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By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan’s Legislative Assembly 
will resume session next month but, in 
the meantime, MLAs are visiting com-
munities to learn more about local proj-
ects and concerns.

MLA for Moosomin-Montmartre 
Kevin Weedmark is continuing the ef-
forts of his predecessor Steven Bonk in 
advocating for suitable healthcare facil-
ities in rural Saskatchewan. Weedmark 
spent Sept. 4 visiting project sites and 
meeting with committees to discuss pro-
grams at the Southeast Integrated Care 
Centre in Moosomin and progress on a 
long-term care home in Grenfell.

MLA for Estevan-Big Muddy Lori Carr 
was appointed Minister of Mental Health 
and Addictions, Seniors and Rural and 
Remote Health in Nov. 2024. She joined 
Weedmark last Thursday when he vis-
ited the future site of a long-term care 
home in Grenfell. A ground-breaking 
ceremony for the facility took place in 
Oct. 2023 and, after various delays, con-
struction resumed in July 2025.

In addition to viewing the construc-
tion work near the corner of Highway 47 
and Assiniboia Ave., the MLAs met with 

Grenfell Mayor Mark Steininger and the
Grenfell and District Health Foundation 
to discuss the project. The meeting was a 
means of fostering collaboration between
the government and local committee.

“As a result of our conversation that 
day, we will be providing the foundation 
with more materials, such as renderings
of the new facility, to help them in their 
fundraising efforts,” MLA Weedmark 
shared in an email to Grasslands News.
“It was a good meeting to get everyone on 
the same page on this important project.
This new facility will not just meet the
long-term care needs of Grenfell and sur-
rounding area but is a vote of confidence 
by the province of Saskatchewan in the 
future of Grenfell and area.”

MLA Carr told Grasslands News that
she appreciated the opportunity to meet
the foundation members and see the care
home site.

“We had a good conversation about 
the construction project, both sharing
how happy we are that pilings are being
put in the ground,” the minister stated.
“Being able to see progress being made
is important for the committee and the
community, it shows that the project is
moving forward. I look forward to the 
day the facility opens.”

MLAs and Minister visit Grenfell 
new long-term care home site

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Members of the White-
wood Fire Department 
(WFD) were pushed to the 
limit last weekend as they 
responded to back-to-back 
emergency calls that kept 
them working from late 
Friday night until early 
Saturday morning.

The first call came at 
about 11 p.m. on Friday, 
September 5, when fire-
fighters were dispatched 
to a two-vehicle collision 
seven miles north of Ken-
nedy on Highway 9. The 
crash involved a south-
bound SUV and a semi 
travelling in the same 
direction. The impact, 
which was believed to be 
a result of the vehicles 
swerving to avoid horses 
on the road, caused the 
semi to roll onto its side, 
blocking both lanes of 
traffic and spilling its 
load of chopped wood 
across the highway.

Fortunately, neither 
driver sustained seri-
ous injuries. Crews from 
Whitewood, as well as 
Kennedy Fire Depart-
ment which responded to 
assist with traffic control, 
remained on scene for 
several hours. Highway 
9 was closed and traffic 
detoured until approxi-
mately 3:45 a.m. while the 
scene was cleaned up and 
the roadway cleared.

Just as firefighters 
were wrapping up that 
call, they were dispatched 
to a second emergency — 
a fully engulfed semi fire 
on Highway 1 at Burrows. 
Several WFD members 
left directly from the col-
lision site while others 
joined from town.

Upon arrival, crews 
found the tractor unit of 
a westbound semi ablaze. 
Using water and foam, 
firefighters managed 
to bring the fire under 
control and prevent it 
from spreading to the 

trailer, which was saved. 
The driver escaped un-
harmed, though the 
tractor was completely 
destroyed. Both west-
bound lanes of Highway 1 
were closed for nearly an 
hour during firefighting 
efforts.

By the time the last 
piece of equipment was 
returned to the hall, WFD 
members had been on the 
go for nearly eight hours 
straight.

“From dealing with a 

major accident scene to 
tackling a fully involved 
semi fire, our members 
worked nonstop from 
11 p.m. until 6:40 a.m.,” 
fire chief Bernard Brûlé 

stated. “We are proud 
of the dedication of our 
men and women, many of 
whom had been awake for 
more than 24 hours by the 
end of it.”

The Whitewood Fire
Department also ex-
tended thanks to the Ken-
nedy Fire Department for
their support during the
long night.

Whitewood Fire Department

Firefighters face
marathon night
of highway calls
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By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Zagime Anishinabek 
First Nation elected a 
chief and council for a 
new term last weekend, 
but some are questioning 
the election’s legitimacy.

In April 2025, Zagime 
membership approved 
the ‘Zagime Anishinabek 
Election Act’ by major-
ity vote. Leaders drafted 
the act as a means of ad-
dressing concerns raised 
during the 2021 election. 
Due to the number of vot-
ers that lacked access to 
in-person polling stations, 
the ‘Zagime Anishinabek 
Election Act’ included 
provisions for online vot-
ing. Following approval of 
the new Act, Zagime pre-
pared for an election on 
Sept. 6.

Like its previous elec-
tion in 2021, Zagime en-
gaged the services of 
OneFeather Mobile Tech-

nologies to facilitate its 
2025 election. The com-
pany has also assisted 
with elections, surveys 
and referendum votes for 
numerous other First Na-
tions. During Zagime’s 
most recent election, One-
Feather provided in-per-
son voting opportunities 
along with mail-in ballot 
voting and a platform that 
enabled members to cast 
their vote online.

Indigenous Services 
Canada (ISC) notified Za-
gime’s Chief and Council 
that the federal govern-
ment did not have time 
to review Zagime’s new 
Act prior to the sched-
uled election. As a result, 
Zagime would remain on 
the First Nations Election 
Act (FNEA) schedule until 
the review was completed, 
and a ministerial order 
could be issued. Letters 
were sent from ISC to Za-
gime on June 19 and Aug. 
21, explaining the govern-
ment’s position, stating 

the Zagime Anishinabek 
Election Act, it was un-
derstood that the election 
could potentially be chal-
lenged,” the chief wrote. 
“We determined that the 

best way to exercise our 
Inherent Right to Self-De-
termination was to chal-
lenge Canada’s continued 
control over our internal 
affairs. We must continue 

to exert our rights, in-
cluding the right to con-
trol our own citizenship,
leadership selection, our
laws of kinship and our
internal economy.”

that “Canada only has 
authority to recognize a 
Chief and Council that is 
elected in accordance with 
FNEA” until Zagime’s new 
‘Election Act’ is reviewed. 
However, Zagime leaders 
determined to continue 
with the election based on 
procedures in its new Act.

According to its ‘Elec-
tion Act’, Zagime’s lead-
ership consists of a chief 
and seven councillors 
with a general election to 
be held every four years 
on Sept. 6. Three candi-
dates were nominated 
for chief; 19 people were 
nominated for the role of 
councillor. OneFeather 
released an official count 
of 630 ballots that resulted 
in Chief Lynn Acoose se-
lected for a seventh term 
with 295 votes in her fa-
vour. Councillors elected 
for the new term include 
incumbents Paula Acoose, 
Amber Sangwais and Ran-
dall Sparvier, along with 
newcomers Hubert (Huey) 
Acoose, Dennis Peepeetch 
Jr., Tamara Peepeetch and 
Sarah Rain.

In response to the con-
troversy surrounding 
the election, Chief Aco-
ose posted a statement on 
social media on Monday 
morning. She acknowl-
edged that communica-
tion was received from 
ISC but said the nation’s 
legal counsel dealt with 
the correspondence that 
was received during the 
election period. Chief Aco-
ose further indicated that 
the First Nation chose 
its course of action as a 
means of exercising sover-
eignty over its governance 
procedures.

“When the former 
Council decided to proceed 
with the election under 

Zagime Anishinabek First Nation

Acoose elected for a seventh term; election questioned

Have information?

LEAVE A TIP! >>> 1-800-222-TIPS
saskcrimestoppers.com
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Fisher

Court appearance

Kelly Guider prepares to escort her to an initial court appearance on Sept. 5. 

By Ryan Kiedrowski
Grasslands News 

The self-proclaimed 
‘Queen of Canada’ Romana 
Didulo, 50, was among 11 
women and five men ar-
rested in Richmound after 
a large police presence on 
Sept. 3. Of those taken into 
custody, 10 were living in-
side the privately-owned 
former school in that vil-
lage near the Alberta bor-
der with five arrested from 
RVs located on the property 

and one person taken into 
custody outside a residence 
in Richmound.

“One of the individuals 
that was inside the build-
ing identified herself as Ro-
mana Didulo, which was as 
I understand, live-streamed 
as it happened,” confirmed 
Insp. Ashley St. Germaine, 
Senior Investigative Offi-
cer with the RCMP Major 
Crime Branch, during a 
news conference at RCMP 
Headquarters in Regina 
last week. “She presented 

herself and identified her-
self as that and released it 
to the public, so I can con-
firm that she is in custody.”

Didulo and some of her 
followers have been taking 
up residence in the pri-
vately-owned Richmound 
School property since Sept. 
2023, antagonizing locals
opposed to their conspiracy 
theory views.

A search warrant was 
executed by the RCMP at 
4:30 a.m. on Sept. 3, after 
receiving a firearms com-
plaint.

“The search warrant was
obtained after we received 
a report of an individual 
occupying the building was 
in possession of a firearm,” 
Insp. St. Germaine ex-
plained.  “That report was 
received on Aug. 25, 2025.
After receiving this report, 
Saskatchewan RCMP began 
an extensive investigation, 
this included careful moni-
toring of any risk to public 
safety and to the commu-
nity of Richmound.”

Detailing the police re-
sponse, Insp. St. Germaine 
described the team as 
“skilled and experienced 
senior officers” that were 
“established to oversee this 
large and complex opera-
tion.” 

“This response was
made up of RCMP officers 
from throughout the prov-
ince, including our Critical 
Incident Response Team;
tactical support group; con-
tainment team; police dog 
services provincial Gen-
eral Investigation Section, 
remotely piloted aircraft

system and detachment 
members; (and) we also 
had assistance from Regina 
Police Services’ SWAT pro-
gram,” she said. “There 
were more than 30 police
vehicles along with two tac-
tical vehicles at the scene. 
The safety of the public
and our officers is the top 
priority in any situation. 
We carefully examine the 
components of the prop-
erty prior to the execution 
of the search warrant. This 
maximized the likelihood
of a quick, smooth and safe 
operation.”

There were eight RV 
units on the school prop-
erty, which were cleared by 
one team of officers while 
another team methodically 
cleared the school building. 
All structures were cleared, 
and the 16 individuals ar-
rested by 6 a.m. on Sept. 3.

“The next phase of the

investigation is now in its 
early stages,” Insp. St. Ger-
maine said. “Investigators 
are still in the process of
searching the building, col-
lecting evidence and inter-
viewing those arrested. At 
this time, no charges have
been laid.”

Police were able to lo-
cate and seize four replica 
handguns – one inside the 
building and three inside 
vehicles – during the pro-
cess of clearing the prop-
erty. The building itself is 
also under the scrutiny of a 
separate investigation.

“Officers observed mod-
ifications that had been 
made to the existing struc-
ture,” Insp. St. Germaine 
said. “We notified fire in-
vestigators with the Sas-
katchewan Public Safety 
Agency who are now en-
gaged in their own investi-
gation.”

Back in early August, 
claims were made that the 
group holed up inside the
school had rigged a hose to 
pump sewage away from 
the compound – including
near the village’s ball dia-
monds.

“We understand that
there’s a lot of interest in
this investigation and the
next steps,” noted Insp. St. 
Germaine. “The Saskatch-
ewan RCMP is committed 
to transparency. We will
provide more information 
as we’re able, while being
mindful of the investiga-
tional integrity and pri-
vacy responsibilities. I 
think what’s important to
highlight today is the ex-
cellent work done by our 
investigative team, their 
dedication attention to de-
tail and professionalism 
allow this operation to

Arrested
Insp. Ashley St. Germaine, Senior Investigative Of-

events leading up to the arrest of 16 individuals.

‘Queen of Canada’ along 
with 15 others arrested
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Mayor Miller empha-
sized how the people 
residing in the school
building put residents of 
Richmound in a constant 
state of fear.

“When they first ar-
rived, they threatened 
anyone who opposed them 
– including threats of exe-
cution and violence toward 
families in our small, close-
knit community,” he said.
“It was terrifying, and it 
still is.”

The harassment and in-
timidation of Village staff 
led to the closure of the
Village Office to the public 
back in July.

“It’s heartbreaking and 
infuriating,” Mayor Miller 
noted. “I can’t believe we’re 
still here, with no real help, 
no protection, and no an-
swers — just more waiting 
and more promises from
people who say they care.” 

Insp. St. Germaine con-
firmed that there have 
been other investigations 
into the Kingdom of Can-
ada group and activities 
in the area, then explained 
why it took so long to initi-
ate action.

“At this point in time,
we were able to gather 
enough evidence to meet 
the threshold of gathering 
a search warrant to enter 
the property to execute 
it,” she said. “Through 
the course of any of our 
investigations, before we 
take any action, we have 
to make sure that we do 
meet the thresholds that 
the courts will be satisfied, 
that we can enter into pri-
vate property. So that’s 
essentially what happened 
here - the investigation 
report was received, inves-
tigation unfolded and got 
to the point that we had 
enough grounds to be able 
to get a Section 487 search 
warrant to enter the prop-
erty to execute it.”

Catch and release
Just because police 

arrested the 16 people in 
Richmound doesn’t mean 
they can hold them.

“They’ve been arrested 
and legally, we have 24 
hours to either lay a charge, 
have a person before the 
courts, or release them,” 
Insp. St. Germaine told the 
media. “If we release indi-
viduals without charges, 
that doesn’t mean that they
may not be charged down 
the road. What that means 

is we potentially don’t have 
enough evidence to charge 
them right now, but we can 
gather enough evidence 
to charge them down the 
road, if that’s appropriate 
in that case. So, if people 
are released today or to-
morrow without charges, 
that doesn’t necessarily
equate to no charges will 
ever be laid.”

She added that the Re-
gina Provincial GIS will 
be taking carriage of the
investigation; a unit that 
falls under the Saskatche-
wan Major Crimes branch.

“They are coordinating
and leading this investiga-
tion, and any investigative 
tasks that need to be com-
pleted will be done by them 
or directed to be done by
them,” Insp. St. Germaine 
said.

In an update on Sept. 
4, RCMP announced 
they seized 13 imitation 
semi-automatic handguns, 
ammunition, and “a large 
number of electronic de-
vices.” All evidence col-
lected is being examined 
by investigators.

RCMP also confirmed
that the 16 people arrested 
on Sept. 3 were released 
from police custody.

“Two individuals – an 
adult female and an adult 
male – have since been 
rearrested. The investiga-
tion continues,” noted the 
release. “No charges have
been formally laid against 
any of the arrested individ-
uals at this time. As such, 
we are unable to provide
further details.”

When asked if the fe-
male that had been re-ar-
rested was Didulo, RCMP 
replied that they are “not
able to identify them as no 
charges have been laid at 
this time.”

However, video sur-
faced on social media of 
Didulo and one of her 
followers Darlene Ondi 
(Didulo’s Press Secretary) 
surveying the damage 
to vehicles on the school 
property after the Sept. 
3 arrests. The video de-
picted several vehicles 
with all four tires slashed
with some also appearing 
to have their windows 
smashed. 

Court appearances 
That freedom on Sept. 4 

would prove to be a short-
lived taste as both Didulo 
and Manz were rearrested 

after allegedly breaching a
condition of an undertak-
ing that the pair were to 
have no contact with each
other. 

Both appeared before 
Judge Alan Jacobson in 
Swift Current Provincial 
Court on Sept. 5 and were 
remanded for bail hear-
ings on Sept. 8. During
her court appearance on
Sept. 5, Didulo was noted
as being uncooperative,
resulting in Judge Jacob-
son asking her numerous
times to stop interrupting
him. While demanding her 
release, Didulo noted she 
“would only consent to a
natural law trial.” Over 
the course of 45 minutes,
Judge Jacobson calmly
explained the charges to 
her – being single counts 
of failure to comply with
an undertaking conditions 
and intimidation of a jus-
tice system participant –
and remanded Didulo for
her next appearance.

Crown Prosecutor Cur-
tis Wiebe noted opposition
to Didulo’s release before
a trial, requesting an ad-
journment to Sept. 8 to 
gather evidence.

While the police were 
busy with Didulo and her 
entourage, the Saskatche-
wan Health Authority de-
clared the former school
that Manz owns as unsan-
itary and unfit for occu-
pation. An order to vacate 
was delivered and placed
on the residence, directing 
an immediate leave by all 
individuals. The order will
remain in place until all 
deficiencies are corrected, 
with a maximum $75,000
fine for violating the no-
tice.

Monday’s court appear-
ance saw Didulo granted
bail, but with several
conditions including not
being in a 50 km radius
of Richmound, no contact 
orders with a list of indi-
viduals (including Manz), 
and a weapons prohibition.
Didulo will be staying at a 
residence in Regina, and
her next court appearance 
is scheduled for Sept. 17.

Whie being led by RCMP
to the bail hearing, Didulo
advised the 12 supporters
gathered in front of the
Swift Current courthouse 
to “secure the royal pup-
pies and the funds – you 
know who to get ahold of.”

Manz had a bail hearing
on Sept. 9.

Queen of Canada arrested with 15 others
- continued from page 4

unfold without injury or 
risk to public safety. This 
operation was incredibly 
complex and robust. We 
drew on the RCMP and 
partner resources from 
across the province to 
successfully execute this 
search warrant. Through-
out the investigation, the 
safety of the public and the 
residents of Richmound 
has been the highest prior-
ity and was constantly con-
sidered. Finally, I thank 
residents of Richmound 
for their ongoing pa-
tience as this investiga-
tion continues to unfold.”

Plea for help
While representa-

tives at the Village of 
Richmound declined com-

ment last week, citing the 
ongoing RCMP investiga-
tion, Mayor Brad Miller 
had expressed his frustra-
tions with the situation in 
his village on social media.

“For nearly two years
now, the QAnon cult has 
taken over our town,” he 
said. “They moved into 
our old school building 
and have refused to leave 
as they were invited by 
the owner of the school. 
Despite countless efforts 
– appearing on TV shows, 
radio programs, speaking 
with newspaper outlets, 
and reaching out to gov-
ernment officials – nothing 
has worked. We’ve been 
met with empty promises 
and no real action.”

Incidentally, the owner 

of the former school build-
ing – 61-year-old Rick Manz 
– was involved in an alter-
cation with RCMP on July 
18. Municipal workers
were operating in an area 
near the property, and of-
ficers were called to keep 
the peace. An exchange
followed, resulting in two 
RCMP members climbing 
over a fence. After a physi-
cal altercation with RCMP, 
Manz was initially charged
with two counts of assault 
a peace officer; and single 
counts of assault, resisting 
arrest, mischief, uttering 
threats, and obstructing 
or interfering with an em-
ployee or agency of a mu-
nicipality. The next court 
date for Manz is slated for
Sept. 18.
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callusing, corns, ingrown, 

thickened toenails and
hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

Relief and maintenance of 
callusing, corns, ingrown, 

thickened toenails and
hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

Supplies unavailable 
Store owners Andrea and Calvin Wasmuth of Whitewood Outdoor & Pet Sup-

plies stand in their hunting department near the empty gun rack in their store 

due to lack of inventory since the U.S. tariffs were implemented. 

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

As hunting season be-
gins in our areas, hunting 
and firearms communities 
are bracing for mounting 
pressures as sweeping do-
mestic regulations collide 
with the impact of U.S. 
tariffs, leaving hunters, 
sport shooters, and small 
businesses grappling with 
rising costs and shrinking 
access.

Whitewood Outdoor and 
Pet Supply is one of a very 
few stores in the area, and 
possibly much of Saskatch-
ewan, that supplies not 
only a huge selection of pet 
supplies, outdoor supplies 
such as for fishing and 
many other recreational 
activities, but also stocks 
clothing and equipment 
for the hunter and sports 
shooter.

This year is slightly dif-
ferent as, when one ven-
tures further into the store, 
it becomes plainly visible 
that the gun cabinet in the 
hunting section is totally 
empty. 

Store owners, Andrea 
and Calvin Wasmuth, chat-
ted with Grasslands News 
explaining, “It’s not a mat-
ter of we don’t want to sell 
firearms; it’s a matter of 
getting them.” 

The tariffs imposed 
by US President Donald 
Trump have had a huge im-
pact on the sale of firearms, 
impacting hunters and 
businesses. 

“Our suppliers can-
celled their orders, leav-
ing a limited supply. The 
prices when the tariffs are 
added become much more 
costly for the hunter and we 
would probably be making 
no profit off any sales, even 
if we could get them,” the 
owners stated. 

The Wasmuth’s contin-
ued, sharing their thoughts 
that as a smaller business, 
it would be a huge hit if 
they were left with a stock 
of unpurchased inventory, 
due to the huge price in-
creases, if they could even 
find a supplier with inven-
tory, or possibly they would 
be left holding inventory 
that can’t be sold once 
Prime Minister Carney fi-
nalizes the laws in Canada 
on firearm restrictions.  

“As you can see, we have 
plenty of ammunition for 
sale for qualified buyers 
but that too has increased 
in price for any new stock. 
We were lucky to have 
some ammunition in stock 
before the tariffs were im-
posed,” the store owners 
commented.

The Wasmuth’s agreed 
that the tariffs have had 
a much huger impact on 
their business than the im-
plementation of firearm re-
strictions has.

Impact on hunters and 
businesses

According to the Cana-
dian Sporting Arms and 
Ammunition Association, 
roughly 80 per cent of am-
munition, 90 per cent of 

ing the Toronto Star that 
enforcement would not 
be voluntary and owners 
would receive compensa-
tion.

Uncertain future
With mounting regula-

tory hurdles at home and 
higher costs imposed by 

international trade dis-
putes, Canada’s firearms 
community finds itself at
a crossroads. For many 
hunters and small business 
owners, the concern is less 
about adapting to change 
and more about whether 
their way of life—and live-
lihoods—can survive the 

growing pressures.
“Every season, it’s get-

ting harder to keep this 
tradition alive,” said a Sas-
katchewan outfitter. “We
want safe and sustainable
hunting, but we also need
fair policies that don’t push 
us out of existence.”

primers, and 60 per cent 
of firearms sold in Can-
ada are imported from the 
United States. Tariffs on
those goods are driving 
up prices significantly, 
making it more costly for 
businesses to stock sup-
plies and for consumers to 
afford basic hunting and 
sport-shooting equipment.

“The firearm industry 
is already dealing with re-
strictive and unworkable 
regulations here at home,” 
the association said. “Now, 
with tariffs, businesses 
and responsible gun own-
ers are going to be hit even 
harder.”

Small businesses that
cater to the firearms mar-
ket—from retailers to out-
fitters—warn they may 
not survive the economic
strain.

“We are lucky that we 
have other areas in our 
business that are carry-
ing us through hopefully 
until all of these issues are 
settled,” the Wasmuth’s
stated. “It’s unfortunate 
though as a lot of people in 
rural areas rely on hunt-
ing as a means to supple-
ment food supplies, and 
especially now with the 
high cost of groceries now-
adays.”

Hunters and recre-
ational shooters are ex-
pected to either cut back 
on purchases or face steep 
costs for ammunition and 
equipment. Industry lead-
ers say this will not only 
weaken local economies,
particularly in rural re-
gions, but also erode a tra-
dition that has long played 
a role in Canada’s heritage,
conservation efforts, and 
tourism sector.

A wave of new restrictions
At the same time, fed-

eral firearms legislation 
is reshaping what Canadi-
ans can legally own. Bill 
C-21, passed in late 2023,
expanded the definition 
of prohibited firearms to 
include new categories 
of semi-automatic, cen-
tre-fire rifles designed for 
detachable magazines with 
a capacity of six rounds

or more. So-called “ghost 
guns” and other unlawfully 
manufactured firearms 
were also outlawed.

In addition, Ottawa has 
extended prohibitions on 
“assault-style” firearms, 
expanded restrictions 
on handguns through a 
national freeze, and in-
troduced new “red flag” 
provisions allowing courts 
to temporarily remove
firearms from individuals 
deemed a safety risk.

On March 7, 2025, the 
federal government further 
amended its Classification 
Regulations, reclassifying 
specific firearms and vari-
ants as prohibited. While 
an amnesty period runs 
until March 1, 2026, allow-
ing owners to comply with 
the law, those firearms can 
no longer be legally used
for hunting or sport shoot-
ing.

Compensation program 
pending

A federal compensation 
program for affected fire-
arm owners is expected 
to roll out in two phases, 
beginning with licensed 
businesses before moving 
to individuals later in 2025. 
While the government has 
pledged “fair compensa-
tion,” details on payment 
amounts and the process
remain unavailable.

Until then, owners of 
prohibited firearms can 
turn them in to police or 
have them deactivated. In-
digenous hunters and those 
who hunt for sustenance
retain limited exemptions 
to continue use until the 
end of the amnesty period.

The initiative, which 
bans more than 2,500 mod-
els of previously legal fire-
arms, has been repeatedly 
delayed and is now sched-
uled to conclude by the end 
of 2026. Costs are expected 
to reach nearly $2 billion.

Public Safety Minister 
Gary Anandasangaree re-
affirmed recently that the 
forced confiscation pro-
gram remains a priority 
for Prime Minister Mark 
Carney’s government, tell-

Tariffs hit hunters and 
local area businesses
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Editor

“For the cause that needs assistance; 
for the wrong that needs resistance; 

the future in the distance and 
the good that we can do.”

Small towns are 
the perfect target

Last week, Romana Didulo the self-appointed ‘Queen 
of Canada’ made headlines all over the place in the 
wake of police descending on the former school/palace 
for the Kingdom of Canada in the Village of Richmound. 
After two years of essentially holding the community of 
120 people hostage via threats of violence and ‘royal de-
crees’, it seems as though RCMP finally had something 
they could pin on Didulo and her followers: a weapons 
charge. As a result, 16 people were arrested and Didulo 
is currently navigating the justice system.

The real one – not the natural law version she would 
prefer her trial to be held under. 

Many people have wondered how exactly such a 
siege could happen; how can someone just waltz into 
a place, say “this is mine now” and begin threatening 
anyone that dare oppose them?

It’s easier than you’d think.
The municipal council in Richmound noted they lack 

the power to do anything and pointed to the RCMP for 
help. The police said they can only do so much, abiding 
by federal justice laws. Meanwhile, those laws drafted 
by someone in a comfy chair far removed from the prob-
lem would declare that there might be a human right 
jeopardized by taking any action.

So, the cultists sat in their ramshackle former 
school, and they stewed, plotted, and planned for sev-
eral months. They dreamt up a new 13-month calendar 
with new names for each month because – after all – 
what else are you going to do with nothing but time 
on your hands? Royal decrees from a fantasy kingdom 
were drafted with nasty consequences. Currency was 
developed, and the village office locked its doors to the 
public for fear of safety to staff. 

It all seems so outrageous, like some movie plot 
dreamed up in a Hollywood studio, but it happened. 
And it continues to happen in small towns across our 
fair province. Who would dare stand up to the pint-sized 
bully and her minions? 

They did just that in Kamsack back in 2023. Didulo 
et al tried to take over that town before their occupa-
tion of RIchmound, but the folks in Kamsack would 
not back down. In fact, Didulo wouldn’t even leave the 
RV she was travelling in as their caravan rolled in to 
town, being so intimidated by the showing of citizens 
not about to put up with her silliness. Yes, Kamsack was 
too big to bully, so the Didulo gang kept on meandering 
west to find that perfect victim.

It’s easy to write off Didulo as ‘just another nut’, 
but is she delusional or instead, quite intelligent? How 
do you control a group of people anyway? History has 
proven multiple examples of charismatic folks telling 
portions of the public that they’re getting the short end 
of the stick by another group. Soon, those charming 
idealists amass quite the horde of followers - all buy-
ing into the same notions and concepts of this one very 
smart person. 

That person is elevated to the status of a leader, and 
more people follow. Pretty soon, the messages, the cre-
dos and basic tenants of the group twist into something 
frightening to the eyes and ears of an outside observer. 

But the fervor continues.
Before Didulo and her followers holed themselves up 

in a small Saskatchewan town flirting with the Alberta 
border, her less-radical views portrayed cerca the Free-
dom Convoy out East had many people nodding their 
heads in agreement. Sure, she appeared a little right of 
centre, but a lot of people could at least conceptualize 
what she was trying to lay down. These days her edicts 
have become more radicalized; so far right that the arm 
is stretched around the globe and is tapping the left 
shoulder.

Questions contact us here
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I think everyone has a right to their beliefs, but if 
what you hold true to your heart asks you to cause harm 
to someone, then it’s time to question those precepts. 
I’ve read many messages posted by Didulo’s followers, 
and a common thread asks people viewing their mate-
rial to question everything. Absolutely – keep asking 
questions. But perhaps those same folks ought to pause 
and ask a few of their own. 

Why is their leader acquiescing to these earthly laws 
if she is truly as she claims – a highly-evolved being 
from some other planet? Why was their ‘palace’ a run-
down former school instead of a luxurious multi-level 
complex - food for thought for whoever ran the trash 
hose toward the ball diamonds in Richmound when 
sewer access was restricted. How come the Kingdom 
needs to solicit monetary donations when it allegedly 

is printing its own money? Why hasn’t the Queen kept 
her coffee appointment slated for Divina Esse 19, 0035 
(previously known as Sept. 6, 2025) at 11 a.m.?

Unfortunately, the very folks asking the public to 
re-examine societal views will likely not take a gander 
at what Didulo tells them to believe. It may seem like 
a small victory to have the cult leader now before the 
court system, but has this action now turned the Queen 
of Canada a martyr? Will this only fuel the fire within 
her believers? Throwing her in the clink might only 
make things worse. Or maybe if she’s out of the spot-
light for a few beats, her followers will find someone 
else to align with and eventually forget Didulo and her 
wild ideas. This is the Achilles’ heel for Didulo – being 
forgotten about. Bullies hate losing their power!

- Ryan Kiedrowski, Grasslands News



A hiker in Tennessee made the 
fatal mistake of picking up a rat-
tlesnake. No one is quite sure what 
possessed him to pick up the Timber 
rattler. He was about a half-mile onto 
the trail at that point, and first re-
sponders couldn’t save him.  The CDC 
(U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention) reports about  7,000 to 
8,000 snake bites per year. However, 
fatal bites are rare, usually around 
five a year. 

Yellowstone National Park officials report that 
a Colorado man ended up in hospital after another 
ridiculous encounter. Apparently, he identifies as a 
wolf furry and was severely injured after attempt-
ing to join a wild wolf pack. Speaking from his bed, 
still wearing what remained of his shredded gray 
faux-fur suit, the man insisted the wolves were 
“just establishing dominance” and that the attack 
was “more of a rough welcome hug.” He added, “I 
think I’m in. I’m gonna try again next month when 
they’re less hungry.” Game wardens strongly dis-
couraged the plan, noting that the pack had already 
been observed urinating on the man’s discarded 
tail, “which in wolf culture, is basically a restrain-
ing order.”

Teacher Melissa Calhoun called one of her 
students by the name the student had gone by 
for four years, but she was teaching in Brevard 
County, Fla. Because the student’s name did not 
match their anatomy at birth, Calhoun is not 
teaching there anymore. In Florida, it’s illegal for 
a teacher to call a student by such a chosen name 
unless their parents have signed a consent form. 
District Superintendent Mark Rendell said, “Our 
district will always prioritize the law, the trust of 
our families, and the rights of parents.” Anthony 
Cohen sniped, “Over the dignity, trust, and human-
ity of students.”

Of course, Saskatchewan is struggling with 
the same issue. A teacher cannot call a student by 
their desired name without parental consent for stu-
dents under 16, due to Bill 137, the Parents’ Bill of 
Rights. For students aged 16 and over, parental con-
sent is not required. It sure puts all sides – teacher, 
parents, and especially the kid—in a tough spot.

 Phil Knight, the co-founder of Nike, and his 
wife, Penny, have pledged $2 billion for Dr. Brian 
Druker’s research vision for cancer care. Knight 
likes the idea of cancer research, diagnosis, treat-
ment, care, and, eventually, eradication. The funds 
go to the Oregon Health & Science University’s 
Knight Cancer Institute as the largest single dona-
tion to a US university. This is very welcome when 
Trump has declared war on the funding of educa-
tion and research. Doubling the size of the cancer 
center will allow it to conduct more research, in-
cluding clinical trials, and treat more patients.

Mike Straw called this one ‘Working Hard at 
Hardly Working.’ Shui Zhou, 30, had a business 
fail last year. Now, he’s back in the office, join-
ing five colleagues every day. Zhou goes into the 
office between 8:00 and 9:00 a.m., and often stays 
until 11:00 p.m. “I feel very happy,” he said. “It’s 
like we’re working together as a group.” It’s only 
“like” working together because Zhou pays 30 yuan 
(US$4.20) a day to go to a fake office at Pretend To 
Work Company in Dongguan, China. Spaces like 
this have cropped up all over that country as youth 
unemployment continues to stay above 14 percent. 

“Once a street was named after Chuck Norris,” I 
read on Facebook. “It had to be changed because no 
one ever crossed Chuck Norris and lived.”

This is True called this one, ‘Frigid’. “Here are 
the cold hard facts,” said the Seattle Police Dept. A 
Trader Joe’s store asked for help with a customer 
causing a disturbance: the man had “humped” a 
refrigerator, and now was “attempting to do the 
same to a customer.” That quickly escalated to him 
using racial slurs, then threatening to kill store se-
curity guards with a knife, then threatening to kill 
everyone in the store. A 33-year-old registered sex 
offender was arrested for felony harassment. Randy 
Cassingham noted, “Any romance involving a de-
frost cycle was bound to fail.”

Argus Hamilton: “Cars now have too many gad-
gets for this Baby Boomer. I was backing up my car 
today and it started playing a video of someone get-
ting run over by a car.” 

Keep reading; it’s safer than driving!

Gene Hauta 

It’s a Strange World
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By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

Be sure to fuel up your vehicle at your local Co-op 
as Good Fuel Day takes place next week on Sept. 16.

Local community groups in your area will be bene-
fiting from you fueling up at a Co-op Fuel Bar during 
Good Fuel Day as locations will donate a minimum 
of five cents per litre of fuel purchased to a local reg-
istered charity or non-profit organization. All grades 
of gasoline and diesel fuel are eligible.

Last year, Co-op members and customers across 
Western Canada raised more than $700,000 for 200 
local organizations and causes – the largest amount 
raised in a single Fuel Good Day so far!

Since its launch in 2017, Fuel Good Day has raised 
a total of more than $4.9 million dollars, thanks to the 
support of the members and customers.

Those funds have supported hundreds of organiza-
tions across Western Canada, including food banks, 
firefighter associations, healthcare organizations, 
community centres, animal shelters, schools, sports 
clubs and so many more. They’re excited to keep that 
support going in 2025.

Prairie Co-op
At Prairie Co-op fuel bar locations, 10 cents per 

litre will be donated to the Grayson School Commu-
nity Council and the Cupar Pool and Playground 
Project.

The Grayson School Community is working hard 
towards raising $170,000 for the creation of a new 
playground at the school. 

According to Prairie Co-op the proceeds from Fuel 
Good Day will directly contribute to their fundrais-
ing efforts to build a new playground, which will 

provide a safe and vibrant space for children to play, 
grow, and develop essential skills.

Funds from Prairie Co-op’s Good Fuel Day cam-
paign are also going towards the Waterslide Project 
at the Cupar Pool. 

The Cupar Playground & Pool Project is a volun-
teer-run community group that was founded in 2013, 
with the goal of improving outdoor recreation. Past 
projects of the group include the new playground, 
which was completed in 2015, pool doors/windows 
and liner/decking upgrades in 2016, and the gazebo 
gathering space in 2024.

Borderland Co-op
This year Borderland will be donating 10 cents 

from every litre sold at our C-Store/Gas bar locations 
plus $1 from every coffee or big cool slush sold.

Organizations benefitting from Good Fuel Day 
in the Borderland Co-op region include Moosomin 
Minor Ball, Rocanville Aquatic Centre, Maryfield 
SCC, Whitewood KidSport, Broadview Daycare, 
Grenfell Child Care Centre and Kipling Minor Ball.

From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at each C-Store/Gas Bar and 
Maryfield Cardlock location each organization will 
be holding a BBQ.

Sherwood Co-op
For every litre of fuel sold on Sept. 16, Sherwood 

Co-op and Co-op Refinery Complex will together do-
nate 20¢ to the Cancer Foundation of Saskatchewan.

All money donated to the Cancer Foundation of
Saskatchewan will stay in Regina and be dedicated 
to the Allan Blair Cancer Centre.

Those fueling up can visit any Sherwood Co-op 
Gas Bar in Regina, Emerald Park, Indian Head, 
Montmartre, Southey, or Dysart.

Co-op’s Good Fuel Day is Sept. 16
Local groups to benefit with every purchase of fuel

Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Community members are in-
vited to come together on Tues-
day, September 30, at 1:30 p.m. for 
a special event in honour of Truth 
and Reconciliation. The gathering 
will show support for survivors 
of residential schools, pay tribute 
to missing and murdered Indige-
nous people, and bring residents 
together in a spirit of unity.

The day will begin at the Broad-
view Centennial Lodge, where a 
tipi will be set up and local speak-
ers will share what truth and 
reconciliation means to them. At-
tendees will also have the oppor-
tunity to participate in traditional 
Indigenous games.

From there, participants will 
walk down Front Street to the Co-op 
gas station parking lot, standing in 
solidarity as traffic passes on the 

Trans-Canada Highway. Organiz-
ers say the honks and waves from 
travellers are a powerful display of 
encouragement and commitment 
to reconciliation.

Community members are en-
couraged to wear orange to mark 
the day, though organizers stress
that participation itself is the most 
important gesture. Following the 
walk, everyone is invited back to 
the Centennial Lodge to share sto-
ries and enjoy fresh bannock, pre-
pared by residents and community 
members with ingredients donated 
by the local Co-op.

Event organizer Gord Fox said 
volunteers are still welcome to help 
with the day’s activities. Those in-
terested can call him at 306-696-5507 
for more information.

September 30

Broadview to host Truth and Reconciliation gathering
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LANDFILL

• Dec. 1 to March 31 •
Monday to Friday 9:00 to 4:30

Saturday and Sunday Closed
Closed Statutory Holidays

• April 1 to Nov. 30 •
Monday to Saturday

8:00 to 4:30
Sunday Closed

Closed Statutory Holidays
ACCEPTING: Used oil, filters and containers; 

Used Antifreeze; Batteries; Select household 
chemicals; Grain Bags & Twine; Concrete; 

Asphalt.
Info: northvalleywaste.ca

Payment Options:

2025 PROPERTY TAX NOTICE

Email: general@townofwhitewood.ca
Web Site: www.townofwhitewood.ca

306-735-2210
731 - Lalonde St.

P.O. Box 129
Whitewood, Sask.

S0G 5C0

Friday, Sept 12 - 5 to 9 p.m., Legion Chase the Ace
Saturday, Sept. 13th - Whitewood Legion Golf Tournament
Saturday, Sept 13 - 2 games of Ringette - 12:45 p.m. & 3:30 p.m. 
 U16AA Ringette Saskatoon vs Eastman
Tuesday, Sept 16 - Borderland Co-op Fuel Day – BBQ 11a.m.
 to 1 p.m. – Whitewood Kidsport
Friday, Oct. 17 - at 6 p.m. – Banger Bingo – Tickets at Whitewood 
 Health Centre & Mon Sherry
Saturday, October 4 - NHL Hat Auction – contact Minor Hockey,
  Figure Skating, or Curling Club rep for tickets
 and information
Sunday, October 5 - 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Whitewood Minor
 Hockey Bottle Drive

Trade Show – Whitewood Community Centre

Recycling
Garbage

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

GARBAGE / RECYCLING

TOWN OFFICE INFORMATION

WATER METER READS

UPCOMING EVENTS

RESIDENTIAL LOTS FOR SALE

VOYENT ALERT

PAYMENTS ACCEPTED

FALL REGISTRATION
IS UNDERWAY!

PETS

ARENA KITCHEN HIRES

By Ryan Kiedrowski
Grasslands News 

Depending on who you 
listen to, the provincial 
economy and job market 
are either booming or 
busted. While the Sask 
Party sees the cup half-full 
- claiming StatsCan data 
proves consistent growth 
– the opposition NDP in-
terpret those numbers as 
actually veering the other 
direction.

In a press conference 
last Friday morning, the 
NDP’s Shadow Minister 
for Energy and Resources 
Sally Housser accused 
the government of mis-
managing the province’s 
finances, pointing to a dis-
crepancy in projected oil 
prices stemming from the 
spring budget.

“The Sask Party put the 
price of oil for 2025/26 at 
$71 a barrel, but today, WTI 
(West Texas Intermediate) 
is only $61 - $10 less,” she 
said. “The government’s 
projection is so off of TD 
Bank, or Scotiabank’s lat-
est forecast of $65 for this 
fiscal quarter, and Scotia-
bank predicts that prices 
will fall further in 2026 to 
$60 per barrel. For every 
one dollar the Sask Party 
missed on its oil projec-
tion, the province loses $18 
million on an annualized 
basis.”

While admittedly oil 
prices do experience reg-
ular peaks and valleys, 
Housser cautioned against 
budgeting at their highest 
levels.

“If you’re in your own 
household budget, you 
know what you make, you 
know what you spend, and 
you just decide that ‘you 
know what? Maybe I’ll get 
an extra $1000 or $2,000 a 
month here.’ That simply 
doesn’t happen,” she said. 
“That’s not how people 
run their own household 
budgets, that’s not how the 
province should be run.”

Housser noted how the 
original budget was lauded 
to net a $12 million surplus 
but has now shifted to an 
anticipated $349 million 
deficit.

“We need a budget that 
isn’t based in rainbows and 
fairy dust here,” Housser 
said. “These guys keep 

gambling with Saskatch-
ewan’s future and losing 
badly.”

As for jobs across the
province, Housser offered 
how the NDP sees the lat-
est StatsCan figures.

“The reality is that we
lost in this province 2,400 
jobs last month,” she said. 
“That’s 2,400 households 
that aren’t getting a pay-
cheque, 2,400 households 
that are worried about
buying groceries, and this 
government will continue 
to go out and say that 
black is white, up is down, 
and demand over-and-
over again that the people 
of Saskatchewan think 
that two plus two equals 
five. But people simply 
aren’t buying it anymore. 
They’re not buying it be-
cause they feel it in their 
wallets. They see it in
their health care. They 
see it in their education. 
They see it in their public 
safety, and after 18 years, 
they’ve had enough.”

Some of those job losses 
may be due to the un-
known situation with tar-
iffs from the United States, 
and especially those im-
posed by China on Cana-
dian canola products.

“If you’re uncertain
what the next tweet may 
bring, if you need to keep 
afloat and you’re not sure 
you know what the books 
actually look like in your 
own province, then - un-
like the government - you 
tend to err on the side of
caution,” Housser said. “A 
lot of this is really being 
felt in the cities, but it’s 
more severe in the rural 
parts of the province. You 
have the tariff issues. So 
much of the province de-
pends - and particularly 
the rural areas - depends
on trade and trade with 
the United States. We’ve 
the one-two punch of the 
issue with the States, 
but then also with China 
and canola and, and then 
drought as well, right? 
It’s a real challenge right 
now, and I don’t know that 
folks in rural parts of the 
province are seeing the 
things that they’re feeling 
reflected in their govern-
ment here in Regina.”

Conversely, the Sask
Party says the StasCan 
numbers only prove that 
Saskatchewan is experi-
encing continued growth 
with 16,500 full-time jobs
created year-over-year in 
August. Further, the prov-
ince is enjoying the low-
est unemployment rate 
among the provinces at 4.7 
per cent, which is under 
the 7.1 per cent average.

“Once again, with re-
cord job numbers and low 
unemployment, we have 
proven why we are the 
best place to live, work 

and raise a family in Can-
ada,” Deputy Premier and 
Immigration and Career 
Training Minister Jim 
Reiter said. “Our govern-
ment is committed to en-
suring that this growth 
continues, and we have 
the labour force to support 
our strong economy.”

According to a news re-
lease from the Sask Party 
last week, full-time em-
ployment in the province 
reached a record high of
534,300 in August. Com-
pared to numbers from 
last year at the same time, 
that’s a 3.2 per cent in-
crease – or 16,500 jobs. Em-
ployment for women is up 
significantly with a 4.4 per 
cent increase (12,300 jobs), 
and men have also noted a 
1.2 per cent (1,900 jobs) in-
crease.

Sask Party, NDP at odds 
over Sask. job numbers

Difference of opinions

with reporters in the Saskatchewan Legislative Building in Regina on Sept. 5,

-

ment in Saskatchewan. 

Have information?

LEAVE A TIP!
1-800-222-TIPS

saskcrimestoppers.com
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Town of

KiplingKipling
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est. 1909

CONTACT US:  

Email: info@townofkipling.ca

Closed over lunch.

www.townofkipling.ca

New continuing care program in Broadview
By Elaine Ashfield

Grasslands News 

Southeast College, 
in partnership with the 
Saskatchewan Health 
Authority (SHA), is 
bringing a part-time 
Continuing Care Assis-
tant (CCA) program to 
Broadview this fall.

The program will com-
bine classroom learning 
with hands-on clinical 
experience, helping stu-
dents gain the knowl-
edge and skills needed 

to provide quality care 
in a variety of settings. 
Students will learn to ad-
dress individual psycho-
social needs, administer 
personal care, support
dementia patients, and 
work with individuals 
from different cultural 
backgrounds and with 
physical or cognitive im-
pairments.

Classes will take place
at the Broadview Hospi-
tal boardroom, located at 
901 Nina Street. Courses 
begin Sept. 23, and will

be held on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Because 
space is limited, appli-
cants are encouraged to 
enroll at least one week
prior to the start date.

“This program is a 
great way for people 
in Broadview and sur-
rounding areas to train 
close to home while pre-
paring for a rewarding 
career in health care,”
said Jenn Hawton, Pro-
gram Coordinator. 

“Students will build
both their skills and 

confidence while gain-
ing experience in home 
care, long-term care, and 
acute care settings.”

Under the guidance of 
instructors and mentors,
students will work di-
rectly with clients, gain-
ing valuable insight into 
different care environ-
ments and philosophies.

For more informa-
tion or to register, con-
tact Southeast College 
at (306) 848-2525 or visit
www.southeastcollege.
org

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

A new report obtained through a freedom of infor-
mation request shows that schools across Saskatche-
wan are deteriorating at alarming rates, with Prairie 
Valley, Good Spirit, and Christ the Teacher divisions 
facing particularly serious challenges. The findings, 
prepared by the provincial capital planning branch, 
detail widespread neglect that the Saskatchewan NDP 
says is the direct result of 18 years of Sask. Party gov-
ernment failure.

The report revealed that 13 schools in the province 
are considered in “critical” condition and another 132 
in “poor” condition, meaning the costs of necessary re-
pairs represent a major portion of replacement value. 
While no school should ever reach this state, dozens 
across Prairie Valley, Good Spirit, and Christ the 
Teacher are documented as needing urgent attention.

While the report points out the need for repairs 
in most schools, capital planning assessments of the 
schools were done between 2020 to 2024, meaning some 
schools will have seen updates since they were last as-
sessed. But the report shows an overlying issue with 
maintaining schools across the province.

Prairie Valley School Division
In Prairie Valley School Division (PVSD), which has 

37 schools across dozens of communities, only four are 
listed as “Good” while 11 are considered in “Fair” con-
dition and another 19 listed as “Poor.” One school is 

listed in “Critical” condition. PVSD schools were the 
most earliest assessed schools in the report, with as-
sessments done back in the summer of 2020.   

Good – Balgonie Elementary, Ecole Lumsden Ele-
mentary, Emerald Ridge Elementary in White City, 
Kipling Composite and Pilot Butte Elementary.

Fair – Balcarres, Broadview, Dr. Isman Elementary 
in Wolseley, Edenwold Elementary, Greenall High 
School in Balgonie, Indian Head High School, Lipton, 
Lumsden High School, McLean Elementary, North 
Valley Composite High School in Lemberg, and South 
Shore Elementary in Regina Beach.

Poor – Bert Fox High School in Fort Qu’Appelle, 
Clive Draycott Elementary in Bethune, Cupar, Ecole 
White City Elementary, Fort Qu’Appelle Elementary, 
Grenfell Elementary, Grenfell High School, James 
Hamblin Elementary in Qu’Appelle, Kelliher, Kennedy 
Langbank Elementary, Milestone, Montmartre, North 
Valley Elementary in Neudorf, Pense Elementary, Rob-
ert Southey Composite, Vibank, Whitewood, and Wol-
selsey High School.  

Critical – Southey Elementary

Good Spirit School Division
Good Spirit School Division, which covers Yorkton, 

Melville, Canora, Esterhazy and surrounding areas, is 
also heavily impacted. With 24 facilities in the division, 
half are considered to be in “Poor” condition with an-
other 9 in “Fair” condition and three in “Good” con-
dition. GSSD schools were assessed in the summer of 
2022.

Good – Langenburg, Norquay and Yorkton Regional 

High School.
Fair – Davison School in Melville, Dr. Brass School

in Yorkton, Esterhazy Central High School, , Invermay,
Kamsack, M.C. Knoll in Yorkton, Melville Comprehen-
sive, P.J. Gillen in Esterhazy, and Saltcolts.

Poor – Canora Composite, Canora Elementary, 
Churchbridge, Columbia School in Yorkton, Grayson,
MacDonald School in Stockholm, Miller School in Mel-
ville, Preeceville, Springside, Sturgis, Victoria School 
in Kamsack, and Yorkdale Central in Yorkton.

Christ the Teacher Catholic School Division
In Christ the Teacher Catholic School Division,

which operates schools in Melville, Yorkton and The-
odore, six of the eight schools listed were considered
to be in “Fair” or “Poor” condition with the other two 
deemed “Good.” Schools in the division had their last
assessment done in the summer of 2022.

Good – Sacred Heart High School and St. Alphonsus 
School in Yorkton.

Fair – Ecole St. Henry’s Elementary in Melville, St.
Henry’s Senior School in Melville, and St. Michael’s in
Yorkton.

Poor – St. Mary’s School in Yorkton, St. Paul’s in 
Yorkton and St. Theodore in Theodore.

Saskatchewan NDP Education Shadow Minister
Matt Love said the findings confirm what parents, stu-
dents and teachers have been saying for years.

“We have a Sask. Party government that has failed 
to maintain our existing schools and build critically
needed new schools for 18 years and counting,” Love
said. “Students are left in neglected buildings, learning 
in conditions that fall far short of what they deserve.”

NDP Immigration Critic Noor Burki added that de-
teriorating schools send the wrong message to families 
considering making Saskatchewan their home.

“People will not want to stay in a province that
doesn’t invest in schools,” Burki said. “We cannot ex-
pect to grow and thrive if we don’t take care of the very
places where our children are supposed to learn and
succeed.”

The NDP is calling for immediate investment in 
school infrastructure, including both repairs and con-
struction of new facilities, and warns that continued
inaction will only further erode opportunities for stu-
dents in every corner of the province.

Report shows schools in Saskatchewan crumbling

Royal Canadian Legion

General Meeting 2nd Thursday at 2 p.m.
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BORDERLAND

BBQ’S HELD AT EACH C-STORE/GAS BAR 
& MARYFIELD CARDLOCK LOCATION 

FROM 11 AM - 1 PM

BORDERLAND CO-OP IS 
DONATING 10¢ 

FOR EVERY LITRE SOLD 
PLUS $1 FROM EVERY COFFEE 

OR BIG COOL SLUSH SOLD!

MOOSOMIN Minor Ball
ROCANVILLE Aquatic Centre
MARYFIELD SCC
WHITEWOOD KidSport

BROADVIEW Daycare
GRENFELL Child Care Centre
KIPLING Minor Ball

2025 FUEL GOOD DAY ORGANIZATIONS

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The long-discussed 
plan for a new fire hall 
in Whitewood has taken 
a significant step for-
ward. It was confirmed at 
this week’s town council 
meeting that the White-
wood Fire Board, which 
includes representatives 
from the Town of White-
wood and the RMs of Sil-
verwood and Willowdale, 
has approved funding of 
up to $187,000 for the de-
velopment of land that will 
house the future hall.

The site, located along 
South Avenue next to the 
new recreation park that is 
currently under construc-
tion, will be prepared this 
fall by Springer Construc-
tion. The project will see 
the fire hall pad installed, 
creating the foundation 
for what will eventually 
become the new home of 
Whitewood Fire & Rescue.

The overall cost of 
$187,000 will be split 
equally between the Fire 
Board partners and the 
Whitewood Fire Depart-
ment itself. Springer 
Construction, which is 
already mobilized at the 
nearby recreation park 
site, provided the quote 
for the work, which in-
cludes proper ditch and 
slope grading, removal 
of several trees to make 
room for the hall pad, and 
the placement of about 
two metres of fill to reach 
the required elevation for 
building.

Board members say 
the timing of this project 
is critical. Since Springer 
Construction has already 
established a burrow pit 
for clay on the same quar-
ter section of land, the ma-
terial needed for the fire 
hall pad can be supplied 
at a fraction of the cost. 
“If we waited until later, 
we would have to truck 
in clay from elsewhere, 
and that could make the 
project four to five times 
more expensive,” said 
Whitewood mayor Chris 
Ashfield. “Doing it now, 
while the equipment is 
here and the material is 
readily available, is by far 
the most cost-effective op-
tion.”

The existing White-
wood fire hall is approx-
imately 4,000 square feet 
in size and has only four 
bays for the department’s 
fleet of six vehicles. As a 
result, two vehicles used 
by the fire department for 
firefighting are forced to 
sit outside year-round, in-
cluding during the winter 
months, leaving them ex-
posed to the elements. To 
make matters more chal-
lenging, the department 
also relies on a seacan for 
storage of essential gear 
and equipment due to lim-
ited space inside the cur-
rent hall.

“With our department 
growing and the demands 
on our volunteers increas-
ing, a new fire hall isn’t 
just a wish—it’s a neces-
sity,” said Whitewood Fire 
Chief Bernard Brûlé. “The 

space we have now is far 
too small for our fleet and 
the equipment we need to 
serve the community. The 
new hall will give us the 
room and resources we 
need to do our job safely 
and effectively.”

Plans for the proposed 
new fire hall envision a 
facility of 10,000 to 12,000 
square feet with six to 
eight bays, dedicated 
training facilities, and 
enough storage to keep all 
the department’s vehicles 
and equipment under one 

roof. Fundraising is al-
ready underway, with the 
department working to 
build community support 
and secure donations to-
ward the project.

Mayor Ashfield said the 
board’s decision reflects 
the community’s commit-
ment to both public safety 
and financial responsibil-
ity. “This is a smart in-
vestment,” Ashfield said. 
“By taking advantage of 

the work already happen-
ing on the recreation park 
site, we’re saving taxpay-
ers a substantial amount 
of money while also pre-
paring for an important 
infrastructure project that 
our community will need 
in the coming years.”

While no timeline has 
yet been set for the full 
construction of the fire 
hall and final plans are 
still being finalized, com-

pleting the land prepa-
ration now puts the 
community in a strong
position to move forward
when building funds are
secured. For now, the
groundwork being laid 
on South Avenue signals
a clear step toward a new 
era for Whitewood Fire & 
Rescue—one that balances 
smart financial planning 
with the urgent needs of 
public safety.

Whitewood Fire Board approves fire hall land development
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METAL ROOFING & SIDING
1-306-731-2066 www.versaframe.ca

CUSTOM TRIM & FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES

ARM RIVER METALS

www.cumberlandvillas.com
• Windshield Replacement & Chip Repair

• Mobile service available

• ADAS Calibrations Available

Whitewood Sk | 306 853-7935

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Grenfell town council held a regular 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 4 with all 
members present.

Pool Maintenance
Public Works Superintendent Jeff 

Martinuk met with council to discuss var-
ious infrastructure projects and ongoing 
maintenance work. He spoke particularly 
about the outdoor swimming pool at Gren-
fell Recreational Park.

The pool closed for the season at the 
end of August. Public Works staff drained 
the pool and Western Rec conducted an 
inspection of the facility. The inspection 
confirmed that the pool liner is nearing 
the end of its lifespan. Superintendent 
Martinuk informed council that all 12 
skimmers have cracks which should be re-
paired. He also expressed concerns about 
the condition of the pool’s main drains. 
Six filters for the pool have been cleaned 

this fall, but Martinuk noted these will 
need replacing soon, as will the tarp to 
cover the pool. Council will consider the 
superintendent’s report as they determine 
future plans for the pool facility.

Staff Training
CAO DeAnne Roblee informed coun-

cil that arrangements are being made for 
town staff to participate in a workshop re-
lating to conflict resolution. The session 
is provided to municipalities at no cost
through the Ombudsman Saskatchewan 
office. The training will be scheduled for 
this fall, and councillors were invited to 
participate.

Sewer Credit
Council reviewed an application for 

a sewer clearing credit submitted by a 
resident on Alice Street. The application 
included the mandatory images and con-
firmation that tree roots from town prop-
erty caused an obstruction of the sewer 
line, so council approved the credit to the 
property owner’s utility account.

Pool issues found during shutdown

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Schools in Broadview, 
Whitewood, Wolseley and 
Indian Head started the 
year with new leaders in 
their administrative of-
fices.

Whitewood School
Jenna Sparvier has 

taken over the position of 
principal at Whitewood 
School this year following 
the retirement of former 
principal Connie Maier.

Sparvier brings with 
her 17 years of experience 
in education, including 
the past two years as prin-
cipal at Kennedy Lang-
bank School. She said she 
is excited and grateful for 
the opportunity to serve 

in the community her 
family and her call home. 

“Whitewood is espe-
cially meaningful to me, 
as it is the school I at-
tended from kindergar-
ten through grade 12 and 
where I spent 12 years 
teaching in the classroom 
before stepping into lead-
ership,” said Sparvier.

As the new principal, 
Sparvier said she is pas-
sionate about building 
a school environment 
where students are sup-
ported in every way—
through strong academics, 
athletics, and extracurric-
ular opportunities. 

“I believe in challeng-
ing students to reach their 
full potential while ensur-
ing they always feel cared 
for and connected,” said 

said. “I look forward to re-
connecting with families, 
cheering on our students, 
and working together to 
make this a wonderful 
year.”

Broadview School
Tenille Flick has as-

sumed the role of princi-
pal at Broadview School 
while Kayla Vargo has 
transferred from Broad-
view to the position of 
principal at Kipling 
School.

Flick is entering her 
17th year in the educa-
tion sector. She has ex-
perience as a classroom 
teacher and Student Sup-
port Teacher. Last year 
she was Vice Principal at 
Whitewood School. 

She particularly enjoys 

“building relationships 
and making connections 
with all the students.” 
This motivated her to pur-
sue a role as principal.

“I became a principal 
because I want to make 
a difference for all stu-
dents, not just one class. 
I believe every child can 
succeed when our school 
is a safe, welcoming, and 
inspiring place,” Flick 
explained. “I also want 
to support teachers by 
giving them the tools, en-
couragement, and culture 
they need to thrive. When 
teachers feel supported, 
students benefit.”

Wolseley High School
The new principal at 

Wolseley High School, 
Mariah Perkins, says her 
childhood experiences 
motivated her to choose a 
career in education.

“I wanted to become 
a teacher because I was 
passionate about making 
a difference and helping 
others. I also had some in-
credibly inspiring teach-
ers when I was growing 
up,” Perkins told Grass-
lands News.

Now she carries that
inspiration to the next 
generation. “I love inter-
acting with students,” Per-
kins added. “Getting to see 
their ‘aha’ moments, cele-
brate their successes and 
be their cheerleader when 
things get hard makes this 
job worthwhile.”

Prior to the new role
as principal, Perkins was 
employed as a Student 
Services and Middle Years 
teacher at Wolseley High 
School. She also taught 
at schools in Whitewood, 
Kipling, Broadview and 
Regina.

Indian Head High School
An Open House at In-

dian Head High School on 
Sept. 3 offered parents the
chance to meet their stu-
dents’ teachers, as well as 
the new principal. Kendyll 
Herauf began her teaching 
career in 2013 within South 
East Cornerstone School 
Division. She also worked 
at Notre Dame as a teacher 
and a coach for AAA 
hockey. Since transferring 
to Prairie Valley School 
Division, Herauf taught at 
Wolseley High School and 
Ecole White City School. 
For the past two years she 
was the principal at Lipton 
School. 

Herauf is enthusiastic 
about the year ahead and 
eager to become better 
acquainted with staff and 
students at Indian Head 
High School.

“I love getting to see stu-
dents grow and succeed. 
We get to be such active 
parts in making students 
be the best possible ver-
sions of themselves and I 
find that so rewarding,”
Herauf said. “I am really 
passionate about sup-
porting students, teach-
ers, families and whole 
communities! I believe 
in teamwork, collabora-
tion, and inspiring others, 

something I get to do every 
day!”

Dr. Isman Elementary
Brenda Stringer is the 

new principal at Dr. Isman 
Elementary School in Wol-
seley. She replaces Connie
Baumgartner who is now
principal at Montmartre
School.

Stringer has extensive 
experience teaching Kin-
dergarten through Grade
6. She has “always loved
working with children” 
and enjoys “the oppor-
tunity to interact with
students, both in their
learning and in the many 
activities that happen be-
yond the classroom.”

She is well known to 
Wolseley families, having 
taught at the elementary 
school for 21 years. She
also taught four years in
Grenfell.

Stringer is looking for-
ward to the year ahead.

“As a new principal, 
I’m excited to continue the 
strong traditions of our 
school while also explor-
ing new opportunities to 
support student success,”
she said. “Most of all, I look 
forward to being part of
the everyday moments of 
learning, growth, and com-
munity that make school 
life so meaningful.”

Jenna Sparvier Tenille Flick Mariah Perkins Kendyll Herauf Brenda Stringer

Five local area schools welcome new principals



By Darcy Gross
Grasslands News 

The Melville Million-
aires have been outplay-
ing their opposition in 
the preseason, however, it 
hasn’t always translated 
to victories.

The Millionaires now 
have a two-win and one 
shootout loss record 
after their rookie opener 
against the Humboldt 
Broncos and two exhi-
bition contests with the 
Weyburn Red Wings.

Preseason - Weyburn Red 
Wings 5 at

Melville Millionaires 4 
(Shootout, Sept. 6)

The Millionaires held 
the territorial advantage 
in this match-up, scor-
ing the game’s first three 
goals and holding a 4-2 
lead until the midway 
point of the final frame, 
but ultimately, couldn’t 
get the job done.

It was a back-and-forth 
affair, but the Million-
aires had a decided edge 
in shots on goal, testing 
the Red Wings’ netmind-
ers 45 times while the 
Wings had 26 shots on the 
Millionaires’ goalies.

Melville starter Con-
nor Doyle turned aside 
16 of the 17 shots he faced 
over the first two periods, 
while Kael Svenson made 
six saves on nine shots in 
taking the loss.

Rylan Oatmen led the 
Millionaires with a goal 
and two helpers, with 
Preston Baerwald scoring 
and setting up another.

Alex Morrison and 
Zach Anderson each 
chipped in with a single 
tally with Brendan Olson, 
Parker Salisbury, Edward 
Knittig and Leo Jewitt 

each collecting an assist.
The Millionaires led 1-0 

after the first period and 
held a 3-1 advantage after 
40 minutes.

The Red Wings got the 
gate for five of nine minor 
penalties as well as a 
major and a misconduct.

Preseason - Melville 
Millionaires 6 at

Weyburn Red Wings 2 
(Sept. 5)

One again, the Mils 
dominated the shots on 
goal column, but trailed 
until early in the final 
frame, when they ex-
ploded for five straight, 
unanswered goals.

The game was knot-
ted 1-1 after the opening 
stanza with neither team 
able to dent the twine in 
the second period.

Defenceman Sam 
LaPlante led the way for 

Melville, sniping a pair 
of goals with Oatman and 
Morrison each potting a 
single and adding an as-
sist.

Yibin Yoo and Leo 
Jewitt each added a sin-
gle marker with Brodie 
Hicks, Louis Nadeau, 
Jackson Lee, Grady Car-
michael, Carter Wingert 
and Wesley Olson and 
Knittig each garnering a 
single assist.

Svenson got the start in 
net for the Mils, making 
15 saves while allowing 
one goal in the first two 
frames.

Doyle was tapped for 
the third period and he 
wasn’t too busy, making 
three saves on only four 
shots on goal.

The Red Wings were 
whistled for three of the 
game’s four minor penal-
ties.

The Millionaires are 
back on home ice on Sept. 

12, when the Yorkton 
Terriers will visit the CN 
Community Centre for 
a game with the Million-
aires, with the two squads 
hooking up again on the 
13th in Yorkton.

Both games get under-
way at 7 p.m.

SJHL Notebook
By GNG Staff

Talen Lewis, come on 
down. You’re the first 
contestant of the season 
on ‘The Saskatchewan Ju-
nior Hockey League Sus-
pension is Right’.

The league announced 
Sunday it had suspended 
the 19-year-old Weyburn 
Red Wings forward for 
one game after Lewis re-
ceived a major penalty 
for checking to the head 
in the third period of Sat-
urday’s 5-4 shootout win 
over the Melville Million-
aires.

The 19-year-old forward 

was penalized with 8:15 to 
play and the Mils leading 
the preseason tilt 4-3. Wey-
burn not only shut down 
the Melville power play 
but proceeded to tie the 
game with a shorthanded 
goal in the final minute 
of the man advantage as 
well.

Weyburn acquired 
Lewis, who also scored 
the Wings’ second goal of 
the game, in June from 
the Neepawa Giants of the 
Manitoba Junior Hockey 
League.

Freigang departs Hounds
Dylan (D.J.) Freigang 

is heading home.
The 2005-born forward 

has committed to Utah 
State University for the 
2025-26 American Colle-
giate Hockey Association 
season.

In committing to the 
Division II club, Freigang 
will play the season in 

Logan, about an hour’s 
drive north from his
hometown of Ogden.

Freigang played 80
games over four sea-
sons for the Notre Dame 
Hounds posting 24 points
for the club now known as 
the Warman Wolverines.

His commitment to
Utah State was announced
Sept. 2.

Bear Necessities
The Estevan Bruins 

have bolstered their for-
ward ranks with the sign-
ing of 2005-born forward
Colton Getzlaff.

Estevan acquired Get-
zlaff from the Battlefords 
North Stars in July, de-
spite the player’s original 
intentions to play this
season in Alaska with the 
Kenai River Brown Bears 
of the North American 
Hockey League and an-
nounced his signing Sat-
urday.

“For us it was obvi-
ously an educated risk,”
Bruins’ head coach and 
general manager Drew 
Kocur said in a team news 
release.

The six-foot, 190-pound 
left winger scored 20 goals 
and added 16 assists in 56
games for the North Stars 
as an SJHL sophomore
last season.

Bunge Holds
The recent merger of

grain industry giants 
Bunge Global SA and Vit-
erra Limited has resulted 
in a change of name for
the SJHL’s south division.

Known as the Viterra
Division for the past 13
seasons, the home of the 
Melville Millionaires, 
Yorkton Terriers, Wey-
burn Red Wings and 
Estevan Bruins will be 
known in 2025-26 as the 
Bunge Division.
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Congestion in the crease

Saturday, Sept. 6. The Wings were the better squad on this night, winning 5-4 in a shootout.

Millionaires split preseason games with Wings
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A new NFL season kicked off last week, and 
there were more than a few interesting games on 
the schedule.

I remember when the CFL was the only game in 
Canada, and people used to actually argue about 
which game of football was better, the American or 
Canadian version.

“All they do is run the ball,” was the usual knock 
on the NFL, where teams have four downs to make 
10 yards, while NFL fans would call the CFL the 
“two downs and punt” league.

Both leagues now feature some teams with high 
powered offences.

Many fans of the Buffalo Bills were in their cars 
or already at home when the game between them 
and the Baltimore Ravens had drawn to a frenzied 
close on Sunday.

This contest was wild, to say the least.
In fact, the Ravens became the first team since 

2017 to lose a game after holding a 15 point lead with 
four minutes left.

Josh Allen was his usual MVP-like self for the 
Bills, putting up 394 yards through the air as well as 
a couple of rushing touchdowns.

It might be coincidence, but having what may be 
the top two AFC teams getting together in week 1 
was pretty darn fantastic for football fans.

The big turning point in the game was when Ra-
vens’ offensive juggernaut Derrick Henry fumbled 
and a Bills’ touchdown brought them to within two 
points.

The Ravens couldn’t get anything going in their 
next series after the kickoff, going three and out, 
and the Bills scored a field goal to win it, after many 
Buffalo fans had already exited the stadium.

There’s a good chance we see these two teams in 
the AFC championship later, if neither team gets 
decimated by injuries, so why would people just 
leave?

Did they think the Sabres were playing?
The Dallas Cowboys, fresh off trading their best 

defensive player Micah Parsons, were trying to start 
off on the right foot against the defending Super 
Bowl champions, the Philadelphia Eagles, but a lot 
of first half promise fizzled out in the second.

Eagles’ quarterback, Jalen Hurts, looked a lot 
like a championship winning pivot when he was 
running the ball, as he scored a pair of touchdowns.

Either the Cowboys defence was really good, 
even without Parsons, or the Eagles couldn’t get 
anything going from their outside receivers, as they 
struggled to get open all night long.

It likely would have gone better for the Cowboys 
if their best offensive player, wide receiver Ceedee 
Lamb, would have better hands.

One of his drops could have been the difference 
in a game that was there for the taking.

As it turned out, Dallas running back Miles Sand-
ers’ fumble on the Eagles’ nine-yard line took away 
any hope the Cowboys might have had of winning.

After Sanders’ fumble, the Cowboys’ offence 
couldn’t get into Philly territory, and it was ball-
game Eagles.

Aaron Rodgers made his Pittsburgh Steelers 
debut and while it was one for the record books, the 
performance – or lack thereof – of the Steelers de-
fence, made Justin Fields and the Jets’ offence look 
like a hot knife driving through butter.

The Steelers, even with all their new defensive 
personnel, couldn’t stop the run and only won this 
game due to Rodgers’ heroics and a 60-yard Chris 
Boswell field goal.

Of course, last season, the two quarterbacks were 
on the opposite teams, so there was a bit of a built in 
rivalry for this one.

At the end of the day, Rodgers threw for four 
touchdowns without a pick, and had the best debut 
of all time in earning his first win with the Steelers.

With Mike Tomlin at the helm, it shouldn’t take 
the Steelers too long to figure out that you’re not 
going to win too many games if you give up 184 
yards on the ground.

It was an exciting week in football.
Heck, the Riders even won the Banjo Bowl!
Now if they can just figure out how to beat the 

Stamps, they’ll be fine.

Sports column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct

New Home Mechanical Consultation
Blue print consultation, to ensure mechanical layout is efficient.
If there’s a way to save money we’ll help you find it.

Commercial & Residential New Build Specialist

Furnace, Boiler, Air Conditioner Install & Repair

Rural Mechanical Water Treatment

Sewage & Pump Systems

Residential & Commercial 
In-Floor Heating Systems

1-306-697-3504
AFTER HOURS: 1-306-697-7219

505 Pacific Street Grenfell, SK
Email: Kruegersplumbing@sasktel.net

Krueger’sPlumbing & Heating  

 Local trusted expert | Journeyman | Licensed Gas Fitter | 35 years in Business
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Small and Large Format
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By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

The top five reasons To-
ronto Blue Jays are going 
to give Canadian sports 
fans an October playoff 
thrill: George Springer, 
Bo Bichette, Daulton Var-
sho, Addison Barger and 
Alejandro Kirk.

Notice that the five 
names mentioned above 
do not include a pitcher, 
because the Jays have 
led the American League 
East for a good chunk 
of the season in spite of 
poor to average pitching. 
It has been decent at the 
front end (starters) and 
dismal at the back (relief 
corps). Only four Amer-
ican League teams have 
given up more runs than 
the Jays, but only one, the 
Yankees, has scored more. 
The Blue Jays are a team 
that can never be counted 
out. A great example was 
Sept. 3 in Cincinnati, 
where the Reds jumped 
on starter Shane Bieber 
for five runs in the sec-
ond inning and a 5-0 lead. 
No problem. The Jays put 
their awesome offence 
into overdrive, pounded 
out five home runs and 18 
hits en route to a 13-9 vic-
tory.

Springer and Bichette 
have been the catalysts for 
the Jays. Bichette, in his 
seven years with the Blue 
Jays, had a rough season 
in 2024, batting .225 and 
playing in only 81 games 
due to injuries. This year, 
he leads the major leagues 
in hits, is batting com-
fortably over .300 and is 

en route to eclipsing his 
career-high RBI total (102 
in 2021). Springer’s resur-
gence has been as good, 
or better. The 12-year vet, 
who has been the Jays’ 
designated hitter for most 
of 2025, is having a banner 
year and while he won’t 
win the A.L. MVP award 
(Aaron Judge and Cal 
Raleigh are the front-run-
ners), he deserves to get 
a few votes. Springer will 
push past the 30-home 
run mark, carried a .307 
batting average into the 
second week of September 
and has been Mr. Clutch 
all year.

While Bichette and 
Springer have been the 
two offensive keys for To-
ronto, the contributions 
of Kirk, Barger and Var-
sho cannot be overlooked. 
Kirk had been regarded 
as little more than a jour-
neyman catcher, but his 
bat has come alive this 
year. He’s been batting 
close to .300 all season and 
has already surpassed 
his career high RBI total, 
which was 63 back in 2022, 
and will post the best OPS 
figure (on-base percent-
age plus slugging) of his 
five full years in Toronto. 
Varsho missed about 80 
games, but since his re-
turn, he’s on a 50-home 
run pace and has been 
spectacular defensively 
in centerfield. Barger, 
meanwhile, has been the 
team’s rookie surprise. 
He was a big hit in spring 
training, but doubts were 
expressed about whether 
he’d be able to carry the 
hot bat into the regular 

season. Well, he’s third 
on the team in homers, 
fourth in RBI and seems to 
always come through with 
a clutch hit when needed. 
He may not be the Amer-
ican League rookie of the 
year, but he’s definitely 
the No. 1 freshman with 
the Jays.

Now, if only the relief 
pitching would shape up, 
the Jays could actually 
win the World Series.

• Steve Simmons of the 
Toronto Sun: “Give Tyson 
Barrie credit for a sense of 
humour on his retirement 
announcement. He said 
his decision was made ‘in 
tandem with the 32 NHL 
teams.’”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “In a surprising 
move, Maria Sharapova 
asked Serena Williams to 
speak for her at her Ten-
nis Hall of Fame induc-
tion because Serena was 
her biggest rival. Really? 
That’s like a fly calling a 
windshield a rival.”

• Columnist Norman 
Chad, commenting on 
gamblers seeking ‘re-
funds’ from professional 
athletes for poor play 
which resulted in losing 
wagers: “Am I supposed 
to shake down E-Harmony 
because my first wife left 
me?”

• Dan Gartland of SI-
AM, after TCU’s 48-14 
win over North Carolina 
in U.S. college football: 
“Congratulations to Bill 
Belichick on shifting the 
focus away from the age 
gap between him and his 
girlfriend, Jordon Hud-
son, and toward the talent 

gap between his North
Carolina team and TCU.”

•  Ontario columnist 
Keith Schell, on the Shane
Bieber trade to the Blue
Jays: “He’s looking good
so far, but the Jays’ bats
are growing cold at the
worst time. He needs more 
run support. They can’t
just ‘Leave it to Bieber’!”

• Comedy guy Torben 
Rolfsen of Vancouver:
“On Hard Knocks, Buffalo 
Bills says they intend to 
bring the Lombrdi Tro-
phy back to western New 
York. When was it there 
before? I wonder if the
Buffalo Sabres are going
to bring the Stanley Cup 
back to Buffalo?”

• Rolfsen again: Ca-
nucks’ Elias Pettersson
got married over the sum-
mer. They tried to keep it
as private as possible — 
exchanged vows between
innings of a Sacramento 
A’s game.”

• Another one from
Rolfsen: “The Blue Jays 
sold a record 92,221 hot 
dogs at their recent Loo-
nie Dog night. Thankfully, 
nobody choked, other 
than Jeff Hoffman.”

• A groaner from RJ
Currie: “Just wondering:
If you’re an L.A. Ram, do
you say please and thank 
ewe?”

• Headline at theonion.
com: “Andy Reid Gently 
Tells Travis Kelce What’s
Expected of Him on Wed-
ding Night … “she’ll prob-
ably want you to take your 
helmet off.”

Care to comment?
Email brucepenton2003@
yahoo.ca

Jays can thank big bats for success

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

The games that count 
are still a few weeks 
away, but the first pick 
of the Prairie Junior 
Hockey League’s 2025-26 
season has been dropped, 
with the freshly-relocated 
Martensville (nee Delisle) 
Chiefs claiming a 6-0 win 
Sunday over the visiting 
Saskatoon Westleys.

Sporting a roster that 
also included fellow 
Yorkton products Jeffrey 
Stewart, Jagger Kardy-
nal and Jaxon Sperling 
patrolling the blue line, 
Garin Lammers scored 
Martensville’s first-ever 
exhibition goal 7:37 into 
the first period.

The Chiefs rewarded 
their home fans at the 
Martensville Sports Cen-
tre, going up 3-0 after the 
first period and extending 
the runaway to 6-0 in the 
final minute of the second.

Carlyle product Ty Feh-
renbach played the final 
30:16 of the game in relief 
of starter Rhett Harlow 
and stopped all 22 shots he 
faced to the finish.

Martensville is back 
in action Sunday hosting 
the Saskatoon Royals, 
while the Fort Knox will 
get their first taste of pre-
season action that day as 
well when the defending 
league champs travel to 

Assiniboia to face the 
Southern Rebels.

Fort Qu’Appelle will 
play again Wednesday 
when the Knox host the 
Regina Silver Foxes (7:30 
p.m.) at the Prairie Co-op 
Rexentre, while the Pilot 
Butte Storm will make 
their own preseason debut 
Sept. 20 in Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle.

The expansion Moo-
somin Steelhawks have 
been removed from the 
league’s exhibition slate 

altogether and are now 
expected to see their first 
game action of any kind 
Oct. 3 in Assiniboia.

New Faces
The Fort Knox capped 

their offseason by acquir-
ing 19-year-old forwards 
Tayson Dietze and Ryker 
Mathison from the Po-
noka Stampeders of Al-
berta’s Heritage Junior 
Hockey League for an un-
specified return in a deal 
posted to the league web-
site Aug. 18.

Both hailing from 
Oxbow and products of Es-
tevan’s under-18 AA pro-
gram, Dietze registered 
four goals and five assists 
in 24 games for Ponoka 
last season while Mathi-
son had five goals and 
four assists in 16 games.

Dietze started the 2024-
25 campaign with Fort 
Qu’Appelle, scoring once 
in four games before the 
Knox sent him to Ponoka 
in an early-November 
trade.

Lammers scores first goal in Martensville; Knox add two players
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Melville Millionaires
Jr. A Hockey

Game Schedule
Home/Away Games

 All Games 7 p.m. 
unless otherwise stated

SEPTEMBER:
12–
13–
19–
20–
26–

Fort Knox Hockey
Game Schedule

Home/Away Games 
SEPTEMBER:
14–
17–
20–
21–
27–

Home/Away Games 
Pre-season
SEPTEMBER:
20–
21–
Regular Season
SEPTEMBER:
27–

Pilot Butte Storm
Game Schedule

Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK

Phone 306-728-2730

• SGI Accredited
• Minor Dents & Scratches 

• Courtesy Car
• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 

• Diesel Dye Pumps

• Tire Repair & Tires • Full Line of Hardware 

& Automotive Supplies

• Minor Automotive Repairs • Feed 

• Bulk Petroleum

• Liquor and Cold Beer • Tobacco Products

Moosomin Steelhawks kick off season in October
By Ryan Kiedrowski

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

The Moosomin Steelhawks continue to prepare for 
a truly historic moment in local sports - the first home 
opener for a Moosomin junior hockey club in 50 years.

“That’s a really exciting way to put it,” said Steel-
hawks’ owner, general manager, and head coach Blake 
Martyniuk. “According to our research, it’s been about 
a half-century since there’s been junior hockey in the 
community, and the goal – with this done properly – we 
hope that we can exceed that amount of time with this 
existing team as opposed to the community being with-
out a junior team for that long.”

News of an expansion team coming to the Prairie Ju-
nior Hockey League, and that team calling Moosomin 
home, came back in April with the PJHL splitting a 
dozen teams between the Bob Dybvig and Bill Johnston 
(where the Steelhawks will be) Divisions. The Junior B 
league is filled with talent, and in the days leading up 
to teams hitting the ice in exhibition contests, everyone 
is dreaming of yanking the Keystone Cup out of Fort 
Knox’s grasp.

But first, Moosomin needs a solid team, and filling 
a roster will be ongoing well after conditioning camp.

“We have a team, but we’re always trying to be the 
best team that we can be, hence, the recruiting really 
never stops until the roster closes, which I believe is the 
10th of January,” Martyniuk said, adding that transac-
tion decisions in the other Saskatchewan leagues could 
present options for the PJHL teams. “The WHL, if they 
cut players, then they’re going to the SJHL, and if the 
SJHL drops guys, and we’re able to get them to make 
ourselves better, then that’s what we just have to do at 
the junior level.”

The Steelhawks’ roster could be filled with players 
from across North America in addition to local talent.

“We’re actually allowed U.S. or Mexican-born play-
ers; as long as they’re North American, they would 
qualify,” Martyniuk explained, adding that a Mexican 
Steelhawk is not out of the question. “We may end up 
with a player from Mexico; those discussions are hap-
pening. Having played for the national team down 
there, we would be in good hands if we landed one of 
those guys.”

The team is allowed up to six players from within 
North America, and while most teams in the PJHL draft 
players from the area, it’s not mandatory to do so.

“In this particular league at the junior level, that’s 
not always the case,” Martyniuk said. “Obviously, with 
senior hockey, you kind of need to hit those quotas, but 
with us, it’s more or less a choice. We want local players 
and local talent, but anyone we’ve talked to certainly 
understands that in order to be competitive on a pro-
vincial and eventually on a western Canadian scale, we 
definitely will need more players than just local play-
ers, and again, always trying to build the best team we 
possibly can.

“Our active roster can be a total of 25 players,” Mar-
tyniuk continued. “Injuries happen, suspensions, guys 
get called up to Junior A, somebody’s sick – there’s a 
reason that you definitely need to carry more than just 
the limited quota just for variables that come up along 
the way.”

Billets, volunteers, sponsors needed
Building a new team requires many moving parts, 

and the strong support of the community is crucial. The 

Steelhawks are not immune and are putting the call out 
to locals for support.

“I had a conversation with a family last night and 
was very thankful for them and anyone else that is will-
ing to open up their homes for one of our hockey play-
ers,” Martyniuk said. “We are always looking for more 
billets, and volunteers is going to be a big one as well. 
We’re going to have a meeting in the next week or so, 
branded as an open house, where we can essentially in-
vite anyone in from the community that wants to come 
say hello or wants to inquire about certain volunteer 
spots that we might need help with.

“As soon as we have that info, we’ll post that on our 
social media and try to reach out to as many people as 
we can,” Martyniuk said.

Another area where the new team could use some 
help is in the local labour market as the players will be 
looking for work during their off-ice hours.

“A few employers in the community –  quite a few, 
actually – have said that they’d be willing to give our 
players some hours and work around hockey, so any-
body that owns a small business or might need a part-
time employee, please have them reach out as well 
because that just helps give them that spending money, 
and I think strengthens the program,” Martyniuk  said, 
making a segue into the importance of sponsorship in 
general. “In order to make this sustainable to exceed 
the 50-year drought that the community has been with-
out junior hockey, we need the community support on 
the sponsorship end as well. We definitely see that com-
ing together, once the recruiting slows down a bit here 
in the next week or so, we are hoping to ramp up those 
conversations. Any bit of help is very much appreciated 
and ultimately necessary to help keep this going here.”

Later start to the season
The first exhibition games in the PJHL began Sept. 7, 

but the Steelhawks won’t hit the ice until the first week 
of October when the regular season is already in full 
swing. Meanwhile, the team will be busy with prepara-
tions to launch into their inaugural season in full force. 
They’ll start with a pair of away games in Assiniboia to 
take on the Richardson Pioneer Southern Rebels, who 
finished last season with 12 wins, 27 losses, and one loss 
in overtime and second-last place in the league.

“We will actually start our regular season a week 
after some of the other teams; they’ll get going the last 
Friday of September whereas we get going the first Fri-
day of October down in Assiniboia,” Martyniuk said. 
“The reason behind that is we actually have a total of 
18 practices starting September 15, and we are quite lit-
erally on the ice for two hours every single day before 
that first actual regular season game. Getting on the ice, 
working really hard, and putting some good systems in 
play will help us have our best chance with our expan-
sion roster to try to have the most success that we can.”

In a way, having those first two Steelhawks’ games 

played in Assiniboia is a bit nostalgic for Martyniuk as
he wore a senior Rebels jersey in the 2021-22 season –
just before the team began playing in their new home,
the $18 million ‘belle of the ball’ Southland Co-op Cen-
tre.

“We have a pretty nice rink ourselves here in Moo-
somin, but the fact that they got the Southland Co-op
Centre down there in Assiniboia, a brand new, beauti-
ful facility, it’s a pretty cool way to kick off our inaugu-
ral season in what I would say to be the – no disrespect 
again to the other teams – but the nicest rink in the
league!”

Assiniboia was the first taste of Saskatchewan
hockey for Martyniuk, who was part of the senior 
Rebels team that continued a Notekeu Hockey League 
championship reign initiated in 2018-19 and only inter-
rupted for the 2020-21 season cancellation due to Covid.

“I think we were the last year in the old barn there,
before they got the new one,” he recalled. “But even the 
old one, too, it had a lot of character to it, and it’s a good 
atmosphere as well. But you can’t really compare to 
what they got going on there now, that’s for sure!”

After the two-game stint in Assiniboia on Oct. 3 and 
4, the Steelhawks head to the Queen City on Oct. 9 to
face the Regina Silver Foxes. The Steelhawks will have
their home opener in Moosomin on Friday, October 10 
when the Rebels come to the Mike Schwean Arena. The
next evening will feature a second home game as the 
current PJHL champs Fort Knox comes to town. The
puck drops on both nights at 8 p.m., and while the price 
of a ticket will get you a whole seat, you’ll only need the 
edge!

Riders sweep Labour 
Day Classic and Banjo 
Bowl, take command 
of CFL West

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Just one week after the Saskatchewan Roughriders
pulled off a gritty win over Winnipeg in the Labour
Day Classic in Regina, the rivalry played out under the
bright lights of Princess Auto Stadium. On Sept. 6, the
Riders capped the back-to-back showdown by claiming
the Banjo Bowl 21–13 – a victory crafted through pre-
cision kicking, opportunistic defense, and a dramatic
mid-game shift.

Kicker Brett Lauther was flawless, converting all
five field-goal attempts from 20, 33, 35 (twice), and 41
yards. His steady performance kept Saskatchewan
within striking distance in the first half and provided
the cushion needed to close out the game. Quarterback
Trevor Harris, who finished 18-of-31 for 239 yards, said
it was “awesome” to see Lauther deliver in every clutch
situation.

The game’s turning point came when Zach Collaros,
Winnipeg’s starting quarterback, was sacked by C.J.
Reavis in the third quarter. He fumbled and exited
the game, unable to return due to injury. Collaros had
thrown for 165 yards, a touchdown, and two intercep-
tions before being replaced by Chris Streveler. The
Riders’ defense took full advantage, recording four in-
terceptions on the night – two by Tevaughn Campbell,
one by Marcus Sayles, and another by DaMarcus Fields
– to keep the Bombers’ offense in check.

Winnipeg had built a 13–6 halftime lead, but Sas-
katchewan clawed back in the second half, with Lau-
ther’s perfect kicking and Campbell’s late interception
sealing the victory in front of 32,343 fans at yet another
Banjo Bowl sellout.

With the win, the Riders improved to 10–2, their best
start since going 13–5 in 2019 and just shy of their fran-
chise-best 14–2 season in 1970. The victory also gave
Saskatchewan the season-series tiebreaker over Winni-
peg, a critical edge as the playoff picture begins to take
shape. Sitting atop the West Division, the Roughriders
have positioned themselves for a potential first-place
finish, which would bring the coveted bye week and
home-field advantage through the playoffs. Winnipeg,
now 6–6, finds itself fighting to keep pace in the divi-
sion, with Calgary and B.C. lurking in the standings.

For Rider Nation, sweeping the Labour Day Classic
and Banjo Bowl in the same season is more than brag-
ging rights – it’s a sign that Saskatchewan has emerged
as the team to beat in the West. For the Bombers, the
loss not only stung in front of their home crowd but also
tightened their playoff path, making every remaining
game crucial in the push to secure a postseason berth.
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
238 - 3rd Ave. E.   

Office Ph. 306-728-2551
Office Hours: Mondays 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clergy: Deacon Kevin Prouten

www.stpaulsmelville.ca
Sunday, Sept. 14:

11:00 a.m. Worship at St. Paul’s 
Monday, Sept. 15:

7:00 p.m. Council Meets
Tueday, Sept. 16:

7:00 p.m. Committee Meeting
*  *  *

–– at Neudorf/Lemberg --
Saturday, Sept. 13:

*7 p.m. Worship at Trinity, Lemb
Sunday, Sept. 14:

 *9 a.m. Worship at Christ, Neud                                                                                       

ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH

306-720-0589
*Services Every Second Sunday

Next Services 
Sept. 14 and Sept. 28

                                                                                       

FIRST UNITED CHURCH
5th Ave. E. & King St.

Rev. Brian Mee, 306-335-7611
website: firstunitedmelville.org

Sunday, Sept. 14: 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

with Ray Yost
Thursday, Sept. 18: Free 

Community Supper at First United                                                                                    

(A Church with a Caring Heart)
 800 Prince Edward St.
Melville Comm. Works)  

Ph. 306-728-2347 
Pastor Tim Oehler

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. Pre-service Prayer

10:00 a.m. Coffee and Welcome
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
www.melvilleriverchurch.org

Facebook @melvilleriverchurch
Recorded messages 

posted online                                                                                    

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

258 - 10th Ave. W. 
Ph. 306-728-3971

Pastor Ronald Shumba 
facebook.com/gslcmelville

Sept. 11: 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Planning Committee

1:00 p.m. Stewardship Meeting
Sept. 12: 7 p.m. Youth Movie Night

Sept. 14: 9:15 a.m. Choir
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Sept. 16: 9:30 a.m. Ladies Day                                                                                       

Fr. Basil Malowany
basilmalowany@gmail.com 

306-540-5102
Sunday, Sept. 14:

4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Sunday, Sept. 21:

4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy                                                                                       

th Ave. W.
Office Ph. 306-728-5022 

Pastor Jon Pettinger
Associate Pastor: Jesse Darby

Sunday:  
Connections at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Service at 11 a.m.

Online services can be found at:  
www.melvillebaptist.com                                                                                   

5th Ave. W. & Queen St. 
Church Office Ph. 306-728-5001

Sunday, Sept. 14: 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service                                                                                     

CATHOLIC CHURCH
729 Main St. – Office 

Ph. 306-728-5702
Res. Ph. 306-728-2305

111 - 8th Ave. W.
Father Melchor Samonte

Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.               
Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.                                                                                        

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church - Canada) 

 502 - 4th Ave. W. – Church Office 
Ph. 306-728-5689

Email: zlcpastor@myaccess.ca
www.zionlutheranmelville.com

Sunday, Sept. 14: 
11:00 a.m. Diviine Service

Church of the Lutheran Hour 
heard Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

on 940 CJGX Radio, Yorkton
                                                                                        

NEW LIFE 

Worship

Wednesday Kids Club - 3:30 p.m.
                                                                                     

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Youth Group – 7 p.m.

Rev. Dr. James R. Graham
                                                                                    

ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Tomy Mandapathil
Saturday, Sept. 13

5:00 p.m. Mass Service
                                                                                   

Sunday, Sept. 14: 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service

with Rev. Cheryl Johnson
                                                                                  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WAPELLA

Sunday, Sept. 14: 
No Worship Service

                                                                                  
WHITEWOOD 

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, Sept. 14: 

10:00 a.m.  Worship Service
                                                                                

LUTHERAN 
417 3rd Street South

*Sunday Services 10 a.m.*
email: pipestoneparish@sasktel.net                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave. — 306-736-2237
email: kwpc@sasktel.net

*Services Held 1st and 3rd Sundays
at 9:30 a.m. Minister will vary*

                                                                                   

701 3rd Street - 306-736-8992
Website: kiplingpeopleschurch.com
Pastors: Kevin & Merodee Hassler
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Ministry
                                                                                   

ST. ANNE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
418 First St., Kipling

306-538-2163
Saturday, Sept. 13:

Mass 5:00 p.m.
                                                                                   

400 3rd St. South, Kipling
306-736-2447, Doris

306-424-2604, George
*Worship Service 11:00 a.m.*

                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave.
(in Kipling United Church)

Sunday Worship 
in person 11:30 a.m.

Lay Person/Service Leader
306-736-2479

bkbernat@gmail.com                                                                                   

309 3rd. St. South, Kipling
306-736-2421

parklandagc@sasktel.net

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Mom’s Group
                                                                                   

Melville Churches Melville Churches 

Whitewood & Area 
Churches 

Indian Head Church 

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

801 Buxton St. - Indian Head, SK
306-695-3838

*Sunday Services 11 a.m.*
*Family Play Group – 

Mondays, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon
*Living with Cancer Support Group

2nd Tuesday of the Month
                                                                                   

St. Mary’s RC Church, Grayson

St. Michael’s RC Church, Lemberg

Sept. 13-14: 
Grayson 11:00 a.m.

Killaly 7:00 p.m. 
Lemberg 9:00 a.m.                                                                                        

Visit a Church 
of Your Choice

Churches 

Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube 

and will be livestreamed
306-900-0600

Fort Qu’Appelle – valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

194 Bay St., Fort Qu’Appelle
Rev. Jo Mader, 306-332-4455

Sunday School & Service 10:30
Hear the Gospel, sing the faith, feel the 

family fellowship. Facebook Live. 

Fort museum acquires Henderson paintings
By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Seven artworks by the 
acclaimed artist James 
Henderson have been 
given to the Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle Heritage Museum by 
the executors of the Mc-
Donald House estate. They 
have been donated as a 
memorial to Dale Wolch, 
the last owner of the his-
toric property who assem-
bled the collection before 
his death earlier this year.

The paintings will 
more than double the 
museum’s original col-
lection given to the mu-
seum by the late Marion 
Hamilton. They include 
autumn landscapes of the 
Qu’Appelle valley, a view 
of Echo Lake from above 
Buffalo Crossing and a 
painting of the Hills of 
Arran, Scotland as well as 
a work attributed to Hen-
derson that was exhibited 
in 1943 by the Ontario Col-
lege of Art. 

They will go on display 
next year when the mu-

seum opens for the 2026 
season. 

“The paintings were 
part of my brother’s plans 

for the McDonald House 
conservancy, and belong 
with the museum,” said 
Gary Wolch who lives in 

Thunder Bay, Ont. “He ac-
quired the last of the Hen-
derson’s from an auction 
house shortly before his 
passing. He was always on 
the lookout for originals 
to add to the collection.” 

Three other Hender-
son’s owned by another 
donor on the West Coast 
are also expected to be-
come part of the Hender-
son Room collection.

The Wolch family be-
quest coincides with the 
75th anniversary of Hen-
derson’s death in 1951.

“The paintings were 
included in the sales 
contract when the mu-
seum decided to buy the 
house,” explained Mu-
seum Board President 

Brad Braithwaite. “We 
are indebted to the Wolch 
family for including these 
paintings as well as some 
of the original furniture 
in the house as part of the 
deal.” 

Henderson came to 
Canada from Scotland in 
1910 and opened his studio 
in Fort Qu’Appelle in 1916. 
He is described as “a cen-
tral figure in the first gen-
eration of professionally 
trained artists who came 
to live in Saskatchewan 
at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury.” He is recognized for 
his portraits of Indigenous 
warriors and was made 
an honorary chief known 
as Wicite Owapi Wicasa 
(The man who paints the 

old men by the Standing 
Buffalo First Nation. Hen-
derson was also a member 
of the Ontario Society of
Artists and exhibited with
the Royal Canadian Acad-
emy. Shortly before his 
death, he was awarded an
honorary Doctor of Laws
degree from the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan.

The Wolch family do-
nation also includes five
other paintings by Ernest
Luthi, a well-known and 
artist from Punnichy who
is known for his prolific
prairie landscapes and 
paintings of the Qu’Ap-
pelle Valley. Luthi, who 
came to Canada from 
Switzerland as a child,
died in 1983.  

Paintings donated
Judy Wolch and her brother Gary with two of the 

seven Henderson landscapes that they have do-

memory of their brother. 

Melville Taekwondo kicks off fall 
session with free trial classes

By GNG Staff
Grasslands News 

Melville residents look-
ing to get active this fall 
have an opportunity to 
try something new as Mel-
ville Taekwondo launches 
its latest session at the CN 
Community Centre.

Classes are offered 
every Tuesday and Thurs-
day evening from 6 to 7 
p.m., and to encourage 
new participants, the club 
is inviting the public to 

try taekwondo free for two 
days.

Organizers say the 
martial art is ideal for peo-
ple of all ages and fitness 
levels, offering benefits 
beyond physical training. 

Students can expect 
to learn self-defence 
skills, improve focus and 
self-discipline, and build 
strength, balance, and 
flexibility.

“Taekwondo is a great 
way for the whole fam-
ily to get active together 

while also developing im-
portant life skills,” said 
the program leaders. “We 
welcome beginners of all 
ages.”

Those interested are 
encouraged to register 
early to take advantage of 
the two free trial classes. 
For more information or 
to register, residents can 
call 306-621-2878, email 
melvilletkd@gmail.com, 
or visit www.melvilletae-
kwondo.ca

218 - 3rd Ave. W. • Melville, SK. Email: production@grasslandsnews.ca
Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS

218 3rd Ave W Melville SK Email: production@grasslandsnews ca
NEWS | PRINTING

PRINT
HERE

Business cards to LARGE FORMAT banners and signs 
we’re here for all your print needs.
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CLASSIFIEDS
ONE AD, SIX NEWSPAPERS: All classified ads appear in the Fort Qu’Appelle Times, Indian Head-Wolseley News, Kipling Clipper, Melville Advance, Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun and Quad Town Forum 

GESSNER –

Hug your loved ones.  

Classifi eds cont’d 
on Page 17

CLASSIFIED RATES
(based on 25 words or less) 

1 week: $15.00 • 2 weeks: $20.00 • 3 weeks: $25.00 • 4 weeks: $30.00 
Additional weeks: $7.50 • Deadline: Tuesdays at 12 noon

1-844-GNG-NEWSObituary Deadline Tuesdays 12 Noon

Joseph Serfas passed 
away on Sunday, Feb. 9, 
2025, at the age of 93 years.

Joseph was born on March 
19, 1931, in Mytinca, Poland, 
to Karl and Maria Serfas. 
They immigrated to Canada 
in 1938. He was raised in the 
Duff area and attended and 
completed his education at 
Colmer School.

Joseph ran a mixed farm 
in the Duff area from 1947 to 
2006, then moved to Melville 
in 2012. In 2020, he moved to Caleb for six months, then 
moved to St. Paul Lutheran Home.

Joseph was predeceased by his parents, as well as 
his siblings, Ida (Daniel) Hing, Sophie (Ernie) Reimer, 
Rudy (Judy) Serfas, Marie Whittmire and Emma (Chris) 
Kohlenberg, as well as numerous nieces and nephews.

A graveside service will be held for Joseph on Friday, 
Sept. 12, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. in the Melville City Cemetery 

Arrangements are entrusted to Matthews Funeral Home, 
Melville.

Obituary Joseph Serfas
March 19, 1931 - Feb. 9, 2025

SLOAN, Katherine Jean (Wigle)
passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by family, on 
Sunday, Aug. 24, 2025 at 
Granite Ridge Retirement 
Residence, Gravenhurst, ON 
at the age of 88. 

She is lovingly remembered 
by her daughter Mary Craig 
(Logan), son Murray Sloan 
(Myra), and two cherished 
grandsons, Logan Sloan and 
Tyler Sloan. She will be sadly
missed by her sister Mary 
(Roy) Harvey; brothers, Don (Beth) Wigle, Jim (Janine) 
Wigle, Bob (Cara) Wigle and Bill (Bonnie) Wigle. 
Predeceased by long-time companion, Don McDougall.  

To honour Katherine’s wishes, there will be no public 
service. A small family gathering to celebrate Katherine’s 
life at a later date. Personal condolences and memories 
may be shared at www.cavillfuneralhome.com

Obituary Katherine Jean Sloan
Feb. 7, 1937 - Aug. 24, 2025

On Sunday morning, Aug. 
31, 2025, our mother, Betty 
Grace Meeko (Reid) passed. 
She was 94 years old. 

Betty was born in Melville 
on March 24, 1931.  She grew 
up on a farm north of Melville 
and attended Runneberg 
School and the Melville public 
schools. On Dec. 4, 1950, she 
married William R. Meeko.                  

Betty and Bill resided, 
raised their family and en-
joyed a full life in Melville, 
Saskatchewan. She will be 
greatly missed by her family and everyone who knew and 
loved her. 

Betty was predeceased by her husband, William; 
her parents, Myrtle and James Reid; and brother-in-law 
Willys Reed. She is survived by her children, Stephen, 
David and Patti; her grandchildren, Joel, Brittainy and Reid; 
great-grandchildren, Danika, Deneka, Jack, Henry, Josh 
and Zoe; brother George (Wynn), sister Gloria and brother 
Jack; nieces and nephews; special friends David and Lynn 
Litzenberger; and friends and neighbours.

Betty’s family would like to thank all the staff at St. Paul 
Lutheran Home for the care given to their mother and 
grandmother. 

A funeral service was held for Betty on Saturday, Sept. 
6, 2025, at First United Church, Melville, with the Rev. 

and tributes to Betty were offered by the Rev. Dawn 

of the United Church Choir and the United Church Women, 
with whom Betty served over the years, were considered 
honorary bearers.  Interment took place in the Melville City 
Cemetery. 

Arrangements were entrusted to Matthews Funeral 
Home, Melville.  

Obituary Betty Grace Meeko
March 24, 1931 - Aug. 31, 2025

Diane Karlunchuck en-
tered into her place of eternal 
rest Monday, Sept. 1, 2025. 
Her passing is deeply felt 
by her loving husband Gary 
Karlunchuck, who treasures 
the life they shared for 52 
years of marriage. Diane’s 
memory will be forever cher-
ished by her two children 
and her four grandchildren 
who were the joy and pride 
of her life: Blair and Jennifer 
Karlunchuck (Zane and Reece,
Derek Karlunchuck and Abby Sentes (Carson and Kira).

children to Ron and Margaret Stratton. She is lovingly 
remembered by her brother Gordon (Barb) Stratton, as well 
as numerous in-laws, nieces and nephews. She was prede-
ceased by her parents Ron and Margaret.

Diane enjoyed watching hummingbirds out her 
kitchen window, visiting with friends, travelling to Las Vegas, 
Mexico, Europe, Hawaii and various parts of Canada. Diane 
and Gary enjoyed travelling to watch their grandchildren 
participate in their sporting events. Diane was a member 
of the Crown Jewels of Canada Society and went on many 
adventures with this organization.

Diane was a devoted farm wife and mother. She 
embraced both the challenges and joys of rural life. She will 
always be remembered for her kindness, sweet smile and 
clever wit.

Following a private burial the family will be hosting a 
memorial service to celebrate Diane’s life with community, 
friends and family. The service will be held on Friday, Sept. 
26, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. in the Legacy Inn Hotel in Grenfell, 
SK.

If friends so desire contributions may be made in memo-
riam to Allan Blair Cancer Centre c/o Saskatchewan Cancer 
Agency, 200-2550 12th Avenue, Regina, SK, S4W 0G3.

 Online condolences may be made at www.tubmanfh.com

Obituary Diane Karlunchuck
June 13, 1951 - Sept. 1, 2025

It is with great sadness that 
the family of Mona Krupski
announce her passing on 
Monday, Sept. 1, 2025 at the 
age of 96 years. 

She will be deeply missed 
by her 12 children and their 
families, as well as all those 
that were blessed to have 
known her. 

A Mass with Christian 
Burial was held on Saturday, 
Sept. 6, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. in 
St. Michael Roman Catholic 
Church in Lemberg. Interment 
took place in St. Michael Roman Catholic Parish Cemetery 
immediately following the Mass. 

For those wishing to, donations may be made in 
memory of Mona to Kipling Integrated Health Centre Long 
Term Care Activity Fund, Box 420, Kipling, SK S0G 2S0 
or St. Michael Roman Catholic Cemetery Fund Box 278, 
Lemberg, SK S0A 2B0 or to a charity of your choice. 

Online condolences may be made at www.tubmanfh.com

Obituary
Monica (Mona) Jean

Krupski
1928 - 2025

Memoriam Memoriam

Published Fridays – 

Card of Thanks
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Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Vases,
Cemetery Inscriptions and Cremation Urns.

FULLY GUARANTEED – LICENSED AND BONDED

See Our

Large Display

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

“Treating Your Family like a part of
Ours for 4 Generations”

Raymond and Crystal Bailey,
Don Klus and Len VargaCAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales
• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

Dennis Temple 306-332-1335

or 306-728-8197

Licensed and Bonded

DIRECTORY 

ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group

1-844-464-6397

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

FUNERAL + MONUMENT DIRECTORY

Keith Hawken  306-695-2479
Michael Rey 306-901-7440
Laurie Rey 306-901-7000

mrey@sasktel.net

Cemetery Memorials • In Cemetery Lettering
Memorial Levelling  • Memorial Restoration 

306-260-
7447

PAYING CASH

Card of Thanks

Card of Thanks

The Planning and Development Act, 2007

INTENT:

REASON FOR THE AMENDMENT:

PUBLIC INSPECTION:

PUBLIC HEARING:

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO

ADOPT BYLAW NO. 480/2025

For Rent

$ Paying Cash $

Province Wide Province Wide Province Wide

Celebrate 
140th Anniversary

Anglican Church

Invitation to Celebrate 
140 Year Anniversary

Sunday, Sept. 28, 2025

Alcoholics Anonymous

Call Alcoholics Anonymous

306-545-9300

Notice to Creditors
       NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Bradley Dean 

Solicitors for the Estate of 
Bradley Dean Evans

Services
Indian Head Library

OPEN HOURS

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY - New Hours

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

CLOSED Monday and Sunday

Auctions

2S Auctioneers

AGPRO - BUYING:
FEED BARLEY &

HEATED CANOLA
For Bids, Call/Text:

306-873-0481 
or visit: 

agproseeds.com
AGPRO MARKET 

REPORT:
Farmers, call to 

sign up for 
Free Today!

I am currently 
PURCHASING single 
to large blocks of 

land. 
NO FEES OR 

COMMISSIONS 
Saskatchewan 

born and raised, I 
know farming and 
farmland and can 

help you every step 
of the way. 
Doug Rue, 

for further information
306-716-2671

saskfarms@shaw.ca
www.sellyourfarm 

land.com

FARMLAND 
WANTED

Dale’s Painting
306-728-4392

Published 

Fridays

1-844-GNG-

NEWS



18 Grasslands NewsSeptember 12, 2025

NOTICE OF CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS 

Form H 

(Section 66 of the Act) 
CHRIST THE TEACHER R.C.S.S.D. NO. 212 

SCHOOL DIVISION ELECTIONS 

Public notice is hereby given that nomination of candidates for the office of: 

BOARD MEMBER:  CHRIST THE TEACHER ROMAN CATHOLIC 
SEPARATE SCHOOL DIVISION NO. 212

  

Number to be 
 Elected

Melville – City at Large.....................................................................   1 
Sub-division No. 2 (Geographic area surrounding Melville)…….   1 

Nominations for the above two (2) positions will be received by Delmar Zwirsky –

Returning Officer for Christ the Teacher RCSSD No.212. 

Nominations will be received during regular business hours (8:00 a.m. to noon, 1:00 p.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday) commencing on the 15th day of September 2025
to the 7th day of October 2025 and from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the 8th day of 
October 2025 (Close of Nominations).   

Forms may be submitted: 

a) personally by the candidate or by an agent (must also provide an ‘Appointment of 

Candidate’s Agent’ form) to the Returning Officer’s Office, 45A Palliser Way, 

Yorkton, Saskatchewan; 

b) by registered or ordinary mail to 45A Palliser Way – Yorkton Saskatchewan –

S3N 4C5;  

c) by fax at (306)783-4992; 

d) by e-mail to Delmar.Zwirsky@cttcs.ca

Nomination forms may be obtained from the School Division Office at 45A Palliser Way, 

Yorkton Saskatchewan or on the website at www.christtheteacher.ca. 

Dated this 8th day of September 2025 

Delmar Zwirsky, Returning Officer

Local Government Election Act, L-30.11 Reg 1

Form H Section 66 of the Act

Notice of Call for Nominations

Prairie Vista Pork Ltd. has made application under 
The Intensive Livestock Provisions of The Agricultural 
Operations Act for the Approval of Waste Storage and 
Waste Management Plans for the following Intensive 
Livestock Operation:
For the conversion of a renovated hog barn to 10,000 
feeder hogs, equal to 1,667 animal units (AU), on SW 
09-23-11 W2 in the Rural Municipality of Tullymet No. 
216 approximately 18 km north of Balcarres SK.

NOTE: This application is an operational update to 
the previously approved operation of 1,000 AU, an 
increase in 667 AU. Existing barns are being utilized, 
no new barns are being proposed.

Any person wishing to review the information 
submitted to Saskatchewan Agriculture may do so by:
a) Contacting Travis Bergman for Prairie Vista Pork 
Ltd. at (204-371-9821).
b) Reviewing a copy of the application at Saskatchewan 
Agriculture office in Yorkton, SK by calling 306-786-
1531.

Written comments received prior to October 6, 2025
are welcome and may be provided to:

Travis Bergman for:
Prairie Vista Pork Ltd.
32048 Road 35 North

MITCHELL MB R5G 2R2

Or to:
Sheldon Diduck, P. Eng.

Regional Engineer
Saskatchewan Agriculture

Agricultural Operations
38-5th Avenue North

YORKTON SK S3N 0Y8

NOTICE

By Ryan Kiedrowski
Grasslands News 

Soon, people travelling 
along Highway 201 will 
notice new signage and 
a familiar name to the 
road. Back in June, Chief 
Evan Taypotat of Kah-
kewistahâw First Nation 
announced that the high-
way going through his 
community will be known 
as Chief Kahkewistahâw 
Way Highway 201.

“The finished product 
is Chief Kahkewistahâw 
Way, and I couldn’t think 
of a more fitting way to 
honour our original chief, 
who signed the treaty in 
1874,” Chief Taypotat said 
with a wide smile on June 

20. “We’re excited to have 
people that drive through 
our First Nation - they’re 
going to see his face and 
they’re going to know who 
he was, because the way 
we designed the sign was 
to identify his facial fea-
tures.”

The idea to honour the
memory of Chief Kahkew-
istahâw through naming 
the roadway after the great 
man came to Chief Taypo-
tat while driving home 
from Saskatoon.

“About three years 
ago, I was driving through 
Whitecap First Nation, 
south of Saskatoon, and 
I saw this sign that said 
Chief Whitecap Trail,” he 
explained. Chief Whitecap 

Highway 201 to be renamed in honour of Chief Kahkewistahâw
Trail (Highway 219) ex-
tends from the south end of 
Saskatoon to the northern 
tip of Lake Diefenbaker; es-
sentially running parallel 
with the South Saskatche-
wan River that flows to the 
west side of the roadway.

“They named that road
after their first chief, and 
I thought, ‘man, that’s 
pretty cool’,” Chief Taypo-
tat recounted, noting how 
the gesture ties in with 
the ideals of his commu-
nity. “Everything about 
our current leadership
is about honouring our 
elders, honouring the sto-
ries, and I thought, ‘I won-
der if we could do that’.”

Council also liked the
idea, and soon Director of 
Operations, Vida McAr-
thur, and Director of 
Lands, Denise Peter, began 
work to make the idea a re-
ality. A rendition of what 
the new signage will look 
like was unveiled during 
Chief Kahkewistahâw Pow 
Wow activities on June 20.

“It’s going be called 
Chief Kahkewistahâw 
Way Highway 201,” Chef 
Taypotat told those in 
attendance. “We have to 
have the ‘201’ still on it, be-
cause when you put it on a 
map, you still got to have a 
number to it. We had to go 
back and forth with some
renditions of what the sign 
is going to look like, so in 
the fall, we’re going to of-
ficially do the ribbon cut-
ting.”

In addition to the spe-
cial signage, Chief Taypo-
tat added the highway will 
see some repairs made this
year.

“There’s a few spots 
that could use some TLC,” 
he said. “There’s actually 
engineers out working on 
the spots right now. They 

want to make it wider, 
they want to identify the 
hot spots, where the in-
tegrity of it is being chal-
lenged.”

Chief Kahkewistahâw
“He Who Flies Around” 
lived from around 1810 to 
1906 and was the son of Le 
Sonnant (Mähsette Kui-
uab) - leader of the Rab-
bit Skin (W pošay nak) 
people; a medicine man,
warrior, and one of the 
signatories of the 1817 Sel-
kirk Treaty. In 1874, Chief 
Kahkewistahâw signed 
Treaty 4 at Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle, and by 1881, the land 
bearing his name was
surveyed. This area south 
of the Qu’Appelle Valley 
between Round Lake and 
Crooked Lake was a tradi-
tional wintering grounds 
with land suitable for 
agricultural use, which 
became the land as it is 
known today. 

Chief Kahkewistahâw 
was also member of the 
Treaty 4 chiefs who made a 
call for increased agricul-
tural assistance through 
the 1880s; steadfast in re-
taining the land his peo-
ple called home, even well 
into his 90s when pressure 
mounted to surrender 

some of the best portions. 
Unfortunately, one year 
after Chief Kahkew-
istahâw’s passing in 1906, 
over 70 per cent (33,281 
acres) of the reserve was 
surrendered. 

“When you’re passing 
through our First Nation, 
everyone’s going to know 

who this man was, and the 
dream he had,” Chief Tay-
potat said.

A special ceremony
to rename the roadway
to Chief Kahkewistahâw 
Way Highway 201 will take 
place at Kahkewistahâw 
First Nation on Sept. 26 at 
1 p.m.

First and current chief
First and present chiefs – Chief Evan Taypotat 

holds an example of what the new signage will look 

like, honouring Chief Kahkewistahâw. 
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, in the Council 
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NOTICE
The Planning and Development Act, 2007

Contract.

units.

Shift into Drive
Hyundai Sales Event

Scan to  
learn more.

©NHL©N

2025 IONIQ 6

Preferred long range AWD Ultimate package model shown

2025 IONIQ 6
Lease from:

at % at % at %
for  months with $  down◊ for  months with $  down◊ for  months with $  down◊

$ weekly $ weekly $ weekly

Ultimate Hybrid AWD model shown

2025 TUCSON Hybrid
Lease from:

N Line AWD with Ultimate package model shown

2025 KONA Electric
Lease from:

Finance from:

on select models†

off 2025 IONIQ 6 

0%

+ $ 7,000

1054 - IONIQ 6 - ROC (AZ, WZ) EN.indd   1

† Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2024 ELANTRA Essential/2024 VENUE Essential/2024 TUCSON Preferred AWD models with an annual finance rate of 4.49%/5.49%/4.49%. Cost of borrowing is
$1,972/$2,389/$3,140. Selling price is $25,871/$25,363/$39,414. Weekly payments are $110/$110/$175 for 48/48/48 months. $2,995/$2,395/$2,995 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include
Delivery and Destination charge of $1,775/$1,950/$1,950, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST, GST/PST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Price of model shown: 2024
ELANTRA N Line Ultimate/2024 VENUE Ultimate/2024 TUCSON Ultimate Hybrid AWD is $33,856/$28,331/46,931. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,775/$1,950/$1,950, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST/GST/PST). Prices
exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Fees may vary by dealer. Prices are not established for pre-production models.

*Bonus price adjustments of $500 available on select in-stock 2024 KONA N Line trims only, on lease, finance and cash purchase from July 3, 2024 to July 30, 2024. Price adjustments are applied before taxes. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be
assigned. Model inventory for which the price adjustments are applicable may vary from dealer to dealer and from region to region. See your local Hyundai dealer for further details and applicable model inventory. † Offers available for a limited time and
subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer is non-
transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by
Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.

147 125 159
6.79 3.993.99

Mon: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Tues: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Wed: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Thurs: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Fri: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sun: Closed

PH: 306-783-8080    TF:1-800-565-0002  

www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK

Dealer License # 323917

60 0 60 0 60 0
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By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Suicidal thoughts are more common 
than many people realize, touching 
people of all ages and backgrounds. For 
some, they appear suddenly during mo-
ments of crisis—financial stress, grief, 
or isolation. For others, they linger qui-
etly, rarely voiced but deeply felt. What 
unites many of these experiences is not 
weakness, but the burden of carrying 
pain alone.

World Suicide Prevention Day was 
observed Wednesday, Sept. 10, and Sep-
tember is recognized as Suicide Pre-
vention Month. It is a reminder that 
suicide is not inevitable. With aware-
ness, compassion and timely support, 
lives can be saved and hope restored.

One Saskatchewan resident recalls a 
period when family conflict and finan-
cial strain left them considering sui-
cide. “I didn’t want to die—I just didn’t 
see a way forward,” they said. It was 
only when a friend noticed changes in 
behaviour and reached out with com-
passion that they sought professional 
help. That simple act likely saved a life.

Mental health experts note suicidal 
thoughts can stem from stress, over-
whelming emotions, or diagnosed 
conditions such as depression, PTSD,
anxiety, or substance use. For some, 
these thoughts feel frightening; for oth-
ers, they may seem like an escape when 
life feels unmanageable.

Hope can be difficult to grasp in de-
spair. Vaclav Havel once wrote, “Hope 
is not the conviction that something
will turn out well, but the certainty 
that something makes sense regardless 
of how it turns out.” For many, hope 
shifts from long-term dreams to smaller 
goals: surviving the next hour, the next 
day, or waiting for tomorrow’s sunrise.

Talking openly about suicidal 
thoughts is a first step to healing. It re-
moves secrecy and shame, and opens 
the door to support. Treatment is not 
one-size-fits-all—different approaches 
work for different people at different 
times—but recovery is possible.

When suicidal thoughts strike, the 
brain often narrows its focus, a pro-
cess called “constricted thinking.” 
Imagining a future can feel impossible. 
Experts recommend breaking it into

smaller steps: making it through a TV 
show, a school class, or a work shift. 
Distractions such as puzzles, music, or 
exercise can help. Keeping photos or re-
minders of loved ones nearby can serve 
as anchors in dark moments. Above 
all, connection is key. Reaching out to 
a friend, family member, clergy, coun-
sellor, or crisis line can open a path to 
safety.

It is also important to remember not 
all suicides are intentional. Overuse of 
substances or medication—even pre-
scribed ones—can sometimes lead to an 
unintentional overdose. Professionals 
urge people not to rely on substances 
for relief and to seek safe supports in-
stead.

Suicidal thoughts should never be
carried alone. Talking about them does 
not plant the idea in others; instead, 
it reduces stigma and invites help. If 
the first person doesn’t understand, 
try another. Some people are better at 
listening, others at acting. Both can be 
lifesaving.

Warning signs can include with-
drawal, mood swings, or talk of hope-
lessness. Prevention begins with 
recognizing these signs and continues
with open conversations that make 
it safe to say, “I’m not okay.” Suicide 
prevention is not just the role of profes-
sionals—friends, neighbours, teachers 
and coworkers all play a part.

Community organizations, schools

and workplaces are increasingly part 
of the solution. Mental health first aid
training, peer support networks and 
crisis lines give ordinary people the
skills to listen, connect and guide loved
ones toward care. Saskatchewan’s
HealthLine 811 and the new 988 Suicide
and Crisis Lifeline in Canada provide
immediate, confidential help 24/7.

“Every conversation matters,” said
one local counselor. “When people
know they’re not alone—that their life 
has meaning—the chance of recovery 
rises dramatically.”

Experts say there are three areas of 
focus: Hope, Help, and Healing. Preven-
tion increases awareness and reduces
stigma. Intervention offers support
when someone is in crisis. Postvention 
provides healing strategies after an at-
tempt or death. Each reminds us that
everyone has a role, whether by listen-
ing, guiding, or fostering supportive 
communities.

In the darkest moments, hope can 
be as small as a caring voice or the 
strength to last one more day. As Sui-
cide Prevention Month continues, com-
munities are called to action: break the 
silence, reach out, and build resilience.

If you or someone you know is strug-
gling with thoughts of suicide, call or 
text 988, Canada’s Suicide and Crisis
Lifeline, for immediate support. In an 
emergency, call 911. Help is always 
within reach.

Breaking the silence on suicidal thoughts: Hope, help, and healing
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that we can show EVERY MLS® listed house for sale,

regardless of which sign is on the front lawn

Melville Listings

Rural Listings

RM of Chruchbridge

MLS®SK996513

$499,000

Land
478.52 Acres

RM of Good Lake

$199,000

Lots 12
Land Only

.45 Acres MLS®SK002108

Sunset Beach

$750,000

152 Criddle Ave.
4-BDM, 3-BATH, 1,920 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK004269

RM of McLeod

$389,000

Land & Buildings
5-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,906 SQ.FT.
16.98 acres MLS®SK007123

RM of McLeod

$699,000

Land & Buildings
4-BDM, 2-BATH, 2,942 SQ.FT.
90.18 acres MLS®SK010198

RM of McLeod

$225,000

Land
81 acres

MLS®SK010546

$120,000

368 - 3rd Ave. E.
2-BDM, 1-BATH, 931 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK010551

Grayson

$60,000

110 Henderson St.
2-BDM, 1-BATH, 660 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK011112
Neudorf

$298,000

310 Main St.
5-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,218 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK012412

  $140,000  

620 Main St.
5-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,696 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK012725

$199,900

345/349 - 3rd Ave. W.
3 Suites, 8-BDM, 4-BATH,

1,950 SQ.FT. MLS®SK012652

  $185,000  

450 - 6th Ave. W.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 988 SQ.FT. 

MLS®SK015484

$75,000

234 - 1st Ave. E.
2-BDM, 1-BATH, 620 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK015060

  $79,900  

109 - 3rd Ave. W.
C1, 2,000 SQ.FT.
MLS®SK009642

Lisa Kirkwood
Residential Specialist

306-728-6789
lkirkwood@remax.net

Shawn Pryhitka
Agriculture Specialist

306-621-9798
spryhitka@remax-yorkton.ca

  $175,900  

118 Montreal St.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,692 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK012936

$459,000

109 - 3rd Ave. W.
3-BDM, 3-BATH, 1,649 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK017384

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

Neudorf

  $115,500  

215 Louis St.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,440 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK017383

$69,000

#407 - 680 - 7th Ave. E.
Studio Suite, 392 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK012082

Cumberland Villas

SOLDSOLD

$147,500

#2 - 555 Dielschneider Rd.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,216 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK014765

SOLDSOLD

$115,000

#418 - 680 - 7th Ave. E.
1-BDM, 1-BATH, 532 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK012088

Cumberland Villas

SOLDSOLD

  $128,000  

375 Scotia St.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,262 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK014348

$125,000

322 - 5th Ave. E.
2-BDM, 1-BATH, 1,192 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK07811

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

By Connie Schwalm
Grasslands News 

Although farming is 
among the most founda-
tional human endeavors, 
innovations that make 
the work of seeding, tend-
ing and harvesting a crop 
more efficient and pro-
ductive have always been 
vital to its success.

And as Norbert Beau-
jot points out, nowhere 
is this truer than in this 
province.

“Saskatchewan is a 
hotbed of innovation, and 
I believe that is because 
this is a tough place to 
farm. With dry land, a 
short growing season and 
a lot of other things going 
against you, you have to 
innovate just to survive.”

For the past 30 years, 
Norbert - who grew up 
on his family’s farm near 
Langbank - has been 
one of those who has re-
sponded to this need for 
innovation. After earning 
his Ag Engineering De-
gree from the University 
of Saskatchewan, Norbert 
returned to the farm and 
took over after his father 
Leon retired in 1985. 

As he farmed these 
familiar fields, Norbert 
began to think about 
ways that the technology 
used for seeding in partic-
ular could be improved. 
At that time, air seeders 
were the top-end technol-
ogy that was available to 
farmers. But as Norbert 
notes, that technology 
was not well-suited for 
planting canola, which 
was becoming an increas-
ingly popular crop. 

“The seeding meth-
ods that were being used 
then didn’t work well for 
canola, and I felt there 
had to be a better way 
to get the seed into the 
ground. It’s important 
that canola be seeded at 
the proper depth, and if 
you could seed without 
having to till first, you 
could take advantage of 
the moisture that is in 
the soil surface in the 
spring.”

Norbert’s determina-
tion to devise a better 
way to seed led him to de-
sign what would become 
the world’s first active 
hydraulic, ground-fol-
lowing, individual row 
opener. This technology 
would allow farmers to 
seed directly into the 
stubble left behind from 
the previous year’s crop 
(in order to minimize soil 
disturbance and conserve 
moisture) while ensuring 
that the seed was being 
planted at the appropri-
ate depth. With the help 
of his friend Brian Kent, 
Norbert constructed a 
prototype and used it to 
seed 1,200 acres on his 
farm.

That prototype became 
the foundational technol-
ogy for Seed Hawk (later 
Väderstad Industries) 
which was established in 

1992 by Norbert and his 
brother Patrick in order 
to manufacture this new 
seeder. Although only six 
units were sold during 
the first year of opera-
tion, farmers who saw the 
technology at the Trade 
Shows where it was being 
marketed recognized its 
potential and demand 
for the seeders began to 
grow.

Later, when the broth-
ers went their separate 
ways, Norbert would go
on to establish SeedMas-
ter (a company owned 
and operated by Norbert 
and his children) in 2002. 
Improvements were made 
to the original opener and 
a series of other innova-
tions all designed to make 
seeding an easier and
more efficient process 
were developed. Then in 
2017 Norbert established 
his third successful com-
pany, DOT Technology 
Corporation in order to
develop the DOT autono-
mous Power Platform. 

In the decades since
he first began working to 
develop a better way to 
seed, Norbert notes that 
the innovations he devel-
oped have been copied or 
acquired by other manu-
facturers and led to wide-
spread acceptance of the 
concept of no-till farming,

“It’s amazing how 
strong the opener has 
become in the industry, 
and it has changed the 
way that a lot of people 
farm. No-till farming has 
become something that 
is widely practiced. The 
patents on the opener 
have expired, so other 
equipment manufactur-
ers have copied what they 
want from that design,
and other innovations 
like the metering system 
that we developed have 
been copied as well. DOT 
Technology Corporation 
was sold to Raven Indus-
tries in 2020 and then 
Raven was acquired by
Case New Holland Indus-
tries in 2021. So, we are 
now twice removed from
DOT. But we were pretty 
excited about that tech-
nology and saw a lot of 
interest in it at that time. 
So, it will be interesting
to see what happens with 
that in the future.”

He adds that even 
some who were initially 
skeptical about these 
innovations have incor-
porated them into their 
own farming operation.
“There was one close 
neighbor that looked at 
the first crop we planted 
using the opener tech-
nology and said, ‘It’ll be 
a cold day in hell before I 
ever farm that way’. But 
that neighbor ended up 
farming that way. So, I 
guess hell is a bit colder 
than it used to be!”

Recently, Norbert 
Beaujot was recognized 
for the innovations he pi-
oneered, as he was one of 
six individuals inducted 

into the Third Annual 
Shortline Legends Hall of 
Fame (a program aimed 
at recognizing success 
in the North American 
Shortline / independent 
agricultural equipment 
manufacturing indus-
try established by Farm 
Equipment magazine). 

Norbert along with the 
other inductees will also
be recognized during the 
the 2025 Farm Equipment 
Manufacturers Assn. 
(FEMA) and Equipment 
Marketing Distribution 
Assn. (EMDA) Joint Con-
vention being held Oct. 
28-30, in Las Vegas.  

As he looks back on
the innovations that he 
has worked to bring for-
ward, Norbert says that a 

willingness to take risks, 
something that is also an 
intrinsic part of farming, 
has been vital to his suc-
cess.

“Taking risks is some-
thing that you learn 
from a very young age
as a farmer. Failures and 
mistakes happen - if they 
don’t happen then you ar-
en’t trying hard enough. 
You’re not taking enough 
risks if you don’t fall on 
your face once in a while. 
And as an innovator you 
also have to take risks. 
You can’t worry about 
what other people think - 
or what you believe that 
they think. You have 
to learn from your mis-
takes and look forward 
to moving on with new
knowledge all the time. 
Of course, you must do 
that in moderation so 
that you can survive 
a fall. But you can’t be 
afraid to take a risk and 
try. That’s worked out for 
me over the years, and I 
don’t think I’d do any-
thing differently even if 
I could.”

A career in innovation
Norbert Beaujot (pictured here on vacation with his 
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Norbert Beaujot 

Sask. innovator honoured
for seeding breakthroughs


