A Soldier for exam-
ple, I say that I want to give 
the audience a ground level 
view of the war that Staff 
Sergeant Frank Thompson 

(a dispatch rider and pho-
tographer for the Royal Ca-
nadian Corp of Signals in 
Europe during WWII) saw
over the handlebars of his 
motorcycle and through 
the lens of his camera while 
writing for the Maple Leaf 
Newspaper.”

In order to do that, James 
says that he looks for ways 
to provide his audience an 
opportunity to empathize 
with the individuals whose 
stories he is sharing.  

“I just did a play recently 
in Brandon that I call ‘Mail 
from Home’. That is the 
story about the importance 
of mail for the soldiers in 
WWII – what was in it – how 
it got to them – and why 
it was important. The big 
piece that pulls that story 
all together is a number 
of packages that I open up 
when I’m on stage, to show 
the kinds of things that 
were sent to soldiers from 
home. You couldn’t go out 
and buy something like a 
razor or toothbrush in the 
middle of a battlefield. So, 
these everyday items along 
with handmade things such 
as mittens, toques and es-
pecially socks, meant the 
world to soldiers. I want my 
audience to think about the 
fact that during the war,
people back home were 
sending these soldiers the 
everyday things that we 
take for granted.

“I also have an original 
army blanket among the 
things on stage when I do 
a show. It is a reasonably 
warm blanket, but how well 
would it work in the condi-
tions soldiers were facing? 
Soldiers lived, fought and
slept in the same clothes, 
sometimes for two or three 
weeks. During World War 
One they were living in a 
ditch. How warm would a 
blanket keep you in a situ-
ation like that? My hope is 
that I can encourage my au-
dience to think about things 
like that so they can iden-
tify with these soldiers a bit 
and gain some empathy.”

While he acknowledges
that someone who has not 
experienced war cannot 
fully understand, James 
says that the common bonds 

we share as human beings 
can make empathy possible.

“Veterans rarely talk
about or want to remem-
ber their experiences. And
we can’t really know what
it’s like to go through what
they went through. But 
we can try to learn more
and put ourselves in their 
place. My being at Dieppe
or Normandy for example 
just gives me a taste of what
being there is like, not real 
understanding of what they 
went through. But I know
that those soldiers were 
people who feel just like I 
do. Empathy starts with
that.”

And even though there
is no way to teach empa-
thy, James observes that 
by providing young people
with accurate and real op-
portunities for it, one might 
dispel the common miscon-
ceptions about war that stu-
dents might hear and help 
them better understand its
true cost.

“The first casualty of
war has always been truth.
Lies get told to make your 
side look bigger, stronger
and right. And the media
(whether it’s the newspa-
pers, radio and TV broad-
casts people listened to in
the past or the social media
young people especially
rely on today) is often used 
to spread those lies and mis-
lead people. 

“The truth is that no sol-
dier ever dies saying ‘Yay
for my flag’. The most com-
mon last word that soldiers
say is ‘Mother’. And the true
horror of war isn’t always 
about advanced weapons. I 
have a bayonet from WWI 
and when I do my show, I
tell the audience that it is 
probably the most terrible 
weapon used in that war.
When you killed someone
with a bayonet, you could
watch that person die, hear
them die, smell them die. 
And when that person cries
out ‘Mother’, whether it’s in 
German or English, you re-
alize that you’ve just killed 
someone’s child. You have 
to live with that, and that 
is the first, basic, horrible 
truth about war.”

Letting their stories be heard
Ed James, a retired teacher, avid military historian and 

storyteller, brought his one-man show Seven Years a Sol-

dier to Wawota recently, as part of his ongoing effort to 

-

ter when and through what circumstances they served.

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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LANDFILL

• Dec. 1 to March 31 •
Monday to Friday 9:00 to 4:30

Saturday and Sunday Closed
Closed Statutory Holidays

• April 1 to Nov. 30 •
Monday to Saturday

8:00 to 4:30
Sunday Closed

Closed Statutory Holidays
ACCEPTING: Used oil, filters and containers; 

Used Antifreeze; Batteries; Select household 
chemicals; Grain Bags & Twine; Concrete; 

Asphalt.
Info: northvalleywaste.ca

For many Saskatche-
wan communities — par-
ticularly small towns 
with shrinking tax bases 
and aging infrastructure 
— the pilot offers a cost-ef-
fective, educational, and 
community-benefiting 
alternative to traditional 
demolition. Derelict 
buildings have long posed 
challenges across the 
province, from safety haz-
ards and environmental 
blight to hindering rede-
velopment. This program 
aims to give municipal-
ities the means to safely 
eliminate those risks 
while building the capa-
bilities of their volunteer 
fire departments.

As one section of the 
guide summarizes: “The 
Derelict Buildings Pilot 
Project provides a tool for 
addressing unsafe build-
ings, but it comes with 

important responsibili-
ties. Municipalities are 
expected to fully under-
stand their obligations, in-
corporate them into their 
planning processes, and 
manage them with care.”

If successful, Saskatch-
ewan’s approach could 

become a model for other
provinces seeking prac-
tical ways to train fire-
fighters and revitalize
communities while tack-
ling the growing problem
of abandoned rural build-
ings.

Burning of buildings approved
- continued from page 3

You remain anonymous.

CRIMINALS 

Working to make our communities safer for over 25 years.

online at www.saskcrimestoppers.com



An 85-year-old man lost his life 
after a herd of cows charged 
him and his wife during a 
hike in the Austrian Alps. 
The retired couple from Vi-
enna was walking their dog 
near a mountain hut in Styria 
province when nine cows, 
including three calves, 
suddenly stampeded. The 
man and his 82-year-old 
wife were airlifted to a 
hospital in Salzburg but 
the man died before surgery 
could be performed. Witnesses say the cows were 
apparently disturbed by the couple’s dog, a mixed 
breed that was slightly injured. Fatal encounters 
with cows are rare in Austria, where cattle typi-
cally graze unfenced in popular hiking regions, but 
a woman was fatally trampled by cows last year 
while hiking with her two small dogs in Salzburg. 
In response to a fatal cow attack a decade ago, 
Austria introduced safety guidelines for mountain 
walkers, such as maintaining a safe distance from 
cattle and to keep dogs on a short leash.

Delta Air Lines has agreed to pay $79 million
to settle a class-action lawsuit filed in 2020 after one 
of its airplanes that was experiencing engine trou-
ble dumped its fuel over schoolyards and densely 
populated Los Angeles neighborhoods. A flight to 
Shanghai was aborted shortly after take-off, and 
the pilot felt forced to dump 15,000 gallons of fuel to 
reach a safe landing weight. Dozens of children as 
well as adults were treated for minor skin and lung 
irritations, although none required hospitalization. 
One of the plane’s two engines lost thrust shortly 
after takeoff and that the plane, which was carrying 
enough fuel for the 13-hour flight, exceeded its max-
imum landing weight by around 160,000 pounds. An 
overweight plane risks damage, but also the airline 
is forced to have the plane inspected which puts it 
out of commission.

There is now some evidence that Buford Pusser, 
the former Tennessee sheriff who inspired a Holly-
wood movie about a law enforcement officer who 
took on organized crime, actually killed his wife 
in 1967 and led people to believe she was murdered 
by his enemies. 1973s Walking Tall immortalized 
Pusser as a tough but fair sheriff with zero tol-
erance for crime. If Pusser, the McNairy County 
sheriff, had not died in a car crash seven years after 
his wife’s death, he would very likely be indicted 
for the killing of Pauline Mullins Pusser, who also 
showed evidence of previous domestic abuse. “This 
case is not about tearing down a legend. It is about 
giving dignity and closure to Pauline and her fam-
ily and ensuring that the truth is not buried with 
time,” said DA Mark Davidson. “The truth matters. 
Justice matters. Even 58 years later. Pauline de-
serves both.” It didn’t show this development in the 
movies!

At least two schools in Michigan City, Ind., 
had to close briefly after thieves sawed the cata-
lytic converters off more than 20 school buses. 
Students were forced into “e-learning” (attending 
online). While the official conclusion was “vandal-
ism,” thieves are attracted to catalytic converters 
because of the their precious metals, including plat-
inum, palladium, and rhodium. I read that the latter 
costs far more than gold. I think a lot of thieves are 
after the copper that can easily be sold as scrap. 

The inventor of the “Trump Burger” has been 
detained by Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment — making him the second MAGA-loving 
restaurateur to face deportation. Iyad Muhammad 
Abuelhawa, 55, who owned the original Trump 
Burger restaurant in Bellville, Texas, was arrested 
by ICE agents on June 2. His former business part-
ner, Roland Beainy, was taken into custody by ICE 
a month earlier. Abuelhawa had previously served 
time in federal prison for health care fraud and 
drug misbranding. He is accused of staying in the 
U.S. illegally for the past 16 years despite receiving 
a deportation order in 2009. The man is suffering 
from diabetes and heart issues, and has been denied 
insulin and blood sugar monitoring.

A Texas woman decided that just because her 
fiancé broke up with her didn’t necessarily mean 
the wedding was off. The 42-year-old man returned 
to his home in a suburb of Beverly Hills to find a 
Bath & Body Works gift package containing a photo 
of his ex “holding what appears to be a marriage 
license showing them married and officiated by a 
local reverend.” An accompanying note urged the 
man to phone his ‘wife’. Kristin Marie Spearman, 
36, has now been charged with third-degree felony 
stalking. The couple had obtained a marriage cer-
tificate but then (as far Martin is concerned), they 
broke up. Spearman somehow persuaded Rev. La-
vontis Williams to certify the marriage without the 
groom present. While he can’t change the situation, 
Williams is trying to do his part to make it right, 
namely by paying the $350 for an annulment.

Keep reading between the lines. 

Gene Hauta 

It’s a Strange World
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Freedom Convoy leaders avoid 
jail with conditional sentences

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

“Freedom Convoy” leaders Ta-
mara Lich and Chris Barber have 
received conditional sentences after 
being convicted of mischief for their 
roles in the protest movement that 
blockaded downtown Ottawa with 
thousands of people and hundreds 
of trucks for several weeks in late 
January 2022 to protest vaccine 
mandates and other pandemic mea-
sures.

The protest led to the federal 
government using the Emergencies 
Act for the first time on Feb. 14, and 
a multi-day police operation was 
launched days later to clear Otta-
wa’s core.

In an Ottawa courtroom on Oct. 
7, Justice Heather Perkins-McVey 
sentenced Barber to 12 months 
of house arrest and another six 
months abiding by a strict curfew.

Lich will serve 12 months of 
house arrest and 3.5 months under 
a curfew after getting credit for days 
spent in custody before she was con-
victed.

The Crown was seeking a prison 
sentence of seven years for Lich and 
eight years for Barber.

Lich and Barber were found 
guilty of mischief in April, while 
Barber was also found guilty of an 
additional offence of counselling 
others to disobey a court order. Both 
Lich and Barber were found not 
guilty on charges of intimidation, 
counselling to commit intimidation, 
obstructing police and counselling 
others to obstruct police.

Crown prosecutor Siobhain Wet-
scher was seeking stiff sentences 
for Tamara Lich and Chris Barber
because of the broad community 
harm caused by the three-week 2022 
protest in Ottawa’s downtown core. 
Wetscher said she was seeking these 
sentences because of what Lich and 
Barber did, not because of their po-
litical beliefs.

Wetscher said that while Lich and
Barber may have come to Ottawa 
with noble intentions, they contin-
ued to encourage people to take part 
in the protests even when it became 
impossible for them to ignore the
effect it was having on downtown 
residents and businesses. The pros-
ecutor said that while there are mit-
igating sentencing factors for both 
Barber and Lich, the overall effect 
of the protest outweighs them.

Tamara Lich’s lawyer urged 

the judge to consider the “positive 
things” that came from the convoy 
occupation of downtown Ottawa 
in early 2022 at the sentencing 
hearings. While Justice Heather 
Perkins-McVey acknowledged the 
protest “galvanized” many, she 
noted others had a very different 
experience during the protest. 
Lich has spent 19 days in jail plus 
another 30 for a breach of her bail 
conditions. The lawyer called for 
an absolute discharge. That would 
mean no additional jail time for 
Lich, and no criminal record.

Barber’s lawyer told the court 
she wants an absolute discharge for 
her client because he’s been out on 
bail without incident for the last 3.5 
years. That decision would mean 
Barber would not receive a criminal 
record. The lawyer said “his inten-
tion was not to harm the people of 
Ottawa. It was an unfortunate con-
sequence of what occurred in the 
protest.”

The lawyer said that if On-
tario Court Justice Heather Per-
kins-McVey decides a criminal 
record is necessary, she wanted to
see Barber receive a suspended or 
conditional sentence to be served in 
his home community.

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan endured one of its most destructive 
wildfire seasons in recent history this year, according 
to the Saskatchewan Public Safety Agency’s latest Fire 
Digest. Between January and September 2025, the prov-
ince recorded 481 wildfires—well above the five-year 
average of 418—fuelled by drought, strong winds, and 
an almost complete lack of spring rainfall.

“This year we faced one of our most challenging 
and devastating wildfire seasons ever,” said Marlo 
Pritchard, Saskatchewan’s Fire Commissioner and 
President of the SPSA. “Persistent drought conditions 
and strong winds turned our forests and grasslands into 
tinderboxes, and many of these fires became unstoppa-
ble monsters.”

Among the hardest-hit areas was Denare Beach, 
where the Wolf Fire destroyed numerous homes and 
displaced families. Early forecasts had suggested an 
average start to the fire season, but by mid-May, flames 
were spreading at unprecedented speed. At Besnard 

Lake, one fire ran six kilometres in just 22 minutes, 
pushed by winds exceeding 80 km/h. 

By early June, the SPSA reported that over 30 com-
munities had been forced to evacuate as seven major 
wildfires raged across the province. Thousands of 
homes, cabins, vehicles, and other assets were lost, 
and critical infrastructure was damaged. Firefighters 
worked in grueling conditions, often with little sleep or 
food, to keep the fires from consuming populated areas.

To bolster its response, Saskatchewan brought in 
additional firefighters and aircraft from across North 
America, and later from Mexico and Australia, form-
ing mixed teams that Pritchard described as “tight-knit 
crews who watched each other’s backs like family.” 
While some called for military assistance, Pritchard 
noted that soldiers are typically assigned to post-fire 
cleanup and are not trained to manage the extreme fire 
behaviour that Saskatchewan faced this season.

The commissioner praised the united effort among 
agencies, local governments, and international part-
ners, saying it reflected the “spirit of cooperation that 
defines Saskatchewan.”

Sask. wildfire season was worst on record
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Cooking fires remain Saskatchewan’s 
leading cause of home blazes

Fire Chiefs urge residents to 
check smoke and CO alarms

Plan your escape route during Fire Prevention Week
By

Grasslands News 

October 6–12 marks Fire Prevention 
Week across Canada, and local fire de-
partments from Whitewood to Indian 
Head are reminding residents that being 
prepared before a fire starts can mean 
the difference between a close call and a 
catastrophe.

This year’s national theme, “Fire 
Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape,” empha-
sizes the importance of developing and 
practicing a home fire escape plan. Ac-
cording to the National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA), people may have 
less than two minutes to safely escape a 
burning home once smoke alarms sound.

“Most people overestimate how much 
time they have,” said Whitewood Fire 
Chief Bernard Brule. “Fires today burn 
much faster than they used to because 
of synthetic materials in furniture and 
flooring. Once the smoke alarm goes off, 
you need to act immediately.”

Residents are encouraged to draw a 
simple floor plan of their home, mark-
ing two exits from every room and iden-
tifying a meeting place outside — like a 
tree or mailbox — where everyone can 

gather. Families should practice their 
escape plan twice a year, once in daylight 
and once at night.

Smoke alarms are equally critical. 
Fire officials recommend installing 
alarms on every level of a home, inside 
each bedroom, and outside sleeping 
areas. They should be tested monthly, 
with batteries changed yearly and units 
replaced every 10 years.

Firefighters across the region will 
be visiting schools this week to teach 
children about home fire safety and to 
demonstrate how quickly smoke can 
spread.

“Kids are great at reminding their par-
ents to check alarms,” said Kipling Fire 
Chief Mark Russell. “If they’re learning 
it in school, it’s a good time for families
to practice at home.”

Local departments are also using so-
cial media to share safety tips and vid-
eos on home escape planning. Many, like 
Whitewood and Grenfell, will be hosting 
public tours of their fire halls.

“Having an escape plan isn’t some-
thing we just say for a slogan — it saves 
lives,” added Brule. “Fire won’t wait, but 
being ready gives you the best chance.”

By
Grasslands News 

It’s one of the simplest safety mea-
sures in the home — and one that’s often 
overlooked. Fire departments across 
Saskatchewan are once again urging 
residents to check their smoke and car-
bon monoxide (CO) alarms as part of Fire 
Prevention Week.

According to the Council of Canadian 
Fire Marshals, one in five homes in Can-
ada either lacks a working smoke alarm 
or has one that’s expired or disabled. Sas-
katchewan’s volunteer fire departments 
know firsthand how dangerous that can 
be.

Smoke alarms should be installed on 
every level of a home, including base-
ments, and inside or near all sleeping 

areas. Carbon monoxide alarms are 
equally vital anywhere there’s a fu-
el-burning appliance such as a furnace,
fireplace, or gas stove.

Firefighters refer to CO as the silent
killer for a reason — you can’t see it,
smell it, or taste it. Having an alarm is 
the only way to detect it before it’s too
late.

Firefighters recommend testing 
alarms monthly by pressing the test
button, changing batteries at least once 
a year, and replacing the entire alarm 
after 10 years. Combination smoke/CO 
units are also available and can provide
added peace of mind.

Residents are reminded never to 
remove batteries because of nuisance 
alarms. Instead, relocate the detector or
install a photoelectric model that’s less 
prone to false triggers from cooking.

By
Grasslands News 

Whether it’s a roast in the oven or a 
quick fry on the stove, cooking remains 
the number-one cause of home fires 
across Canada — and Saskatchewan is 
no exception.

Firefighters in communities through-
out the Grasslands News area say most 
kitchen fires they attend begin when 
food is left unattended. People step out of 
the room for ‘just a minute,’ and that’s 
all it takes. Hot oil can ignite in seconds. 
Once the flames hit a cupboard, the 
whole kitchen can go up.

National data shows that nearly 40 
percent of home structure fires start in 
the kitchen, resulting in millions of dol-
lars in property damage annually. Many 
also occur late at night, when people fall 

asleep while cooking.
Firefighters recommend staying in

the kitchen when frying, broiling, or
grilling. If you need to leave, even briefly, 
turn off the burner. Keep flammable ma-
terials like oven mitts, dish towels, and 
paper products away from heat sources.

If a grease fire ignites, never use 
water. Instead, slide a metal lid over the
pan, turn off the burner, and leave the 
cover in place until cool.

Several local departments see at least 
a handful of preventable kitchen fires
each year. They say that it’s usually 
something small that gets out of hand
fast and is totally preventable.

For added safety, install a smoke 
alarm near the kitchen, but not directly
above the stove to avoid nuisance alarms.
Keep a multipurpose fire extinguisher 
within easy reach and ensure everyone
in the household knows how to use it.

Making changes 
to your farm?
• Expanding farmable land
• Fixing drainage issues
• Land use changes
• Fencing

These are all high risk activities when it comes to 
pipeline safety.

You may not think you live near a pipeline, but 
are you 100% sure?

Prevent pipeline incidents by finding out what’s 
below, BEFORE you start your work.

Visit www.clickbeforeyoudig.com to request a 
locate at least 3 days prior.

Safety can be that simple.

Borderland
Moosomin | Rocanville | Whitewood |  Broadview | Grenfell | Maryfield | Kipling

LOCAL HEROES
PROUD TO SUPPORT OURPROUD TO SUPPORT OUR

Broadview, SK

Ph: 306-696-
ecklund.gates@sasktel.net

HATS OFF TO OUR 

LOCAL HEROES



Fire Prevention 
Week Focuses 
on Lithium-Ion 
Battery Safety

Submitted
Grasslands News 

The Government of Saskatchewan and the Saskatch-
ewan Public Safety Agency (SPSA) have proclaimed 
October 5 to 11, 2025, as Fire Prevention Week in the 
province.

The theme for this year’s Fire Prevention Week is 
“Charge into Fire Safety: Lithium-Ion Batteries in Your 
Home.” 

“This week focuses on how important it is to buy, 
charge and recycle lithium-ion batteries safely,” SPSA 
Fire Marshal Wayne Rodger said. “We are all at risk, 
and Fire Prevention Week is a great opportunity to pro-
vide safety education and community outreach on the 
proper use of lithium-ion batteries.”

Lithium-ion batteries store a large amount of energy 
in a small space, and improper use such as overcharg-
ing, using off-brand chargers without safety certifica-
tion, or exposing batteries to damage can result in a fire 
or explosion. The proper disposal and recycling of lith-
ium-ion batteries help prevent environmental hazards 
and reduce fire risks in the home and community.

“To reduce fire risks, look around your home - it 
is important to know which devices are powered by 
lithium-ion batteries,” Rodger said. “Buy only listed 
products, charge devices safely and recycle batteries 
responsibly.”

To learn more about Fire Prevention Week and the 
poster contest visit: www.saskpublicsafety.ca/pub-
lic-education.
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BUSINESS HOURS:

Saturday: 9 a.m. -12 noon, Sunday & Monday - CLOSED

113 Ohlen St., P.O. Box 322, Stockholm, Sask.

Email: stockholmagencies@sasktel.net

Stockholm 
Agencies Ltd.

• Personal Insurance 
• Farm Insurance • Commercial Insurance 

• Hail Insurance • Health Insurance 
• Motor Licence Issuer • Notary Public

Valley View Monuments

THANK YOU to those of 
you who keep us safe. 

HATS OFF TO OUR 

LOCAL HEROES

Most of the electronics we use in our homes
every day are powered by lithium-ion batteries.

In fact, most everything that’s rechargeable
uses this kind of battery.

The listing of specific commercial products or services herein is solely for educational purposes and does not imply endorsement by NFPA, nor discrimination against similar services not mentioned.
nfpa.org/education | ©2025 NFPA®

BUY only listed products. When buying a 
product that uses a lithium-ion battery look 
for a safety certification mark such as UL, 
ETL, or CSA. This means it meets important 
safety standards.

CHARGE devices safely. Always use the cables 
that came with the product to charge. Follow 
the instructions from the manufacturer. Buy 
new chargers from the manufacturer or one 
that the manufacturer has approved.

CHARGE your device on a hard surface. Don’t 
overcharge your device. Unplug it or remove 
the battery when it’s fully charged.

RECYCLE your device or battery at a safe 
battery recycling location. Visit call2recycle.org
to find a recycling spot near you. 

STOP using your device right away if the 
battery smells weird, gets too hot, makes 
popping noises, changes in shape or color. If 
it is safe, move the device away from anything 
that can catch fire. Call 9-1-1.

RECYCLE batteries responsibly. Don’t throw 
lithium-ion batteries in the trash or regular
recycling bins because they could start a fire.

LITHIUM-ION BATTERIES store a lot of energy in a small place. These batteries can overheat, start a fire, or 
explode if overcharged or damaged. By learning how to BUY, CHARGE, and RECYCLE these batteries safely, 
you can help prevent a fire in your home.

X

1-844-GNG-
NEWS

(1-844-464-6397)
Email: 

contact@grasslandsnews.ca
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To Members of the 
Montmartre Fire Department and 

Montmartre First Responders

Thank you for you dedication 
in providing emergency 
services to Montmartre 

and surrounding area. Your 
commitment is greatly 

appreciated.

RM of Montmartre
Council & Staff

We wish to express our appreciation to all 

 re  ghters and  rst responders who serve 

our community so bravely and sel  essly 

around the clock. Thank you all!

The Town  o f  Franc is

would like to thank the community
for your support of our 
local volunteer 
 re department.

Town of 
Francis

111 Main St 
Francis, SK S0G 1V0
306-245-3624

To Members of the 
Montmartre Fire Department and 

Montmartre First Responders

Thank you for you dedication 
in providing emergency 
services to Montmartre 

and surrounding area. Your 
commitment is greatly 

appreciated.

Village of Montmartre
Council & Staff

Heating season sparks safety 
reminders across prairies

By
Grasslands News 

As autumn temperatures drop and 
furnaces roar back to life, Saskatchewan 
fire departments are warning homeown-
ers to think safety first before heating 
season begins in earnest.

Heating equipment is a leading cause 
of residential fires across Canada. Dust 
buildup, chimney obstructions, or worn-
out cords are frequent culprits.

Before firing up the furnace or light-
ing a fireplace, experts recommend a full 
inspection. Have a certified technician 
check your system annually. And if you 
burn wood, get your chimney cleaned 
every year to remove creosote buildup 
— that stuff is like rocket fuel.

Portable space heaters also demand 
caution. They should be placed on solid, 
nonflammable surfaces and kept at least 
one metre (three feet) from bedding, cur-
tains, or furniture. Always plug them di-
rectly into a wall outlet, not an extension 
cord, and turn them off when leaving a 
room or going to sleep.

Residents using fireplaces should dis-
pose of ashes in a metal container with 
a tight-fitting lid, stored outdoors and
away from combustibles. Ashes can stay 
hot for days and easily ignite garbage or 
wood piles.

Heating-related fires tend to happen
late at night, when people are asleep,
making them especially dangerous. That 
is why a working smoke alarm, and a lit-
tle prevention are the best protection.

Sparky

-

RYAN KIEDROWSKI | GRASSLANDS NEWS

RYAN KIEDROWSKI | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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PUBLIC
NOTICE
The Planning and Development Act, 2007

45 Years of Excellence

306-536-0380
 jim@etterseed.com
www.etterseed.com

• Certified Seed Sales
• Grain Buying
• Licensed by Canadian Grain Commision

By Ashley Scarfe
Grasslands News 

An alternative heal-
ing solution will be com-
ing to Balgonie for a 
limited time. Four Gong 
and Sound Bath Therapy 
evenings will be avail-
able at the Seniors 50 
Plus Club. The sessions 
are hosted in partnership 
with the Balgonie Public 
Library and led by Yoga 
and Sound Bath Practi-
tioner Jodi Kreutzer.kj 
The first event striking a 
chord with participants 
was on Wednesday, Oct. 8. 

Gong sound therapy is 
by no means a new prac-
tice – it traces its roots 
back to ancient times. 
In China, Qi Gong in-
corporated sounds for 
healing around 590 to 618 
AD, while in many other 
Asian countries, gongs 
and singing bowls have 
been used for centuries 
for healing, meditation, 
and spiritual practices. 

Despite its ancient ori-
gins, sound bath therapy 
– like yoga – has gained 
popularity in modern 
times. Gong baths use the 
deep vibrations and low 
sounds of the instrument 
to trigger deep relaxation, 
reduce stress, and pro-
mote emotional release. 

It’s these benefits Kreu-
tzer wishes to bring to her 
classes over the coming 
months. 

“Basically, my gong 
is called a Lunar Flare 
Gong,” Kreutzer says. 
“The lunar flare is around 
the moon when it’s full, 
and gives off a sound, or 
resonance. Through tech-
nology and the amazing-

ness of how far we have 
come, mankind managed 
to take that sound and 
put it into this gong. The 
Moon has the power to 
move water on the Earth. 
That’s how powerful our 
moon is. But this sound 
has the same effect on the 
body, so it has the power 
to move water through 
the body.”

Because of these ef-
fects, Kreutzer encour-
ages participants to drink 
lots of water before a 
session to decrease the 
chances of developing de-
hydration.

“You only need 20 min-
utes for the gong,” Kreut-
zer says. “Twenty minutes 
to change on a cellular 
level. That’s why we call 
it a gong bath – because it 
literally washes through 
your entire body.”

Each session with 
Kreutzer consists of mul-
tiple levels of sound. The 
gong is one part of the 
bathing process, as she 
also incorporates brass 

and crystal singing bowls, 
a tuning fork, and a rain 
stick to end the night on a 
note of relaxation.

“The gong lasts up to 
three days,” Kreutzer 
explains. “It has a tran-
sitional period of three 
days, so I always tell peo-
ple to watch for healing 
and things that come up – 
and never judge. The gong 
can wash up thoughts you 
tucked away in the back 
of your head and didn’t 
think you deserved to be 
thinking about. The gong 
will bring those thoughts 
out, so you have to con-
front whatever you are 
hiding or not wanting to 
deal with. So, some people 
work out a lot of stuff.”

During a bath, partic-
ipants are encouraged to 
get comfortable – often 
with blankets, pillows, 
and casual clothing. Com-
fort and relaxation are 
paramount to a successful 
session. While one session 
has its benefits, Kreutzer 

recommends multiple ses-
sions for deeper cleansing 
and healing. 

“For people who can 
meditate, this can take 
them further,” Kreutzer 
says. “If you can get to a 
place where it’s just you 
and you, that’s a sweet 
place.”

While therapies such 
as the one Kreutzer leads 
have been around for 
centuries, practices like 
sound therapy and even 
yoga are becoming more 
mainstream, leading 
to more public aware-
ness of their benefits, as 
well as acceptance of the 
- SEE GONG AND SOUND, 24

Gong and Sound Bath Therapy coming to Balgonie
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CALL: 306-435-3313 |  Moosomin, SK 

www.celebrationford.com 
ONLY AT YOUR FAMILY FORD STORE IN MOOSOMIN, SK!

$135 
WAS $43,900
SALE $35,316
5S078A

ST-LINE

2023 FORD 
EDGE

PANORAMIC ROOF  | GREAT CARGO | 64,000 KMS

WEEKLY | OAC

SAHARA

$162 5T083B

2018 JEEP
WRANGLER

GREAT FOR SNOWBIRDS |  18,000 KMS

WEEKLY | OAC

BIG BEND

$129 5S149A

2023 FORD
  BRONCO SPORT

GREAT FUEL ECONOMY | NO FUSS CARGO | 20,00  KMS

WEEKLY | OAC

SCAN HERE FOR 
MORE INVENTORY

WAS $36,900
SALE $33,844

WAS $36,900
SALE $33,386

SALE ENDS OCT 30, 2025

Millionaires struggle to finish in the win column
By Darcy Gross
Grasslands News 

As a veteran coach, Doug Johnson has 
probably seen his share of rocky starts to 
a season and this year’s SJHL season is 
no exception.

The Melville Millionaires have looked 
like world beaters at times and they’ve 
also struggled at others, but Johnson 
isn’t hitting the panic button just yet.

“We really like our team, but we’re not 
happy with the record,” Johnson said of 
the Millionaires who have recorded two 
wins, three losses, an overtime loss and a 
shootout loss. “There are a few more de-
tours so far this year than we had hoped 
for, but again, we really like this group. 
Every season is different, and we know 
we will get to where we want to be sooner 
rather than later.”

As for solutions to the early season 
woes, the team has to keep their nose 
to the grindstone and strive for consis-
tency.

“Right now the biggest thing we need 
to do is stay focused for 60 full minutes, 
and be mentally strong,” stated Johnson. 
“All of our losses – minus one – we’ve had 
the lead but have blown it.”

Fans of the Millionaires will notice a 
difference in player size to previous sea-
sons, something that’s looking more like 
a happy accident than an actual plan.

“Getting bigger came about generi-
cally, it wasn’t a conscious effort, but 
things started going that way,” Johnson 
told Grasslands News. “We still just want 
to get the best players available, it just 
seems this year they’re bigger.”

The Millionaires currently have 17 
players who stand six-feet tall or taller, 
and while the team doesn’t have as many 
nimble and quick players as they have 
had in past seasons, they should turn out 
to be an effective group.

“How this will all play out is anyone’s 
guess, but we want to be a heavy team 
that creates chaos for the opposition,” 
Johnson added “We’ve seen it in spurts 
and it is really good. We just need more 
consistency with it.”

The Millionaires have added a few 
new players through trades, one for one 
of least season’s top players, who decided 
to take a different route this time around.

The Millionaires traded 20-year-old 
Jadon Iyogun’s rights to the Bonnyville 
Pontiacs for 18-year-old Brayden Gourley 

and future considerations, after Iyogun 
was cut by the BCHL’s Spruce Grove 
Saints.

“Gourley was a pleasant 
surprise addition, since we 
didn’t think we would 
recoup anything when 
Iyogun left,” Johnson 
explained in a pub-
lished report. “After re-
viewing our roster, we 
decided to move Jadon, 
I can say that inter-
nally, we made the de-
cision that anyone who 
leaves the team won’t be 
returning. In return, we’re 
bringing in a talented 2007-born 
forward with junior experience and 
championship pedigree.

“He’s a left-shot centre, which is an 

area we felt needed strengthening. We’re 
very excited about what Brayden brings 
and confident he’ll make our team stron-

ger this season.”
The Millionaires also 
picked up Kale Margolis 

in a trade with the Bat-
tlefords North Stars, 
with the Stars receiv-
ing Raiden Zacharias, 
while the Millionaires 
also receive two second 
round draft picks plus a 

player development fee.
“Margolis is a big for-

ward with a very nice skill 
set, that plays the game the 

right way,” added Johnson. “I 
think our fans already see what kind 

of presence he brings.”
Margolis has also caught the eye of 

league pundits, as he was chosen as the 
Player of the Week, as he had a goal and
five assists in his first three contests
with the Millionaires.

Weyburn Red Wings 4 at
Melville Millionaires 3 (Oct. 4)

Late game penalty trouble cost the
Millionaires in this one, as the Red 
Wings rallied from a 3-2 deficit with two
powerplay goals in the third period to
send 942 fans home with a tough loss.

Captain Boston Harkness, Sam
Laplante and Jackson Lee each dented 
the twine for the Millionaires who trailed 
2-1 after two periods with neither team
scoring in the middle frame.

Grady Carmichael had a pair of help-
ers while Margolis, Leo Jewitt and Pres-
ton Baerwald collected single assists.

The Wings outshot the Millionaires
28-25 with Noah Sinagowitz saddled with 
the loss in net.

The Mils took eight of the game’s 13 
minor penalties.

Melville Millionaires 8 at
Weyburn Red Wings 4 (Oct. 3)

The Millionaires roared out of the
starting gate in this one, scoring five 
unanswered goals in the first period and
cruising to victory.

Margolis led the way for the Mils, 
notching a goal and two assists with 
Harkness earning three set-up points.

Brendan Olson  and Brodie Hicks each
chipped in with a goal and an assist while 
Rylan Oatman had a pair of helpers.

Devon Winder, Ty Janz, Grady Car-
michael, Jackson Lee and Wesley Olson
each lit the lamp with a single.

Riley Craigen, Matthew Edwards, 
Preston Baerwald and Jaden Kokosha
each registered an assist.

Kael Svenson picked up the win be-
tween the posts for Melville as the Mil-
lionaires outshot the Red Wings 43-37.

The Red Wings were whistled for five
of the contest’s nine minor penalties.

The Millionaires will look to climb up
the Bunge Division standings this week-
end as they’ll face off twice with their 
arch rivals, the Yorkton Terriers.

On Oct. 10 the two squads get together 
in Yorkton for the first game of the set,
with the teams doing it all over again on
Oct. 11 at the CN Community Centre.

Game time for both contests is 7 p.m.

Behind the net
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Thank You to these Melville Millionaire supporters,

that made this years Event possible:

1. Snackville & UPS Pickup – Hole Sponsor
2. North 47 Truck & Trailer – Hole Sponsor
3. Lisa Kirkwood – Re/Max Blue Chip Realty – Hole Sponsor
4. Tammy Wandy – Royal Le Page Next Level – Hole Sponsor
5. Francesca Copeman – Century 21 Able Realty – Hole Sponsor
6. Century 21 Able Realty – Hole Sponsor
7. Impact Collision – Hole Sponsor
8. Bailey’s Funeral Home – Melville - Hole Sponsor
9. Prairie Co-op Ltd. – Melville – Hole Sponsor
10. Grassland News – Hole Sponsor
11. Melville Chevrolet Gmc – Melville – Hole Sponsor
12. Future Ford – Melville – Hole Sponsor
13. Cornerstone Credit Union – Melville Branch – Hole Sponsor
14. Bert’s Mechanical – Melville – Hole Sponsor
15. Richardson Pioneer – Melville – Hole Sponsor
16. Queen Street – Plumbing & Heating – Melville – Hole Sponsor
17. Kim’s Independent Grocery – Melville – Hole Sponsor
18. R.H. Electric – Yorkton – Hole Sponsor
19. Fenced Up – Melville – Hole Sponsor
20. Honorable Warren Kaeding MLA – Melville/Saltcoats – Millionaire Supporter
21. Great Western Brewing – Refreshment Provider/Door Prize Donation
22. Access Communications – Door Prize Donation
23. SaskEnergy – Door Prize Donation
24. SaskPower – Door Prize Donation
25. Melville Millionaires – Door Prize Donation
26. Melville Millioniares Booster Booth – Skill Prize Donations
27. RC Inspections/EJW Holdings Ltd. – 50/50 Draw Sponsors
28. Candace Unterschute/Hank Shannon – Door Prize Donations
29. Janice Zwirsky – Door Prize Donation
30. Janice Zwirsky – Skill Prize Cash Donations – Hole # 14
31. Melville Agencies (1974) Ltd.  $10,000 Hole-In-One Sponsor
32. All Golf Participants
33. Hank Shannon / Candice Unterschute & Clubhouse Staff
34. Carson Dennis, Golf Course Superintendent & Staff
35. All the Volunteers who made the day happen
36. Anyone or any individual we may have missed. It certainly was not intentional. Thank you!

The Melville Millionaires thank you for your support

Melville Millionaires AnnualMelville Millionaires Annual

Texas ScrambleTexas Scramble
Golf TournamentGolf Tournament

Held onHeld on

Sept. 21, 2025Sept. 21, 2025
at the Melville Golf & Country Clubat the Melville Golf & Country Club

Thank YouThank You

Melville Curling Club
League Registration 2025-2026 Season

League play starts Nov.10
For information and to Register call:

Leagues:                                                          Contact person:

Senior League  ............................ Doug - 306-743-7552
Co-ed League  .............................. Larry - 306-720-0774
Ladies League  .............................Gerri - 306-730-6467

 Super League   ........................... Shawn - 306-730-7881
 Social League  ...............................Craig - 306-730-8333

Fees:
- Once per week $275.00 plus taxes  

- Two or more times per week 
$300.00 plus taxes

Volunteer 
Registration 
night
Thursday, October 23  - 7 to 9 p.m.

For the 2026 Bunge Prairie Pinnacle and SaskTel Tankard 
Provincial Curling championships January 4th to 11th.

Volunteer for 5 - 5 hour shifts and pay $75.00 to 
receive a volunteer jacket & a full event pass!

PJHL Notebook

Reeder suspended as Storm 
win first of new season

Knox drop first L after 2-0 start

Point-blank shot
-

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Putting pucks into the opposing 
team’s net has not been a problem for 
the Pilot Butte Storm in the early going 
of the 2025-26 Prairie Junior Hockey 
League season.

Keeping them out of their own has 
been another story, and that task became 
a little tougher yet on Sunday when de-
fenceman Zach Reeder was suspended 
two games after receiving a major pen-
alty and game misconduct for kneeing 
in the third period of Saturday’s 7-2 win 
over the Regina Silver Foxes.

Prior to the ejection, Reeder had regis-
tered three points to join newly acquired 
Jett Lamb at the top of the team’s scoring 
race among blue liners.

Reeder’s suspension includes one 
game for the kneeing major and one for 
having received it in the final 10 minutes 
of the game.

As a result, he missed Thursday’s 
game against the Fort Knox and will also 
sit out Sunday’s home date against the 
Assiniboia Southern Rebels.

Now in his third season with Pilot 
Butte, Reeder amassed 65 penalty min-
utes in his first 75 regular season games 
for the Storm but has picked up 27 in 
three games to start this season on six 
minors, a major and a game misconduct.

Saturday’s game not only marked 
Pilot Butte’s first win of the new sched-
ule but also its home opener, with fans 
treated to additional three-point nights 
from Dryden Jeannot, Jaxon Skiftun and 
Kaiyl Knias, along with 18 saves from 

goaltender Keegan Dansereau in his of-
ficial Storm debut.

All Capitals
Home ice advantage was not to be for 

the Fort Knox and Regina Capitals in 
their home-and-home weekend set.

Playing Oct. 3 at Regina’s Al Ritchie 
Arena, the Knox beat the Capitals 5-4 in 
a shootout.

In Saturday’s rematch at Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle’s Prairie Co-op Rexentre, it was the 
Capitals taking the win by a score of 7-6.

Leland Cody, Tanner Wiens, Mason 
Babiuk and Spencer Copeland had the 
Knox’ goals in regulation time Oct. 3 
before River Banks, Madden Wallis and 
Shaden Duliak all scored in the shootout 
to earn the two points.

Saturday the Knox got a pair of goals 
from Josh Heistad and Cooper Buhay, 
and one apiece from Babiuk and Kobe 
Wotta.

Starting goalie Drew Pereyma was 
pulled nine minutes into the second pe-
riod of the Oct. 3 win but was still cred-
ited with the victory, stopping 16 of 18 
shots he faced along the way. Kale Gorski 
stopped 22 of 24 shots in relief that night, 
then gave up seven goals on 35 shots Sat-
urday in the loss.

Next up for the Knox is a Saturday 
road trip to Moosomin to face the expan-
sion Steelhawks, who started their inau-
gural campaign 0-2 after 8-0 and 4-1 road 
losses to Assiniboia.

Results from Thursday’s game against 
the Storm were not available at press 
time.

Ochapowace golfers shine at 2025 FSIN Championships
By Chris Ashfield

Grasslands News 

Ochapowace Nation golfers made their 
community proud at the 2025 FSIN Golf 
Championships, held September 25–30 at 
Moon Lake Golf and Country Club in Sas-
katoon. Competing against dozens of teams 
from across Saskatchewan, Ochapowace 
players showcased skill, teamwork, and 
community spirit throughout the tourna-
ment.

The Ladies Division teed off first on 
September 25 and 26, drawing 26 teams 
from surrounding Nations. Ochapowace’s 
women’s team — Cassandra Taypotat, 
Crystal Bear, Joyce Isaac, and Tabetha 
Bear — played two full days of 18 holes. 
The group’s determination and unity stood 
out as they supported one another on the 
course and represented Ochapowace with 
pride.

The Men’s Division followed on Sept. 27 
and 28, featuring 32 teams. Ochapowace’s 
men’s squad of Valdez Bear, Dustin Bear, 

Sterling Bear, and Everette Bear emerged
victorious, capturing first place in the 1st 
Flight. Their championship win marked 
a major highlight for the Nation at this 
year’s event.

The competition wrapped up Sept. 29
and 30 with the Senior Men’s 50+ Division.
Ochapowace was once again well repre-
sented by Lloyd Bear, Romeo Bear, Rob
Peltier, and Joey Bear, who not only com-
peted strongly but also celebrated a special 
win when Joey Bear earned “Closest to the 
Pin” honours.

In a statement, Ochapowace Sports and
Recreation expressed pride in all partici-
pants, noting that each team exemplified
excellence, teamwork, and dedication. 
“Thank you for representing Ochapowace
Nation with excellence, teamwork, and 
community spirit,” the department shared.

The tournament once again highlighted 
the strength of sport in bringing Nations 
together, while giving Ochapowace golfers 
another reason to stand tall on the provin-
cial stage.
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Melville Millionaires
Jr. A Hockey

Game Schedule
Home/Away Games

 All Games 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated

OCTOBER:
10–
11–
17–
18–
24–
25–
26–
31–

Home/Away Games 
OCTOBER:
12–
15–
18–
19–
24–
29–

Pilot Butte Storm
Game Schedule

Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK

Phone 306-728-2730

• SGI Accredited
• Minor Dents & Scratches 

• Courtesy Car
• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 

• Diesel Dye Pumps

• Tire Repair & Tires • Full Line of Hardware 

& Automotive Supplies

• Minor Automotive Repairs • Feed 

• Bulk Petroleum

• Liquor and Cold Beer • Tobacco Products

MONDAY P.M.
Oct. 6

Team   Pts.

MONDAY COMMERCIAL 
Oct. 6

Team   Pts.

Sept. 30

Team   Pts.

TUESDAY YBC
 Sept. 30

Team   Pts.

THURSDAY YBC
 Oct. 2

Team   Pts.

SATURDAY YBC

Oct. 4

Team   Pts.

Bowling Scores, Standings - Melville Bowl Arena

1-844-GNG-NEWS
printing@gngnews.ca   FREE QUOTES!

CUSTOMIZED SIGN PRINTING

What is the key to the Toronto Blue Jays’ season 
success?

Was it the managing skills of John Schneider? The 
way he handled his pitchers and mapped out his game 
plans?

Was it the guys who wielded the big bats, getting 
timely hits and driving in runs?

To be honest, both of those things were definitely 
factors, but the biggest factor was the addition of new 
hitting coach, David Popkins.

Popkins came over to the Jays prior to this season 
and his influence has been the main factor in the Jays 
resurgence.

What was once a team of guess hitters who swung 
for the fences with reckless abandon, has now become a 
team that wears out the opposition and lives by making 
contact.

They went from being a fragile team that looked dif-
ferent every night out to a ball club that just keeps com-
ing, every pitch, every at-bat and every inning.

They went from a team that was completely hopeless 
if they fell behind, to a team that was relentless in com-
ing back, stringing together hard hit balls, and just try-
ing to barrel them up, not knock them out of the park.

Prior to the start of the season, this scribe’s name 
could be added to the list of supposed pundits who didn’t 
think the Jays had the personnel to get to the playoffs, 
let alone beat out the Boston Red Sox and the New York 
Yankees for the American League East crown.

I’m pretty sure that I said there were a bunch of To-
ronto players who were washed and included in that 
group were the aging George Springer and catcher Ale-
jandro Kirk.

Well, under Popkins’ tutelage, Springer looked more
like a spring chicken, having what may end up being 
his best season ever, batting over .300 for much of the 
season and looking like he’d had about 10 un-birthdays.

Kirk has also looked great this summer, hitting for 
power and average and being a threat to drive in a run 
or hit one out every single at-bat.

Look at some of the other guys on the team who have 
had great seasons. It wasn’t by accident that Addison 
Barger, Ernie Clement and Vladdy Guerrero have had 
tremendously impactful seasons.

Popkins hitting philosophy is based on a couple of 
things: creativity and damage.

Popkins has instilled in the Blue Jays’ hitters, that 
there are many ways to score runs, and they need to 
use every one of them to score and in turn, win games.

That’s how the damage begins, but as we’ve seen in 
the first two games of the American League Champion-
ship Series, this team just keeps grinding out quality 
at-bats and moving guys over, and they seem to believe 
that as long as they do the right things, the home runs 
will come.

After two shellackings by the Blue Jays over the 
Yankees, everyone in baseball now knows what Cana-
dians have known for a couple of months now – the Jays 
are a really good team!

Whether they’ll be able to close the Yankees out,
we’re not sure – since this was written on Monday, but 
if they win, Popkins will have had a gigantic role in it.

It’s difficult to say he was the sole reason for the 
turnaround the Jays have experienced, but certainly 
he’s had a huge role in building this club into the offen-
sive juggernaut it’s become.

Along the way, Schneider has become a more patient
manager, knowing how to handle a pitching staff and 
knowing when to stand up for his players.

The pitching staff has improved, with the emergence 
of ALCS game 2 starter Trey Yesavage and the deal that 
brought Shane Bieber to Toronto, along with some ter-
rific innings from Louis Varland.

The only question that remains is if the Toronto
Blue Jays, with the hearts of an entire nation behind 
them, can get back to the World Series and maybe even 
win it.

If they can get past the favoured Yankees, it could 
happen.

If they can’t close the Yankees out after throttling 
them in the first couple of games, it will probably be 
due to mistakes or from taking their foot off the gas 
pedal.

Now isn’t the time for shrinking violets, now is the 
time to let it all hang out.

Go Jays!

Sports column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct Williams trade paying off for Bruins
Bombers remain unbeaten

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Pop quiz: How do you spell “fleeced”?
If you said it starts with “Battlefords” and ends with 

“North Stars” you’re absolutely right.
The centrepiece of the return in an offseason trade 

that sent 20-year-old centre Kent Moors to Battlefords 
from the Estevan Bruins, fellow over-age forward Rylan 
Williams is helping rewrite the book on lopsided trades.

Williams had an assist Saturday in Estevan’s 4-3 
overtime loss to the hometown La Ronge Ice Wolves and 
then scored the OT winner Sunday as Estevan won the 
rematch 3-2.

The weekend performance helped Williams extend 
his lead atop the Saskatchewan Junior Hockey League 
scoring race with five goals and eight assists for 13 
points in the Bruins’ first eight games.

Estevan acquired Williams in July along with 2006-
born defenceman Alex Scheck, 2005-born blue liner 
Logan Goodwin and 2006-born goalie Dylan Adams.

Goodwin - a former Melville Millionaire - has five 
points in four games for Estevan to date, while Scheck 
has two points in five games and Goodwin has an .898 
save percentage in six appearances for the Bruins.

Moors, meanwhile, returned to the Sherwood Park 
Crusaders of the BCHL where he has four points in five 
games to start the 2025-26 season.

Bombers Keep Soaring
The Flin Flon Bombers remain the SJHL’s only unde-

feated team after a pair of home wins over the Warman
Wolverines.

Flin Flon beat Warman 4-2 on Oct. 3 and 4-3 in a 
shootout Saturday to earn the Bombers’ sixth win in as 
many games to start the season.

Those results helped the Bombers maintain the
fourth spot in the Canadian Junior Hockey League’s
national Top 20 rankings which were announced Mon-
day morning.

The Nipawin Hawks were the only other SJHL team
to crack the list, making their debut at No. 16, while 
the Manitoba Junior Hockey League’s Selkirk Steelers 
topped the list for the second straight week.

Sitting Out
Among the six suspensions handed out by the SJHL

between Sept. 28-Oct. 4 was a one-gamer handed to 
Humboldt Broncos’ forward Sheldon Alexander.

The 2006-born forward was disciplined for a kneeing 
major he was assessed during a Sept. 27 game against
the Millionaires.

Centennial Site
Hockey Canada and the CJHL announced Oct. 3 

that Summerside, P.E.I. will host the Centennial Cup
national junior A championship for the fourth time in 
2026.

This year’s tournament is scheduled for May 7-17
and will mark the sixth time the national title has been 
decided on Prince Edward Island.

P.E.I. previously hosted at Charlottetown in 1971 and
2003, along with Summerside in 1989, 1997 and 2013.

Fort Knox Hockey
Game Schedule

Home/Away Games 
OCTOBER:
11–
14–
17–
19–
24–
26–
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Balcarres
Agencies Ltd.

Off ering a wide selection of products and expertise 

• Personal Insurance   • Commercial Insurance
    • Specialty Products    • Agri-Business

216 Main St. Balcarres, SK
Phone: 306-334-2401   Fax: 306-334-2705

Email: balcarresagencies@sasktel.net
www.balcarresagencies.saskbrokers.com

Phone 306-332-4666     1-800-563-4608   
122 Company Ave. S., Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

For all your Insurance needs!

Representing: • SGI Canada
• Wawanesa • SMI • Wynward Insurance Company

• Germania Mutual • Aviva • Oasis • Intact
• HUB Life and Financial Services

• Portage Mutual • Group Medical Services
• Red River Mutual and Many More.

• Saskatchewan Blue Cross
• SGI Motor License Issuer

BOCK & COMPANY
LAW OFFICE

LYNNETTE BOCK, B.A., J.D.

PHONE: (306) 745-3952

FAX: (306) 745-6119

Rocanvile, Friday Afternoons

Phone: (306) 645-4552

$10*/week *Must be prepaid, plus GST, 

A plan for living

 RRC, EPC 

Baran & Company 
 CPA Professional Coporation (Accountants)

1850 McAra Street

Regina, Saskatchewan

S4N 6C4

Tel: 306-352-2522

Fax: 306-352-2886

Email: baran@lbaran.com

PROFESSIONALS DIRECTORY

PRAIRIE STRONG
Chartered Professional Accountants

www.prairiestrong.ca

Melville
306-728-4525

Esterhazy
306-745-6611

Grenfell
306-697-3558

Whitewood
306-735-2385

Balcarres
306-334-2923

Indian Head
306-695-2303

Fort Qu’Appelle
306-332-6651

Ituna
306-795-3190

Nicholas Smiatek,

 HALFORD LAW OFFICE HALFORD LAW OFFICE
PROF. CORP.PROF. CORP.

Barrister and SolicitorBarrister and Solicitor

306-728-4581

Fisher

WE’RE HIRING!

Contact Bryan for inquiry’s
306-697-7219
Kruegersplumbing@sasktel.net

Krueger’s Plumbing 
Grenfell, Sask.

immediate opening for a new team member. 

Schedule: Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

experience.

North Valley footballers clinch top seed
Cobras remain unbeaten; Griffins extend streak to four

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

The North Valley Eagles will finish 
first in the Saskatchewan High Schools 
Athletic Association’s 1A football six-
aside Conference 2 after beating the Car-
rot River Wildcats 72-24 in Carrot River 
on Oct. 3.

The win improved the Lemberg 

school’s record to 5-0 and handed the 
Wildcats (4-1) their first loss of the sea-
son as both teams headed into their final 
week of regular season action.

Carrot River played Viscount on Tues-
day while North Valley, which clinched 
the standings tiebreaker over the Wild-
cats, travelled to St. Brieux on Thursday.

Playoff opponents and dates for the 
conference will be established in the 

coming days.

Cobras Top Yorkton
The Melville Cobras also remained 

unbeaten in 2025 with a 59-14-win Oct. 2 
over the Yorkton Sacred Heart Raider 
Gridders.

Melville sat atop the 4A nine-aside 
Conference 3 standings at 4-0 with the 
win, ahead of this week’s (Thursday) 
game against Foam Lake (4-1) in a con-
test whose result held the possibility of 
determining the conference’s top seed 
come playoff time.

Results from that game were not avail-
able at press time.

The Cobras will finish their regular 
season Oct. 17 with a visit to Broadview.

First Win for Broncs
In 4A nine-aside Conference 2 play, 

the Indian Head Broncs won their first
game of the season Oct. 3 with a 28-10 vic-
tory over the hometown Vanier Vikings 
in Moose Jaw, while the Fort Qu’Appelle 
Bisons lost their third in a row, falling
66-14 on home turf to undefeated Lums-
den.

The Broncs and Bisons are scheduled
to conclude their regular seasons this af-
ternoon with a game at Indian Head.

And Balgonie’s Greenall Griffins im-
proved to 4-1 with a 45-6 home win Oct. 2
over the Estevan Elecs at Regina’s Leibel 
Field.

With the win, the second-place Grif-
fins extended their 5A 12-aside winning 
streak to four games, trailing only Moose 
Jaw’s undefeated Central Cyclones (5-0).

Greenall will close its regular season
Saturday when it hosts Swift Current at
6 p.m.

Submitted By Daniel Alspach
Grasslands News 

Melville Comprehensive School 
hosted the East Central District Athletic 
Association’s Cross Country Champi-
onship at the Melville Golf and Country 
Club on Thursday, Oct. 2.  The event saw 
over 450 runners from around the area 
compete in categories that ranged from 
Under 9 to Over 16.  The event was a qual-
ifier for the Saskatchewan High School 
Athletic Association’s Provincial Cham-
pionships being held at Deer Park Golf 
Course in Yorkton on Saturday, Oct. 11.

MCS had a small contingent of se-
nior runners take part in distance runs 
that ranged from 2 km for U9-U13, 3 km 
for U14 & U15 to the longest run, 4 km, 
that the U16 and O16 athletes take part 
in.  The Cobras posted very good results 
as Nash Wandy and Gradey Halyk won 
Gold in the U14 and U16 Boy’s categories.  
Brynn Alspach finished with a bronze 
medal in the U16 Girls division.  Jesse 
Mucha finished sixth and Kyron Ball fin-
ished seventh in their divisions.  Nash, 
Gradey, Brynn and Jesse will compete in 
the High School Championship this com-
ing Saturday with their top ten finishes.  

“It was a rewarding day to see all the 
athletes enjoy the beautiful weather and 
compete on our course.  The terrain of 
the golf course and reservoir area cre-
ated some unique and challenging run-
ning conditions.  We were fortunate to 
have cooperation with the golf course 

and the city for our event. A shout out to 
Hank and the golf course staff who looked 
after food services.  I would like to thank 
Stuart Wilson and Don Coleman for their 
assistance in setting up the course.  We 
also had great support of our East Cen-
tral coaches and many other volunteers 
who stepped up where needed on the day 
of the event.”

Cross Country Championship held in Melville

Running
Over 450 runners converged in Melville 

for the East Central District Athletic As-

at the Melville Golf and Country Club on 

Thursday, Oct. 2.
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Small Engine 
REPAIR

Melville, SK 

306-607-5460

Lawn Mower 
& Snow Blower 

Tune-ups 
  & Repair

12 Livingstone St., Yorkton, SK

306.782.6556   |  1.888.782.6556   

carpet1yorkton.com

Everything for your home under one roof.

Home  - Home  - Kitchen - BathKitchen - Bath

Jim Anderson

Cell: 1-306-621-6372

Mr T’s Plumbing
and Heating

Todd Th rossell
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed Gas Fitter

813 Desmond St.,
P.O. Box 296,
Grenfell, SK

S0G 2B0

Ph.: 1-306-697-2727
Cell: 1-306-697-7749
mrtsph@sasktel.net

Serving Fort Qu’Appelle and area for over 25 years

J&V ELECTRIC
Jamie Sebastian
Owner/Journeyman
Box 2388, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK S0G 1S0
jsebastian@sasktel.net
306
306-331-8827 Cell

P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g
F latLand

Whitewood, SK.

Phone: 306-735-4328
flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Whitewood, SK

for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group

1-844-GNG-NEWS

CONTRACTORS + HOME DIRECTORY

With This Ad Receive

Any Regular Priced
Clothing or Accessory.

Monday to Friday. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

117 - 3rd Ave. West,

Melville, SK

306-728-5493

Will new budget framework 
require GST increase?

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Government of 
Canada Finance Minister 
Francois-Philippe Cham-
pagne is scheduled to de-
liver Budget 2025-26 on 
Nov. 4.  Prior to the elec-
tion of the present Liberal 
government under Mark 
Carney, budgets were 
usually released in the 
spring followed by a fall 
economic statement.

This change in the tim-
ing of the budget is part 
of the government’s new 
Capital Budgeting Frame-
work, which will also 
separate day-to-day op-
erational spending from 
capital investment. 

Champagne says the 
new accounting frame-
work will “provide more 
focus” for Parliamentari-
ans so they can make deci-
sions involving “spending 
less so we can invest 
more.”

“People will have more 
transparency and clarity 
about how much we’re 
spending in day-to-day 
operations of government 
salaries and other things, 
as well as see the shift that 
we need to do towards cap-
ital investments.”

Spending considered 
day-to-day operational  
will include health and so-
cial transfers and the cost 
of running government 
operations like employee 
salaries and benefits. 

The finance minister 
has stated that the gov-
ernment is committed to 
balancing the operational 
budget over the next three 
years with the only de-
tail (as to how this will 
be done) being the gov-
ernment plans to reduce 
spending by up to 15 per 
cent by 2028. 

Champagne did state 
the new accounting 
framework will “provide 
more focus” for Parlia-
mentarians so they can 
make decisions involving 
“spending less so we can 
invest more.”

Capital investments 
include funds the federal 
government will direct to-
wards major projects such 
as ports and pipelines, 
along with investments to 

grow the housing stock.
Senior government 

sources with the Depart-
ment of Finance said this 
new framework will “en-
hance – not replace – ex-
isting financial reporting, 
while providing a clearer 
picture of the investments 
that strengthen Canada’s 
economy.”

The federal govern-
ment said this new frame-
work will help guide 
decisions as it prioritizes 
capital investments that 
generate long-term bene-
fits for Canadians – such 
as major projects, hous-
ing, clean energy and in-
frastructure – help grow 
the economy and attract 
private investment.

Former parliamentary 
budget officer Kevin Page, 
who is now the President 
of the Institute of Fiscal 
Studies and Democracy at 
the University of Ottawa, 
says the shift allows prov-
inces, territories and mu-
nicipalities “to better plan 
their budgets” by provid-
ing more information on 

what the government is 
going to do with federal 
transfers and if there will 
be changes to the tax base. 

In the event officials 
need to find a way to off-
set expected increases in 
spending,  the Business 
Council of Canada, a 
group of Canadian finan-
cial and business leaders, 
is urging Ottawa to con-
sider raising the Goods 
and Service Tax as a 
means of paying down the 
deficit and funding more 
spending. 

“While divided on the 
‘if,’ the experts were re-
markably aligned on the 
‘how.’ If the government 
must raise revenue, there 
is an overwhelming con-
sensus that it should use 
the GST, because it is the 
least distortionary op-
tion,” the report said.

Conservative members 
repeatedly questioned 
when the full budget 
would be balanced, not 
just the operational ex-
penses and stated the 
finance minister was 

“cooking the books,” and 
stating, “Debt is still debt 
at the end of the day – 
doesn’t matter how many 
columns you try to pres-
ent to Canadians and try 
to trick them.”

The federal govern-
ment has not released a 
budget since April 2024 
under former prime min-
ister Justin Trudeau. 

The parliamentary 
budget officer has esti-
mated a sharp increase 
in the deficit to $68.5 bil-
lion when the budget is 
released.

VILLAGE OF KILLALY
FORM H

[Section 66 of the Act]

Notice of Call for Nominations
(Municipal Elections)

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office of:

Councillor: Village of Killaly
Number to be Elected: 1 (One)

will be received by the undersigned on the 29th day of 
October, 2025, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Village of 
Killaly Office located at 56 Railway Avenue in Killaly, 
Saskatchewan, and during regular business hours on 
October 15th to October 22nd, 2025, at the Village of 
Killaly Office located at 56 Railway Avenue in Killaly, 
Saskatchewan.
Nomination packages may be obtained during regular 
office hours at: 

Village of Killaly - 56 Railway Avenue
Killaly, Saskatchewan 

Dated this 9th day of October, 2025.
Audrey Ulmer

Returning Officer

VILLAGE OF GLENAVON

The Tax Enforcement Act

The Tax Enforcement 
Act

Dated this 3rd day of October, 2025. Brittany Knoll, Administrator
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Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
238 - 3rd Ave. E.   

Office Ph. 306-728-2551
Office Hours: Mondays 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clergy: Deacon Kevin Prouten

www.stpaulsmelville.ca
Sunday, Oct. 12:

2:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Worship at 
St. Paul’s w/Holy Communion 

No Sunday School
Thursday, Oct. 16:

MACC  Com Outreach Supper
at Good Shepherd

*  *  *
–– at Neudorf/Lemberg --

Sunday, Oct. 12:
 *9 a.m. Worship at Trinity, Lemb
*11 a.m. Worship at Christ, Neud                                                                                        

ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH

306-720-0589
*Services Every Second Sunday
Oct. 12: 10:30 a.m. Worship

                                                                                       

FIRST UNITED CHURCH
5th Ave. E. & King St.

Rev. Brian Mee, 306-335-7611
website: firstunitedmelville.org

Sunday, Oct. 12: 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

with Ray Yost
Tuesday, Oct. 14: 

3:30 p.m. Council Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 16: Free

Com. Supper at Good Shepherd                                                                                    

(A Church with a Caring Heart)
 800 Prince Edward St.
Melville Comm. Works)  

Ph. 306-728-2347 
Pastor Tim Oehler

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. Pre-service Prayer

10:00 a.m. Coffee and Welcome
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
www.melvilleriverchurch.org

Facebook @melvilleriverchurch
Recorded messages 

posted online                                                                                     

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

258 - 10th Ave. W. 
Ph. 306-728-3971

Pastor Ronald Shumba 
facebook.com/gslcmelville

Oct. 16: 5 p.m. MACC Supper
at Good Shepherd

Oct. 11: 10 a.m. Men’s Coffee Chat
Oct. 12: 9:15 a.m. Choir

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Oct. 14: 9:30 a.m. Ladies Day                                                                                        

Fr. Basil Malowany
basilmalowany@gmail.com 

306-540-5102
Saturday, Oct. 11:

4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Sunday, Oct. 19:

11:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy                                                                                        

th Ave. W.
Office Ph. 306-728-5022 

Pastor Jon Pettinger
Associate Pastor: Jesse Darby

Sunday:  
Connections at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Service at 11 a.m.

Online services can be found at:  
www.melvillebaptist.com                                                                                    

5th Ave. W. & Queen St. 
Church Office Ph. 306-728-5001

Sunday, Oct. 12: 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service                                                                                      

CATHOLIC CHURCH
729 Main St. – Office 

Ph. 306-728-5702
Res. Ph. 306-728-2305

111 - 8th Ave. W.
Father Melchor Samonte
Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.               
Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.                                                                                        

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church - Canada) 

 502 - 4th Ave. W. – Church Office 
Ph. 306-728-5689

Email: zlcpastor@myaccess.ca
www.zionlutheranmelville.com

Sunday, Oct. 12: 
Divine Service

Church of the Lutheran Hour 
heard Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

on 940 CJGX Radio, Yorkton
                                                                                        

NEW LIFE 

Worship

Wednesday Kids Club - 3:30 p.m.
                                                                                     

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Youth Group – 7 p.m.

Rev. Dr. James R. Graham
                                                                                    

ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Tomy Mandapathil
Sunday, Oct. 12

9:00 a.m. Mass Service
                                                                                   

Sunday, Oct. 12: 
10:30 a.m. Thanksgiving Worship

with The Rev. Cheryl Johnson
                                                                                  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WAPELLA

Sunday, Oct. 12: 
No Worship Service

                                                                                  
WHITEWOOD 

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, Oct. 12: 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
                                                                                  

LUTHERAN 
417 3rd Street South

*Sunday Services 10 a.m.*
email: pipestoneparish@sasktel.net                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave. — 306-736-2237
email: kwpc@sasktel.net

*Services Held 1st and 3rd Sundays
at 9:30 a.m. Minister will vary*

                                                                                   

701 3rd Street - 306-736-8992
Website: kiplingpeopleschurch.com
Pastors: Kevin & Merodee Hassler
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Ministry
                                                                                   

ST. ANNE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
418 First St., Kipling

306-538-2163
Saturday, Oct. 11:

Mass 5:00 p.m.
                                                                                   

400 3rd St. South, Kipling
306-736-2447, Doris

306-424-2604, George
*Worship Service 11:00 a.m.*

                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave.
(in Kipling United Church)

Sunday Worship 
in person 11:30 a.m.

Lay Person/Service Leader
306-736-2479

bkbernat@gmail.com                                                                                   

309 3rd. St. South, Kipling
306-736-2421

parklandagc@sasktel.net

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Mom’s Group
                                                                                   

Melville Churches Melville Churches 

Whitewood & Area 
Churches 

Indian Head Church 

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

801 Buxton St. - Indian Head, SK
306-695-3838

*Sunday Services 11 a.m.*
*Family Play Group – 

Mondays, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon
*Living with Cancer Support Group

2nd Tuesday of the Month
                                                                                   

Churches 

Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube 

and will be livestreamed
306-900-0600

Fort Qu’Appelle – valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

194 Bay St., Fort Qu’Appelle
Rev. Jo Mader, 306-332-4455

Sunday School & Service 10:30
Hear the Gospel, sing the faith, feel the 

family fellowship. Facebook Live. 
Growing in Faith Together 
Visit a Church of Your Choice

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Canadian Library 
Month has begun and 
Whitewood Southeast Re-
gional Library is celebrat-
ing the month with their 
invitation “Let’s Be So-
cial” @whitewoodlibrary 
#notthe libraryyoure-
member and Broadview 
school students will cel-
ebrate with visits to the 
library. 

Librarian Erica Dun-
can has outdone herself 
with an abundance of so-
cial events for all ages. 

Whitewood
Chill Vibes Hangout 

began on Thursday, Oct. 
2 but don’t worry if you 
missed this as there is 
another one coming on 
Thursday, Oct. 30 from 
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  

Kid Zone is Tuesday’s 

drop-in from 3:30 – 4:30 
p.m. and will be Oct. 14 
and Oct. 28.  Help build 
the Lego haunted house 
for Halloween! All pro-
grams are free to attend 
but children under six 
years old must be accom-
panied by an adult within 
the library.

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Needlecraft Group also 
meets on Thursday at 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. where you 
can join to share ideas 
and showcase your sew-
ing, crochet, knitting and 
embroidery projects. This 
will take place on Oct. 9 
and Oct. 23.  You must reg-
ister for these gatherings 
due to limited seats and 
tables.  

During Sask Library 
Week that takes place 
from Oct. 12 to 18, Betty 
McGillvary will be talking 
about her book ‘Fun is 

what you make of it’ at the 
Author Event in White-
wood library on Oct. 16 
from 2 – 4 p.m. McGillva-
ry’s book is a collection of 
funny short stories from 
her years of teaching and 
other lessons she learned 
in life. Light refreshments 
will be available.

Library on Location 
will also take place this 
week at Just Craftin’ 
Around, the trade show 
on Oct. 18. from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Whitewood 
Community Centre. Stop 
and visit the library booth 
amongst many others.  

Chair Yoga will take 
place on Oct. 21 from 1 to 2 
p.m. This yoga is suitable 
for everyone. Try this 
easy activity with lots of 
health benefits. No experi-
ence or special gear is nec-
essary, but registration is 
required due to limited 

seats. Yoga will be led by 
Corinne Sippola.  

The Storytime Social is 
Oct. 27 at 10:30 a.m. Join 
the librarian for stories 
and playtime.

Further information 
about the Whitewood li-
brary can be found by call-
ing 306-735-4233, emailing 
whitewood@southeastli-
brary.ca or look on their 
Facebook or website at 
www.southeastlibrary.
ca for databases and e-re-
sources. 

 Broadview
The Southeast Regional 

Library in Broadview 
is hosting Chill Vibes 
Hangout every Friday at 
3:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. 
Snacks are available and 
activities such as Lego, 

coloring, board and card 
games, DIY sewing and 
embroidery or DIY friend-
ship bracelets are avail-
able to pick from. If you 
play all three board games 
– Smash Up, Flick ‘Em 
Up and Splendor during 
Wednesdays or Fridays 
in October, November 
and December, you win a 
special prize. The games 
are suitable for teens and 
adults. 

Every Wednesday 
morning in October, 
there will be class visits 
from Broadview school 
students (Bandits) to cel-
ebrate Library Month and 
Saskatchewan Library 
Week. 

Friday, Oct. 17 is Story-
time where children 5 and 

under can visit with their 
caregiver to enjoy stories 
or play opportunities with 
the children. This is held
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

The Book Club for Oc-
tober 2025 is featuring The
Paragon Hotel by Lyndsay
Faye. The meeting date
and location will be con-
firmed soon. Remember –
new members are always
welcome.  

Further information
regarding Broadview li-
brary and events can be
obtained by calling 306-
696-2414, emailing broad-
view@southeastlibrary.ca 
or look on their Facebook
or website at www.south-
eastlibrary.ca where e-re-
sources are available even
when the library is closed.

October events are plentiful for Library Month
Let’s Be Social and visit the library

Mad Hatters attend tea party
By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

A delegation of the Val-
ley Gems, the Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle chapter of the Crown 
Jewels, a national social 
club for women, attended 
an Alice in Wonderland 
themed party in Regina 
last week. 

The women who usu-
ally wear red hats to their 
get togethers dressed as 
characters from the book 
by Lewis Carroll. 

“Five of us drove into 
Regina wearing our cos-
tumes. It was a fun day,” 
said Jenny Melancon, 
queen of the local chapter, 
who went dressed as the 
Queen of Hearts. 

“It was meant to be 
our Christmas party. Our  
members are seniors and 
they come from all over, 
places like Montmartre 
and Grenfell. They don’t 
like driving in winter, so 
we held it now. We had 
about 100 who showed 

Fun for all!
Jenny Melancon dressed as the Queen of Hearts at 

the Alice in Wonderland themed party.  

up,” Melancon said. 
When members get 

together their only obli-

gation according to the 
club’s rules is to cheer 
each other up. 
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CLASSIFIEDS
ONE AD, SIX NEWSPAPERS: All classified ads appear in the Fort Qu’Appelle Times, Indian Head-Wolseley News, Kipling Clipper, Melville Advance, Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun and Quad Town Forum 

–Karen, Darren and Kent Horsman

306-260-
7447

PAYING CASH

Published FridaysPublished Fridays
grasslandsnews.ca 1-844-GNG-NEWS

CLASSIFIED RATES
(based on 25 words or less)

1 week: $15.00 • 2 weeks: $20.00 • 3 weeks: $25.00 • 4 weeks: $30.00 
Additional weeks: $7.50 • Deadline: Tuesdays at 12 noon

1-844-GNG-NEWSObituary Deadline Tuesdays 12 Noon

You remain anonymous.

CRIMINALS 

Working to make our communities safer for over 25 years.

online at www.saskcrimestoppers.com
Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS

subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca

SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Help keep your 
community’s 
history alive.

Robert Gordon Johnson 
was born May 29, 1964, in 
Whitewood, SK, to Gordon and 
Irene (Stevenson) Johnson.

Rob grew up in Whitewood 
and was very active in sports, 
especially hockey. He loved 
their horses, learning to ride 
at the tender age of 3.5 years.  
He graduated from Whitewood 
School in 1982 and moved 
to Regina, where he tried his 
hand at a few jobs - a Sears 
delivery driver, masonry and in 
the oil patch.  He then became 
involved in the world of communications through the sale 
and distribution of satellite dishes for the residential market.

In 1987, Rob met a young gal from New Zealand and 

new path in life!  He loved the country and decided to 
return there and make it his home for the next 38 years. Rob 
had a very successful career. Building on the experience 
gained in satellite communications, Rob began work as a 

he was appointed Regional Sales Manager and eventually 

Although Rob never had any children, he showered his 
love on three very special dogs; his love for his pets was 
huge. In later years, his love of horses emerged again, and 
he invested in a race horse. He loved that horse and expe-
rienced great joy watching him race!

Rob became ill in 2018 and, sadly, that slowed him down 
at work.  Even though he was very sick, he tried to enjoy his 
life as much as he could, spending happy times with friends 

was blessed to have wonderful family and friends whom he 

Rob passed away Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025, in the 
Regina General Hospital. He leaves to cherish his memory, 
his sister, Laurie; an aunt, Olga (Wes) Stevenson; as well 
as numerous cousins and friends.

Rob’s heart was as big as the ocean - he will be missed.
A life well lived is a precious gift of hope, strength and 

grace from someone who has made our world a brighter, 

smiles and sometimes tears, with friendships formed, good 
times and shared laughter through the years. A life well 
lived, a legacy of joy and pride, a living, lasting memory, 
grateful hearts will treasure.

Rob’s life was celebrated Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025 at the 

Arrangements were entrusted to Matthews Funeral 
Home, Whitewood and Melville.

Obituary Robert Gordon Johnson
May 29, 1964 - Sept. 14, 2025 Card of Thanks

Services
Indian Head Library

OPEN HOURS

WEDNESDAY

New Hours

FRIDAY

CLOSED Monday and Sunday

Auctions

2S Auctioneers

Coming Event
Kennedy Community 

Hall Board 

Holiday Fundraiser
Saturday, Nov. 15, 2025

*  *  * 

*  *  * 

For tickets or more 
information contact

306-435-2588

Alcoholics Anonymous

Call Alcoholics Anonymous

306-545-9300

Coming Event
Oct. 15 to 18

Rummage Sale

Pie and coffee will be available 
Wednesday to Friday

For Rent

Help Wanted

$ Paying Cash $

Province Wide

AGPRO - BUYING:
FEED BARLEY &

HEATED CANOLA
For Bids, Call/Text:

306-873-0481 
or visit: 

agproseeds.com
AGPRO MARKET 

REPORT:
Farmers, call to 

sign up for 
Free Today!

REGINA COIN CLUB
NEXT COIN & 
STAMP SALE

Saturday Oct. 18th 
10am-5pm

Sunday Oct. 19thth 
10am-3pm

REGINA CANADIAN
ITALIAN CLUB

2148 Connaught St. 
at 13th Ave

reginacoinclub@
gmail.com

www.reginacoinclub.ca
www.facebook.com/

ReginaCoinClub
BUY, SELL  

SILVER & GOLD

Place a Classified 
and it will appear in 

6 newspapers
at one cost

email: production2@
grasslandsnews.ca
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Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Vases,
Cemetery Inscriptions and Cremation Urns.

FULLY GUARANTEED – LICENSED AND BONDED

See Our

Large Display

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

“Treating Your Family like a part of
Ours for 4 Generations”

Raymond and Crystal Bailey,
Don Klus and Len VargaCAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales
• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

Dennis Temple 306-332-1335

or 306-728-8197

Licensed and Bonded

DIRECTORY 

ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group

1-844-464-6397

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

FUNERAL + MONUMENT DIRECTORY

Keith Hawken  306-695-2479
Michael Rey 306-901-7440
Laurie Rey 306-901-7000

mrey@sasktel.net

Cemetery Memorials • In Cemetery Lettering
Memorial Levelling  • Memorial Restoration 

Dale’s Painting
306-728-4392

602 - 8th Ave. W.

Melville

Melville RCMP stop stolen vehicle; arrest two
By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

Melville RCMP officers 
located and stopped a sto-
len vehicle that led to the 
arrest of two people on 
Oct. 5 after fleeing from 
police.

On Oct. 2, Lumsden 
RCMP received a report 
of a stolen SUV. RCMP 
say the investigation de-
termined an unknown 
individual or individuals 
stole the vehicle from the 
driveway of a residence in 
Regina Beach.

The RCMP report that 
officers continued look-
ing for the vehicle and fol-
lowing up on information 
received about its where-
abouts. 

Social media listed sev-
eral reports of the stolen 
vehicle being spotted over 
the weekend in the Es-
terhazy, Moosomin, and 
Whitewood areas.

On Sunday, Melville 
RCMP received a report 
that the teal 1984 Ford 
Bronco was located near 
Melville. RCMP reported 
the officers located the ve-
hicle on Highway #10, ac-
tivated emergency lights 
and attempted a traffic 
stop. The vehicle contin-
ued driving, evading nu-
merous efforts to stop it.

In the Foam Lake area, 
officers set up a tire defla-
tion device which the SUV 
ran over. RCMP reported 
the vehicle struck several 
police vehicles, before 

eventually coming to stop 
in a field near Elfros. No 
police officers reported 
injuries, but the police ve-
hicles were damaged. The 
two occupants of the SUV 
were arrested.

Charges Laid
As a result of contin-

ued investigation, RCMP 
charged 34-year-old Levi 
Bast-Kozar from Regina 
Beach with one count of 
possession of property 
obtained by crime over 
$5,000 (Section 354(1)
(a), Criminal Code), one 
count of flight from po-
lice officer (Section 320.17, 
Criminal Code), one count 
of dangerous operation 
of a motor vehicle (Sec-
tion 320.13(1), Criminal 
Code) and three counts, 

assault on police officer 
with weapon (n, Section 
270.01(2), Criminal Code).

A 33-year-old female, 
Kaylee Lanctot, also from 
Regina Beach is charged 
with one count, posses-
sion of property obtained 
by crime over $5,000, (Sec-
tion 354(1)(a), Criminal 
Code).

RCMP reported that 
both were also arrested on 
charges related to a vehi-
cle theft reported to White 
Butte RCMP on Sept. 28. 
Bast-Kozar was also ar-

rested on charges related 
to a vehicle theft reported 
to White Butte RCMP on 
Sept. 28.

They were scheduled to 
appear in Yorkton Provin-
cial Court on Oct. 6.

Royal Canadian Legion

General Meeting 2nd Thursday at 2 p.m.

TOWN OF BALCARRES - EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Th e Town of Balcarres is seeking a temporary Assistant Administrator. Th e position will be 
an 12-month term contract to cover a Leave. 
Th e Town Offi  ce is located on Main Street in Balcarres and is open Monday – Friday 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 
Th e offi  cial start date will be negotiated with the successful candidate. 
Th e position reports directly to the Chief Administrative Offi  cer (CAO) and provides sup-
port for the CAO, Foreman and Council. 

Qualifi cations: 
• Strong written and verbal communication, interpersonal and organizational skills;
• Friendly and courteous demeanor;
• Keen attention to detail and ability to multitask and prioritize work;
• Profi ciency with computers including Microsoft  Offi  ce (Word, Excel, Outlook);
• Problem solver able to work under deadlines; 
• Knowledge of municipal operations, experience in leadership roll and knowledge of
   MuniSoft  are an asset;
• Experience with budgeting, fi nancial operations, assessment, taxation and general offi  ce  
   management are an asset; 
• Preference will be given to someone who possesses or is willing to obtain a Certifi cate in 
   Local Government Administration or equivalent.

Th is position off ers a competitive salary (dependant on experience) and SUMA Benefi ts. 
Successful candidate will be required to provide confi rmation that he/she is bondable 
(Criminal Record Report).
Applicants are invited to submit a cover letter and detailed resume including qualifi cations, 
past and present work experience, three work related references, available start date and 
salary expectations, applications will be accepted until a suitable candidate is hired. 

Town of Balcarres
P.O. Box 130, Balcarres, SK S0G 0C0

Phone 306-334-2566
 Fax: 306-334-2907

Email: balcarrestown@sasktel.net

Th e Town of Balcarres wishes to thank all applicants for their interest, however only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted. For further information contact the Town 
Offi  ce at 306-334-2566. 

Call Toll Free: 
1-844-GNG-NEWS
subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca

New anterless elk hunt opened 
in southern Saskatchewan 

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

An anterless elk hunt 
with unlimited licences, 
announced by the Sas-
katchewan government, 
for the southern half of 
the province is bringing 
some negative reactions 
from even the hunters. 
Licences will be available 
Nov. 3 for $30. 

The government in-
troduced the hunt to re-
duce agricultural damage 
caused by the growing 
elk populations. Elk in 
Saskatchewan sometimes 
pose significant issues for 
producers. 

Lots of landowners and 
farmers have issues with 
elk wrecking their crop, 
being in yards in the win-

ter, eating feed that is for 
livestock.

With no quota on elk, 
some hunters and land-
owners feel this could 
put pressure on some of 
the most fragile herds in 
the province. Some zones 
have reportedly not had 
active elk hunting seasons 
in years and have been 
working hard to bring 
back the elk population. 

“We used to be able to 
hunt them 15 years ago 
and between that and a 
few hard winters, they 
had to close the season 
because there weren’t 
enough animals to be 
hunted,” one hunter com-
mented. 

The Saskatchewan 
Wildlife Federation also 
voiced concerns about the 
rollout of the antlerless 

elk hunt. In a statement 
on Oct. 3, the group said it 
was not consulted before 
the policy was announced.

“We believe that a 
more targeted and con-
trolled approach would 
have been more effective 
in mitigating the chal-
lenges faced by farmers 
and ranchers,” said the 
statement. 

The unlimited licence 
hunt for elk overlaps with 
deer rifle season that one 
hunter described as going 
to be an absolute war zone 
out there between rifle 
deer and rifle elk. 

These are pretty much 
being hunted nonstop 
from September, a couple 
weeks off in October for 
certain zones, and then 
November they can be 
hunted again.

Opinions differ on approach chosen
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SERVING MELVILLE AND AREA
32 Smith Street, Yorkton, SK – Phone: 306-783-6666

DID YOU KNOW
that we can show EVERY MLS® listed house for sale,

regardless of which sign is on the front lawn

Melville Listings

Rural Listings

RM of Chruchbridge

MLS®SK996513

$499,000

Land
478.52 Acres

RM of Good Lake

$199,000

Lots 12
Land Only

.45 Acres MLS®SK002108

Sunset Beach

$750,000

152 Criddle Ave.
4-BDM, 3-BATH, 1,920 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK004269

RM of McLeod

$699,000

Land & Buildings
4-BDM, 2-BATH, 2,942 SQ.FT.
90.18 acres MLS®SK010198

RM of McLeod

$225,000

Land
81 acres

MLS®SK010546

$120,000

368 - 3rd Ave. E.
2-BDM, 1-BATH, 931 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK010551

Grayson

$55,000 

110 Henderson St.
2-BDM, 1-BATH, 660 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK011112
Neudorf

$298,000

310 Main St.
5-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,218 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK012412

$169,000 

450 - 6th Ave. W.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 988 SQ.FT. 

MLS®SK015484

$69,900

109 - 3rd Ave. W.
C1, 2,000 SQ.FT.
MLS®SK018954

Shawn Pryhitka
Agriculture Specialist

306-621-9798
spryhitka@remax-yorkton.ca

$459,000

51 Park Blvd.
3-BDM, 3-BATH, 1,649 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK017384

Neudorf

$115,500

215 Louis St.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,440 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK017383

  $115,000  

375 Scotia St.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,262 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK014348

Lisa Kirkwood
Residential Specialist

306-728-6789
lkirkwood@remax.net

$257,000

5 Quebec Dr.
3-BDM, 3-BATH, 1,221 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK018248

$123,900

702 - 4th Ave. W.
3-BDM, 1-BATH, 1,196 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK019214

$98,000

745 Scotia St.
2-BDM, 2-BATH, 866 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK018979

$215,000

140 - 3rd Ave. W.
C1, 3,100 SQ.FT.
MLS®SK019063

$199,900

345/349 - 3rd Ave. W.
3 Suites, 8-BDM, 4-BATH,

1,950 SQ.FT. MLS®SK012652

SOLDSOLD

$70,000

573 - 4th Ave. W.
1-BDM, 1-BATH, 672 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK020168

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

$140,000

620 Main St.
5-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,696 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK012725

SOLDSOLD

$260,000

684 - 8th Ave. W.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,312 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK018277

SOLDSOLD
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Hyundai
Hope on Wheels

Greatest Save 
Sales Event

Ultimate Hybrid AWD model shown N Line AWD with Ultimate package model shown

2025 TUCSON Hybrid 2025 KONA

© NHL© NH

2025 TUCSON Plug-in Hybrid

Lease from: Lease from:

N Line with Ultimate package model shown

2025 ELANTRA
Lease from:

% at % at %at 
◊

$ $

Finance from:

on all 2025 TUCSON Plug-in Hybrid†

Includes 0.5% loyalty rate reduction
for qualifying customers^

bonus on all
2025 TUCSON Plug-in Hybrid

2.99%

+ $ 1,500

Hyundai
Hope on Wheels
Helping kids fight cancer

Every new vehicle sold helps kids fight cancer*.

*A portion of each new Hyundai vehicle sold will be donated to the Hyundai Hope on Wheels Foundation.

1065 - TUCSON - ROC (CZ, WZ, AZ) EN.indd   1

$

† Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2024 ELANTRA Essential/2024 VENUE Essential/2024 TUCSON Preferred AWD models with an annual finance rate of 4.49%/5.49%/4.49%. Cost of borrowing is
$1,972/$2,389/$3,140. Selling price is $25,871/$25,363/$39,414. Weekly payments are $110/$110/$175 for 48/48/48 months. $2,995/$2,395/$2,995 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include
Delivery and Destination charge of $1,775/$1,950/$1,950, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST, GST/PST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Price of model shown: 2024
ELANTRA N Line Ultimate/2024 VENUE Ultimate/2024 TUCSON Ultimate Hybrid AWD is $33,856/$28,331/46,931. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,775/$1,950/$1,950, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST/GST/PST). Prices
exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Fees may vary by dealer. Prices are not established for pre-production models.

*Bonus price adjustments of $500 available on select in-stock 2024 KONA N Line trims only, on lease, finance and cash purchase from July 3, 2024 to July 30, 2024. Price adjustments are applied before taxes. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be
assigned. Model inventory for which the price adjustments are applicable may vary from dealer to dealer and from region to region. See your local Hyundai dealer for further details and applicable model inventory. † Offers available for a limited time and
subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer is non-
transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by
Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.

156 118 125
6.29 6.796.29

PH: 306-783-8080    TF:1-800-565-0002  

www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK

Dealer License # 323917

Preferred TrendUltimate

for 60 months with $0 down for 60 months with $0 down

Hybrid

for 60 months with $0 down

weeklyweekly weekly

1444-A LORNE ST
REGINA, sk.

306.791.9844
SASKBATTERY.COM

$0.44
24

EACH

when you buy
a pack of
aa or aaa

PUBLIC
NOTICE
The Planning and Development Act, 2007

Pumpkin painting and decorative workshop at IH
By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

October is pumpkin 
season. 

Nothing can give a 
Thanksgiving dinner 
table an autumn vibe 
better than a decorative 
pumpkin centerpiece. 

A pumpkin painting 
and decorative workshop 
organized by two antique 
dealers turned the Gal-
lery Coffee House in In-
dian Head into a creative 
pumpkin patch over the 
weekend. 

Suzie Hilton and Myrna 
Obleman collaborated to 
instruct two dozen par-
ticipants how to person-
alize and ‘pretty up’ their 
pumpkins. 

Each person who reg-
istered for the workshop 
was given three pumpkins 
- one big and two small - to 
turn into contemporary 
ornaments. 

There was no limit 
to the creative process. 
One of those taking part, 
Shauna Tran, painted her 
pumpkin pink before she 
added decorative touches 
because as she explained, 

“pink is my colour.” 
Participants experi-

mented with colour, de-
sign glitter and sparkles 
and stickable transfers 

to craft something more 
unique than a familiar 
carved Hallowe’en jack-o-
lantern. 

“This isn’t a class in 

pumpkin carving. These 
pumpkins celebrate the 
harvest. They’re harvest 
pumpkins,” explained 
Hilton.

Pretty-up pumpkins
Suzie Hilton (left) and Myrna Obleman conducted 

the pumpkin painting class. 
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Questions contact us here

1-844-GNG-NEWS

We are a small local business

We employ local people

We contribute to the 

local economy

We pay local taxes

We tell local stories

We support local 

communities and groups

We promote business and 
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$50
For 1 year

Subscription

practices. Kreutzer says 
that has not always been 
the case, but she is grate-
ful for the maturation of 
people’s openness to alter-
native healing styles. 

“When I started 33
years ago, people thought 
I was worshipping the 
devil when I would med-
itate,” Kreutzer says. “I 
had a friend stop being my
friend because I shopped 
at Aware House Books 
and got spiritual music 
from there. Things have 
changed.”

Participants wanting 
to join the sessions need 
to pre-register at the Bal-
gonie Public Library, as 
space is limited. 

Gong and Sound
- continued from page 13

By Ashley Scarfe
Grasslands News 

The second annual A 
Walk Down Memory Lane 
memorial event was held 
on Oct. 5 at the White 
Butte Trails Recreation 
Site. Participants gath-
ered to enjoy a 5 km stroll 
through the trails, remem-
ber loved ones, and raise 
money for the Greenall 
Outdoor School Program. 

The event was orga-
nized in memory of Lane 
Antosh, a Greenall School 
student who was killed in 
a car accident in 2013. It 
also honours the memo-
ries of other people who 
have passed before and 
since, with posters and 
names lining the entrance 
to the trails. This year, 83 
photos and names were 
submitted for the walk. 

Organizer and mother 
of Antosh, Wanda Camp-
bell, says this event not 
only keeps her son’s mem-
ory alive but also recog-
nizes his commitment to 
the Outdoor School Pro-
gram he loved so much.

“The walk started as a 5 
km run that Prairie Sum-
mit did with the Greenall 
Outdoor School kids,” 
Campbell says. “As time 
went on, Prairie Summit 
had stopped doing their 
run, and Jeff Moore, the 
teacher, wanted to have 
something to do with the 
kids that could be commu-
nity-based. So last year, he 
called me up and asked me 
what I thought we should 
do. I thought, why don’t 
we do an outdoor walk 
down memory lane? A 
walk in Lane’s memory. 
Have it include other peo-
ple who have lost loved 
ones, say their name, and 
remember them. So, it 
came up as a casual stroll 
at White Butte Trails. 
People submitted pictures 
of their loved ones, and 
we decided we would line 
the entrance of the walk 
so that people would ac-

knowledge, recognize, and 
say their names.”

S u n f l o w e r - s h a p e d 
cookies were sold at the 
event to raise money for 
the Outdoor School Pro-
gram, which provides Gre-
enall students in Grades 
10 and 11 the chance to ob-
tain five academic classes 
in an outdoor setting. 
These classes still main-
tain their regular curric-
ulum but focus heavily on 
environmental studies, 
leadership, and physical 
fitness. 

Greenall  Outdoor 
School teacher Jeff Moore 
emphasizes the impor-
tance of the Memory Lane 
fundraiser, as well as 
Campbell’s ongoing com-
mitment to the program 
since her son’s passing. 

“We call it adven-
ture-based education,” 
Moore explains. “So, we 
travel across the prov-
ince, learning and finding 
adventure along the way. 
It’s a real treat to be a part 
of it. Heather Mauer and 
I lead the Outdoor School 
Program, which is in its 
18th year. We do travel a 
lot; there is a cost to that. 
We are fortunate enough 
to have a partner like 
Wanda to be able to help 
us out. She puts a lot of 
work into this event. She 
makes cookies as a fund-
raiser, and last year, she 
raised $5,500 for the Out-
door School Program, and 
that was all the fundrais-
ing we required through-
out the year. We sure 
appreciate her help, and 
it’s a wonderful way to re-
member Lane.”

Lane Antosh was part 
of Moore’s program in 
2012, when he was in 
Grade 11. Moore remem-
bers him as an avid stu-
dent and natural leader. 

“Lane Antosh was a 
very important part of our 
program,” Moore says. 
“Lane was one of the stu-
dents who, by the time the 
program was over at the 

end of the year, I consid-
ered him a friend. So this 
is one of the ways we try 
and remember our friend 
Lane, and everyone walk-
ing today is here to re-
member a lost loved one.”

Through the program, 
Campbell says her son 
had accomplished more 
than he had believed 
possible. From finishing 
a 40 km hike to portag-
ing a canoe, she recalls 
how his confidence and 
sense of belonging grew 
throughout his time in 
the program. 

“It allowed him to suc-
ceed,” Campbell says. 
“So the program is amaz-
ing for these students. 
Absolutely amazing. It 
teaches them belonging. 
It teaches them how to get 
along and outdoor skills. 
When Lane passed away 
in 2013, my daughter and 
I decided that we would 
do as much as we could 
not only to keep Lane’s 
memory alive but also to 
support something that 
meant so much to him. 
This program meant so 
much to him. The funds 
go to pay for things the 
school can’t, and it takes 
the financial hardship off 
the parents, so the kids 
don’t have to fundraise. 
They just enjoy it and 
have a good school year 
with Outdoor School.”

Lane’s memory con-
tinues to live on both 
outside, through com-
munity events like the 5 
km walk, and inside the 
school, where a paddle 
with his picture resides 
in the Greenall classroom 
– a reminder that even 
though he is gone, he is 
still an important part of 
the program. A student 
award is also presented 
each year in his name, 
recognizing an Outdoor 
School participant who 
embodies the same posi-
tive and caring qualities 
Lane was known for.

“Lane was such a posi-
tive person,” Moore says. 
“Such a helpful and car-
ing person, and when we 
remember him with stu-
dents, we like to tell them 
about that and tell them 
that those characteris-
tics are what made Lane 
great, but also what make 
an Outdoor School stu-
dent great. If we had more 

people like Lane in the 
world, the world would be 
a better place. We try and 
remember Lane in a pos-
itive light and encourage 
students to be like him in 
all the ways that Lane was 
Lane.”

While the Greenall Out-
door School students are 

grateful for Campbell and 
her drive to fundraise in 
her son’s memory, Camp-
bell says she is equally 
grateful for the support 
of Moore and the students 
in keeping Lane’s legacy 
alive.

“The kids learn about 
Lane from the min-

ute they start Outdoor 
School,” Campbell says. 
“Mr. Moore has taken that 
idea of Lane and made it 
their way of doing things 
for Outdoor School. The 
kids all wear Lane’s but-
ton still when they are 
here. It’s huge for me and 
this little mama’s heart.”

Memory Lane walk remembers Greenall student

A Walk Down Memory Lane
The second annual A Walk Down Memory Lane memorial event was held on Oc-

tober 5 at the White Butte Trails Recreation Site. Participants took a 5 km stroll

through the trails to honour loved ones who have passed, including Lane Antosh

who was killed in a car accident in 2013. Proceeds raised during the event will go
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Remembering
Signs in memory of loved ones were placed along 

the path at the annual A Walk Down Memorial Lane 

memorial fundraiser.
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