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Memorabilia damaged

Navy cadet corps in the Old Fort.

ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Police in Fort Qu’Appelle have detained four chil-
dren, all of them under the age of 14, who broke into the
pavilion in the Old Fort and caused considerable dam-
age to the building. The children smashed light fixtures,
wrote obscene graffiti on the walls, unleashed the fire
extinguishers contaminating the main hall with toxic
chemical spray and damaged almost every room in the 
building including the Midsummer Arts Festival stor-
age room and trophies in the office of Royal Canadian 
Sea Cadet Corps HMCS Saskatchewan. 

“It is devastating,” said the cadet corps administra-
tion officer Sub Lt. Caleb Durk. 

“The drill hall was completely trashed, we’re not able 
to parade there. We pay for the space and now can’t use
it. And they smashed valuable trophies including the 
Commanding Officers Trophy that was donated by for-
mer commander Ron Haskell.” 

This year’s annual ceremonial review on Wednes-
day, May 28 has been moved from the Old Fort to the
Harold Ross Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion.

 Treasurer Virgina Lacroix told the Fort Times that 
the vandalism is a setback for the cadet corps which has 
just been rebuilt following the Covid pandemic. 

The youngsters responsible are believed to have bro-
ken into the building on a Saturday evening and were
apprehended when they returned to do more damage 
the following Sunday.

The Military Police may be called in to investigate,
but the names of the children apprehended cannot be
made public because they are all under age. 

Youngsters trash Old 
Fort; four detained 

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

A by-election to fill 
the seat vacated when 
Marcy Johnson resigned 
from Fort Qu’Appelle’s 
town council will be held 
Wednesday, Oct. 22. 

Johnson quit on April 
24 before she could be dis-
ciplined after complaints 
filed against her under the 
town’s code of ethics were 
substantiated by a third-
party investigation. 

Johnson was present in 
the public gallery at last 
Thursday’s meeting when 
council approved the bill 
for $12,064.50 that Camp-
bell Consultants charged 
taxpayers to investigate 
the complaints against 
her. 

“These types of com-
plaints could have, and 
should have been han-
dled internally,” Johnson 
insists. “They are friv-
olous and are diverting 

resources away from real 
community priorities.” 

Although Johnson is 
no longer a member of 
council, she said she still 
intends to sit in the public 
gallery at every council 
meeting to hold council-
ors to account and report 
on their decision making, 
“both good and bad.” 

She encouraged res-
idents to attend regu-
lar council meetings to 
“see firsthand what your 
elected officials and ad-
ministrators are making 
decisions on.”

Minor ball wants better 
playing fields 

Representatives of Fort 
Qu’Appelle Minor Ball As-
sociation appeared before 
council asking for its help 
“to make ball alive and 
make ball great in the val-
ley again.” 

In his presentation, 
Nik Whalen said the as-
sociation was “somewhat 

To attend council 
Although no longer on council Marcy Johnson 

says she will attend meetings to hold council to 

account for its decisions. 

ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS

discouraged” by councils’ 
response to the concerns 
expressed about diamond 
maintenance, fence re-
pairs, dragging of the di-
amonds to ensure player 
safety, secure storage for 
equipment and a review 
of rental fees.  

He wants a discussion 
with council to “inquire, 
question and seek clar-
ity,” about Minor Ball’s 
concerns. Whalen pointed 
out that “Ball was a very 
popular sport some years 
ago and has seen a large 
increase in participants. 
Fort Minor Ball has two 
under five teams, two 
under seven teams, an 
under nine baseball and 
an under nine softball 
and an under 11 softball 
team.” 

He added that Minor 
Ball wants to work collab-
oratively with the town 
to improve conditions of 
the diamonds and at the 
same time advocate for 91 
young athletes. He also ex-
pressed concern because 
the U-11 softball team is 
in its inaugural year with 
the Regina League, and 
if parents of the Regina 
League see “unsafe field 
conditions” the U-11 team 
might not be allowed to 

play in the league next 
year.

Minor Ball intends to 
hold a volunteer night 
to fix the diamonds and 
paint the dugouts but 
wants council’s direct in-
volvement and approval. 

Fort Qu’Appelle “is 
sitting on a gem of oppor-
tunity,” said Whalen who 
said the association wants 
“a clear path of com-
munication to address 
its concerns about field 
maintenance and sched-
uling. 

Craiglieth street repairs
Council is considering 

a request from residents 
to give “high priority” to 
complete the paving for 
residents who live on the 
300 block Craiglieth Ave-
nue north to 1st street. 

“We have to do some-
thing with that area,” 
agreed Councilor Ron 
Shordee. It has been ne-
glected for 40 years. It 
doesn’t make sense.”

 As a short-term solu-
tion Chief Administra-
tion Officer Don Mcleod 
proposed dumping some 
gravel on the road. “It 
wouldn’t take a whole lot 
to make it better. I would 

- SEE TOWN COUNCIL, 11

Fort by-election
set for Oct. 22 to
replace Johnson

Ousted councillor to still 
attend public meetings
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Inspire

Inspire 2025 event in Regina which featured motivational speakers and musi-

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Students and their 
teachers filled the audi-
torium at Conexus Arts 
Centre in Regina on May 
8 for Inspire 2025. The an-
nual event was first held 
in 2018 and is intended 
as a replacement of WE 
Day Saskatchewan ral-
lies. Inspire draws youth 
from across the province 
to hear motivational 
speeches from young 
leaders and see how oth-
ers are using their talents 
in positive ways. This 
year’s program included 
guests with experience in 
sports, performing arts, 
government and various 
organizations. Speakers 
described their role in 
supporting community 
initiatives, advocating for 
human rights and promot-
ing multiculturalism.

Ian Pacio, who teaches 
Grades 7 and 8 at James 
Hamblin School in Qu’Ap-
pelle, attended Inspire 
2025 with members of the 
school’s Student Leader-
ship Council (SLC). He 
noted that, unlike WE Day 
events, Inspire featured 
many individuals from 

local communities. This 
aspect, and the fact that 
several presenters were 
young, increased the re-
latability for those attend-
ing the event.

“Students are starting 
to think about what they 
want to do with their life 
and it’s important for 
them to get inspiration,” 
Pacio commented. “They 
get to see these other kids 
in action and they’re not 
just wasting their youth 
years away. They hear 
repeatedly from someone 
that they see every day – 
like their teacher – but it 
helps to hear from some-
body else, especially those 
that are out there doing
something.”

Qu’Appelle students 
Rian Arthur and Iris 
Pihrag were impressed by 
speakers who shared their 
efforts to advocate for 
women’s rights. They also 
enjoyed performances 
by a young breakdancer, 
Asher Melanson, and mu-
sicians like Itohan Agba-
tor. Rian liked hearing 
from a mother and daugh-
ter who co-founded an or-
ganization for women and 
girls. Her classmate was
encouraged by 16-year-

old Catherine Okolita’s 
speech that described the 
founding of Catherine’s 
Cause.

“Even at a really young 
age, she just started with a 
simple cleaning up of the 
park, but she’s raised so 
much money!” Iris said. 
“I liked how you can just 
do a few simple things and 
you’re still making an im-
pact on other people’s 
lives or on the world.”

SLC members from
Indian Head Elementary 
School also attended In-
spire 2025 and teacher 
Mallory Klein took a
group of students from 
Indian Head High School 
(IHHS) to the event.

“Any opportunity to 
give kids a different view 
of the world is a valuable 
experience,” Klein told 
Grasslands News. “For 
young kids to see other 
young kids making such a 
huge impact on their piece 
of the world, it shows 
them that they really are 
capable of whatever they 
choose to pursue.”

Students’ comments 
afterwards indicated that 
the event revealed pre-
cisely that motivation to 
them. 

Carly Schreiner, a 
Grade 9 student at IHHS, 
said, “I think it was a cool 
thing to see people that are 
young have such a huge 
impact on the world.”

Indian Head student 
Jillian Heidecker is in 
Grade 12 and shared a 
similar perspective.

“Being surrounded by 
that type of energy makes 

you believe that you ac-
tually can change things 
and creates a flow of en-
ergy. There are no bounds
on what you can achieve,”
Jillian observed.

Motivational event in Regina

Students attend  ‘Inspire’
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Help keep your community’s history alive.
SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca

For more info see our website www.fortqfarmersmarket.com or 
our Facebook page at Fort Qu’Appelle & District Farmers’ Market 

or CONTACT: Colleen at 306-450-2652 
or email: fortfarmersmarket@hotmail.com

Local source for all things home made,
hand made, home baked and home grown.

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
May  17 to September 6, 2025
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More than just a place to shop!
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LANE REALTY

www.lanerealty.com

JASON BEUTLER
306-735-7811

The Town of Grenfell would like to present “Switzer Place” lots for sale. As part of our 

promotional plan for growth, the Town of Grenfell is offering new lots for sale for $1.00!

Wait, there’s a catch! Each lot has 2 years to be developed on with a primary residence with 

the final inspection.  There’s also a $10,000 refundable deposit upon completion and a $1,000 

refundable infrastructure deposit.  Contact the Town Office for more details. 

These lots will be first come-first served with Agreement and Deposit received.
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Town Owned Lots – For Sale 
Town of Grenfell

By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

Grasslands News pub-
lications were recognized 
by their peers last week 
when they received 23 
provincial awards of ex-
cellence in the Saskatch-
ewan Weekly Newspapers 
Association (SWNA) an-
nual Better Newspapers 
Competition (BNC).

Grasslands News 
publications – the Fort 
Qu’Appelle Times, Indian 
Head-Wolseley News, 
Kipling Clipper, Melville 
Advance, Whitewood- 
Grenfell Herald Sun 
and Vibank Quad-Town 
Forum - picked up five 
first place awards, nine 
second place awards, and 
nine third place awards in 
the BNC’s General Excel-
lence and Premier award 
categories. The awards 
were judged on publica-
tions from 2024.

The General Excel-
lence Awards are the top 
honours in the newspaper 
industry and recognize 
newspapers of similar 
circulation for excellence 
in layout, design and con-
tent. The Premier Awards 
has newspapers of vari-
ous circulations compete 
against each other in 
areas such as writing, ad 
design and photography.

In General Excellence 

category, The Indian 
Head-Wolseley News won 
first place for Best Edito-
rial Page and Best Paper 
Overall, and second for 
Best front page, while the 
Kipling Clipper won sec-
ond place for Best Overall 
Paper and third for Best 
Editorial Page. The Mel-
ville Advance won sec-
ond place for Best Overall 
Paper and Best Edito-
rial Page, while the Fort 
Qu’Appelle Times won 
second place for Best Edi-
torial Page, and the White-
wood-Grenfell Herald Sun 
won third for Best Front 
Page.

In the Premier Awards, 
Grasslands News received 
three first place finishes 
for stories and photos 
published throughout 
the year. The Indian 
Head-Wolseley News’ 
Sarah Pacio won first 
place for Best Saskatch-
ewan Recreational Story 
or Series of stories for her 
story titled “Volunteers 
work to revive summer 
camp facility”.

Fort Qu’Appelle Times’ 
Alan Hustak won first 
place for Best Health/
Healthcare Coverage for 
his story about five doc-
tors leaving Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle.

The Vibank Quad-
Town Forum’s Brad 
Brown won first place 

for Best Educational Cov-
erage K-12 for his story 
about the Sask NDP Pledg-
ing a new school for White 
City area.

Second place awards 
won by Grasslands News 
publications were:

• Best Saskatchewan 
Recreational Story for 
Connie Schwalm’s article 
in the Kippling Clipper 
titled “Cowboys find dif-
ferent ways to chase their 
rodeo dream”.

• Best First Nations 
Coverage for Alan Hus-
tak’s article “17-year old 
boil water advisory lifted 
by gov’t” in the Fort 
Times.

• Best Government Cov-
erage for Brad Brown’s 
article “Ombudsman cri-
tiques town and council-
lor alike in code of ethics” 
in the Quad Town Forum.

• Best People Photo for 
Alan Hustak’s photo of the 
Lipton Mud Bogs.

Third place awards 
won by Grasslands News 
publications were:

• Best Saskatchewan 
Arts or Cultural Series or 
Stories for Sara Pacio’s 
article “Drive-In opens for 
70th season” in the Indian 
Head-Wolseley News.

• Salute to Veterans for 
Sara Pacio’s acticle “Ban-
ners honour Indian Head 
Veterans for Remem-
brance Day” in the Indian 
Head Wolseley News.

• Best News Story of the 
Year for Chris Ashfield 
and Elaine Ashfield’s ar-
ticle “High speed chase 
ends in shooting death” in 
the Whitewood-Grenfell 
Herald Sun.

• Best Sports Story for 
Jacob Miller’s story titled 
“MMBA looks to revital-
ize baseball in the com-
munity” in the Melville 
Advance.

• Best People photo for 
Chris Ashfield’s Remem-
brance Day wreath laying 
photo in the Herald Sun.

• Best Hard News 
photo for Chris Ashfield’s 
photo of a house fire on 
Ochapowace.

“Grasslands News has 
some exceptional staff 
that work hard to bring 
our readers the news from 
our local communities 
every single week. These 
awards showcase their 
hard work and dedication 
and I can’t thank them 
enough for everything 
they do,” said Publisher 
Chris Ashfield.

Grasslands News wins
23 newspaper awards

Outdoor artist
Tina Waters specializes in landscapes and animal studies. The artist was en-

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Tina Waters took advantage of a hot, 
windy day last week to bring her sketch 
pad and set up an easel outdoors to paint 
a Qu’Appelle River landscape. 

“The spot in the park behind the mu-
seum was so peaceful and enjoyable I 
just had to stop and paint it,” said the
artist who ranches with her husband 
near Cupar. She darkened the blue with 
burnt sienna to colour the lake and com-
pleted the small canvas on the spot as 

passersby stopped to watch. 
“I enjoy that. I like it when people 

come by as I work,” she told Grasslands 
News. “A number of other artists will be 
out painting plein air, (directly captur-
ing the natural light and atmosphere of 
an outdoor scene) so watch out for us.” 

Waters learned to paint with oils 
when she was 18 and keeps getting better 
at it. She is preparing for an exhibition 
of her own in Regina later this month 
and is expected to display some of her 
works at the annual Lebret Art Show in 
July.

Artist enjoys open air painting
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Closed over lunch.

By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

Volunteer firefighters from across the 
province were in Melville to complete 
training to make them better firefighters 
in their own communities.

The Saskatchewan Volunteer Fire 
Fighters Association (SVFFA) held their 
2025 Spring Camp from May 9 to 11 in 
Melville with over 140 volunteer fire-
fighters taking part in the action.

The three-day school featured a 
number of different courses including 
Ground Ladders and Ropes, Vehicle Fire 
Fighting, Structural Search and Rescue, 
Heavy Vehicle Rescue and more.

The school made use of Melville Com-

prehensive School, Merv Moore Arena, 
CN Community Centre, and Suncrest 
College’s Saskatchewan Emergency Re-
sponse Institute.

The Suncrest training facility oper-
ated as the training ground for all of the 
practical fire training including vehicle 
extraction and suppressing live fires.

The event also featured a tradeshow 
so that volunteer firefighters and their 
departments could see what was new and 
available for their fire fighting needs.

A banquet was held on May 10 at the 
CN Community Centre those attending 
the school. During the banquet Mayor 
Joe Kirwan thanked retired Deputy 
Chief Norm Konechny for his 53 years of 
service to the Melville Fire Department.

140 volunteer firefighters
attend training in Melville

By Brad Brown
Grasslands News 

A former educational 
assistant at Vibank Re-
gional School is sched-
uled to learn June 10 how 
long she will spend in jail 
after being convicted of 
sexual crimes against two 
teenaged boys.

RM of Francis resi-
dent Stacey Duke was 
convicted in March on 
two counts each of sexual 
exploitation of a young 
person, making sexually 
explicit material avail-
able to a child, and luring 
a child.

Sentencing arguments 
were held earlier this 
month at Court of King’s 
Bench in Regina.

The Regina Lead-
er-Post reported that 
defence lawyer Jessica 

Bihun proposed an over-
all sentence of 26 months 
while Crown prosecutor
Cheyenne Esmond ar-
gued for six years.

Duke was arrested and 
charged in January 2023 
in relation to events po-
lice said occurred in Octo-
ber 2022, while Duke was 
employed at the Vibank
school.

Court heard at trial 
that, at the time of the 
offences, one victim was 
a current student in 
Vibank while the other 
was a former student of 
the school.

The Leader-Post’s re-
porting added that Duke 
admitted in court to re-
questing sex from and 
sending an explicit video
to one of the victims, 
while denying inappro-
priate communication 

with the other.
As previously reported 

in the Quad Town Forum, 
Duke was released on 
conditions following her 
arrest including a pro-
hibition on contact with 
the victims as well as on
visiting their places of 
residence, employment 
or education.

The Leader-Post re-
ported May 5 that Duke 
remains free from cus-
tody while awaiting sen-
tencing.

Prairie Valley School
Division and Vibank Re-
gional School issued their 
first public statements on 
the matter Jan. 19, 2023 – 
three days after Duke’s 
arrest and 10 days after 
both entities told The 
Forum they were first 
made aware of the inves-
tigation.

Teacher to be sentenced in June
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New Home Mechanical Consultation
Blue print consultation, to ensure mechanical layout is efficient.
If there’s a way to save money we’ll help you find it.

Commercial & Residential New Build Specialist

Furnace, Boiler, Air Conditioner Install & Repair

Rural Mechanical Water Treatment

Sewage & Pump Systems

Residential & Commercial 
In-Floor Heating Systems

1-306-697-3504
AFTER HOURS: 1-306-697-7219

505 Pacific Street Grenfell, SK
Email: Kruegersplumbing@sasktel.net

Krueger’sPlumbing & Heating  

 Local trusted expert | Journeyman | Licensed Gas Fitter | 35 years in Business

Register Your Float for Parade Days! 

Register for the Town Wide Garage Sale 

Join the Bloom Brigade this Spring! 

Tourist Booth Volunteers Needed

306-695-2742

Town Page

Upcoming Community Events

May 15 – Orders due for Shriners Rose Day

May 22 – Newcomer Information Session with

   Regina Open Door Society

May 24 – Town Wide Garage Sale

May 24 – Bell Barn Lobster Supper

May 24 – Indian Head Golf “Night Golf”

June 3 – Shriners Rose Day Pick Up

June 8 – Indian Head Minor Ball Day

June 8 – Stampede with the Broncs

June 11 – Indian Head Rockets Tribute Game

June 14 – Curling Club Cornhole Tournament

75th Anniversary

Indian Head Rockets Tribute Game

By Brad Brown
Grasslands News 

Never mind a tree fall-
ing in the woods. If a pol-
itician announces their 
retirement in southeast 
Saskatchewan, are they 
ever really out of politics?

At least in the days fol-
lowing the April 28 federal 
election, Robert Kitchen 
wasn’t ruling anything 
out.

“When I put my ballot 
in the box, I turned to my 
wife and the people around 
me and I said I am offi-
cially retired,” the three-
term Conservative MP 
said in a phone interview 

with Grasslands News.
By Kitchen’s own ad-

mission, the declaration 
may have come as a relief 
to his wife Donna after 10 
years in federal office.

Kitchen was first 
elected to represent Souris-
Moose Mountain in 2015 
and served three terms in 
Ottawa before announcing 
his intention to not seek 
re-election in this year’s 
vote.

“My wife has had my 
back and I can’t speak 
highly enough for the great 
work she has done to keep 
me going and, at this stage, 
I am at a point where I 
owe her for all those years 

and the things that I knew 
when I signed up – I had the 
big shoulders and I could 
take what was going to be 
thrown my way,” Kitchen 
said. “My wife didn’t sign 
up for it. So some of the 
things that transpired the 
last 10 years, I can’t pay 
her back for.”

That said, Kitchen ac-
knowledged some ongoing 
concern for federal mat-
ters as they impact the 
local area – including some 
within the Conservative 
Party of Canada.

“Ultimately my abil-
ity to continue to be what 
I believe in, which is a 
grassroots politician who 
spoke for the majority of 
constituents, that part was 
important to me,” said 
Kitchen. “Throughout my 
time in office I felt I was 
always going to speak to 
and vote on issues as my 
constituents see fit ... and 
what scares me a bit now 
is the top-down aspect that 
appears to be coming back 
into politics, and that both-
ers me as we see things 
go.”

Kitchen was succeeded
as the riding’s MP by 
former provincial MLA 
Steven Bonk, who de-
feated Kitchen’s former 
campaign manager Mike

Strachan in a contested 
nomination last summer.

“Federal politics is 
something that remains 
very important to me and 
I’ll keep an eye on things 
as they roll along,” he said.

Debt and taxes
Internal politics are 

far from the only thing on 
Kitchen’s mind however 
as he looks to the future 
of both the riding and the 
country.

For one, he looks at the 
national debt, which has 
roughly doubled over the 
past decade to just over 
$1.5 billion, coupled with 
Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney’s campaign promise to 
run deficit budgets for at
least the next four years.

“Who’s going to pay 

Former MP Kitchen reflects 
on 10 years in federal office

that back and how’s it 
going to be paid back?” 
Kitchen asked.

He also hopes to see 
potash, agriculture and 
energy matters continue 
to be pushed forward in 
Ottawa – including on the 
file of carbon capture and 
storage.

“When I first got to Ot-
tawa, nobody had any clue 
about carbon capture and
storage, so I continually 
talked about that when-
ever I could, speaking 
about how we needed to
advance that however we 
can,” said Kitchen, citing 
an area of rare bipartisan 
collaboration over the 
years.

“Over time, the Liber-
als actually started put-
ting some of that into their 
policies and so to me that
is a great thing to see that 
people are actually talking 
about that aspect because 
it takes time – decades – 
for that sort of thing to be 
advanced.”

Fear mongering?
The Liberals won a mi-

nority government in last 
month’s election with 170
seats, up 18 from their seat 
count prior to the vote but 
still two short of forming a 
majority.

The Conservatives also 
increased their seat count, 
from 120 to 143, both par-
ties seemingly beneficia-
ries of a collapse in support 
for both the NDP and Bloc 
Quebecois.

And Saskatchewan re-
mained reliably Conserva-
tive as well, voting blue in 
13 of 14 provincial ridings.

In Conservative circles

though it was also a result
seen as a disappointment,
after they had been polling 
as mortal locks to claim
a majority government
barely four months ago.

“What surprised me 
was, I would say, the col-
lapse of the Bloc from 
the numbers they had to
what they are now,” said
Kitchen. “That collapse
surprised me and that col-
lapse went to the Liberals, 
and that’s how the Liber-
als ended up at the stage
they’re at.”

Kitchen also pointed to
what he called a fear-based
campaign from the Liber-
als as a leading reason for
their re-election, played
against the backdrop of 
economic and annexation
threats from U.S. president
Donald Trump.

And he says he’ll be
watching closely to see 
whether Carney will hon-
our campaign promises to
build pipelines and create
a cross-country energy cor-
ridor.

“I don’t trust the Lib-
erals as far as I can throw 
them, so what they prom-
ised during the election 
campaign, it’ll be interest-
ing to see whether they’ll 
follow through on those
issues,” said Kitchen.

“Ultimately I want to
have a Conservative gov-
ernment no matter how I 
look at it. That’s the most
important thing for me,
and the only way you do 
that is if you have Conser-
vative seats ... so at least in
Saskatchewan I’m happy
to see that.”

Robert Kitchen
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for the wrong that needs resistance; 

the future in the distance and 
the good that we can do.”

No to Saskatchewan
separatists

Letter to Editor: Column about prime minister was biased
Dear Editor,

In response to the opinion column in the May 9, 
2025 post by Elaine Ashfield — Silly antic’s aren’t 
for prime ministers.

Wondering if you saw the same video’s as I did 
in the meeting between Carney & Trump? Think-
ing maybe you got your info. From Fox News be-
cause your prospective in certainly not what most 
Canadians saw. Your headline alone shocked me. 
“Silly antic’s aren’t for prime ministers”- well
your friend Poilievre has spent over 20 years in 
parliament, and he has done nothing but “silly 
antics’ and 3 word slogans. He lost his seat in On-
tario, now he is parachuting into a safe seat in Al-
berta. 

You referred to Carney’s response regarding 
Canada becoming the 51st state-in your post you 
said-the country is not for sale and won’t be for 
sale ever. However you neglected to say what Car-
ney really said-he said- I checked with the owners 
of Canada [citizens] and it’s not for sale-now or
ever!

You call that egotistical? Well-to you I want to 
ask—how do you deal with a person like Trump 
who is like a school yard bully? One day he de-
mands your lunch- and if you give it to him- the 
next day he wants your lunch and your shoes.
Trump is a narcissist, a bully, doesn’t believe 
in due process, believes he is the “PAROUSIA”, 
thinks he would make a good pope- yet hates 
woman, has 34 convictions and aspires of being the 
leader of the whole world. Yet you seem to admire 
him.

Sorry but Carney was very diplomatic in his 
meeting with Trump and handled it very well. 

You mention Danielle Smith- and basically 
praise her. Smith has one agenda- to be the su-
preme leader of somewhere- not sure if she cares 
where it is but that is her agenda. Alberta’s citi-
zens are suffering now because she is ignoring 
health care, social services and democracy. She’s 
playing this “poor me” attitude to get the rednecks 
to back her-and sadly it’s working. Have you ever 
seen her mention that the federal government 
bought a pipeline for them-which doubled the ca-
pacity of oil sales? No, of course not!

 I have never voted Liberal and at one time re-
spected the conservatives until Brian Mulroney 
came along. He introduced free trade that took 
control away from the government and handed it 
to big corporations. Thousands of businesses’ have 
left Canada since free trade—all due to conserva-
tive policies. Are you happy with that? Basically, 
in my old age I just don’t pay attention to party
lines- just want what’s best for Canada!

Someone on face book a few days ago was just 
complaining that CBC got 1.5 billion from the 
government. I took the time to correct them and 
pointed out that it wasn’t 1.5 billion- but 1.5 mil-
lion. I also mentioned that Canadian Press- 108 of 
them received money also- a total of  over 123 mil-
lion- including Postmedia & The Globe & Mail—
heavy conservative backers. You see, that is the
problem-people put half-truths in comments and 
the press and people buy into it. 

I just wish in your “opinion” posts you would be 
a little less bias and actually try posting the truth 
and let the readers make their own decisions.

- Blaine Coleman,
Whitewood, SK

By Alan Hustak
Opinion column 

Someone has to take Scott Moe aside and explain to the pre-
mier the dangerous madness of flirting with the talk of Western 
Separatism that is taking hold. 

The Premier has blithely encouraged residents of this prov-
ince who want to become the 51st state to hold a plebiscite on the 
issue. “We have not given up on Saskatchewan’s opportunity to 
be part of this nation, (Canada),” he said. “But I am not about 
condemning people (who want to separate). If the people of Sas-
katchewan trigger the legislation for a plebiscite, it is my job 
to formulate the question. The important thing is that citizens 
do have an avenue to have their voice heard. If those partic-
ular benchmarks are met in this province the citizens of this 
province will have their voice heard. Why would you condemn 
people that might have an opinion?” 

Here’s why, Mr. Premier. 
First of all, the nonsense you are spewing is not leadership. 

It is poisonous followship. 
While 15 per cent of Saskatchewan’s eligible voters can in-

deed bring forward a petition for a plebiscite, (as inconsistent 
as that idea is within a parliamentary democracy) there is also 
the matter of the clarity act for Premier Moe and any separatist 
to consider.

Saskatchewan is not, as the premier has declared before, “a 
nation.” In fact, it is, about half the size of Mississippi, a state in 
which about 50 per cent of the population live below the poverty 
line and the unemployment rate is 20 per cent. 

Saskatchewan is not some Mississippi North. We have nei-
ther the resources nor the numbers necessary either to separate 
nor to become a state of the union. Saskatchewan’s population is 
.35 per cent of the United States. Not even one per cent. As a state 
that miniscule number would be swallowed alive. And you can 
be sure President Trump’s Department of Immigration would 
go through Saskatchewan residents with a fine-tooth comb to 
see which of them would qualify to be U.S. citizens. 

Above all there is the Clarity Act to take into consideration. 
While provinces are free to hold referendums, no one gets to 
leave Canada without taking into account the Clarity Act. Any 
exit would have to be negotiated with the federal government 
and with the First Nations who have signed Treaties with the 
Crown.

Simply put, Saskatchewan can’t afford to leave. It would have 
to return to Ottawa a huge share, if not all, of the federal monies 
Canada has invested in this province since confederation. The 
Clarity Act also requires a substantial majority of Saskatche-
wan residents to vote in favour of separation. Far more than 
the 15 per cent required to hold a plebiscite. If Saskatchewan 
separatists want a vote on separation the way to do it is to start 
a political party, get it elected to the legislature, then hold a ref-
erendum. Not the other way around. 

The Premier has ignored federal law before, but he would be 
hard pressed to ignore the Clarity Act. Anyone who has lived 
through two referendums in Quebec has witnessed firsthand 
the economic hardship, the social disruption and all of the ugly, 
divisive consequences that come with serious talk of separation. 

Do we really want that here?
Moe should stick to his stated willingness to work with Prime 

Minister Carney on a path forward to that there is a path for-
ward “ensuring that Saskatchewan can have a growing, vibrant 
economy within a strong and united Canada,” instead of stoking 
the sparks of separation. 

If Moe truly believes as he has said that the new prime minis-
ter has not given up on Saskatchewan, then he should slam shut 
this Pandora’s box of separatism before the evil option that’s 
growing inside disrupts and destroys the soul of this brave prov-
ince. 

Your opinions 
are welcomed! editor@grasslandsnews.ca. 



It’s the kind of tragedy that I 
hate to hear about in Canada. 
In Vancouver, an SUV driven 
into a Filipino heritage festi-
val killed at least 11 people, 
setting off panic before the 
crowd seized and held a sus-
pect for police. It was somehow 
determined that it was 
not an act of terrorism, 
but the man had mental 
health issues. As many as 
100,000 people had gath-
ered in Vancouver streets for 
a block party celebrating Datu Lapu-Lapu, an Indig-
enous chieftain who stood up to Spanish explorers 
in the Philippines in the 16th century. The man has 
been charged with several counts of murder.

Near Alvord, Texas, a tractor-trailer hauling 
$800,000 in dimes rolled over in an accident, spill-
ing millions of coins onto the road and the ditch. 
The highway was closed as workers on their hands 
and knees picked coins, as well as using brooms and 
shovels and large industrial vacuums.

There have been many examples of sheer de-
termination in Ukraine, but Lidia Lomikovska, 
98, might be a prime example after she walked 
six miles alone, wearing a pair of slippers and 
supported by a cane and a fence slat. She and her 
family were separated while trying to flee bombard-
ment to find safety. She walked all day without food 
or water to reach Ukrainian lines, even stopping 
to sleep at times. Lomikovska was saved when 
Ukrainian soldiers spotted her walking along the 
road in the evening. They handed her over to the 
‘White Angels,’ a police group that evacuates citi-
zens living on the front line, who then took her to a 
shelter for evacuees and contacted her relatives.

Kevin M. Johnson, 57, of Venice, Fla., got into an 
argument on Facebook with a friend, whom he grew 
up with in Massachusetts. Johnson invited the un-
named friend to come over to his home “to smooth 
things over.” The other man was well aware that 
Johnson had guns, but both men agreed to not 
bring weapons. In a dirty double-cross, Johnson 
didn’t even open the door, just shooting his presum-
ably ‘now-former friend’ through the door when 
he arrived. Johnson ran, and was found 12 hours 
later in the next county, and arrested on a warrant 
charging aggravated assault. The friend is recover-
ing in a hospital. 

In Colorado, Joeylin Kenley McDonald, 13, is 
dead after falling 25 feet through a gym ceiling
during an after-school program. Police said the 
teen and four others “had been exploring the sec-
ond floor of the building unsupervised” when they 
found a ladder leading to the attic and ended up 
walking across the attic’s wooden beams. McDonald 
fell about 25 feet to the gym floor below. 

In Rockport, Massachusetts, resident Janelle 
Favaloro reported a vandal in the neighborhood, 
describing the rascal as “18 to 24 inches tall, wear-
ing black and white with a red hat.” A pileated 
woodpecker has been attacking car mirrors and 
windows in the town, damaging at least 20 vehicles. 
It is very likely a single bird—a male with elevated 
levels of testosterone at the start of breeding season. 
It is believed that the bird has just one thing on its 
mind, and sees its own reflection as another bird. 
Matthew Fuxjager, an animal behavior expert at 
Brown University, said that pileated woodpeckers, 
the largest woodpeckers in North America, are 
notoriously territorial and powerful. He calls their 
pecking “the biomechanical equivalent of a ham-
mer.” Favaloro said, “It’s turned into such a nice 
thing for the neighborhood, because it’s getting 
neighbors to talk to each other, and it’s a nice break 
from politics and the stock market and Karen Read 
and everyone being awful to each other.”

John Waldrop, 76, a retired orthopedic surgeon 
from Cataula, Ga., became obsessed with collecting 
things to do with birds and, obviously, the rarer the 
bird, the better. The problem for authorities is that  
rare birds tend to be endangered and protected, and 
collecting their bodies, nests, eggs, and sometimes 
even feathers is illegal. Waldrop pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to smuggle wildlife in violation of the 
Endangered Species Act to collect 1,401 taxidermy 
bird mounts and 2,594 bird eggs, including from 
endangered specimens so rare, even U.S. museums 
didn’t have any examples of them. In a deal that was 
negotiated in exchange for his guilty plea, Waldrop 
didn’t receive any prison time, but agreed to sur-
render his collection and pay $900,000 in fines. His 
collection will be distributed to zoos and museums 
for study and preservation work.

As they have done many times before, officials 
are warning children not to go looking for the Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles after three kids and two 
dogs had to be rescued from a maze-like storm 
drainage system in Colorado. After an ‘extensive 
search,’ the children and dogs were safely extracted 
via a manhole in the street, more than a half-mile 
from the spot they’d entered the system.

Until next time…

Gene Hauta 

It’s a Strange World
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In an exciting new partnership, 
Southeast College and Suncrest 
College are set to launch DATA In 
A New WaY (Digital and Tech Ac-
cess for Indigenous, Newcomers, 
Women, and Youth), an innovative 
computer science and workplace 
skills training program beginning 
this summer. The program is made 
possible through partnership with 
the Future Skills Centre and funded 
by the Government of Canada’s 
Future Skills Program, awarded 
jointly to Southeast and Suncrest 
Colleges in collaboration with the 
Yorkton Tribal Council.

The program will prepare 40 stu-
dents across Eastern Saskatchewan 
to meet the growing demand for 
digital skills in the Canadian work-
force through real-world computer 
projects, accompanied by Skills for 
Success training – training based 
on 9 essential workplace skills. The 
program is specifically designed 
to provide face-to-face instruction 
for rural residents, including First 
Nations individuals, newcomers, 
women, and youth. Additional 
training supports integrated into 
the program to promote learner suc-
cess include a land-based learning 
day camp for school age children of 
learners during July and August.

“This partnership accesses the 
expertise of the Centre for Applied 
Research & Innovation at Suncrest 
to customize programming to meet 
community demand. It’s a response 
to community requests to provide 
opportunities for our youth and 
First Nations residents to gain es-
sential tech skills,” says Alison 
Dubreuil, President and CEO of 
Suncrest College.

“We are thrilled to collaborate 
with Suncrest College on this ini-
tiative. We are expanding the reach 
of our Computer Science training 
through project-based learning 
and involving more students in re-
al-world problem solving at the Cen-
tre of Sustainable Innovation,” says 
Jody Holzmiller, President and CEO 
of Southeast College.

“Yorkton Tribal Council has a 
long relationship with the regional 
colleges to provide training and 
Skills for Success programming. 
We support additional education on 
our Nations to improve technology 
skills for our people,” says Isabel 
O’Soup, Tribal Chief of Yorkton 
Tribal Council. 

“Equitable access to digital and 
workplace skills is essential for 
building resilient communities 
and inclusive growth. This partner-
ship reflects a shared commitment 
to supporting workers, especially 
those in rural communities, In-
digenous Peoples and youth, to 
strengthen pathways into today’s 
economy and help shape the work-
force of the future,” says Noel Bald-
win, Executive Director, Future 
Skills Centre. 

The DATA In A New WaY pro-
gram addresses critical gaps in 
access to digital technology and 
computer science training in rural 
Saskatchewan, where geographic 
isolation, limited infrastructure, 
and affordability continue to pose 
challenges. The 12-week course 
equips participants with technical 
and workplace skills through com-
munity-focused project work. The 
goal is to increase participation 
among underrepresented groups 
and foster a local pipeline of tech 
talent to strengthen rural econo-
mies.

Program Delivery 
The program will consist of four 

cohorts of 10 students each, attend-
ing 12 weeks of in-person computer 
science classes beginning in June 
2025. Two classes will be held at 
Suncrest College and two at South-
east College. 

At each college, one class will 
be delivered on a First Nation and 
dedicated to Indigenous partici-
pants. The other class will be open 
to general enrollment, with a focus 
on newcomers, women, youth, and 
other equity-seeking groups. In 
total, 40 student spots are available. 

Students will engage in proj-
ect-based learning, working on re-
al-world tech challenges submitted 
by local businesses or organiza-

tions. Participants will take part 
in Skills for Success employment 
readiness alongside the computer 
science programming for more com-
prehensive workplace preparation.  

Support for Students 
All students will have access to 

the equipment they need for suc-
cess, including a laptop, second 
monitor, mouse, and carrying case. 
For those without adequate home 
internet, the program will provide 
installed internet equipment and 
a six-month service subscription. 
For parents with young children, 
land-based day-camps are available 
to promote Indigenous cultural 
awareness while helping children 
retain academic progress from the 
previous school year over the sum-
mer months. 

Final Presentation Celebrations 
At the conclusion of the program, 

each college will host a final presen-
tation celebration to mark gradua-
tion and showcase student projects. 
These events will promote knowl-
edge sharing, strengthen program 
connections, and provide a platform 
for students to present their accom-
plishments. 

Registration and Application 
Enrollment is now open. Pro-

spective students can apply online 
through Southeast College or Sun-
crest College. With only 40 student 
spots available across Eastern Sas-
katchewan, early registration is en-
couraged.

Local colleges launch computer science/
workplace readiness training program 

Forty student spots available in eastern Saskatchewan
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New mechanic business
Doug Bolton has opened a new heavy-duty mechanical repair shop in White-

wood on South Railway Street and boasts well over 40-years of experience.

The new mechanic provides on-road and off-road service. 

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The certificates are 
hung, the paperwork is 
done, the signage has 
been hung, and the new 

heavy-duty mechanical 
shop is now open for busi-
ness in Whitewood. 

Doug Bolton and his
partner Linda have pur-
chased the previous Hope-
hill Hauling building on 

New heavy-duty mechanic 
opens shop in Whitewood

South Railway Street in 
Whitewood and will oper-
ate a heavy-duty mechan-
ical repair shop, Bolt-on 
Mechanical Inc. Doug is
certified and states he has 
acquired 40-years-expe-
rience in the heavy-duty 
mechanical field. 

“After operating a
shop in Alberta for over 
20 years, we sold the shop, 
purchased pastureland 
just outside of Whitewood 
about seven years ago as 
Linda is originally from 
this part of Saskatche-
wan. After moving, I have 
been employed elsewhere 
but when this opportu-
nity came up, we decided 
we would open our own
mechanical repair busi-
ness again,” Bolton told 
Grasslands News.

Doug is no stranger to
mechanical work as he 
says a challenge of any 
sort is not too much for 
him.

“I’ve been collecting 
tools for a lot of years, and 
I have used most of them 
at some time on some-
thing, so I probably have 
worked on most of every-
thing,” he commented.

His passion is the large
semi units, but he repairs 
all forms of industrial 
equipment such as grad-
ers, backhoes, etc., as well 
as farm equipment and 
will do some commercial 
vehicle repairs as well. 

The business will also 
supply air conditioning 
repairs. 

Bolt-on Mechanical 
Ltd. provides on-road and 
off-road service and is 
also SGI approved for ve-
hicle safety inspections.

“I have no problem
with customers supply-
ing their own parts for 

repairs if they so please,” 
Bolton added, but he also 
has contacts to acquire
parts that are needed 
for the job. “I can look 
around for the best prices 
but being a one-man 
shop, I am interested in 
the work and not in mak-
ing money off the sale of 
parts.”

The shop is open Mon-
day to Friday from 8 to 5 
p.m. but Doug is available 
when the job demands, he 
added. 

Call 306-853-8580 for 
inquiries or bookings or 
stop at the new business 
at 1110 South Railway 
Street, just off Highway 
#9 south in Whitewood. 

Submitted
Grasslands News 

Esterhazy is joining 26 other communities across the 
province benefiting from maintained access to emer-
gency department (ED) services through the Saskatch-
ewan Health Authority’s (SHA’s) virtual physician 
program. 

 The virtual physician program is a temporary mea-
sure to sustain and support access to emergency health 
services while the SHA continues work to stabilize 
health-care staffing, particularly in rural and remote 
areas. 

 While physician recruitment efforts are underway 
in Esterhazy, the virtual physician program will sup-
port the local health-care team in continuing to safely 
address the emergent medical needs of patients present-
ing to the ED at St. Anthony’s Hospital during periods 
when local physicians are not available to provide on-
site coverage.

The program works by using the existing technol-
ogy of HealthLine 811 to provide the local health-care 
team with remote access to an ED physician via voice or 
video. Together, they assess ED patients and determine 
the appropriate course of action based on patient care 
needs.

Individuals requiring emergency services should 
call 9-1-1. Non-urgent health-related questions may be 
directed to the 24/7 HealthLine service by calling 8-1-1.

Virtual physician program
extended to Esterhazy
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Sedley bound
Jeffery Straker, performing during the 2019 All 

concert in Sedley. 

By Brad Brown
Grasslands News 

On the surface, Jeffery 
Straker’s Sedley debut 
started with a chance 
meeting in Val Marie last 
summer.

As one thing occasion-
ally leads to another, that 
discussion resulted in 
Straker’s upcoming date 
June 19 at Sedley’s New 
Horizons Community 
Centre.

“A fellow from Sedley 

made the big drive to see 
one of my Prairie Sky-
scraper Series shows last 
year ... and said I would 
love if you’d consider 
playing a show there 
sometime,” Straker told 
Grasslands News in a 
phone interview Sunday.

The singer-songwriter 
who comes from Pun-
nichy, SK., will be arriv-
ing in town fresh off last 
month’s win at the Cana-
dian Folk Music Awards 
for contemporary singer 

of the year, but the jour-
ney to that award – and to 
next month’s gig in Sedley 
– has been decades in the 
making.

“My first piano teacher 
was in Punnichy, Sask. – 
Vicky Young. She was the 
local piano teacher and 
she taught I bet, over the 
years, over 1,000 people. 
She introduced over 1,000 
people to music,” Straker 
said. “My mom taught me 
at first, a little bit by ear 
at the house, but she could 
tell really early I had an 
affinity for it and sent me 
to Vicky when I was six 
(years old).

“She was an amazing 
teacher and, for some rea-
son, I really wanted to im-
press her and I credit her 
to this day for why I stuck 
with it.”

Young was more than 
just an accomplished pia-
nist though.

“She was a gifted singer 
and piano player too, but 
if anyone wanted to learn 
another instrument, she 
would go learn the instru-
ment herself in order to be 
able to teach it at at least a 
beginner level to anybody 
who wanted to learn,” 
Straker continued. “Her 
dedication to the craft of 
music, it was incredible. 
She was limitless.”

Adrenaline ‘flush’
Young’s tutelage even-

tually resulted in Strak-
er’s first gig performing 
his own music, at a venue 
called the Art Bar, located 
in Toronto’s historic Glad-
stone House hotel at the 
corner of Queen Street 
and Gladstone Avenue.

“There was this really 
thin wall behind the stage, 
and it was just studs then 
one foot of gyprock and 
no insulation, and be-
hind that was the bath-
room,” Straker recalled, 
laughing. “So every time 
someone flushed the toilet 
you could hear it on stage 
and the mics would pick 
up the toilet. Luckily I’ve 
moved on a bit in my ca-
reer from there.”

In addition to his most 
recent national accolade, 
Straker has also since 
been recognized as the 
roots/folk artist of the 
year at the Saskatche-

wan Music Awards in 
both 2019 and 2020. He’s 
a past performer at Mont-
martre’s now-defunct All 
Folk’d Up festival and has 
long been a fixture of the 
national cast on the Kins-
men Foundation’s annual 
TeleMiracle fundraiser as 
well.

And while he readily 
expresses a desire to one 
day perform at Toron-
to’s Massey Hall, Straker 
says small-town Canada 
is often where he feels the 
soul of his music will al-
ways stay.

“There’s something 
about the energy bounc-
ing back at you in these 

small towns where you 
just feel this genuine ap-
preciation and you feel 
it from the get go,” said 
Straker. “Sometimes in 
the bigger centres or big-
ger rooms you feel like 
you have to work harder, 
or like there’s something 
else you have to do to help 
coax that along but in the 
smaller communities it 
just sort of seems like it’s 
automatically there.

“Some people would 
say, and I would say they 
have it wrong, but they 
say that people go to 
shows in small centres be-
cause they have nothing 
else to do, and I would say 

that’s completely false be-
cause no one has to go to 
anything. The way I see
it, it’s like they have their
concert-going heart on 
their sleeves and they’re
just ready to have a good 
time.”

Straker’s Sedley per-
formance is scheduled
to begin at 7:30 p.m. with
tickets available for $30 
apiece.

“I think I once pulled 
off the highway just to 
see what was Sedley, so 
this is going to be my first 
impression. No pressure 
to the Sedley audience,” 
Straker said, laughing
again.

Songwriter Jeffery Straker booked for Sedley debut
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By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Sarah Maddia is the new chair and Pat 
Schill is co-chair for the board that runs 
the Qu’Appelle Valley Centre for the Arts 
(QVCA). The co-chairs were elected to re-
place Lorna Evans after the method of se-
lecting the executive was changed at the 
centre’s annual general meeting. Alison 
Sundeen remains treasurer and Jacque-
line Carter will continue as secretary.

“The QVCA is a vibrant, busy place. 
It has been busy and it’s getting busier,” 
said Evans in her report. She noted that 
the screening of a film “Singing Back the 
Buffalo” was well attended and that the 
Home Routes concerts remain popular 

with audiences. The future of the cen-
tre’s relationship with the music festi-
val, however, is unclear. This year the 
festival held events outside of the centre 
because it needed more space and a big-
ger piano. 

The membership voted to eliminate 
the family membership category and 
raised the price of regular memberships 
from $10 to $20. 

The year-end financial report indi-
cated the centre has $17,604.06 in its op-
erating budget and $1,383.44 in its capital 
account. There are no capital projects 
planned for this year, but the QVCA 
will replace countertops with a Living 
Sky Grant allocated by the Town of Fort 
Qu’Appelle

Ads S / South East College / 2023 ad / Board Members

SOUTHEAST COLLEGE

BOARD MEMBER RECRUITMENT

Mandated by provincial legislation, Southeast College proudly provides academic, and skills 
training opportunities tailored to meet the regional and industry needs of southeast 
Saskatchewan. Situated on Treaty 2 and Treaty 4 Territory and the homeland of the Métis, the 
College is deeply rooted in its commitment to reconciliation and community engagement.
As a cornerstone of the region, Southeast College transforms lives through the power of 
education. By fostering strong communities and driving economic growth in an ever-evolving 
world, the College plays a vital role in shaping a prosperous future.
The College is governed by a dedicated seven-person Board of Governors. With three vacancies 
arising due to upcoming retirements, the Board is seeking expressions of interest from 
individuals eager to contribute as Board members. Candidates will be assessed with preference 
given to those who meet the following criteria:

Based on Southeast College’s operational footprint:

1 representative for ‘rural west communities’
1 representative for ‘rural north communities’
1 representative from Weyburn or immediately adjacent communities

Ideal candidates will have expertise in at least one of the following (not in order of importance): 
Government, Education systems, Indigenous relations, Legal, Leadership experience, Southeast 
College’s operating environment, Energy, Health, Trades, Small Business & Labor Relations,  
Management, Finance, Risk Management, Communications, and Marketing

SOUTHEAST COLLEGE

BOARD MEMBER RECRUITMENT

Ide

Southeast College embraces diversity and inclusivity, actively encouraging 

Inclusion of individuals with disabilities Equal 
gender representation 
Representation of visible minorities
Participation of women in non-traditional roles

Southeast College Board of Governors invites interested parties to apply, in writing or email,
:

CJ Johns, Board Liaison
Southeast College
Box 1565, Weyburn, SK S4H 0T1
Email: CJohns@southeastcollege.org

Please include professional background, previous board experience, if any, and describe your
interest/aims in serving on the Board of Southeast College. All submissions will be treated with the 
utmost confidentiality. The board will review applications before making a recommendation to 
the Ministry of Advanced Education for Ministerial approval. 

, previous board experience, if any, and 
describe your interest/aims in serving on the Board of Southeast College. All submissions will be 
treated with the utmost confidentiality. The board will review applications before making a
recommendation to the Ministry of Advanced Education for Ministerial approval. 

– Newspaper Delivery – 
Due to the likely possibility of Canada Post going on strike 
beginning as early as May 22, Grasslands News is working 
to ensure all of our subscribers will still be able receive their 
newspapers every week.

To ensure there is no interruption in delivery of your local 
newspaper, we ask subscribers to send us their name and 
email to subscribe@gngnews.ca so that we can send out an 
electronic edition to you during any postal delivery issues. 

Subscribers who do not have an email but are located in 
a community where we have Subscriber Pick-up boxes 
located, call our offi  ce and we can switch your subscription 
to pick-up. Pick-up boxes are currently available in Melville, 
Fort Qu’Appelle, Balcarres, Grenfell, Whitewood and 
Broadview. Pick-up boxes may be added to additional 
communities in the event of a strike.

If a Canada Post strike occurs, updates for delivery options 
will be posted on our website at www.grasslandsnews.ca

Katepwa Ladies Golf Club
The Katepwa Ladies Golf Club, which meets every Thursday during the summer, 

-

QVCA elects new executive



Dear Editor,
My name is Marcy 

Johnson, and I recently 
resigned as a council-
lor for the Town of Fort 
Qu’Appelle, effective 
April 24. I want to sin-
cerely thank those who 
supported and voted for 
me. Serving on council 
was an honour, and re-
signing was a very diffi-
cult decision.

I ran for office because 
I care deeply about our 
town, where I’ve lived 
for more than 30 years. I 
wanted to help strengthen 
the sense of pride and 
connection in our com-
munity.

Unfortunately, during 

my time on council, I be-
came the subject of three 
Code of Ethics (COE) com-
plaints. This experience 
has been both dishearten-
ing and frustrating.

The first complaint 
stemmed from a busy 
day at the rink on Feb. 8, 
during a Fort Knox game 
and a Senior A provincial 
playoff. While volunteer-
ing, I briefly introduced 
myself to a man who crit-
icized the rink and the 
town. I simply stated I
was a councillor, to show 
I stood behind our com-
munity – nothing more. 
Later that day, due to a
two-hour wait at the can-
teen, one volunteer went 
to Tim Hortons for coffee
and a small meal. There 
was no confrontation, and 
no rule or policy was ref-
erenced at the time.

A COE complaint was 
submitted to the Town 
Office on Feb. 26, and I 
was formally notified by 
a hand-delivered letter 
on Feb. 27. The investi-
gation was contracted to 
a private firm – at a cost
of over $12,000 – despite 
the bylaw stating that 
such a decision should 
be made by council. The 
firm had no prior munici-
pal COE experience. I was 
interviewed by the inves-
tigators on March 14 (a 
meeting I recorded), and

I asked them directly who 
had filed the complaint 
and what the complaint 
specifically involved. 
They refused to tell me.

Through the inter-
view, I learned that the 
complaint focused on
the treatment of a staff 
member and bringing 
outside food into the rink. 
The firm also referenced 
a breach of contract. I 
asked what policy, bylaw, 
or lease agreement/con-
tract I had violated. They 
claimed to have a portion 
of the lease agreement 
but would not provide it. 
I then submitted my own 
request to have a list of 
municipal bylaws and pol-
icies added to the council 
agenda. That motion con-
firmed what I suspected: 
there is no bylaw, policy,
or signed lease agree-
ment/contract prohibit-
ing outside food or drink 
in the rink – or in any
municipal building. The 
lease referenced by the in-
vestigators was unsigned 
and never approved by 
council resolution. It also 
did not contain any clause 
banning outside food or 
drink. As such, I did not 
violate any municipal 
rule, and this complaint 
should have been dis-
missed outright.

Despite this, the firm 
presented their findings 

during a two-hour in-cam-
era session at the March 
25, 2025 council meeting.
At that meeting, council 
voted to suspend me for 
10 days – an action coun-
cil has no legal authority 
to take under legislation.
I initially received only 
two pages (page 9 and 10) 
of the report. My lawyer 
had to make a formal re-
quest to obtain the full 
document. In that report,
the allegation about staff 
treatment was deemed 
unsubstantiated. The Tim 
Hortons coffee was con-
sidered a substantiated 
breach, which I believe is 
both absurd and unsup-
ported by any municipal 
rule.

Even more concerning, 
the firm went beyond the 
scope of the original com-
plaint by adding findings 
under different sections
of the COE bylaw. This 
was never authorized. 
Compounding concerns 
around fairness and im-
partiality.

On March 21, I re-
ceived two additional 
COE complaints. These
were signed off by Mayor 
Brian Strong, who was 
acting as the designated 
officer – something leg-
islation clearly states 
must be delegated by
the CAO to another em-
ployee, not to a member 

of council. The fact that
this procedural error was 
overlooked only further 
highlights the broken na-
ture of the system.

These two new com-
plaints were filed by the 
CAO and office manager,
and they targeted two 
councillors – myself in-
cluded – for doing our 
job: scrutinizing docu-
ments, raising questions, 
and advocating for re-
sponsible decision-mak-
ing. I opposed new water 
and garbage bylaws
that would raise annual 
household costs by $500 
a year. I believed it was 
unfair for a newly elected 
council to push through 
such a financial burden 
so early in its term, and I 
made that known.

In nearly every meet-
ing, there were issues 
– mistakes in minutes,
bylaws, financials, or re-
ports. Asking questions 
and identifying errors is
a councillor’s responsibil-
ity. Yet I often faced resis-

tance even trying to place 
items on the agenda. Re-
quests were dismissed 
due to time – yet meetings 
often ended by 8:30 p.m.

I ran on a platform 
of transparency and ac-
countability. Council 
business being conducted 
over email, outside of
public meetings, is unac-
ceptable. Debate and deci-
sion-making must happen 
in open sessions, where
residents can observe and 
participate in the process.

In the end, I resigned 
because I could no longer 
be part of a structure that 
operates without proper 
transparency, account-
ability, or respect for due 
process. I remain com-
mitted to Fort Qu’Appelle 
and to the values of fair-
ness, openness, and com-
munity-first governance.

Sincerely,
Marcy Johnson, 

Former Councillor,
Town of 

Fort Qu’Appelle
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Trust us with 
what matters 
most.

215 - 3rd Ave. W., Melville, SK 306.728.2165
www.trustmarkinsurance.ca
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suggest two or three loads 
of gravel on that block and 
work it in. 

Pitch in and clean up
A delegation from Com-

munities in Bloom ap-
peared before council to 
ask the town for help orga-
nizing the this year’s an-
nual spring clean up day. 
In previous years the town 
offered a $100 incentive to 
not for profit community 
groups who provided vol-
unteers to clean up a des-
ignated area. ”We have a 
lot on our plate this year, 
and we need people to 
co-ordinate the clean up. 
Mapping it is quite the 
challenge,” Norma Jean 
Robb explained. 

Kidsman park to be 
illuminated

A conceptual drawing 
of lighting for Kidsmen 
Park was presented to 
council. A $25,000 grant 
from Living Skies will 
help defray the cost of in-
stalling the solar lights 
in the 20 acre park which 
was created in 1980 out of 
a creek bed west of Central 
Ave. 

Operating budget
Council meets in spe-

cial session this week to 
approve this year’s oper-
ating budget. If approved 
details will appear in 
next week’s edition of The 
Times. 

Town council
- continued from front page

RM of South Qu’Appelle No. 157
Notice of Preparation

of Assessment Roll
 Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for the 
RM of South Qu’Appelle No. 157 for the year 2025 has 

assessor from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., on the 
following days:

Monday to Friday, May 6 to July 5, 2025
 A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The Municipalities 
Act has been passed and the assessment notices have been 
sent as required.
 Any person wishing to discuss the notice of assessment 
or potential appeal may contact the assessor at the RM of 
S0G 4A0. A notice of appeal, accompanied by a $100 ap-
peal fee which will be returned if the appeal is successful, 

Secretary of the Board of Revision,
Nicolle Hoskins,

P.O. Box 149, Meota, SK  S0M lX0,
by the 7th day of July, 2025.

 Dated this 13th day of May, 2025.
Lisa Pahl, Assessor

Letter to the Editor: Why I resigned from Fort Qu’Appelle’s town council

Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS

From business cards to 
banners and coroplast 

signs, we can print it all!

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE
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Tammy Wandy
LOCAL AGENT
Serving Melville and Area!

NEXT LEVEL

tammylwandy@gmail.com
306-501-9828

Pheasant Creek Acres 
RM of Abernethy - MLS#SK982585

Acreage | 7 bds, 2 bth

$429,000$429,000

140 - 3rd Ave. W, Melville
MLS#SK971468
Commercial

$250,000$250,000

301- 680 7th E, Melville
MLS#SK992340

Condo |1 bd, 1 bth

$115,000$115,000

323 - 680 7th Ave. E, Melville
MLS#SK992339

Condo |1 bd, 1 bth

$110,000$110,000

105 Piller Rd, Melville
MLS® # SK990778

Vacant Lot 

$49,900

251 Agri-Park Rd, Melville
MLS® # SK990777

Vacant Lot 

$49,900

249 Agri-Park Rd, Melville
MLS® # SK990773

Vacant Lot 

$49,900

151 - 5th Ave E, Melville
MLS® # SK993115

Vacant Lot 

$10,500

859 Montreal St., Melville
MLS#SK993004

House |3 bds, 3 bths

$509,000

357 - 3rd Ave. W, Melville
MLS#SK995557

House | 3 bds, 1 bth

$55,000$55,000

Inventory is very low — 
if you’re thinking about LOOKING 

TO SELL?
Contact me today, Tammy at 1-306-501-9828

222 - 7th Ave. W, Melville
MLS#999876

House | 4 bds, 1 bth

$112,000$112,000

424-Abel Dr., Crooked Lake 
MLS#SK988185

House | 6 bds, 5 bths

$999,999$999,999

133 - 10th Ave. W, Melville
MLS#0003836

House | 5 bds, 2 bth

$324,900$324,900

110 - 5th Ave. W, Melville
MLS#002828

House | 3 bds, 1 bth

$149,900

444 - 10th Ave. W, Melville
MLS#0004534

House | 4 bds, 2 bth

$230,000$230,000NEW 
LISTING

4 Garvin Bay, Melville
MLS#0005510

House | 4 bds, 3 bths

$330,000$330,000NEW 
LISTING

SOLD

$$$$$5$5$ 009090 0000000000$$$$$5$50909 000000
PR  CE DROP

$$$$$$$$$$$1$$$$$$$$$$$$1$$$$1$$$1$$$$$11$$111111111114444444449999944444444444444 990000000000000000$1$1$1$$14949 990000
PR  CE DROP

$90
Entry fee per golfer, 
includes supper and 

a charitable 
tax receipt!

• TEAMS OF 4
• REGISTRATION 10 A.M.

• TEE TIME 11 A.M.
• To register contact Melville 

Golf & Country Club 
Remax Centre
306-728-3931 

• 
will JUNE 1 7

JUNE
18 HOLE 
Texas Scramble

Melville Golf 
& Country Club 
Remax Centre

ACCESSIBILITY CHARITY GOLF

TOURNAMENT

Spring football
Spring football was in full swing on May 10 as Melville Minor Football hosted their Spring Jamboree on May 10 at Cobra Field. Pictured is a scrimmage 

between the U17 1552 Rams and Indian Head Broncs. Other teams present included the Melville Vipers and Lemberg.

Men’s fastball teams to take to the field May 20
By Chris Ashfield

Grasslands News 

Let’s play ball!
Men’s fastball is set to fire up for an-

other season with the Southeast Men’s 
Fastball League (SEMFL) taking to the 
field for their first games next week. 

The opening pitches of the year will be 
thrown on May 26 and the league will be 
playing a 12-game regular season, with 
games evenly split between home and 
away. The regular season is scheduled to 
wind up the first weekend of July. 

There will be six teams in the SEMFL 

this year including the defending league 
champions the Grenfell Gems, along with 
the Whitewood Falcons, Round Lake 
Braves, Cowessess Royals, Neudorf Posse, 
and Ochapowace Young Bucks. 

Whitewood Falcons’ manager Colton 
MacPherson said that for a game (fast-
ball) that is slowly dying out and being 
replaced by baseball, there is still a lot of 
interest from players both young and old 
wanting to play. 

“It’s a roster that has some experi-
ence so hopefully we can pass the torch 
down to some of the younger guys,” said
MacPherson. “Something I find special 

(with this year’s Falcons team) is we have 
two sets of fathers and sons signed up to 
play together.”

Those duos are pitcher Tony Sparvier 
and his son Emerson and fielder Jason 
Krupski and his son Austin.

Grenfell Gems’ manager Tyler Thom-
linson said the Gems are also ready to hit 
the field in what will be the team’s 81st
season.

“We should be a similar team to last 
year. All players are returning,” said 
Thomlinson. 

The regular season will consist of six 
home games and six away games with the 

season starting on May 20 and conclud-
ing on July 4. The opening week will see 
Grenfell at Ochapowace on May 20, Round
Lake at Cowessess on May 21, Round Lake 
at Grenfell and Cowessess at Ochapowace 
on May 23. Whitewood’s first game will be 
on May 26 when Grenfell visits. Neudorf 
won’t take the field until May 30 when 
they host Grenfell.

All games will begin at 8 p.m. with 
the exception of home games in White-
wood which will begin at 6:30 p.m. and 
Neudorf which will begin at 7 p.m. Both
Ochapowace and Round Lake will play 
out of Ochapowace.



By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

Maybe a Major League Baseball player will slug five 
home runs in one game. Maybe a batter will drive in 
more than 10 runs in a single game. Maybe a pitcher 
will throw a perfect game and strike out 21 batters along 
the way.

Or maybe not. 
Career or single-season records may or may not ulti-

mately be broken, such as Barry Bonds’ 762 home runs, 
Joe DiMaggio’s 56-game hitting streak, Cy Young’s 519 
pitching victories or Cal Ripken’s 2,632 consecutive 
games played, but a single-game record could happen 
at any time, considering there are 2,430 opportunities 
every season.

So what is the most unlikely single-game record to 
be snapped? It’s probably the four-homer game, which 
has happened 19 times, the most recent by Arizona’s Eu-
genio Suarez during an 8-7 loss to Atlanta Braves. The 
way team parity is taking a beating in the majors, it 
could conceivably happen that a slugger on a high-pay-
roll team such as the Dodgers or Mets could tee off on 
a team of Triple A-calibre pitchers and belt five home 
run in one game.

A perfect game can hardly be topped, but how about 
a combination of the 25th perfect game in MLB history 
AND more than 20 strikeouts? The 20-K standard has 
been accomplished only five times in history, but never 
coinciding with a perfect game.

Sixteen times has a batter driven in 10 runs in one 
game. Shohei Ohtani of the Dodgers was the latest to 
accomplish that feat, in 2024, but 11 RBI in one game is 
certainly within reach, especially when viewed through 
the lens of some 2025 blowouts — a 24-2 win by Cincin-
nati over Baltimore; 15-3 Yankees over Orioles; 15-2 
Rangers over Athletics.

Two homers by one batter, a three-run shot and a 
grand-slam, and a pair of two-run doubles, could the-
oretically drive in 11 runs, which has never been done 
before. How about two grand slams in a game? Not actu-
ally a regular occurrence, but it’s happened 13 times in 
MLB history. Weird facts: Fernando Tatis of San Diego 
hit his two grand slams in the same inning; Tony Clon-
inger of the Braves in 1966 is the only pitcher to accom-
plish the two-GS feat. Three grand-slams in the same 
game? Never say never.

Hitting for the cycle is rare, but not that rare; it has 
happened 350 times in history. Three hits in a single 
inning by the same player, however, has been done 
only five times. Johnny Damon of Boston did it most 
recently, in 2003, and it was the first time since 1953.

What record will fall next? Maybe one of these days, 
a Major Leaguer will bang out three hits in the first in-
ning, go on to slug five home runs, three of them grand-
slams, drive in 16 and become an instant Hall of Famer. 
It would even be more unlikely if a pitcher did all of 
the above, while pitching a perfect game and striking 
out 21.

That’s the day the world will end, with a meteorite 
slamming into Earth and destroying our planet.

• RJ Currie of sportsdeke.com: “The Baltimore Ori-
oles held their annual Bring Your Dog game recently. 
To no one’s surprise there were numerous pup flies, 
a few hound-rule doubles and even an inside-the-bark 
home run.”

• Headline at fark.com: “The Royal and Ancient Golf 
Society warns players not to cheat on their handicaps. 
Trump immediately designates them as a terrorist or-

ganization.”
• Steve Simmons of the Toronto Sun: “What do The 

Pope and Kyle Lowry have in common? Both graduated
from Villanova.”

• Comedy writer Brad Dickson of Omaha: “After he 
fell in the draft, one of the ESPN guys compared She-
deur Sanders to Tom Brady. Shadeur Sanders is to
Tom Brady what astronaut Katie Perry is to Neil Arm-
strong.”

• Super 70s Sports: “Back in my day, we watched the 
NFL with no first down line. Or scoreboard. Or clock. 
We barely even knew what was going on and we LIKED 
it.”

• Janice Hough of leftcoastsportsbabe.com., quoting 
a friend about Pope Leo’s sports allegiances: “This stuff 
about ‘Cubs fan or White Sox fan’ is silly. He’s the Pope.
He’s obviously a Cardinals and Saints fan.”

• Janice Hough again: “The Oklahoma City Thun-
der on Wednesday night looked like a team that might
never lose again in this postseason. But otherwise all
the insanity in predicting the NBA Champion looks
about as easy as it was predicting a new Pope.”

• From the Canadian parody website TheBeaver-
ton.com: “In embarrassing snafu, starting lineup of
St. Louis Cardinals included in Conclave to elect new 
pope.”

• Headline at fark.com: “Sheddeur Sanders to start 
NFL career wearing No. 12 in honour of round in which
he was drafted.”

• Comedy writer Torben Rolfsen of Vancouver: “To-
ronto Argonauts placed Shedeur Sanders on their ne-
gotiation list. It’s fitting, because they both consider
themselves the centre of the universe.”

Care to comment? Email brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca
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The NHL playoffs have been a bit on the crazy 
side so far this season.

One thing that’s stood out for hockey fans is the 
very real possibility that one, or more, Canadian 
teams could make an appearance in the Stanley Cup 
final.

For a number of games this year, the Edmonton 
Oilers and the Toronto Maple Leafs have looked like 
world beaters, and the Winnipeg Jets have looked 
pretty good as well.

Can you imagine all the repercussions if those 
two clubs were to meet in the league final?

For one thing, the announcers would be busy 
tripping over each other to show how much they 
backed each team.

If anyone has noticed, the bias against teams 
playing the Leafs and the Oil has been off the charts, 
with especially the Leafs, able to do no wrong in the 
eyes of the play by play and colour men covering the 
series in Canada.

It’s not the worst I’ve ever seen, but it rivals the 
favoritism that was shown for the Montreal Cana-
diens in the 1970s, when the Leafs were Harold Bal-
lard’s laughingstocks and were never a factor in the 
postseason.

We’re all seeing the same thing today, with the 
Leafs always getting the short end of the stick from 
the officials – if you were to believe what the TV 
guys say – and nothing bad that happens to them, 
has anything to do with the Leafs play.

They’re like toddlers that their parents won’t 
take responsibility for – nothing is ever their fault.

While Canadian media isn’t the only biased 
bunch there is, the Boston Bruins missed the play-
offs this year, leaving the NESN crew nothing to 
whine about.

Everyone understands that the media has to have 
their darlings, but this year the CBC is stepping all 
over themselves, especially when it comes to the To-
ronto team.

Every once in a while you’ll hear a member of 
the media say something negative about the Leafs 
and it’s been completely refreshing, because hockey 
fans, even Toronto Maple Leaf fans, know when 
they’re being coddled.

It’s sort of understandable that the media mouth-
pieces are sticking up for the Canadian teams more 
than their American counterparts, given every-
thing regarding tariffs and Donald Trump and the 
American government wanting to absorb Canada 
as a 51st state, but the commentators need to call 
things a little more down the middle, because this 
is hockey, not politics.

When the announcers are extolling the virtues 
of Auston Matthews’ defensive play, the only thing 
any real hockey fan can derive from that, is that 
Matthews isn’t setting the world on fire offensively.

While he plays great every season, he’s begin-
ning to look a lot like Mitch Marner did in the play-
offs prior to the postseason.

He’s not been overly effective in the Florida Pan-
thers end in the Leafs most recent series, and he 
didn’t do a lot in the first round, either.

It’s almost as if he can’t get himself to that next 
level where the real playoffs heroes thrive.

Face it, if you’re talking about Matthews’ defen-
sive abilities, he’s not earning all those digits in his 
contract.

The Leafs have plenty of players who can play 
good D, they need Auston to be a scorer and he re-
ally hasn’t been quite as prolific as he should, so far.

While the Leafs and the Oilers have gotten plenty 
of love from the TV guys, it certainly hasn’t been 
the same for the Winnipeg Jets, who seem to have a 
more laid back and realistic crew doing their games.

If Jets’ netminder Connor Hellebuyck can get 
hot and stay hot, the Jets could even be considered 
a threat to win all the marbles, after all, they were 
the team that amassed the most points during the 
regular season.

The Leafs just lost a couple to the Panthers, but 
they’ve got an opportunity to come back and make 
a long series of it, and there’s no reason why they 
couldn’t take out the Panthers, but they’ll need to 
be better.

The Oilers should be able to get by the Vegas 
Golden Knights, but that’s not going to be a cake-
walk either.

Any of these teams could get to the next round, 
and they don’t need any of the announcers shaking 
pom-poms to make it happen!

Sports column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct

Sports records made to be broken? Not so fast …

Help keep your community’s history alive.
SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca

Round Lake Bears move to Edmonton
By Chris Ashfield

Grasslands News 

The Round Lake Bears senior hockey team from 
Ochapowace First Nation are packing up and moving 
west.

The team announced earlier this week that they have 
been accepted into the North Central Hockey League 
(NCHL), a premier AA Senior Men’s League in Alberta. 
The team will be based out of the Enoch Cree Nation, 
located on the western edge of Edmonton. The move 
comes after several years of being denied membership 
to senior leagues in the area, including the Qu’Appelle 
Valley Highway Hockey League.

“This has been a long journey for us, as we have been 
striving for a spot in a southern Saskatchewan league 

for three years as Round Lake Bears and five under the
Ochapowace Thunder banner,” the team said in a post. 

“This move is more than just a shift in geography,
it’s a step into a fiercely competitive area that truly
recognizes our talent and hard work. We have secured
a major ice sponsor and are developing key team spon-
sors who are as invested in our future as our loyal fans
and volunteers are.

The North Central Hockey League last season con-
sisted of teams from Bonneyville, Camrose, Devon, In-
nisfail, Lacombe, Morinville, Stony Plain, Westlock and 
Wetaskiwin. 

Last year’s regular season ended with Innisfail win-
ning the league’s Vanberg Cup in five games against
Lacombe.

The 2025/2026 NCHL season begins in late September
with the top eight teams making playoffs. 

SEND YOUR

SPORTS NEWS
TO

news@gngnews.ca
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Balcarres
Agencies Ltd.

Off ering a wide selection of products and expertise 

• Personal Insurance   • Commercial Insurance

    • Specialty Products    • Agri-Business

216 Main St. Balcarres, SK

Phone: 306-334-2401   Fax: 306-334-2705

Email: balcarresagencies@sasktel.net

www.balcarresagencies.saskbrokers.com

Phone 306-332-4666     1-800-563-4608   
122 Company Ave. S., Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

For all your Insurance needs!

Representing: • SGI Canada
• Wawanesa • SMI • Wynward Insurance Company

• Germania Mutual • Aviva • Oasis • Intact
• HUB Life and Financial Services

• Portage Mutual • Group Medical Services
• Red River Mutual and Many More.

• Saskatchewan Blue Cross
• SGI Motor License Issuer

BOCK & COMPANY
LAW OFFICE

LYNNETTE BOCK, B.A., J.D.

PHONE: (306) 745-3952

FAX: (306) 745-6119

Rocanvile, Friday Afternoons

Phone: (306) 645-4552

$10*/week *Must be prepaid, plus GST, 

A plan for living

 RRC, EPC 

Baran & Company 
 CPA Professional Coporation (Accountants)

1850 McAra Street

Regina, Saskatchewan

S4N 6C4

Tel: 306-352-2522

Fax: 306-352-2886

Email: baran@lbaran.com

PROFESSIONALS DIRECTORY

PRAIRIE STRONG
Chartered Professional Accountants

www.prairiestrong.ca

Melville
306-728-4525

Esterhazy
306-745-6611

Grenfell
306-697-3558

Whitewood
306-735-2385

Balcarres
306-334-2923

Indian Head
306-695-2303

Fort Qu’Appelle
306-332-6651

Ituna
306-795-3190

Nicholas Smiatek,

 HALFORD LAW OFFICE HALFORD LAW OFFICE
PROF. CORP.PROF. CORP.

Barrister and SolicitorBarrister and Solicitor

306-728-4581

Fisher

Lights on at Pirie Field
The U18 Melville Millionaires hosted the 

Yorkton Cardinals U18 #1 for their home 

opener on May 10, 2025 under the lights 

at Pirie Field. The Mils fell 3-13 to the Car-

dinals, but the community of Melville was 

out to support the new team. Jordan Keller, 

President of Melville Minor Ball, said that it 

was great to see the support from Melville 

and that there are more upgrades coming 

to Pirie Field. The team is made up of play-

ers from Melville and area and are part of 

the Saskatchewan Parkland Minor Baseball 

on the Saskatchewan Parkland Minor Base-

ball League website.

Millionaire’s U18 baseball team starts season
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12 Livingstone St., Yorkton, SK

306.782.6556   |  1.888.782.6556   

carpet1yorkton.com

Everything for your home under one roof.

Home  - Home  - Kitchen - BathKitchen - Bath

Jim Anderson

Cell: 1-306-621-6372

Mr T’s Plumbing
and Heating

Todd Th rossell
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed Gas Fitter

813 Desmond St.,
P.O. Box 296,
Grenfell, SK

S0G 2B0

Ph.: 1-306-697-2727
Cell: 1-306-697-7749
mrtsph@sasktel.net

Serving Fort Qu’Appelle and area for over 25 years

J&V ELECTRIC
Jamie Sebastian
Owner/Journeyman
Box 2388, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK S0G 1S0
jsebastian@sasktel.net
306
306-331-8827 Cell

P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g
F latLand

Whitewood, SK.
Phone: 306-735-4328

flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Whitewood, SK

With This Ad Receive

Any Regular Priced
Clothing or Accessory.

Monday to Friday. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

CONTRACTORS + HOME DIRECTORY

117 - 3rd Ave. West,

Melville, SK

306-728-5493

R.A.D.D.
General Contracting Services

Serving Whitewood
and Esterhazy Areas

Text/Call
Rheeve: 306-853-7034

Des: 306-740-9560
raddgeneral@gmail.com

P.O. Box 1382,
Esterhazy, SK  S0A 0X0

• Handyman and General 
  Maintenance Services

• Carpentry

• Blow-in Insulation

• Mechanical

• Trenching

• Landscaping

Wholesale Transmission 

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK

Phone 306-728-2730

• SGI Accredited
• Minor Dents & Scratches 

• Courtesy Car
• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 

• Bulk Petroleum

• Liquor and Cold Beer • Tobacco Products

• Dec. 1 to March 31 •
Monday to Friday 9:00 to 4:30

Saturday and Sunday Closed
Closed Statutory Holidays

• April 1 to Nov. 30 •
Monday to Saturday

8:00 to 4:30
Sunday Closed

Closed Statutory Holidays
ACCEPTING: Used oil, filters and containers; 

Used Antifreeze; Batteries; Select household 
chemicals; Grain Bags & Twine; Concrete; 

Asphalt.
Info: northvalleywaste.ca

By Provincial
Grasslands News 

The Government of 
Saskatchewan is prepar-
ing for a possible postal 
strike that could begin 
as early as May 22, 2025. 
Ministries, Crowns and 
agencies have put con-
tingency plans in place to 
limit service disruptions.

The government en-
courages all clients, sup-
pliers and businesses to 
switch to direct deposit, 
as those payments will 
not be impacted by any 
changes to postal ser-
vices.

Social Services Payments
Building on the ex-

perience with the 2024 
Canada Post service dis-
ruption, the Ministry of 
Social Services is prepar-
ing contingency plans for 
clients who receive bene-
fit cheques by mail. Most 
ministry clients already 
receive benefit payments 
by direct deposit and 
these payments will con-
tinue as usual. Clients 
are encouraged to switch 
to direct deposit.

Drug Plan and Extended 
Benefits 

Residents requiring 
letters to submit to their 
private insurance provid-
ers for Special Support, 
Seniors’ Drug Plan, or 
Exception Drug Status 
may submit the request 
through the online Sas-
katchewan Formulary. 
Letters will be mailed 
once the Canada Post 
service disruption is re-
solved. 

Health Cards and Vital 
Statistics Certificates
Incoming and outgoing 

mail delays may affect ap-
plications for health cards 
and certificates for births, 
deaths or marriages. Visit 
eHealthsask.ca for op-
tions to minimize delays, 
including ordering online. 

Crop Insurance/
AgriStability Information 

and Payments 
The Saskatchewan 

Crop Insurance Corpora-
tion (SCIC) will work with 
customers to determine 
alternate options for ac-
cessing information typ-
ically delivered through 
Canada Post, such as fax-
ing, emailing or deliver-
ing to a local SCIC office 
for pick-up. Producers are 
encouraged to sign-up for 
direct deposit for receiv-
ing program payments. 
The direct payment form 
is available on SCIC’s 
website. 

Payments to Government 
of Saskatchewan Suppliers

The Ministry of Fi-
nance will make supplier 
cheques available for 

pickup in Regina for sup-
pliers unable to register 
for direct deposit. Suppli-
ers should call 306-787-7450 
to make arrangements.

Taxes, Refunds and Grant 
Payments

In the event of a postal 
dispute, businesses are 
expected to ensure they 
file and pay taxes to the 
Ministry of Finance on 
time. Mail delays do not 
change tax deadlines or 
the assessment of pen-
alties and interest. For 
more information, please 
review the Information 
Notice - IN 2025-03, Filing 
and Paying Provincial 
Taxes in the Event of a 
Postal Disruption.

Tax clients are encour-
aged to sign up for the 
secure and convenient 
Saskatchewan eTax Ser-
vices (SETS) online portal 
to file and pay taxes elec-
tronically and avoid any 
delays in meeting tax ob-
ligations. 

Tax refunds and grant 
payments sent by direct 
deposit will not be de-
layed. Those who do not 
use direct deposit can call 
1-800-667-6102 to set it up, 
delay the refund or grant 

payment, or request a cou-
rier delivery at their own 
cost.

Crown Utility Accounts, 
Bills and More

SGI, SaskTel, Sask-
Power and SaskEnergy 
invite customers to sign 
up for online billing and 
notifications to ensure 
they receive information 
about their utility bills, 
driver’s licence and vehi-
cle registration renewals 
and other important com-
munications. This helps 
avoid delays in receiving 
bills and account updates. 
Longer than usual wait 
times for customer ser-

vice representatives are 
anticipated in the event of 
postal service disruptions, 
so customers are encour-
aged to visit the respec-
tive Crown websites or to 
call for more information 
regarding customer ser-
vice options. Information 
is also available online re-
garding options for paying 
outstanding bills in the 
event mail-in payments 
are not possible.   

Public Guardian and 
Trustee 

The Public Guardian 
and Trustee’s office is pre-
paring backup options for 
clients and client service 

providers who get pay-
ment cheques by mail. 
Many clients and service 
providers already use
direct deposit and will 
not be affected. Clients
and service providers 
are encouraged to switch
to direct deposit as soon 
as possible. They can do 
so by contacting their 
trust officer or the Public
Guardian and Trustee’s 
office at 1-877-787-5424 or 
by email at pgt@gov.sk.ca. 

In the event of a postal 
strike, clients and suppli-
ers and businesses can 
visit www.saskatchewan.
ca/postal-strike for more
detailed information.  

Province prepares for possible Canada Post strike

By Provincial
Grasslands News 

In the wake of recent warmer weather and dryer 
conditions, the public is reminded that agriculture pro-
ducers and equipment are back in the field as seeding 
operations are underway in earnest across Saskatche-
wan.

The first weekly Crop Report of the 2025 growing sea-
son, published on May 8, indicates that seeding prog-
ress is presently at 18 per cent across the province, well 
ahead of both the five-year average (10 per cent) and the 
10-year average (12 per cent). 

“Producers have wasted no time getting into the field 
and making a lot of progress in the past few weeks, and 
we should keep in mind that this work will only ramp 
up in the days ahead,” Agriculture Minister Daryl Har-
rison said. 

Saskatchewan drivers are encouraged to watch for 
farm machinery they may encounter moving along our 
highways and roads and to be mindful of this equipment 
and be patient for the safety of everyone.

More than 200 people across the province complete a 
short survey each week to share what they see and hear 
in their rural municipalities.

Spring seeding underway
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
238 - 3rd Ave. E.   

Office Ph. 306-728-2551
Office Hours: Mondays 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clergy: Deacon Kevin Prouten

www.stpaulsmelville.ca

Sunday, May 18: 
*2:00 p.m. Worship Service 

with Communion
—

*9 a.m. Communion Worship at 
Trinity, Lemberg

*11 a.m. Communion Worship at 
Christ, Neudorf

Tuesday, May 20: 
3:30 p.m. MACC Meeting 

at St. Paul’s                                                                                       

ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH

Church Office 306-728-5764; 
306-720-0589

Sunday, May 18: 
No Service

                                                                                       

FIRST UNITED CHURCH
5th Ave. E. & King St.

Rev. Brian Mee, 306-335-7611
website: firstunitedmelville.org

Sunday, May 18: 
11 a.m. Worship Service

with Rev. Brian Mee                                                                                    

(A Church with a Caring Heart)
 800 Prince Edward St. 
Melville Comm. Works)  

Ph. 306-728-2347 
Pastor Tim Oehler

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. Pre-service Prayer

10:00 a.m. Coffee and Welcome
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
www.melvilleriverchurch.org

Facebook @melvilleriverchurch
Recorded messages 

posted online                                                                                    

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

258 - 10th Ave. W. 
Ph. 306-728-3971

Pastor Ronald Shumba 
facebook.com/gslcmelville

May 15: 7:00 p.m. Bible Study
May 16: 7:00 p.m. Youth

May 18: 10:30 a.m. 
Communion Service
May 19: 3:40 p.m. 
Confirmation Class                                                                                       

Fr. Basil Malowany
basilmalowany@gmail.com 

306-540-5102

Sunday, May 18: 
11:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Saturday, May 24: 
7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy                                                                                       

th Ave. W.
Office Ph. 306-728-5022 

 Pastor Jon Pettinger
Associate Pastor: Jesse Darby

Sunday:  
Connections at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service at 11 a.m. 

Online services can be found at:  
www.melvillebaptist.com                                                                                   

5th Ave. W. & Queen St. 
Church Office Ph. 306-728-5001

Sunday, May 18: 
Worship 10:30 a.m.

                                                                                

CATHOLIC CHURCH
729 Main St. – Office 

Ph. 306-728-5702
Res. Ph. 306-728-2305

111 - 8th Ave. W.
Father Melchor Samonte

Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.               
Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.                                                                                        

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church - Canada) 

 502 - 4th Ave. W. – Church Office 
Ph. 306-728-5689

Email: zlcpastor@myaccess.ca
www.zionlutheranmelville.com

Sunday, May 18: 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Church of the Lutheran Hour 
heard Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

on 940 CJGX Radio, Yorkton                                                                             

NEW LIFE 

Worship

Wednesday Kids Club - 3:30 p.m.
                                                                                     

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Youth Group – 7 p.m.

Rev. Dr. James R. Graham
                                                                                    

ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Tomy Mandapathil
Sunday, May 18: 

11:00 a.m. Mass Service
                                                                                   

Sunday, May 18: 
10:30 a.m. No Service

                                                                                  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WAPELLA

Sunday, May 18: 
10:00 a.m. Communion  Service

                                                                                  
WHITEWOOD 

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, May 18: 

No Worship Service
                                                                                

LUTHERAN 
417 3rd Street South

*Sunday Services 10 a.m.*
email: pipestoneparish@sasktel.net                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave. — 306-736-2237
email: kwpc@sasktel.net

*Services Held 1st and 3rd Sundays
at 9:30 a.m. Minister will vary*

                                                                                    

701 3rd Street - 306-736-8992
Website: kiplingpeopleschurch.com
Pastors: Kevin & Merodee Hassler
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Ministry
                                                                                   

ST. ANNE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
418 First St., Kipling

306-538-2163
Sunday, May 18: 
Mass 11:00 a.m.

                                                                                   

400 3rd St. South, Kipling
306-736-2447, Doris

306-424-2604, George
*Worship Service 11:00 a.m.*

                                                                                   

 

102 Nelson Ave. 
(in Kipling United Church)

Sunday Worship 
in person 11:30 a.m.

Lay Person/Service Leader
306-736-2479

bkbernat@gmail.com                                                                                   

309 3rd. St. South, Kipling
306-736-2421

parklandagc@sasktel.net

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service

Thursday: 9 a.m.- 12 noon

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Mom’s Group
                                                                                   

Melville Churches Melville Churches 

Whitewood & Area 
Churches 

Indian Head Church 

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

801 Buxton St. - Indian Head, SK
306-695-3838

*Sunday Services 11 a.m.*
*Family Play Group – 

Mondays, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon
*Living with Cancer Support Group

2nd Tuesday of the Month
                                                                                   

Churches 

 Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube 

and will be livestreamed 
306-900-0600

Fort Qu’Appelle – valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

194 Bay St., Fort Qu’Appelle
Rev. Jo Mader, 306-332-4455

Sunday School & Service 10:30
Hear the Gospel, sing the faith, feel the 

family fellowship. Facebook Live. 
Growing in Faith Together

By Connie Schwalm
Grasslands News 

The heart of any farming operation is 
the farmhouse.

From modest single-room dwellings – 
to DIY house ‘kits’ ordered through the 
Eaton’s catalogue and shipped by rail 
- to the various types of homes found 
today – the history of farm homes in 
Saskatchewan reflects the diversity, in-
genuity and determination of those who 
called these houses ‘home’. 

Previously, farmhouses were consid-
ered to be farm buildings, and did not 
have to comply with the same construc-
tion standards and regulations as an 
urban home.

Bill Hawkins (Saskatchewan Govern-
ment Relations – Building & Technical 
Standards) says that the decision to ex-
empt farmhouse from having to comply 
with construction standards was origi-
nally made in order to avoid having to 
place extra burdens on struggling farm 
families.

“We recognize that the farm com-
munity is a special thing in Saskatch-
ewan. The history of this exemption 
dates back to when the codes were ad-
opted province wide. When the UBAS 
(Uniform Building and Accessibility 
Standards Act) became law in 1988, the 
government at the time did not want to 
impose additional burdens on the farm 
community. Back in the 1980’s farm 
communities were struggling, and they 
didn’t want to add to that.”

Hawkins says that the current gov-
ernment has “honored that and contin-
ued that” by allowing farm buildings to 
remain exempt from constructions stan-
dards, and notes that, “We have a very 
distinct definition for farm buildings. 
We worked exclusively with SARM 
and the Ministry of Agriculture to de-
fine that better than it had been before. 
It takes into account the definition of 
farming or farm operations that’s found 
in the Ag Operations Act.”

However, this new definition means 
that the term “farm building” no longer 
applies to the farmhouse. According to 
the Construction Codes Advisory en-
titled Farm Buildings and Farm Resi-
dences in the Construction Codes Act:

“Farm residences and other build-
ings where sleeping accommodation is 
provided on a regular or temporary/
seasonal basis are not farm buildings 
and are not exempt from construction 
standards. They must comply with 
applicable provisions of the National 
Building Code of Canada adopted for 
use in Saskatchewan.”

This means that a farmer who 
wants to build a new farmhouse today 
(whether it will be built on-site or is 
an RTM or Modular Home) must go 
through the same process of applying 
for a Development Permit and Building 
Permit, provide the same required in-
formation and documents for a Plan Ap-
proval to take place, and have the same 
inspections done by the municipality’s 
Building Official at the required time 
during construction, as an owner want-
ing to build a home in an urban center. 

Existing farmhouses constructed 
prior to the new legislation continue 
to be exempt from having to comply 
with construction standards. However, 
as Bob Baker (Owner of Professional 
Building Inspections) explains, most 
renovations or modifications done to 
farmhouses (such as adding or replac-
ing a deck) must now be code compliant.

“Renovations to an existing farm 
home, such as adding a deck, also re-
quire a Building Permit now. These are 
considered residential homes, so all the 
same regulations apply to a home on the 
farm as to a home in an urban center. 
Even if the owner is tearing an existing 
deck off and building a new one, that 
now requires a Building Permit. And 
the process of obtaining that Building 
Permit, and having the required in-
spections done during construction, is 
the same as for any other residential 

building project.”
Other structures are also now sub-

ject to construction standards because 
of this change. For example, as Haw-
kins notes, a detached garage “would be 
an accessory structure to the primary 
dwelling unit. So, those would gener-
ally be viewed as part of the residential 
house by both legislation and construc-
tion codes.”

But defining a structure as a “farm 
building” no matter how rigorous and 
detailed that definition might be, can 
be challenging. Hawkins points out 
that the current definition “farm build-
ing” also means that a building can be 
disqualified because of the purpose it 
serves.

“A building that offers commercial 
services unrelated to the farming oper-
ation must comply with construction 
codes. So, for example, if I’m a farmer 
but I build cabinets in the wintertime, 
then the building where I build cabinets 
is considered a different business from 
the farming operations and it would 
need to comply with construction stan-
dards.”

However, when asked how that 
same building would be classified if the 
farmer did work related to the farm op-
eration in the building during the rest 
of the year, Hawkins says this:

“Our advice would be default to the 
strictest provisions of the Building Code 
and the Construction Code Act and Reg-
ulations. Then it’s all covered. So, that 
building would be considered commer-
cial.” 

It should also be noted that the ex-
emption for farm buildings under pro-
vincial legislation may not apply if a 
Rural Municipality chooses to have 
construction standards apply to farm 
buildings. As Bob Baker (PBI) notes, 
a municipality can enact a Building 
Bylaw which supersedes the require-
ments of The Construction Codes Act. 

“A municipality can’t write a bylaw 
saying that it won’t require Building 
Permits. They must do at minimum - 
what is in the Construction Code Act. 
But a municipality can decide to have a 
building bylaw that exceeds the require-
ments in the legislation. 

“So, it is the Construction Code Act, 
Regulations and the Municipal Bylaw 
that determine what is applicable code. 
For example, Part Two of the Building 
Code involves farm buildings over 600 
square meters. That would include most 
of the big farm shops you typically see 
in Saskatchewan. All the regulations 
pertaining to those buildings is in that 
part of the code. 

“The way that the Construction Code 
Act is currently written, those buildings 
are exempt because they’re farm build-
ings. So, Part Two of the Building Code 
isn’t applicable. But an RM can decide 
that they do want a Building Permit for 
farm buildings over 600 square meters. 
Now that building will require a build-
ing permit, and that part of the building 
code is applicable.

Bill Hawkins says that allowing mu-
nicipalities to exceed the requirements 
of legislation provides the local govern-
ment with greater independence.

“Municipalities are given some lati-
tude in determining whether the stan-
dard should apply to farm building, 
because the Province intends munici-
palities to have some autonomy in mak-
ing some decision locally.” 

However, despite these challenges, 
Hawkins maintains the new legislation 
brings greater assurances of safety.

“The reason why farmhouses must 
now comply is that previously, we had 
a double standard in Saskatchewan. 
You could build a farmhouse without 
all of the objectives of the Building Code 
– health, safety, accessibility where 
needed, fire and structural protection 
– being applied. Without that being ap-
plied to a farmhouse, you suggested a 
double standard where farm families 
didn’t require the same provisions for 
health, safety and welfare that their 

urban cousins did.
“Some believe they should be able to 

build whatever they like on their farm. 
I get that sentiment. The farm commu-
nity is a proud group of people, and 
there’s reason for that. There’s a lot of 
farm legacy and heritage in the history 
of Saskatchewan.

“But we’re in a modern society. We 
have expectations. And while the inten-
tions are good, you never know when 
something could go wrong because 
something wasn’t done effectively. Is 
the bedroom window the right size so 
that a person can get out in the event of 
a fire? Is the handrail on the stairs ade-
quate and in place so a person can grasp 
and use it? Is there the right landing at 
the top and bottom of the stairs to limit 
the trips and falls that might happen if 
they weren’t there? These things im-
pact the whole family and anybody who 

might visit that location.
“If things aren’t done effectively, it 

might also put first responders at risk,
whether it’s fire, EMT or others, and 
that can put a burden on our health care 
system and other components in our so-
ciety.

“So, in a modern society, we want
one standard, whether it’s on the farm 
or in an urban center, because everyone
needs to be treated the same. There are 
enough variants already because of ge-
ography in rural Saskatchewan. If we
can make the buildings safe, that’s just
one thing out of the way.” 

Certainly, Saskatchewan’s Construc-
tion Codes Act & Regulations have an 
impact wherever you live in Saskatch-
ewan. Next week, we’ll look at how this
legislation and construction standards
may impact where you work.

Building Bureaucracy: Part Two

Construction codes impact on farm building projects
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CLASSIFIEDS
ONE AD, SIX NEWSPAPERS: All classified ads appear in the Fort Qu’Appelle Times, Indian Head-Wolseley News, Kipling Clipper, Melville Advance, Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun and Quad Town Forum 

CLASSIFIED RATES
(based on 25 words or less) 

1 week: $15.00 • 2 weeks: $20.00 • 3 weeks: $25.00 • 4 weeks: $30.00 

Additional weeks: $7.50 • Deadline: Tuesdays at 12 noon

1-844-GNG-NEWSObituary Deadline Tuesdays 12 Noon

Marguerite Jean Loewen 
passed away at the Southeast 
Integrated Care Centre Long 
Term Care in Moosomin, SK, 
in the early hours of Friday, 
May 9, 2025, with family by 
her side.

Jean was the oldest child 
of Robert and Margaret 
Roney, and she had six sib-
lings whom she loved dearly.

Jean was predeceased by 

husband Clifford Hanna and second husband Cornelius 
Loewen; grandson Ryan Vilness; great-grandson Cailen 
Vilness; sisters Beth Crawford, Marjorie Larson and Eileen 
Van Damme; brothers Allan Roney, Clifford Roney and 
Barry Roney; sisters-in-law Lois Roney, Eileen Mooney, 
Kay Stratton and Olga Hanna; and brothers-in-law Vernon 
Stratton, Ed Mooney and Gordon Hanna.

Left to mourn her passing are daughters Trudy (Kim) 
Vilness, Donna (Mark) Hammerquist, Sandra (Bruce) 
Restau and Shiela Hanna (Shane Vennard); sons Dean 
(Faye) Hanna and Wayne (Shari) Hanna; 18 grandchildren, 
34 great-grandchildren and 4 great-great-grandchildren and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

Jean was so proud of her family and just loved when as 
many of them could gather to celebrate her. She always 
had a helping hand for anyone in need, and she radiated 
happiness through her smile. Jean loved to dance and 
enjoyed the Saturday Night Dance Party on television and es-
pecially loved to dance with her daughter Donna at the end of 
every visit.

Jean will be greatly missed by all her family and friends 
and her new family at the Moosomin Long Term Care.

Memorial donations may be made to the SEICC Long 
Term Care Recreation Department.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.  
Arrangements are entrusted to Matthews Funeral Home, 

Whitewood and Melville.

Obituary Marguerite Jean Loewen
May 26, 1933 - May 9, 2025

It is with heavy hearts that 
we announce the passing of 
Elroy Senft of Lemberg, SK. 
Elroy left us peacefully and 
walked into the loving arms 
of Jesus on Friday, May 2, 
2025, and was 88 years old. 

Elroy was born along side 
his twin brother, Elmer, on 
May 27, 1936, to William and 
Ida Senft on the family farm 
in Lemberg, SK. He spent 
his entire life on the farm in
Lemberg except for a short 
time working the shipyards in Vancouver, B.C. 

was a shy boy who spent his youth playing anti-over, horse 
shoes and protecting his sisters from being chased by the 
roosters. As a young man, Elroy worked on the family farm. 
He met the love of his life, MaryAnn, and they wed on Nov. 
11, 1965. Together they farmed for over 60 years growing 
various crops, raising beef, pork, chickens, and milking 
cows. Raising seven children on the farm, their home was 
always full of the laughter of children and grandchildren.

 Once retired, Elroy and MaryAnn took numerous trips, 
became avid gardeners and spent countless hours cutting 
acres of grass and working on puzzles.

Elroy’s dedication to the farm and his work ethic are 
seen through his children. We will all miss hearing his
favourite sayings, “oi yoi yoi” and “work hard”.

Elroy is survived by his loving wife of 60 years,
MaryAnn; his children, Larry Derksen (Brenda, Carmen, 
Misty and Harley), Kathy Kroeker (Ben), Debbie Cunday 
(Barry, Chasity, Nathan), Bobbi Derksen (Ashley, Justin), 
Gene (Tammy, Amber and Cody), Joanne Mercer (Brooke, 
Amanda, Lacey, Deanna, Brittany and Kayla), Roxanne 
(Remo DiAntonio and Gabrielle), as well as numerous 
great- and great-great-grandchildren; his sisters, Linda, 
Wilma, Ida and Rose; and many nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.

In August 2024, Elroy was diagnosed with prostate 
cancer that metastasized to the bone. He insisted on
staying in his house with MaryAnn and his children being his
caregivers. On April 20, 2025, he was hospitalized at Fort 
Qu’Appelle, SK. Elroy was transferred to Palliative Care 
at the Pasqua Hospital. His wife, children and grandchil-
dren were with him for his last days, sharing memories and 
laughs of the family farm, all of which made Elroy come 
alive and share some jokes and laughter.

The family would like to express their gratitude to the 
doctors and nurses at Palliative Care for their compassion-
ate end-of-his-life care for our dear Elroy.

Elroy’s funeral service will be held Saturday, May 17, 
2024, at 2 p.m., at Matthews Funeral Home, Melville, with 

and District Cemetery.
Funeral arrangements were entrusted to Matthews

Funeral Home, Melville.

Obituary Elroy Senft
May 27, 1936 - May 2, 2025

It is with great sadness 
we announce the passing of 
Catherine Anne Haverstock 
at the age of 70. She passed 
on Saturday, May 3, 2025, at 
Whitewood Community Health 
Centre, long-term care, where 
many people became a part 
of her family and she became 
part of theirs.

Catherine was born Sept. 
19, 1954, to the late Laura 
(Boudreau) and Norman New-
ell of Little River Harbour, Yarmouth County, NS.

Upon getting married April 19, 1974, to Leslie Kendall 
Haverstock, she soon became a Canadian military wife. 
After having two children, Matthew 1976 and Sarah 1978, 
and living in many different locations across Canada,
Catherine and Les made Whitewood, SK, their last stop.

Catherine loved to travel, whether it was camping,
summer vacations or seeing the world. When not travelling, 
she enjoyed doing many crafty projects like crocheting, 
cross stitch, painting and don’t forget about diamond dot 

projects.
Catherine Anne was predeceased by her beloved

husband, Les; mother Laura and father Norman; siblings 
Joe (Mary) Newell, Anita (Darrel) Wentzell, Deanna (Henry) 
Nowlan and Al (Carol Ann) Newell.

She will greatly be missed by her son, Matthew
(Darla) Haverstock; daughter Sarah (Wayne) Payot;
grandchildren Michael and Samantha “Gabe” Haverstock, 
Jade and Chase Payot; siblings Danny (Deloris) Newell, 
Wayne (Judy) Newell, Gaila Magee, Paulette Newell, Larry 
Newell and Norman (Catherine) Newell; plus many aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, friends and others who 
have had the joy to have fun and a good laugh with her. 

Catherine will be cremated and buried with her loving 
husband and a couple of special puppy companions in the 
First Baptist Church Cemetery, Hammonds Plains, NS. 
Graveside memorial and gathering will be determined at a 
later date. 

Arrangements are entrusted to Matthews Funeral Home, 
Whitewood and Melville.

Obituary Catherine Anne Haverstock
Sept. 19, 1954 - May 3, 2025

It is with sadness that the 
family announces the passing 
of Don Warner at the age of 
86 in Balcarres, SK.

Mass of Christian Buri-
al will be held Friday, May 
30, 2025 at 2 p.m., Catholic 
Church of St. John, 302 Earl 
Street, Balcarres, SK.

Interment - Balcarres Town 
Cemetery. Following the Inter-
ment, all are welcome for a 
time of fellowship and visita-
tion luncheon in the Balcarres 
Memorial Hall, Main Street.

Arrangements entrusted to Conley Funeral Home, Fort 
Qu'Appelle, SK. 1-306-332-0555

Obituary Donald Arthur Warner
Sept. 4, 1938 - Jan. 15, 2025

Advertising Deadline for Obituaries and Classifieds
is 12 noon on Tuesdays.

NOW HIRING:
Person to 

COOK & CLEAN
for heavy (road) 

construction camp 
this upcoming season. 

Current location is 
near Saskatoon, SK. 

Must have valid 
driver’s license and 
safe food handling 

ticket. Experience in 
camp setting with 

20-30 crew, an asset. 
Send resume with two 
work references to: 

Bryden Construction, 

SK., S0E 0A0
brydenconstruct@

xplornet.ca
or fax 306-769-8844

www.bryden
constructionand

transport.ca

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATORS  

Motor scrapers, dozers,
excavators, rock trucks,
packers; wide range of
machines.     
Lots of work all season.
Camp/R & B provided.  

Competitive wages. 
Valid drivers license 

req’d.   
Send resume and 

work references to: 
Bryden Construction 

and Transport Co. Inc. 

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@

www.
brydenconstruction

andtransport.ca

Help keep your community’s history alive.
SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca



KOLYBABA – In loving memory of 
Carol who passed away May 13, 
2021.   
My mind still talks to you,  
My heart still looks for you,  

peace.   
I miss you every single day.  
My family misses your guidance
and friendly smile.   
Always in our hearts
–Wilmer, Tanya, James, Taylor and 
Jayda.   M24-1p
YOUNG – Lena. In loving memory 
of a dear Mom and Gramma who 
passed away May 21, 1999.
Even though the years have flown,
And seasons have since come 
and gone,    
The echo of your gentle tone 
Still whispers softly until dawn. 
The memories, like stars so bright,
Still pierce the darkness of the night.
Though time may try to dim their
gleam,    
They live within a waking dream. 
I see your smile in photographs, 
Hear your advice in silent laughs.
The lessons learned, the love  
you gave,    

restless wave.   
The world has changed in   
countless ways,   
But in my heart, your presence  
stays.    
A constant comfort, deep and  
true,    
My everlasting thought of you.  
And though a long, long time  
has passed,   
The love we shared was built  
to last    
Missing you still, with tender   
heart,    
A cherished, irreplaceable part.
–Love forever, Laura, Denis, Julie, 
Leanne and Janlyn.

SENIOR SELLING the following – 
garden paraphernalia, planting pots, 
lawn mower, dahlia roots; a 54-piece 
cutlery set, never used, in a walnut 
chest, includes hostess set; a 44 
piece dinnerware set; a refinished 
antique settee and more. For a com-
plete list call 306-728-2131.   

M51-3p

2019 DODGE RAM 1500, 4x4, 164 
kms. $20,000. Kelly Llewellyn at 
306-316-0855.                   M52-2p

FOR RENT – 2 bedroom apartment 
in Melville. Equipped with fridge, 
stove, AC, off-suite storage, plug-in 
parking and free laundry. 306-730-
7447 for inquiries.   M50-4p
LONG TERM RENTAL at 
Cumberland Villlas Condo in 
Melville. 2 bedroom unfurnished 
suite, 4th floor corner unit , 1 parking 
spot included. Nice and bright with 
lots of windows and great views. 
Contact Doug McDonald, 204-291-
3565 or Diane Exner, GM, 306-728-
2035.                                   M46-4p
FOR RENT – 1- and 2-bedroom 

Melville. Appliances included. Phone 
Steve at 306-730-7242. M1-nc

PAYING CASH for all firearms; one 
or many. Includes estates and col-
lections. Executors welcome. Once 
and done. Please call 306-539-
2543.    M46-4c

Annual Meeting will be held on 
Monday, May 26, 2025 at 8 p.m. at 
the Museum.  Everyone is welcome. 
New board members are also wel-
come. M1-2c

FORAGE SEED FOR SALE: 
Organic & conventional: Sweet 
Clover, Alfalfa, Red Clover, Smooth 
Brome, Meadow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, etc. Star City, 
SK. Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 306-921-
9942.
Find QUALIFIED, LOCAL EMPLOY- 
EES, using the strength of communi-
ty newspapers! Visit www.swna.com 
or call 306-649-1405 to find out how!
PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER. All 
real estate types considered. No 
credit checks done. Deal direct with 
lender and get quick approval. Toll 
free 1-866-405-1228 www.firstand-
secondmortgages.ca
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Royal Canadian Legion
Indian Head Branch No. 114

General Meeting 2nd Sunday at 2 p.m.

President - Matt Smith
Contact Don Ford 306-530-3222 and Myrna Scott 306-727-3733

Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Vases,
Cemetery Inscriptions and Cremation Urns.

FULLY GUARANTEED – LICENSED AND BONDED

See Our

Large Display

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428
Serving Surrounding Areas Since 1960

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

“Treating Your Family like a part of
Ours for 4 Generations”

Raymond and Crystal Bailey,
Don Klus and Len Varga

Located at 5th Ave. W and Main St., Melville, SK

CAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales
• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

Dennis Temple 306-332-1335

or 306-728-8197

GRANITE, MARBLE, 
BRONZE MONUMENTS

Second Inscriptions
Vases, Cremation Urns
Licensed and Bonded

DIRECTORY 

ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

*Must be prepaid, plus GST.
Regular rate is $480 plus GST per year. 

Grasslands News Group

1-844-464-6397

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

FUNERAL + MONUMENT DIRECTORY

Keith Hawken  306-695-2479
Michael Rey 306-901-7440
Laurie Rey 306-901-7000

mrey@sasktel.net

Cemetery Memorials • In Cemetery Lettering
Memorial Levelling  • Memorial Restoration 

Memoriam

Province Wide

Moving Out SaleMemoriam
In Loving Memory

Elfrieda Elsa Potoroka

I try and cope the best I can

If I could only see you
And once more feel your touch.

of me

But now and then I swear I feel
Your hand slip into mine.

We love and miss you every day,

Till we meet again,
Mike, Mickey and Bonnie. 

For Sale

Truck for Sale

For Rent

$ Paying Cash $

Annual Meeting

Live Auction Sale!
MOVING OUT SALE

for Harvey and Fay Exner

740 - 6th Ave. West, Melville SK
Time: Garage Doors and 

Registration Opens at 3 p.m.
Auction Starts at 5 p.m.

Items include: long horn rugs, horse 
memorabilia, cattle equipment assorted 
tools, furniture, deep freezers, yard and 
garden equipment including chain saw, 

household essentials, Christmas
 decorations, antique dishwaare and toys 

new workwear and more!

Free Coffee/Donuts

SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR
LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Call Toll Free: 
1-844-GNG-NEWS
subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca

Obituary Lane Cross
Aug. 8, 1934 - May 10, 2025

Our Dad, (George) Lane 
Cross of Kipling, SK passed 
away peacefully on May 10, 
2025 surrounded by his family.

Lane was born August 
8, 1934 to Charles and May 
Cross. He was the fourth of 

dred Sproat, Murray Cross and 
Elsie Schaefer.

Lane married Jeanette 
(Wilhelm) Cross in 1959. They 
moved onto their farm 10 
miles northeast of Kipling in 
1961. This became the home and sanctuary for a large and
vibrant family that Dad was incredibly proud of. They had six 
daughters, 13 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

Dad was a farmer at heart. He took great joy in the 
beauty of the prairies and was proud to work the land his 
entire life. In the early years, he farmed alongside his father 
and then later with the help of his daughters. While Donna is 
the one carrying on the farming tradition, the ingenuity and 
work ethic Dad believed in is evident throughout the family. 
Dad will be honoured and remembered by all of his family 
who loved him dearly.

Lane is survived by his wife Jeanette; his daughters: 
Barbara Cross, Judy Cross (Doug Hogan), Nancy (Pat) Hol-
lman, Mary (Ronald) Henrion, Elaine Cross (Rob Smales), 
and Donna Cross (Clayton MacLennan); his grandchildren: 
Kayla (Jordan) and Lucas (Judy’s kids), Emily and Matthew 
(Nancy’s kids), Calvin (Chelsey), Amy (Charlie) and Jessica 
(Jesse) (Mary’s kids), Franny (Elaine’s kid), Lane (Saman-
tha), Hazel, Emerson, Ewan, Shane and Matthew (Donna’s 
kids); his great-grandchildren: Maverick, Axel (Kayla) and 
Conrad (Calvin); his sister Elsie and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

He was predeceased by his parents, older siblings, sib-
lings-in-law and his grandson Benjamin (Donna).

There will be a private service in Lansdowne Memori-
al Church on May 16, 2025, followed by a public tea and 
reception, including the eulogy, in the Kipling Community 
Centre starting at 3 pm.

If desired, charitable donations can be made in Dad’s 
honour to Benjamin’s Gift of Music program at the Jim 
Pattison Children’s Hospital Foundation, #1 - 345 3rd 
Avenue South, Saskatoon, SK S7K 1M6.

Online condolences may be made at www.tubmanfh.
com.

 Arrangements in care of Tubman Cremation & Funeral 
Services.



Need to Talk? Need to Talk?
Mobile Crisis Services

24/7 Helpline

Mobile Crisis Helpline
306-757-0127

Crisis Suicide Helpline
306-525-5333

Child Abuse Hotline
306-569-2724

Sask. Gambling Hotline
1-800-306-6789
Farm Stress Hotline
1-800-667-4442
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Classified and  Obituary 
Deadline Tuesdays at 12 noon

production2@grasslandsnews.ca

Published 

Fridays

1-844-GNG-NEWS

Legacy Inn would love to be a part of your future events! 
Booking for weddings, banquets, reunions and meetings 

Contact: gmgrenfell@bluecrescent.ca 

As always, we are happy to do a personal tour of our apartments. 
Contact: Richard at 306-697-7298 or Shauna at 306-697-7160

Legacy Inn
& Heritage Community Living

 800 Ennis Ave., Grenfell, SK

an event ?
Check out what the Legacy Inn has to off er 

with their Banquet Room and beautiful
outdoor space!

Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owner
 and the NHL Shield are registered trademarks of the National Hockey League. ©NHL 2025. All Rights Reserved.

Sales hoursPromo 

Up toUp toRates from 

©NHL

Race to the Cup
Hyundai Sales Event

Finance from

Includes 0.5% loyalty rate reduction
for qualifying customers .̂

models†.

Tucson PHEV Kona Santa Fe

4.49%

4.49%

on select models

$1,500
loyalty credit

1.00%
loyalty rate reduction

$350
60 Months

Plus 
Tax

on select vehicles

$500
Military rebate

Dealer License # 323917

PH: 306-783-8080    TF:1-800-565-0002  

www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK

Mon: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Tues: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Wed: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Thurs: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Fri: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Sat: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Sun: Closed

6.79%

Rural Municipality of McLeod No.185

NOTICE of
ABANDONMENT of POLL

The Local Government 
Election Act, 2015

COUNCILLOR FOR DIVISION NO. 5: CHAD HOLLINGER Assessment Roll
Development Area Authority No. 2

The Conserva-
.

Services
Indian Head Library

OPEN HOURS

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY - New Hours

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

CLOSED Monday and Sunday

Auctions

2S Auctioneers

BARLEY
*NEW - AB STANDSWELL*

SMOOTH AWN, HIGH YIELDING,
GRAIN AND FORAGE

GREAT LODGING RESISTANCE
1ST NITROGEN USE

EFFICIENT CEREAL IN CANADA
ATTRACTING JAPANESE

INTEREST

ESMA, CERVEZA, 
CDC AUSTENSON, 

CDC MAVERICK, SUNDRE. 
WHEAT

PINTAIL, FORAGE OR GRAIN

OATS
AC JUNIPER, AC MORGAN, 

AC MUSTANG, DERBY, 
CDC SO1 SUPER OAT.

PEAS
VERY EARLY YELLOW PEA

FORAGE PEAS,
ALSO AVAILABLE
POLISH CANOLA & 
SPRING TRITICALE

mastinseeds.com
403-556-2609
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Etransfers can be made to: accounts@grasslandsnews.ca

ONLINE
www.grasslandsnews.ca/subscribe

CALL THE OFFICE  1-844-GNG-NEWS

BY MAIL 
2025 SUBSCRIPTION PRICES
PICK-UP BOX  -  1 Year $45
Pick up boxes only available for:
Fort Times: Fort Qu’Appelle & Balcarres
Herald Sun: Grenfell, Broadview & Whitewood
Melville Advance: Melville
Kipling Clipper: Kipling
Indian Head-Wolseley News : Indian Head

MAILED IN SASKATCHEWAN
 1 Year  $55   -   2 Years  $95 
 3 Years  $125   -   5 Years  $185

MAILED IN CANADA - 1 Year  $75 
ONLINE EDITION - 1 Year $40

Name:

Address: 

Town/City:      Prov:

Postal Code:         Phone:

Email Address:

Please make cheques out to Grasslands News Group

❑ Visa ❑ MastercardPayment by:

Payment amount:

❑ Cheque or Money Order (enclosed)

3 digit code

Credit Card Expiry

Signature

Telephone Orders: 1-844-GNG-NEWS 

✁

✁

SUBSCRIBE TO: 

Forms should be mailed to Grasslands News Group, Box 1420, Melville, SK, S0A 2P0

Name of paper here.p p

INDIANHEAD-WOLSELEY

Proudly serving Indian Head, Wolseley and area • www.southsasknews.ca
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QUAD TOWN
THE MELVILLE

SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW
AND SEND A FREE GIFT SUBSCRIPTION  WITH SUBSCRIPTION PURCHASE


