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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Borderland Co-op held 
their 87th Annual General 
Meeting in Moosomin on 
May 22 where staff and the 
board provided members 
with a review of the past 
year, both financially and 
in business operations. 

Financial Report
Shannon Dickens, VP 

of Finance presented the 
audited financial state-
ments which showed sales 
in 2025 were $127.7 million, 
which was just $354,000 
above 2024. Operating ex-
penses increased $800,000 
over last year however to 
$24 million, resulting in a 
loss of just over $1.9 mil-
lion, an improvement of 
almost $1 million the year 
prior. With the FCL Loy-
alty program payments 
and patronage refund 
from Federated Co-op 
Limited (FCL), the sav-

ings before patronage allo-
cations for 2025 was $2.15 
million, compared to $2.44 
million in 2024. A patron-
age payback to members 
totaling $1.88 million was 
approved for 2025, which 
was down from the $1.95 
million paid out in 2024. 
Savings before taxes for 
2025 totaled $276,500, com-
pared to $486,610 in 2024.   

“The biggest changes 
in current assets are the 
decrease in FCL Special 
Deposit and decrease in 
Cash. This money was 
used to assist with fund-
ing the construction of 
the new Kipling C-Store 
and the new Moosomin 
Marketplace. There is 
also an increase in inven-
tory when compared to 
last year. This increase 
is mostly in Lumber and 
Ag Equipment to take ad-
vantage of group buying 
opportunities,” said Dick-
ens. 

The VP of Finance went 

on to say that the most 
significant variances 
in sales were a result of 
fuel prices and a decline 
in sales at the Moosomin 
Marketplace while the 
new store was being con-
structed. Borderland had 
anticipated a 10 per cent 

decrease due to the con-
struction but with the food 
store working to continue 
a high service level, sales 
only declined 5 per cent.

“A decrease in the sell-
ing price per litre of fuel 
when comparing year 
over year. The previous 
year’s average selling 
price per litre was 1.31 
cents per litre and this 
year the selling price 
dropped to an average of 
1.23 cents per litre. That 
eight cent decrease mul-
tiplied over the 40.4 mil-
lion litres of fuel sold this 
year represents a $3.2 mil-
lion dollar sales decrease 
just due to the change in 
street price of fuel. When 
comparing the litres sold 
year over year, our litres 
increased 1.2 million li-
tres. Half of that is from 
the addition of the Kipling 
C-Store in the last fiscal
quarter and the other half
is real growth in litres,”
said Dickens.

When outlining the 
patronage allocation this 
year, Dickens said that 
this year was the first 
time in a very long time 
that the entire Co-op Re-
tail System (CRS) saw a 
significant decrease in 
their patronage allocation 
from FCL. For Borderland 
that was a $1.2 million de-
crease over last year. 

“The good news in this 
story is that since we im-
proved our operations 
before FCL Loyalty and 
Patronage by $925,000 dol-
lars, we were able to come 
through fairly unscathed 
financially from the event 
and show savings and 
member allocations very 
similar to last year,” said 
Dickens. 

Allocations payouts ap-
proved for 2025 were 3 per 
cent on fuel, propane and 
oil; 1.5 per cent on food, 
liquor and confectionary; 
one per cent on hardware 
and lumber, fertilizer and 
ag equipment, seed and 
chemical purchases. Of 
the allocation, 50 per cent 
is being paid out to mem-
bers and the remainder 
applied to the member’s 
equity account, unless the 
members have reached 
their $10,000 equity cap 
or is an overage member. 
In those situations, 100% 
of this year’s allocation is 
being paid out. 

Cheques for allocations 
were mailed out last Fri-
day.

CEO Report
In his report to the 

membership, CEO Jason 
Schenn spoke of the many 
challenges 2024 presented 
on Borderland Co-op, in-
cluding a tax disparity 

between Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan on fuel,
Federated Co-op’s six 
week IT disruption fol-
lowing a cyberattack,
two major construction
projects, inflation, sup-
ply chain issues and new 
threats of a trade war in
2025 with the change in US 
government and also the 
uncertainty surrounding 
Canada’s political leader-
ship and the potential ef-
fects on public policy.

“In 2024 we chose to pri-
marily focus on what we 
can control and attempt
to not overreact to global 
instability and recession
fears. Operationally, this
was successful at the local 
level with most locations
contributing positively to 
operational results. The 
notable exception to this
was our Home and Build-
ing supplies locations. 
This business line contin-
ues to face struggles post 
covid with consumer de-
mand softening and shift-
ing to online platforms 
like Amazon for a larger 
component of their hard-
ware needs. In addition 
to this, the overall num-
ber of skilled trades and 
general contractors in our
communities is declining, 
and competitor lumber
yards from urban centers

- SEE BORDERLAND, 10

Co-op Annual General Meeting

Borderland sees 
progress despite
challenging year
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2025 MARKED 80 YEARS AS A TUBMAN FAMILY BUSINESS

Drive-in bingo
Randy Clark Legacy Park committee members organized a car bingo and bbq fund-

raiser at Twilite Drive-In in Wolseley on May 23. Left to right: Kim Weber, Christine

Clark, Sandy Taylor, Jennifer Brooks and Brenda Stringer. Missing: Eleanor Dahlman.

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Randy Clark Legacy 
Park is nearing comple-
tion, with fundraising in 
progress for the project’s 
final phase.

For the past few years, 
a committee has been 
working to improve the 
outdoor space on the west 
side of Wolseley High 
School. The development 
is a means of honouring 
former teacher Randy 
Clark and encourages 
students and community 
members to carry on his 
legacy of sports involve-
ment. Clark passed away 
from cancer in 2018 but, 
during his 32 years as 
a teacher, he coached 
multiple high school 
teams and served on the 
executive board for two 
regional athletic associa-
tions, making a positive 
impact on those around 
him.

Due to the large scope 
of the Legacy Park proj-
ect, the organizing com-
mittee determined it 
would be completed in 
three phases. Since 2019, 
numerous fundraisers, 
donations and sponsor-

ships have led to the com-
pletion of Phases 1 and 2. 
The site now has a refur-
bished, fenced court for 
basketball and pickleball, 
with a large gazebo beside
it and picnic tables for 
outdoor classroom space.

The group has collected 
nearly enough funds to 
finance the final phase 
but continues to seek sup-
port for the remaining 
amount. This will provide
for installation of a mon-
ument with information 
and donor recognition, a
volleyball net and light-
ing. Landscaping around 
the recreation amenities
would also be completed 
in Phase 3.

On May 23, commit-
tee members partnered 
with Twilite Drive-in to 
host car bingo before a 
showing of Snow White* 
Approximately 50 cars 
lined up in front of the 
big screen for the event, 
eager to claim one of the 
ten prize packages that 
were sponsored by local 
businesses and commit-
tee members. 

In addition to proceeds 
from 175 bingo cards, ad-
ditional funds were raised 
through a hamburger sale

and 50/50 raffle. Many 
participants also stayed 
to enjoy the evening’s en-
tertainment. Bingo at the 
drive-in raised $2,300 for
the park project and orga-
nizers are grateful for the 
community’s support.

Randy Clark’s wife 
Christine is a member of 
the organizing committee 
and said that participants 
came from Wolseley, 
Carry the Kettle First 
Nation, Indian Head and 
Regina.

“It went well, we had a 
lot of compliments on it. 
We were very happy with 
how it went, and it was 
fun!” Clark told Grass-
lands News.

The committee esti-
mates that it will need 
$4,000 to $5,000 to fully
complete the Legacy Park 
project. Pickleball and 
basketball fundraising 
tournaments are being 
tentatively planned in co-
operation with Wolseley 
Recreation Board’s Rock 
the Rink event this sum-
mer. Donations can also 
be arranged by contacting 
Wolseley High School at 
306-698-2591 or Wolseley 
Town Office at 306-698-
2477.

Drive-in car bingo held
to support Legacy Park

Submitted
Grasslands News 

As food prices remain high, the share 
of the food dollar reaching Saskatchewan 
farmers continues to decline.

The Agricultural Producers Associ-
ation of Saskatchewan (APAS) has re-
leased its third Farmers and Food Prices 
report that follows seven key grocery 
products derived from Saskatchewan 
commodities.

“Over the past three years, the situ-
ation has not improved,” notes APAS 
President Bill Prybylski. “Farmers are 
getting less, while consumers continue 
to pay high grocery prices. This year’s 
report isn’t any different, showing a fur-
ther dip in what farmers make from their 
commodities, even though food prices 

are barely budging downward.”
This report comes at a time of eco-

nomic uncertainty and fluctuating 
market conditions. Persistent volatility 
continues to undermine reliable crop and 
livestock price forecasts, leaving produc-
ers in a precarious position. The data in 
the 2025 report highlights year-over-year 
decreases in farm shares and commodity 
prices, underscoring the challenges faced 
by the agriculture industry. For example, 
the changes in farm shares are stark, 
with a 12-point decrease in canola oil.

“At a time when political changes im-
pact the lives of everyday consumers, 
who are increasingly seeking explana-
tions for high food costs, the importance 
of food security and transparency in 
food prices has never been greater,” 
emphasizes Prybylski. “This report un-
derscores the growing concern among 
consumers, who face high retail prices 
yet want to ensure that farmers receive 
a fair and sustainable income.”

APAS continues to champion the need 
for an equitable, accountable, and trans-
parent food system that supports farm-
ers, safeguards consumers and ensures a 
stable food supply. This report provides 
an examination of what farmers earn 
when consumers purchase food prod-
ucts, such as margarine, demonstrating 
the growing disparity between farmgate 
prices and retail costs.

Shrinking share for farmers, 
high food prices for consumers
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As the sitting resumes in the 
House of Commons, Saskatch-
ewan NDP Leader Carla Beck 
sent five letters to a total of nine 
ministers in Carney’s cabinet 
calling for action on Saskatch-
ewan issues that have too often 
been ignored by federal govern-
ments of all stripes. 

“Canadians were incred-
ibly frustrated with Justin 
Trudeau’s government and his 

failure to deliver results on im-
portant files,” said Beck. “It’s 
no secret that this frustration 
was felt more strongly in Sas-
katchewan than anywhere else 
in Canada. 

“We need to see real progress 
on these critical issues facing 
our country. This is a critical 
moment of consensus, where we 
can focus on our future and get 
generational projects built.”   

Beck’s federal priorities in-
clude:  

• Changing the equalization 

formula to be fairer for Sas-
katchewan 

• Making generational invest-
ments in infrastructure to get 
Saskatchewan’s exports to new 
markets, including more rail 
lines, pipelines and power lines 

• Renewing the $10/day child-
care agreement 

• Repealing Bill C-69 and re-
vising the Clean Electricity Reg-
ulations 

• Building a stronger rela-
tionship with Indigenous peo-
ples based on action, not just 

promises 
• Protecting workers and 

businesses from the impact of 
tariffs while working day and 
night to get them removed 

“The new Prime Minister has 
committed to a new approach, 
and I am optimistic that his 
commitment will be met by real 
action by this new government 
on the issues that matter most 
to people in my province,” Beck 
said. 

“Our economy needs to be 
more resilient in the face of 

Donald Trump’s threats and
the people of Western Canada
deserve to see a bright future 
for themselves by staying in a 
strong and united Canada.”    
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Looking for the dead

rods have typically been used to located water underground. 

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

As he walked slowly across an an-
cient burial ground in Fort Qu’Appelle 
with copper dousing rods in his hands, 
Brian Donbrook claims he could find the 
exact spot of unmarked graves beneath 
the manicured grass.

Traditionally the rods are used to 
locate water but practitioners such as 
Donbrook believe they can also point 
to traces of buried human remains. The 
uses of dousing rods, or divining rods 
as they are sometimes called, is highly 
debated with skeptics suggesting there 
is no empirical evidence to prove they 
work. But as Donbrook walked across 
the graveyard the rods vibrated and 
crossed at five-foot intervals which he 
said indicated something was buried 
below the surface. 

“I have no idea how they work, but as 
you can see for yourself this place is full 
of graves and the rods point to them,” the 
retired Regina chiropractor said as he 
handed this reporter the devices to use. 
Once you have them in your own hands 

it is easy to believe something is happen-
ing as they spin out of control on their 
own. But unless you can actually dig and
prove that it is a grave – or something 
else– the rod points to underground – it 
is perhaps wise to keep a healthy dose of 
skepticism. 

Still Donbrook insists some practi-
tioners can not only locate graves but 
can identify whether the remains they
have found are those of a male or a fe-
male. “I do this just for the fun of it,” he 
said.

A plaque on the monument that
marks the sacred ground on Segwun Av-
enue that was erected by the File Hills 
Chiefs Association next to the provincial
courthouse suggests the graves belong to 
those who died during the Treaty 4 nego-
tiations in 1874. There is no record that 
anyone died during those negotiations. 

When the site was uncovered in 1985 
it was determined the graves were in a 
short-lived Anglican cemetery opened 
in the 1850s by an Indigenous mission-
ary Charles Pratt. It had long been aban-
doned by the time Treaty 4 negotiations 
began. 

Dousing for the dead
Man claims he can locate human remains using 

copper rods typically used to find water

Beck calls for action on Sask. priorities in letters to federal ministers
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By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Métis citizens in Saskatchewan have elected their 
leadership for the next four years.

Métis-Nation Saskatchewan (MN-S) represents Métis 
citizens throughout the province, acting on behalf of 
their interests in various aspects of society. MN-S is 
governed by the Métis-Nation Legislative Assembly. 
This is partly comprised of a provincial council, which 
includes an executive committee and elected represen-
tatives from 12 regions of the Saskatchewan. Elections 
are held every four years and Métis citizens age 16 and 
older are eligible to vote. This year, advanced polls were 
held during the first two weeks of May and the final 
election day was May 24.

Unofficial results were posted to MN-S website by 
Monday morning and indicated that Glen H. McCallum 
had been reelected as president. The unofficial results 
showed Michelle Ann Leclair receiving 1788 votes for 
vice president and Karen A. Larocque receiving 1706. 
Votes for treasurer were also close, with 1248 for Jer-
emy (DJ) Denomie and 1205 for Dale McAuley, as were 
the votes for Eastern Region 2, with 96 in favor of Brent 
Wilfred John Digness and 94 for Nancy Jayne Duns. 
Recounts will be completed for these candidates, with 
official results released within the next two weeks.

The Grasslands News coverage area is primarily 
within Eastern Region 2A and 3 (ER2A and ER3).

Broadview, Grayson, and Melville are included in 
ER2A. Tim J. W. Roussin did not submit his name for 
another term, but three other candidates sought to fill 
his place: Derek (Porky) Langan, Darcy Raymond Lep-
owick and Gary Allan Pelletier. Lepowick, who is from 
Yorkton, received 138 votes and was elected to represent 
ER2A in the upcoming term.

ER3 encompasses a large area from the Manitoba 
border in the east to Regina, and from the province’s 
southern border north to Foam Lake. This includes the 
towns of Whitewood, Kipling, Grenfell, Wolseley, Indian 
Head, Fort Qu’Appelle and many other communities 
served by Grasslands newspapers. There were two can-
didates for ER3 in the recent election: incumbent Marg 
Louise Friesen and Valerie Raye McLeod. Friesen was 
reelected with 156 votes, while McLeod received only 41. 
Friesen had previously been reelected by acclamation 
in 2021. She is from the Qu’Appelle Valley and resides 
in Indian Head.

Elected
Darcy Lepowick (left) has been elected as the Métis-Nation – Saskatchewan representative for ER2A 

while incumbent Marg Friesen (right) will continue to represent ER3.

Local area reps
chosen during 
MS-N election

Submitted
Grasslands News 

Canada’s teacher organization 
presidents from across Canada met 
in Saskatchewan on  May 25 and 26 
to discuss protecting public educa-
tion across Canada. The discussion 
focused on two critical concerns: the 
ongoing challenges with teacher re-
tention and recruitment, and the 
rising incidents of violence and ag-
gression in schools.

The presidents from the national 
and provincial teacher’s organiza-
tions affirmed their shared commit-
ment to public education and called 
for governments to invest in teach-
ers, student supports, and safer 
school environments.

The presidents’ stance is rein-
forced by recent findings from the 
Canadian Teachers’ Federation 
(CTF/FCE). Results of the CTF/FCE 
2024 Parachute Survey highlight the 
seriousness of the situation:

• Nearly 80 percent of teachers re-
port difficulty managing unpredict-
able and increasing workloads; and 

70 percent identify poor working 
conditions as a significant factor.

• 95 percent of educators observe 
that staff shortages are negatively 
affecting students, with the most 
serious impacts being unmet aca-
demic needs and reduced access to 
specialized supports.

• 55 percent of educators report 
having experienced violence or ag-
gression in the past year.

• Of those who reported inci-
dents, only 25 percent indicate that 
appropriate action was taken by 
safety committees or officers, while 
school administrators report being 
overwhelmed.

“These findings reflect mount-
ing pressure on teachers and the 
broader public education system. 
Teachers and students across Can-
ada deserve safe, supportive envi-
ronments for working and learning, 
yet many continue to face difficult 
conditions and challenges that af-
fect both student well-being and 
learning outcomes. Without imme-
diate action, the profession risks 
losing more qualified, experienced 

teachers, making it challenging to
recruit and retain new educators.
Current challenges are pushing
educators out of the profession and
making it less appealing to those
considering it,” said the teacher’s
organizations in a statement. “It’s
not too late to turn this around but
growing issues like school violence
need urgent attention.”

Together, the presidents are call-
ing on all provincial and territorial
governments as well as the Council
of Ministers of Education, Canada to
take immediate action for the good
of students across this country. Key
priorities include:

• Reducing class sizes to allow for
meaningful instruction and student
support.

• Increasing numbers of educa-
tion specialists and support staff in
schools.

• Addressing class complexity
and ensuring safer learning envi-
ronments.

• Transparent reporting of vio-
lent incidents, including actions
taken.

Educational leaders outline concerns
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Register Your Float for Parade Days! 

Register for the Town Wide Garage Sale 

Join the Bloom Brigade this Spring! 

Tourist Booth Volunteers Needed

306-695-2742

Town Page

Upcoming Community Events

May 15 – Orders due for Shriners Rose Day

May 22 – Newcomer Information Session with

   Regina Open Door Society

May 24 – Town Wide Garage Sale

May 24 – Bell Barn Lobster Supper

May 24 – Indian Head Golf “Night Golf”

June 3 – Shriners Rose Day Pick Up

June 8 – Indian Head Minor Ball Day

June 8 – Stampede with the Broncs

June 11 – Indian Head Rockets Tribute Game

June 14 – Curling Club Cornhole Tournament

75th Anniversary

Indian Head Rockets Tribute Game

Foundation pour for new pharmacy

the concrete for the foundation of the new pharmacy that is being built on Desmond Street next to 

By Shaynee Modien
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

Measles, a disease thought to be eradicated in Can-
ada since 1998, is once again posing a problem in the 
Great White North. This highly contagious disease has 
even brought a mild surge in cases to the middle of the 
prairies in Saskatchewan.

Dr. David Torr, a Medical Health Officer for the 
Southwest region of the Saskatchewan Health Author-
ity (SHA), has stated that there have been 45 reported 
measles cases in Saskatchewan from mid-March to mid-
May this year, compared to a total of just two cases be-
tween the years 2015 to 2024.

Despite this, Saskatchewan has been doing a good job 
of getting the word out, with Dr. Torr noting, “We’ve 
had relatively good immunization rates in the mid to 
high 80 per cent range, but not quite yet at the 95 per 
cent needed to attain good protection of the population.”

The SHA continues to urge people to arrange a time 
to attend public health offices and get their free shots. 
Vaccinations can also be obtained at certain clinics in 
the province where public health offices are unavail-
able. 

Getting your measles immunization shots not only 
protects you but helps prevent the spread of the disease. 

With an increase in immigration from around the 
world, the Saskatchewan Health Authority has been 
translating health updates into languages other than 
English to better assist newcomers to the province. 

While Canada continues to make vaccinations a pri-
ority, there are some countries in the world where mea-
sles vaccinations are not available. 

In Saskatchewan, the provincial government does 
not mandate vaccinations for those who have recently 
arrived in the province, but it strongly advises and en-

courages people to get vaccinated says Dr. Torr.
According to Dr. Torr, the measles surge in Canada 

can be attributed to a few key factors. Firstly, a decline 
in vaccination rates globally has contributed to the 
spread of the disease. Additionally, increased travel 
across the world has enabled the virus to spread more 
easily. 

Dr. Torr says the current number of cases in the 
province is a “moving target,” and advised people to 
check the SHA website for exposure updates. www.

saskhealthauthority.ca/measles
A recent risk update from the Public Health Agency

of Canada has suggested that if the increase in measles
continues, it could mean Canada would lose its status
as a country with eradicated measles.

Dr. Torr, however, remains optimistic, pointing out
that Saskatchewan has relatively good immunization 
rates, even with a minor reduction in immunization. 

His message is simple: “The more people we get vac-
cinated, the less we shall see it.”

Immunization rates 
key to combating 
measles in Sask.

Increased cases are being 
reported throughout province
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Mixed results as 
Sask. Growth Plan 
hits halfway point

By Brad Brown
Grasslands News 

It’s been a good half-decade in Saskatchewan if you’re 
a cattle farmer, or a potash or uranium miner.

For the rest of us, at least as measured against the Sas-
katchewan Party’s much-hyped 2020-30 Saskatchewan 
Growth Plan, not so much.

But first, the good news.
The provincial government’s growth plan, as an-

nounced in November 2019, included 30 goals to reach 
by the time the calendar turned to 2030.

Among those was a target to grow livestock cash re-
ceipts to $3 billion annually by 2030 – a mission that has 
already been achieved, and then some.

Government data shows livestock cash receipts for 
Saskatchewan producers hit $3.53 billion 2023 and in-
creased further to $3.92 billion in 2024, nearly doubling 
the revenue generated in 2020.

The Sask. Party also pledged to grow uranium sales 
to $2 billion, with the actual figure reaching $2.6 billion 
in 2024, and further to increase potash sales to $9 billion, 
both by the year 2030.

And while a soft world market for potash has kept 
global prices down for a prolonged period – Saskatch-
ewan sold approximately half its target dollar figure 
worth of potash last year – the province did set a record 
for volume of potash sold, indicating meaningful prog-
ress on this file too.

Across the board, these figures create investment 
and employment in our province and deserve to be cel-
ebrated.

What they also do is mask a number of the provincial 
government’s failures to deliver on substantial promises 
it made when it released its growth plan.

Most prominently is the Saskatchewan Party’s 2019 
commitment to maintain a balanced budget throughout 
the 2020s.

For those of you keeping score at home, our govern-
ment went on to deliver five consecutive deficit budgets 
totaling $6.2 billion, before pitching a $12.2 million sur-
plus for 2025-26.

Could those deficits – this despite a nearly $1.1 billion 
increase (52 per cent or so) in provincial sales tax reve-
nue since 2020 – be the reason Premier Scott Moe and Co. 
have also left our local governments in the lurch when it 
comes to revenue sharing?

While it’s been trendy for the province to promote “re-
cord” revenue sharing with municipalities over the past 
few years, what the talking heads never mention is that 
Moe promised $2.5 billion in annual municipal revenue 
sharing by 2030.

The most partisan and optimistic commentators on 
this file would happily hitch their wagon to the $361.8 
million in revenue sharing as of Jan. 1 – a record figure, 
and up 30 per cent from the same date five years ago.

The more grounded take is that annual revenue shar-
ing needs to increase approximately 800 per cent from 
its current growth rate in order to meet that $2.5 billion 
target.

And spoiler alert if you’re betting on either slim or 
none regarding the chances of that happening: Slim just 
left the building.

Then there’s the matter of population growth.
We were told Saskatchewan would be home to 1.4 mil-

lion people by 2030.
This, the story went, would increase our tax base, the 

number of workers available to employers and, by ex-
tension, the overall amount of financial investment in 
Saskatchewan. 

What this target didn’t account for was 28 consecutive
quarters of negative interprovincial migration under 
Moe’s leadership.

While our population has continued to grow overall, 
it’s done so entirely on the back of international migra-
tion.

And then, once people arrive here, they don’t stay.
Case in point: Statistics Canada figures show Sas-

katchewan has netted a loss of 56,135 more residents 
to other provinces than have moved here from within
Canada since Jan. 1, 2018, though the overall provincial 

population has grown by 81,483 people since Jan. 1, 2020.
Taken altogether, Saskatchewan remains on pace to 

miss the government’s population target by nearly 68,000 
people or approximately 30 per cent based on its starting 
point of 1.17 million, and would need to double its growth 
rate of the last five years in order to reach that 2030 goal.

(We’ll set aside, for now, the entirely predictable is-
sues around overcrowded schools and hospitals that 
have come with even this modest growth in recent 
years.)

While it would be foolish, regardless of government, 
to throw the baby out with the bath water just for the 
sake of it, it’s also never a bad idea to consider whether 
we collectively are getting what we were promised.

And in this case, the results are decidedly mixed for 
most of us who don’t work in a few select industries.



Federal judges in the US have 
been receiving hundreds of 
unwanted pizza deliveries
since February, but these are 
certainly not random acts of 
kindness. The judges say the 
pizza deliveries are threaten-
ing, and largely going to judges 
overseeing lawsuits that 
are challenging Trump 
administration policies. 
Some have even been 
delivered to relatives of 
judges. This is being seen as a 
warning that ‘they’ know where these judges live 
and where their families are. This is an adminis-
tration that has been brazen in its attacks on the 
judiciary.

Of course, some people will say ‘just accept the 
gift’, such as President Trump says he will do after 
Qatar offered to gift him a $400 million luxury jet 
that he basically gets to keep if he ever leaves the 
Presidency. He compared it to someone saying a 
putt is a ‘gimee.’ He said anyone would be crazy 
not to accept such a gift and walk to the next hole. 
Others know that Qatar is not doing that for noth-
ing. Trump has claimed this trip to the Middle East 
as looking for business deals for America, but too 
many see it being marked by potential private busi-
ness deals that will greatly enhance the interests of 
his inner circle. Since the aircraft is 14 years old, it 
will require millions (maybe up to $1 billion) for a 
makeover to meet standards for Air Force One.

For the first time ever, cardinals have named 
an American to be the new pope. Robert Francis 
Prevost, 69, received votes from at least 89 of the 133 
cardinals in the conclave, a two-thirds majority, 
to become the new pontiff. Although he is a regis-
tered Republican, he has publicly been a critic of 
Trump, which is why the President did not want 
to see him as the Pope. An online source said, “No-
body thought the Pope would ever be an American, 
but that’s how much the Vatican didn’t want to pay 
the tariff.”

A 75-year-old Illinois man has had an unusual 
surgery. Fifty-one years ago, Arthur Lampitt 
smashed his 1963 Thunderbird into a truck. His 
fractured hip drew attention away from his injured 
arm, which eventually healed. Recently, the arm 
started getting bigger and began hurting. He saw a 
doctor who 
removed a 7-inch turn signal lever from his left 
arm.

A motorist called the Ogden (Utah) Police Dept. 
to report a reckless driver. Police located the 
vehicle but backed off, ending what could have 
been a wild chase. Soon, a crash was reported and 
they found the same vehicle. Neither the driver, 
a 7-year-old boy, nor his passenger, a 5-year-old 
sister, were injured. In fact, they scrambled out of 
the car and flipped off the driver of the car they hit. 
Their mother, Whitney Bush, was awakened by the 
police at her home about 10 miles away. She insists 
that all four children were asleep when she had 
checked. While police have not pressed charges due 
to the boy’s age, Bush says she is requiring him to 
perform community service for neighbors. She ad-
mits her son has had some “behavioral issues,” but 
was denied help because he was “too young.” 

A NHS worker in the UK has been awarded 
close to £30,000 (CAD $55,000) because a former 
colleague  compared her to Star Wars bad guy Darth 
Vader. In the UK, the NHS (National Health Ser-
vice) is a publicly funded healthcare system. Lorna 
Rooke said in 2021 a co-worker took a Star Wars-
themed Myers-Briggs personality test on her behalf. 
The test likens participants to one of the franchise’s 
characters. Rooke, a blood donation bank employee, 
was given Darth Vader — the Sith lord widely 
viewed as one of the most powerful, hated villains 
of the franchise — as her personality doppelganger. 
She claimed, apparently successfully, that her col-
league, Amanda Harber, had neither permission to 
take the test in her name nor to distribute the re-
sults to other staff members.  As a result of the quiz, 
Rooke was made to feel widely disliked, which con-
tributed to her low mood and led her to feel anxious 
in the workplace.

Near Uskegee, Ala., a runaway kangaroo 
named Sheila shut down a stretch of interstate 
highway before troopers and the animal’s owner 
“wrangled the wayward marsupial.” Macon County 
Sheriff Andre Brunson said that no one believed 
the call about a kangaroo. Patrick Starr, the owner, 
used a dart to tranquilize the animal. Starr’s family 
runs a pumpkin patch and petting zoo, but Sheila is 
just a personal pet.

“Old age has come at a terrible time. Just as I 
was starting to know it all, I’m now forgetting ev-
erything i knew.”

Ain’t that the truth? Keep reading between the 
lines, and maybe something will stick…

Gene Hauta 

It’s a Strange World
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By Connie Schwalm
Grasslands News 

Whenever we choose to live, work 
or simply walk into a building, we 
trust that the building is safe and 
sufficient for the purpose that drew 
us inside it.

So, few would argue that having 
a minimum standard for buildings 
constructed in the province is a bad 
thing, or that the National Building 
Code could not serve well as that 
standard.

However, as Bob Baker, owner of 
Professional Building Inspections 
(PBI), a private company which is 
contracted to provide Building In-
spection Services by approximately 
200 municipalities in the province 
notes, “The Building Code is a Na-
tional Code, but not all provinces 
use the Building Code as their stan-
dard. So, the Building Code means 
nothing without provincial legisla-
tion behind it.”

In Saskatchewan, The Construc-
tion Codes Act (CC Act) and Reg-
ulations which came into force on 
January 1, 2022 made the most recent 
versions of the National Building 
Code, the National Energy Code for 
Buildings and the National Plumb-
ing Code the construction standards 
for the province. 

 Furthermore, in a document re-
leased by the provincial government 
entitled “The Construction Codes 
Act and Rural Communities” it 
states that “compliance with the CC 
Act and construction standards is a 
shared responsibility” that is based 
on five principles. The Government 
of Saskatchewan is responsible for 
the legislative, regulatory and pol-
icy framework. Local authorities 
such as municipalities are responsi-
ble for administration and enforce-
ment. Those local authorities are 
are therefore required to hire or 
contract and appoint Building Offi-
cials to work for them. Contractors, 
architects and engineers work for 
building owners.

Building owners – under the cur-
rent legislation - are responsible for 
compliance.

This means that a building owner 
must comply not only with provin-
cial legislation and the construction 
standards that it sets, but also with 
the Building Bylaws in their munic-
ipality.

And knowing what compliance 
will cost can be difficult.

Under the CC Act all municipali-

ties are required to have a Building 
Bylaw, and as Bill Hawkins (Sas-
katchewan Government Relations 
– Building & Technical Standards)
explains, a bylaw was provided 
through legislation to any munici-
pality that did not write its own. 

“In the past, we would often, get
calls from a municipality that didn’t 
have a Building Bylaw, and they 
were trying to do things retroac-
tively because someone was build-
ing something wrong or building 
something they didn’t approve of.
So, we would get that call asking, 
‘How can we get control of this?’ 

“So, we drafted a model bylaw 
and provided it to every municipal-
ity in the province that did not have 
a Building Bylaw in place. We said,
‘Here’s a model. You can improve 
upon it, fix it, amend it to suit your 
needs. But if you don’t do that, the 
model bylaw will automatically be-
come your Building Bylaw as of Jan-
uary 1, 2023’.”

He notes that the Building Bylaw 
a municipality writes is reviewed
and approved by the provincial gov-
ernment’s  Building & Technical 
Standards Branch. 

“We approve municipality’s
Building Bylaws and the reason we 
do that is that we don’t want munic-
ipalities – large or small – writing 
provisions in a Building Bylaw that 
conflict with the CC Act. And we’ve 
seen that happen. A municipality 
will decide – ‘Oh we can write our 
own Building Bylaw, so we’ll write 
whatever we want to into it.”And 
we’ve seen some silly things written 
into Building Bylaws. Most often, 
the municipality is trying to write 
zoning provisions into the Build-
ing Bylaw, and there’s whole other 
piece of legislation that applies to
community planning and zoning. 
So, we try to keep municipalities in 
the right lane when they’re talking 
about Building Codes and Building 
Bylaws.” 

However, the fees charged by mu-
nicipalities for Building Permits, as 
well as the fees charged by Building 
Officials and private companies like 
PBI which provide this service to 
municipalities, are not subject to 
such oversight.

Baker explains that generally, 
fees for the services his company 
provides are incorporated into the 
Building Permit fee.

“The fees for everything that we 
do are charged to the municipality, 
and the municipality recovers those 

cost through the Building Permit 
Fee. So, the owner’s costs associated 
with Plan Approval and Building 
Inspection should be included in the 
Building Permit Fee that an owner 
pays when they receive that permit.”

But he points out that additional 
fees might arise and notes that leg-
islation allows municipalities to add 
any unpaid fees to an owner’s tax
roll.

“If an inspection fails, there may 
be a re-inspection. Or if an owner 
decides to change something or add 
to the project, there may need to be 
an additional inspection, and there 
will be additional fees for extra in-
spections like that. The fees for extra 
inspections will not be build into the 
building permit fee. And if there is 
a situation where there has been a 
legal order against the property, 
there may be additional fees asso-
ciated with that. The CC Act is set 
up so that these additional fees can
be billed to the owner and added to 
their taxes if they are not paid.”

Baker goes on to say that fees 
charged by companies like his can 
vary, depending on how the com-
pany chooses to determine their 
fees.

“There’s a lot of difference in
Saskatchewan in the way that fees 
for the services we provide are cal-
culated. With residential projects 
for example, we charge according to 
the different project type. But other 
service providers charge according 
to the value of construction. So, for 
the same house, that company would 
look at the cost of building that 
house and can charge according to 
that. But we look at the type of proj-
ect that it is and the square footage 
of the house, since that determines
how many inspections we’ll need to 
do.”

Moreover, Hawkins says that 
each municipality is able to decide 
how much it will charge for a Build-
ing Permit fee. 

“We do not set Building Permit 
fees, that fee is determined by the 
municipality. And the method used 
to determine the cost of a Building 
Permit varies from municipality to 
municipality.  Sometimes, these fees 
are based on the cost of construc-
tion. For example, here in Regina, 
I think that the Building Permit fee 
is around $8/$1000 of construction 
value. So, if you have a $300,000 con-
struction project, the Building Per-
mit fee will be $2400. 

Building bureaucracy part 4 – The cost of compliance 



By Brad Brown
Grasslands News 

After almost four 
weeks on life support, the 
Saskatchewan Library 
Association’s Regional 
Parks Lending Program 
has been given a stay of 
execution for at least one 
more year.

The program, which 
was launched as a pilot 
project in 2022, allows li-
brary patrons to borrow a 
park pass – valid at any of 
Saskatchewan’s regional 
parks – for up to seven 
days at a time, covering 
the cost of daily or weekly 
park entry fees.

In late April the three-
year partnership between 
the Saskatchewan Librar-
ies Association (SLA), 
Saskatchewan Regional 
Parks Association (SRPA) 
and Saskatchewan Parks 
and Recreation Associa-
tion (SPRA) appeared to 
be over when local librar-
ies announced the pro-

gram would not run again 
in 2025 due to “funding 
challenges.”

Then, May 22, the re-
gional parks group issued 
a news release announc-
ing the program would in 
fact return for this year, 
though it noted that “for 
the long-term sustain-
ability of the program, 
funding options are being 
explored.”

SRPA executive direc-
tor Michelle Giesbrecht 
told Grasslands News 
on Tuesday that the pro-
gram’s future was placed 
in doubt when the SPRA – 
which is funded in part by 
Sask. Lotteries – offered a 
reduced amount of fund-
ing to buy and distribute 
the passes for 2025.

“There were some cuts 
within the association 
that was providing that 
funding for us, then what 
happened was we had to 
wait for our annual gen-
eral meeting to take a vote 
from the membership 
whether we could carry 
the program forward our-
selves for just this year,” 
said Giesbrecht.

The regional parks 
board approved the mo-
tion to take on an in-
creased financial role 
and keep the program 
going for this year, while 
also accepting a reduced 
amount of support from 
the SPRA.

Giesbrecht added that 
individual parks are also 
foregoing their share 
of the revenue from the 
passes purchased this 
year, another change from 
previous years.

“The parks typically 
would get remuneration 
for the passes that were 
sold but they will not be 
getting that this year. 
They were kind enough to 
just approve the program 
as is,” she said.

News of the lending 
program’s revival was 
welcomed with open arms 
in White City, where li-
brary board chair Justine 
Walton said their allo-
cation of passes has rou-
tinely been fully booked 
throughout the summer 
months.

“We were all disap-
pointed to hear of the 
challenges with funding,” 
Walton told Grasslands 
News. “We were told just 
to wait and in the mean-
time we said we would 
even buy passes just for 
our own library, but we’re 
very, very, very grateful 
to hear there is new fund-
ing for this program.

“It’s been a very popu-
lar program.”

Yes, even in White City 
where the closest regional 
parks (at Montmartre, 
Avonlea and Weyburn) 
are almost an hour’s drive 
away.
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306-352-2552
CALL COLLECT

“Doing a smiling business for over a decade and a half”

Tru-Fit Denture Clinic
For all your denture needs:

Housing Available
Melville, Yorkton, and Canora

goodspirit.ha@gov.sk.ca or 
1-833-583-HOME for more info

Everyone deserves a home!

  1-833-583-HOME (4663)

Michael J. Litschko, RMT
- MASSAGE THERAPIST -

SATURDAYS: 
8:00 A.M. TO NOON

APPOINTMENTS: 

Business Hours: Tues. - Sat. 
8:30 a.m. -  5:30 p.m.  Closed Noon

• Deli Meats

•  Jerky 

•Barbecue Needs

• Liquor Vendor 
Spirits &Wines

Grayson, SK
Phone: 306 794-2113

CARE AND WELLNESS +  DIRECTORY

Tammy Oryschak
306-720-0789

perSUNalizedbyTammy@gmail.com

Rachelle Schill
Registered Nurse - Foot Care Nurse

Relief and maintenance of 
callusing, corns, ingrown, 

thickened toenails and
hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

Relief and maintenance of 
callusing, corns, ingrown,

thickened toenails and
hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

“I remember with pro-
vincial parks when you 
could just go there that 
weekend if you happened 
to have time you didn’t 
think you had, plunk your 
kids on a picnic table and 
book a site,” she said. 
“Now that competition for 

provincial park space is 
almost too much, and you 
get people who are book-
ing spaces at two or three 
parks for the same week-
end ... but that leaves a lot 
of us out of the loop when 
they’re just eating the cost 
of the cancellation fee.”

Passes will be avail-
able at libraries across the 
province beginning June 
16 and ending Sept. 15.

Passes are available on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis and must be ob-
tained in person at a local 
library branch.

Regional park pass library 
program revived for 2025

Turtle tanning

the area has been enjoying for the last week. Turtles are a common site 
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NOW HIRING
FULL-TIME, PART-TIME 
& CASUAL POSITIONS
AT ANY OF OUR LOCATIONS

For more information contact 
Human Resources at 

306-435-4669 
or email

careers@borderland.crs

MOOSOMIN | ROCANVILLE | WHITEWOOD
BROADVIEW | GRENFELL | KIPLING

We offer scheduling that  
works for everyone from 

students to seniors!

SCAN THIS CODE 
TO SEE OUR JOB 

LISTINGS

Borderland
Moosomin | Rocanville | Maryfield | Whitewood | Broadview | Grenfell | Kiplingaaaaa
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306-435-3313 |   
Moosomin, SK  |  www.celebrationford.com 

MOONROOF | DURAMAX DIESEL

  
$362 SALE $94,900

33,000 KMS

WEEKLY | OAC 5T134A

2024 CHEV SILVERADO

HIGH COUNTRY

6.7L DIESEL | ONE OWNER

SALE $38,900
261,000 KMS  5T100A

2012 FORD F-250

LARIAT

OFF-ROAD READY | LEATHER INTERIOR

  
$201 SALE $51,900

52,000 KMS

WEEKLY | OAC 5S114A

2023 FORD BRONCO

OUTER BANKS

LOW KMS | TOW PACKAGE

  
$213 SALE $54,900

33,500 KMS

WEEKLY | OAC 5S137A

2022 FORD F-150

KICK OFF TO Come check out our 
inventory at your family Ford 

store in Moosomin, SK!
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“But some municipal-
ities charge more than 
that. Other municipalities 
and building officials have 
more complex fee sched-
ules, where they charge a 
certain amount for Plan 
Review, a specific amount 
for each inspection and a 
certain amount for travel. 
And if they are required 
to work outside of normal 
hours, they may charge a 
premium for that.” 

Consequently, Baker 
observes that estimates 
are provided to owners 
wanting to budget for their 
building project – by the 
municipality - on a case-by-
case basis.

“When an owner con-
tacts us, asking for an es-
timate of what our fees 
for their project would be, 
what I normally do is let the 
municipality know what 
our fees would be, and then 
the municipality can let the 
owner know what the Build-
ing Permit fee would be. 
The reason for that is that 
we have a standard amount 
that we would charge. But 
it is the municipality that 
decides what it will charge 
for a Building Permit fee. 
So, we can’t really answer 
for every municipality on 
what the Building Permit 
fee would be.” 

Hawkins also notes that 
while some guidance on 
fees is provided to munic-
ipalities, the government 
will not interfere in some-
thing that Hawkins says is 
“market driven.”

“The only guidance that 
we provide to municipali-
ties and Building Officials 
on fees is that this is a fee 
for service and is not to be 
used as a money-generat-
ing thing like a tax. That 
fee should cover the cost of 
providing the Plan Review, 
all of the inspections and 

overhead of government 
(office space, benefits paid 
to employees etc.) And a 
Building Official should 
expect to earn enough to 
cover their costs.

 “We do not get involved 
in fee schedules. That’s also 
a market driven initiative. 
A municipality can go to 
the marketplace and look 
for these services. And if 
they find better value from 
another service provider, 
they can take advantage of 
that.” 

He points out that his 
department does recom-
mend that a municipality 
should be ready to justify
its fee.

“The one thing we rec-
ommend is that the mu-
nicipality collect the fee 
and be ready to explain it.
If I’m a ratepayer and I go 
to the municipal office to 
apply for my Building Per-
mit, they need to be able to 
hand over to me a schedule 
that tells me what I’ll pay
for my Building Permit 
and be able to defend it and 
explain that schedule. The 
fees should not be exces-
sive or nit-picky. When the 
owner picks up their Build-
ing Permit, they should 
know what the fee is and
what variables are in the 
front end.”

However, Hawkins 
admits that the only re-

course that a ratepayer 
who believes the fees being 
charged are “excessive or 
nit-picky” has – is to appeal 
to the same local authority 
that set those fees in the 
first place.

“If a ratepayer doesn’t 
understand or agree with 
the fee being charged, then 
they need to go back to the 
municipality and have a 
conversation with them. 
Those fees should only be 
in effect because the mu-
nicipality has a contract 
with the Building Official 
or has a Building Official 
on staff or has written it 
into their Building Bylaw. 
So, it is the municipality 
that is responsible for the 
fees. It’s a market-driven 
business that way, and we 
don’t interfere in the mar-
ketplace like that.”

For anyone embarking 
on a building project, the 
Building Permit fee and 
other additional fees asso-
ciated with construction 
standards are only some 
of the figures that must be 
considered. Other costs of 
construction have risen 
dramatically over the past 
few years. Does the cost 
of compliance have a sig-
nificant impact on the de-
cision to go ahead with a 
construction project? Next 
week, we will endeavor to 
answer that question. 

Building bureaucracy issues in Saskatchewan
- continued from page 7

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

The property that once 
housed Old Fashioned 
Foods in Fort Qu’Appelle 
has been converted into 
the Elan Beauty & Spa. 

The staff of its four li-
censed estheticians are 

dedicated to making cus-
tomers look their very 
best. 

M a n a g e r  W e n d y
Nguyen came to Canada 
from Ho Chi Minh City 
four years ago and has op-
erated spas in Alberta and 
in Regina before moving
to Fort Qu’Appelle. 

“Fort Qu’Appelle is an 
ideal location. There is 
a market here for mani-
cures and pedicures,” she 
said. “Before, everyone in 
the valley had to drive to
Regina for professional 
styling and makeup. Now 
it is available in Fort 
Qu’Appelle. I love it here.” 

Included in the spa 
services is a basic head 
massage with grapefruit 
essential oil which cleans 
the hair and is said to 
build full body. “It leaves 
the scalp refreshed, re-
laxed and beautifully 
managed,” says Nguyen. 

The facility has six
bays which cater to both 
women and men. A basic 
head massage costs $40 
for a relaxing half hour 
makeover The Deluxe 
Head spa costs $79 for an 
hour but until June 17 
Elan Beauty and Spa is of-
fering up to a 20 per cent 
discount on its various
treatments as an opening 
special. 

New spa in valley helps customers look their very best

New spa
This two-year-old and her mom enjoyed a full

which is celebrating its grand opening.      
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Trust us with 
what matters 
most.

215 - 3rd Ave. W., Melville, SK 306.728.2165
www.trustmarkinsurance.ca

HOME | AUTO | FARM | BUSINESS | LIFE & HEALTH

METAL ROOFING & SIDING
1-306-731-2066 www.versaframe.ca

CUSTOM TRIM & FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES

ARM RIVER METALS

700 FRONT ST, WOLSELEY, SK    306.698.2344

WE’RE BACK!
We are happy to announce that we’ve hired 

Journeyman Mechanic

Joseph Bonk
 WE’LL BE RETURNING TO REGULAR HOURS

Closed over noon hour and weekends

are now offering build services in our communities 
but do not utilize local trades and material suppliers 
for these projects. Not a great recipe for operational 
sustainability if these trends continue,” Schenn said 
during his report.

The CEO did have some positive things to point out 
in his report, including outlining the positive impact 
Borderland has on many communities through em-
ployment, property taxes and support of local groups, 
events and organizations. 

“We are very aware of the impact we have on our 
local economies. In most communities we operate in 
we are the largest employer, the largest single tax-
payer and the most consistent contributor to local 
events, groups and initiatives. Often, co-ops are the 
only retail organization willing to invest in retail jobs 
and facilities in smaller rural communities while 
most of our competitors focus on urban locations 
alone with the expectation that rural will come to 
them,” said Schenn. “The reality is our absence would 
have a tremendous impact on retail trade, property 
tax revenue from not only our facilities but the tax 
revenue/economic spin-off of our people who make 
the place they work their home in any community we 
operate in. This is a tremendous responsibility for our 
team, but this is only half of the equation. The balance 
of the responsibility falls to the membership who as 
shareholders have a duty to support their local co-op-
erative wherever possible to keep it sustainable. After 
all, the earnings we generate go back to our members 
that support their local co-op.”

Schenn spoke on some of the projects Borderland 
took on in 2024, including the construction of the new 
Marketplace food store in Moosomin and the C-Store 
in Kipling. As well, he spoke about the pilot project in 
the Rovanville Food Store which saw the store reno-
vated to greatly expand the variety of fresh food. The 
project has been a huge success for the location and 
the community. 

“Since completion of the new concept in January, 
sales increased by 15 per cent and more importantly, 
in the 10 weeks since the opening of the new Moosomin 
Food Store, Rocanville sales have not declined at all 
which is tremendously encouraging, said Schenn.

Over $2 million was saved by Borderland in the 
construction of their two new facilities. The Kipling 
C-Store came in $1.3 million underbudget, primarily 
due to Borderland’s Project and Development’s team 
being able to be the general contractor for the project, 
while the Moosomin food store project also utilized 
Borderland’s staff in conjunction with the project con-
tractor to save $800,000 from that budget. 

“Our success in these projects has opened an op-
portunity for us to general contract a C-Store renova-
tion and petroleum upgrade project for Arcola Co-op 
in 2025. Going forward it may be possible for us to do 
more commercial projects with other Co-op’s in the 
future which would be good for Borderland and other 
Co-op’s,” said Schenn.

In closing Schenn gave provided some stats on 
Borderland Co-op that included having over 14,000 
members and employing over 400 people in seven 
communities (serving an additional 17 communities) 
with $15.3 million in salaries and benefits paid out. 
More than $400,000 a year in municipal taxes are paid 
to communities and nearly 300 local groups, events 
and organizations received in excess of $150,000 in do-
nations. 

Borderland operates six food stores, five home 
and building centres, seven petroleum locations, six 
c-stores, three liquor stores, one bul petroleum loca-
tion, 1 agro centre, one IT services location, two ad-
ministration sites and one Dairy Queen. Borderland 

also has three IT services agreements with sister Co-
op’s to manage their IT infrastructure, supporting a 
combine $446 million in combined sales volume.

Over Borderland’s 87-year history, it has realized 
over $1.5 billion in sales with over $61 million in sav-
ings that has been reinvested to members and new 
and renovated facilities in the communities. 

President’s Report
Lawrence Swanson, president of Borderland Coop 

Board, called the past year an exciting with many 
projects that have been in the planning stages for 
many years coming to fruition. He also said that up-
grades in most other locations also provided fresh 
looks to the stores.

“We were able to build both projects under bud-
get and on time.  In fact, the C-store in Kipling was 
ahead of schedule. Importantly, this helps strengthen 
and stabilize our asset base.  Older assets like most
of our locations consume a lot of our energy and 
time keeping them viable to serve our customers and 
shareholders,” said Swanson. “The strategy behind 
the Moosomin grocery store is to not just serve the 
community with a fresh, new store, but to support all 
our grocery locations with products not all stores can 
carry regularly. We have also planned and are utiliz-
ing on-line ordering such as Click and Collect where, 
through our own delivery network, we can have any 
product delivered to any location with next-day effi-
ciency.”

“One of the concerns of our smaller location cus-
tomers was that the large store would draw away 
from the smaller locations and hasten their decline,
but we have proved that not to be the case. In fact, we 
will continue to strengthen all our locations, to keep 
them financially healthy long into the future,” the 
president added.

Resolutions, Elections and Awards
Two resolutions were also presented and voted on 

during the AGM. The first had to do with director re-
numeration while the other saw the the removal of 
Bylaw 4.05, which had to do with resolutions for an-
nual or special meetings needing to be submitted 14 
days prior. The Co-op Act already addresses the issue 
as such it was not needed. Both motions passed. 

Three board of directors were up for re-election 
but with no names submitted prior to the deadline, all 
three were re-elected by acclamation for a three-year 
term. They were board president Lawrence Swanson, 
vice-president Chris Ashfield and secretary Astrid 
Van’t Westeinde. Other directors still on the board are 
Rob Hill, Sandra Logan, John Thiessen, Ray Donald, 
Stan MacMillan and Brad Kearns. 

Both John Thiessen and Lawrence Swanson were 
also presented with long-time service awards during 
the AGM. Both have served 18-years on a Co-op board, 
with Swanson beginning his tenor with Hometown 
Co-op before the amalgamation and Thiessen having 
served on the Borderland board. 

Borderland Co-op AGM
- continued from front page

18-years
Lawrence Swanson (left) receives a service award 

for 18-years of service from Borderland Co-op

18-years
John Thiessen (left) receives a service award for 

18-years of service from Borderland Co-op presi-
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Council reviews bylaws, lot 
sales and meeting schedules

Condo delegates request break with property taxes 
By Elaine Ashfield

Grasslands News 

Crossroads Villa, the condo in White-
wood, made a presentation to the town 
council at the May 20, 2025, meeting after 
receiving their Tax Notice for 2025. 

Brian Blyth was the spokesperson for 
the delegation with Doug Armstrong and 
Les Blyth also attending for the condo 
representatives. 

The condo was built with individual 
investors in co-operation with Bridge 
Road Developments Inc.  Brian Blyth 
stated, “The condo was built so people 
could retire here initially.” 

He continued relaying the costs are as-
tronomical. There is a need for 16 of the 
18 units to be utilized to break even. One 
and one-half units paid the past taxes 
but with this year, 3 units per month are 
needed to pay the taxes.  Rental rates are 
$1,600 - $2,000 per month and are in direct 
competition to competition in the area. 

“We have got to do something or we’re 
not viable,” Blyth commented. “We are 
asking if we can negotiate something 

until we talk to SAMA again.”
The delegation added that if the tax 

rate would have been left at last year’s 
rates, their taxes wouldn’t have in-
creased by $11,000. 

“We feel for your increase,” Mayor 
Chris Ashfield replied to the delegates. 
“We did comparisons and thought the 
rate for you was going down.  Apparently 
the condo was originally listed as com-
mercial and when SAMA changed it to 
residential in their system, the changes 
were not made in the town’s system so 
the present administration didn’t know 
this was not correct information that 
were being reviewed. “

Ashfield stated the increase was not 
known until tax notices were received 
and inquired if the condo had reviewed 
and appealed their assessment? 

The condo delegates stated the assess-
ment, which increased over $1 million, 
was received but their manager didn’t 
realize that taxes would go up so much 
until they got their tax notice. They 
stated it was the mill rate factor that in-
creased the taxes.

“Council did not intend for these prob-

lems. An appeal to SAMA can’t be done 
until next year. Assessments are out of 
council’s control,” Ashfield commented. 

“We want to pay our share of taxes 
but want a comparison with towns of the 
same circumstances, “ Blyth responded. 
“We are just requesting for this issue to 
be looked at and see what can be done.”

The mayor added that the council can 
not set a precedence when regarding if 
there are any solutions.  The Town has 
budgeted for a profit of only $1,700 so the 
Town’s budget is also very tight. 

Delegate Doug Armstrong commented 
that this put them in a precarious posi-
tion to which the mayor responded that 

they can’t go back now.  He referred to 
the situation as a “perfect storm” due 
to the town’s system not having been
changed from a commercial assessment 
in prior years so examples council re-
viewed prior to setting the mill rate 
factor would have provided a correct es-
timate. Add to this, the condo manager 
not realizing that the assessment rates 
should have been questioned or appealed 
and resulted in the tax notice being what 
was sent out. 

Following the presentation, council 
decided to review what options were
available if any and bring it back at a fu-
ture meeting.  

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Grenfell town council 
held a regular meeting at 
7 p.m. on May 21 with all 
members present.

Public Works
Public Works Super-

intendent Jeff Martinuk 
provided council with an 
update on infrastructure 
projects and staff activi-
ties. 

Paving projects that 
were contracted but not 
completed last fall are 
expected to resume next 
month.

Preparations are being 
made to open the outdoor 
swimming pool for the 
summer season. Martinuk 
informed council that the 
tarp cover for the pool will 
need to be replaced soon 
since the material has de-
teriorated.

Public Works em-
ployees follow a regular 
rotation of mowing mu-
nicipally owned prop-
erties during the spring 
and summer. Martinuk 
stated that staff began 
with the GRP since the 
campground opened on 
the May long weekend. 
Rain caused some delays, 
but staff will continue to 
address grass cutting as 
weather permits. In addi-
tion to maintaining mu-
nicipal properties, Public 
Works staff will also mow 
the grass at the schools. 
The town will be compen-
sated for this service as 
per a contract with Prai-
rie Valley School Division 
(PVSD).

Lot Sales
Earlier this year, the 

town initiated a sales pro-
motion for properties that 
allows vacant, serviced 
lots to be purchased for a 
net cost of $1. Municipally 
owned, serviced, residen-
tial lots can be purchased 
for $1 plus a deposit of 
$11,000, to be refunded if 
a residence is constructed 
within two years. This in-
centive was also approved 
for vacant lots that are 
zoned for commercial. 
Councillors reasoned that, 

once a building was con-
structed, the town would 
receive tax revenue to off-
set the initial cost of these 
properties.

In an effort to arrange 
all municipal lot sales in a 
consistent manner, coun-
cil considered applying a 
promotion to un-serviced 
lots in residential zones. 
Due to a potential conflict 
of interest, Mayor Mark 
Steininger exited the 
meeting while council dis-
cussed parameters for the 
proposed incentive. 

Council approved a 
motion that one un-ser-
viced lot that is adjacent 
to a residential property 
may be sold by the town 
for a cost of $1,500 plus 
a refundable deposit of 
$5,000. The un-serviced lot 
must then be tied to the 
adjacent residential lot. 
The purchaser would be 
responsible for expenses 
incurred for the parcel 
tie but would receive a 
refund of $5,000 from the 
town if the property tie 
was completed within six 
months.

Other stipulations 
were attached to the mo-
tion, including that the 
un-serviced lot must be 
available for sale to all 
members of the public and 
sold on a first-come, first-
served basis. A 30-day re-
striction was also placed 
on council members and 
third-party purchasers.

Councillors noted that 
minimal taxes would be 
accrued following such a 
sale, but they felt it was 
still beneficial since the 
un-serviced property 
would be maintained by 
a private owner rather 
than the town. After a lot 
was purchased and tied to 
a property with an exist-
ing residence, the owner 
would be responsible for 
maintaining it in compli-
ance with town bylaws. If 
the owner wished to con-
struct a building on the 
lot, it would also be sub-
ject to the town’s develop-
ment bylaw. 

The mayor returned to 
the meeting after the mo-
tion was passed.

Bylaws
Council read and ap-

proved new or updated 
bylaws for the operation 
of golf carts, ATVs and 
snowmobiles within town 
limits. This was necessary 
to bring the town docu-
ments into compliance 
with SGI regulations and 
provincial acts.

ATVs should not be op-
erated within town limits 
except to conduct munic-
ipal business, or during 
a special occasion or an 
emergency situation.

Snowmobiles must be 
driven from a residence 
out of town or to a regis-
tered snowmobile trail by 
the shortest route. 

A valid Class 7 driv-
er’s license or higher is 
required to operate a golf 
cart. Every cart should 
have a reflective, trian-
gular slow-moving vehi-
cle sign attached to the 
back. Neither golf carts 
nor snowmobiles are per-
mitted on Desmond St. be-
tween Front Ave. and the 
Service Rd.

A bylaw to authorize a 
special tax levy for a Level 
IV care home was intro-
duced at the May 7 meet-
ing. Council gave second 
and third readings to the 
bylaw and approved it at 
the meeting on May 21. 
The levy of $320 per prop-
erty will be applied to this 
year’s taxes.

Meeting Schedule
Grenfell’s CAO will at-

tend the UMAAS conven-
tion during the first week 
of June. Council resched-
uled its regular session 
from June 4 to June 10 so 
that CAO DeAnne Robblee 
could fulfill her regular 
role as meeting secretary.

The group discussed al-
ternative days and earlier 
meeting times for regular 
sessions, out of consid-
eration for administra-
tion and some members 
of council. Beginning on 
July 3, council will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. on the first and 
third Thursday of each 
month, rather than at 7 
p.m. on Wednesdays.

– Newspaper Delivery – 
Due to the possibility of Canada Post going on strike, 
Grasslands News is working to ensure all of our subscribers 
will still be able receive their newspapers every week.

To ensure there is no interruption in delivery of your local 
newspaper, we ask subscribers to send us their name and 
email to subscribe@gngnews.ca so that we can send out an 
electronic edition to you during any postal delivery issues. 

Subscribers who do not have an email but are located in 
a community where we have Subscriber Pick-up boxes 
located, call our offi  ce and we can switch your subscription 
to pick-up. Pick-up boxes are currently available in Melville, 
Fort Qu’Appelle, Balcarres, Grenfell, Whitewood and 
Broadview. Pick-up boxes may be added to additional 
communities in the event of a strike.

If a Canada Post strike occurs, updates for delivery options 
will be posted on our website at www.grasslandsnews.ca

CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL?

Tammy Wandy
LOCAL AGENT
Serving Melville and Area!

NEXT LEVEL

306-501-9828

140 - 3rd Ave. W, Melville
MLS#SK971468
Commercial

$250,000$250,000

301- 680 7th E, Melville
MLS#SK992340

Condo |1 bd, 1 bth

$115,000$115,000

323 - 680 7th Ave. E, Melville
MLS#SK992339

Condo |1 bd, 1 bth

$110,000$110,000

105 Piller Rd, Melville
MLS® # SK990778

Vacant Lot 

$49,900

251 Agri-Park Rd, Melville
MLS® # SK990777

Vacant Lot 

$49,900

249 Agri-Park Rd, Melville
MLS® # SK990773

Vacant Lot 

$49,900

151 - 5th Ave E, Melville
MLS® # SK993115

Vacant Lot 

$10,500

859 Montreal St., Melville
MLS#SK993004

House |3 bds, 3 bths

$509,000$509,000

357 - 3rd Ave. W, Melville
MLS#SK995557

House | 3 bds, 1 bth

$55,000$55,000

424-Abel Dr., Crooked Lake 
MLS#SK988185

House | 6 bds, 5 bths

$999,999$999,999

133 - 10th Ave. W, Melville
MLS#003836

House | 5 bds, 2 bth

$324,900$324,900

110 - 5th Ave. W, Melville
MLS#002828

House | 3 bds, 1 bth

$149,900$149,900

444 - 10th Ave. W, Melville
MLS#0004534

House | 4 bds, 2 bth

$230,000$230,000

4 Garvin Bay, Melville
MLS#005510

House | 4 bds, 3 bths

$330,000$330,000

Pheasant Creek Acres 
RM of Abernethy - MLS#SK982585

Acreage | 7 bds, 2 bth

$429,000$429,000SOLD

167 Winnipeg ST, Melville
MLS#006354

House | 3 bds, 2 bth

$268,000$268,000NEW 
LISTING

555 Dielschneider RD #32, 
Melville MLS#006871

House | 3 bds, 2 bth

$175,000$175,000NEW 
LISTING

$90
• TEAMS OF 4

• REGISTRATION 10 A.M.
• TEE TIME 11 A.M.

• To register contact Melville 
Golf & Country Club 

Remax Centre
306-728-3931 

• 
will JUNE 1 7

JUNE
18 HOLE 
Texas Scramble

Melville Golf 
& Country Club 
Remax Centre

ACCESSIBILITY CHARITY GOLF

TOURNAMENT

Locals tackle inaugural
Cypress Hills distance race

By Brad Brown
Grasslands News 

The inaugural Reesor 50 and Reesor 
Mountain Marathon didn’t go exactly 
as planned for anyone, and maybe that’s 
just the way the event’s organizers and 
participants like it anyway.

With the courses for the 50-mile ultra-
marathon and 42.2-kilometre marathon 
already laid out, starting and ending 
at Historic Reesor Ranch southwest of 
Maple Creek, a half inch of rain decided 
to fall on the Cypress Hills region over 
the course of an hour, two days before 
things were to get underway May 17.

“Initially we had set the course and 
flagged it all, got it all ready, as a 50-
mile loop,” said Jeff Dudar, who served 
as race director alongside his brother 
Warren, under the Prairie Sky Running 
banner. “For the 50-mile loop you ran out 
around Reesor Lake into the Alberta side 
of the park then, originally, would come 
back in and run a 40-kilometre loop in 
the Saskatchewan side of the park. And 
the Sask. side of the park was originally 
set as the marathon course too.”

Then came the rains.
“And all the roads leading back, all 

the roads we used to access our Saskatch-
ewan side of the park, were impassable 
and ... they wouldn’t be drivable for race 
day, so what we ended up doing was 
create an out-and-back using the same 
course, and both the 50-mile runners and 
the Reesor Mountain Marathoners ran 
the same thing.”

That meant one out-and-back to the 
lookout point just west of Reesor Lake 
for the marathoners and two back-and-

forths for the ultramarathoners.
It also meant an added degree of diffi-

culty that wasn’t originally in the fore-
cast.

“Arguably this course, the plan B 
course, would be harder than the origi-
nal course because the original course, 
there was more running on the wider 
Trans Canada old road trail and old quad 
trails and lumber roads, mill roads,” said 
Dudar.

“With the plan B course there’s only 
about two kilometres of running that’s 
not on single track and so it was actually 
just a beauty of a course.”

Local Results
When the dust settled, to whatever ex-

tent it existed after the unwelcome pre-
cipitation, White City’s Adam Putz was 
the top local finisher in the marathon, 
placing 40th out of 84 starters with a time 
of 5 hours 58 minutes 1 second.

Solomon Parker of Balgonie finished 
just over a half hour behind Putz in 
6:30:14, good for 52nd place.

The ultramarathon saw Stuart Chut-
ter of Osage finish 38th out of 67 starters 
in 13:25:43, while the Pilot Butte trio of 
Eric Parent, Jamie Tait and Jaxon Tait 
did not finish the race.

“There’s going to be a sequel,” Dudar 
said. “The ranch and the Reesor family 
was really happy with how things turned 
out, so before we left we were chatting 
with Jason (Reesor) about Year 2 and 
what that might look like.

“We’re just trying to pin down some 
dates and we got a lot of great feedback 
on our plan B course so what we haven’t 
decided is if we’re going to revert to Plan 
A.”

Running at Reesor Lake



By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

This could have been the year. 
Toronto Maple Leafs’ fans across the 
country, of which there are millions, 
could hardly contain themselves 
when their beloved team won Game 
6 of the Eastern Conference semi-fi-
nal to force a Game 7 at home against 
Florida Panthers.

Beat the Panthers, advance to the 
Eastern final, cruise by the Carolina 
Hurricanes and cause mass hysteria in LeafLand by 
playing either Edmonton or Dallas for the Stanley Cup.

But the Ghost of 1967, the year the Leafs won their 
13th and most recent Stanley Cup, got in the way. Flor-
ida knows a thing or two about playing critical play-
off games and they bashed the Leafs 6-1 in that Game 
7 showdown to extend that Stanley Cup drought to 58 
years. It was Toronto’s seventh straight Game 7 defeat.

There were tears. There was disbelief. There was 
angst. There were threats. And that was only from 
within the Leafs’ locker room. Outside, in the stands 
of Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, angry and upset fans 
didn’t hide their displeasure. At least one Toronto 
sweater got thrown onto the ice. Some guy paid more 
than $10 for a cup of cold beer and then figured centre 
ice, not his stomach, was the best place for it to settle.

So now what? Team president Brendan Shana-
han has been ousted. The Leafs’ ‘Core Four’ (Auston 
Matthews, Mitch Marner, John Tavares and William 
Nylander) are almost certainly going to be the Tipsy 
Trio after Marner declares free agency this summer. 
Tavares, too, might go.

Marner, who stands fifth on the all-time Leafs’ scor-
ing table, behind only Mats Sundin, Darryl Sittler, Dave 
Keon and Borje Salming, is a hometown boy who seems 
to be the scapegoat for Toronto’s troubles. The Leafs 
tried to trade him to Caroline in exchange for Mikko 
Rantanen in March, but Marner stuck to his no-trade 
clause and said no.

Now, with the NHL’s salary cap rising by $7 million 
to a record $95.5 million this year, Marner can accom-
plish three things: He can get out of Toronto, where he’s 
underappreciated; he can make a gazillion dollars as a 
free agent; and he can select a future home where the 
Stanley Cup banner has more of a chance to fly than it 
does in Toronto.

Considering that Marner and Connor McDavid con-
nected so well in the Four Nations Face Off (remember, 
it was Marner’s pass to McDavid that led to the win-
ning goal in overtime), perhaps the Oilers could break 
the bank and sign the Leafs’ star. On the other hand, 
it would be almost impossible for the Oilers to pay top 
dollar to three superstars and fit under the salary cap, 

no matter how high it goes.
While the Leafs came up short 

again, there were strides made in the 
Big Smoke. A division championship, 
development of some younger players 
(Matthew Knies and Bobby McMann for 
two) and a potential all-star goalie in An-
thony Stolarz bodes well for the team’s 
future.

If they have to call Ghostbusters to 
take care of that Ghost of 1967, so be it.

• Headline at the Canadian parody 
website TheBeaverton.com: “Research-
ers warn Tim Hortons in-app NHL 

Hockey Challenge is a gateway to drink-
ing their coffee.”

• RJ Currie of sportsdeke.com: “Fun fact: Picasso 
was born Pablo Diego José Francisco de Paula Juan 
Nepomuceno María de los Remedios Cipriano de la 
Santísima Trinidad Ruiz y Picasso. Try fitting that 
name on a jersey.”

• Headline at fark.com: “Patriots QB Drake Maye 
excited about lineman who pledged to fight and die to 
protect Patriots QB Drake Maye.”

• Zach Pereles of CBSsports.com., reviewing the past 
history of the final four in the chase for the NBA cham-
pionship: “The Knicks — your father (or grandfather) 
will tell you — wore crowns in 1970 and 1973.”

• Steve Simmons of the Toronto Sun: “The Blue Jays 
have to feel so fortunate to not have spent all that crazy 
money on Juan Soto. The money was crazy, the player 
in this case, as we’re learning, may be crazier.”

• Vancouver comedian Torben Rolfsen: “Anthony 
Edwards of Minnesota Timberwolves was fined $50,000 
for using inappropriate language in a post-game inter-
view. The actual phrase is unknown but Minnesota fans 
think it was ‘Go Packers.’”

• Canadian humorist Frenchie McFarlane: “Ri-
mouski is an old Mohawk word for ‘Where the moose 
ski.’ I told that to some American folk at the Memorial 
Cup and they bought it.”

• Super 70s Sports: “The Chicago Blackhawks set an 
NHL record in 1968 when their entire roster looked like 
dads who expected their daughters to be home by 9 p.m. 
and you didn’t want to find out what was gonna happen 
at 9:02.”

• Bob Molinaro of pilotonline.com (Hapton, Va.); 
‘With 26-year-old Shai Gilgeous-Alexander continuing 
the NBA trend — now seven years running — of for-
eign-born MVPs, and 21-year-old Victor Wembanyama 
waiting in the wings, the next American MVP may be 
in the fifth grade.”

• RJ Currie of sportsdeke.com: “TSN described the 
Maple Leafs as looking paralyzed against Florida in 
Game 7, ‘lifeless’ and ‘not moving.’ That may be a little 
unfair – although I’ve seen morgues with fewer stiffs 
on ice.”

Care to comment? Email brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca

Ghost of 1967 still haunts the Maple Leafs
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ADVERTISING DEADLINE
Tuesdays 12 noon 

Phone 306-728-5448

Anyone who is a hockey fan knows what was 
happening.

There was the Winnipeg Jets’ player, Mark 
Scheifele, head hanging low between his now soft-
ened shoulder blades, sitting alone in the penalty 
box as the Jets lost out to the Dallas Stars in NHL 
second-round playoff action.

Scheifele had been through the wringer.
Not only was his team, the President’s Trophy 

winning Winnipeg Jets, playing for their playoff 
lives in Dallas, but his father had unexpectedly lost 
his life prior to game six of the series.

As people, we all know what it’s like to lose some-
one important to us, and the grief that follows that 
sort of loss.

For Scheifele, it was a little bit different, because 
he had an important hockey game to play.

There’s always going to be someone who says 
that he should have sat this contest out, as he was 
obviously still reeling from the news about his fa-
ther Brad.

But Scheifele, one of the Jets’ top players, wanted 
to play that game, because it meant a lot to his 
team, and because that’s how his father would have 
wanted it.

Early in the game, the speedy and skilled forward 
had given the Jets their first goal of the game, and 
you could see the emotion drawn on Scheifele’s face 
as he celebrated the tally with his teammates, know-
ing that he got that goal for his father, the goal that 
gave the Jets the lead.

It would be difficult to imagine all the things 
going through Scheifele’s mind in the seconds fol-
lowing the goal.

What was he seeing? What was he feeling? He 
could articulate it a thousand times and we still 
wouldn’t ‘get it’.

I don’t believe he could put his father’s passing 
out of his mind for the game, so perhaps he was 
playing the game with the goal of performing his 
best for his dad, and honoring his memory as best 
he could while doing it.

The Stars edged closer, tying the game, and send-
ing it to overtime.

And in the overtime, the unthinkable happened.
A turnover near the opposition blue line, saw 

Scheifele scramble behind the play, skating as hard 
as he could to break up a legitimate scoring chance, 
diving and sweeping his stick along the ice, and 
during the play, he tripped his opponent, bringing 
on the game’s only penalty.

Scheifele said a few words to the referee as he 
made his way to the box, his head hanging low as 
he served his penalty, a penalty that wouldn’t take 
the entire two-minutes it was assessed for, as the 
Stars slammed a puck home past goalie Connor Hel-
lebuyck to win the game, and as a result, the series.

As he sat there on the penalty box bench, linger-
ing a few moments longer than anyone wanted to 
see, it was as if someone let the air out of a balloon, 
and Scheifele, for the first time that day, wore the 
toll of two losses, one for his team and the other, for 
himself and his family.

I’ve been in a similar situation as a young man, 
losing a parent suddenly, and I had no envy for the 
young man who’s heart just got broken twice in 
mere hours.

My father was my hero, as has been made obvi-
ous in any number of columns I’ve penned over the 
years, and I expect for Mark Scheifele, it was a sim-
ilar story.

When he got out of the box, his teammates, his 
brothers, surrounded him, like a second family 
would in a similar situation. They understood the 
pain and they wanted to do whatever they could to 
insulate him from it, although the sting of this loss 
will last forever, unlike the loss of a game.

As the handshake line formed, casual hockey 
fans got to see why there’s no other sport like it, 
with opposition players wishing Scheifele well and 
telling him how proud his father would have been 
of him for his heroics, his passion for the game and 
his leadership on one of the toughest days of his life.

It was a slow progression down the line, with 
each player trying to comfort someone who was 
their foe just moments earlier.

While all the well wishes and bear hugs were a 
tremendous reminder of the soul of the sport, the 
day will be etched onto the memory of Scheifele for-
ever, and he won’t be able to think about losing his 
dad, without remembering that he gave his all and 
everyone who watched, knew it.

It always hurts to lose your hero.
Even when you’re a hero to others.

Sports column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct
Sports Column

By Bruce Penton

Submitted
Grasslands News 

Spring has sprung! 
With the return of the 
warmer weather our fa-
vourite birds have also 
arrived; ready to start 
their breeding season on 
the prairies. One of these 
species to return is our 
favourite gruesome little 
songbird, the Loggerhead 
Shrike. This predatory 
songbird, well known for 
their habit of impaling 
their prey on thorns or 
barbs, is on the lookout 
for ideal habitat; with 
pairs building nests and 
getting ready to lay eggs. 
Late May to early June is 
a great time to spot return-
ing shrikes, as they are 
very active finding their 
perfect spots!

What is the ideal hab-
itat for a predatory song-
bird? One of the best 
places to see shrikes while 
you are out and about may 
surprise you- or not, as it 
is quite fitting for a bird 
with such spooky habi-
tats. Shrikes can readily 
be found in prairie cem-
eteries across Southern 

Saskatchewan, nesting in 
the old growth trees and 
shrubs that usually bor-
der the fenceline of these 
areas. “If you are visiting 
a loved one this summer 
in such a place, keep an 
eye out for these striking 
black, white, and grey 
birds!” Emily Putz, Shrubs 
for Shrikes coordinator 
with Nature Saskatche-
wan explains, “They have 
a distinct shrieking alarm 
call to keep an ear out for 
as well.”

Loggerhead Shrikes 

prefer cemeteries not just 
because flitting among 
gravestones fits their rep-
utation, but because of the 
habitat cemeteries pro-
vide. “Prairie cemeteries 
are usually surrounded by 
pasture or crop, and the 
grass within them is usu-
ally mowed short, all ideal 
hunting areas to catch 
mice and insects,” Putz 
further explains,” Paired 
with older growth shelter-
belts, these areas really do 
form oases of habitat on 
our changing landscape. 

For these reasons shrikes
also prefer and can be
found in abandoned yard
sites, golf courses, and ball
diamonds as well!”

The Loggerhead Shrike
has been listed as a threat-
ened species since the
1980s, with their range,
once spanning the en-
tirety of the prairie prov-
inces, contracting to be
mainly focused in South-
ern Saskatchewan and
parts of SE Alberta. Habi-
tat loss is the main driver
of their decline, with the
loss of both native prairie,
and their adapted habitat
of shelterbelts, disappear-
ing. 

Nature Saskatchewan
runs a voluntary stew-
ardship program, Shrubs
for Shrikes, that works
with rural landholders
to conserve and moni-
tor this species at risk.
If you see a Loggerhead
Shrike, or impaled prey,
call the toll free HOOTline
at 1-800-667-4668 or email
outreach@naturesask.ca.
Personal information is
never shared without per-
mission and every sight-
ing helps this species’
recovery!

A shriek in the cemetery

Loggerhead Shrikes, our macabre songbird

Loggerhead Shrike has been listed as a threatened species.
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You need POSTERS?
We print POSTERS.

Small and Large Format

NEWS | PRINTING

218 - 3rd Ave. W. • Melville, SK.
Email: production@grasslandsnews.ca
Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS

When you 
need your business 

WE’RE HERE!
Like a spotlight 
OUR NEWSPAPER 
ILLUMINATES 
YOUR BEST SIDE!

SEND YOUR SPORTS NEWS TO

news@gngnews.ca

Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK

Phone 306-728-2730

• SGI Accredited
• Minor Dents & Scratches 

• Courtesy Car
• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 

• Diesel Dye Pumps

• Tire Repair & Tires • Full Line of Hardware 

& Automotive Supplies

• Minor Automotive Repairs • Feed 

• Bulk Petroleum

• Liquor and Cold Beer • Tobacco Products

New Home Mechanical Consultation
Blue print consultation, to ensure mechanical layout is efficient.
If there’s a way to save money we’ll help you find it.

Commercial & Residential New Build Specialist

Furnace, Boiler, Air Conditioner Install & Repair

Rural Mechanical Water Treatment

Sewage & Pump Systems

Residential & Commercial 
In-Floor Heating Systems

1-306-697-3504
AFTER HOURS: 1-306-697-7219

505 Pacific Street Grenfell, SK
Email: Kruegersplumbing@sasktel.net

Krueger’sPlumbing & Heating  

 Local trusted expert | Journeyman | Licensed Gas Fitter | 35 years in Business

Montmartre hosts 22nd Perogy Run
By Brad Brown
Grasslands News 

Twenty-two years on, Montmartre’s once-again an-
nual Perogy Run remains as popular as ever, with 70 
runners taking part in this year’s event which was held 
Saturday, May 24.

First held in 2003, and run annually since with the ex-
ception of 2020 when it was cancelled due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Perogy Run includes all-ages races of 
five and 10 kilometres as well as a kids’ 1-kilometre run, 
and is held as a fundraiser for the community’s Centre 
48 organization, which provides a wide range of educa-
tional, artistic and recreational programming through-
out the year for residents of the village and surrounding 
area.

Connor Renouf and Amanda Schmeling, both of Re-
gina, won the 10K and 5K races respectively in times of 
40 minutes 20 seconds and 24:40 respectively.

Renouf was followed by Vibank’s Andrew Doore-
malen who ran the 10K in 48:40, while Hannah Perras 
took second in the 5K race with a time of 26:48.

Andy and Dylan Schmeling finished first and second 
in the kids’ 1K race with times of 4:32 and 4:56.

event drew 70 runners this year and an additional 23 community members for the traditional post-race 

perogy and sausage lunch.
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12 Livingstone St., Yorkton, SK

306.782.6556   |  1.888.782.6556   

carpet1yorkton.com

Everything for your home under one roof.

Home  - Home  - Kitchen - BathKitchen - Bath

Jim Anderson

Cell: 1-306-621-6372

Mr T’s Plumbing
and Heating

Todd Th rossell
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed Gas Fitter
813 Desmond St.,

P.O. Box 296,
Grenfell, SK

S0G 2B0
Ph.: 1-306-697-2727
Cell: 1-306-697-7749
mrtsph@sasktel.net

Serving Fort Qu’Appelle and area for over 25 years

J&V ELECTRIC
Jamie Sebastian
Owner/Journeyman
Box 2388, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK S0G 1S0
jsebastian@sasktel.net
306
306-331-8827 Cell

P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g
F latLand

Whitewood, SK.
Phone: 306-735-4328

flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Whitewood, SK

With This Ad Receive

Any Regular Priced
Clothing or Accessory.

Monday to Friday. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

CONTRACTORS + HOME DIRECTORY

117 - 3rd Ave. West,

Melville, SK

306-728-5493

R.A.D.D.
General Contracting Services

Serving Whitewood
and Esterhazy Areas

Text/Call
Rheeve: 306-853-7034

Des: 306-740-9560
raddgeneral@gmail.com

P.O. Box 1382,
Esterhazy, SK  S0A 0X0

• Handyman and General 
  Maintenance Services

• Carpentry

• Blow-in Insulation

• Mechanical

• Trenching

• Landscaping

GET IT
WEEKLY

Join the more

than 12,000 readers 

who enjoy and

support  the local 

newspaper. 

Subscribe by calling
1-844-GNG-NEWS

NOTICE OF CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Rural Municipality of Lipton No. 217

Public notice is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office(s) of:

Councillor: RM of Lipton No. 217 Division #3
will be received by the undersigned on the 18th 
day of June, 2025 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 
the Municipal Office, 226 Main Street Lipton, SK 
and during regular business hours on June 2nd to 
June 17th, 2025, at the Municipal Office.

Nomination forms may be obtained from the 
Municipal Office located at 226 Main Street in 
Lipton, SK 

Dated this 30th day of May, 2025.

Ronda Heisler, Returning Officer

NOTICE OF

POLL BY-ELECTION
Village of Lebret

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given in accordance with The Local 
Government Election Act, 2015 that a vote will be held for the election of:

Voting may take place:

Advanced Poll 
Friday June 6, 2025

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Regular Poll
Wednesday June 18, 2025

9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Seniors Room located in the Village Complex
12 Place De L’eglise Lebret, SK

RResultss willl bee declaredd Thursdayy Junee 199 att 10:000 a.m.. 

Dated this 22nd day of May 2025

Lisa Fayant, Re

COUNCILOR: Village of Lebret

Province of Saskatchewan
Tax Enforcement Act

The Tax Enforcement Act

   Costs        Total 
Description of Property  Total and Arrears

Souris-Moose Mountain MP hits 
the ground running after election

By Ryan Kiedrowski
Local Jouralism Initiative Reporter

From a voter’s point 
of view, their work is fin-
ished once the ballot is 
cast. But for a new MP, the 
work is just beginning.

“There hasn’t been any 
downtime,” explained 
newly elected Souris-
Moose Mountain MP Ste-
ven Bonk. “Right from the 
election to taking down 
signs and getting the elec-
tion campaign wrapped 
up and doing all the doc-
umentation for that, right 
into new members orien-
tation in Ottawa. I’ve been 
quite busy just getting or-
ganized in Ottawa, learn-
ing the ropes, and there’s 
a lot of administration to 
get done before session 
starts, which would in-
clude training sessions, 
swearing in and basically 
just familiarizing myself 
with the systems in Ot-
tawa.”

With Parliament set 
to resume today (May 26) 
and the Speech from the 
Throne happening tomor-
row, a lot of work behind 
the scenes needs to be 
done. Fortunately, with 
years of transferrable ex-
perience as an MLA in 
Moosomin-Montmartre, 
Bonk finds some similari-

ties between the roles.
“I hope I’m not making 

a mistake by assuming 
that it will be similar to 
my role as an MLA in the 
provincial legislature, but 
so far, a lot of the process 
is the same or very simi-
lar,” he observed. “So I 
think I have a bit of a run-
ning start when it comes 
to getting my feet under 
me in Ottawa!”

In that time between 
the election wrapping up 
and the spring session 
beginning, Bonk has also 
been busy with local mat-
ters.

“In the meantime, 
we’ve been quite busy 
already helping constitu-
ents and then there’s also 
the business side here 
back in Souris-Moose 
Mountain, setting up of-
fices, getting staff orga-
nized, and just preparing 
ourselves for the work 
ahead,” he said.

As for his take on the 
new Liberal government’s 
first few days, Bonk notes 
some confusion on what is 
actually being done.

“From the back and 
forth we’ve heard from the 
Liberals so far, it’s hard 
to know what to think,” 
he said. “We’re hearing 
mixed messages coming 
from the Prime Minister 

and then quite often con-
tradictory messages com-
ing from his cabinet. The 
Liberals do have quite a 
poor track record of say-
ing one thing and doing 
another, so we will see if 
they remain true to their 
word.”

One example has been 
with Prime Minister Mark 
Carney vowing support 
for an energy pipeline on 
the campaign trail, but 
Heritage Minister Steven 
Guilbeault expressing the 
opposite view post-elec-
tion.

“And not just Guil-
beault, Dominic Leblanc 
(Minister of Intergovern-
mental Affairs) also re-
iterated that the energy 
corridor would be about 
all sorts of electricity in-
frastructure, and he said 
‘not necessarily pipe-
lines’,” Bonk said. “So 
that’s also a reason for 
concern for people in our 
riding. 

We’re in the heartland 
of production here when it 
comes to conventional oil 
production in Saskatch-
ewan, and it’s extremely 
important to us that we 
have a way to get our 
product to market. Pipe-
lines are the most efficient 
way to get our product to 
market.”

The spring session 
runs from May 26 to June 
20, with MPs breaking for 
the summer until Sept. 
15. Bonk plans to spend 
the summer with commit-
tee work, but he says the 
most important—and en-
joyable—part of his job is 
meeting with the people of 
Souris-Moose Mountain.

“It will be time to get 
out into the constituency 
and meet more people, to 
hear their concerns and 
tell them about the work 
that the opposition is 
doing to represent them 
in Ottawa,” he said.

As for the four weeks of 
this first session after the 
election, it will be inter-
esting to see exactly what 
will be discussed.

“It’s unprecedented to 
have no budget planned—
especially coming from 
a former Bank of Canada 
governor,” said Bonk. 
“It’s just mind-boggling. 
It’s very interesting times 
and concerning times in 
Canada at the moment, 

and I know our opposition 
will do everything we can 
to hold this government 
to account and hopefully 
force an election as soon 
as we can.” 

“With an increased 
number of seats on the 
opposition side, we have 
quite a diverse and strong 
team, and I’m looking for-
ward to doing some really 
good work to hold the Lib-
erals to account,” Bonk 
concluded.
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
238 - 3rd Ave. E.   

Office Ph. 306-728-2551
Office Hours: Mondays 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clergy: Deacon Kevin Prouten

www.stpaulsmelville.ca

Sunday, June 1: 
*11:00 a.m. Worship Service

with Communion
Installation of Officers 

—
*9 a.m. Worship at Trinity, Lemb

with Communion
*11 a.m. Worship at Christ, Neud

with Communion
Tuesday, June 3: 

11:30 a.m. SPCW Lunch at Rail C.                                                                                       

ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH

Church Office 306-728-5764; 
306-720-0589
Sunday, June 1:

10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer
                                                                                       

FIRST UNITED CHURCH
5th Ave. E. & King St.

Rev. Brian Mee, 306-335-7611
website: firstunitedmelville.org

Sunday, June 1: 
11 a.m. Worship Service                                                                                    

(A Church with a Caring Heart)
 800 Prince Edward St.
Melville Comm. Works)  
Ph. 306-728-2347 
Pastor Tim Oehler

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. Pre-service Prayer

10:00 a.m. Coffee and Welcome
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
www.melvilleriverchurch.org

Facebook @melvilleriverchurch
Recorded messages 

posted online                                                                                    

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

258 - 10th Ave. W. 
Ph. 306-728-3971

Pastor Ronald Shumba 
facebook.com/gslcmelville

May 29: 7:00 p.m. Bible Study
May 30: 7:00 p.m. Youth

June 1: 10:30 a.m. Worship Service                                                                                       

Fr. Basil Malowany
basilmalowany@gmail.com 

306-540-5102

Sunday, June 1:
11:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Followed by Blessing of Graves 
in Melville and Birmingham

Sunday, June 8:
5:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy                                                                                       

th Ave. W.
Office Ph. 306-728-5022 

Pastor Jon Pettinger
Associate Pastor: Jesse Darby

Sunday:  
Connections at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service at 11 a.m.

Online services can be found at:  
www.melvillebaptist.com                                                                                   

5th Ave. W. & Queen St. 
Church Office Ph. 306-728-5001

Sunday, June 1: 
Worship 10:30 a.m.

                                                                                

CATHOLIC CHURCH
729 Main St. – Office 
Ph. 306-728-5702

Res. Ph. 306-728-2305
111 - 8th Ave. W.

Father Melchor Samonte

Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.               
Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.                                                                                        

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church - Canada) 

 502 - 4th Ave. W. – Church Office 
Ph. 306-728-5689

Email: zlcpastor@myaccess.ca
www.zionlutheranmelville.com

Sunday, June 1: 
11:00 a.m. No Service

Church of the Lutheran Hour 
heard Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

on 940 CJGX Radio, Yorkton                                                                             

NEW LIFE 

Worship

Wednesday Kids Club - 3:30 p.m.
                                                                                     

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Youth Group – 7 p.m.

Rev. Dr. James R. Graham
                                                                                    

ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Tomy Mandapathil
Saturday, May 31:

5:00 p.m. Mass Service
                                                                                   

Sunday, June 1: 
10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer

                                                                                  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WAPELLA

Sunday, June 1: 
No Worship  Service

                                                                                  
WHITEWOOD 

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, June 1: 

No Worship Service
                                                                                

LUTHERAN 
417 3rd Street South

*Sunday Services 10 a.m.*
email: pipestoneparish@sasktel.net                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave. — 306-736-2237
email: kwpc@sasktel.net

*Services Held 1st and 3rd Sundays
at 9:30 a.m. Minister will vary*

                                                                                   

701 3rd Street - 306-736-8992
Website: kiplingpeopleschurch.com
Pastors: Kevin & Merodee Hassler
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Ministry
                                                                                   

ST. ANNE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
418 First St., Kipling

306-538-2163
Sunday, June 1:
Mass 9:00 a.m.

                                                                                   

400 3rd St. South, Kipling
306-736-2447, Doris

306-424-2604, George
*Worship Service 11:00 a.m.*

                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave.
(in Kipling United Church)

Sunday Worship 
in person 11:30 a.m.

Lay Person/Service Leader
306-736-2479

bkbernat@gmail.com                                                                                   

309 3rd. St. South, Kipling
306-736-2421

parklandagc@sasktel.net

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service

Thursday: 9 a.m.- 12 noon

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Mom’s Group
                                                                                   

Melville Churches Melville Churches 

Whitewood & Area 
Churches 

Indian Head Church 

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

801 Buxton St. - Indian Head, SK
306-695-3838

*Sunday Services 11 a.m.*
*Family Play Group – 

Mondays, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon
*Living with Cancer Support Group

2nd Tuesday of the Month
                                                                                   

Churches 

Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube 

and will be livestreamed
306-900-0600

Fort Qu’Appelle – valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

194 Bay St., Fort Qu’Appelle
Rev. Jo Mader, 306-332-4455

Sunday School & Service 10:30
Hear the Gospel, sing the faith, feel the 

family fellowship. Facebook Live. 
Growing in Faith Together

Retired teacher shares her new book at library
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Retired teacher Con-
stance MacKenzie visited 
Grenfell Library last week 
to share her recently pub-
lished thriller, *Deadly 
Disclosure*. 

The library hosted the 
book talk on May 21 and 
community members 
were eager to hear about 
the new novel.

MacKenzie was an 
elementary and middle 
school teacher in Sas-
katchewan for 35 years, 
and much of her career 
was spent at Grenfell El-
ementary School. When 
she retired in 2014, MacK-
enzie told her Grade 5 
class that she planned to 
publish a book. 

This promise was ful-
filled last September when 
*Deadly Disclosure* was 
officially released by Peg-
asus Publishers.

As a teacher MacKen-
zie often prepared cre-
ative writing examples 
for her students and this 
developed her own skills 
as well. 

In addition to teaching, 
MacKenzie had experi-

ence working on her fam-
ily farm. The many hours 
she spent operating a cul-
tivator and daydreaming 
about “what if…” scenar-
ios, combined with her 
literary abilities and an 
interest in investigative 
journalism, led MacKen-

zie to write a murder mys-
tery set in Saskatchewan.

*Deadly Disclosure* 
is directed to an adult 
audience and features a 
journalist named Cathy 
Parker who spent her 
teenage years in rural Sas-
katchewan. 

As an adult Cathy 
investigates the tragic 
murder of her fiancé, 
eventually discovering 
the truth from an unex-
pected source.

Since the novel was re-
leased last fall, MacKenzie 
has engaged with readers 
through sessions like the 
one at Grenfell Library. 
MacKenzie now lives in 
Saskatoon but she is still 
known to many Grenfell 
residents, including some 
of those who gathered 
for her presentation last 
Wednesday. 

She gave a brief expla-
nation of how the book 
was developed, mention-
ing her grandson’s as-
sistance with the cover 

design, and then read an 
excerpt aloud. They lis-
tened eagerly and some 
purchased a book to read 
the rest of the story or 
asked the author to sign 
their copy.

MacKenzie willingly 
added her autograph to 
the books but provided a 
personal note on a sepa-
rate card which, in true 
teacher fashion, included 
an assignment. 

The note card advised 
that they “read to discover 
the meaning of the gladi-
ola” in preparation for the 
book’s sequel.

MacKenzie plans to 
complete two more books 
for the series about Cathy 
Parker and is already com-

posing the next story. It is
set along the Trans-Can-
ada Highway and features
a university professor 
who demonstrates some
eccentricities such as 
a particular interest in 
mumification.

“I’m enjoying it as I’m
writing it, and I figure if
I’m enjoying it then hope-
fully the readers do to,” 
MacKenzie commented.

*Deadly Disclosure* 
can be purchased from
McNally Robinson or 
Barnes & Noble book-
stores, and from Amazon 
or Pegasus Publishers.
Copies of MacKenzie’s
book are also available to 
borrow from libraries in 
Grenfell and Saskatoon.

The Planning and Development Act, 2007

INTENT:

REASON FOR THE AMENDMENT:

PUBLIC INSPECTION:

PUBLIC HEARING:

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO

ADOPT BYLAW NO. 477/2025

Book published
Constance MacKenzie, who taught at Grenfell 

Elementary School for many years, shared her 

recently published book *Deadly Disclosure* at 

Grenfell Library on May 21.

Team effort

-

ways ready to encourage and lead this youth group to support and build 

community pride.
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CLASSIFIEDS
ONE AD, SIX NEWSPAPERS: All classified ads appear in the Fort Qu’Appelle Times, Indian Head-Wolseley News, Kipling Clipper, Melville Advance, Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun and Quad Town Forum 

PAYING CASH

306-730-
7447

You remain anonymous.

CRIMINALS 

Working to make our communities safer for over 25 years.

CLASSIFIED RATES
(based on 25 words or less)

1 week: $15.00 • 2 weeks: $20.00 • 3 weeks: $25.00 • 4 weeks: $30.00 

Additional weeks: $7.50 • Deadline: Tuesdays at 12 noon

1-844-GNG-NEWSObituary Deadline Tuesdays 12 Noon

Home for Sale

Sunday, May 25, 2025, 
Michael (Mike) James Pei-
gan (born June 21, 1932) 
of Pasqua First Nation was 
called home by Creator in Fort 
Qu’Appelle, SK. 

Predeceased by his par-
ents, Alfred Pascal Peigan 
and Mary Peigan (McGillis); 
grandparents David and Ame-
lia Peigan; uncles Thomas 
and Willie Peigan; brothers 
Anthony, Lawrence, Johnny
and Fred Peigan; sisters 

and second wife Viola Episkinew-Goodwill; dear friend 
Grace Peigan; children Kate (Kevin) Peigan, Michael 
Peigan Jr., Vivian Anaquod; sons-in-law Lindsay Cyr and 
Gary Haines; daughters-in-law Elaine Pascal and Kelly 
Lerat.

Mike is survived by his children: Gary, Lorraine, Lester 
(Marie), Lana (Ken), Brian and Melissa; special grandchil-
dren: Tara (Henry), Heather (Scott), Tony (Jamie); brothers 
Donald Peigan and Robert (Marlene) Peigan; sister The-
resa Peigan; son-in-law Robert Anaquod; daughter-in-law 
Lucy Starr; special nieces Brenda and Darlene Bellegarde; 
18 grandchildren, 53 great-grandchildren and 18 great- 
great-grandchildren.

Mike worked as a farmer for over 30 years and bus 
driver for 20 years. He was also backhoe operator for 20 
years then retired at the age of 72.

Wake will be held Tuesday, May 27, 2025 at 4 p.m. in 
the Chief Ben Paskwa Memorial Hall, Pasqua First Nation. 
Funeral service will be held Wednesday, May 28, 2025 at 11 
a.m. in the same location. 

Arrangements entrusted to Conley Funeral Home, Fort 
Qu'Appelle, SK. 1-306-332-0555.

Obituary Michael James Peigan
June 21, 1932 - May 25, 2025

Notice to Creditors
       

Auction May 31

THIS IS A LIVE ON 
SITE AUCTION

Auction June 14

2 miles South of Moosomin on 
Hwy. #8 , 1-1/4 miles West on 

#709 (Lake Road)

THIS IS A LIVE ON SITE AUCTION

Auction June 11

2 miles East on Hwy. #13, 
1 mile North, half mile East

THIS IS A LIVE 
ON SITE AUCTION

Auctions

Services

New Hours

CLOSED Monday and Sunday

$ Paying Cash $

Province Wide Province WideFor RentGarage Sales

HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATORS  

Motor scrapers, dozers,
excavators, rock trucks,
packers; wide range of
machines.     
Lots of work all season.
Camp/R & B provided.  

Competitive wages. 
Valid drivers license 

req’d.   
Send resume and 

work references to: 
Bryden Construction 

and Transport Co. Inc. 

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@

www.
brydenconstruction

andtransport.ca

Call Toll Free: 
1-844-GNG-NEWS
subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca

• Dec. 1 to March 31 •
Monday to Friday 9:00 to 4:30

Saturday and Sunday Closed
Closed Statutory Holidays

• April 1 to Nov. 30 •
Monday to Saturday

8:00 to 4:30
Sunday Closed

Closed Statutory Holidays
ACCEPTING: Used oil, filters and containers; 

Used Antifreeze; Batteries; Select household 
chemicals; Grain Bags & Twine; Concrete; 

Asphalt.
Info: northvalleywaste.ca
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Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Vases,
Cemetery Inscriptions and Cremation Urns.

FULLY GUARANTEED – LICENSED AND BONDED

See Our

Large Display

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

“Treating Your Family like a part of
Ours for 4 Generations”

Raymond and Crystal Bailey,
Don Klus and Len VargaCAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales
• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

Dennis Temple 306-332-1335

or 306-728-8197

Licensed and Bonded

DIRECTORY 

ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group

1-844-464-6397

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

FUNERAL + MONUMENT DIRECTORY

Keith Hawken  306-695-2479
Michael Rey 306-901-7440
Laurie Rey 306-901-7000

mrey@sasktel.net

Cemetery Memorials • In Cemetery Lettering
Memorial Levelling  • Memorial Restoration 

RM of Lajord No. 128
Zoning Bylaw Ammendment

The Planning and Development Act, 2007

INTENT: 
1.

2.

AFFECTED LANDS:

REASON: 

PUBLIC INSPECTION:  

PUBLIC HEARING: 

Licence #LR24 - 0147

SCAN HERE TO  
BUY TICKETS

ERE TERE T

BUY TODAY!

S
OO

BUY
1 for $25 | 10 for $50 | 25 for $75 | 50 for $100 | 100 for $150 

PURCHASE DEADLINE: JUNE 9, 2025 AT 11:59PM        FINAL DRAW DATE: JUNE 13, 2025 3:45PM

trucksandbucks.ca  |  1.866.653.9191

PROCEEDS HELP SUPPORT THE JIM PATTISON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Y TOTODADAY!Y!Y TODAY!

550//5500
Winner Takes Half the Jackpot!

AND GROWING!

CURRENNTLY OVEER

$83,100*$$8833,,10000**

Final Deadline: June 9
*AS OF MAY 15, 2025

Prizes are not exactly as shown.

WIN AND WIN ANND 
CHOOSE!CCHOOOSE!

OR
TAKE TAKE CASHCASH!!

$70,000$70,000

Towards Any Dealer
in Saskatchewan

$75,000

SASK ELKS LOTTERY 2025

BARLEY
*NEW - AB STANDSWELL*

SMOOTH AWN, HIGH YIELDING,
GRAIN AND FORAGE

GREAT LODGING RESISTANCE
1ST NITROGEN USE

EFFICIENT CEREAL IN CANADA
ATTRACTING JAPANESE

INTEREST

ESMA, CERVEZA, 
CDC AUSTENSON, 

CDC MAVERICK, SUNDRE. 
WHEAT

PINTAIL, FORAGE OR GRAIN

OATS
AC JUNIPER, AC MORGAN, 

AC MUSTANG, DERBY, 
CDC SO1 SUPER OAT.

PEAS
VERY EARLY YELLOW PEA

FORAGE PEAS,
ALSO AVAILABLE
POLISH CANOLA & 
SPRING TRITICALE

mastinseeds.com
403-556-2609

PUBLIC AUCTION

RCMP investigating fatal 
rollover near Dunleath

Submitted
Grasslands News 

On Thursday, May 22, 
at approximately 5:15 p.m., 
Yorkton RCMP received a 
report of a single-vehicle 
rollover on Highway #10, 

near Dunleath, SK.
Officers responded 

along with local fire and 
EMS. The sole occupant of 
the vehicle was declared 
deceased by EMS at the 
scene. 

He has been identified 
as a 34-year-old male from 

Keeseekoose First Nation. 
His family has been noti-
fied.

Yorkton RCMP con-
tinue to investigate with 
the assistance of a Sas-
katchewan RCMP colli-
sion reconstructionist.



Help keep your community’s history alive.
SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
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Legacy Inn would love to be a part of your future events! 
Booking for weddings, banquets, reunions and meetings 

Contact: gmgrenfell@bluecrescent.ca 

As always, we are happy to do a personal tour of our apartments. 
Contact: Richard at 306-697-7298 or Shauna at 306-697-7160

Legacy Inn
& Heritage Community Living

 800 Ennis Ave., Grenfell, SK

an event ?
Check out what the Legacy Inn has to off er 

with their Banquet Room and beautiful
outdoor space!

The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. 
NHL and the NHL Shield are registered trademarks of the National Hockey League. ©NHL 2025. All Rights Reserved.

Sales hoursPromo 

Up toUp toRates from 

©NHL

Race to the Cup
Hyundai Sales Event

Finance from

Includes 0.5% loyalty rate reduction
for qualifying customers .̂

models†.

Tucson PHEV Kona Santa Fe

4.49%

4.49%

on select models

$1,500
loyalty credit

1.00%
loyalty rate reduction

$350
60 Months

Plus 
Tax

on select vehicles

$500
Military rebate

Dealer License # 323917

PH: 306-783-8080    TF:1-800-565-0002  

www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK

Mon: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Tues: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Wed: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Thurs: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Fri: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Sat: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Sun: Closed

6.79%

915 Service Road, Whitewood, SK

Honestly driven.Honestly driven.

We are looking for an experienced, skilled and dependable 
mechanic to join our team.
cars and take pride in quality work, we would love to hear from 

Please contact Willy at OK Tire & Auto Whitewood 
PH: 306-735-2224 or email resume to: whitewood@oktire.com

AUTO MECHANIC WANTEDFlower boxes prepared 
for seasonal planting

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

With the return of 
warm weather gardens 
began to take shape this 
week. 

Members of Fort 
Qu’Appelle’s Communi-
ties in Bloom were busy 

on Tuesday changing the 
soil and fertilizing the 70 
planters that the group 
maintains around town 
throughout the summer. 

The national program 
is designed to beautify 
and foster pride in partici-
pating communities. 

The theme this year is 

“Edible Gardens.” 
Bloomers will be co-op-

erating with the food bank 
to grow tomatoes, vegeta-
bles and edible flowers. 

The flowers and green-
ery in the parks and the 
planters around town will 
be planted this weekend.

Edible Gardens
Bloomers Cathy Boehme, Evelyn Lee and Jacqui Bangle dig in to prepare the 
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Questions contact us here

1-844-GNG-NEWS

GET EXCLUSIVE ACCESS!

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE
www.grasslandsnews.ca/subscribe

$55 For 1 year mailed
Subscription

By S/Sgt. Dallyn Holmstrom
Broadview Detachment

The RCMP Report is 
back. I have upset more 
people in the past few 
months by not writing 
this report than I have 
19 years of policing. That 
being said, this paper 
is dedicated to my high 
school English teacher, 
Mr. Morrison, who I’m 
sure is shocked and ap-
palled that any newspaper 
would publish something 
I wrote.

Let’s get this going –  
there were 115 calls for 
service in the Broadview/ 
Moosomin Detachment 
area over the past week. 
There were 31 traffic 
tickets in the Broadview 
Detachment area. Not 
only did the top speeder 
get multiple complaints 
called in about him, he 
also passed about 10 off 
duty police officers that 
were very happy to see 
the vehicle stopped. The 
white speeding Volkswa-
gen GTI was clocked going 
186 km/hr on Highway #1 
near Broadview and re-
ceived a $1,089 fine. I also 
thought I should men-
tion when the driver was 
asked why he was travel-
ling so fast he told the of-
ficers his tire was leaking 
air and he needed to get 
to a tire shop, seems safe 
to me! The male driver 
was also arrested for dan-
gerous driving and had 
his vehicle impounded. 
Coming in Second place 
this week was a speedster 
driving a Nissan Kicks 
travelling 152 km/hr on 
Highway #1 near Broad-
view and received a fine 
of $708. 

New Equipment
RCMP in the area are 

now all equipped with 
body cameras. These cam-
eras are going to help us 
immensely with all our 
investigations as they 
will capture everything 
our officers encounter 
throughout their shifts. 
We fully expect these cam-
eras to assist us in several 
ways, especially our court 
proceedings. I should also 
note that these body cam-
eras are both video and 
audio equipped. 

 I know this call isn’t 
from the past week, but I 
thought I would include it 
given its nature. On May 
9th, RCMP responded to a 
complaint of an impaired 
driver on Ochapowace 
First Nations. It was re-
ported that the vehicle 
narrowly missed several 
pedestrians. RCMP lo-
cated the male suspect at 
home and arrested him 
for impaired driving. The 
male was transported to 
the RCMP detachment 
to provide samples of his 
breath. The male then be-
came agitated by his cir-
cumstances and attacked 
one of the male police 
officers while in the cell 
block. The intoxicated 
male had to be tasered 
by a fellow RCMP officer 
so the RCMP could take 
control of the situation. 
This male suspect has re-
mained in custody since 

this incident and has been 
charged for his actions. 
The RCMP officer that 
was assaulted received 
some minor cuts to his 
lip during the altercation. 
This incident was fully 
captured on bodycam and 
was played in court.

On May 13th, RCMP 
were called to a complaint 
on Kahkewistahaw First 
Nations where a male 
was highly intoxicated at 
a residence and was re-
fusing to leave. RCMP at-
tended the residence and 
arrested the intoxicated
male and provided him a 
safe place of sanctuary at 
the RCMP Bed and Break-
fast.

On May 13th, RCMP
were called to an assault 
at the ball diamonds on 
Kahkewistahaw First Na-
tions. RCMP learned that 
an intoxicated female had 
become upset with some 
kids and tried to swing 
towards them. The kids 
then took off running and 
were not hurt. The female 
then got mad and upset 
with another adult female 
that they assaulted and 
threatened to kill. The 
intoxicated female was 
arrested and charged for 
her behaviour and was re-
leased once she was sober.

On May 14th, RCMP
were called to an intoxi-
cated, unwanted male at a 
residence on Zagime An-
ishinabek. The male was 
refusing to leave. RCMP
attended the residence 
and arrested the male. 
The intoxicated male 
spent some quality time at 
the RCMP Bed and Break-
fast and departed once he 
was sober.

On May 14th, RCMP
were called to the Broad-
view town garbage dump. 
Two males had cut the
locks at the dump and 
left numerous bed mat-
tresses in the dump. The 
males were located and
arrested for mischief. One 
of the males remained in 
custody as he had been 
serving a previous jail 
sentence in the commu-
nity on conditions.

On May 15th, RCMP
were called to an assault 
at a residence on Kahkew-
istahaw First Nations. 
The assault took place 
in the residence prior to 
RCMP’s arrival. When 
RCMP arrived both par-
ties were out yelling at 
one another in front of the
residence. A male was ar-
rested on scene and trans-
ported back to the RCMP 
Bed and Breakfast. He
was charged with assault 
with a weapon.

On May 15th, RCMP 
were called to an intoxi-
cated male who was cov-
ered in mud walking on 
Kahkewistahaw First Na-
tions. RCMP located the 
male who advised he was 
from Regina but was stay-
ing with family. RCMP 
provided the male a ride
back to his family’s resi-
dence where he agreed to 
stay until he was sober.

On May 15th, RCMP
were called to a motel in 
Broadview where an in-
toxicated male was bang-
ing on the back door and 

refusing to leave. RCMP
attended and arrested the 
male for being intoxicated 
in public. The male was 
then provided a free night 
stay at the RCMP Bed and 
Breakfast, which, might 
be what he was looking 
for all along. 

On May 15th, RCMP 
were dispatched to a panic 
alarm from a residence in 
Wapella. RCMP attended 
and learned that the panic 
alarm was caused by an 
issue with the alarm due 
to the moisture from the 
rain. These technical dif-
ficulties are impossible to 
predict.

On May 16th, RCMP
received a call from a 
residence on Zagime 
Anishinabek First Na-
tions. The caller stated 
that their shed had been
broken into, and a lawn 
mower and several other 
tools were stolen from the 
shed. The caller provided 
the RCMP with two sus-
pects. RCMP is requesting 
anyone with information
about this theft to contact 
the Broadview RCMP by 
calling 306-696-5200. Infor-
mation can be submitted 
anonymously through
CrimeStoppers by calling 
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or 
submitting a tip online at 
www.saskcrimestoppers.
com

On May 16th, RCMP 
were called to a residence 
on Kahkawistahaw First 
Nations where an intoxi-
cated female was getting 
aggitated and trying to 
start a fight in the resi-
dence. RCMP attended 
and arrested the intoxi-
cated female who spent 
the night at the RCMP
Bed and Breakfast and 
was released once she was 
sober.

On May 17th, RCMP 
received a complaint of 
a male curled up on the 
side of #1 Highway sleep-
ing. RCMP attended and 
located the male who was 
now walking and trying
to catch a ride. RCMP 
warned the male that he 
could not sleep on the side 
of the highway and that it 
was extremely dangerous.

On May 17th, RCMP 
received a report of a 
horse on Highway #210 
near Broadview that was 
trying to stirrup trou-
ble. RCMP attended and 
located the horse foal-
ing around in the ditch. 
RCMP located the owner
who said sometimes it 
was a night-mare keeping 
his horses in but, that he 
would do his best to rein 
it in.

On May 18th, RCMP 
received a call of a serious 
assault that took place on 
Kahkewistahaw First 
Nations. RCMP attended 
along with EMS and the 
victim was treated for a 
head injury. The suspect 
had already left the resi-
dence and was not located 
by RCMP on the night in 
question. The male is cur-
rently wanted for assault 
causing bodily harm.

On May 20th, RCMP
received a call of an as-
sault that took place at a 
residence on Ochapowace 
First Nations. RCMP at-

Broadview RCMP respond to 155 calls in last week

610 Otterloo Street
Indian Head, Saskatchewan

www.facebook.com/IndianHeadMuseum
indianheadmuseum@gmail.com

tended and placed the 
male under arrest for 
assault. The male was 
brought back to the 
RCMP Bed and Breakfast 
and started to fight with 
RCMP members when he 
was escorted to his room. 
The male ended up hav-
ing to be O.C. sprayed to 
gain compliance. This
was another great ex-
ample where it was very 
beneficial to have body
camera audio and video 
of the entire incident. 
The male was charged 
with the original assault, 
as well as, assault police 
officer and has remained 
in custody. 

Kieasha Bitternose 
attended the Broadview 
RCMP with her family 
and performed a cultural 
dance and made a tobacco 
offering with RCMP mem-
bers to spread awareness 
and honour Missing and
Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls. It was 
very important for her to 
dance outside the RCMP 
detachment in hopes to 
foster a growing relation-
ship between First Na-
tions and the RCMP. 

Scam of the Week
Artificial intelligence 

(AI) voice scams – New 
generative artificial in-
telligence (AI) can imitate 
anyone’s voice or image
and are now widely avail-
able to the public.

Scammers are using
that technology to fool 
people. AI can be used to 
create ‘deep fakes’ — im-
personating the voice or 
appearance of someone fa-
mous. That celebrity then 
asks you to put money
into an investment, tell-
ing you it’s a great op-
portunity and you should 
act right away. But in the 
end, it’s a scam.

If you get a call like 
this, first take a breath 
and pause. Slow down 
and verify who the caller 
really is. You can protect 
yourself by having a spe-
cial word or phrase that 

only you and your family 
members know the an-
swer to. If in doubt, hang 
up and call the person 
back using a number you 
trust.

It’s okay not to be okay!
I want to ensure that if 

someone needs help the 
Suicide Prevention line 
is always available in the 
paper for them. We want 
to encourage everyone to 
reach out for help and talk 
to someone if they can. 
No matter how bad things 
may seem, remember they 
can always get better. Life 
can be very difficult to say 
the least. Please reach out 
and check in with friends, 
co-workers, and family to 
see how they are doing. 

It’s a perfectly normal 
question to ask people 
how they are doing. Don’t 
let people suffer in si-
lence. If you see someone 
that you believe needs 
some help but won’t ac-
cept help from you, please 
let the police or their fam-
ily know. In Saskatch-
ewan you can call/text 
the mental health crisis
line at 9-8-8 Counselling 
Connect Saskatchewan 
Canadian Mental Health 
Association 1-306-384-9333.

Police Joke
Cop: Do you know why 

I stopped you?
*looks back at my 

trailer full of donkeys*
Driver: “Because I’m 

……. Hauling ass”


