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The Kennedy Fire Department was 
called to a machinery fire east of Ken-
nedy last Saturday afternoon (Sept. 27) 
after a tractor and baler caught fire along 
Highway 9, just south of the Highway 48 
junction.

When crews arrived, both the tractor 
and baler were fully engulfed in flames. 
Firefighters quickly went to work using 
water and foam to bring the blaze under 
control, but the farm equipment was 
deemed a complete loss. Two nearby hay 
bales also burned before the fire was ex-
tinguished.

According to the farmer, the fire 
started in the baler. He attempted to put 
it out with a fire extinguisher but was 
unable to contain the flames as they 
spread rapidly through the machinery.

No injuries were reported, but the 
damage is significant with both the trac-
tor and baler being a complete loss. Fire-
fighters remained on scene to ensure hot 
spots were fully extinguished and the 
fire did not spread further into the field.

The Kennedy Fire Department is re-
minding farmers to ensure fire extin-
guishers are easily accessible during
harvest season and to call for assistance 
immediately if machinery fires cannot 
be brought under control.

Kennedy firefighters battle 
baler fire along Highway #9

By Ryan Kiedrowski 
Grasslands News 

With less than six 
months remaining for the 
province to sign an exten-
sion to the $10-a-day child-
care agreement with the 
federal government, the op-
position NDP held a small 
rally on the steps of the 
Legislative Building in Re-
gina on Sept. 29. Joining the 
politicians were childcare 
advocates – some holding 
a countdown sign marking 
184 days left to sign a deal 
– and Kent Peterson, Pres-
ident of CUPE Saskatche-
wan.

“Six months from now, 
$10-a-day childcare will be 
dead in Saskatchewan,” he 
said. “If Scott Moe refuses 
to renew the agreement 
with the federal govern-
ment, our province will lose 
more than $1 billion of fund-
ing. Let me be clear, if Scott 
Moe continues to do noth-
ing, it will mean the end 
of affordable childcare and 
Saskatchewan centers will 
lose funding they rely on to 
keep their doors open.”

Peterson foresees child-
care workers that escape 
layoffs should that deadline 
pass, and a deal not signed 
could face wage reductions 
up to $8.50 per hour.

“Many childcare work-
ers will fall back to earning 
minimum wage,” he said, 
calling for Premier Moe to 
sign the Childcare Agree-
ment immediately. “This is 
not a distant threat.”

Sue Delanoy, Chair of 
Child Care Now Saskatche-
wan, echoed Peterson’s sen-
timents. She recently met 
with the federal Jobs and 
Families Minister Patty 
Hadju – a visit that culmi-
nated with childcare work-
ers and their supporters 
gathering on Parliament 
Hill.

“I just spent a week in 
Ottawa with my colleagues 
from coast to coast to coast, 
childcare advocates every-
where,” she said. “We met 
with Minister Hajdu, who 
said there are a few prov-
inces that haven’t signed. 
The deal is at risk, and we 
need to remember to sign as 
quickly as we can, because 
time is running out.”

Delanoy also reminded 
the crowd of how childcare 
is linked with the most lu-
crative industries of the 
Saskatchewan economy.

“Everybody we know de-
pends on someone who de-
pends on childcare - canola, 
potash, manufacturing, it’s 
all important - but without 

childcare, this province 
doesn’t work,” she said. 

Provincial Education 
Minister Everett Hindley 
was unavailable for com-
ment last week, but the 
government did provide 
Grasslands News with a re-
sponse to questions raised 
from last week’s rally.

“The Government of 
Saskatchewan is confident 
that a new agreement will 
be signed prior to the ex-
piry of the current agree-
ment in March of 2026,” the 
statement read. “We have 
reached out to the federal 
government multiple times 
to sit down and negotiate 
an extension to the Can-
ada-Saskatchewan Cana-
da-Wide Early Learning 
and Child Care Agreement. 
During an event last month 
at the Saskatchewan Poly-
technic event announcing 
540 new childcare spaces, 
Federal Secretary of State 
Buckley Belanger who 
attended on behalf of the 
Government of Canada, ex-
pressed his confidence that 
the federal government and 
our provincial government 
will have a new agreement 
signed by the end of this 
year.”

The province is also 
keen on reaching an agree-
ment that works for every-
one.

“Ministry of Education 
officials continue to engage 
with their federal counter-
parts, during which time 
they are re-affirming Sas-
katchewan’s commitment 
to signing an extension and 
Education Minister Everett 
Hindley has also written 
several letters to the previ-
ous and now current federal 
Minister to set up a meeting 
to discuss the extension,” 
the government said. “We 
remain ready to negotiate 
a better agreement that will 
result in a more sustain-
able childcare system that 
works better for Saskatche-
wan families and the child-
care sector.”

Meanwhile, childcare 
centres and businesses as-
sociated with them are feel-
ing the increasing burden.

“Childcare centres are 
at the risk of closing, work-
ers are at the risk of losing 
their jobs, families are star-
ing down soaring prices and 
lost childcare spaces,” said 
Joan Pratchler, Shadow 
Minister for Early Learning 
and Childcare, and Associ-
ate Shadow Education Min-
ister. “Moms and Dads can’t 
go to work in the hospital 
or in the mine if there’s no 
one there to take care of the 

children. It’s as if the Sask 
Party government doesn’t 
give a rat’s patoosie about 
the suffering of our com-
munities, our children, 
our childcare workers, our 
families, and we can’t have 
a bright future in this prov-
ince if we don’t have afford-
able childcare.”

Pratchler admonished 
the provincial government 
to “smarten up.”

“Smarten up. Get this 
deal signed, fly to Ottawa 
and sign it,” she said. 
“That’s about all I need to 
say right now. I think I’ve 
made my point quite clear.”

Future unsure
One of those childcare 

providers is the Prairie 
Playhouse Early Learning 
Centre in Sedley – a centre 
more than a decade in the 
making. Kelsey Morrison 
is the board chair with the 
30-space licensed childcare
centre, which was one of 51
groups in 41 communities
across the province prom-
ised a share of $23.5 million. 

“We were finally granted 
spaces in November of 
2023,” she began. “From 
the time you’re awarded 
childcare spaces to open-
ing, there’s a lot of work 
involved; a lot of volunteer 
hours, and it costs a lot of 
money. Not only are you 
working with contractors 
and engineers literally de-
signing and building your 
centre, but you’re trying to 
secure finances, fundrais-
ing. At the same time, we of-
ficially broke ground in our 
community exactly a year 
ago - just in September of 
2024 - and we finally opened 
our doors, bringing in 30 
kids and nearly eight local 
staff just this past July.”

In total, the province 
announced 2,349 new 
childcare spaces in that 
announcement almost two 

years ago, but the road to 
officially opening the doors 
at the Prairie Playhouse 
Early Learning Centre was 
not short.

“Our board and commu-
nity spent countless hours 
volunteering our time 
in fundraising, holding 
events, launching fundrais-
ing campaigns, cold-calling 
businesses for money to 
get where we are today,” 
Morrison said. “Other local 
people with skills put thou-
sands of volunteer hours 
into actually building our 
centre - they built our 
decks, they did our land-
scaping, they framed our 
basement - but our commu-
nity was willing to work for 
it because we knew what 
affordable childcare could 
mean to a community like 
ours, we knew it would 
bring local jobs, boost de-
velopment, keep our school 
open and well attended, 
allow parents to join or re-
join the workforce.”

What Morrison fears is 

that all the hard work and 
sweat equity invested by 
the community will be for 
naught.

“To know that all of that 
hard work has gone unno-
ticed and could literally 
be lost if this government 
doesn’t get a deal, it’s heart-
breaking to think about,” 
she said.

While the funding back 
in November 2023 was a 
great kick start, Morrison 
said the Sedley centre still 
needed more funds.

“The money that was 
on the table for capital still 
wasn’t enough,” she told 
Grasslands News. “A lot 
of centres like ours have 
to take out a mortgage. We 
have a $500,000 mortgage 
that we’ll be paying over 
15 years. And we got that 
mortgage from the bank 
because they felt that there 
was an agreement; a com-
mitment from the govern-
ment that there would be 
operational funding.”

Looking over at the 184 

days marked on the count-
down sign, Morrison feels 
that mortgage will also be 
gone if no agreement hap-
pens.

“I don’t know if a lot of 
centres will be able to con-
tinue paying their $500,000 
mortgage,” she said. “I 
don’t know that we will; 
I hope we will. We’d have 
to raise our fees substan-
tially, but our business 
case would look a lot differ-
ent than it does today, and 
that’s putting a lot of child-
care spaces at risk.”

“Rural Saskatchewan’s 
a bit different than urban, 
too,” Morrison concluded. 
“We’re looking at a lot of 
people that have not re-
joined the workforce after 
having children, that can 
now rejoin the workforce 
because they can pay $10 a 
day. It wasn’t feasible for 
parents to go back to work. 
People are rejoining the 
workforce because of this 
program, and it’s going to 
be devastating if it’s gone.”

Deadline looms to 
sign $10-a-day 
daycare extension
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Hon. Warren Kaeding PAg.
MLA for Melville-Saltcoats

Phone: 306-728-3881
warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net

MELVILLE OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Thursday

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

ONLY AT YOUR FAMILY FORD STORE 
IN MOOSOMIN, SK!

CALL: 306-435-3313 |  Moosomin, SK 

www.celebrationford.com 

SCAN HERE FOR 
MORE INVENTORY
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$154
SALE $35,900
5S105A

LIMITED

2019 JEEP
GRAND CHEROKEE
REMOTE START | HTD LEATHER | 134,000 KMS

WEEKLY | OAC

XLT

$231 
SALE $59,900
5P224

2023 FORD 
F-150

SPORT PKG | TOW PKG | 39,000 KMS

WEEKLY | OAC

LTD

$167
SALE $38,900
5S209A

2021 FORD
 EXPLORER

NAVIGATION | HEATED SEATS | 110,500 KMS

WEEKLY | OAC

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

A memorable event took place last Friday when a spe-
cial ceremony was held at the Chief Joseph Crowe Gover-
nance Centre north of Broadview. The event marked the 
renaming of the main road through Kahkewistahaw First 
Nation land. The road that spans 20 km between Highway 
#1 and Highway #247 will now be called Highway #201 
Chief Kahkewistahaw Way. The designation of “Highway 
201” will be retained for the purpose of locating the route 
on a map.

Leader’s Legacy
The new name honours the First Nation’s earliest 

leader, Chief Kahkewistahaw, whose name means “he who 
flies around.” He lived from about 1810 to 1906 and was a 
signatory of Treaty 4 in 1874. This resulted in reserve land 
being provided for his tribe near the Qu’Appelle Valley 
in 1881. Chief Kahkewistahaw is remembered as a strong 
and noble leader who guided his people through the tran-
sition from nomadic buffalo hunting to a lifestyle depen-
dent on agriculture. He protected their rights, refusing to 
surrender land obtained through treaty. The year after he 
died, many acres of land were surrendered but the federal 
government and the First Nation reached a settlement 
agreement in 2003. Through that, lands are being added to 

Sign installed

sign for the newly named Chief Kahkewistahaw Way.

a trust restoring the acreage lost in 1907.

Reconciliation in Action
Plans for renaming Highway #201 in Chief Kahkew-

istahaw’s honour were first made public during the First 
Nation’s annual powwow in June. A celebration on Sept. 
26 commemorated the official name change for the road. 
Community members and leaders, elders and children 
gathered at the Governance Centre for the historic occa-
sion.

Chief Evan Taypotat explained that after seeing that a 
portion of Highway 219 near Saskatoon was called Chief 
Whitecap Trail, he proposed a similar designation for 
Highway #201. A committee of representatives from Kah-
kewistahaw First Nation, the Town of Broadview, RM of 
Elcapo and the Government of Saskatchewan worked to-
gether to bring the idea into reality. Chief Taypotat told 
those gathered on Friday afternoon that the incorporation 
of Chief Kahkewistahaw to the highway’s name was an 
example of reconciliation in action.

“When I think of Highway #201, I think of reconcilia-
tion,” the chief said. “It’s our job as leaders to make sure it 
becomes ‘reconcili-action.’ Reconciliation is talking about
all this nice stuff and wearing orange shirts. Reconcili-ac-
tion is doing this stuff. We have to make sure it never goes 
back to reconcili-rhetoric, because reconcili-rhetoric is
what got us here. Today is a good day for Chief Kahkew-
istahaw and everybody involved.”

Chief Taypotat further encouraged Indigenous and
non-Indigenous people attending the celebration to live as 
allies. He noted that his predecessor was a peaceful man, 
a quality that he aspires to imitate.

“Chief Kahkewistahaw was a good chief and a good 
man,” he stated. “Chief Kahkewistahaw and myself live 
in two different eras, two different times but the one thing 
that remains the same is leading with a good heart, mak-
ing sure that we make good decisions with council in a 
good way but also challenging our people to be better.”

MLA for Moosomin-Montmartre Kevin Weedmark at-
tended the program on behalf of the Saskatchewan Gov-
ernment. He observed that the new name will preserve 
history for future generations.

“Today marks another important step on the path
to reconciliation with continued acknowledgment of 
our shared past, present and future,” MLA Weedmark 
said. “This is more than just a change of signs along the 
roadside; this is a moment of recognition, respect and 
reconciliation. It’s a step towards acknowledging the con-
tributions, leadership and enduring legacy of Chief Kah-
kewistahaw, a man whose vision and strength continues 
to inspire generations. Now and for generations to come, 
Highway #201 will remind everyone who lives, works or 
visits Saskatchewan about Chief Kahkewistahaw.”

Following the ceremony last Friday, signage bearing a 
portrait of the former chief was installed along the road, 
reminding motorists of the important role Chief Kahkew-
istahaw played in the history of his people and the prov-
ince. Chief Taypotat was permitted to bolt the first sign to 
a post near the intersection with Highway #1. Afterwards,

he commented on the positive implications represented 
by the new sign, saying “We’ve done a lot of cool things, 
but that’s really cool!”

Future Improvements
When Highway #219 was designated as Chief Whitecap 

Trail in 2009, it was accompanied by road improvements 
funded by the provincial government. Grasslands News 
inquired whether a similar investment would be made for 
Chief Kahkewistahaw Way. The Ministry of Highways re-
sponded with the following statement:

“In the short-term, the ministry continues to do regu-
lar maintenance on Highway #201. In the long-term, the 
ministry is developing a design to improve Highway #201 
between its junctions with Trans-Canada Highway #1 and
Highway #247. The ministry has yet to complete the de-
sign and has no timeline for when on-road construction 
might begin.”

Highway named for local chief
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LANE REALTY

WITH OVER 40 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
PH: 306-569-3380  EMAIL: lanerealtycorp@sasktel.net

For all of your buying or selling needs.... Contact:

www.lanerealty.com

JASON BEUTLER
306-735-7811
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By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

Canada Post workers 
are on a national strike 
after the Government of 
Canada announced sweep-
ing changes to Canada 
Post and how they oper-
ate.

The strike was an-
nounced by the Canadian 
Union of Postal Work-
ers on Sept. 25 after Joël 
Lightbound, Minister of 
Government Transforma-
tion, Public Works and 
Procurement announced 
that the government was 
instructing Canada Post 
to begin transformation, 
which includes changing 
letter delivery standards, 
converting addresses to 

community mailboxes, 
and modernizing the 
postal network. The rec-
ommendations are from 
William Kaplan’s Indus-
trial Inquiry Commission 
Report from May.

CUPW National Pres-
ident Jan Simpson said 
in a release that the an-
nouncement was an 
outrage. “Minister Light-
bound gave the Union no 
indication that he was 
going to do this when lead-
ership met with him last 
week. The Minister said 
he had the “utmost re-
spect” for postal workers. 
This is no way to show 
it,” said Simpson. “The 
Minister emphasized the 
importance to serve all 
Canadians, but these rec-

Mail service grinds to a halt
Postal workers across the country went on strike last week after the federal 

government announced sweeping changes that are needed for the mail ser-

vice to continue to be able to operate in Canada. 

for Disability monthly 
benefit cheques that are 
normally distributed by 
mail will be available for 
in-person pick-up.

Drug plan and benefits 
Residents requir-

ing letters to submit to 
their private insurance 
providers for Special 
Support, Seniors’ Drug 
Plan, or Exception Drug 
Status may submit the 
request through the on-
line Saskatchewan For-
mulary. Letters will be 
mailed once the Canada 
Post service disruption 
is resolved. 

Health cards & certificates 
Incoming and out-

going mail delays may 
affect applications for 
health cards and certif-
icates for births, deaths 
or marriages. Visit 
eHealthsask.ca for op-
tions to minimize de-
lays, including ordering 
online.  

C ro p  I n s u ra n ce /
AgriStability information 

and payments  
The Saskatchewan 

Crop Insurance Corpo-
ration (SCIC) will work 
with customers to deter-
mine alternate options 
for accessing informa-
tion typically delivered 
through Canada Post, 
such as faxing, emailing 
or delivering to a cus-
tomer service office for 
pick-up. Producers are 
encouraged to sign-up 
for direct deposit for 
receiving program pay-
ments. The direct pay-
ment form is available 
on SCIC’s website.  

Payments to suppliers 
The Ministry of Fi-

nance will make sup-
plier cheques available 
for pickup in Regina for 
suppliers unable to reg-
ister for direct deposit. 
Suppliers should call 
(306) 787-7450 to make ar-
rangements. 

Taxes, refunds & grants 
During the postal dis-

ruption, businesses are 
expected to ensure they 
file and pay taxes to the 
Ministry of Finance on 
time. Mail delays do not 
change tax deadlines or 
the assessment of pen-

alties and interest. For 
more information, please 
review the Information 
Notice - IN 2025-03, Filing 
and Paying Provincial 
Taxes During a Postal Dis-
ruption. 

Tax clients are encour-
aged to sign up for the 
secure and convenient 
Saskatchewan eTax Ser-
vices online portal to file 
and pay taxes electroni-
cally and avoid any delays 
in meeting tax obligations.  

Tax refunds and grant 
payments sent by direct 
deposit will not be de-
layed. You can sign up for 
direct deposit by emailing 
a completed direct deposit 
form to pstrefunds@gov.
sk.ca or call 1-800-667-6102 
to delay the refund or 
grant payment or request 
a courier delivery at your 
own cost. 

Crown utility accounts 
SGI, SaskTel, Sask-

Power and SaskEnergy 
invite customers to sign 
up for online billing and 
notifications to ensure 
they receive information 
about their utility bills, 
driver’s licence and vehi-
cle registration renewals 
and other important com-
munications. This helps 

avoid delays in receiving 
bills and account updates. 
Longer than usual wait 
times for customer ser-
vice representatives are 
anticipated in the event of 
postal service disruptions, 
so customers are encour-
aged to visit the respective 
Crown websites or to call 
for more information re-
garding customer service 
options. Information is 
also available online re-
garding options for paying 
outstanding bills in the 
event mail-in payments 
are not possible.    

Public Guardian & Trustee  
The Public Guardian 

and Trustee’s office is pre-
paring backup options for 
clients and client service 
providers who get pay-
ment cheques by mail. 
Many clients and service 
providers already use 
direct deposit and will 
not be affected. Clients 
and service providers 
are encouraged to switch 
to direct deposit as soon 
as possible. They can do 
so by contacting their 
trust officer or the Public 
Guardian and Trustee’s 
office at 1-877-787-5424 or 
by email at pgt@gov.sk.ca.   

ommendations will only 
undermine public service. 
We have no details on how 
any of them will be imple-
mented.”

The union says that 
these recommendations 
could result in major job 
losses and that the Gov-
ernment has rejected the 
need to diversify revenue 
streams and expend ser-
vices, instead accepting 
Canada Post’s request for 
cuts.

CUPW also is calling on 
the Government to put an 
immediate stop to all ser-
vice cuts to Canada Post. 
“Before implementing 
any changes to Canada 
Post’s mandate, the Gov-
ernment must allow the 
public to have its say,” 
said Simpson.

On Sept. 26 Canada Post 
announced that they are 
reassessing its new Global 
Offers in light of the Gov-
ernment announcement.

“We remain commit-
ted to reaching negotiated 
agreements with CUPW 
that are affordable, sup-
port our people and help 
build a sustainable future 
for the company. We have 
confirmed with CUPW 
that we are working dil-
igently and will present 
these new offers as soon 
as possible,” said Canada 
Post in a statement.

“We are disappointed 
that, in response to the 
government’s reforms, 
the union chose to launch 
a national strike. This 
will further deteriorate 
Canada Post’s financial 
situation.”

Canada Post said that 
they are facing a growing 
financial crisis, with more 
than $5 billion in losses 
from operations since 
2018 and cannot agree to 
CUPW’s offer from Aug. 
20, 2025.

Canada Post said that 
they support the reforms 
announced by the govern-
ment.

“Canadians deserve 
a postal service that is 
reliable, affordable and 
sustainable. As we begin 
the process of moderniz-
ing the country’s postal 
service, we will make 
every effort to minimize 
the impact on Canadians 
and continuously look 
for ways to enhance ser-
vice. We will also proceed 
thoughtfully and treat our 
employees with fairness 
and respect.”

The Government of 
Saskatchewan said that 
they have implemented 
contingency plans in re-
sponse to the ongoing 
postal disruption.

Ministry of Social Services
The Ministry of Social 

Services is distributing 
benefits in person at their 
service centres across the 
province. The ministry 
is also urging clients to 
consider choosing direct 
deposit to receive benefit 
payments, where possi-
ble. Saskatchewan Income 
Support and Saskatch-
ewan Assured Income 

Canada Post goes on strike after 
gov’t makes sweeping changes

Provincial gov’t prepared for disruption

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

A federal bill aimed at strengthening Canada’s cyber-
security is stirring debate across the country, with critics 
warning it could open the door to online censorship and 
threaten free expression.

Bill C-8, officially titled An Act respecting cyber secu-
rity, amending the Telecommunications Act and making 
consequential amendments to other Acts, was introduced 
in Parliament in June. The government says the law is 
needed to protect critical infrastructure and networks 
from cyberattacks, but experts and civil-liberties groups 
say the powers it grants are too broad and too secretive.

If passed, the bill would allow cabinet ministers to 
issue binding “cybersecurity directions” to telecom com-
panies and other key service providers. In practice, that 
could include orders to block websites, restrict access to 
platforms, or shut down certain services. What troubles 
many observers is that the legislation contains strict con-
fidentiality clauses that would bar companies from even 
disclosing the existence of such orders.

Legal analysts warn this could enable Ottawa to qui-
etly compel companies “to do anything, or refrain from 
doing anything,” leaving the public in the dark. Civil-lib-
erties advocates say such secrecy could limit the ability 
to challenge government overreach in court and create 
serious risks for free speech.

Privacy concerns are also front and centre. The bill 
would expand government access to telecommunications 
data, with critics warning that even anonymized data can 
often be traced back to individuals. Without strong over-
sight, they argue, Canadians’ private information could 
be exposed to misuse.

Journalists and news organizations worry about the 
potential impact on access to information. If online ser-
vices were quietly blocked, reporters might have no way 
to verify or report on it, undermining both transparency 
and the ability of citizens to know what information is 
being withheld.

Beyond rights and freedoms, smaller businesses and 
internet providers say the reporting and compliance re-
quirements in the bill will be costly. Many expect those 
costs would eventually land on consumers.

The government insists the bill is about security, 
not speech. Officials say Canada needs the ability to act 
quickly and confidentially when hostile states or criminal 
groups launch cyberattacks. They argue the revised bill 
includes improvements to privacy protections and will 
remain subject to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Still, opposition MPs and rights groups are calling for 
clear limits on government powers, stronger oversight 
through independent review, and guarantees that any or-
ders to block services will be temporary and transparent 
once a threat has passed.

Critics point out that Ottawa has already introduced 
other controversial online laws in recent years, includ-
ing Bill C-11, which regulates streaming platforms, and 
Bill C-18, which forced tech companies to negotiate with 
news outlets. Taken together, they argue, these measures 
show a pattern of government taking more control over 
the digital space.

Debates on Bill C-8 continue.

Concerns raised over
Online Censorship Bill
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Going underground
Educators from across Saskatchewan took part in the GeoVenture program, seen here touring under-

-

By Ryan Kiedrowski
Grasslands News 

The people at the Saskatchewan Mining Associa-
tion have unlocked a magical secret. They have de-
vised a way to entice teachers across the province to 
exchange a week of their precious summer outside 
of the classroom to learn about advancements in the 
mining industry. 

GeoVenture is a seven-day, cross-Saskatchewan 
exposure mission that allows educators to discover 
what the mining industry in our province is all about 
- from going underground and learning about potash 
at Mosaic K3 near Esterhazy, how coal is extracted at 
Westmoreland Poplar River in the Coronach area, to 
the northern uranium facilities at Cameco Cigar Lake 
and Orano McClean Lake, it’s a whirlwind once-in-a-
lifetime adventure to spread the word.

“It’s surprising how much people don’t know, 
and it’s surprising a lot of teachers still don’t know 
today,” said Pam Schwann, President of the SMA. 
“So, if they don’t know, their students aren’t going to 
get that opportunity.”

Previously, the GeoVenture program was known 
as the Teacher’s Tour - something that has been in 
existence for almost 50 years.

“It was a way for teachers to see firsthand what 
was involved in a mining operation, as well as to 
see all the different geographic regions where min-
ing happens in Saskatchewan,” Schwann explained. 
“This is a way to raise public awareness, but also be-
cause teachers have such an influence, it was a way to 
sustainably teach their kids in their classrooms more 
about the mineral resources of Saskatchewan.”

Mining is found throughout the Saskatchewan 
education curriculum, and giving teachers the tools 
they need to accurately depict the current operations 
in Saskatchewan is an important mission.

“Mining is all throughout the Saskatchewan cur-
riculum,” said David Potts-Schwinghamer, GeoVen-
ture Program Manager who was previously a teacher 
himself. “In Grade Four, you learn about rocks; in 
Grade Five and Six, you learn about our Saskatche-
wan resources in Social Studies. You come back to 
rocks in Grade Seven; in high school, obviously chem-
istry has heavy applications, but Earth Science 30, 
Career Ed, there’s all these places in the Saskatche-
wan curriculum that touch on the mining industry. 
When you become a teacher, it’s your job to teach 
these things.”

The beauty of the program is that it’s no cost to ed-
ucators, save a $50 application fee.

“We know teachers don’t have a lot of money,” 
Potts-Schwinghamer said. “They spend money out 
of pocket on things, so when we build resources for 
teachers, they’re not only curriculum correlated, but 
they’re free or very low cost; supplies that you can 
source from the school kitchen.”

An example of a hands-on project for the classroom 
is the Potash Kit that educators get to take home with 
them after the week has wrapped.

“In Grade Seven Science, one of the units is on 
mixtures and solutions,” Schwann said. “What better 
example if you’re from Saskatchewan to talk about 
mixtures and solutions than potash. That’s the prem-
ise of our Potash Kit - you can dissolve the potash, 
find out how much clay is in there, and you can take 
it all the way up to Grade 10 when you start talking 
about solubility curves. It’s an opportunity to tie that 
Saskatchewan product into the curriculum that stu-
dents need to learn anyway, and what a great way to 
raise the awareness of that.”

Creating those linkages between the resources in 
the GeoVenture program and the current curriculum 
is certainly a stand-out feature. 

“Everything is curriculum correlated for educa-
tors, it’s not what somebody might think they need,” 
Schwann said. “We’re going to give you those re-
sources, it’s actually what they need. It’s free, and we 
try and make it as accessible.”

Teacher’s perspective
Every year, the GeoVenture program has room 

for 20 educators from around the province, with 17 
in this summer’s intake. From Aug. 9 to 15, the group 
embarked on a quest with stops along the way to sce-
nic destinations that some simply might not have the 
opportunity to visit.

Included in this year’s group was Laura Svein-
bjornson, who has been teaching at Langenburg Cen-
tral School for 12 years.  

“It was so cool,” Sveinbjornson said. “It was the 
coolest thing I think I’ve ever done in the professional 
development world - very interesting!”

She learned about the GeoVenture program in 
a rather unlikely place - social media during some 
down time.

“Strangely enough, I was just scrolling on Insta-
gram and I saw an advertisement for it,” Sveinbjorn-
son explained. 

Curious, she decided to learn more about GeoVen-

ture through the SMA website. 
“I read the descriptor of what they gave, and I 

thought, ‘this is so interesting’,” she recalled. “I didn’t 
think I was going to get picked, to be completely hon-
est, because that’s too good to be true, right? It’s some-
thing that you never get to experience, and yes, I got 
lucky, and I got asked to join them.”

While Sveinbjornson grew up in the area, hail-
ing from Churchbridge, she didn’t have an in-depth 
knowledge about mining; until the GeoVenture expe-
rience.

“It’s nothing that I’ve experienced before,” she said. 
“Being from this area, you know how important the 
mining industry is, specifically potash mining, but 
I’ve never had the opportunity to go underground.”

It’s difficult to sum up the totality of GeoVenture, 
as Sveinbjornson recounted her seven days with the 
group. Going underground at Nutrien’s Scissor Creek 
potash mine near Rocanville and having the experi-
ence of travelling far below the surface in the cage 
was one of the first things that stood out.

“I know quite a few people that work there, and 
you hear them talking about work,” Sveinbjornson 
said. “The cage was interesting to me, because every-
body talks about going in the cage and taking their 
trip down. First of all, I couldn’t get over how smooth 
the elevator was! We came out, I actually couldn’t get 
over the fact that it was such a large space - the ceil-
ing. I don’t know how tall the ceiling was, but it had 
to be at least 20 feet tall - not what I was expecting!”

Another remarkable tour was to Westmoreland’s 
coal mining operation near Coronach and how envi-
ronmentally friendly their operation truly is.

“When they are mining in the open pits, they’re 
really focused on reclaiming the land to make it 
look like they hadn’t been there and keeping their 
footprint very small,” Sveinbjornson said. “It was 
so interesting to see, you would have never known 
that they had dug there because the land had been 
reclaimed.”

Up north, Cameco’s Cigar Lake uranium mining 
operation showed the uniqueness of the industry as 
going underground there was not the same as what 
the group saw in the quest for potash.

“That was interesting because their mining is very 
different than what potash mining is,” Sveinbjornson 
said. “They can only do so much at a time, and their 
big struggle is water because of how much water is 
up north. They’re constantly trying to figure out the 
best methods, make sure everybody’s safe, and the 
equipment was so different; everything was so differ-
ent there than typical potash mining.”

The GeoVenture group was filled with variety, 
comprised of educators from elementary, middle, and 
high school backgrounds, plus career counsellors - 
each able to take away many new fascinating items 
to share with their classes. 

“With my Grade Seven Science course and Social 
Studies course, we talk a lot about resources and 
wealth, how provinces and communities have money, 
or what does power look like?” Sveinbjornson said. 
“We often talk about our resource sector and there’s 
so much that we have to offer. Now, I have new things 
to add to that list, things that I can better explain.”

A big part of that relaying of knowledge goes back 
to the basic hands-on approach.

“Science specifically, there’s a whole unit based on 
Earth and the minerals found in Earth’s crust,” Svein-
bjornson said. “They gave us so many resources, and 
I get to now update my unit, because you do your best 
with the knowledge that you have, but now I actu-
ally have the pictures, I have the tactile material, I 
have the people I can contact, to right now, I know 
exactly who to ask if I have questions, if I want more 
resources. It’s super relevant to what I’m doing.”

One common thread Sveinbjornson noticed
through each place the GeoVenture group visited was
the authentic positivity everyone seemed to carry.

“Every single person we talked to was so enthusi-
astic, shared all their knowledge, were so gracious, 
and that networking is important, too,” she said.
“Even Pam and David - they were phenomenal. They 
did such a good job organizing. There is not one nega-
tive thing I can say about this experience. It was truly
phenomenal!”

Ever-evolving program
Obviously, the GeoVenture tours throughout the 

years have changed in scope even simply due to ad-
vancements in technology. That ongoing program 
development continues as the organizers at the SMA
are constantly tweaking the week-long professional 
development.

“We try and make it not just a fun thing to be on, 
but something they’re going to be able to use in in 
their classrooms,” Schwann said. “It’s changed a bit,
it’ll keep changing and right now, it’s a good cycle.
But we don’t get up to our gold mine, we’re going to 
have a copper and zinc mine that’s producing soon. 
Our struggle is always, ‘how much can we fit in a 
week?’ because going longer than that is difficult.”

It is a fine balance to tell the story of mining in
Saskatchewan but stick to a reasonable timeframe for 
the educators. 

“We’re asking for a week of their holiday time, 
so we need to make it really worthwhile and not
make it so long that they just can’t make that com-
mitment,” Schwann said, adding that last year, the 
question of establishing two trips being three days 
in duration, but possibly different experiences was
raised. “They wanted one trip because there is noth-
ing they wouldn’t want to drop. The schedule really
depends on our sites and when they are open to us
being there.”

Whatever changes happen in GeoVenture, there’s
no question that educators hold the experience dear.

“We had a teacher this year, a science teacher that
is going to be in Milestone this year, her grandma 
went on the program in 1995,” Schwann recalled. 

While flying to visit the operations in northern
Saskatchewan, the teacher told Schwann how her
grandmother gave her a 50-page binder filled with 
pictures of the tour taken 30 years prior.

“This lady’s kept this for that long because it meant 
that much to her,” Schwann said. “We’re pretty sure 
that the enthusiasm we see from the educators on this
tour translates into the classroom for many years
after.”

Part of the GeoVenture evolution is through feed-
back obtained by previous participants and the com-
panies the SMA works with during the tour.

“The questions people ask to help us learn more,” 
said Potts-Schwinghamer. “We get the privilege work-
ing with so many amazing companies, but there’s just
always more to learn. I truly enjoy their questions, 
and I’m learning all the time, too.”

There were around 40 applications to the GeoVen-
ture program this year, with 20 accepted. Due to a few
last-minute cancellations, the final group numbered 
17.

“They applicants are all over the province, and 
keeping a geographic mix goes into how we select peo-
ple,” Potts-Schwinghamer said. “We want represen-
tation from the whole of Saskatchewan, and I think 
it benefits everyone to see different parts of the prov-
ince and the scope of the industry that occurs here.”

With all the work that goes into GeoVenture, com-
ments like Sveinbjornson’s enthusiastic descriptor
“felt like summer camp!” make the program even
more worthwhile.

GeoVenture

Sask. educators get unique perspective on mining operations
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Economic corridors
Rodger Redman, chief of Standing Buffalo Dakota Nation, leading the Indige-

nous Economic Corridors initiative. 

By Sonal Gupta
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

Just west of Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle in Saskatchewan, the 
Standing Buffalo Dakota 
Nation is working across 
the US border to revive 
centuries-old trade routes 
as part of a new Indige-
nous-governed trade cor-
ridor. 

Trucks from the First 
Nation could soon be trans-
porting food, furniture 
and even critical minerals 
south of the border along 
ancestral pathways once 
used to move buffalo hides 
and pemmican across the 
Plains — without paying 
taxes or tariffs.

For generations, Indig-
enous peoples freely ex-
changed goods, knowledge 
and culture across the 
land that is now divided 
by the Canada–US border. 
Those networks were dis-
rupted by colonial laws 
that divided families and 
communities but they are 
now being reimagined as 
a modern supply chain 
grounded in Indigenous 
law and sovereignty. 

“We’re operationalizing 
our old corridors — tak-
ing ancient trade routes 
our elders told us about 
and articulating them in 
a modern context,” said 
Solomon Cyr, spokesper-
son for Standing Buffalo 
Dakota Nation. 

The First Nation plans 
to formalize its partner-
ship with the Fort Peck 
Sioux Tribes, in Montana, 
next week by signing a 
memorandum of under-
standing to advance the 
trade corridor and its in-
frastructure development.

The corridor intends 
to use traditional routes 
traversing Dakota territo-
ries in Saskatchewan, Al-
berta, Manitoba and into 
the United States, reviving 
the historic Oceti Sakowin 
trade network, a historic 
alliance of seven Dakota, 
Lakota and Nakota In-
digenous groups united 
by kinship, language 
and spiritual beliefs. The 
shared trade routes histor-
ically facilitated economic 
and military ties across 
their territories. “We have 
a lot of history, and even 
to this day, ties linking us 
to our relatives,” said Rod-
ger Redman, chief of the 
nation.

Redman said this cor-
ridor is not symbolic, but 
rather an economic engine 
for the countries. Stand-
ing Buffalo is located in a 
region rich with critical 
minerals vital to global 
industries including re-
newable energy and tech-
nology. By owning the 
corridor, Indigenous na-
tions can control the move-
ment of these resources 
and expand economic op-
portunities for their com-
munities.

The plan includes a 
$2-billion infrastructure 
proposal submitted to Can-
ada’s Privy Council aimed 
at developing core proj-
ects such as a cross-border 
trade portal, renewable en-
ergy corridors and smart 

transportation networks.
“We’re not only talking 

about natural gas or oil 
pipelines,” Cyr said. 
“We’re talking about furni-
ture, anything connected 
to the GDP that moves on
trucks, trains or pipelines 
that can be tax exempt, so 
long as the products move 
from point A to point B.” 

It is currently the only 
Indigenous nation actively 
pursuing a trade corridor 
of this kind, which could 
transform commerce be-
tween the United States 
and Canada. “It’s a very
distinctive and powerful 
world-class application of 
an old Indigenous order of 
operations,” Cyr said. 

Redman said the ini-
tiative is part of a centu-
ries-old relationship with 
the British Crown and In-
digenous allies, noting that 
the Nation never ceded its 
land or jurisdiction. 

“There was a promise to 
our people that we would 
continue to trade and be 
allowed to trade in our tra-
ditional territories. Today, 
we are operationalizing
those promises made by 
the Crown that we would 
continue to trade in our 
personal territory,” he 
said. 

The promise Redman 
is referring to is the Jay 
Treaty, a 1794 agreement 
between the United States 
and Great Britain that 
recognizes the right of In-
digenous peoples to freely 
cross the US-Canada bor-
der for trade and travel. 

Nadir André, a partner
at JFK Law with extensive 
experience in Aboriginal 
Law, said the Jay Treaty is 
the only legal source that 
could facilitate such move-
ment. But while the United 
States acknowledges and
enforces the treaty’s pro-
visions, Canada has never 
acknowledged the treaty.
In fact, a Supreme Court 
decision from the early 
2000s, known as the Mitch-
ell case, found that the Jay 
Treaty is not enforceable
in Canada. 

The court also ruled 
that there is no clear Ab-
original right under Sec-
tion 35 of the Canadian 
Constitution allowing In-
digenous peoples to bring 
goods across the border
for trade purposes. If a 
First Nation fuel com-
pany wanted to bring fuel 
from Canada to sell in the
United States, under US 
law this is allowed without 
paying duty taxes or tar-
iffs. However, the reverse 
— bringing goods from the 
US into Canada — is not le-
gally recognized. 

“If it’s not bilateral,
then it defeats the purpose, 
because then it would only 
confer an advantage to Ca-
nadian First Nations doing 
trade in the ‘States and it
would not be a counterpart 
for the American tribes to 
be able to trade in Can-
ada,” he said. 

John Desjarlais, execu-
tive director of the Indig-
enous Resource Network, 
believes this initiative 
could serve as another test 
of the Jay Treaty, which 
could set a precedent for 

other First Nations cre-
ating trade corridors 
and opportunities in re-
sources such as timber, 
oil and mining, as well as 
long-term manufacturing. 
However, many questions 
remain. 

“We’re pushing juris-
dictional boundaries and 
sovereignty within Can-
ada. What does that mean 
in the broader turmoil of
cross border trade between 
Canada and the US? What 
does protected, tax  and 
tariff free trade look like?”

André said there’s also 
concern that without clear 
verification processes, 
non-Indigenous companies 
could misuse the system 
by falsely claiming Indige-
nous status. 

He said considerations
for the corridor extend 
beyond customs lines, 
involving strict environ-
mental, health and safety 
regulations, as well. Many 
products, such as lumber 
and drinking water, re-
quire adherence to such 
standards. “Would you
allow drinkable water as 
a trade? Could you bring 
water by bulk from Can-
ada to the States through 
this initiative? Or would it 
be limited to certain items 
that are already allowed 
for trading?” 

Governance is another 
significant challenge. Can-
ada’s trade regulations 
come under the jurisdic-
tion of multiple layers of 
government — provinces,
territories and federal de-
partments — while the US 
adds its own complexity
with 51 states, each having 
separate rules. Coordinat-
ing among all these au-
thorities will be a daunting 
task.

André recalled that sim-
ilar efforts have been made 
before, such as during
the renegotiations of the 
North American Free 
Trade Agreement in 2016, 
but none succeeded. 

For the nation, this ini-
tiative is a breakthrough. 

Until 2024, the Standing 
Buffalo Dakota Nation was 
not officially recognized as 
an Indigenous nation in
Canada. That year, the Ca-
nadian government apolo-
gized for this mistake and 
formally recognized Stand-
ing Buffalo and eight other 
Dakota and Lakota First
Nations as Aboriginal peo-
ples, granting them consti-
tutional protections under 
Section 35. “We were called
refugees and treated in a 
discriminatory fashion 
without rights or recogni-
tion. Now, with constitu-
tional protections, we’re 
asserting sovereignty over 
our lands and trade,” Cyr 
said.

Redman has been ac-
tively advancing the trade 
corridor through interna-
tional diplomacy, includ-
ing high-level meetings 
in Mexico City with offi-
cials from CUSMA (Can-
ada-United States-Mexico 
Agreement), which re-
placed the former NAFTA 
agreement. He said that
while the nation contin-
ues to wait for Canada 
to formally recognize its 

sovereignty and legal 
framework, officials from 
Mexico and the US have 
shown greater openness to 
work together.

The Nation has also 
established its own con-
sultation frameworks and 
environmental oversight
processes to ensure that 
its voices and rights re-

main central in develop-
ments on their lands. The 
funding for their initiative 
is expected to come from 
multiple sources including 
the First Nations Finance 
Authority, the federal In-
digenous Loan Guarantee 
Program, nation’s capital
and other investment part-
nerships.

“We’re not begging for
crumbs anymore. We’re 
demanding what’s rightly 
ours and share our respon-
sibility to Mother Earth,”
Redman said. “We’re as-
serting our sovereignty.
We’re here to give them
notice that we have our
trade corridor and we’re 
implementing that.”

Indigenous nations plan customs-free
trade corridor across Canada-US border
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Canola industry being 
sacrificed while auto 
gets special treatment

Ontario Premier Doug Ford has been vocal in 
recent weeks about his demand that Prime Minis-
ter Mark Carney maintain a 100 per cent tariff  on 
Chinese-made electric vehicles. Ford argues that 
without the tariff, Ontario’s auto sector — which 
employs more than 150,000 people and has attracted 
over $46 billion in new investments since 2020 — 
could be devastated. There is no question the auto 
industry matters, but here in Saskatchewan we can-
not ignore the double standard.

While the federal government rushes to protect 
auto jobs in the East, farmers and processors in the 
Prairies are left to shoulder the costs of  trade retal-
iation. China has already responded to Canada’s EV 
tariffs by targeting one of  our most vital industries: 
canola. The contrast in treatment is staggering. 
Canola contributes nearly $44 billion each year to 
the Canadian economy when its entire value chain 
is considered, making it one of  the most significant 
drivers of  national prosperity. By comparison, Can-
ada’s motor vehicle and parts manufacturing sector 
contributes about $16.5 billion annually to GDP. Yet 
it is the smaller sector that receives the lion’s share 
of  government protection and support, while the 
larger one is left exposed.

This imbalance is not just a matter of  numbers; 
it is a matter of  fairness and national vision. When 
Eastern auto jobs are threatened, billions of  dollars 
in subsidies, tariffs, and political attention are mo-
bilized in response. When Western canola farmers 
lose access to one of  their largest export markets 
because of  retaliatory tariffs, Ottawa’s answer is 
tepid at best. Some modest program adjustments 
and calls for market diversification are offered, but 
nothing on the scale of  the protections extended to 
auto.

For Saskatchewan, this is more than regional 
grievance. Canola is the backbone of  our rural 
communities, sustaining thousands of  jobs and 
supporting local economies across the province. 
The livelihoods of  producers, truckers, processors, 
and entire towns are tied to this crop. When export 
markets close or prices fall, the blow is not theoret-
ical — it is felt in household incomes, farm balance 
sheets, and the survival of  small towns.

What makes the current policy direction trou-
bling is the sense that Canada is comfortable sac-
rificing the West to secure the East. Ottawa may 
argue that the auto industry is strategic, but so 
too is agriculture. Canola is not just another crop; 
it is a global export, a Canadian innovation, and a 
cornerstone of  our trade balance. Allowing it to be 
collateral damage in a tariff  war undermines both 
our economy and our unity.

If  this country truly wants to act in its national 
interest, it must recognize that prosperity cannot 
be built in only one region. Auto jobs in Windsor 
and Oakville deserve protection, but so do canola 
producers in Weyburn, Whitewood, and Wadena. To 
prioritize one while neglecting the other is not just 
unfair — it is a mistake. When canola fields suffer, 
the consequences ripple far beyond Saskatchewan. 
Canada cannot afford to treat agriculture as ex-
pendable while treating auto as untouchable. Both 
deserve protection, and both deserve respect.

- Chris Ashfield, GNG

Ottawa is once again warning of  a looming federal 
deficit, and while budget shortfalls may sound like dis-
tant problems for those on Parliament Hill, the reality 
is that Saskatchewan communities will feel the impact 
more directly than most.

For a province like ours—where agriculture, min-
ing, and energy are the backbone of  local economies 
— federal spending decisions are not abstract. They 
determine whether municipalities can move forward 
with infrastructure projects, whether farmers can ac-
cess needed supports in times of  drought, and whether 
small towns can keep their schools and hospitals open. 
Every time Ottawa runs a higher deficit, the risk grows 
that our communities will be asked to “tighten belts” 
while national programs are cut or delayed.

Saskatchewan residents know the value of  living 
within one’s means. Municipal councils balance their 
budgets annually because they don’t have the luxury 
of  printing money. Towns like Melville, Whitewood, 
Kipling, Fort Qu’Appelle and Grenfell can’t simply run 
endless deficits — they either raise taxes or delay proj-
ects. Ottawa, on the other hand, borrows billions on the 
promise that someone else will pay the bill later. That 
“someone” will be our children and grandchildren.

Of  course, not all spending is bad. Saskatchewan 
has benefited from cost-shared federal programs that 
funded waterworks, roads, and recreation centres. 
Investments in agricultural research and rail capac-

ity have strengthened our export economy. But these 
programs are sustainable only when Ottawa manages 
its finances responsibly. A ballooning federal deficit 
threatens to put them at risk, leaving municipalities 
scrambling to find funding on their own.

The concern is not only about today’s numbers but 
also tomorrow’s opportunities. Higher deficits mean 
higher interest costs. Already, billions of  tax dollars 
nationally are going just to pay interest — money that 
could be building highways to move grain, improving 
rural broadband, or supporting health care workers in 
small-town hospitals. Saskatchewan contributes more 
than its share to Confederation through our resource 
wealth; it is only fair to expect federal finances to be 
handled in a way that ensures those contributions 
come back to strengthen communities rather than 
being swallowed up servicing debt.

Saskatchewan people are pragmatic. We believe 
in investing when it makes sense but also in taking a 
hard look at the books. Ottawa must do the same. A 
deficit today may feel like a political calculation, but 
in our towns and rural municipalities it translates to 
tough choices, deferred projects, and higher costs to-
morrow. Saskatchewan deserves better than promises 
on credit—we deserve a sustainable federal plan that 
respects the realities of  those who feed, fuel, and build 
this country.

- Chris Ashfield, GNG

A federal deficit Saskatchewan cannot afford
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Giant Pumpkin Growing

A unique way to volunteer & support community
By Connie Schwalm

Grasslands News 

If you have never tried to grow a giant 
pumpkin before, it might be tempting to 
assume that it is a relatively simple pro-
cess.

One simply transplants the pump-
kin plant into its well-prepared spot of 
ground and gives it water and fertilizer 
occasionally – right?

Well… there’s a bit more to it than 
that.

But, as the impressive line-up of 
pumpkins on display at the Windthorst 
Great Pumpkin Weigh-in last Saturday 
demonstrated, all the time and effort 
growers put into helping their pumpkin 
achieve its full potential can yield big…
REALLY big… results.

About 110 people came to the event 
and as Bernard Steele (2025 Champion 
Grower & Lions Club member) notes, 
this was the first time some had seen 
pumpkins that large.

“There were some 
folks from Esterhazy and 
Glenavon that I haven’t 
seen there before,” he ob-
served. “And some visi-
tors who happened to be 
here for the weekend de-
cided to come and check 
this Great Pumpkin thing 
out too. So, we had some 
first-time people here this 
year. It was great to see 
new faces. We know that 
some folks were too busy 
with harvest to come, so 
having new people here 
helped make up for that. 
And it’s fun to see peo-
ple’s reaction when they 
see the pumpkins. People who have been 
here before aren’t blown away by the size 
anymore. But when someone has never 
seen a 600-700 lb. pumpkin before, their 
eyes can get pretty big!”

Although the season had brought 
some less-than-ideal conditions, Steele 
observes that people found ways to help 
their pumpkin grow past the obstacles.

“There were challenges. My pump-
kin got going around July 16, when I 
pollinated it. Normally, we see pump-
kins here that are around that 700-750 
lb. range. But it was a cool summer with 
lots of clouds and smoke. So, the pump-
kins didn’t get the heat they normally do. 
Still, we got some decent-sized pumpkins 
this year.”

Steele’s pumpkin earned him the title 
of Champion Grower for a second time, 
weighing in at 618 pounds. Placing Sec-
ond was a 569.4 pumpkin grown by an-
other past champion, Dwight Larsen, 
who had stepped away from growing 
for a while. Steele says that first time 
growers can underestimate the amount 
of effort needed to reach weights that 
qualify as “gigantic” and adds that even 
experienced growers can find the effort 
time-consuming.

“It’s fun to be part of this, whether 
you’ve done it before or not. But for first-
time growers like the three we had this 
year, it might have been more challeng-

ing than they thought it would be. I know 
that the first year I was in it, I knew I’d 
want to take part again, even though I 
didn’t come close to winning. But I found 
out pretty quickly that first year how 
time-consuming it is – and my pumpkin 
was only 100 pounds! That’s why long-
term growers get to the point where they 
find they need to take a break. They just 
want to have the freedom to do other 
things over the summer.”

However, Steele points out that the 
success of the Windthorst and District 
Lion Club’s Great Pumpkin Competition 
has brought some huge benefits to the 
community, and the area around it.

“This has been an incredibly suc-
cessful fundraiser, year after year. In 
Windthorst itself, we’ve provided fund-
ing for the basketball and pickleball 
courts. We spearheaded the effort to pur-
chase new playground equipment. We 
provided funding for renovations to the 
hall. And now this year, $10,000 in fund-

ing is going to do renova-
tions at the arena. As well, 
we’ve donated $10,000 to 
STARS, bought beds for the 
Long-Term Care in Kipling 
and contributed to the hos-
pital when it was being 
built. So, this has done some 
big things in Windthorst 
and the surrounding com-
munity too.”

He goes on to say that 
this success means that 
anyone who steps forward 
to be a pumpkin grower is 
volunteering their time and 
effort to their community in 
a unique way. 

“The Lions Club pays a 
small prize out to the growers who place 
First, Second and Third in the competi-
tion. But that’s only a small ‘Thank-you’ 
to them. There’s no financial gain in this 
for the grower, only for the investors 
who buy the growers at our Cinco De 
Mayo Pumpkin Growers Calcutta in the 
spring. So ultimately, our growers are 
volunteers who are donating their time 
and effort to their community.

“The nice part about it is that this is 
a way for folks to volunteer who might 
not be able to do so otherwise. Lyndon 
Dayman, for example, hasn’t been able to 
volunteer for many things over the past 
few years. So, he’s loving this, and so is 
his family. His family is happy to buy 
him every year, because they see it’s a 
great fundraiser and see the money being 
spent in the community. Their mom was 
also a fantastic gardener, so this is a way 
for them to remember their parents. Lyn-
don says that he is in this until he wins 
it (and might keep on going after that).

“Really, this has brought different 
people together in the community, and 
the area around us. Even though it’s a lot 
of work, it’s a lot of fun too. We’re com-
petitive but we’re friendly! And stepping 
up to be a pumpkin grower means that 
you’re volunteering to be part of a great 
fundraiser, that allows us to do much big-
ger things than any of us could manage 
alone!”

Final Results

2025 Great 

Pumpkin

Competition

Pumpkin Growers
Although it requires a lot of time and effort these volunteers were happy to 

step up and become pumpkin growers this year. Pictured front row, left to 

right, are, Samantha Daku, Irina Bauman, Madeline Steele, Hannah Heaton 

with Tate and Dwight Larsen. Back row, left to right, are, Bernard Steele, Henro 

Sutherland, Martin King, Peter Sweeten, Matt Hunter and Lyndon Dayman. 

Celebrating victory
Bernard Steele (kneeling behind pumpkin) and the group who purchased him

in the spring left to right Norm Jones, Karen Jones and Mit Patel) were all

smiles as Bernard claimed the title of champion grower for the second time.

Norm Jones wheel in a potential champion pumpkin up to the scales to weigh

in as Dwight Larsen and the crowd look on at the Great Pumpkin Weigh-in on 

Saturday 
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LANDFILL

• Dec. 1 to March 31 •
Monday to Friday 9:00 to 4:30

Saturday and Sunday Closed
Closed Statutory Holidays

• April 1 to Nov. 30 •
Monday to Saturday

8:00 to 4:30
Sunday Closed

Closed Statutory Holidays
ACCEPTING: Used oil, filters and containers; 

Used Antifreeze; Batteries; Select household 
chemicals; Grain Bags & Twine; Concrete; 

Asphalt.
Info: northvalleywaste.ca

Ribbon cut 
Kyle Jeworski, head of Bunge Canada (middle) uses a manual hedge trimmer

last week as Rick Bennett, President and CEO of REAL (left) and Regina Mayor

Chad Bachynski assist. 

By Ryan Kiedrowski
Grasslands News 

With the $8.2 billion 
USD Bunge and Viterra 
merger closing back on 
July 2, there’s been some 
changes. The company is 
under one name now – that 
being Bunge – and part 
of that merger included 
some property in Regina’s 
REAL District. Last week 
noted the official opening 
of the Bunge International 
Trade Centre, which for-
merly featured the Viterra 
name.

“Partnerships like 
this one more essen-
tial,” said Regina Mayor 
Chad Bachynski during 
the Sept. 22 event. “They 
bring together public and 
private sectors to build 
spaces that serve our 
community economically, 
agriculturally and social 
they help us attract world 
class events, support local 

businesses and show-
case.”

A couple big events for 
agricultural producers at 
the location are Agribi-
tion (coming Nov. 24 to 29) 
Canada’s Farm Show pre-
sented by Bunge, running 
March 17 to 19, 2026.

“As many of you know, 
a large part of what 
makes this building spe-
cial is its connection in 
our DNA to the agricul-
tural community,” said 
Rick Bennett, President 
and CEO of REAL. “Each 
year, we host the Cana-
dian Western Agribition, 
and in addition, in the 
springtime, presented by 
Bunge is Canada’s Farm 
Show. These two signa-
ture events highlight the 
importance of agriculture 
to our economy, our cul-
ture and our future. With 
Bunge’s name on this fa-
cility, that connection is 
even stronger than ever.”

This past spring was 
the first year Canada’s 
Farm Show moved to a 
spring date, which or-
ganizers say was a suc-
cessful move. Exhibitor 
booths had sold out, which 
is a hopeful outcome for 
the next event.

“We’ve been the pre-
senting sponsor of Can-
ada’s Farm Show since 
2007 with a presence at the 
show since its first began 
in 1978 and I can tell you 
that at Bunge we’re very 
excited for the next edition 

of Canada’s Farm Show 
taking place in March,” 
said Kyle Jeworski, head 
of Bunge Canada. “Today, 
I’m pleased to say that 
we’re continuing our 
partnership with the re-
branding of this facility to 
the Bunge International 
Trade Center. This mod-
ern and multi-purpose 
facility will continue to 
act as a setting for world 
class events such as agri-
cultural shows, Canada’s 
Farm Show, as well as 
other events where people 
can connect, collaborate 
and experience some of 
what our city has to offer 
and support Regina’s rep-
utation as a great place to 
do business. And while 
our name has changed, 
our commitment to cus-
tomers, our communities 
and our industry does re-
main the same.”

Back in 2021, the facil-
ity was named the Viterra 
International Trade Cen-
tre.

“These are exciting 
times for agriculture, 
and we look forward to 
working side by side with 
farmers in Saskatchewan 
and across western Can-
ada and continue to show 
the world why we’re the 
best at what we do as a 
company,” Jeworski said. 
“Bunge has continued to 
grow and make signifi-
cant investments in our 
business to continue com-
peting at a global stage.”

New name for International Trade 
Centre after Bunge/Viterra merge

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Canada Post is preparing for sweeping 
changes after reporting a $407 million 
loss before tax in the second quarter of 
2025. Since 2018, the postal service has ac-
cumulated more than $5 billion in losses, 
leading the federal government to call its 
current business model “unsustainable.”

Ottawa has directed Canada Post 
to begin a transformation that will be 
phased in over the next several years. 
Some changes have already been con-
firmed, while others are being studied 
as potential options to help stabilize the 
corporation.

Immediate Changes (1–2 Years)
The first stage of reform is expected 

to focus on cutting costs. Canada Post 
has been directed to continue converting 
more households from door-to-door de-
livery to community mailboxes, a move 
already underway in many communities. 
Exceptions are expected for seniors and 
people with mobility challenges.

Delivery standards will also be relaxed 
for non-urgent mail, meaning letters and 
small parcels may take longer to arrive. 
The corporation is expected to rely more 
on ground transport instead of costly air 
shipping for standard deliveries.

Rural post offices could also be af-
fected. The federal government recently 
lifted a long-standing moratorium on 
rural closures, giving Canada Post the 
option to consolidate or repurpose un-
derused outlets. Some locations may be 
merged with municipal offices, retail 
stores, or Service Canada counters to 
maintain access while cutting operating 
costs.

Medium-Term Possibilities (3–5 Years)
In the next three to five years, analysts 

believe Canada Post will turn its atten-
tion toward regaining market share in 
the parcel sector, where its position has 
slipped in recent years. Possible mea-
sures could include installing more par-
cel lockers in both cities and small towns 
to allow residents to pick up packages 
outside of regular post office hours.

Canada Post has also signaled that it
may look at expanding the range of gov-
ernment services offered at post offices.
This could include areas such as pass-
port applications, pension support, and
employment insurance access — reduc-
ing the need for rural residents to travel 
long distances.

Long-Term Options (6–10 Years)
Over the longer term, Canada Post

could explore larger structural changes 
modeled on international examples. In
countries like France and Italy, post of-
fices have expanded into banking ser-
vices, offering savings accounts, loans,
and insurance. While no decision has
been made in Canada, observers say 
postal banking is one option that could
help both generate revenue and fill gaps 
left by commercial banks that have
closed branches in rural areas.

Sustainability is another area under
review. Canada Post has expressed in-
terest in moving toward electric delivery
vehicles in larger centres such as Regina
and Saskatoon, while testing new ap-
proaches — including the potential use of 
drones — to reach northern and remote 
communities.

Analysts also suggest that by the end
of the decade, post offices could be trans-
formed into multi-use hubs that combine
mail and parcel services with financial
programs, government counters, and 
possibly even community space.

Saskatchewan Impact
For Saskatchewan residents, the ef-

fects of the changes could be wide-rang-
ing. Some communities may see reduced
delivery frequency or the closure of
stand-alone post offices, while others
could gain new services such as parcel
lockers, Service Canada counters, or
even postal banking if that option moves
forward.

Officials have set a target of stopping
Canada Post’s financial losses within the 
next four years and moving the corpora-
tion toward profitability by the end of the
decade. The challenge will be balancing
financial realities with the essential role 
postal services play in rural and north-
ern communities.

Canada Post reform could bring 
major changes to Saskatchewan



Many mountain climbers and 
ultra-hikers may dream of 
scaling Mt. Everest, but the 
path to the summit is also one 
of the world’s deadliest grave-
yards. More than 200 climb-
ers’ bodies remain scattered
across its icy slopes, frozen 
where they fell. In the thin 
air of the “Death Zone” 
(above 8,000 meters), re-
covery is nearly impossi-
ble. Since the bodies don’t 
decay, they stay preserved for decades, 
sometimes forever. Some have become eerie land-
marks for those still chasing the summit. The most 
infamous is “Green Boots,” a climber whose fluo-
rescent footwear made him an unavoidable marker 
on the Northeast Ridge route. For years, every 
climber had to crawl past his frozen form, a silent 
reminder of the risks.

A man is suing a Winnipeg grocer and some 
of his staff, alleging they left him concussed with 
fractures to his skull and permanent hearing and 
vision impairment after attempting to disrupt 
his efforts to steal a car outside the store. Michael 
Prince, 36, is seeking damages in a lawsuit against 
Dino’s Food Mart, manager Rajan Varma and eight 
unnamed staff. Prince says he is unable to seek, and 
maintain, employment and  also suffers from con-
stant fear, anxiety, apprehensiveness, depression 
and feelings of worthlessness as a result. Prince 
admits he stole a jacket from Dinos, that contained 
a wallet and key fob. He later returned to use the fob 
to steal a car parked outside the store. “The amount 
of force used against him was far in excess of what 
was necessary to execute a citizen’s arrest or detain 
him pending the arrival of law enforcement,” the 
lawsuit says. Crown prosecutors did not authorize 
charges against Varma or his staff, even though 
someone used a hammer in the “assault”.

I had not heard of the term, ‘rolling coal’ before 
this. The disgusting and unhealthy stunt is to open 
the door to a building, usually a restaurant and 
letting a blast of diesel exhaust enter. Rolling coal 
is illegal because it relies on aftermarket devices 
that bypass vehicles’ emissions control systems. 
The worst case of rolling coal happened near Hous-
ton, when a teenager ran over six cyclists while 
allegedly engaging in the misbehavior. He was later 
indicted on six counts of aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon. At the very least, the tactic should 
be assault and charges can be escalated if bodily 
injury occurs,

Authorities responded to an apartment in West 
Houston, Texas, finding three toddlers who led 
officers to the bodies of the parents, dead in a 
suspected murder-suicide. Neighbors initially came 
upon the “hungry and thirsty” children, ages 1 to 3, 
outside the home. It appears that a 26-year-old man 
shot the mother of the children before turning the 
gun on himself. The woman had discussed leaving 
her husband, but, “Her main thing is that she didn’t 
want to leave because of the kids.” It appears that 
the kids were in the house with their dead parents 
for at least a day.

“90 per cent of bald men still own a comb. They 
just can’t part with it.” I know, I know… sorry.

An 85-year-old man lost his life after a herd of 
cows charged him and his wife during a hike 
in the Austrian Alps. The retired couple from 
Vienna was walking their dog near a mountain 
hut in Styria province when nine cows, including 
three calves, suddenly stampeded. The man and 
his 82-year-old wife were airlifted to a hospital in 
Salzburg but the man died before surgery could be 
performed. Witnesses say the cows were apparently 
disturbed by the couple’s dog, a mixed breed that 
was slightly injured. Fatal encounters with cows 
are rare in Austria, where cattle typically graze 
unfenced in popular hiking regions, but a woman 
was fatally trampled by cows last year while hiking 
with her two small dogs in Salzburg. In response to 
a fatal cow attack a decade ago, Austria introduced 
safety guidelines for mountain walkers, such as 
maintaining a safe distance from cattle and to keep 
dogs on a short leash.

A state-appointed North Carolina elections of-
ficial resigned after he was arrested and accused 
of spiking his granddaughters’ ice cream with 
illicit narcotics. I would hope so. James Edwin 
Yokeley Jr., 66, had been chairman of the Surry 
County Board of Elections before he submitted his 
letter of resignation. Of course, his letter was full of 
accusations of false charges. Yokeley was booked on 
suspicion of contaminating food with a controlled 
substance and felony child abuse, and no possible 
explanation was offered. The man was obsessed 
with the results of the 2020 election and spewed 
RJK, Jr’s, anti-vaccine rhetoric.

Until next time, keep reading between the lines... 

Gene Hauta 

It’s a Strange World
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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

From lagoon expansions in Whitewood and Lipton to 
a new town hall in Broadview and lift station upgrades 
in Melville, southeast Saskatchewan communities have 
seen firsthand how cost-shared infrastructure pro-
grams like the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Pro-
gram strengthen quality of life and support economic 
growth. Local leaders say these investments are vital 
to keeping small towns vibrant and are now pushing 
Ottawa for a renewed commitment.

Government Relations Minister Eric Schmalz and 
Advanced Education Minister Ken Cheveldayoff are 
leading a Saskatchewan delegation to Ottawa this week 
to advocate for a new cost-shared agreement with the 
federal government. They will be joined by represen-
tatives from the province’s largest cities—including 
Regina, Saskatoon, Moose Jaw, Prince Albert, Swift 
Current, North Battleford, and Yorkton—as well as the 
Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities and 
the Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association.

Since 2019, ICIP funding has supported 460 projects 
worth more than $2 billion across Saskatchewan. The 
federal government contributed $907 million, the prov-
ince over $700 million, and municipalities and local 
partners added more than $475 million. In southeast 
Saskatchewan, the program has helped fund White-
wood’s lagoon expansion, upgrades to Grenfell’s water 
system, Broadview’s swimming pool renewal, and 
major road and culvert improvements in rural munici-

palities such as Elcapo and Kingsley. Facilities like the 
Kipling arena and Indian Head’s community recreation 
spaces have also benefitted from infrastructure dollars.

“We are making the case that Ottawa return to the 
successful cost-share models that support the stability 
and economic growth of our municipalities,” Minister 
Schmalz said. “The bottom line is that investments 
into community-building projects are investments in a 
strong and stable nation.”

Rural leaders say infrastructure renewal is critical 
to ensuring safety and supporting Saskatchewan’s re-
source-driven economy. “Strengthening infrastructure 
in rural Saskatchewan is essential to improving quality 
of life and ensuring the safe and efficient transportation 
of the vital resources that help feed both our nation and 
the world,” said SARM President Bill Huber.

Urban municipalities are also pressing for federal 
support, noting their role as service hubs. “We need 
a shared infrastructure program that ensures we can 
provide both the core infrastructure and quality of life 
infrastructure that keeps our communities vibrant 
and strengthens our province,” said SUMA President 
Randy Goulden.

Although the existing ICIP agreement is set to run 
until 2034, it has already reached its funding capacity. 
With no new projects able to move forward, Saskatch-
ewan leaders will meet with federal officials Oct. 1 and 
2 to push for a new round of investment, arguing that 
stable infrastructure funding is essential to everything 
from safe drinking water in small towns to recreational 
facilities that help attract and keep families in rural 
Saskatchewan.

Infrastructure funding vital to communities 
as province pushes for renewal in Ottawa

Submitted
Grasslands News 

A shocking new survey has found 
two-thirds of Saskatchewan people 
can’t keep up with the cost of living, 
three quarters are stressed about 
money and more than half say it’s 
difficult to feed their own families.  

Still, the Sask. Party sits on its 
hands, doing nothing to lower costs 
for families and continuing to pile 
on tens of millions in egregious 
taxes for groceries, kids’ clothing 
and more.

“It’s been 18 years of this misman-
aging, tax-and-squander govern-
ment that cares only about propping 
up their friends and insiders,” said 
Trent Wotherspoon, Saskatchewan 
NDP Finance Shadow Minister. 
“Self-reliant Saskatchewan people 
are working harder and harder and 
still falling farther behind. 

“It’s time to end the taxes on 
groceries on clothing and end the 
constant run of financial waste and 

mismanagement by Scott Moe and 
his ministers.” 

The new survey, conducted by 
Angus Reid, found cost of living was 
the No. 1 issue facing 62 per cent of 
Saskatchewan people. More than a 
quarter (26 per cent) said they were 
worried about the Sask. Party’s defi-
cit and government spending. 

As well, among Saskatchewan 
people surveyed: 

• 66 per cent said they can’t keep 
up with the cost of living, the high-
est rate in the country 

• 51 per cent say it is difficult to 
feed their household, the highest 
rate in the country  

• 76 per cent say they’re stressed 
about money 

• 69 per cent say debt is a source 
of stress in their household 

• 57 per cent said they would not 
be able to manage a “one-time unex-
pected expense” of over $1000 this 
month 

• 41 per cent said it is difficult to 
make either rent or mortgage pay-

ments 
• As well, 69 per cent said they’re 

going to restaurants less, 58 per cent 
said they’re less likely to order take-
out, 56 per cent are spending less on 
entertainment and 50 per cent are 
spending less on travel and vaca-
tions 

“This survey makes it clear that 
most Saskatchewan people don’t 
have a dollar to spare,” Wother-
spoon said. “It’s having a mas-
sive impact on their quality of life 
and on the local small businesses, 
restaurants and tourism ventures 
they would typically support with 
their hard-earned money. 

“This is bad for people’s wallets 
and bad for the economy. It’s time 
for a government that’s focused on 
building a future where everyone 
can pay the bills, put a roof over 
their head, food on the kitchen table 
and still be able to put a little money 
away for retirement and a well-de-
served break.” 

Two-thirds of Sask. people can’t keep up with cost of living
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NDP accuses Sask Party of stacking the deck on SHA board
By Ryan Kiedrowski

Grasslands News 

The NDP’s Shadow 
Health Minister Meara 
Conway attempted to fire 
a healthcare cannonball 
across the bow of the Sas-
katchewan Health Au-
thority’s board recently, 
accusing the provincial 
government of stacking 
the deck with ‘political 
loyalists.’

“Our healthcare sys-
tem has become bloated, 
top-heavy and discon-
nected from local commu-
nities because the Sask 
Party is stacking its lead-
ership with their political 
insiders,” Conway told 
reporters during a press 
conference at the Legis-
lature in Regina on Sept. 
24. “It should be frontline 
workers and healthcare 
experts filling those se-
nior positions - not the 
best friends of Moe and 
his ministers.”

Conway began naming 
those people connected 
with both the governing 
Sask Party and the SHA, 
noting the two most senior 
members and “at least 
half of the SHA board” 
have such ties.

Included in the list 
were SHA board chair Ar-
lene Wiks; former Health 
Ministers Paul Merri-
man, and (SHA vice-chair) 
Tyler Bragg; Everett 
Hindley; Jim Billington; 
Brenda Abrametz; Mar-
ilyn Charlton; and Gary 
Zabos.

“The SHA should op-
erate independent of pol-
iticians here in Regina, 
not at their behest,” Con-
way said. “To build a 
strong health care system 
for the future, we must 
take resources and deci-
sion-making power away 
from political insiders in 
Regina and give it back 
to local leaders, frontline 
workers, and healthcare 
experts.”

When asked if the NDP 
has previously raised the 
concern of how the SHA 
board is comprised, Con-
way admitted that they 
had not. 

During a constituency 
tour on Sept. 25 that saw 
stops in Grenfell, White-
wood, and Moosomin, 
Premier Scott Moe was 
asked for his reaction to 
the NDP’s claims and if 
the SHA board might see 
changes as a result.

“There’s a number of 
people in this province 
that will donate to one 
party or to the other,” he 
told Grasslands News. 
“For the last 15 or 20 
years, we’ve been in a sit-
uation in Saskatchewan 
where probably more are 
interested in supporting 
the Saskatchewan Party 
than the NDP. That’s how 
it is. You’re going to see 
that type of discrepancy 
on a number of boards 
whether they be private 
sector boards or whether 
they be public sector 
boards that are appointed 
as well.”

Premier Moe empha-
sized that members of the 
SHA are chosen based on 
their credentials and not 
political affiliation. 

“I would ask the NDP  
to start to question the 
credentials of the public 
members that are essen-
tially donating their time 
and their expertise to 
make decisions on behalf 
of all Saskatchewan resi-
dents and quit question-
ing which political party 
- federally or provincially 
- they might support,” he 
said. “These are capable 
people that we have the ut-
most of faith in, and there 
won’t be any changes.”

Consultations launched
A province-wide con-

sultation about the future 
of healthcare in Saskatch-
ewan was also launched 
last week as the NDP 
promised to deliver ‘big 
bold change’ for a system 
in crisis.

“We used to lead the 
country in healthcare. 
Now, under the Sask. 
Party, we rank dead last,” 
Conway said. “Health-
care workers are leaving 
in droves. The system is 
broken, but we believe 
Saskatchewan people can 
help us fix it.”

Conway and Shadow 
Minister for Rural and 
Remote Health, Jared 
Clarke, urged the public 
to visit YourCareYour-
Say.ca as a place where 
residents can make their 
voices heard.

“We’re excited to have 
launched our consultation 
to hear from Saskatche-
wan people around how 
to fix health care,” Clarke 
told Grasslands News. 
“This is really an opportu-
nity for patients, for fam-
ily members, for health 
care workers, to send in 
their thoughts, their expe-
riences about how health-
care is going from their 
perspective, and for us to 
gather that information.”

Clarke added that they 
will be reaching out to 
various stakeholders in 
the healthcare field across 
the province, including 
community leaders and 
local healthcare profes-
sionals.

“We want to talk to as 
many people as we can, 
because we know that 
healthcare isn’t working 
for so many people - espe-
cially in rural Saskatche-
wan,” he said. 

The consultation is 
planned to take place over 
the next six months before 
a report is published with 
findings based on those 
community suggestions. 

“It’s not a firm time-
line,” Clarke said of the 
consultation process. “We 
want to talk to as many 
people as we can, and so 
however long that takes 
us. But the end goal is to 
have a document that we 
can share publicly about 
what we’ve heard from 
people, and then move for-
ward with some of these 
big, bold ideas.”

Clarke also noted that 
the NDP aren’t planning 
to create an entirely new 
system when it comes to 
healthcare in the prov-
ince, and some programs 
currently in place will 
likely stay that way – de-
pending on the results of 
consultations.

“Part of this consul-
tation is about hearing 

what’s working well,” he 
said. “We’re not talking 
about dismantling the en-
tire system, but we want 
to hear from people about 
what is working well in 
the health care system and 
what isn’t. What things 
should we be bolstering 
and adding on to, and 
what things do we need 
to revamp and take a new 
look or a new approach to 
delivering.”

CT scanner still on pause
One of those concerns 

is that of a CT scanner 
in the region– something 
long awaited and continu-
ally at a standstill.

“There’s work being 
done,” assured Kevin 
Weedmark, MLA for 
Moosomin-Montmartre. 
“(The) SHA has been to 
the facility and taken a 
look, and there’s still two 
routes it could go. There’s 
the private route or the 
SHA route.”

Determining how much 
the project will cost and 
how the equipment could 
fit into the Moosomin fa-
cility are lingering ques-

tions.
“The first question is, 

let’s figure out what’s in-
volved, what’s the cost,” 
Weedmark told Grass-
lands News. “That’s the 
work that’s being done
now. SHA had their head
of medical imaging out
earlier in the summer,
and then again in August,
doing some work, taking, 
taking some notes, and
then just trying to figure
out exactly what the next
steps could be.”

Expanding on that
statement, Premier Moe 
noted the long-term con-
siderations involved.

“Some of the work that 
needs to happen now on
the operational costs,
where it would go, what 
those capital costs might 
be, and do we have the
qualified folks to continue
the operation for not just 
the next year or two, but
for years in the future,” he
said. “So, there are some
questions to answer be-
fore you invest in a piece 
of infrastructure like that
to ensure that it’s going to
be available today, but the 
need is certainly there.”

Similar responses were
provided the same time 
last year when then-Min-
ister of Rural and Remote 
Health, Tim MacLeod,
spoke of a formal assess-
ment being required back
in September 2024. At that
time, preliminary conver-
sations with Prairie Sky
Medical Imaging were 
also noted as happening.

To date, $307,204.85 of 
the estimated $1.5 million
price tag has been fund-
raised for a CT scanner 
in Moosomin. According
to a wait time snapshot 
published on Sept. 4 by the 
provincial government,
there are 8,377 people (as 
of the end of June 2025) in 
Saskatchewan waiting for 
a CT scan (an increase of
567 since March 31). Re-
cent data also shows nine
out of 10 patients in Sas-
katchewan waited 82 days 
or fewer for a CT scan, but 
some have also been on 
the waiting list for over a
year anticipating a call.

You remain anonymous.

CRIMINALS 

Working to make our communities safer for over 25 years.

online at www.saskcrimestoppers.com

Schedule Subject to change. 

Please call us at 306-783-9437

FOR MORE INFO

OR FOR BOOKING 

CALL:

Manager 
Barry (Junior) Baczuk
306-730-0129

Sales
Carter Cyhla
306-621-5421

Salesman, 
Kelvington 
Contact
Clint Peterson
306-327-8325

Salesman/Foreman
Brian Rathgeber
306-730-9225

Offi  ce Manager
Virginia Vargo
306-783-9437 

Fax: 306-782-4110

UPCOMING SALES

Yorkton, SK

Listen for the Heartland 
Market Report and Updates 

on: CJGX, CKRM, CKDM

OCTOBER
      Wednesday 1st Presort Sale

0AM
   Wednesday 8th Presort Sale 

   Wednesday 15th Presort Sale 

   Wednesday 22nd Presort Sale 

   Wednesday 29th Presort Sale

NOVEMBER
   Wednesday 5th Presort Sale - All Breeds  10AM
  Wednesday 12th Presort Sale - All Breeds  10AM
  Friday 14th Bred Cow & Heifer Sale  11AM
  Wednesday 19th Presort Sale   10AM
  Friday 14th Bred Cow & Heifer Sale  11AM
  Wednesday 26th Presort Sale   10AM

BIGWAY FOODS

OPEN 7 
DAYS A 
WEEK!

Call: 306-695-3766 or
Toll Free: 1-877-791-7441

FULL SERVICE
 MEAT DEPARTMENT

With Fresh Deli, Meat Packs 
Meat, Vegetable & Fruit Trays

Delivery available within town limits!

OPEN: 

8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

 SUNDAY 
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

444 Grand Ave Indian Head, SK

Stacked deck 

-



Career Explorations 
returns to Yorkton

Submitted
Grasslands News 

After a two-year hiatus, Career Ex-
plorations is back! This signature event, 
hosted in partnership by Good Spirit 
School Division, Christ the Teacher 
Catholic School Division, and Suncrest 
College, offers students and community 
members a unique opportunity to ex-
plore careers, training programs, and 
education pathways.

Career Explorations 2025 will take 
place at the Gallagher Centre in Yorkton 
on Tuesday, October 7. The morning ses-
sion will welcome over 1,600 high school 
students, while the afternoon session, 
from 12:00 to 2:00 PM, is open to the pub-
lic.

The event features 70+ employers and 
education exhibitors, interactive presen-

tations, and hands-on activities, giving 
attendees a chance to learn about a wide 
range of careers and post-secondary op-
tions.

This year’s event is made possible 
thanks to generous sponsors: CN Railway 
as the title sponsor, and Rocky Moun-
tain Equipment, Legacy Co-op, and The 
Mosaic Company as premium sponsors. 
Their support helps make this valuable 
career exploration experience accessible 
to everyone.

“Career Explorations is a fantastic 
opportunity for students and commu-
nity members to connect with employers 
and educational institutions in one place. 
We’re excited to bring the event back and 
help people discover what’s possible for 
their future,” said Jenna Niebergall, 
Manager of Marketing & Public Rela-
tions at Suncrest College.
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2026 
DAY PLANNERS 
& CALENDARS

MELVILLE STATIONERY
The Melville Advance

218 - 3rd Ave. W. Melville, SK
3060-728-5448

2026

NOW HIRING
FULL-TIME, PART-TIME 
& CASUAL POSITIONS
AT ANY OF OUR LOCATIONS

For more information contact 
Human Resources at 

306-435-4669 
or email

careers@borderland.crs

MOOSOMIN | ROCANVILLE | WHITEWOOD
BROADVIEW | GRENFELL | KIPLING

We offer scheduling that  
works for everyone from 

students to seniors!

SCAN THIS CODE 
TO SEE OUR JOB 

LISTINGS

Borderland
Moosomin | Rocanville | Maryfield | Whitewood | Broadview | Grenfell | Kipling

Yorkton, Sask.

• Custom Grain & 
Fertilizer Hauling

• Short and Long Distance
• 24 Truck and Trailer Units

Call Bruce
306-531-4641

pandktrucking@sasktel.net

Explore Careers
-



By Connie Schwalm
Grasslands News 

Recently, work has 
been underway to give the 
front of Bekevar Church a 
new, fresh look. 

As Karen Bernat 
(Bekevar Heritage Foun-
dation) explains, “We’re 
painting the front of the 
church to give it a bit of 
a facelift and doing some 
repairs to the louvers. 
We’re also doing a few 
repairs around the win-
dows. That will be the ex-
tent of the work done this 
fall. But we’re also getting 
a quote for the cost of re-
placing the front win-
dows, because we would 
like to look at doing that 
in the spring, if we have 
enough money available. 
This is a lovely old build-
ing, and it is so important 
to Kipling historically. 
So, we want to do the nec-
essary work to it as we 
are able.”

Anyone wanting to do-
nate towards the cost of 
the ongoing work being 
done to Bekevar Church 
is encouraged to contact 
any member of the Beke-
var Heritage Foundation.
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Trust us with 
what matters 
most.

215 - 3rd Ave. W., Melville, SK 306.728.2165
www.trustmarkinsurance.ca

HOME | AUTO | FARM | BUSINESS | LIFE & HEALTH

Awaiting new paint
Work has been ongoing over the past few days to give 

the front of Bekevar Church a new coat of paint and do 

some repairs before winter. It is hoped that some front 

windows can be replaced next spring.

SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Work underway to brighten 
old Bekevar Church

Lions donate
This week, funds 

raised by the Kipling 

and District Lions 

Bingo totaling $1,500 

were donated to 

Kipling KidCare to 

help cover the cost 

of the gazebo at Site 

2. Pictured are Jen-

nifer Szilagyi with 

the Lions Club, (top 

KidCare (top right) 

and several of the 

small people who at-

tend KidCare and are 

going to really enjoy 

the gazebo.

SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Local school children celebrate Truth and Reconciliation Day
By Connie Schwalm

Grasslands News 

Last Monday, students 
at Kipling School came 
together to honour Truth 
and Reconciliation Day. 
After listening to the Stu-
dent Leadership Council 
do a land acknowledge-
ment and listening to the 
Honour Song, students
paid tribute to the children 
who never made it home 
from residential schools 
by placing orange ribbons 
on the fence as a symbol of 
remembrance and hope.

Students at Kennedy 
Langbank School also 
marked the day by paint-
ing rocks to honour the 

children of residential
schools and to honour the 
land in which we live on. 
These rocks were placed 
around the community to 
remain as quiet symbols, 

meant to encourage reflec-
tion, remembrance, and a 
collective commitment to 
moving forward with com-
passion and understand-
ing. Because this day is 

about listening, learning,
and thinking about how we
can do better — together.

Every child matters — 
not only yesterday, not 
only today, but every day.

Terry Fox Run

difference and help raise funding for cancer research through his Mar-

athon of Hope, K-12 students at Kipling School once again took part 

in the Terry Fox Run on Friday, Sept 26th. The school has been raising 

money through participation in the Terry Fox Run since 1998 and the 

total amount raised over those 27 years is $75,702.40. This year, the goal 

will remain open until the end of the week

SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Creating memorials
Students at Kennedy Langbank School created painted stones bearing messages of 

remembrance to leave throughout the community as quiet reminders of the need for 

all Canadians to strive for better.

SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Ribbons of Remembrance
Kipling School students from Grades K-12 marked Truth 

& Reconciliation Day by tying ribbon to the fence near 

the school in remembrance of residential school stu-

dents who did not make it home.

SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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METAL ROOFING & SIDING
1-306-731-2066 www.versaframe.ca

CUSTOM TRIM & FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES

ARM RIVER METALS

Daryl Harrison
Member of the Legislative Assembly for 

Cannington Constituency

#220 Centre St. / P.O. Box 130 / Alida, SK. / S0C 0B0
Harrison, D , MLA Photo Billboard, Template, 2020.indd   1 11/13/2020   10:05:15 AM

Daryl Harrison
Member of the Legislative Assembly for 

Cannington Constituency
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CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net By Myrna Olson
for Grasslands News 

Sympathy to Stan and Bev Niebergall and family on 
the passing of Stan’s brother, Allan of Kipling. He passed 
away on Aug. 25 at the age of 82 years.

Last week was National Legion Week and to celebrate 
this the local Legion Branch 113 invited Ed James of 
Virden to help celebrate. Ed showed his many pieces of 
memorabilia and presented a program, “Seven Years a 
Soldier” last Wednesday morning. Several students were 
in attendance along with interested members of the pub-
lic. A light lunch was served.

Happy wedding anniversary to Morley and Joan 
Hamilton on their 51st on Sept. 28.

To celebrate Cultural Month, the Public Library 
joined with the school to hold an evening of Filipino 
Cooking. Jordan, Ana Lyn and Jamir Trinidad were 

on hand to share the cooking of spring rolls and pancit. 
There was a full house of adults and kids to enjoy this 
evening. There are plans to hold more of these events 
to build a sense of community among people of all ages.

Sheila St. Mars enjoyed a trip to Calgary recently. 
While there she visited with her daughter, Becky. They 
also toured Banff, Lake Louise and Waterton and all 
points in between.

Several people gathered at the United Church in 
Wawota last Sunday evening to enjoy a presentation on 
Japan. Roy Bortolotto and Barbara Wilkins enjoyed a 12-
day trip there this past summer. There was a slide show 
showing the many temples. No space is wasted there, 
and trees and gardens are planted in any available space. 
There was also a display of magnets and other items that 
gave a better idea of some of the rituals in Japan.  A spe-
cial treat for lunch were cookies and chocolates from 
Japan which Janice Birnie had brought back as she had 
recently returned from her Japan trip.

– Wawota community happenings –

Author recognized, celebrated by friends and family
By Connie Schwalm

Grasslands News 

Last Saturday, close to 
50 family, friends and ad-
mirers of her work gath-
ered in the Kipling Public 
Library, as a room was 
dedicated to local author 
Mary Balogh, to recognize 
her successful career. The 
Clipper recently sat down 
with Balogh to talk about 
how she began working 
to achieve her long-time 
goal of being a writer, how 
she approaches her work, 
and what she might say to 
other aspiring writers. 

There is a peculiar kind 
of alchemy that is possible 
through the written word.

This thin and seemingly 
sparse medium can trans-
late moments that have no 
place inside the time we 
inhabit, entire worlds that 
have never existed and 
people who never drew liv-
ing breath into reality for 
us. 

It is this medium and 
this type of magic that 
Mary Balogh has always 
felt drawn towards. But 
amid the demands of adult 
responsibility, Balogh says 
her childhood dream was 
something that she had to 
set aside until later in life.

“I always wanted to be a 
writer, right from the time 
I was small child. I used to 
say that I wanted to be an 
‘authoress’ when I grew up.

“But you know, when 
you grow up, you find that 
you have to eat. You can’t 
just finish school and say 
‘OK, now I’m going to be a 
writer’. You’d have to live 
on that and the chances of 
being a writer and mak-
ing a living on that are 
slim. And of course, when 
you’re young, there are 
other things on your mind 
apart from writing. You’re 
starting a career and per-
haps thinking of marriage 
and children. So, in 1983, 
when I was in my thirties, 
I finally decided it was now 
or never, and I gave writ-
ing a try.”

When she began writ-
ing, Balogh says she soon 
discovered that her voice 
was best suited to a place 
and time that was far dif-
ferent from the real world 
she inhabited as a High 
School English teacher, 
working at Kipling School.  

“When I first started, I 
did write a couple of ‘con-
temporary’ novels. They 
were Harlequinn Romance 
type novels, so I sent them 
off to Harlequinn and
waited five months for an 
answer. They each came 
back with a simple rejec-
tion – not even a rejection 
letter – just a flat ‘No’. If 
you get a rejection letter, 
at least you know that they 
considered the book. But 
there was none of that, it 
was simply rejection. And 
they were quite right – be-
cause I’d written then for 
the wrong reasons.

“So, I thought about
what I liked to read, and 
at that time I’d got hooked 
on the novels of Georgette 
Heyer, which I discovered 
quite late in life. Although 
she wrote in the 20th Cen-
tury, Heyer was writing 
about the 19th Century,
and I was fascinated by 
that world. So, I decided to 
set my stories in Britain 
during the 1900’s – in Jane 
Austen’s time, and it imme-
diately felt right. It suited 
my voice. And because I’d 
grown up in Britain, I un-
derstood the British coun-
tryside, British life and the 
British way of speaking. It 
felt comfortable, and that’s 
what I’ve stuck with ever
since.”

Once she had a book 
completed, Balogh remem-
bers that her lack of knowl-
edge about how to get a 
book published actually 
worked in her favor. 

“I finished a book that 
I’d been writing. After I’d 
written it, I had no idea 
where to send it. There was 
no internet in those days, 
which meant you couldn’t 
easily research such 
things. So, I didn’t have a 
clue what to do with it. But 
I found a Regency book 
that was similar to mine 
and looked at the publish-
er’s addresses inside it. 
One of the addresses was
Canadian – somewhere 
in Ontario. So, I sent the 
whole manuscript along 
with a five-line note to that 
address.

“I heard back in a few 
weeks. Someone there 
wrote and told me that the 
address I’d sent the manu-
script to was a distribution 
center – not an editorial 
center. But someone at the 

distribution center had 
read the manuscript and 
liked it. So, they’d sent 
it on to their publishing 
house in New York (New 
American Library – which 
is now part of Penguin 
Books). After another two 
weeks, I had a phone call 
from an editor there who 
had read it, liked it and 
wanted to sign a two-book 
contract with me. And so, 
I had my first book pub-
lished in 1985. 

“Since then, I’ve often
thought that maybe it 
sometimes pays off not to 
have a clue about some-
thing. It’s so difficult to get 
your work published. But
I’d slipped in through the 
back door…and it worked.” 

Balogh says that ini-
tially, she was not eager 
to share news of her suc-
cess with her neighbors 
in Kipling, although the 
‘mixed reviews’ she re-
ceived at first soon sub-
sided.

“People here didn’t
know at first – I didn’t tell 
anyone. My books are ro-
mances and some of them 
have fairly explicit love
scenes in them (although 
that is never the focus of 
my books and I rarely in-
clude them now). So, when 
it did become known, my 
books would go around, 
and everyone would mark 
the so-called ‘dirty parts’. 
That caused quite a sensa-
tion, particularly among 
my students! The comment 
often made was ‘She’s not
quite the woman I thought 
she was!’. A lot of people 
here read my books now, 
and I’m generally respected 
as a writer. That beginning 
‘snicker’ phase was very 
brief, fortunately.”

As well, Balogh admits 
that she struggled with the 
less than serious consid-
eration often given to ro-
mance novels.

“I think that the rep-
utation of romances has 
improved from what it
used to be. And romance 
novels used to be given 
such lurid covers that you 
could hardly blame people 
for expecting the worst 
from them. I had a few of 
those covers on my books 
– no relevance to the story 
whatsoever – just some-
thing that’s supposed to 
draw attention. It’s hard to 
get rid of that image.”

Yet Balogh points out
that love is a real and vital 
part of life that warrants 
serious attention, and 
notes that romance can 
exist within a variety of 

contexts.
“Love is a basic human 

experience. How many of 
us have not loved somebody 
in our lives? And romance 
is such a huge genre, it 
encompasses a vast array 
of experience. The only 
thing that romances have 
in common is that they are 
basically about two people 
who work through all sorts 
of obstacles and problems 
to come out together, and 
there is hope that they will 
remain together. Beyond 
that, there are all sorts of 
sub-genres. So, you really 
can’t easily explain what a 
romance is apart from that 
basic commonality. Even 
in what is called ‘literary 
fiction’ you will find books 
that are essentially love 
stories. But those writers 
have managed to evade the 
label.” 

Detailed character de-
velopment is a trademark 
of Balogh’s work, and she 
says that the characters 
who inhabit her books are 
people that her readers will 
come to know as well as 
they know themselves.

“I’m known generally 
as someone who delves 
deep into character. I think 
that’s the defining fact 
about my books. There’s 
nothing superficial or triv-
ial about my characters. 
If I have a few main char-
acters in the book, you’ll 
know them as if you are
them – from the inside out - 
by the end of the book.”

She explains that, as is 
the case in this place we 
call reality, her characters 

become the ones who live 
their stories into existence.

“Usually when I start, 
I have a very vague idea 
of what the story will be 
about. Then I set it in mo-
tion and learn as I’m going. 
But I don’t know where the 
ideas come from. I often
think that it would be 
lovely if I could plan that 
out, think ahead and know 
where it’s all going. All I’d 
have to do is write it. But 
that’s not possible for me. 
The ideas simply come 
when I need them. And I 
can’t plan out a book ahead 
of time, because the char-
acters determine where the 
book is going. So, I can’t 
know that until I’m in their 
heads, living the story with 
them.”

Balogh goes on to say 
that allowing that process 
to happen means tapping 
into something far differ-
ent from what we call con-
scious thought, something 
that she feels she has in 
common with other artists.

“I think that as a writer, 
I tap into a deeper con-
sciousness than the one we 
live with day by day. And I 
think that it’s like that for
any artist no matter what 
their medium is. For exam-
ple, I’ve often heard sculpt-
ing described as someone 
seeing something in stone
and chiseling away until 
the real thing is revealed. 
When you’re an artist, you 
have to go beyond yourself 
in your work. Your self is 
too little.”

With over a hundred 
novels and novellas in 

publication, Mary Balogh
has undeniably attained 
the goal she set for herself
in childhood. If she were 
asked to offer one piece of
advice to other aspiring
writers, Balogh says she
would tell them not to set 
schedules for themselves. 
Rather, she would encour-
age any writer to pursue
their own goals at the time
that is right within the con-
text of their own life story.

“One thing I blamed my-
self for at the beginning of 
my career, was that I was
41 when my first book was
published. I thought about
all of those ‘missing years’
when I could have been
writing, had books ready, 
and extended my career by 
twenty years. 

“But in a creative ca-
reer, it’s important to do 
things in their right time –
to take things as they come 
– and not get frantic and
think about life slipping
away. Of course, you can
procrastinate, and that’s 
not good either. But even
if you don’t start writing
until later in life, you’re 
still living and learning,
and all of that goes into 
the writing eventually. I
think that I was the better 
writer for not writing until 
I was in my thirties instead
of starting right out of 
school. At the same time, 
I wouldn’t advise a young
person to wait if they felt
they wanted to try writ-
ing. Every person must do
things in their own right
time. Let life happen.”

A family celebration
These members of the Balogh family were on hand to celebrate with Mary at the event 

honoring her held at the Kipling Library on Saturday. Pictured in front row, left to right,

are, Melody Balogh (great-granddaughter), Robert Balogh, Mary Balogh and Shianne

Wiesner (granddaughter). Back row, left to right, are, Jacquie Balogh (daughter), Tony 

Connell, Mia Balogh (great-granddaughter), Rayne Bedier (granddaughter-in-law),

Jayden Wiesner (granddaughter) and Devin Dayman. 

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL?

Tammy Wandy
LOCAL AGENT
Serving Melville and Area!

NEXT LEVEL

306-501-9828

323 - 680 7th Ave. E, Melville
MLS# SK992339

Condo |1 bd, 1 bth

$110,000$110,000

105 Piller Rd, Melville
MLS# SK990778
Vacant Lot 

$49,900

251 Agri-Park Rd, Melville
MLS# SK990777
Vacant Lot 

$49,900

249 Agri-Park Rd, Melville
MLS# SK990773
Vacant Lot 

$49,900

151 - 5th Ave E, Melville
MLS# SK993115
Vacant Lot 

$10,500

424-Abel Dr., Crooked Lake 
MLS# SK988185

House | 6 bds, 5 bths

$999,999$999,999

444 - 10th Ave. W, Melville
MLS# SK018624

House | 4 bds, 2 bth

$215,000$215,000

102 Montreal ST, Melville
MLS# SK009819
Vacant Land

$14,800$14,800

318 Alberta ST, Melville
MLS# SK009254
Vacant Land

$14,900$14,900

133 - 10th Ave. W, Melville
MLS# SK003836

House | 5 bds, 2 bth

$289,900$289,900

356 - 2nd Ave. E, Melville
MLS# SK015607

House | 2 bds, 1 bth

$93,000$93,000

273 - 9th Ave. W, Melville
MLS# SK008239

House | 3 bds, 2 bth

$114,900$$$$1$1$$1$$11111111111111114141414144441441444444444444411444444444414114144 9999900000000000$1$$$$$$11414 99000
PR  CE DROP

555 Dielschneider RD #8, 
Melville MLS# SK007917
House | 3 bds, 2 bth

$139,000$139,000

859 Montreal St., Melville
MLS#SK993004

House |3 bds, 3 bths

$475,000$475,000SOLD

14 Centennial Cres., Melville
MLS# SK015959

House | 4 bds, 2 bths

$244,000$244,000SOLD

555 Dielschneider RD #32, 
Melville MLS# SK006871
House | 3 bds, 2 bth

$135,000$135,000SOLD

456-Abel Dr., Crooked Lake 
MLS# SK008969

House | 3 bds, 4 bth

$869,000$$$$$$$$$$$$
PR  CE DROP

Tournament Gold
The Melville Comprehensive School (MCS) Senior Boys Volleyball team won gold 

at their home tournament this past weekend. The tournament took place from 

Sept. 26 to 27 at MCS and featured teams from Melville, Sturgis, Fox Valley, Lan-

genburg, Canora, Esterhazy, Leroy, Estevan and Carnduff. The Sr. Boys started 

the tournament with a win over Langenburg and found themselves playing in the 

Knox begin title defence 
with win over Storm

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

The Fort Knox picked up this season 
right where they left off last time out – as 
winners.

Playing their first official Prairie Ju-
nior Hockey League game since winning 
last season’s championship, the Knox 
made short work of the visiting Pilot 
Butte Storm on Saturday, staking out 
a 3-0 lead before the second period was 
two minutes old en route to an 8-3 win in 
their 2025-26 debut at the Prairie Co-op 
Rexentre in Fort Qu’Appelle.

Second-year forward Jaydence Iron-
quill scored the game’s first goal and the 
insurance marker, with six of teammates 
also finding the back of the net behind 
Storm goalie Dylan Koback.

Madden Wallis, Tadem Anardi, Tan-
ner Wiens (game-winning goal), Devante 
Pratt-Fry, Tomas Hauber and Shaden 
Duliak also scored for the Knox.

Tyson Nakonecki, Luke Bryant and 
Luke Hanrieder replied for Pilot Butte.

Neither team scored on the power
play, of which each side had three, and
new Fort Qu’Appelle goalie Drew Pe-
reyma made 16 saves for the season-open-
ing victory.

The Knox are back in action Friday, 
October 3 against Pereyma’s former club,
the Regina Capitals (Al Ritchie Arena, 
7:45 p.m.), while the Storm – who also 
played Wednesday in Assiniboia – will
host the Regina Silver Foxes on Saturday
at 7:45 p.m. in Pilot Butte’s home opener.

And the Moosomin Steelhawks are
scheduled to make their PJHL debut Fri-
day, October 3 in Assiniboia against the
Southern Rebels.

The Silver Foxes acquired 2006-born
defenceman and former Knox skater 
Dalyn Stevenson from Assiniboia in a
trade posted to the league website Sept.
22. Stevenson played two games with 
Fort Qu’Appelle during the 2023-24 sea-
son.

That deal was posted three days after
the Silver Foxes also sent captain Jett
Lamb to the Storm.

Fort Knox bling
Fort Knox captain River Banks (centre) with his teammates Tadem Anardi (left) and 

Jacob Booth (right) proudly display their Prairie Junior Hockey League championship

rings. The team overwhelmed Pilot Butte Storm 8-2 before more than 300 fans in the

season opener on Saturday, Sept. 27. 

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Consistency was the name of the game 
for Wyatt Frei of Gray at this year’s Sas-
katchewan High Schools Athletic Associ-
ation provincial golf championship.

Representing Milestone School, Frei 
fired matching rounds of 80 on Sept. 26 
and Saturday to finish this year’s male 
competition in ninth place, 13 strokes 
back of Saskatoon’s Ethan Hunter, who 
won the tournament with a two-day total 
of 147.

The top local female finisher, Addi-
son Hamilton of Whitewood, also placed 
ninth after shooting rounds of 92 and 98 

in the hilly confines of Golf Kenosee.
Saskatoon’s Grace Odnokon won the 

female event with a two-day total of 155.
Other local competitors in the male 

tournament included Wawota stu-
dent Kellyn Cudmore (23rd – 89-90-169), 
Wawota’s Brock Dorrance (26th – 84-86-
170), Wawota’s Cruze Beauchesne (40th 
– 95-82-177) and Balgonie Greenall’s Ben 
Schmalenberg (45th – 93-87-180).

Other local competitors in the female 
tournament were Moosomin’s Vaida 
Moss (22nd – 105-109-214), Indian Head’s 
Brynn Ager (32nd – 108-121-229), Mel-
ville’s Gabby Safruik (33rd – 113-117-230) 
and Moosomin’s Cydney Nixon (37th – 
106-136-242).

High school golf championships held



By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

Fringe players in the 
National Hockey League 
will have special reason 
to enjoy the 2025-26 sea-
son, which gets under 
way this week, thanks to 
a nearly three-week break 
— book those Caribbean 
vacations, boys — smack 
dab in the middle of the 
82-game regular season.

That’s because the 
league’s best players — 
McDavid, Matthews, 
Rantanen, Crosby et al — 
will be playing for their 
countries at the Olympic 
Games in Italy. The NHL 
schedule, which increases 
from 82 to 84 games per 
team next year, will be 
dark from Feb. 6 until play 
resumes on Feb. 25.

Picking the various 
countries’ Olympic teams 
will be one of the most dis-
cussed aspects of the 2025-
26 NHL season, but there 
are other hot topics, too. 
Such as …

— Can the Florida Pan-
thers pull a three-peat? 
After beating Edmonton 
in the Stanley Cup final 
in back-to-back years, 
the team re-signed almost 
all of its key players and 
even though star forward 
Sasha Barkov could miss 
most or all of the season, 
there’s no reason to be-
lieve coach Paul Maurice 
will not have another jug-
gernaut on his hands;

— Is this the year Con-
ner Bedard breaks out? 
The Blackhawks’ phenom, 
still only 20 years old, is 
entering his third season, 
and will enjoy a stronger 
supporting cast thanks 
to a number of recent 
high draft picks. Bedard 
scored 22 goals in only 68 
games in his rookie year, 
and slowed slightly in his 
sophomore year, potting 
23 in 82 games. This might 
be the year he explodes.

— Which Canadian 
teams will dominate this 
year? Winnipeg Jets were 
regular season champs 
last year and will likely 
join Edmonton, Toronto 
and Montreal in the play-

offs. Watch for the Cana-
diens to make the largest 
gains because their youth-
ful contingent is among 
the league’s best.

— Will this be Ovi’s 
last year? Alex Ovechkin 
broke Wayne Gretzky’s 
career goal record last 
season, finishing with 
897. The Russian star just 
turned 40 but coming off 
a 44-goal season in just 
65 games suggests he still 
has plenty in the tank.

— How will the Toews’ 
experiment work in Win-
nipeg? Jonathan Toews, 
almost a surefire Hall of 
Famer after an outstand-
ing 15-year career with 
Chicago Blackhawks, 
missed two full seasons 
due to COVID-related is-
sues. He signed over the 
summer with his home-
town team, the Jets, and 
at age 37, is expected to 
centre the team’s second 
line. It was a big gainer 
for the Jets, who picked 
up a productive player 
without having to give up 
anything in return.

— Will the Hughes’ 
brothers join forces? 

Quinn Hughes of Vancou-
ver Canucks is among the 
NHL’s elite defencemen. 
Jack Hughes of New Jer-
sey Devils is among the 
league’s elite forwards. 
Luke Hughes is not elite, 
but he’s a solid blueliner 
with the Devils. Hot gos-
sip around the league has 
the brothers wanting to 
join forces, which would 
mean the Canucks and 
New Jersey would have to 
swing a trade.

— Who will have the 
best sophomore season — 
Lane Hutson of Montreal? 
Macklin Celebrini of San 
Jose? Goalie Dustin Wolf 
of Calgary? Matvei Mic-
hkov of Philadelphia? Or 
someone else?

Stay tuned. We’ll know 
the answers six months 
from now.

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “Recently, a 
college baseball game in 
Jacksonville was halted 
when an osprey dropped 
a fish in right field. Yes, 
well inside the fowl pole.”

• Michael Rosenberg of 
SI.com after the U.S. fell 
far behind Europe on Sat-

urday in the Ryder Cup: 
“I can think of some ways 
for the U.S. to win this, 
but they all involve food 
poisoning.”

• Retired quarterback
great Peyton Manning:
“You hear about how 
many fourth-quarter 
comebacks that a guy has
and I think it means a guy
screwed up in the first 
three quarters.”

• Headline at fark.com:
“Head-butting soccer play-
ers at risk of brain dam-
age, compared to players
of real football who are
already brain damaged.”

• Cathal Kelly of the
Globe and Mail, writing
that the Blue Jays’ suc-
cess this year is due to the 
“little people … overper-
forming. Addison Barger,
Ernie Clement, Tyler 
Heineman, Eric Lauer, 
Brendon Little, et al.
You’ve heard of Murder-
ers’ Row? The 2025 Blue
Jays are Misdemeanours’
Row.”

Care to comment?
Email brucepenton2003@
yahoo.ca

NHL’s hot topics waiting for answers
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For a true sports fan, this is the best time of the year.
And in saying “sports fan,” we’re talking about  peo-

ple who are invested in a multitude of sporting pursuits, 
not simply a hockey or football fan.

October is the month when Major League Base-
ball playoffs start, the Canadian Football League hits 
mid-season, all sorts of hockey starts up and the NFL is 
beginning to get interesting.

As a youngster, sports were probably the most im-
portant things happening at any particular time of the 
year, but there was always something special about Oc-
tober.

I can recall being allowed to set up a TV tray to watch
playoff baseball on our little 20 inch, black and white 
television, while eating supper with my folks.

We would all gather around the set and watch super-
star laden teams such as the Oakland Athletics and Cin-
cinnati Reds of the early 1970s.

There were few things as satisfying as watching ei-
ther the New York Yankees or Boston Red Sox lose a 
playoff game in those days.

It was an absolute treat for this scribe to watch Cin-
cinnati’s Big Red Machine, led by Sparky Anderson, 
who looked at least 20 years older than he was, or watch 
the A’s, led by juggernaut catcher Gene Tenace and the 
man named for a month, Mr. October, Reggie Jackson.

Back in those days, before the Los Angeles Dodgers 
would simply buy every player available, cheering for 
them was possible, as they had guys named Dusty or 
The Penguin and a capable pitching staff.

I recall as a youngster, that naming the batting order 
for the Pittsburgh Pirates, the Reds and the A’s seemed 
to take little brain power, as compared to today when 
there’s so much on an adult mind.

My friends and I lived, breathed, ate and drank 
sports, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

On the weekends, when we were free from the shack-
les of school and our parents’ rules, we’d relive the 
games and we wouldn’t play only baseball, but we’d
make sure we got in some street hockey and football as 
well.

And the game wasn’t the same either.
Back in those days, it was normal to see a guy slide 

high, with the spikes up, to break up a double play at 
second. Many times the second baseman or the short-
stop involved in that play would end up on their poste-
rior, getting up and wiping the dust off before carrying 
on without any mention of bullpens emptying and a
fight starting.

It was a rough game back in those days.
Pitchers wanted to own the inside part of home plate 

and if they dusted a few batters or knocked them down, 
that was just one of the hazards of playing in that by-
gone era.

You had to do something quite out of line before some
hothead like Bert Campaneris would fire a bat at you 
from home plate.

If the umpire missed a play, there was no appeal pro-
cess or any sort of strike zone robot to ensure that fans 
of one team were totally outraged at the end of a game.

Everyone understood human error and how it might 
affect their team or the opposition and in most cases, it 
would all even out over time.

At school we’d all argue about which team was bet-
ter, who got “jobbed” and which team would win the 
next games.

Back in those days, it was only four teams that made 
it to the post season and when the National League and 
American League champs faced off, it was the first time 
those two clubs would play in that season, because the 
two leagues didn’t have any interlocking play back then.

The scouting reports back in those days were more 
than likely quite a bit simpler than they are today, with 
a lot more reading and coaching and a whole lot less 
video.

 It was always intriguing when a guy came up to face 
a pitcher for the first time. It was sort of like Canada and 
Russia in hockey – no one knew what to expect.

There was always more of a feeling out process, with 
hitters having an actual approach instead of just hack-
ing away.

This year, the Blue Jays return to the playoffs and
how great would it be to see them make it to the biggest 
stage in baseball, the World Series.

I can recall how exciting it was to see my team spray 
champagne and hopefully, some youngsters get to see 
their heroes do it this year – in Canada.

Sports column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct

WE’RE HIRING!

Contact Bryan for inquiry’s
306-697-7219
Kruegersplumbing@sasktel.net

Krueger’s Plumbing 
Grenfell, Sask.

immediate opening for a new team member. 

 Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

experience.

By Darcy Gross
Grasslands News 

The Melville Millionaires didn’t earn a victory in 
two games last weekend, but they still picked up a pair 
of points.

Melville Millionaires 3 at
Humboldt Broncos 4 (OT, Sept. 27)

This contest was close throughout as each team took 

turns holding leads, but at the end of the day, it was the 
Broncos who dented the twine in extra time to pick up 
their second straight win over the Millionaires.

Melville led 2-1 after the opening frame and the game 
was knotted at 2-2 after 40 minutes of play.

The Broncos took the lead early in the third period 
with the Millionaires getting back on even terms near 
the 16-minute mark.

Forward Yibin Yoo led all point getters for the Mil-
lionaires, being credited with a couple of assists while 
Edward Knittig, Matthew Edwards and Wesley Golden 
each notched their first goal of the SJHL season.

Grady Carmichael and Wesley Olson each picked up 
a helper for the Millionaires.

Noah Sinagowitz was outstanding between the pipes 
for the visitors, turning aside 43 of the 47 shots he faced 
while Melville skaters tested the Broncos’ goaltender 35 
times.

The Millionaires were the more penalized of the two 
teams, getting the gate for 10 of the 19 minors called.

Humboldt Broncos 4 at
Melville Millionaires 3 (SO, Sept. 26)

The Millionaires had a number of chances to score in 
this match-up but weren’t able to put enough distance 
between themselves and the Broncos and it cost them.

The Broncos scored the only goal of the first period 

with the Millionaires coming out of the middle stanza 
with a 3-2 advantage.

Jacob Strizzi, who has been on a tear offensively for 
the Broncos, tied the game on the power play, just past
the 13-minute mark of third, with his fifth goal of the 
season, sending the teams to overtime.

After a scoreless five-minute session, it was time for
the shootout with the Broncos coming out on top after
each team used eight shooters.

Rylan Oatman led the way for the Millionaires, light-
ing the lamp once and adding a helper for a two-point
night.

Clayton Gillmore and Brendan Olson each notched
their first tallies of the year to round out Melville’s scor-
ing. Brodie Hicks, Boston Harkness, Brayden Gourly, 
Edwards and Leo Jewitt each collected a single assist
for the Millionaires.

Kael Svenson made 39 saves in the Melville cage as 
the Millionaires tested the Broncos’ goalie 43 times.

The Millionaires were the aggressors in this contest,
getting whistled for nine of the game’s 14 minor infrac-
tions.

The Millionaires finished off September with a home
game against the Nipawin Hawks on the 30th, and on
Oct. 3 they’ll make the trek to Weyburn to face off with 
the Red Wings, with the Wings returning the favour at
the CNCC in Melville on Oct. 4.

Game time for home games is 7 p.m.

Mils, Broncos take games to Over-time and Shoot-Out



Submitted
Grasslands News 

Fifteen boys and girls from Broadview 
and Whitewood Schools competed in the 
2025 Pass, Punt and Kick (PPK) local 
competition on Wednesday, Sept. 24. Or-
ganizers were grateful for Bandits Foot-
ball players who assisted with spotting, 
marking ball placement and measuring 
each pass, punt and kick. Support from 
other volunteers was also greatly appre-
ciated.

Local participants will advance to the 
PPK Regional Competition in Melville 
on Monday, Oct. 6 at 5 p.m. Winners of 
the regional event will move on to the 
provincial level and a competition at the 
University of Regina field on Sunday, 
Oct. 19. Provincial winners will attend 
a Roughrider game on Saturday, Oct. 25 
where they will receive awards during a 
pre-game show.

The PPK winners from the local com-
petition in Broadview were:

8U Boys - Pass - Henry Thompson; 

Punt - Ian Bartok and Kick - Cody Bartok.
10U Boys  -  Pass - Owen Markwart; 

Punt - Dallen Schlamp and Kick - Gabri-
ellus Laroque.

12U Boys - Pass - Karp Rienks; Punt 
- Kohen Schlamp and Kick - Brody Moor-
head.

12U Girls - Pass - Peyton Theriault 
and Punt - Hayley Bartok.

14U Boys  - Pass - Ethan Moorhead;
Boys punt - Liam Markwart and Boys
kick - Tyler Bartok.

14U Girls - Kick - Kayla Theriault.

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Six local products – five 
players and one coach – 
have been named to Team 
Saskatchewan for the up-
coming women’s under-18 
national hockey champi-
onship.

As announced Sept. 24 
by Hockey Saskatchewan, 
this year’s squad will 
include defencewomen 
Kahli Keen (White City) 
and Savannah Mucha 
(Melville), forwards An-
neka Aspaas (Melville), 
Danika Dureau (White 

City) and Kendal Leader 
(Emerald Park), and assis-
tant coach Courtney Mish 
(Glenavon).

Aspaas and Leader 
were members of last 
year’s squad that placed 
fourth, losing the bronze 
medal game to British Co-
lumbia.

Keen, Dureau, Aspaas 
and Mucha all played 
last season with the Bat-
tlefords Sharks of the 
Saskatchewan Female 
Under-18 AAA Hockey 
League while Leader 
suited up for the Regina 
Rebels. Leader has since 
transferred to Rink HA 

Winnipeg’s U18 prep team 
for the 2025-26 season.

Nationals are sched-
uled for Nov. 2-8 in Mount 
Pearl and Conception Bay 
South, Nfld. with eight 
teams competing in a 
round-robin schedule be-
fore moving into playoffs.

Saskatchewan is to 
open its tournament Nov. 
2 facing Ontario Blue.

Other teams will in-
clude those representing 
B.C., Alberta, Manitoba, 
Ontario Red, Quebec and 
the Atlantic provinces.
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Melville Millionaires
Jr. A Hockey

Game Schedule
Home/Away Games

 All Games 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated

OCTOBER:
03–
04–
08–
10–
11–
17–
18–

Fort Knox Hockey
Game Schedule

Home/Away Games 
OCTOBER:
03– 
04– 
09–
11–
14–
17–

Home/Away Games 
OCTOBER:
01–
04–
09–
12–
15–
18–
19–

Pilot Butte Storm
Game Schedule

Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK

Phone 306-728-2730

• SGI Accredited
• Minor Dents & Scratches 

• Courtesy Car
• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 

• Diesel Dye Pumps

• Tire Repair & Tires • Full Line of Hardware 

& Automotive Supplies

• Minor Automotive Repairs • Feed 

• Bulk Petroleum

• Liquor and Cold Beer • Tobacco Products

MONDAY P.M.
Sept. 29

L

Team   Pts.

MONDAY COMMERCIAL 
Sept. 29

L

Team   Pts.

Sept. 23
L

Team   Pts.

TUESDAY YBC
 Sept. 23

Team   Pts.

THURSDAY YBC
 Sept. 25

Team   Pts.

SATURDAY YBC
Sept. 27

Team   Pts.

Bowling Scores, Standings - Melville Bowl Arena

1-844-GNG-NEWS
printing@gngnews.ca   FREE QUOTES!

CUSTOMIZED SIGN PRINTING

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

The Melville Cobras and North Valley 
Eagles kept their respective undefeated 
seasons alive as the 2025 high school foot-
ball season passed the midway point.

North Valley improved to 4-0 with a 
60-0 whitewash of St. Brieux in the Ea-
gles’ final home game Sept. 23, while 
Melville beat the hometown Esterhazy 
Warriors 42-26 on Sept. 25.

That victory improved the Cobras’ re-
cord to 3-0 atop the Saskatchewan High 
Schools Athletic Association’s 4A nine-
aside Conference 3.

North Valley’s win preserved a tie 
for first with the Carrot River Wildcats 
(4-0) in the 1A six-aside Conference 4 – a 
standing that figures to be determined 
today when the Eagles make the three-
and-a-half hour drive north to face the 
Wildcats.

Results from Melville’s Thursday 
game against Yorkton Sacred Heart 

were not available at press time. The Co-
bras will next take the field this coming 
Thursday when they travel to Foam Lake 
(2-1) in what could also turn out to be a 
battle for first place.

The Indian Head Broncs meanwhile 
continue to look for their first win of the 
4A nine-aside season after a 30-28 loss 
Sept. 26 to the visiting Shaunavon Shad-
ows (2-1).

Indian Head and the Fort Qu’Appelle 
Bisons are currently tied for last in Con-
ference 2 with 0-2 win-loss records and 

will be back in action Friday, October 
3 against Moose Jaw’s Vanier Vikings 
(1-1) and the Lumsden Devils (3-0) respec-
tively.

And Balgonie’s Greenall Griffins im-
proved to 3-1 with a 34-11 road win Sept. 
26 over the Yorkton Raider Gridders.

The second-place Griffins were seek-
ing to extend their 5A 12-aside winning 
streak to four games Thursday when 
they hosted the Estevan Elecs at Regi-
na’s Leibel Field. Results from that game 
were not available at press time.

High School Football Roundup

Melville, Lemberg footballers remain unbeaten
Greenall extends winning streak to three games

Broadview youth take part in Pass, Punt and Kick competition

Six locals to rep. Sask. at U18 hockey nationals

Competitors moving on
Fifteen youth from Broadview and Whitewood will advance to the regional 

Pass, Punt, Kick competition in Melville Monday, Oct. 6.
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Balcarres
Agencies Ltd.

Off ering a wide selection of products and expertise 

• Personal Insurance   • Commercial Insurance
    • Specialty Products    • Agri-Business

216 Main St. Balcarres, SK
Phone: 306-334-2401   Fax: 306-334-2705

Email: balcarresagencies@sasktel.net
www.balcarresagencies.saskbrokers.com

Phone 306-332-4666     1-800-563-4608   
122 Company Ave. S., Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

For all your Insurance needs!

Representing: • SGI Canada
• Wawanesa • SMI • Wynward Insurance Company

• Germania Mutual • Aviva • Oasis • Intact
• HUB Life and Financial Services

• Portage Mutual • Group Medical Services
• Red River Mutual and Many More.

• Saskatchewan Blue Cross
• SGI Motor License Issuer

BOCK & COMPANY
LAW OFFICE

LYNNETTE BOCK, B.A., J.D.

PHONE: (306) 745-3952

FAX: (306) 745-6119

Rocanvile, Friday Afternoons

Phone: (306) 645-4552

$10*/week *Must be prepaid, plus GST, 

A plan for living

 RRC, EPC 

Baran & Company 
 CPA Professional Coporation (Accountants)

1850 McAra Street

Regina, Saskatchewan

S4N 6C4

Tel: 306-352-2522

Fax: 306-352-2886

Email: baran@lbaran.com

PROFESSIONALS DIRECTORY

PRAIRIE STRONG
Chartered Professional Accountants

www.prairiestrong.ca

Melville
306-728-4525

Esterhazy
306-745-6611

Grenfell
306-697-3558

Whitewood
306-735-2385

Balcarres
306-334-2923

Indian Head
306-695-2303

Fort Qu’Appelle
306-332-6651

Ituna
306-795-3190

Nicholas Smiatek,

 HALFORD LAW OFFICE HALFORD LAW OFFICE
PROF. CORP.PROF. CORP.

Barrister and SolicitorBarrister and Solicitor

306-728-4581

Fisher

Broncs and Shadows rumble to a close final
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

The Indian Head High School football 
team welcomed fans to McCall Field for a 
game under the lights last Friday night.

The Indian Head Broncs faced off 
against the Shaunavon Shadows in their 
second game of the regular season on Fri-
day, Sept. 26. After a difficult loss against 
Lumsden earlier in September, the In-
dian Head team was eager to prove itself.

Each team scored early in the game, 
but the Broncs pulled ahead 12-7 when 
Ayden Rieger ran the whole length 
of the field and scored a touchdown. 
Shaunavon fought back, but the Indian 
Head team persevered as well, and early 
in the fourth quarter the score was 21 
to 20 in Shaunavon’s favour. With four 
minutes left, the Shadows scored again. 
However, Rieger caught the ball after the 
kickoff and successfully ran to the end-

zone for the second time that night. The 
score was tied 28-28 and only one min-
ute was left on the clock when the game 
was brought to a halt while paramedics 
assisted an injured player from Indian 
Head. When play resumed, Shaunavon 
earned two final points with a blocked 
punt safety in their end zone, winning 
the game.

Halftime entertainment during Fri-
day night’s game included a Flag Foot-
ball Showcase. Youth from the host 
school’s flag football team demonstrated 
various drills for fans. Members of the 
Broncs’ team have greatly contributed 
to running the flag football program this 
fall. Along with leading practices during 
the week, senior football players volun-
teered in various capacities at PVSD’s 
annual Flag Football Jamboree on Sept. 
27. The event was held at Indian Head 
High School and attended by several 
other teams from around the school di-
vision.

Play ready
The Indian Head Broncs are poised and ready to go on the scrimmage line. 

The Broncs hosted Shaunavon Shadows on Friday, Sept. 26 and came up

losing 30-28.

SJHL Klippers end Broncos’ undefeated streak at five games
By GNG Staff

Grasslands News 

And then there was one.
The Humboldt Broncos are unde-

feated no longer after a 5-3 loss Monday 
to the Kindersley Klippers.

Humboldt led 3-2 at the halfway mark 
of the third period before Mason Eggen 
and Austin Osiowy scored just over four 
minutes apart to help Kindersley retake 
the lead.

Jacob Dennis scored into an empty net 
for his first goal of the year to seal the 
victory with 1:40 left on the clock.

After starting the 2025-26 Saskatche-
wan Junior Hockey League season allow-
ing just one goal on 100 shots through his 
first three starts, Broncos’ goalie Char-
lie Tritt allowed four goals on 46 shots in 
Monday’s contest.

Humboldt also entered the game 
ranked second in the first national (Ca-
nadian Junior Hockey League) Top 20 
rankings of the season which were re-
leased over the weekend.

Monday’s result left the Flin Flon 
Bombers (No. 4 nationally) as the only 
undefeated team in the SJHL at 4-0.

Ahead of Monday’s game, Tritt had 
been named the SJHL’s MVP of the week 
while Bombers goalie Devin Peck was 
named goalie of the week. Peck started 
all four games for Flin Flon to start the 
year posting a .920 save percentage along 
the way.

Other weekly award winners to open 
the season were Gavin Granger of the 
Battlefords North Stars (defenceman of 
the week), Humboldt’s Jacob Strizzi (for-
ward of the week), Kindersley’s Kaegan 
Lowe (rookie of the week) and Estevan 
Bruins forward Rylan Williams (Sas-
katchewan player of the week).

The Weyburn Red Wings were the 
other SJHL team ranked in the national 
Top 20, sitting 18th on the list that was 
topped by the Selkirk Steelers of the 
Manitoba Junior Hockey League.

Around the SJ
Former Melville Millionaires for-

ward and Prairie Storm Minor Hockey 

Association product Zayden Sadlemyer 
scored the insurance goal for the Melfort 
Mustangs in a 3-1 win Sept. 23 over the 
La Ronge Ice Wolves, then followed it up 
with a hat trick Sept. 26 in a 4-3 come-
from-behind overtime win, also against 
La Ronge.

The first of those games was also 
marked by Ryder Ellis’ debut in an Ice 
Wolves jersey after being traded the day 
before from Melfort.

Ellis marked the occasion by receiv-
ing a match penalty for checking to the 
head early in the second period, which 
earned him an additional two-game sus-
pension from the league as well.

Also Friday, one-time Quad Town 
Rebels provincial tournament pickup 
Vincent Palmarin scored the overtime 
winner to give the Warman Wolverines 
their first victory since moving from 
Notre Dame over the summer with a 6-5 
win over Kindersley.

And Weyburn honoured longtime 
coach, scout, board member and general 
manager Ron Rumball in a pre-game 

ceremony before puck drop against the 
Bruins. Since joining the Red Wings’ 
board in 1969, Rumball has been an in-
tegral part of the team’s success that has 
included eight SJHL championships and
two national titles (1984 and 2005) over 
the past several decades. The SJHL’s
recap of the event noted that the cere-
mony was attended by, among others, 
Pilot Butte Storm head coach and gen-
eral manager Chris Lewgood

Committed
One-time Melville Millionaires’ de-

fenceman Nicholas Andrusiak has com-
mitted to the Red Deer Polytechnic Kings
for the upcoming Alberta Colleges Ath-
letic Conference season.

Andrusiak played 75 regular-season
games with the Mils over two seasons 
from 2021-23, before playing 77 Western 
Hockey League games with the Portland
Winterhawks, Red Deer Rebels and Sas-
katoon Blades.

He returned to junior A for his over-
age year last season, helping the Melfort 
Mustangs to the SJHL championship.



18 Grasslands NewsOctober 3, 2025

By Ryan Kiedrowski
Grasslands News 

A hasilty-called public 
meeting in Esterhazy last 
week brought finality to 
the question of whether 
the town ought to ab-
sorb the nearby village 
of Yarbo. Around 65 peo-
ple attended the 10 a.m. 
meeting on Sept. 29 that 
revealed the results of a 
public vote.

“The public vote came 
in at 183 opposed, and 
44 in favor,” Esterhazy 
Mayor Randy Bot told 
Grasslands News minutes 
after the meeting. “With 
conversations that I’ve 
had on the street - both 
positive and negative - it 
seemed like the majority 
was opposed.”

The Village of Yarbo 
found itself in a unique 
predicament heading 
into 2025. The village was 
bound to be absorbed by 
the RM of Langenburg, but 
at the last minute the RM 
decided they did not want 
to take on the commu-
nity. Usually, when a vil-
lage dissolves, it becomes 
part of the surrounding 
RM with that entity then 
receiving Communities 
in Transition funding. 
This money is calculated 
through the Municipal 
Revenue Share payments 
the village previously re-
ceived with the RM able to 
access the CIT Operating 
Grant Program payments 
for up to 10 years.

With the RM declining 
the village of 48 residents, 
Yarbo approached the 
Town of Esterhazy about 
joining their municipal-
ity – something never 
seen before in Saskatch-
ewan’s history. Yarbo’s 
Administrator Maggie 
Rowland also sits as a 
Councillor for the Town 
of Esterhazy, but she was 
either not present for or 
abstained from discus-
sions about the subject 
around the Council table, 
citing an obvious conflict 
of interest.

A public meeting was 
held over the summer that 
included both Councils 
of Yarbo and Esterhazy, 
plus representatives from 
the provincial Ministry 
of Government Relations 
to answer questions and 
establish what happens 
next.

“The RM of Langen-
burg did not want us,” 
explained Yarbo’s Mayor 
Clayton Kotyk when the 
question was posed during 
the meeting on July 15. 
“They put up a big fight 
for unforeseeable reasons. 
Every concern they had, 
we gave them numbers, 
facts, and they just kept 
saying they didn’t want 
us.”

After that meeting, the 
respective councils de-
bated the idea through the 
summer, plus encouraged 
residents in both commu-
nities to have their say. 
Last week’s voting results 
were the culmination of 
that process.

“We were open minded, 
but felt that we didn’t have 
enough information,” ex-
plained Mayor Bot. “Leg-
islation will give money 
to the RM to merge with 
Yarbo, but a municipal-
ity isn’t in that legislation 
right now. So, to do any re-
search and then to take it 
over and to do maps, to do 
bylaws and stuff like that, 
we’re incurring that cost 
with no certainty that the 
legislation will change. It 
would be a cost to the mu-
nicipality.”

Some criticized the 
seemingly ‘last minute’ 
call for the special meet-
ing at the S.N. Boreen Hall 
on Sept. 29.

“We just felt like there 
was not enough infor-
mation at this time. We 
were told on Wednesday 
(Sept. 24) that the dead-
line to make the decision 
was tomorrow (Sept. 30),” 
Mayor Bot explained. 
“That’s why we had this 
early meeting, because we 
could have made the deci-
sion at Council on Thurs-
day night, but it would 
have been brought up as 
an emergency addition, so 
then we felt there was no 
transparency with that. I 
know that Monday at 10 
a.m. wasn’t probably the 
best time to have a meet-
ing, but the attendance, 
with 70 people coming out, 
that’s probably the most
I’ve seen.”

As for the fate of the 
Village of Yarbo, two op-
tions – either resume re-
structuring into the RM of 
Langenburg, or request to 
remain as a village.

“The Village of Yarbo 
(village) was informed 
by letter dated March 28, 
2025, that it was required 
to formally declare its 
restructuring intent and 
submit necessary docu-
mentation to the Ministry 
of Government Relations 

(ministry) no later than 
September 30, 2025, or the 
original application sub-
mitted to restructure into 
the Rural Municipality of 
Langenburg No. 181 (RM) 
effective January 1, 2026, 
would proceed,” noted the 
Ministry of Government 
Relations when asked 
about the next steps. “A 
copy of this letter was also 
sent to the Town of Ester-
hazy (town) and the RM.”

Essentially, the Village 
of Yarbo had until Sept. 
30 to decide whether to 
continue with the restruc-
turing plan into the RM, 
submit a new application 
to restructure into the 
Town of Esterhazy, or re-
quest to stay as a village 
and no longer pursue ei-
ther restructuring option.

“The ministry is com-
mitted to providing sup-
port to any municipality 
interested in voluntary re-
structuring,” Government 
Relations said. “Should 
Yarbo choose to resume 
restructuring with the 
RM, the ministry will sup-
port both parties to navi-
gate the required process 
and make application for 
any grant funding avail-
able to them.”

Small Engine 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
238 - 3rd Ave. E.   

Office Ph. 306-728-2551
Office Hours: Mondays 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clergy: Deacon Kevin Prouten

www.stpaulsmelville.ca
Sunday, Oct. 5:

11:00 a.m. Worship at St. Paul’s
and Sunday School

Tuesday, Oct. 7:
2:00 p.m. SPCW Meeting

*  *  *
–– at Neudorf/Lemberg --

Saturday, Oct. 4:
*7 p.m. Worship at Trinity, Lemb

Sunday, Oct. 5:
 *9 a.m. Worship at Christ, Neud                                                                                        

ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH

306-720-0589
*Services Every Second Sunday

Oct. 5: No Worship
                                                                                        

FIRST UNITED CHURCH
5th Ave. E. & King St.

Rev. Brian Mee, 306-335-7611
website: firstunitedmelville.org

Sunday, Oct. 5: 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

with Rev. Brian Mee
and Shared Lunch                                                                                     

(A Church with a Caring Heart)
 800 Prince Edward St. 
Melville Comm. Works)  

Ph. 306-728-2347 
Pastor Tim Oehler

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. Pre-service Prayer

10:00 a.m. Coffee and Welcome
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
www.melvilleriverchurch.org

Facebook @melvilleriverchurch
Recorded messages 

posted online                                                                                     

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

258 - 10th Ave. W. 
Ph. 306-728-3971

Pastor Ronald Shumba 
facebook.com/gslcmelville

Oct. 2: 6 p.m. Bible Study
Oct. 3: 7 p.m. Youth Group

Oct. 4: 10 a.m. Men’s Coffee Chat
Oct. 5: 9:15 a.m. Choir

10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Oct. 7: 9:30 a.m. Ladies Day                                                                                        

Fr. Basil Malowany
basilmalowany@gmail.com 

306-540-5102

Saturday, Oct. 4: 
7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy

Saturday, Oct. 11: 
4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy                                                                                        

th Ave. W.
Office Ph. 306-728-5022 

 Pastor Jon Pettinger
Associate Pastor: Jesse Darby

Sunday:  
Connections at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Service at 11 a.m. 

Online services can be found at:  
www.melvillebaptist.com                                                                                   

ST. HENRY’S ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
729 Main St. – Office 

Ph. 306-728-5702
Res. Ph. 306-728-2305

111 - 8th Ave. W.
Father Melchor Samonte
Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.               
Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.                                                                                        

MISSIONARY CHURCH
5th Ave. W. & Queen St. 

Church Office Ph. 306-728-5001
Sunday, Oct. 5: 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service                                                                                      

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church - Canada) 

 502 - 4th Ave. W. – Church Office 
Ph. 306-728-5689

Email: zlcpastor@myaccess.ca
www.zionlutheranmelville.com

Sunday, Oct. 5: 
No Service

Church of the Lutheran Hour 
heard Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

on 940 CJGX Radio, Yorkton
                                                                                        

NEW LIFE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Worship

Wednesday Kids Club - 3:30 p.m.
                                                                                     

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Youth Group – 7 p.m.

Rev. Dr. James R. Graham
                                                                                    

ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Tomy Mandapathil
Sunday, Oct. 5 

5:00 p.m. Mass Service
                                                                                   

ST. MARY’S  

Sunday, Oct. 5: 
10:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer

                                                                                  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WAPELLA

Sunday, Oct. 5: 
12:00 Noon Communion Worship

with lunch to follow
                                                                                  

WHITEWOOD 
UNITED CHURCH

Sunday, Oct. 5: 
No Worship Service

                                                                                  

LUTHERAN 
417 3rd Street South

*Sunday Services 10 a.m.*
email: pipestoneparish@sasktel.net                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave. — 306-736-2237
email: kwpc@sasktel.net

*Services Held 1st and 3rd Sundays
at 9:30 a.m. Minister will vary*

                                                                                    

701 3rd Street - 306-736-8992
Website: kiplingpeopleschurch.com
Pastors: Kevin & Merodee Hassler
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Ministry
                                                                                   

ST. ANNE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
418 First St., Kipling

306-538-2163
Sunday, Oct. 5: 

Mass 11:00 p.m.
                                                                                   

400 3rd St. South, Kipling
306-736-2447, Doris

306-424-2604, George
*Worship Service 11:00 a.m.*

                                                                                   

 

102 Nelson Ave. 
(in Kipling United Church)

Sunday Worship 
in person 11:30 a.m.

Lay Person/Service Leader
306-736-2479

bkbernat@gmail.com                                                                                   

309 3rd. St. South, Kipling
306-736-2421

parklandagc@sasktel.net

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Mom’s Group
                                                                                   

Melville Churches 
Welcome You

Melville Churches 
Welcome You

Whitewood & Area 
Churches 

Welcome You

Indian Head Church 
Welcomes You

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

801 Buxton St. - Indian Head, SK
306-695-3838

*Sunday Services 11 a.m.*
*Family Play Group – 

Mondays, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon
*Living with Cancer Support Group

2nd Tuesday of the Month
                                                                                   

St. Mary’s RC Church, Grayson

St. Michael’s RC Church, Lemberg 

Oct. 4-5: 
Grayson 11:00 a.m.

Killaly 7:00 p.m. 
Lemberg 9:00 a.m.                                                                                        

Welcome You

Churches 
Welcome You

 Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube 

and will be livestreamed 
306-900-0600

Fort Qu’Appelle – valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

194 Bay St., Fort Qu’Appelle
Rev. Jo Mader, 306-332-4455

Sunday School & Service 10:30
Hear the Gospel, sing the faith, feel the 

family fellowship. Facebook Live. 

Growing in Faith Together 
Visit a Church of Your Choice

Bishop Kennedy denounces economic disparity
By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

The Anglican Bishop of 
Qu’Appelle has called for 
an end to “the enormous 
and growing gap” between 
the worlds’ rich and poor. 

Speaking at the commu-
nion service to mark the 
140th anniversary of St. 
John’s Anglican Church 
in Fort Qu’Appelle on 
Sunday, Rt. Rev. Helen 
Kennedy told parishio-
ners that “sharing what 
we have with others is our 

gospel responsibility. It 
calls on all of us to make 
the lives of those around 
us better.”

Kennedy took as the 
text for her sermon St. 
Luke’s gospel (Chapter 16, 
19:31) which relates the 
parable of a rich man and 

a beggar named Lazarus. 
In the story an unnamed 
rich man cries out from 
the depths of hell for help 
from the beggar Lazarus 
who is in heaven. 

Kennedy used the para-
ble to illustrate the “shock-
ing” level of poverty in 
Saskatchewan. 

“The solution to bring 
people out of poverty is 
seven times cheaper than 
what we now spend on 
dealing with the effects of 
poverty. 

How ridiculous it that?” 
she asked. “It is not too late 
to fix a system that allows 
the few to enjoy massive 
wealth while others expe-
rience crushing poverty,”

The church was filled to 

capacity for the anniver-
sary service. The parish 
priest, Rev. Ed Dunfield, 
the retiring archdeacon 
Catherine Harper and the 
bishop’s assistant, Jona-
than Bauer who recently 
arrived from Virginia, 
took part in the anniver-
sary Mass. 

Former clergy includ-
ing Beverly McLean, 
George Archer and David 
Nevitt and Archdeacon 
Kim Sherwin were also in 
attendance. 

 The same liturgy that 
would have been used 
when the church was con-
secrated in 1885 was used 
for the service. 

Before the service 
began, the St. Thomas Ver-

non brass band played out-
doors. 

At a reception after-
wards church warden
Mike McKenna gave a his-
tory of St. John’s, pointing 
out that it is the second old-
est church still standing in 
Saskatchewan (the church 
in Stanley Mission built 30 
years earlier is older).

St. John’s remains 
“the only fully functional 
church still serving its
community after 140 
years.” 

He also quipped that it 
cost more to put the new 
floor in the parish hall this
year than it did to build 
the fieldstone church 140 
years ago. 

140th celebration

Whitewood Food Bank launches 
October drive to restock shelves

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Whitewood Food 
Bank is calling on resi-
dents and businesses to 
help restock its shelves 
this October as demand 
for emergency food sup-
port continues to grow 
across Saskatchewan and 
Canada. 

Non-perishable food 
donations can be dropped 
off at the Whitewood 
Thrift Store or Border-
land Co-op, with items 
such as peanut butter, 
Kraft Dinner, canned fish 
and meat, canned soup, 
canned fruits and vegeta-
bles, canned beans, pasta 
sauce and cereal being es-
pecially needed.

The appeal comes at 
a time when food banks 

across the country are see-
ing record levels of use. In 
March 2024, there were 
more than 2,059,000 visits 
to food banks in Canada, 
the highest ever recorded 
and a 90 per cent increase 
from 2019. Nearly 700,000 
of those visits were for 
children, and almost 30 
per cent of food banks re-
ported running out of food 
before demand was met. 

National figures also 
show that more people 
who are employed are 
turning to food banks, 
with 18 per cent of clients 
reporting employment as 
their main source of in-
come, up from 12 per cent 
in 2019. Another 40 per 
cent of clients rely on so-
cial assistance or disabil-
ity benefits.

Saskatchewan is expe-
riencing the same pres-

sures. Food bank use in 
the province has risen by 
more than 42 per cent over 
the past five years, with 
monthly visits in 2024 
reaching nearly 53,000. 
About 40,000 people a 
month now rely on food 
banks in Saskatchewan, 
and 42 per cent of those 
are children.

Local organizers say 
the situation is no dif-
ferent in Whitewood, 
where shelves are being 
stretched thin and every 
donation makes a differ-
ence. 

They encourage com-
munity members to add 
a few extra items to their 
grocery carts and drop 
them off at the Thrift Store 
or Co-op so that no family 
has to go without during a 
time when food insecurity 
is at record levels.

From local shopping and community developments to 
provincial and  headlines, we deliver the news 
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Forms, Envelopes,
Business Cards, Posters, 

SO MUCH MORE!
Free Quotes

1-844-GNG-NEWS
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Patricia Ann Salter passed 
away peacefully during her 
sleep on Sunday, Sept. 21, 
2025 at the age of 82 years. 
She had been living in a beau-
tiful private care home on 
Elphinstone Street in Regina, 
Sask., close to where she 
spent her childhood. Prior to 
this she had lived for many 
years at Lake Katepwa, near 
Indian Head, Sask.

Pat lived a good long life 
and she modeled strength and 
resilience to her family. She  as married to Eden Robert 
Salter who passed away at the age of 36 years. 

Pat took on the responsibility of raising her two young 
children and did this with strength and grace. She pro-
tected and loved her family with her heart and soul. She 
was a hockey mom and could talk about the playoffs with 
the best of them. Hockey Night in Canada was always on 
the TV on Saturday night. Her older brother Bob was her 
favourite NHL player who played professional hockey for 
several years for the Montreal Canadiens. She loved foot-
ball and always supported the Saskatchewan Roughriders 
whether they were winning or losing! She loved cooking and 
planning meals for her family and going for wings with her 
neighbours. Pat loved the game of golf, she loved walking 
the beach roads of Katepwa Lake and socializing with her 
neighbours over a 5:00 glass of wine. Her favourite game 
was bridge and she enjoyed many afternoons playing 
bridge with the ladies around the Lake. 

When she lost her husband she entered the workforce 

where eventually she was in charge of hiring the support 
staff. Pat was a people person and she loved to talk for 
hours on the phone with her friends and family. She always 
had a pot of coffee on in case one of the neighbours might 
stop in to visit. 

She retired at her beach home that she had built after 
her adult children moved away. She loved her grandchil-

they were doing at any given time. She loved their art and 
all their cards they made for her. Pat was a beautiful woman 
and well respected in her community.

Pat was affectionately named Patsy by her sisters after 
the famous artist Patsy Kline. She loved music especial-
ly the oldies. She was born in Regina to her father, John 
Robert and her mother, Susan Katherine Turner. As the 
youngest of seven, Pat was cared for by her older sisters, 
Dorothy and Irene. Her brother Bob always made her laugh 
and affectionately kept her under his wing. Pat’s oldest 
sibling was Leonard. Then closest in age to her were the 
twins who were her playmates and guides, Jean Elizabeth 
and Joan Eileen. 

She is survived by her daughter Christine and her son 
Martin; as well as her grandchildren, Kara, Kyla, Erica, 
Thomas and Laina.

We would like to acknowledge her closest friends at the 
Lake, Eugene and Karen who were so close to her while 
she lived at the lake they seemed like family too. We also 
want to acknowledge Suzan who owned the Parliament 
Care Home in Regina on Elphinstone Street and the lovely 
staff who cared for her during the time when she could no 
longer live independently. We appreciate all who loved and 
cared for her and all the friends who supported her during 
her earlier years. Pat knew that she was never alone and 
she always had friends she could call on when she needed 
their support and company. She was a strong woman and 
she role modelled tremendous resilience with a smile on 
her face and a twinkle in her eyes. We will always remem-
ber her with deep respect and we now hold her in loving 
memory.

A Celebration of Life was held in St. John’s Anglican 
Hall, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK on Thursday, Oct. 2, 2025 at 
11:00 a.m. A luncheon followed the celebration. The inter-
ment took place in All Saints Anglican Cemetery, Katepwa, 
SK, following the luncheon.

Online condolences may be made at www.tubmanfh.com

Obituary Patricia Ann Salter
Oct. 30, 1942 - Sept. 21, 2025

Garry Merlin McConnell, 
beloved husband of Liana 
McConnell, passed away on 
Friday, May 23, 2025, at the 
age of 66. 

Garry fought bravely to 
recover in hospital after a 
myocardial infarction. He 
fought hard and we genuinely 
all believed Garry would have 
more time, but it just wasn’t in 
the cards.

Garry married the love 
of his life, Liana Rothnie, on 
Sept. 20, 1986. He was the 
loving father of Mark Riley 
McConnell, married to Aimee 

Ferguson and fur-granddad to Charlie and Georgia. As 
well as father of Megan Ewert, married to Devon Ewert and 
fur-granddad to Harlow.

Born in Melville, SK, to Isabel and Russell McConnell. 
Garry grew up in a household with three siblings: Gwen, 
Rob and Doug. Garry attended St. Henry’s School  and 
graduated in 1976 from the  Melville Comprehensive High 
School. Garry had juvenile diabetes at an early age, and 
freaked out his friends when he showed them how he gave 
himself his own needles. Despite juvenile  diabetes, Garry  
succeeded in sports, school and anything he wanted to do.

After graduation Garry’s career path had him living in 
many places, including Moose Jaw, Saskatoon and Regina. 
He was deeply involved in Saskatchewan Child Find when 
he was in Regina. He learned to play the bagpipes and to 
everyone’s surprise after years of telling his friends he was 
Irish, he revealed that actually he has Scottish ancestry. 

In 2006, the family moved to Calgary, AB, where even-
tually he pursued his dreams of opening his own business, 
Wheels Training Centre Inc., a driver and motorcycle train-
ing school. He was so enthusiastic about motorcycles and 

passion with the world!
 Garry and Liana raised two amazing children together, 

who married their soulmates. This is one of Garry’s proud-
est accomplishments.

 Garry will be remembered for his unwavering love and 

hell, passionate and deeply empathetic, and he cared with 
his whole heart.

Garry is survived by his wife, Liana; children, Mark 
(Aimee), and Megan (Devon); siblings, Gwen (Garry), 
and Robert (Lorraine); nieces and nephews, Erin, Ashley, 
Andrew (Amy), Kyle, Ryan (Montana); great-nieces and 
nephews, Joseph, Shayleigh, Brynn, Madailein, Brayden, 
and Connor; and longtime friends, Larry Brooks, Karl Bazin,  
Martin Knuth and Sandy Russell (Kelly). 

He is also survived by brother-in-law, Ike (Karen); many 
nieces, nephews, and extended family members and sister-
in-law, Sandi.

 He was predeceased by his beloved parents, Russell 
in 2019, mom Isabel in 2024; his brother Douglas in 2021; 
and nephew Lucas in 2018; as well as father and mother-in-
law, Bruce in 1969 and Georgina (Jo) Rothnie in 1985, and 
brother-in-law Terry in 2024.

A Celebration of Garry’s Life was held in Calgary June 
21, 2025.

Obituary Garry Merlin McConnell
July 4, 1958 - May 23, 2025 For Rent

$ Paying Cash $

Help Wanted

Province Wide

Coming Event
Nov. 15

Kennedy Community 
Hall Board 

Holiday Fundraiser
Saturday, Nov. 15, 2025

*  *  * 

*  *  * 

For tickets or more 
information contact

306-435-2588

Notice to Creditors
       NOTICE TO CREDITORS

David Delainey, 

Services
Indian Head Library

OPEN HOURS

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY - New Hours

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

CLOSED Monday and Sunday

Auctions

2S Auctioneers

Place a Classified Ad and it will appear in 6 newspapers at one cost! 
email: production2@grasslandsnews.ca

Coming Event
Oct. 15 to 18
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Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Vases,
Cemetery Inscriptions and Cremation Urns.

FULLY GUARANTEED – LICENSED AND BONDED

See Our

Large Display

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

“Treating Your Family like a part of
Ours for 4 Generations”

Raymond and Crystal Bailey,
Don Klus and Len VargaCAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales
• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

Dennis Temple 306-332-1335

or 306-728-8197

Licensed and Bonded

DIRECTORY 

ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group

1-844-464-6397

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

FUNERAL + MONUMENT DIRECTORY

Keith Hawken  306-695-2479
Michael Rey 306-901-7440
Laurie Rey 306-901-7000

mrey@sasktel.net

Cemetery Memorials • In Cemetery Lettering
Memorial Levelling  • Memorial Restoration 

TOWN OF BALCARRES - EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Th e Town of Balcarres is seeking a temporary Assistant Administrator. Th e position will be 
an 12-month term contract to cover a Leave. 
Th e Town Offi  ce is located on Main Street in Balcarres and is open Monday – Friday 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 
Th e offi  cial start date will be negotiated with the successful candidate. 
Th e position reports directly to the Chief Administrative Offi  cer (CAO) and provides sup-
port for the CAO, Foreman and Council. 

Qualifi cations: 
• Strong written and verbal communication, interpersonal and organizational skills;
• Friendly and courteous demeanor;
• Keen attention to detail and ability to multitask and prioritize work;
• Profi ciency with computers including Microsoft  Offi  ce (Word, Excel, Outlook);
• Problem solver able to work under deadlines; 
• Knowledge of municipal operations, experience in leadership roll and knowledge of
   MuniSoft  are an asset;
• Experience with budgeting, fi nancial operations, assessment, taxation and general offi  ce  
   management are an asset; 
• Preference will be given to someone who possesses or is willing to obtain a Certifi cate in 
   Local Government Administration or equivalent.

Th is position off ers a competitive salary (dependant on experience) and SUMA Benefi ts. 
Successful candidate will be required to provide confi rmation that he/she is bondable 
(Criminal Record Report).
Applicants are invited to submit a cover letter and detailed resume including qualifi cations, 
past and present work experience, three work related references, available start date and 
salary expectations, applications will be accepted until a suitable candidate is hired. 

Town of Balcarres
P.O. Box 130, Balcarres, SK S0G 0C0

Phone 306-334-2566
 Fax: 306-334-2907

Email: balcarrestown@sasktel.net

Th e Town of Balcarres wishes to thank all applicants for their interest, however only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted. For further information contact the Town 
Offi  ce at 306-334-2566. 

AGPRO - BUYING:
FEED BARLEY &

HEATED CANOLA
For Bids, Call/Text:

306-873-0481 
or visit: 

agproseeds.com
AGPRO MARKET 

REPORT:
Farmers, call to 

sign up for 
Free Today!

While Canada falls back, Saskatchewan stands firm
By GNG Staff

Grasslands News 

While most Canadians 
will be rolling their clocks 
back an hour this Novem-
ber, Saskatchewan resi-
dents won’t be touching 
their alarm clocks, stoves, 
or smartphones. The 
province has stuck with 
Central Standard Time 
year-round since 1966, 
choosing not to observe 
daylight saving time.

A new study linking 
seasonal clock changes 
to higher risks of obesity 
and stroke has renewed 
attention on Saskatche-
wan’s unique position. 

Researchers say the 
body’s internal clock can 
be disrupted by artificial 
shifts in time, leading to 
sleep disturbances, meta-
bolic changes, and even an 

increased risk of stroke in 
the days immediately fol-
lowing a time change.

Because Saskatche-
wan doesn’t “fall back” 
or “spring forward,” res-
idents avoid the sudden 
jolt that much of the coun-
try experiences twice 
a year. That means no 
groggy school mornings 
in November, no lost pro-
ductivity in workplaces, 
and possibly a lower risk 
of the health complica-
tions associated with dis-
rupted sleep cycles.

But while Saskatche-
wan’s clocks don’t change, 
the province isn’t immune 
from the effects of day-
light-saving time ending 
elsewhere. 

Airlines, interprovin-
cial buses, and cross-bor-
der trucking routes all 
shift their schedules. A 

flight leaving Regina for 
Toronto in early Novem-
ber will suddenly appear 
to depart an hour later be-
cause Ontario has moved 
back, even though Sas-
katchewan hasn’t changed 
a thing. 

Television schedules, 
national newscasts, and 
CFL or NHL games also 
adjust their start times 
relative to Saskatchewan, 
sometimes confusing fans 
used to a fixed routine. 
Many Saskatchewan res-
idents with relatives or 
colleagues in Alberta, 
Manitoba, or beyond 
must re-calculate meeting 
times, phone calls, and 

virtual classrooms. 
The effect is a kind of 

time isolation: Saskatch-
ewan stays steady, while 
the world around it shifts.

The new research sug-
gests that Saskatchewan 
may be ahead of the curve 
when it comes to public 
health. By not chang-
ing clocks, the province 
avoids a stressor that can 
impact heart health and 
body weight. 

But if the rest of Can-
ada and the United States 

continue to observe day-
light saving time, Sas-
katchewan residents will 
face the twice-yearly puz-
zle of adjusting schedules, 
catching games at differ-
ent hours, and reminding 
friends and co-workers 

out of province, “No, we 
don’t change our clocks.”

For now, as November 
approaches, Saskatche-
wan will once again be the
province that stands still
in time — even as the rest 
of the continent falls back.

Royal Canadian Legion

General Meeting 2nd Thursday at 2 p.m.

Published FridaysPublished Fridays

grasslandsnews.ca 1-844-GNG-NEWS
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 REASON

PUBLIC INSPECTION

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
DISCRETIONARY USE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

 INTENT
gravel pit

AFFECTED LANDS SE 15-23-07 W2

Notice is hereby given under The Tax Enforcement Act that unless the arrears and 
costs appearing opposite the land described in the following list are fully paid before 
December 3, 2025, an interest based on a tax lien will be registered against the land.

A sum for costs in an amount required by subsection 4(3) of The Tax Enforcement 
Act is included in the amount shown against each parcel.

NOTICE OF CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS 

Form H 

(Section 66 of the Act) 
CHRIST THE TEACHER R.C.S.S.D. NO. 212 

SCHOOL DIVISION ELECTIONS 

Public notice is hereby given that nomination of candidates for the office of: 

BOARD MEMBER:  CHRIST THE TEACHER ROMAN CATHOLIC 
SEPARATE SCHOOL DIVISION NO. 212

  

Number to be 
 Elected

Melville – City at Large.....................................................................   1 
Sub-division No. 2 (Geographic area surrounding Melville)…….   1 

Nominations for the above two (2) positions will be received by Delmar Zwirsky –

Returning Officer for Christ the Teacher RCSSD No.212. 

Nominations will be received during regular business hours (8:00 a.m. to noon, 1:00 p.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday) commencing on the 15th day of September 2025
to the 7th day of October 2025 and from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the 8th day of 
October 2025 (Close of Nominations).   

Forms may be submitted: 

a) personally by the candidate or by an agent (must also provide an ‘Appointment of 

Candidate’s Agent’ form) to the Returning Officer’s Office, 45A Palliser Way, 

Yorkton, Saskatchewan; 

b) by registered or ordinary mail to 45A Palliser Way – Yorkton Saskatchewan –

S3N 4C5;  

c) by fax at (306)783-4992; 

d) by e-mail to Delmar.Zwirsky@cttcs.ca

Nomination forms may be obtained from the School Division Office at 45A Palliser Way, 

Yorkton Saskatchewan or on the website at www.christtheteacher.ca. 

Dated this 8th day of September 2025 

Delmar Zwirsky, Returning Officer

Local Government Election Act, L-30.11 Reg 1

Form H Section 66 of the Act

Notice of Call for Nominations

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF 
ASSESSMENT ROLL 2025

Village of Killaly

Noelle Hoskins, Secretary
Board of Revision

c/o Village of Killaly
P.O. Box 69

Killaly, SK. S0A 1X0

Available Immediately
Whitewood Housing 

Authority has 
one bedroom senior suites 

for rent. Units supplied 
with heat, appliances, 

private parking and
sewer/water. Personal

response system available 
upon request. Damage 
deposit required. Rent 

subsidy available.
Ph: 

Grenfell Athletic Assoc. 
hosting fundraiser

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Grenfell will be buzzing 
with excitement this fall 
as the Grenfell Athletic 
Association prepares to 
host its much-anticipated 
Casino Night fundraiser 
on Nov. 21 and 22.

The two-day event 
promises plenty of enter-
tainment and community 
spirit, with activities 
designed to appeal to all 
ages. Highlights include 
table casino games where 
participants can play for 
fun and win prizes, along 
with a rec tournament 
hosted by the Grenfell 
Flames.

Adding to the fun will 
be a raffle table, silent auc-
tion, and a lively shoot-
out Calcutta auction that 
is sure to spark plenty 
of friendly competition. 
Guests can also look for-
ward to live action events 
throughout the weekend.

The fundraiser wraps 
up with a delicious pan-

cake breakfast on Sat-
urday morning from 10 
a.m. until 12 noon, giving 
families and supporters a 
chance to come together 
and celebrate the success 
of the weekend.

Organizers say Ca-
sino Night is not only 
about fun, but also about 
strengthening the commu-
nity. Funds raised will go 
directly toward support-
ing the Grenfell Athletic 
Association and its pro-

grams.
“The Grenfell Athletic 

Association would like 
to express their sincere 
gratitude to all who sup-
port this fundraiser,” the 
group said in their an-
nouncement.

Residents are encour-
aged to mark their calen-
dars and come out for a 
weekend of games, good 
food, and community sup-
port.

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION:

PUBLIC NOTICE
RM of Abernethy No. 186

PUBLIC HEARING

GET IT
WEEKLY

Join the more

than 12,000 readers 

who enjoy and

support  the local 

newspaper. 

Subscribe by calling
1-844-GNG-NEWS
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Shift into Drive
Hyundai Sales Event

Scan to  
learn more.

©NHL©N

2025 IONIQ 6

Preferred long range AWD Ultimate package model shown

2025 IONIQ 6
Lease from:

at % at % at %
for  months with $  down◊ for  months with $  down◊ for  months with $  down◊

$ weekly $ weekly $ weekly

Ultimate Hybrid AWD model shown

2025 TUCSON Hybrid
Lease from:

N Line AWD with Ultimate package model shown

2025 KONA Electric
Lease from:

Finance from:

on select models†

off 2025 IONIQ 6 

0%

+ $ 7,000

1054 - IONIQ 6 - ROC (AZ, WZ) EN.indd   1

147 125 159
6.79 3.993.99

Mon: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Tues: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Wed: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Thurs: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Fri: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sun: Closed

PH: 306-783-8080    TF:1-800-565-0002  

www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK

Dealer License # 323917

60 0 60 0 60 0

PreferredN-Line

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER
Village of Lipton

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the lands described below and 
will be received until 4:00 p.m. local time on October 28, 2025, at the 

Village of Lipton Municipal Office, P.O. Box 219 201 Main Street, Lipton, SK S0G3B0.

The tenders will then be opened on October 29, 2025, at 7:00 pm the Council Chambers 
at the Village of Lipton Municipal Office, 201 Main Street, Lipton, SK.

DESCRIPTION OF LANDS:
Property #1
Roll Number: 19
Assessment ID / Alt. #: 505001600
Legal Land Description (LLD): Lot 19 Blk 1 Plan 62666 Ext 0
Civic Address: 115 Ceylon Street
Zoning: Residential
According to the last returned assessment roll, the assessed value of the land is $3,400.00 
and improvements (building) $40,500.00 for a total assessed value of $43,900.00.
Other Property information: SAMA rates it as fair. Needs repair as it has been vacant since 
2017.

Property #2
Roll Number: 170
Assessment ID / Alt. #: 505015850-01
Legal Land Description (LLD): Lot 1 Blk 15 Plan ER1478
Civic Address: 902 Erin Avenue
Zoning: Residential
According to the last returned assessment roll, the assessed value of the lands is $6,800.00.
Other property information: Corner lot, house has been removed so it is an empty lot that 
is serviced.

TENDER REQUIREMENTS:
 Bidders are required to review the complete tender documents for important informa-
tion regarding conditions of sale and responsibilities of the purchaser regarding property 
condition. Property photos will not be provided.
 The tender must include a letter explaining the intended use of the property, as well 
as future plans for the property and a timeline to complete the plans. Tenders must be 
submitted in the prescribed form and must be accompanied by a deposit of at least 20 
% (percent) of the tender amount, which deposit shall be made by way of a certified 
cheque/bank draft/ money order payable to the municipality, and a description of the 
bidder’s plans for the property ensuring the purpose meets the requirements in the 
Village’s Zoning Bylaw.
 Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation regarding the title to or 
any other matters relating to the lands to be sold. Responsibility for ascertaining these 
matters rests with the potential purchasers. The assessed value according to the last 
returned assessment roll may or may not be representative of the current fair market 
value of the property.
 This sale is governed by The Tax Enforcement Act.
 The successful purchaser will be required to pay the full amount tendered plus accu-
mulated taxes and any taxes or fees that may be applicable, including taxes and all title 
transfer and legal fees.
 The Municipality has no obligation to provide vacant possession to the successful pur-
chaser.
 A copy of the prescribed form of tender and the tender documents is available 
through the Municipal Office.

For further information contact the Village of Lipton.

Wanda McLeod, CAO
Village of Lipton
306-336-2505

admin@villageoflipton.com

Whitewood rallies to raise 
more than $6,480 

in annual Terry Fox Walk
By Chris Ashfield

Grasslands News 

Once again, the students, staff, and resi-
dents of Whitewood have proven that small 
towns can make a big impact. The annual 
Terry Fox Walk, held last week, brought in 
more than $6,480 in donations for cancer re-
search.

The effort continues Whitewood School’s 
strong tradition of supporting the Terry Fox 
Foundation. Last year, the school was recog-
nized as the fifth-largest fundraising school in 
Saskatchewan, bringing in $6,513.65. The year 
before, it earned second place provincially, 
raising $8,009. This year, organizers are aim-
ing to meet or even surpass those totals.

In the 19 years prior to 2025 that the school 
has been organizing a school run,  over $78,000 
has been raised.

Those who haven’t yet contributed still 
have the chance to do so. Donations can be 
made online through the Terry Fox Founda-
tion’s school fundraising page for Whitewood 
at schools.terryfox.ca/96449.

Enjoying the October Night Skies
By James Edgar 
For Grasslands News 

The Moon begins the month having 
just passed first quarter. Its first encoun-
ter is with Saturn on Oct. 5th, when the 
Ringed Planet is passed four degrees to 
the south. On Oct. 10th, the Moon is 0.9 
degrees north of The Pleiades (M45). By 
Oct. 13th, Jupiter is four degrees south, 
plus the Beehive Cluster (M44) is in close 
vicinity later the same day. This will be 
a good time to check out Jupiter’s double 
shadow events–see below. On Oct. 16th, 
Regulus is 1.2 degrees south of the Moon, 
an occultation for extreme northern Can-
ada. Venus is four degrees north of the 
thin sliver of the Moon on Oct. 19th. The 
Moon is new on Oct. 21st. October 23rd 
sees Mars and Mercury sharing the sky 
with our satellite – the former is five 
degrees north; the latter is two degrees 
north. On Oct. 24th, Antares is 0.5 de-
grees north of the waxing crescent Moon. 

Mercury appears in the western eve-
ning sky early in the month, providing 
the best evening view of 2025 for South-
ern Hemisphere observers. The speedy 
planet slowly separates from the Sun, 
achieving greatest elongation east on 
Oct. 29th. It remains brighter than mag-
nitude 0.0 all month long. It’s within 2 
degrees of Mars on Oct. 20-21 and about 
the same distance from the two-day-old 
Moon on Oct. 23rd.

Venus, shining brightly, rises in the 
eastern sky before twilight. Catch it be-

fore sunrise, or even after the Sun is in 
the sky.

Mars is difficult to locate in early eve-
ning twilight as it gets closer to the Sun
during the month. The Red Planet is in 
conjunction with Mercury on Oct. 20th-
21st, with Mars appearing the smaller 
and fainter of the two.

Jupiter rises around midnight; the 
last-quarter Moon passes by on Oct. 
13th. The giant planet has numerous dou-
ble-shadow transit events this month, in-
volving various combinations of all four 
Galilean satellites – about every two or
three days.

Saturn is in good position all through 
the night. Watch as the month progresses
to see the ring tilt decrease to almost face 
on. The Moon passes by on Oct. 5th.

Uranus crosses the sky for most of the 
night as it approaches its Nov. 21 opposi-
tion. It’s slowly retrograding in the con-
stellation Taurus the Bull.

Neptune is in Pisces, hanging out
with The Fishes.

The large Minor Planet Ceres is at
opposition on Oct. 2 – something worth
looking for.

The zodiacal light is visible before 
eastern morning twilight for the last two
weeks of October.

The Orionid meteors peak on Oct. 21.
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Community connecting with Kipling Fire Dept.
By Connie Schwalm

Grasslands News 

Recently, the Kipling Fire Department received a 
donation which Fire Chief Ken Nordal says will help 
members safely do their job

“We received a generous donation of a brand new 
SCBA unit (valued at $8,000) from the Bekevar Yotin 
Wind Farm” he explained. “The SCBA is very import-
ant because it’s the personal protection that you need if 
you are going into a smoke-filled environment such as a 
house fire. With all of the smoke and toxic fumes being 
released in that situation, a breathing apparatus is cru-
cial. People can’t go into something like that without it. 
We have a number of these already, but one more is one 
more and is greatly appreciated.”

As well, Nordal says that some very practical items 
were donated that will make the Firehall a multipur-
pose facility and may help to provide the community 
with more opportunities to engage with members.

“The Bekevar Yotin Wind Farm also donated 11 fold-
ing tables and 37 folding chairs. We do in-house train-
ing and have instructors who come in to do that. So, it 
will be nice to have tables and chairs that we can use 
for that. And if we have an ‘Open House’ event, we can 
move the equipment out of the way and have something 
for people who attend the event to sit at. So, these make 
the Firehall a place that can be used for a variety of 
functions. That might encourage people in the commu-
nity to come and see the equipment that we have here, 
meet the people who serve the community by volunteer-
ing to be members of the Fire Department, and maybe 
think about getting involved themselves.”

One of the ways of engaging with the community that 
members enjoy the most is when young children come 

to the Firehall for a tour. Nordal notes that this past 
week the kindergarten class from Kipling School was 
there to pay a visit and ask some interesting questions.

“The kindergarten class reached out and asked if 
they could come to the Firehall. It’s a great experience 
for them and for the members who were there. They ask 
some pretty important questions and hopefully we gave 
them the right answers! The kids also had a lot of fun 
sitting I the trucks and climbing on the equipment.”

Nordal points out that while members are always 
happy to host these young visitors, they would be 

equally pleased to see older students come and find out
more about the Fire Department and ways that they can 
volunteer to become part of it too. 

“Visits from the younger kids tend to happen every 
year, as we have both the kindergarten class and the 
kids in the Fun in the Sun Summer Program coming 
to visit us. We’ve also had kids as old as Grades 4-5 
visit the Firehall, which is great.  But we’d also like to
see older kids coming, so they could learn more about 
what’s involved in volunteering for the Fire Depart-
ment as Junior Firefighters.”

He explains that while Junior Firefighters are not
called upon to do the same tasks as senior volunteers, 
they are there to help during a call and are given an op-
portunity to witness some of what it means to respond
to as call, while gaining valuable experience that they
can take with them anywhere.

“We have two High School kids volunteering for 
the Fire Department right now as Junior Firefighters.
They are able to come on calls with us but are not able 
to enter the ‘Hot Zone’. That means that they can’t go 
into a burning building or be in close proximity to an 
active accident scene. But they can help with things
like directing traffic. And they get to see how the differ-
ent skills we learn, and practice fall into place in these 
types of situations.

“After they graduate, if Junior Firefighters want to
stay on the Fire Department, they already have basic 
training in place. And if they move to another commu-
nity, they have the basic training and experience to be-
come involved with the Fire Department there too.

“So, we’d welcome the opportunity to have older stu-
dents visit the Firehall and learn more about the Junior 
Firefighters Program. That would be a great way to use 
the new tables and chairs that we have!”

Asking Questions
Kindergarten students listen as Kipling Fire Chief an-

swers questions and talks to them about the various 

pieces of equipment on display during the class visit to 

the Firehall last week.
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Over 50 vendors and a huge crowd attends Kipling Fall Fair
By Connie Schwalm

Grasslands News 

Main Street Kipling along with several other venues 
were busy last Saturday, during the community’s Fall 
Fair. Town CAO Brenna Ackerman was one of the orga-
nizers of the event and says that the downtown market-
place as well as events taking place at other locations 
throughout were drawing substantial crowds.

“It was an excellent day” she observes. “There was 
a bit of a wind, but we were really blessed with lovely 
weather in general. We have no way to know exactly 
how many people were here of course. But everything 
seemed to be well-attended. There were about 120 people 

who came out for the Firefighters Pancake Breakfast in 
the morning, which was a great start to the day. At the 
Friendship Center, they only had two hot dogs left at the 
end of their noon Hot Dog Sale. They were pretty happy 
about that. At the library, around fifty people attended 
the Room Dedication for Mary Balogh. The Food Trucks 
were busy all day and they already want to come back 
next year. We had over 50 vendors, that all seemed very 
busy during the day, and many of them have already 
said they want to come back next year as well. 

“I haven’t talked to our local business owners yet, 
but there certainly seemed to be a lot of people going in 
and out of our stores. I’ll be sending them a survey soon, 
asking what went right – what didn’t – and what should 
be changed next year. And the evening concert was just 
a nice way to end the day. We had 90 people here for 
that, and everyone seemed to be enjoying themselves.”

Ackerman notes that both residents and visitors that 
she spoke with were pleased to see Kipling hosting such 
an event.

“The residents I spoke with thought it was fabulous, 
and they were glad that an event like this was happen-
ing in Kipling. There was also a volleyball tournament 
going on at the school that day, and I heard from a lot 
of parents who were happy there was something to do 
between games.”

Although she admits that some aspects of the Fall 
Fair might need to be re-examined or revised, the main 
goals for the event were achieved and Ackerman says 
that it seems likely Kipling will host another Fall Fair 
next year.

“Our goal was to show off Kipling, and the Fall Fair 
did that. It brought people into this amazing commu-
nity, showcased the many local businesses we have, as 
well as local vendors and those from further away. We 
have some ideas that we would like to look at next year, 

and we’ll see what suggestions people give us in the sur-
vey. There are definitely some aspects of the event that 
we need to work on. But overall, for the first one, it went 
very well.”

A busy afternoon
Although it is not possible 

to know for certain how 

many people stopped by 

the Fall Fair on Saturday, 

Kipling CAO Brenna Ack-

erman says that the down-

town market and all of the 

other events taking place 

in the community were well 

attended.
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Photo opportunity
These were two of the many who stopped at the Grass-

lands News/Clipper booth last Saturday and took advan-

tage of the opportunity to become front page news.

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWSSo many choices
Visitors to the Kipling Fall Fair faced some tough deci-

sions as they browed through the many items available 

for purchase at the Main Street Market that boasted over 

50 vendors.
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