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Tabletop training
-

top scenario of a school shooting as part of a mass casualty incident exercise that was held on Monday 

night in Broadview. 

CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Communities
train for the
unthinkable
Towns and First Nations hold 

school shooting exercise

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Preparing for the un-
thinkable is what emer-
gency personnel and local 
elected officials did ear-
lier this week when the 
Broadview/Moosomin 
RCMP detachment hosted 
a mass casualty exercise 
in Broadview that focused 
on a school shooting sce-
nario.

Held at the Broadview 
Community Hall on Mar. 
24, more than 50 officials 
attended the evening 
training session includ-
ing RCMP officers from 
local area detachments, 
firefighters from Kipling, 
Broadview, Kahkewist-
ahaw and Whitewood 
fire departments, elected 
officials from Broadview, 
Grenfell, Whitewood and 
several rural munici-
palities, delegates from 
Broadview Hospital and 
Broadview School, as 

well as representatives 
from Kahkewistahaw, 
Ochapowace, Cowessess, 
and Zagime Anishinabek 
First Nations.

The program was de-
veloped after studying 
mass casualty events 
such as the 2016 La Loche 
school shooting that left 
four dead and seven other 
injured, the 2014 Moncton 
shooting that killed three 
RCMP officers and in-
jured two others, and the 
2022 James Smith Cree 
Nation mass stabbing in-
cident that killed 11 and 
injured 17 others. 

Staff Sergeant Corey 
Niedzielski from the 
White Butte Detachment 
led the exercise, which 
included an hour-long 
presentation followed 
by various tabletop sce-
narios. The presentation 
outlined the role of police, 
fire, EMS and school of-
ficials at a mass critical 
incident such as a school 

shooting. Information on 
the protocols for amber 
alerts and dangerous per-
son alerts was also pro-
vided. 

“It was a real eye-
opener,” said Whitewood 
Fire Chief Bernard Brule. 
“These are situations we 
hope never happen in 

our communities and we 
don’t always think about 
them or prepare for it. But 
this exercise provided a 
lot of clarity on how to re-
spond and what the roles 
and responsibilities are 
for each agency during 
such a situation.” 

Brule said that what 

was learned at the pre-
sentation will be taken 
back to the local fire de-
partment and used to de-
velop a response plan for 
the local school. That plan 
will be developed along 
with local paramedics 
and RCMP. 

This is the second mass 

casualty exercise held in 
the southern area of the 
province this year after 
one was held in the White 
City area. Another mass 
casualty exercise will be 
held in Moosomin in May 
for emergency personnel 
and elected officials in 
that area.

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Whitewood campus of the Southeast College will 
be seeing a new program offered, the Electrician Pro-
gram, which is scheduled for winter 2026. The program 
had previously been held at the Moosomin campus.  

 “The decision (to move the course to Whitewood) is 
driven by economic challenges and declining student 
demand,” said Sheena Onrait, Vice President of Com-
munications & Strategic Enrollment. 

The change will maximize the use of existing space, 
ensuring that Southeast College can continue to offer 
the programs that have been staples in the region, such 
as Adult Basic Education and Continuing Care Assis-
tant programs. Onrait noted that these programs have 
enjoyed consistent success at the Whitewood College 
Campus. 

To accommodate the Electrician program, Southeast 
College plans to utilize unoccupied space at the White-
wood campus for training equipment.

Southeast College is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
this year, and while there have been changes made 
over the years, it remains committed to delivering a 
wide variety of post-secondary career, vocational, and 
academic programming and serves many business and 
industry stakeholders by offering numerous business, 
safety, and industrial programs and courses.

Moosomin is one of six campuses currently operated 
by Southeast College.  The College recently announced 
it is making strategic changes to its Moosomin campus 
operations to better utilize resources and enhance edu-
cational offerings. Starting July 1, 2025, the college will 
not be renewing their lease for the Moosomin campus 
property, meaning it will close its storefront campus 
location and will move the electrical program offered 

there to the Whitewood campus.
“The major contributing factor has been the decline 

in enrollment. Domestic enrollment has been on the de-
cline for years, mainly due to smaller family sizes and 
the increasing number of post-secondary options for 
students.”

Onrait also noted that the international student en-
rollment has been affected by recent changes in Cana-
dian government policy, which has made Canada less 
attractive to international students.

Some residents and businesses in Moosomin pub-
lished their discontent of the campus closure when 
this was announced but Interim President and CEO 
Jody Holzmiller confirmed with Grasslands News in 
an interview that, “The college will continue to offer 
part-time Early Childhood Education (ECE), English as 
an Additional Language (EAL), and various business 
and industry training programs in Moosomin through 
rental and lease agreements. It will also explore oppor-
tunities to offer full-time post-secondary programs in 
the community and surrounding areas.” 

Holzmiller stated the College has rental spaces be-
sides the present campus location and Southeast Col-

lege remains committed to the town of Moosomin and
the surrounding area. They intend to continue to offer
on-demand programming for many years to come. 

Southeast operates campuses in six communities, in-
cluding Assiniboia, Estevan, Indian Head, Moosomin, 
Weyburn, and Whitewood.

“The combination of economic challenges and de-
clining student demand is the main reason for the 
change,” Holzmiller stated. Over the past two years, the 
Moosomin campus has seen minimal use, hosting the
Electrician program for just 18 weeks each year. The 
campus was last staffed by a part-time one-stop associ-
ate, and since summer 2023, has been staffed on an as-
needed casual basis.

Moosomin people were reported as being shocked 
being they are such a busy town with the Moosomin
World-Spectator condemning the decision, saying, “It’s
easy to see that the Southeast College failed Moosomin.

“I’m not sure where things went wrong and what 
changed with Southeast College over the years, but it
seems that the college needs to first and foremost rec-
ognize that Moosomin is a regional service centre and
needs to be treated as such. In fact, Moosomin has more
people within a 100 km radius than Estevan does yet was
down to one course when Estevan has nine planned,”
the World-Spectator published in an opinion piece. 

Whitewood, of course, welcomes the addition of any 
courses in the community. The World-Spectator contin-
ued to comment that that they have many businesses 
and services, as well as those located nearby such as the 
potash mines and Vaderstad.  A new Visual Arts Centre 
is offering all kinds of classes, and they fill up, as well as
Age Friendly Moosomin that has offered courses for se-
niors, and they fill up. Some businesses have tried very 
hard to get the college to offer courses in Moosomin to
no avail, the newspaper added. 

- SEE SOUTHEAST COLLEGE, 13

SE College campus in Whitewood remains strong despite Moosomin closure
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2025 MARKED 80 YEARS AS A TUBMAN FAMILY BUSINESS

DEALER TO POPULATE ALL LEGAL HERE AS REQUIRED (EXAMPLE BELOW) †Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock $X,XXXX models with an annual finance rate of $XXX. Cost of borrowing is 
$XXX. Selling price is $X,XXXX. Weekly payments are $XXX for XX months. $X,XXXX down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge of $1,950, levies and 
all applicable charges (excluding HST/GST/PST/QST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA/RDPRM, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Fees may vary by dealer. *Price adjustments consist of the $7,000 Hyundai 
Bonus on all in-stock 2024 electric vehicles. Offer available on select in-stock electric vehicles only, on lease, finance and cash purchase until March 31, 2025. The $7,000 Hyundai Bonus price adjustments are applied before taxes. Offer is non-
transferable and cannot be assigned. Model inventory for which the price adjustments are applicable may vary from dealer to dealer and from region to region. See your local Hyundai dealer for further details and applicable model inventory. 
◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new vehicle X/X/X/X  models with an annual lease rate of X.XX%/X.XX%/X.XX%. Total lease obligation is $XX,XXX/$XX,XXX/$XX,XXX. Weekly lease payment of
$XXX/$XXX/$XXX for a XX/XX/XX-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $X,XXX/$X,XXX/$X,XXX and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination 
charges of $X,XXX/$X,XXX/$X,XXX, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST/GST/PST/QST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA/RDPRM, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 
security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. Price of model shown: 2025 TUCSON Ultimate Hybrid AWD/2025 KONA N Line Ultimate Hybrid AWD/2025 SANTA FE Preferred Hybrid AWD  is 
$XX,XXX/$XX,XXX/$XX,XXX. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $X,XXX/$X,XXX/$X,XXX, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST/GST/PST/QST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA/RDPRM, licence fees and
dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Fees may vary by dealer. †^◊ Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. 
and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. 
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Hyundai Sales Event
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2024 electric vehicles‡.
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models†. 

Scan to  
learn more.

2024 IONIQ 5
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at 
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† Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2024 ELANTRA Essential/2024 VENUE Essential/2024 TUCSON Preferred AWD models with an annual finance rate of 4.49%/5.49%/4.49%. Cost of borrowing is
$1,972/$2,389/$3,140. Selling price is $25,871/$25,363/$39,414. Weekly payments are $110/$110/$175 for 48/48/48 months. $2,995/$2,395/$2,995 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include
Delivery and Destination charge of $1,775/$1,950/$1,950, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST, GST/PST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Price of model shown: 2024
ELANTRA N Line Ultimate/2024 VENUE Ultimate/2024 TUCSON Ultimate Hybrid AWD is $33,856/$28,331/46,931. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,775/$1,950/$1,950, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST/GST/PST). Prices
exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $599. Fees may vary by dealer. Prices are not established for pre-production models.

*Bonus price adjustments of $500 available on select in-stock 2024 KONA N Line trims only, on lease, finance and cash purchase from July 3, 2024 to July 30, 2024. Price adjustments are applied before taxes. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be
assigned. Model inventory for which the price adjustments are applicable may vary from dealer to dealer and from region to region. See your local Hyundai dealer for further details and applicable model inventory. † Offers available for a limited time and
subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer is non-
transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by
Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners.
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www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK
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By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

Canadians are set to go to the polls on 
April 28, 2025, as the 2025 Federal Elec-
tion has been called.

Prime Minister Mark Carney dis-
solved parliament on March 23, 2025, 
nine days after he was sworn in as 
Prime Minister. The election is six 
months early from its fixed date.

The Liberal government is looking 
for their fourth term this election, as 
the Conservative Party and their leader 
Pierre Poilievre look to form govern-
ment for the first time since the 2011 
election.

In a press conference outside of 
Rideau Hall on March 23, Carney laid 
out his reasoning for calling an early 
election.

“We’ve done a lot in the nine days to 
put in place many of the foundations,” 
said Carney. “But what’s important 
is that the government has a mandate 
from the Canadian people to finish the 
job, to finish the job of building that 
Canadian economy, to finish the job of 
diversifying our trading partners, and 
to have a strong mandate to stand up to 
(U.S. President) Donald Trump and the 
Americans and negotiate the best deal 
for Canadians.”

Poilievre said that the Liberals are 

asking for a fourth term, after swap-
ping Justin Trudeau for Carney. “After 
the lost Liberal decade, the question is 
whether Canadians can afford a fourth 
term of out-of-touch Liberals, inflating 
housing and food costs, unleashing 
crime, ruining immigration, hiking 
taxes, blocking resource jobs and mak-
ing our economy weak and reliant on 
the U.S.,” said Poilievre. “Or is it time
to put Canada First, for a change, with 
a new Conservative government that 
will axe taxes, build homes, cut waste, 
lock-up criminals, secure our borders 
and unleash our resources to bring 
home our jobs and stand up to Trump 
from a position of strength.”

“I will protect Canada. And I will al-
ways put our country first,” said Poil-
ievre.

Local ridings
As of press time in ridings covered by 

Grasslands News, there are nine people 
in the running for spots in parliament.

In Regina-Qu’Appelle incumbent 
Andrew Scheer is running again for the 
Conservatives, Kendrea Anderson will 
represent the Green Party, and Dionne 
Fehler is running for the People’s Party 
of Canada (PPC).

In Yorkton-Melville incumbent Ca-
thay Wagantall will be running for the 
Conservatives, Valerie Brooks will be 
running for the Green Party, and Alec 
Guggenmos will be running as a Liber-
tarian.

In Souris-Moose Mountain former 
Sask Party MLA Steven Bonk will be 
running for the Conservatives in place 
of Robert Kitchen, Remi Rheault will be 
running for the Green Party, and Han-
nah Raketti will be running for the PPC.

Candidates have until April 7, 2025, 
and the full list of confirmed candidates 
will be released April 9.

Riding lines have changed since the 
2021 election. If you plan on voting in 
the upcoming federal election go to elec-
tions.ca to view your updated riding.

Federal election called; election day April 28

Conexus Credit Union warns 
against online selling fraud

Submitted
Grasslands News 

Conexus Credit Union 
is issuing a warning for 
Saskatchewan residents 
selling items online. The 
last few months have seen 
a spike in fraud cases orig-
inating from scammers 
victimizing people in on-
line marketplaces.

“We want to remind
Saskatchewan residents to 
stay vigilant when selling 
items online,” says Mark 
Millham, Conexus’ Chief 
Risk and Compliance Of-
ficer. “We are seeing more 
fraudsters attempting to
obtain banking creden-
tials through online mar-
ketplaces. The strongest 
way to protect yourself
against this scam is to set 
up autodeposit for Interac 
e-Transfer ® and to enable 
digital banking alerts.”

“The autodeposit fea-
ture helps protect you 
against financial loss as
legitimate e-transfers are 
processed automatically.”

Digital marketplaces 
are more popular than 
ever. Unfortunately, this 

popularity also attracts 
fraudsters. These fraud-
sters are targeting people 
regardless of their finan-
cial institution. 

How do these scams 
work?

Fraudsters use online 
trickery and social engi-
neering to defraud their 
victims. A fraudster may
respond to an online post, 
expressing interest in the 
item. They will then sug-
gest purchasing items via 
e-transfer. The fraudster
sends an email mimicking 
the e-transfer emails ev-
eryone recognizes. There 
will be slight differences 
in the email that are dif-
ficult to discern without 
close inspection.

More recently, fraud-
sters are also sending fake 
e-transfers through social
media messaging plat-
forms.

Protect yourself 
against this scam with 

autodeposit
The strongest way to 

protect yourself against 
this scam is to set up 
autodeposit for Interac 
e-Transfer®. Without the 

possibility of fake e-trans-
fer emails, legitimate
e-transfers are processed
automatically, reducing 
the risk of clicking on a
fraudulent link or provid-
ing online banking cre-
dentials to bad actors.

More tips to buy and 
sell safely online

In addition to enabling 
autodeposit, here are
some more tips to protect
yourself when buying and 
selling online:

• Safeguard your bank-
ing credentials: Never 
enter your banking cre-
dentials anywhere except
the Conexus Digital Bank-
ing Platform. Download
the app or bookmark con-
exus.ca. Do not input your 
information into any link
someone has sent you.  

• Set up alerts: Re-
al-time alerts through
text message or push no-
tification are a great way
to continuously monitor
account activity and stop 
fraud in its tracks.  

• Be hypervigilant:
Fraudsters are hunting for 
your banking credentials.
They will manipulate so 
victims lower their guard.
Watch out for pressure
tactics, attempts to cir-
cumvent transaction pro-
cesses, and avoid clicking 
links. Prompts for e-trans-
fers never come through
direct messages in social
media platforms.  

 Conexus members who 
believe they may have
been the victim of fraud or
who encounter any fraud-
ulent activity should con-
tact Conexus and report
the incident.
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Email: general@townofwhitewood.ca
Web Site: www.townofwhitewood.ca

306-735-2210
731 - Lalonde St.

P.O. Box 129
Whitewood, Sask.

S0G 5C0

March 26th, April 2nd & April 9th: United Church Noon Lenten 
Services
At the Whitewood Public Library: March 25th Kids Club, March 
24th - 10:30-11:30 a.m. Storytime, March 27th Community 
Sewing Group
Soccer Registration – Contact:
  whitewoodsoccerassociation@gmail.com
Minor Ball is open for registration – Contact:  
  whitewoodminorball@gmail.com

April 3 – Public Meeting at the Whitewood Curling Lounge
  to Review the 2025 Budget
June 21st – Whitewood Fire Department Golf Tournament
July 19th – Whitewood Legion Golf Tournament

Recycling
Garbage

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

GARBAGE / RECYCLING

TOWN OFFICE INFORMATION

WATER METER READS

UPCOMING EVENTS

WINTER SNOW REMOVAL

Town of Whitewood
306-735-2210

Emial: cao@townofwhitewood.ca

SUMMER STUDENT
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Full-time Instructors

Full-time & Part-time Lifeguards

• 1-Full-time Supervisor

Tim Eveleigh, Facility Operations Manager
P.O. Box 129

Whitewood, SK S0G 5C0
Email: recreation@townofwhitewood.ca

WHITEWOOD SWIMMING POOL

Masonic Hall located at 503 Third Avenue – “Sold As Is”

cao@townofwhitewood.ca

Town of Whitewood - Masonic Hall Tender
P.O. Box 129

Whitewood, SK S0G 5C0
or drop them off at

731 Lalonde Street, Whitewood, SK

FOR SALE BY TENDER

PARTICIPACTION MONTH

Saturday, August 9th - Whitewood Annual Events Day
Throughout the day activities will include:
• Bouncers
• Outdoor Curling
• Food Trucks
• Free Swimming
• U11 & U13 - 3 on 3 Hockey Tournament
Evening will include:
• Entertainment from local entertainer Shaya Istace
• Street Dance featuring The Resistors
• Food Trucks

SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, April 12, 2025
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Parish Cultural Centre
240 Wellington Ave. Yorkton, SK

By Connie Schwalm
Grasslands News 

It is currently impos-
sible to say the word 
“tariff” and avoid being 
drawn into a discussion 
of the volatile situation 
impacting trade between 
Canada and the US. How-
ever, both Daryl Harrison 
(Saskatchewan Minister 
of Agriculture) and SARM 
President Bill Huber say 
that the tariffs being im-
posed by China on canola 
and other key exports are 
an immediate concern in 
this province.

As Harrison explains, 
the Chinese tariff is a re-
sponse to a decision made 
by the Federal Govern-
ment last summer.

“A Canadian tariff on 
Chinese electric vehicles 
coming into this country 
was imposed by the Fed-
eral Government in Au-
gust. At that time, both 
the Trade & Export De-
velopment Minister and 
my predecessor wrote to 
the Federal Government, 
warning of the possible 
repercussions of impos-
ing this tariff on electric 
vehicles.

“Obviously those warn-
ings didn’t change their 
minds, and now our real-
ity is that as of March 20, 
we have a 100% tariff on 
Canola seed, oil and meal, 
as well as on peas (which 
is also a very important 
crop in Saskatchewan). 
There are also lesser but 
still very impactful tar-
iffs that China has put on 
pork and seafood products 
from Canada.”

Harrison goes on to say 
that an urgent meeting 
was recently held between 
government officials 
and various stakeholder 
groups to discuss the Chi-
nese tariff situation.

“We held talks immedi-
ately following the SARM 
Convention in Saskatoon 
last week, with repre-
sentatives from SARM, 
Producer Groups and 
Agricultural Equipment 
Manufacturing Groups. It 
was not surprising to me 
that the main concern for 
everyone at that meeting 
was canola and what im-
pact the Chinese tariffs 
will have on producers 
and the canola industry. 

“It’s particularly tell-
ing that even manufactur-
ers were most concerned 
about the Chinese tariffs. 
If producers aren’t able to 
sell product and generate 
income, they’re not buy-
ing equipment. They’re 
not even kicking tires. 
From a manufacturer’s 
standpoint, that’s the 
equivalent of hitting a 
brick wall. If there are no 
sales, then there is noth-
ing to manufacture. This 
really demonstrates the 
importance of canola in 
this province.”

SARM president Bill 
Huber attended that meet-
ing and agrees that, “The 
100% tariff that China has 
placed on canola is the 
number one issue right 
now. That’s the tariff that 
is going to impact us the 
hardest and soonest.”

Huber notes that the 

agriculture industry has 
faced increased pressure 
over the past few years 
that has already compro-
mised the profitability of 
canola production.

“One thing that we 
shouldn’t forget is that 
we have some of the best 
Agricultural Producers 
in the world here in Sas-
katchewan. They are the 
most modernized and 
mechanized producers 
around the globe. We’re 
also good business stew-
ards and stewards of the 
land. And canola is what 
they used to call our ‘Cin-
derella crop’. It’s the most 
expensive crop to grow 
but can also be your high-
est revenue source in a 
year. 

“But agriculture the 
past couple of years has 
faced pressure due to 
drought and conflicts 
around the globe. Canola 
prices have dropped from 
the 2022-23 crop year to 
today. Meanwhile the cost 
of inputs has gone up.” 

Now, with the added 
pressure of the Chinese 
tariff, Huber says that pro-
ducers may be forced to 
reduce canola production.

“Producers generally 
plan their crop rotations 
around three basic com-
modities – oilseeds, cereal 
crops and pulse crops – 
which are the three types 
of crops grown the most 
in Saskatchewan. Those 
rotations can’t be changed 
overnight.

“A lot of our producers 
have already purchased 
canola seed and fertilizer 
for the year. They did 
their soil tests last fall. So, 
they know what nutrients 
they need to put into the 
ground with the seed – and 
these products are already 
in the bin – ready for the 
start of spring seeding.

“Now when things 
change because of these 
tariffs and we see a $2 
drop in the price of canola 
already, producers are 
somewhat hesitant to 
seed the number of acres 
they’re committed to.  I’m 
not saying that acres will 
be withdrawn from their 
seeding plan. Some will 
go ahead because the seed 
and fertilizer are already 
purchased and ready to 
go. But there is certainly 
the potential for produc-
ers to pull a lot of those 
acres back and switch to 
another crop.”

Huber goes on to say 
that along with a decrease 
in canola production, the 
province could poten-
tially see the loss of canola 
crushing capacity, some-
thing which may prove 
difficult to regain later on.

“The really discour-
aging thing is that this 
has already slowed down 
crush at the main Canola 
Crushing Plant in York-
ton. Crush plants have no 
capacity to store meal and 
oil. So, that product has to 
move continuously as the 
crush goes on. If that gets 
backed up, the crush has 
to slow down, and we risk 
losing a lot of jobs. 

“Once you lose a crush 
plant or even see reduced 
staff at that facility, some-
times it’s hard to get them 

back and ramped up to 
full capacity when things 
change. And our produc-
ers will face financial 
constraints not only be-
cause of the price drop, 
but because of the lost 
opportunity to deliver 
on product that’s already 
been priced.”

Harrison points out 
that the potential losses 
in the canola industry 
will be felt throughout the 
province.

“There is sense of ur-
gency here that cannot 
be emphasized strongly 
enough, because there is 
a cloud hanging over our 
agricultural producers 
and the entire canola in-
dustry. There are 55,000 
jobs in Saskatchewan di-
rectly related to canola 
and canola processing 
(which includes those 
working at Canola Crush-
ing facilities as well as 
seed suppliers and those 
companies which sell 
crop inputs). So, damage 
to or loss of the canola 

industry will have an eco-
nomic impact on the en-
tire province.”

Huber stresses that the 
unavoidable delay caused 
by the federal election will 
mean that immediate ac-
tion will be needed to ad-
dress this situation.   

“As it is now, we will be 
halfway through seeding 
by the time a new Federal 
Government is elected 
and sworn in.  Once the 

new government is sworn 
in, there will be an urgent 
need for the Prime Minis-
ter and/or the Federal Ag-
riculture Minister to talk 
to Chinese officials and 
explain to them how crit-
ical this situation is. The 
new Federal Government 
also needs to remove the 
tariff that’s been put in 
place on electric vehicles 
coming into this country, 
so that we can get back to 

having normal and effi-
cient trade with China.”

Harrison says that the
province will continue to 
do all it can in the interim
and will be ready to work 
with the new Federal Gov-
ernment to resolve the sit-
uation as soon as possible. 

“The timing is bad. I 
have been reassured that
at the ambassador level, 
these relationships and 

Ag reps say canola tariffs an urgent, immediate concern
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negotiations will continue. 
And we’re working on the 
trade and export side to es-
tablish relationships with 
provinces in China. But 
there’s only so much we 
can do, and at the Federal 
Government level, things 
are at a standstill. That is 
extremely concerning. 

“But the reality is that 
no matter who forms the 
next Federal Government, 
there will be a delay in es-
tablishing the cabinet as 
there will be a lot of new 
faces around that cabinet 
table. So, it will be a tough 
job for them to get fully up 
to speed on our current 
situation. But we will con-
tinue to do all we can and 
be ready work hard with 
whoever the new Prime 
Minister and Federal Ag-
riculture Minister is to 
have this tariff removed.”

Canola tariffs
- continued from page 3

Submitted
Grasslands News 

SaskTel announced 
earlier this week that it re-
cently expanded its 5G net-
work to Good Spirt Lake, 
Moose Mountain Provin-
cial Park, and nearly 100 
other cell sites serving 
rural communities and 
highway corridors. This 
latest expansion is part of 
SaskTel’s ongoing initia-
tive to deliver next-gen-

eration and hyper-fast 
wireless connectivity to 
Saskatchewan residents 
and businesses. 

“SaskTel’s 5G network 
is delivering for the peo-
ple of Saskatchewan by 
transforming how they 
connect, work, and access 
vital services,” said Jer-
emy Harrison, Minister 
Responsible for SaskTel. 
“This cutting-edge tech-
nology goes beyond faster 
data speeds—it empowers 
individuals, businesses, 
and industries with the 
tools they need to succeed 
in an increasingly digital 
world. Whether it’s ex-
panding access to remote 
healthcare, supporting on-
line learning, or driving 
innovation in agriculture 
and transportation, 5G is 
delivering for our prov-
ince’s economic growth 
and future prosperity.” 

Some of the areas that 
have recently been up-
graded to SaskTel 5G ser-
vice include: 
• Good Spirit Lake
• Kenosee Lake (East)
• Moose Mountain Provin-
cial Park
• Wawota
• White Bear (Southwest)
• Willowbrook (South-
west)
• Highway 247 intersec-
tion with Highway 201

Currently, SaskTel’s 
5G network can deliver 
data speeds of up to 1.2 
Gigabits per second 
(Gbps), and as it matures 
the network will pro-

vide significantly faster 
speeds. Other future ben-
efits of 5G will include 
massive network capacity 
and ultra-low latency, all 
of which will enable new 
use cases for emerging 
wireless technologies that 
will be the foundation that 
next-generation innova-
tions will be built upon. 

“We are thrilled to ex-
pand our advanced 5G net-
work to more hometowns 
across Saskatchewan,” 
said Charlene Gavel, 
SaskTel President and 
CEO. “As Saskatchewan’s 
homegrown communica-
tions leader, SaskTel is 
committed to delivering 
high-quality communica-
tions solutions that allow 
our customers to connect 
to what matters most to 
them, no matter where 
they live in our province.” 

The continued expan-
sion of its 5G and fibre 
networks is a direct result 
of SaskTel’s commitment 
to ensure Saskatchewan 
residents have access to 
the digital tools and tech-
nologies needed to com-
pete and succeed in the 
modern world. 

In order to connect 
to its 5G network, Sask-
Tel customers need to 
be within a 5G coverage 
area, have a 5G capable 
device that is certified 
for use on the SaskTel 5G 
network, and subscribe to 
a 5G compatible wireless 
plan.

5G expanded to nearly 100 rural cell sites

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

A fire at an abandoned house on 
the Ochapowace First Nation is being 
deemed as suspicious by fire investiga-
tors. 

The fire was reported at 7:20 p.m. on 
Mar. 25 when a neighbour noticed smoke 
coming from a mobile trailer home next 
to theirs. Firefighters from Whitewood, 
who had been assisting with a bonspiel 
set-up at the local arena right next door 
to the fire hall, were able to quickly re-
spond.

Once on scene firefighters entered the 

house and were able to locate a fire in a 
bedroom and had it extinguished within 
minutes. Holes were then cut into the 
ceiling and a thermal imaging camera 
was used to ensure the fire was out.

While the house had been abandoned, 
damage from the fire was mostly con-
tained to the one bedroom with some 
smoke damage caused to some other 
areas.

Broadview RCMP also attended the 
scene, and it was determined the fire 
appeared to be intentionally started as 
the house had no power. Whitewood 
Fire Department is working with the 
Saskatchewan Public Safety Agency in 
investigating the fire. 

Abandoned house fire
is deemed suspicious

Your ad 
could have been 
HERE.

Hit the mark with us!
1-844-GNG-NEWS  



By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Less than half a year after Highway #9 
both north and south of Whitewood were 
repaved, motorists have already had to 
deal with the return of a problematic frost 
boil in the Qu’Appelle Valley and are also 
questioning why a section through White-
wood was not included in the 36.8 kilome-
ter stretch of work done last year.

Last summer, 18.8 kilometers of High-
way #9 from Whitewood north to the 
Qu’Appelle River was repaved at a cost 
of $7.9 million, along with 14.8 kilometers 
of Highway #9 from the Pipestone Valley 
creek to the Richardson Pioneer terminal 
just south of Whitewood. The cost of that 
work was an additional $3.1 million. Left 
untouched was a 2.4 kilometer stretch 
through Whitewood from the Richardson 
Pioneer terminal to Highway #1.

Earlier this winter, a large frost boil 
that had been problematic for over a de-
cade returned on Highway #9  north on 
the south side of the Qu’Appelle Valley. 
The heaving in the highway has meant 
drivers must slow down significantly or 
risk damaging their vehicle. While two 

small red diamond shaped signs mark the 
spot (which motorists say are often cov-
ered by snow or salt), there has been no 
reduced speed limit sign at the troubled
spot over the past winter, meaning driv-
ers are often caught off guard and hit the 
spot at highway speed.

According to Dan Palmer, Senior Com-
munications Consultant with the Minis-
try of Highways, the government in late 
2024 completed the installation of a sub-
surface drain near Highway #9 north of 
Whitewood in the Qu’Appelle Valley and 
there currently is no immediate plan to do
any additional work at the spot. 

“The drain is to lower the water level 
at this location to dry out the material 
under the driving surface (also called a 
roadbed) to help prevent further frost 
heaves,” Palmer told Grasslands News in 
an email. “The ministry intends to moni-
tor the effectiveness of the drain. Regular 
maintenance will occur on the highway,
as needed.”

Palmer also addressed a question re-
garding the 2.4-kilometer section of High-
way #9 through Whitewood that was not 
repaved last summer when work was 
being done both north and south of town. 
While many motorists find the roadway 
rough, Palmer stated that the condition of 
the highway did not warrant that section 
to receive new pavement.

“It was determined the segment of 
Highway #9 through Whitewood didn’t 
require work as part of the project. How-
ever, the ministry will look at doing work 
there in future construction seasons and
continue with regular maintenance,” said 

Palmer. 
Whitewood mayor Chris Ashfield said 

that the highway is rough to drive, and 
that council feels that it would have been 
better to repave it at the same time they 
were in the area doing paving both north 
and south of town. Now he expects it will 
likely be years before improvements will 
be made to that section through town. 

“For anyone driving on Highway #9 
between Highway #1 and the Richardson 

Pioneer terminal, they know the road is 
rough and needs new pavement. It’s just
unfortunate that the only spot the Min-
istry of Highways didn’t repave between
the Qu’Appelle Valley and the Pipestone
Valley was the small 2.4-kilometer stretch
that passes through town. To me, it would
have been more cost effective to do it at 
the time then it will be to have to tender 
that small section in the future,” said Ash-
field. 
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The gloves are off 
between Liberals 

and Conservatives in 
upcoming election

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

The Conservative Party is arguably better prepared 
than the Liberals to fight the April 28th federal elec-
tion that the Prime Minister called on Sunday. But 
their leader Pierre Poilievre has blown a 20-point lead 
in the polls and is now suffocating on the political vit-
riol that he has been spewing for the past three years. 

Liberals still don’t have a full slate of 343 candidates 
but at the same time the Conservatives don’t appear to 
have a team ready to govern. 

It is shaping up to be one of the most bizarre, sober-
ing and crucial elections in modern history. The race 
is between an experienced political gadfly and an un-
tested political novice who has had political leadership 
thrust upon him.

Mark Carney not only has to deal with the madman 
in the White House whose goal is to destroy Canada as 
a nation. At the same time Carny has to fight an elec-
tion campaign hoping to capitalize on the Liberal par-
ty’s astonishing rebound in the polls. He also must win 
his own election in the Ottawa riding of Nepean which 
bounced the Liberal incumbent out of the running to 
make way for the untested Prime Minister. 

Still, since Carney became leader, the Liberals ap-
pear to have gained ground in every province except 
Saskatchewan. Here in the heartland of Conservative 
territory Cathey Wagantall, (Yorkton-Melville), Steven 
Bonk (Souris-Moose Mountain) and Andrew Scheer 
(Regina-Qu’Appelle) who are all more popular than 
their leader will almost certainly be re-elected, but any 
hopes of them becoming cabinet ministers in a Conser-
vative government have vanished. 

Poilievre and his cohorts have proven themselves to 
be adept in disparaging the country, mouthing catchy 
campaign slogans like “axe the tax,” opposing most of 
the country’s social programs, threatening journalists 
with lawsuits and banning reporters from the cam-
paign plane, but little else. 

Mark Carney, politically untested as he is, is famil-
iar in the corridors of power in both Europe and North 
America, The only practical business experience on 
Polievre’s CV is as a bill collector for Telus. He was 
first elected to Parliament when he was 25-years old, 
served as a junior minister in Stephen Harper’s cab-
inet and has been ferocious in opposition. But since 
Justin Trudeau’s resignation and Trump’s re-election 
the political landscape in Canada has unmistakably 
shifted. 

The ballot question now is who can best deal with 
the existential threat to the survival of the country. 

The Liberal slogan is “Canada Strong.” After com-
plaining for so many years how bad Canada is the Con-
servatives are running on a theme of “Canada First.” 

Polls do not predict the future. The Liberals are in 
no position to take the favourable winds for granted. 
Political storms are unpredictable and can erupt at 
any time and blow an election campaign off course.

The election is now Carney’s to lose. 
But if the trend in his favour continues Canadians 

seem to be prepared to take a dramatic step into the 
unknown. 

Letter to Editor: 51st state, eh!
Dear Editor,

The very suggestion is the old corporate real estate 
scam of low-balling a coveted property with the intent 
of scooping it up cheap and making huge profits. To 
suggest our Prime Minister is a governor does not just 
eliminate the value of our head of state it suggests inter-
nationally our government is insignificant in compari-
son to the strengths of our Make America Great Again 
(MAGA) neighbors. There is no generosity in Trumps 
suggestion that we become a subservient acquisition of 
his regime. 

40 million Canadians getting representation as one 
US state would give us only two senators and around 57 
representatives in the lower house of congress based on 
population plus one governor to rule the entire country 
while suddenly increasing the population of the USA by 
12 per cent. So, this is a staggeringly insulting, inten-
tional suggestion. The idea of Canada becoming 1 sin-
gle state is a smoking-dream-deal for a trumped-up real 
estate investor who has gone bankrupt several times. 

More palatable would be a suggestion of a power 
sharing agreement, an offer of multiple Canadian 
states. If based on population alone compared to the US 
it would mean representation in congress of 16 senators 
still 57 Representatives but 8 governors all elected by 
Canadians. If based on 10 provinces and 3 territories 
becoming states then that would mean 26 senators and 
13 governors. Consider that the acquisition of Canada 
would more than double the land mass of the USA, then 
if the Canadian land mass was divided into equivalent 
sized states, we would have more than 50 states and a 
majority of the senate seats with the voting ability to 
set a new path for the USA despite the current regime. 

Let’s not forget that Canada is not the only acqui-
sition Trump has his greedy eyes set on. There is also 
Greenland, Panama and the Gaza strip he has consis-
tently admitted to coveting.  While trying to black mail 
Ukraine into giving up their natural resources. These 

are not offers where equal value would be exchanged
or human rights considered. These are threatened cold-
hearted real estate and natural resource acquisitions
complete with ethnic cleansing. 

I have no problems rubbing shoulders with Green-
landers, Palestinians, Panamanians or Ukrainians and
I don’t think that many people in the western world do.
They’re not much different than us. Most of them, that
aren’t psychopaths, love their families and just want to
live in peace with enough prosperity to keep food on the
table and a roof over their heads. 

So, a more palatable deal to make a much greater USA
would be to offer Canada 50 states, Greenland 10, Gaza
five, Panama seven and include Ukraine with another
50 states making 122 states with full representation in
the US congress. That would solve a lot of existing world
problem like tariffs and the intentional slaughter in two
existing nasty wars. 

- Greg Chatterson
Abernethy, SK



Rick Edwards, the Police 
Chief of Richmond, Va., was 
pulled over for speeding, 61 
mph in a 35 zone. The stop 
was executed by one of his 
own officers, whom the Chief 
ordered to write a citation. 
Edwards said he had “no 
good reason” for speeding, 
and pleaded no contest 
to reckless driving, the 
automatic charge since 
he was going 20 mph more 
than the speed limit. He received the 
standard penalty for a first-time offender, which 
was an eight-hour online class, and about $90 in 
court costs. Full credit to the Chief, who even in-
formed reporters during his crime briefing. Randy 
Cassingham offered, “’No one is above the law’, a 
motto of respectable leaders.” 

Police in the Far North region of New Zealand 
were stressed out trying to figure out who owns 
an item that fell off a truck, blocking the road. The 
‘litter’ was actually a house! Police had no imme-
diate info about who dropped the house, and why 
the driver never noticed his loss. A contractor was 
brought in to widen the road so traffic could get by 
while someone figures out how to move the house 
without damaging it further. 

A Good Samaritan, who picked up a stray dog, 
searched unsuccessfully for its owner, and, in 
despair of doing the right thing, took the dog to 
a shelter. Owner Cheyenne Campbell had let the 
rescue dog out of the house, and Emma just never 
returned. By the biggest coincidence, Campbell 
worked at the shelter and was thrilled when a ‘ner-
vous, timid’ Emma recognized her voice. They 
both enjoyed the reunion.

Americans can take murder hornets off the list of 
things to worry about in 2025. Federal officials say 
the invasive species has been eradicated from the 
US, five years after the first specimens were found 
in Washington state. There have been no confirmed 
detections of the hornet in three years. The species, 
native to northern Asia, is known for destroying 
entire beehives within hours to feed their young, 
decapitating all the bees in the process. In Japan, 
they kill around 50 people a year.

Polish border guards discovered over 100 kg 
of cocaine on the bottom of the Baltic Sea while 
conducting operations to protect critical infrastruc-
ture. Seven people were detained in the case involv-
ing drugs which the border guard said could reach 
a black-market value of up to 60 million zlotys ($15 
million). Baltic Sea nations are on high alert for any 
incidents involving underwater critical infrastruc-
ture and NATO has said it will boost its presence in 
the area after several incidents in which such infra-
structure has suffered suspicious damage.

French thieves used a stolen card to buy a lottery 
ticket that turned out to be worth $523,000. They 
never tried to cash in the ticket and are now among 
France’s most famous fugitives. The man, whose 
card was stolen, has offered to split the jackpot, but 
he would also like his wallet returned. By the time 
the victim reported the loss of his bank cards, and 
before they could be cancelled, one credit card had 
been used at a local shop. The vendor told him two 
apparently homeless men had bought the winning 
scratch-off lottery ticket. “They were so totally 
happy that they forgot their cigarettes and their be-
longings and walked out like crazy people.” 

A carwash in Manila, Ark., called police after 
finding someone had packed up three puppies in a 
cardboard box and left it in a wash bay. Officer Ron-
ald Amick responded, and proved to be sharp-eyed, 
as he spotted a handy piece of evidence, a shipping 
label attached to the box with the recipient’s name 
and address. Jeremy Roberts, 20, was soon charged 
with three counts of animal cruelty.

In Tennessee, an unfortunate incident left seven 
dogs dead, with a local deputy accused of gunning 
them down while responding to a call. Connor 
Brackin, who is now described as a former deputy 
with the McNairy County Sheriff’s Office, showed 
up at a residence in Bethel Springs to investigate 
a possible animal welfare issue. Brackin reported 
finding dogs, all in ill health, being kept in trailers. 
It is still not clear why he found it necessary to kill 
seven dogs, although Brackin says he was cleared 
by his supervisor to put the surviving animals 
down. The dogs’ owner, Kevin Dismuke, refutes 
that his dogs were malnourished or otherwise in 
bad condition. Brackin was charged with aggra-
vated cruelty to animals and reckless endanger-
ment, both felonies.

In all these uncertain times, authorities are sug-
gesting that people should check on the welfare of 
the elderly. I’m usually up by 7:30 or maybe 8:00. 
Bring donuts. 

Until next time, keep reading between the lines…

Gene Hauta 

It’s a Strange World
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until APRIL 3

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Unlike some municipal 
centers, most Whitewood 
residents should not see 
their taxes change greatly 
this year. 

Taxpayers never want 
to see an increase in their 
taxes, but they also do not 
want to see cuts in their 
communities due to lack 
of funding. Those are is-
sues Whitewood town 
council tried to balance 
when they approved the 
tax mill rates for 2025 
at their Mar. 18 council 
meeting. 

The term “mill rate” 
can be described as the 
amount of tax that is paid 
per $1,000 of assessed 
property value. Munici-
palities and school admin-
istrators use the mill rate 
to calculate the amount 
of property tax that is re-
quired from each property 
to raise the revenue neces-
sary to operate the munic-
ipality and schools for the 
current year.

The mill rate has two 
components, the munici-
pal portion and the educa-
tion portion. 

The provincial govern-
ment lowered the educa-
tion mill rate (school tax) 
this year with the residen-
tial set at 4.27 (decreased 
from 4.54) and commer-
cial is 6.37 (decreased 
from 6.86). Municipalities 

such as the town of White-
wood see no revenue from 
the school taxes but are
merely a collector of the 
taxes that are then sub-
mitted to the government 
of Saskatchewan. 

Municipal taxes col-
lected by the town, on 
the other hand, are what
constitutes revenue to 
operate the community. 
The municipal portion for 
taxation from the Town of 
Whitewood was approved 
at the council meeting to 
remain at 10.5 per cent 
municipal mill rate, but 
a bylaw was also passed 
setting a new mill rate fac-
tor for the current year of 
taxation. Mill rate factors 
essentially adjust the mill 
rate, with the result that 
the effective mill rate for 
a specific property classi-
fication may be higher or 
lower than other property 
classifications.

2025 was an assess-
ment year and Whitewood 
found a substantial de-
crease in many of the as-
sessments on residential 
properties but also saw 
an increase in some com-
mercial property assessed 
values. 

If all tax rates remained
unchanged from the pre-
vious year(s), this would 
mean that the revenue
for the town would see an 
overall decrease as rate-
payers whose assessments 
decreased would pay less

taxes. Unfortunately, as 
the economy puts more 
pressure on all individu-
als, it also puts pressure 
on the municipalities to
keep revenues in lines 
with expenses needed to 
operate the town. 

As a necessity to keep 
revenue for the Town of 
Whitewood at a viable rate 
while trying to keep taxes 
within the usual rate that 
the taxpayers have been 
paying, council decided 
on a mill rate factor being 
introduced this year. The 
bylaw for the mill rate 
factor states properties 
within the Commercial/
Industrial Class shall 
have a factor of 1.4 (down 
from 1.5) applied to the 
mill rate (10.5 for the year 
2025). Properties within 
the Residential Class shall 
have a factor of 1.3 (up 
from 1.0) times applied to 
the mill rate. Properties 
not included in the local 

property class mentioned 
shall be subject to a mill 
rate factor of 1.0. 

“Council decided to go 
with a mill rate factor this 
year instead of adjusting 
the actual mill rate it-
self. This allows us to ad-
just rates for individual 
categories, such as res-
idential or commercial, 
compared to a broad ad-
justment across all prop-
erty classes,” Mayor Chris 
Ashfield told Grasslands
News. “Because commer-
cial saw an increase in 
their assessment, we low-
ered the commercial mill 
rate factor. At the same
time, most residential 
properties saw a decrease 
in their assessment, so we 
increased the residential 
mill rate factor. At the end 
of the day, our goal was to 
try and have most prop-
erty owners paying close 
to what they had been in
previous years.”

Whitewood adjusts property mill
rate factor for upcoming budget



By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Life imitates art in the plot of a grip-
ping political novel written more than 60 
years ago that centred on an Act of Union 
between the Canada and the United 
States.

Arthur Hailey’s 
book, In High Places 
was published in 1961 
when the threat of a nu-
clear war with the So-
viet Union loomed large. 
The invented charac-
ters grapple with the 
central question of how 
to maintain Canadian 
sovereignty in an inter-
dependent relationship 
with the United States 
when both countries are 
threatened by the pros-
pect of World War III. 

L i k e  P r e s i d e n t 
Trump, who habours 
the delusional notion of 
Canada becoming the 
51st state, the President 
in Hailey’s story, Tyler Lexington “a 
president with paw like fingers,” makes 
the case that U.S. “national security” and 
“the hope of a better world,” depends on 
the merger of the two nations. And, just 
as Trump recently humiliated Ukrainian 
President Vladimir Zelensky, the book’s 
fictional Canadian Prime Minister 

James Howden, is dressed down in the 
oval office by a U.S. Admiral when How-
den seeks assurances that in the event of 
union the United States would not “take 
everything,” and plunder Canada’s raw 
materials in exchange for U.S. military 
protection. 

There is a bit of 
President Dwight D. 
Eisehower, a chunk of 
U.S. Admiral Hyman 
D. Rickover, the father 
of the U.S. nuclear navy 
and fictional charac-
ters made up of recog-
nizable bits of former 
Prime Ministers Lester 
Bowles Pearson and 
John Diefenbaker.

In a withering, 
stage-managed take 
down that remains top-
ical today the Ameri-
cans in the book argue 
that Canadians sold 
their birthright to cor-
porate interests then 
went searching for it 
with talk about a dis-

tinctive Canadianism. 
“Canadians wanted an American 

standard of living overnight. You chose 
to ignore that American standards took 
a century of sweat and belt tightening to 
build. So, you opened up your raw wealth 
that you might have husbanded instead 
and you let the Americans move in, de-

velop your birthright, take the risks, and 
run the show. That way you bought your 
standard of living - then you sneered at 
the things we had in common,” thunders 
a U.S. Presidential aid. “Far from paying 
a price it would be an act of amazing gen-
erosity to a greedy, vacillating country 
which has made a national pastime of ti-
midity, fence straddling and hypocrisy. 
You talk of building Canada, but why 
bother, America built it for you and we’ll 
probably have to do it again.”

In the heated exchange Prime Min-
ister Howden observes that “American 
diplomacy comes in two ways - either 
contemplating rape or ready to receive 
it. There is seldom any in between.”

Sound familiar?
In the book the fictional Prime Min-

ister argues that even Canadian vacilla-

tion is better than the “blundering, naïve
ineptness of United States diplomacy 
with a crude belief in the dollar as an an-
swer to all problems. America, with its 
insufferably virtuous air of always being
right, its refusal to believe that other con-
cepts, alien systems of government might 
sometimes have their virtues.” 

When Arthur Hailey, a Canadian au-
thor and playwright died 20 years ago,
acclaimed critics like Robert Fulford 
dismissed the plot of In High Places as 
“unbelievable.” No one on either side of 
the border could imagine that the harsh 
world of politics and politicians that Hai-
ley created could ever exist. 

But then who in their right mind
could ever imagine the likes of someone
like Donald Trump in the White House? 

By James Edgar
for Grasslands News 

The Moon begins the 
month as a waxing crescent 
just a half degree north of 
the Pleiades (M45), aka 
The Seven Sisters. And, big 
Jupiter is not far behind, as 
the gas giant is 6 degrees 
south of the Moon on April 
2nd. The first-quarter Moon 
on April 5th is 2 degrees 
north of Mars. By the 
12th, the Moon is full, the 
smallest in 2025, as it is at 
apogee the following day 
(406,295 km distant). Also 
on April 12th, the bright 
star Spica is a mere 0.3 
degrees away, occulted in 
the Southern Hemisphere. 
On the evening of April 
16, Antares is 0.4 degrees 
north of the Moon, also 
a Southern Hemisphere 
occultation. Last quarter is 
on April 21st. By April 24th, 
Venus is 2 degrees north 
of the crescent Moon, while 
Saturn is 2 degrees south 
– could be a good early 
morning photo op. Also on 
that morning, Mercury is 
4 degrees south, hugging 
the horizon – use binocu-
lars from a location with a 
clear eastern horizon. Even 
Neptune gets in the picture, 
if you have a very good 
telescope! All four planets 
are clustered together in 
the morning twilight. New 
Moon is on April 27th; with 
the Moon at perigee of 
357,118 km, causing large 

tides in coastal areas. By 
April 29th, the Moon is 
back among the stars of 
the Pleiades (M45). Jupiter 
is 5 degrees south on April 
30th.

Mercury comes into 
view early in the month, but 
considered a poor appari-
tion for northern viewers, 
as the speedy planet is 
too close to the horizon. 

viewers in the Southern 
Hemisphere. The Moon 
glides by on the morning of 
April 24th.

Venus is now the 
Morning Star, rising short-
ly after 5 a.m. It, too, is 
plagued by the shallow 
ecliptic angle in the early 
days of April, remaining vis-
ible for only an hour or so. 
It might be fun to see if you 
can track it into the daytime 
sky – it can be done. Later 
in the month, it reaches 41 
degrees elongation from 
the Sun, beginning to round 
the curve of its orbit away 
from us. The brightest plan-
et is joined by the Moon on 
April 24th and Saturn on 
April 28th.

Mars, still hanging 
around the Gemini twins, 
gradually slides eastward 
into Cancer, The Crab. The 
first-quarter Moon shares 
the scene on April 5th. 
The Red Planet reaches 
aphelion on the 17th, the 
furthest from us in its orbit, 
and not a very good tele-
scopic target.

Jupiter remains close to 
the Hyades in Taurus, The 
Bull, making for good eve-
ning views. The Moon is 6 
degrees north on April 2nd, 
and again on April 30th.

Saturn comes out from 
behind the Sun early in the 
month, but viewing suffers 
from a shallow ecliptic 

backlit as the Sun is behind 
the planet from our view-
point. The crescent Moon 
and Venus are clustered 
with Saturn on April 25th

Uranus is gradually 
dropping southward on the 
ecliptic following sunset. 
Too close to the Sun for 
viewing late in the month.

Neptune is among the 
stars of Pisces, The Fish, 
but, again, suffering from 
the low ecliptic angle. Even 
telescopes might not be 
enough to see the distant 
planet.

The Lyrid meteors peak 
in the early morning of April 
22nd.
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306-352-2552
CALL COLLECT

“Doing a smiling business for over a decade and a half”

Tru-Fit Denture Clinic
For all your denture needs:

Housing Available
Melville, Yorkton, and Canora

goodspirit.ha@gov.sk.ca or 
1-833-583-HOME for more info

Everyone deserves a home!

  1-833-583-HOME (4663)

Michael J. Litschko, RMT
- MASSAGE THERAPIST -

SATURDAYS: 
8:00 A.M. TO NOON

APPOINTMENTS: 

Business Hours: Tues. - Sat. 
8:30 a.m. -  5:30 p.m.  Closed Noon

• Deli Meats

•  Jerky 

•Barbecue Needs

• Liquor Vendor 
Spirits &Wines

Grayson, SK
Phone: 306 794-2113

CARE AND WELLNESS +  DIRECTORY

Tammy Oryschak
306-720-0789

perSUNalizedbyTammy@gmail.com

Rachelle Schill
Registered Nurse - Foot Care Nurse

Relief and maintenance of 
callusing, corns, ingrown, 

thickened toenails and
hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

Relief and maintenance of 
callusing, corns, ingrown, 

thickened toenails and
hard to reach feet.

Assessment and
maintenance of

We can help you claim 
your medical expenses.
If you had medical expenses this year, our 
Tax Experts can help you claim them on your 
return. We make sure you’re getting every 
credit and deduction you’re entitled to.

For more info, contact:
306-745-6450
400 Main Street Esterhazy
hrblock.ca 

Decent and healthy 

man is seeking

a lady in 

south-eastern Sask. 

area, between 55-75 

years of age

for outings and 

companionship.

Call John
306-853-7056

James Edgar

The Sky This Month

A. Hailey’s 1960’s novel anticipates 51st state



By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

The Fort Times celebrates its 75th an-
niversary this year. To mark the occa-
sion, we will explore and document the 
role the paper has played in the progress 
of our community through a series of sto-
ries from our archives. 

With the news that the Hudson Bay 
Company is liquidating its assets, it is fit-
ting to recall that 50 years ago this month 
that The Times reported that the NDP 
Government of Saskatchewan had ac-
quired one of the Bay’s first retail outlets 
that opened in Fort Qu’Appelle in 1897. 

Designed by the company’s chief factor 
Archibald McDonald, it was built of field-
stone and brick by stone masons from On-
tario, Robert Webster and his son Clifford. 

When it opened in what was then still 
the Northwest Territory, it was described 
as, “The finest store west of Winnipeg.” 
It prospered as the only supply centre for 
homesteaders who settled in and around 
the valley until 1911 when the railroad 
was built through Fort Qu’Appelle and it 
became cheaper to shop in Regina. 

In 1917, McDonald’s son bought the 
store from the Bay and turned it into the 
Pioneer General Store which occupied the 
premises for the next 58 years. 

When the province bought it through 
the Qu’Appelle Implementation Public 

Land Purchase program, the government 
had hoped to restore the building as a mu-
seum as a project to commemorate the 
province’s 75th anniversary in 1980.

The idea never got off the ground. 
Funding for the project slipped be-

tween the cracks of two provincial gov-
ernment departments. Work stopped in 
1979 because of what the ministry called 
“budgeting problems.” The province then 
offered to sell the property to the town of 
Fort Qu’Appelle for $1.00 for use as a li-
brary on the condition that the old chief 
factor’s office on the second floor remain 
intact. 

The town couldn’t afford the necessary 
repairs and the old store remained empty 
and became a “public hazard” on Broad-
way Street.

 “Fort Qu’Appelle residents are becom-
ing upset with the lack of any visible signs 
of repair being carried out on the store,” 
Mayor Don Cockwill wrote to the govern-
ment in 1980 and threatened to have the 
building demolished. 

In 1983 the province declared it a heri-
tage property and put the building up for 
sale. Local developer Jim Chaplin bought 
it in 1984 on the condition that he would 
preserve its woodwork, grand double 
staircase, original tin ceiling and other 
distinctive architectural features. 

Since 2018 it has housed the Second 
Chance thrift shop.
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136 Boundary Ave. S. - P.O. Box 309 S0G 1S0
Phone: 306-332-5266

Email: forttown@sasktel.net Website: www.fortquappelle.com

Town of Fort Qu’Appelle

Council Meeting
 The next Town of Fort Qu’Appelle Council Meeting is Thursday, April 10th 
and April 24th at 7 p.m. at the Town of Fort Qu’Appelle Municipal Building. All 
meetings are open to the public. Come and see your council in action.

Voyent Alerts! - Keep Informed!
 For Mobile App Alerts: Download 
and install Voyent Alert! App from the 
Apple or Google Play Store.
 For Email, Text Message or Voice 
Call Alerts: Register online at

http://register.voyent-alert.com

and we will register for you!! Please 
sign up as there is no cost to the user!

Garbage & Recycling
 Garbage and recycling dates for April are as follows:
Area A Garbage – April 11 & 25
Area B Garbage – April 4 & 19
Area A Recycle – April 4 & 19
Area B Recycle – April 11 & 25

Well Done Residents!
 The Town of Fort Qu’Appelle is very pleased 
with the response to the new pick-up schedule for household waste and recy-
cling. Thank you all for your understanding and patience as we work out this 
new schedule together.

Garbage and Recycle Rate Change Bylaw No. 04-2025
 Council has passed Bylaw No. 04-2025 to establish and regulate collection and 
disposal of waste and recycling. The new rate for garbage collection is $20.25 per 

has been instituted to offset the cost of using the North Valley Waste Management 
facility.
 A letter will accompany the next water billingbilling at the beginning of April.

E-transfer Payment
 Reminder to residents that when making an e-transfer payment to the Town 

Water, Taxes, Business License, etc.).

Campground Reservation Site
 Are you ready for some fun in the sun?! The Fort Qu’Appelle Campground will 
open the reservation site on March 17, 2025, at 10 a.m. until April 11, 2025, at 4 
p.m. to book your seasonal site.
 Please visit the website at: www.fortquappelle.com/municipal-services/fort-
quappelle-recreation-and-parks/camping for all the camping information and 
step-by-step guide to help you book online.

 PLEASE BE AWARE THAT ALL SEA-
SONAL CAMPERS MUST SIGN AND 
RETURN WITHIN 10 DAYS THE RULES 
AND REGULATIONS. FAILURE TO DO 
SO WILL HAVE YOUR RESERVATION 
CANCELLED. ALSO, YOU WILL NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO REBOOK FOR 2025.
 Daily and nightly bookings will start 
April 14, 2025. 

First Bay store

building which housed the Bay still stands today and is home to the Second

The Bay’s first retail outlet was in Fort Qu’Appelle

Provincial News
Grasslands News 

The Government of Saskatchewan ear-
lier this week introduced amendments to 
The Provincial Sales Tax Act, 2025 to re-
move the provincial sales tax (PST) exemp-
tion on vapour products. Effective June 1, 
2025, the provincial sales tax rate of six 
per cent will apply to all vapour products 
in addition to the existing vapour products 

tax. 
“Today’s amendment exemplifies our 

government’s commitment to fair tax 
administration,” Deputy Premier and Fi-
nance Minister Jim Reiter said. “Shortly, 
equivalent taxation will apply to all va-
pour and tobacco products sold in Sas-
katchewan. This will help discourage the 
use of these products, especially among 
youth, who are at risk of long-term, nega-
tive health impacts.”

Initially announced as part of the 2025-
26 Budget, the PST on vapour products is 
anticipated to increase PST revenues by 
$3 million annually. However, the benefits 
are expected to reach far beyond tax rev-
enue. 

Nicotine exposure is known to harm 
healthy brain development in youth and 
young adults, which can lead to problems 
with learning, memory and mood and can 
increase the risk of addiction to other sub-

stances.
“We applaud the Saskatchewan Govern-

ment for its recent announcement that a 
provincial sales tax will be added to all va-
pour products,” Lung Saskatchewan Pres-
ident and CEO Erin Kaun said. “Increased 
taxation is one of the most effective strat-
egies in reducing consumption, particu-
larly among youth. We look forward to 
continuing to work with the government 
to support a healthier Saskatchewan.”

Government of Saskatchewan introduces PST on vapour products
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Residential, Commercial & 

Agricultural Contracting! 
Kenosee Park, SK

306-961-4118
Darren@rococoltd.com
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By Ryan Kiedrowski
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

Moosomin-Montmar-
tre MLA Kevin Weedmark 
says last week’s budget is 
one that delivered for the 
province on a number of 
fronts—including saving 
people money, adding new 
programs, and balancing 
the budget.

“I was very impressed,” 
he said. “The government 
managed to deliver a bal-
anced budget that man-
ages to bring in some new 
programs—things like 
that small and medium 
enterprise tax credit. 
That’s a totally new ini-
tiative that’s going to help 
develop our communities. 
It delivers tax cuts. There 
are tax cuts in there that 
are going to affect every 
individual, every family, 
every business.  

“For individuals, 
there’s a $500 a year in-
crease in the basic ex-
emption for the next four 
years. So every year, a 
$500 increase in the ex-
emption on top of the in-
dexation for inflation that 
is already in there.” 

“For small businesses 
it will keep that tax rate 
at one per cent.

“So it’s saving money 
for individuals, it’s add-
ing new programs, and 
it’s a balanced budget in 
a time when there’s a lot 
of uncertainty around the 
world, and this is showing 
the strength and stability 
of Saskatchewan’s fiscal 
situation, and showing 
strength and stability in 
the midst of instability 
around the world.

“I think managing to 
bring in some new pro-
grams and bring in record 
funding for municipal 
revenue sharing, record 
funding for education, 
record funding for health 
care, at the same time as 
tax cuts and balancing the 
budget—I think that can 
only be termed a success 
in the budgeting process.”

The Municipal Reve-
nue Share is a uniquely 
Saskatchewan program, 
as Weedmark pointed out.

“There have been 
steady increase in reve-
nue sharing, especially 
over the last few years.
And that revenue shar-
ing is not something that 
every province has—it’s
something that no other 
province has,” he says. 
“In other provinces, mu-
nicipal groups are lobby-
ing their governments for 
something like what we
have in Saskatchewan.

“In Saskatchewan, we 
can provide municipal-
ities with a strong, sta-
ble, predictable source 
of funding that in many
provinces they simply 
don’t have. So in addi-
tion to their tax base, 
they have this funding as 
well.” 

Weedmark says while 
posting record education 
funding in the budget, the 
education property tax 
mill rate is going down.

“In education we have 
record education funding, 
while at the same time 
reducing the education 
property tax mill rate so 
that all of the weight isn’t 
on home owners and prop-
erty owners,” he says.

“So all in all, this is a 
budget that manages to 
deliver on the priorities of 
Saskatchewan people and 
bring in brand new things 
like the new young entre-
preneur bursary, which is 
something that’s never ex-
isted before. There is also 
the small and medium
enterprise investment tax 
credit, which sounds like 
people’s eyes should glaze 
over when they hear it, 
but that’s a program that 
basically encourages peo-
ple to invest in very small 
enterprises—brand new
enterprises starting up, or 
enterprises that are just 
in their first expansion 
stage, and I anticipate 
that that is going to have 
a huge impact in rural 
Saskatchewan by reward-
ing people for investing in 
local companies that help
build their communities.

“So you are managing 
to bring all of these new 
programs in. And there is 
new spending in health. In 

our riding, for instance, 
we’re seeing $10 million 
for the Grenfell care home 
on top of $10 million last 
year.

“You’re seeing fund-
ing for paving Highway 
8 between Moosomin and
Rocanville, which links 
one of the fastest grow-
ing communities in rural 
Saskatchewan with the
world’s largest potash 
mine,” Weedmark said. 
“It’s a very busy road and 
a very needed project.”

“So you are managing 
to see all of that spending 
in these areas—record 
health care spending, 
record education spend-
ing, reduced taxes in 
the greater personal tax 
exemption and in the re-
duction in the education 
property tax mill rate,
and in the decision to per-
manently keep the small 
business tax rate at one
per cent. So you’re seeing 
all of that—new spending, 
tax savings, and coming 
out to a balanced budget. 
So all in all, I think that’s 
pretty phenomenal.”

Another area of record 
funding came in agricul-
ture with $625 million 
promised for the industry.

“Our agriculture in-
dustry is extremely im-
portant in this province,” 
Weedmark says. “Some
of that is for Crop Insur-
ance to ensure that our 
farmers, who are doing a
world class job of produc-
ing food and helping feed 
the world, are supported.
The support for agricul-
ture in this budget just 
helps them do that.”

Supporting small business
Weedmark is no 

stranger to the world of 
small business. In ad-
dition to being a small 
business owner, he is also 
the president of the Moo-
somin Chamber of Com-
merce. He says there are 
some important measures 
in the budget to support
small and medium sized 
business, and encourage 
young people to get into 
business.

“I have so much re-
spect for every small busi-

ness owner. I didn’t start 
the business from scratch,
but I started with noth-
ing,” he said. “I borrowed 
everything I needed to
buy that business, and I 
needed to make a success 
of it to pay for it.

“I didn’t inherit the 
business, I started with 
nothing, built a business, 
and I can tell you that 
takes a lot of work no mat-
ter what,” he said. “I re-
ally respect everyone who 
takes the risk and puts
in the work to build and 
grow a small business.

“I think some of these 
measures in the budget, 
keeping that tax rate at 
one per cent, that small 
and medium enterprise 
investment tax credit, and 
even that young entrepre-
neur bursary, all of those 
help businesses grow and 
expand and help them un-
derstand that what they 
are doing is appreciated.

“That $5,000 youth bur-
sary, it’s not an insignifi-
cant amount for a brand 
new person starting in a
business, but it also shows 
them that the province is 
behind them and believes 
in what they are doing. 

“In the case of Moo-
somin, the Chamber of 
Commerce is leveraging 
that $5,000 bursary and 
they’re trying to build 
programs around it,” he 
said. “As we speak right 

now, in the high school 
in Moosomin is a group 
of individuals who are 
speaking to the Grade 10 
students about entrepre-
neurship and about why 
they might want to con-
sider entrepreneurship. 
It’s something that a lot
of kids might not consider 
and might not hear a lot 
about in the school sys-
tem.

“The $5,000 bursary is
one thing, but you have 
communities that are 
taking that and building 
around that to improve 
services for people who 
are just starting out. In 
Moosomin there are plans 
to get a mentorship pro-
gram going, to try to en-
courage young people to 
get into business and give 
them support once they 
are into business.

“That $5,000 bursary, 
that was the catalyst for 
that, and that is now being 
leveraged and it is going 
to make a big difference 
for a lot of young entre-
preneurs,” Weedmark 
said. “You have to respect 
and you have to support
those people who are will-
ing to take a risk and go 
into business.”

Strong financial position
Weedmark says tabling 

a budget with a surplus 
“I’ll call it a balanced 

budget, because that’s ob-

viously a very small sur-
plus when you’re talking 
about a $21 billion bud-
get,” Weedmark said. 

“But I think it’s a real 
achievement. To have re-
cord spending in revenue 
sharing, record spending
in health, record spend-
ing in education, some 
great new programs com-
ing out of this budget,
and at the same time, be
reducing taxes, reducing 
personal taxes, business 
taxes, and bringing down 
the education mill rate, 
and balancing the budget, 
to me, that’s a slam dunk.
And it puts us in a strong 
fiscal position so that if 
things develop with the 
tariffs, we are in a very,
very strong position to
start with. That’s where
we want to be.

“This budget puts Sas-
katchewan in one of the 
strongest financial posi-
tions among provinces, 
but all of that is possible
only because of the strong
state of the provincial
economy, and that is
thanks to the resourceful-
ness, the resilience, the
drive of Saskatchewan
people,” Weedmark says.
“I’m so proud of the peo-
ple of our province and
proud of our government
for producing a balanced 
budget that will keep this 
province on a strong, 
steady footing.” 

MLA says budget delivers for Saskatchewan
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From local shopping and community developments to 
provincial and  headlines, we deliver the news 

We  Also Do

Forms, Envelopes,
Business Cards, Posters, 

SO MUCH MORE!
Free Quotes

1-844-GNG-NEWS
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2025-26 | Provincial Budget
Our government is delivering on the things Saskatchewan 

people care about the most: affordability, health care, 
education, community safety and fiscal responsibility.

This year’s budget delivers:

To learn more, please visit www.saskatchewan.ca/budget.

$2 billion in affordability measures to provide 

relief from cost-of-living pressures;

$8.1 billion for timely, quality care for patients 
and improved access for health professionals;

$3.5 billion for additional supports in classrooms 
for parents, teachers and help students succeed;

$2 billion to increase community safety for
 residents in every part of Saskatchewan;

$12 million surplus relecting strong financial 
management, ensuring continued growth and 
a bright future for everyone.
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Workshop promotes 
dementia-friendly 

community
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Municipal leaders are seeking to make Broadview a 
dementia friendly community. Mayor Colleen Umpher-
ville explained that the topic was discussed at a meeting 
she attended in Moosomin, and it led her to consider the 
implications for the Town of Broadview.

“It’s really about making your community aware, re-
ducing the stigma and increasing the support for people 
that are dealing with dementia,” the mayor stated.

According to the Alzheimer Society of Canada, an 
estimated 771,939 people in Canada currently live with 
dementia and this could increase to nearly 1 million by 
the year 2030. There are more than 25 different causes 
for dementia, with Alzheimer’s disease being the most 
common.

Mayor Umpherville acknowledged that it is difficult 
to estimate the number of individuals in Broadview 
who are living with dementia, but she noted there are 
two senior care homes located in the town. Moreover, 
she believes it is important to provide a safe environ-
ment for them so that they can remain active in the 
community.

“Isolation happens with the one that is suffering, 
plus the caregiver, and it’s a difficult path,” Umpher-
ville said. “If we don’t break the stigma, then people 
that are dealing with it isolate themselves instead of 
getting out to community events.”

Education is an important first step, so community 
members are invited to attend a free information ses-
sion about dementia on April 8 at 2 p.m. in the Broad-
view Library.

Lori Tulloch will facilitate the session, sharing the 
knowledge she has gained through her experiences as 
a nurse caring for patients with dementia. Local resi-
dents may also be acquainted with Tulloch through her 
role on the Reopen Broadview Hospital Committee.

The meeting on April 8 will provide information 
about signs that may indicate dementia onset, or the 
ABC’s of dementia. The presenter will also discuss 
steps that can be taken to promote safety or provide as-
sistance for individuals with dementia who are living 
in the community. This could include improved signage 
or lighting in local business, as well as providing com-
munity members and business owners with strategies 
for helping a senior who is lost.

The Alzheimer Society notes that “family and friends 
provide more than 580 million hours of care to people 
living with dementia” each year, so Tulloch may also 
comment on various means of providing support to 
these caregivers.



Submitted
Grasslands News 

With a strong member turnout, over 80% of work-
ers at the town of Esterhazy in southern Saskatch-
ewan have voted in favour of job action, up to and 
including a full withdrawal of services.

The employer is attempting to force a vote on an 
offer that would shift seniority and remove members 
from the bargaining unit. Members of CUPE 5428 stand 
united against union busting tactics that are clearly de-
signed to divide the membership.  

 Currently, the town of Esterhazy employs 11 perma-
nent staff who are members of the union. This is the 
second time at the bargaining table for these workers. 
The employer has recently reduced staffing after elimi-
nating a position in the town office and terminating the 
employment of the town heavy equipment operator and 
local union president.

 “The employer is forcing a vote on an agreement
that is not in the best interest of workers,” said Dylan 
Breland, CUPE representative. “The town of Esterhazy 
has spent significant money hiring consultants instead 
of paying our members a fair wage. Nearby communi-
ties like Kindersley, Yorkton, and Melville were all able 
to reach fair deals without expensive consultants at the 
bargaining table.”

The most recent collective agreement between the 

Town of Esterhazy and CUPE 5428 expired in 2023 and
bargaining between the employer and the union has
been ongoing.  The last bargaining session ended with
the employer walking backwards from where the par-
ties had been and forcing a vote on their most recent
offer.  

“We should be coming together and doing our best to
get a deal that works for everyone, but the employer is
instead doubling down on their union busting tactics
and offering a worse deal,” said Joe Richardson, pres-
ident of CUPE 5428. “We are hopeful that a deal can be
reached at the bargaining table but our members have
sent a strong message: We deserve a fair deal, and we
are willing to stand together to fight for one.”

The local is not currently in a legal strike position.

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Grenfell town council held a regular meeting on 
March 19 at 7 p.m.

Public Works
Public Works Superintendent Jeff Martinuk in-

formed council that water treatment plant at Zagime 
Anishinabek First Nation has been repaired so they are 
no longer purchasing bulk water from the town. 

Martinuk described a recurring problem with sewer 
backup on Anderson Place. He suggested that incor-
rect sloping of the sewer main could be causing very 
low flow through the pipe. Martinuk plans to conduct 
line cleaning and inspection to more certainly identify 
the cause. He is also consulting plumbers and another 
municipality regarding possible solutions that he can 
present to council.

Bylaws
A Bylaw to Provide for a Base Tax (Bylaw No. 2025-

007) was introduced at council’s regular meeting on 
March 5. It was given a final reading and adopted at the 
meeting on March 19. It repealed the Base Tax Bylaw 
that was approved in April 2024, which included a $320 

levy per property to collect the town’s portion for the
Grenfell Long-Term Care Home project. CAO DeAnne
Robblee had previously explained to council that a Spe-
cial Tax Levy Bylaw should have been created for the
$320 fee, rather than including it in the Base Tax. 

The new bylaw that was approved last week, re-
verted the rates to those approved in 2018: $525 tax on
land; $375 tax on improvements; or $900 tax on land with
improvements.

Council reviewed a Bylaw to Authorize a Special Tax
for a Level IV Care Home in Grenfell (Bylaw No. 2025-
008) that includes $320 per property for a period of ten 
years. Council is expected to give the final readings for
this bylaw at its next meeting. 

Pedestrian Safety
CAO Robblee recommended the town apply for a pro-

vincial Traffic Safety Grant to install crosswalk signs at
the Grenfell Recreational Park. Mayor Mark Steininger 
proposed that a crosswalk also be placed at the inter-
section of Desmond Street and Grey Avenue. He noted 
that this would improve pedestrian safety particularly
during high school dismissal times. Councillors agreed
and authorized administration to proceed with an appli-
cation for crosswalks in both locations.
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Esterhazy workers vote 80 per cent in favour of strike

New bylaw needed for $320 tax levy for care home
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By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Six weeks after a quadruple homicide shook the 
community, police were called to investigate the 
death of another member of Carry the Kettle Na-
koda First Nation. 

Shortly before 3 a.m. on Friday, March 21, File 
Hills First Nations Police Service received a report 
of a medical emergency at Carry the Kettle. EMS 
submitted a request for assistance with an adult 
male who was in cardiac arrest. Emergency person-
nel transported the man to Indian Head Hospital 
where he died. Officers determined that the death 
was suspicious and notified Saskatchewan RCMP. 
The Major Crimes unit began an investigation in 
collaboration with Regina Police Service and other 
RCMP teams.

On Monday morning (March 24), the RCMP 
announced that a teenager from Regina had been 
arrested and charged with one count of manslaugh-
ter in relation to the death of 31-year-old Drew Jack 
from Carry the Kettle. The accused, who cannot be 
identified as per the Youth Criminal Justice Act, 
was scheduled to make his first court appearance 
in Regina on March 24.

Another death at CTK
Teen charged with manslaughter
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In response to these statements, 
Holzmiller says, “The needs for various 
classes change consistently. Sometimes 
there are not enough interested appli-
cants that prefer the courses offered so 
the location of courses may vary accord-
ing to the area needs. Unfortunately, 
it must be also mentioned that some 
courses couldn’t use the facility we were 
leasing for on-site courses. Not all leased 
sites for courses are adequate for equip-
ment required in some programs.” 

The Southeast College is not the only 
educational facility reporting declining 
enrolments. Reports have been stated to 
Grasslands News that two recent gradu-
ates had registered for welding courses 
in Moose Jaw and were disappointed 
when their course was postponed last 
fall due to low enrollment.  

 Town of Whitewood mayor Chris 
Ashfield welcomed the news that more 
programming was coming to the White-
wood campus, saying the community 
has always been appreciative of the 
Southeast College being part of the com-
munity. He believes the town being lo-
cated at the intersection of two major 
highways – Highways 1 and 9 – makes 

it a prime location and provides easy 
access for students from throughout the 
area. The town is also centrally located 
between the potash mines to the north, 
Vaderstad to the south, and is in the 
center of the regions providing medical 
services including the hospitals at Moo-
somin, Broadview, Kipling and Ester-
hazy.

“Our location along Highways 1 and 
9 as well as being situated close to four 
First Nations makes Whitewood a great 
location for people wanting to take a 
course through the Southeast College,” 
said Ashfield. “And while I understand 
why Moosomin would be upset about 
their campus, when it comes down to 
someone wanting to take the electrical 
course, it is still being offered in the 
area. It just happens to be in Whitewood 
now instead of Moosomin.” 

Some of the courses that have been of-
fered over the years at the Southeast Col-
lege include EMT certification courses, 
First-Aid, CPR, many years of the CCA 
courses, Adult 12 and University of Re-
gina classes where multiple applicants 
have entered rewarding employment op-
portunities following their graduation. 

Southeast College adds course in Whitewood
- continued from front page

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

A convicted sex of-
fender, Byron Douglas 
Harpold, 60, originally 
from the Whitewood and 
Moosomin area, who was 
arrested in Regina at a 
shopping mall parking 
lot on June 23, 2020, was 
found guilty in 2021 of 
committing an indecent 
act and three breaches of 
court. Harpold appealed 
claiming the trial judge 
made an error when they 
classified his vehicle as a 

“public place.” The appeal 
was dismissed.

Harpold has more than 
three decades of criminal 
history and the above 
stated incident he was 
appealing took place at a 
time when he was bound 
by a prohibition order 
that required him to keep 
the peace, be of good be-
haviour and not attend 
certain public areas 
where children may be 
present.

Following a visit from 
the high-risk offender 
unit in June 2020, police 

became concerned that 
Harpold was violating his 
conditions. A search of his 
home was performed on 
June 23, and officers with 
the city’s vice unit were 
instructed to follow him. 
The incident occurred 
later that day when a Re-
gina police officer wit-
nessed Harpold exposing 
himself in the driver’s 
seat of a vehicle in the 
parking lot of a shopping 
mall in north Regina. 
He was charged on June 
24 with committing an 
indecent act by wilfully 

masturbating in a public 
place and breaching his 
probation.

In February 2025, the 
Edmonton Journal, re-
ported Harpold (who had 
over the decades been 
previously convicted of 
child pornography and 
indecent acts) was to be 
released and expected to 
reside in Edmonton upon 
his release from prison. 
Police issued a warning 
to the public at this time, 
stating the Edmonton Po-
lice Service have reason 
to believe he will commit 
another sexual offence 
against someone while in 
the community.

 When released, Har-
pold would  be required 
to wear an ankle monitor 
and placed on a series of 
conditions. He can’t be 
within 100 metres of a pub-
lic park, swimming area, 
daycare, school ground, 
playground, rec centre, 
community shelter, youth 
shelter, public library, 
or any other area where 
a person under the age 
of 16 is present. Harpold 
must live at a residence 
approved by his super-
visor and can’t change 
his address until it is ap-
proved by a supervisor. 
His curfew is set between 
10 p.m. and 6 a.m. and he 
can’t travel outside of 
Edmonton unless he gets 
written approval from his 
supervisor. Harpold can’t 
possess or consume alco-
hol or drugs.

The crux of the debate 
in Harpold’s appeal was 
the definition of a “public 
place.” The Crown argued 

that the location of Har-
pold’s vehicle – in a park-
ing lot with other vehicles 
and members of the public 
entering and exiting the 
mall nearby – was without 
a doubt in a public place.

In his defence, Harpold 
argued that in some cases 
vehicles can act as homes 
for individuals and for a 
vehicle to be considered a 
public place – the public is 
required to have physical 
access to it – not mere vi-
sual access.

The trial judge found 
that the constable that ob-
served Harpold did so “in 
a manner consistent with 
a member of the public” as 
she walked by his vehicle 
and glanced inside.

The judge also found 
that Harpold made little ef-
fort to conceal his actions, 
noting that his vehicle was 
parked in a public space 

in circumstances where it
was likely that he would
be seen acting indecently.

Justice J.A. Drennan
wrote in her decision to
The Court of Appeal, ref-
erencing various prece-
dents, “Given all of this, it
is my opinion that it was
not one single factor but,
rather, the circumstances
as a whole that led the
trial judge to conclude that
he was satisfied beyond a
reasonable doubt that Mr.
Harpold’s indecent act had
been committed in a pub-
lic place,” and concluded
no error could be seen in
the trial judge’s interpre-
tation and application of
the term “public place” in
the context of the matter at
hand.

“I would therefore dis-
miss Mr. Harpold’s ap-
peal,” the Court of Appeal
was told. 

Byron Harpold

Convicted sex offender appeal denied
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Fort Knox makes history

Mils and Terriers battle
First Round of SJHL Playoffs

By Darcy Gross
Grasslands News 

The CN Community Centre was rock-
ing as the Melville Millionaires earned 
their first win in the playoffs on home 
ice March 25.

More than 1,500 were in attendance 
for the exciting game that featured spec-
tacular goaltending and the Millionaires’ 
smothering defence.

Yorkton Terriers 2 at
Melville Millionaires 5 (March 25)

Goaltender Ben Laurette made 38 
saves and Gaborik Carlson lit the lamp 
twice as the Millionaires halved the Ter-
riers first round playoff series lead to 2-1.

Brendan Olson, Simon Parini and 
Raiden Zacharias each notched a single 
goal for the Millionaires with assists 
coming from Brodie Hicks, Boston Hark-
ness, Will Forsberg, Matt Kjemhus and 
Parini.

The Millionaires, who led 1-0 after the 

first period and 4-1 after two, outshot the 
Terriers 42-40.

The Millionaires were whistled for 
nine of the game’s 16 minors while each 
club was assessed a 10-minute miscon-
duct.

Melville Millionaires 5 at
Yorkton Terriers 6 (Overtime, March 23)

If the Melville Millionaires’ SJHL 
season comes to an end after this series, 
they’ll look back on game 2 on March 23 
as a key turning point.

The Millionaires held the lead more 
than once in this contest, going ahead 
5-4 late in the final frame, but the Ter-
riers roared back, knotting the game at 
5-5 with just four ticks left on the game 
clock.

They put the game away in the first 
overtime, scoring their third powerplay 
marker of the contest.

“We definitely should have come away 
with a win,” Johnson admitted. “Again,

Slap shot



By Braedyn Wozniak
Grasslands News 

Yellowgrass Wheat Kings 2 at
Wolseley Mustangs 5 (March 21)

The Wolseley Mustangs kicked off the 
best-of-five Jr. C finals with a 5-2 win at 
home over the Yellowgrass Wheat Kings 
Friday, March 21st.

Wolseley and Yellowgrass have met in 
the playoffs each of the last three seasons, 
with the Wheat Kings eliminating the Mus-
tangs in each series on their way to three 
straight QVJHL titles.

Bennett Godfried started the scoring for 
the Mustangs with a wrist-shot from the 
point which beat Wheat Kings’ goaltender 
Logan Salamondra just under the glove.

From there on it was the Owen Ross 
show, as the young power forward scored 
an unassisted beauty flying down the right 
wall, then banged in a rebound to give the 
Mustangs a 3-0 lead.

The Wheat Kings would stop the bleed-
ing with a top corner snipe off the rush 
from Kael Dillon with 19 seconds left, 
bringing the score to 3-1 heading in to the 
2nd.

Yellowgrass wasn’t done there, as Bryck 
Kemp buried a powerplay goal one-minute 
into the 2nd to close the gap to one. 

But Wolseley quickly answered with a 
Connor Webster powerplay goal of their 
own, assisted by Dylan Johanson and Car-
ter Phythian.

Owen Ross then topped off his best
night as a Mustang with a breakaway dag-
ger to get the hat-trick and ice the game for 
the Mustangs. 

Wolseley goaltender Spencer Phythian
shut down any hopes of a 3rd period Yel-
lowgrass comeback, shutting the door in a 
scoreless third period.

The Mustangs are looking to claim back
the Jr. C throne as their last championship 
came in 2019. This is their 6th finals ap-
pearance in the last seven years, winning 
two titles in that span. (Wolseley was up 
two games to none on Regina in the 2020 
finals before Covid-19 ended the season).

Wolseley Mustangs 3 at
Yellowgrass Wheat Kings 1 (March 22)
 Wolseley Mustangs are one win away 

from the QVJHL Jr. C title after a 3-1 win 
in Yellowgrass on Saturday, March 22nd.

In an all-important game two, Will 
Noble sniped a short side beauty off a pass 

from Lachlan Pollock 50 seconds in to give 
the Mustangs the early lead.

The Wheat Kings brought the physical-
ity early and often, determined to make 
a statement and avoid falling down 2-0 in 
the series.

However, they simply couldn’t break
QVJHL Goaltender of the Year Spencer 
“Spongey” Phythian, who turned away a 
barrage of shots to keep the lead.

Yellowgrass continued to apply the 
pressure in the 2nd, and nearly tied the 
game with a rebound shot that came in 
after the net was knocked off. The goal 
was waved off.

On an ensuing Yellowgrass powerplay, 
a turnover at the blueline and an impres-
sive individual effort from Mustangs Cap-
tain Jackson Baran to get the puck on net 
led to Will Noble’s 2nd of the game on a

rebound.
The game flipped with the 2-0 lead, as 

the Mustangs applied the pressure in the
last 10-minutes of the 2nd.

In what started as a quiet 3rd period,
things got interesting near the end. A 
5-on-3 powerplay goal by Kael Dillon
brought the Wheat Kings within one with 
eight minutes left to play.

But Will Noble, in what was a career
night for the Mustangs’ rookie, would ex-
tend the lead just one minute later with a
beautiful breakaway move to complete the
hat-trick, and secure the victory.

The Mustangs will look to bring it 
home Friday, March 28th in Wolseley.
Game 4 will be played Saturday in Yellow-
grass, if needed.
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it was a defensive zone draw late in the 
game that killed us.”

The Millionaires didn’t have much 
in the way of answers for the Terriers’ 
powerplay, that was three-for-four on the 
night.

“Yorkton’s ability to draw penalties 
hurt us,” added the Millionaires’ bench 
boss. “We also lost some defensive as-
signments on the penalty kill.”

The Millionaires held leads of 3-1 and 
4-2 in the contest, but couldn’t put the 
Terriers away, despite their solid play.

“All in all, it was a game that I was 
mostly happy with, but breakdowns and 
some poor decisions and performances 
cost us.”

The Millionaires led 4-2 after the first 
period and the game was knotted at 4-4 as 
the teams headed to the third.

Alex Morrison, Preston Baerwald and 
Carlson, who missed game 1 due to ill-
ness, led the Millionaires’ attack with a 
goal and an assist each.

Jadon Iyogun and Noah Belles-Isles 
rounded out Melville’s scoring with sin-
gles as Kjemhus and Harkness each had 
a pair of assists.

Louis Nadeau, Jackson Lee and Parini 
each chipped in with a set-up point.

Nick Genette got the start in goal for 
the Millionaires and turned aside 23 of 
the 29 shots he faced as Melville skaters 
tested Terriers’ goalie Ethan Farrow 31 
times.

The Millionaires were the more penal-
ized of the two competing squads, draw-
ing five of seven minors and one of two 10 
minute misconducts.

Melville Millionaires 1 at
Yorkton Terriers 4 (March 21)

In the first game of the series, the Mil-

lionaires came out flat, and couldn’t find 
enough offense to stay with the Terriers.

“In game 1, we didn’t show up and 
we weren’t able to capitalize on the few 
chances we got,” Johnson said. “We had 
some guys who had a really good game, 
but not enough guys going, to win.”

This game was tied 1-1 after the first 
period, with the Terriers going ahead 3-1 
after 40 minutes of play.

Parini scored the Millionaires’ lone 
goal, a powerplay marker, with assists 
going to Iyogun and Harkness.

The Terriers outshot the Millionaires 
33-19 with Laurette taking the loss be-
tween the pipes for the Mils.

The Terriers led the penalty parade in 
this contest, getting whistled for eight of 
the 14 minor infractions called.

The Millionaires have made a number 
of uncharacteristic mistakes in the first 
two games of the series and if they’re to 
get back into it, they’ll have to clean up 
their act, especially in their own end.

“Obviously, our structure, aware-
ness and play off defensive zone draws 
has killed us, in both games,” explained 
Johnson.

The game plan for now, is a simple 
one.

“We just need to win now. We have to 
either find a way or make one.”

The Mils and Terriers were back at 
the CNCC on March 26 and are slated to 
go at it in game five at Yorkton on March 
28 with the teams returning to Melville if 
a game six is needed on March 29.

If a seventh game is required, it will 
go April 1 in Yorkton.

Start time for all games is 7 p.m.

Highway 10 playoffs continue
continued from 14

By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

The Melville Millionaires’ Jadon 
Iyogun was named the Saskatchewan 
Junior Hockey League’s (SJHL) Most 
Sportsmanlike Player of the Year.

Throughout the season, the Tennes-
see State NCAA Division I commit has 
racked up only 2-minutes of penalties 
out of the 51 games he has played. Iyogun 
also has three short handed goals. 

The bio on the SJHL website says 
“Given the volume of minutes and the 
importance of his role with the Mils, the 

fact he only had two penalty minutes all 
campaign while playing for a hard-nosed 
coach like Doug Johnson is nothing short 
of remarkable. How often does a star 
player have more short-handed goals 
(three) than penalty minutes? It’s hard 
to imagine it happens very often. To go a 
step further, nobody has had more short-
handed goals over the last two seasons 
combined than Iyogun’s eight, so the 
fact he has very rarely been in the box 
himself has paid enormous dividends for 
Melville.”

Iyogun also has had 27 assists and 48 
points throughout the 24-25 season.

SJHL names Millionaires’ Iyogun
Most Sportsmanlike Player of the Year

Mustangs stampede Wheat Kings in first two games

GOAL
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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Round Lake Bears are just one win away from 
wining the Provincial A senior men’s title after the 
team doubled up 8-4 over the Kenaston Blizzards in Ke-
naston on Mar. 23 to take a one game lead.

Game two in the best-of-three series will take place 
on Saturday, Mar. 29 at 5:30 p.m. at the Chief Denton 
George Memorial Multiplex in Ochapowace. If neces-
sary, game three will be played back in Keneston on 
Mar. 30 at 6 p.m.

Round Lake has found mostly success in the Pro-
vincial A series this season, losing only twice in nine 
games so far over four series. The Bears’ run for the 
title began after they defeated the Balcarres Broncs in 
two games straight in the first round. The team then 
went to game three against the Wynyard Monarchs in 
the quarter finals, winning games one and three. In 
the semi-finals against the Lumsden Monarchs, it was 
Round Lake who was against the ropes when Lumsden 
took a one game lead but a win by the Bears in game 
two forced the third and deciding game, which ended in 
victory for Round Lake.  
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The official first day of spring has come and 
gone, and while for many, spring is a season of new 
growth and renewal, for others, it can signal a sense 
of finality.

Tuning into one of the multitude of sports chan-
nels on television, there was a short feature on 
Patrick Maroon, who had just decided, or at least ad-
mitted, that this, his 14th National Hockey League 
season, would be his last.

Watching the short interview, you could see that 
Maroon, known for his toughness, was turning into 
a bit of a puddle as the emotions hit him.

You could sense him almost wincing as the ques-
tions about his feelings about a successful career for 
a role player like himself were asked and answered, 
and he sounded a bit choked up as he searched for 
the words.

During his years in the NHL, Maroon was what 
would be considered a good teammate.

He played the game the right way and when one 
of his teammates needed someone to stand up for 
him, Maroon could always be counted on.

As I watched the report on Maroon, it made me 
think of all the other players who are in the final 
days of playing a sport that they’d been playing 
since they were toddlers.

Many, many youngsters have played their last 
games as a U-18 player this spring and while some 
might play some senior or recreational hockey in 
the future, the days of their parents doting on their 
every move has come to an end for the most part.

And if you think it’s difficult for players to turn 
the game off after 13 years of playing, try being a 
hockey parent.

The hockey parents who have basically been 
relegated to the roles of chauffeur, chef, psycholo-
gist, agent and schedule keeper for all those years, 
have made a number of friends that they wouldn’t 
have made had it not been for circumstances that 
revolved around hockey.

It often involved packing up the car or truck or 
SUV or van as the kids were still in school on a Fri-
day, so when the hockey player in the family got 
home, everyone would be ready to go.

They’d have planned their meals, their stops and 
their meet-ups with other parents who were also in 
charge of a player or two.

They’d get to the hotel, get their room keys and 
spend some family time together before socializing 
with some other parents.

They’d do it a couple of nights a week and more 
on the weekends and now, in the spring when the 
grass is beginning to poke through drifts of dirty, 
graying snow, they’ve done it for the last time as 
well.

Minor hockey is a gargantuan commitment, for 
both the parents and the players.

It means many things to many people.
For some, their sleep patterns are altered and the 

family vehicles suffer more wear and tear as players 
need to get to games and practices.

When your truck is chugging gas like it’s going 
out of style and every third meal comes from a 
restaurant, you know that there have to be sky 
high expenses for the family – and this doesn’t even 
count the cost of hockey sticks, skates, and all the 
other equipment associated with Canada’s game.

In -35 Celsius Saskatchewan, some days you’re 
warming your vehicle up longer than you’re driving 
it, but it still has to get done.

And for many, these patterns have happened 
every year, where kids play with their friends and 
parents hang out with their winter-rink friends, and 
they do it a lot.

Then one day, it’s over.
There are no more lunches to make, hotel rooms 

to book or bags to pack, and you don’t get to ease 
into it.

It’s just gone.
For many, it’s the end of an era, and the players 

will go on to university or technical school or em-
ployment, while the parents will get a chance to sit 
back and catch their breath, but it will never be the 
same for any of them.

I’m sure many a hockey mom or dad has shed a 
tear after all the time they put in for their son or 
daughter has reached its end.

And it’s a pretty good bet that Patty Maroon will 
have to wipe away a tear or two, knowing that he’ll 
never pass by this way again.

Sure, it’s sad, but at least we’re all closer to 
spring!

Anyone else ready for baseball?

Sports column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct

MONDAY P.M.
March 24

L

Team   Pts.

MONDAY COMMERCIAL 
ROLL-OFFS

March 24
L

A Side   Pts.

B Side Pts.

March 18
L

Team   Pts.

TUESDAY YBC
 March 18

Team   Pts.

THURSDAY YBC
 March 20

Team   Pts.

SATURDAY YBC
March 22

Team   Pts.

Bowling Scores, Standings - Melville Bowl Arena

Round Lake Bears win first game in A-final

Youth curling sees growth in Whitewood
By Chris Ashfield

Grasslands News 

As many communities see their curling numbers 
dwindling, Whitewood curling club has been seeing a 
resurgence in their numbers, especially with the youth 
curlers.

This year the Whitewood curling club saw 25 kids 
participate in their junior curling league, which was 
open to kids aged seven and older. Junior curling was 
held every Monday night throughout the season and 
cost only $50 to register. 

The participation numbers this year were a record 
number for the junior league in Whitewood. Youth curl-
ing registration saw their highest numbers for the cur-
rent curling rink, which was built in 2000 after a 1999 

fire destroyed the previous skating and curling rink.
Chad Kelly, the president of the Whitewood Curling 

Club, believes that the growth Whitewood has been ex-
periencing in youth curling has to do with a several fac-
tors, including the cost and the success of the 76-team 
Farmer’s and Friends Bonspiel, which is being held this 
weekend in Whitewood and includes 64 adult teams and 
12 junior teams.

“I honestly believe the kids are having a ton of fun 
and it’s very reasonably priced compared to other win-
ter sports,” said Kelly. “The Bonspiel has a big part to 
do with it as well. Curling is a lot more well known in 
our area because of its success.”

Coaching the youth curling this year was Carla 
Bartlam and Oshowa and Ricayla Gawryluk.

The season wrapped up on March 17 with a kid’s ver-
sus parents’ game.

Junior curlers
The Whitewood junior curling club saw record numbers this year with 25 kids participating in the league

throughout the season. This year was the most participants that the junior curling club has seen in over 

25-years. 
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Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK

Phone 306-728-2730

• SGI Accredited
• Minor Dents & Scratches 

• Courtesy Car
• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 

• Diesel Dye Pumps

• Tire Repair & Tires • Full Line of Hardware 

& Automotive Supplies

• Minor Automotive Repairs • Feed 

• Bulk Petroleum

• Liquor and Cold Beer • Tobacco Products

Water issues a concern at Indian Head’s water plant
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Indian Head town coun-
cil held its regular meet-
ing at 7 p.m. on March 24. 
The session included a 
public hearing, delegation 
and budget discussion.

Public Hearing –
 Multi-plex Development

Metis Nation – Sas-
katchewan (MN-S) is in-
terested in constructing 
a multi-plex to provide 
senior housing in In-
dian Head. Delegates met 
with council in February 
to discuss the proposed 
development and a pre-
ferred location on Water 
Street. 

MN-S had not yet pur-
chased the properties but 
the two lots where they 
hoped to build would 
need to be rezoned from 
R1 (single dwelling) to 
R2 (multi-unit dwell-

ing) to accommodate the 
proposed development. 
Council directed town 
administration to begin 
the process of amending 
the zoning bylaw. This in-
cluded scheduling a pub-
lic hearing for March 24.

One of the properties 
that MN-S was interested 
in developing on Water 
Street sold to another de-
veloper following MN-S’s 
meeting with council last 
month. 

CAO Cam Thauberger 
informed council that 
MN-S is exploring alter-
native locations in Indian 
Head for the proposed de-
velopment.

Council proceeded 
with the public hearing 
on Monday evening as it 
had already been adver-
tised. However, no one 
attended the meeting and 
the bylaw amendment 
for Water Street was not 
passed due to the change 
in MN-S’s plans.

Delegation – Water Plant
Council met with Con-

rad Schreiner, the town’s 
Public Works Foreman, 
and Marc Gauthier from 
Municipal Utilities to dis-
cuss a recurring issue at 
Indian Head’s water plant. 

Schreiner observed a 
decrease in water flow 
while conducting the regu-
lar backwash routine. The 
flow indicators on the fil-
ters show only 250 gallons 
per minute rather than the 
appropriate 450 gallons 
per minute. There also 
appears to be a buildup of 
material on the filters.

Water samples, turbid-
ity and general function 
are still satisfactory for 
producing water for the 
community; however, 
there is potential for fu-
ture problems if the situa-
tion is not addressed. 

The town consulted 
Gauthier, who is familiar 
with the town’s infrastruc-

Notice is given that:
 The council of theTown of Grenfell has prepared a special assessment roll for the following

local improvement(s):

Local Improvement(s) 

and proposes to levy a part of the cost of this local improvement against the lands which

benefited.

 The special assessment roll is open for inspection at the office of the assessor of the

municipality during regular hours until 4:30 p.m., on 28th Day of April, 2025 at the

Town Office located at 800 Desmond Street, Grenfell, Saskatchewan.

 Any person who desires to appeal a proposed special assessment must submit an

appeal in writing, stating the grounds of the appeal, at the office of the assessor

during regular office hours not later than 4:30 p.m., on 28th Day of April, 2025 at the

Town Office located at 800 Desmond Street, Grenfell, Saskatchewan.

 The Board of Revision will sit to hear any appeals of proposed special assessments

received by the time and date indicated above at 4:30 p.m., on 28th Day of April, 2025

at the Town Office located at 800 Desmond Street, Grenfell, Saskatchewan.

Dated at Grenfell, Saskatchewan, this 28th day of March, 2025.

 DeAnne Robblee, 

 Assessor
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 NOTICE OF LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENTS AND BOARD OF REVISION SITTING 
TO BE PUBLISHED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION 33(2) OF THE LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS ACT, 1993

Town of Grenfell

  Number                                 Scope of Work                                Location
Project No. 1                                 Paving                              Anderson Street North

Project No. 2                                 Paving                              Black Avenue South

Project No. 3                                 Paving                              Alice Street North

Wildlife club presents awards
Submitted

Grasslands News 

Broadview Wildlife 
Club held its annual sup-
per and awards night on 
March 15. The following 
awards were presented to 
members:

Men’s Typical White-
tail Deer –  153 5/8, Mark 
Klein.

Men’s Non-Typical 
Whitetail Deer – 177 4/8, 
Rudy Quibell.

Ladies’  Typical 
Whitetail Deer, Black 
Powder –  136 1/8, 

Tanya Richter.
Ladies’  Typical 

Whitetail Deer, Archery 
– 144 5/8, Tiffany Kemp.

Most Even Whitetail 
Deer, Difference of 2 7/8 
– 131 6/8, Art Kohler.

Jr. Boys’ Typical 
Whitetail Deer – 133 1/8, 
Hunter Hebert.

Jr. Girls’ Typical 
Whitetail Deer – 147 4/8, 
Kaylee Klein.

Jr. Girls’ Typical 
Whitetail Deer, Cross-
bow – 143 6/8, Ali Yanyk.

Men’s Elk –  245 7/8, 
Ben Saleski.

Men’s Bear – 19”, 

Ethen Krawetz.
Men’s Moose – 139 5/8, 

Rudy Quibell.
Ladies’ Moose – 135, 

Tiffany Kemp.
Ladies’ Mule Deer – 

151 3/8, Emily Quibell.
Jr. Boys’ Mule Deer – 

126, Hunter Hebert.
Jr. Girls’ Mule Deer – 

109 7/8, Kaylee Klein.
Summer Southern 

Walleye – 8” 7.8 lbs.,  
Steven Adams.

Youth Summer 
Southern Walleye – 23” 
6.5 lbs., Kruz Hebert.

Youth Winter Wall-
eye – 20.5”, Ava Raiwet.

By Jacob Miller
Grasslands News 

The Saskatchewan NDP say that the 
recently released provincial budget is 
not focused on the future.

Matt Love, Sask NDP Shadow Minis-
ter for Education, spoke with Grasslands 
News about the Sask Party’s 2025 budget.

“It’s completely denying a number 
of the realities that we face in the prov-
ince and as a country today,” said Love. 
“There’s nothing in this provincial bud-
get to respond to the Trade War started 
by Donald Trump. There are no mea-
sures to protect workers, AG producers, 
small businesses, industry. There’s noth-
ing at all to respond to this, this trade 
war that we’re in.”

Love said that the NDP has been clear 
that the province needs a Team Sask and 
a Team Canada approach to the tariffs. 
“We’ve offered to work together with the 
government, work with parties, other 
leaders and provinces and the federal 
government to make sure that we have 
that elbows up approach to defending 
our sovereignty, to defending our way of 
life,” said Love. 

Love said that they would have ad-
dressed the tariffs in the budget and plan 
around them.

“We would have had a plan to make 

sure that Saskatchewan industry, busi-
ness and workers are protected,” said 
Love. “We’ve seen other provinces bring
forward contingency plans for if and
when tariffs are imposed to make sure 
that supports are in place. And again,
Premier Moe and the Sask Party came 
forward with nothing, no plan at all. 
It’s hard to take it seriously, but they’ve
come forward with a budget that pre-
tends the last three months of threats
from the American president are not
happening.”

Education and health care are also un-
derfunded.

Love said that the Sask Party plans to 
spend less on education and healthcare 
in 2025. 

“There’s a lot of talk from the finance
minister today about his plans, but the 
bottom line is that in their own budget 
document they indicate that they plan
to spend less on those two key areas 
this year compared to what they actu-
ally spent last year. We think this is the 
wrong approach,” said Love.

Love said that the NDP know that 
there are challenges in classrooms, emer-
gency rooms are full, and that they are 
listening to healthcare workers.

“It’s a budget that doesn’t focus on the  
future that we can have and that the Sas-
katchewan people deserve,” said Love.

Sask. NDP says budget not focused on future

ture system. He noted that 
it is a recurring problem: 
records indicate that fil-
ters at the Indian Head 
water plant have required 
cleaning or replacement 
every three to four years. 
He said this is very un-
usual since municipalities 
typically only replace fil-
ters when they wear out 
after 12 to 15 years.

Gauthier told coun-
cil tthere appears to be a 
gradual buildup within 
the system’s lateral lines, 
and he believes it is caused 
by insufficient pressure. 
Indian Head’s system re-
lies only on tank pressure 
for backwashing and this 
provides a maximum of 22 
psi, while water plants in 
most other municipalities 
operate with a pump that 
produces 50 to 60 psi. 

He recommended that 
a variable speed pump be 
installed at Indian Head’s 
water plant to increase the 
flow and ensure lines and 
filters are consistently 
cleared. Gauthier advised 
council that it could take 
a minimum of eight weeks 
for delivery of the pump 
but only three days to in-
stall it, with no disruption 
to water service for resi-
dents.

Council discussed the 
information provided by 
Schreiner and Gauthier. 
Councillors noted that 
there are sufficient funds 
in reserves and stated that 
installing a pump could 
save money over time 
since the filters would 
not need servicing as fre-
quently, so they approved 
the purchase of the neces-

sary equipment.

Provincial and 
Municipal Budgets

Mayor Steven Cole,
Councillor Pieter Cruson 
and CAO Cam Thauberger 
attended the provincial 
budget announcement at 
the Legislature on March
19. They shared highlights 
with council and noted 
that they spoke with MLA 
Kevin Weedmark regard-
ing positive implications
for the community, such 
as new tax incentives for
businesses and increases 
to the Municipal Revenue
Sharing grant. 

Council will meet on 
April 2 to discuss various
aspects of the municipal
budget, including poten-
tial equipment costs, staff
wages, and mill rates. 
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By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

Toronto Blue Jays have gone eight full seasons with-
out winning a playoff series and every baseball expert 
posting pre-season prognostications says that number 
will likely be nine when the 162-season comes to a close 
Sept. 28.

In fact, the oddsmakers in Las Vegas predict the Blue 
Jays will finish fifth in the five-team American League 
East, perhaps the toughest division in baseball. All this 
despite an outstanding spring training season, in which 
they led the A.L. in wins.

 But you never know. Maybe outfielder Addison 
Barger will carry his impressive spring training stats 
into the regular season or maybe he’ll be sent down 
to Buffalo. Maybe 41-year-old Max Scherzer will find 
his 2013-18 magic and post a 20-7 record or something 
similar. His colleagues in the starting pitcher rotation 
include veterans with talented arms — Chris Bassitt, 
Kevin Gausman, Jose Berrios and last year’s breakout 
star, Bowden Francis, who posted an 8-5 record with 
a 3.30 ERA. Potentially, that group could thrive, espe-
cially if the offence packs a bit more punch than it did 
last year.

Vladimir Guerrero, Jr., who has reportedly cut off 
negotiations on a contract extension and could become 
a free agent, or a trading chip, could have a monster 
year, especially if he’s intent on impressing potential 
suitors for his free-agent talents. Guerrero, Jr., batted 
.323 last year with 30 home runs, and with free-agent 
slugger Anthony Santander batting either before him 
in the lineup, or following him, pitchers will have to 
think twice about pitching around the Jays’ two big 
bangers.

Other solid bats for the Blue Jays belong to Bo Bi-
chette, who suffered through an injury-plagued season 
last year, and free-agent signee Andres Gimenez. Bi-
chette played only 81 games and batted a lowly .225 in 
2024, but he’s a career .290 hitter and if he’s healthy for 
162 games, another season around .300 can be expected. 
Gimenez is expected to start at second base after four 
seasons with Cleveland Guardians.

Santander, who crushed 44 homers for Baltimore 
last year, will patrol the outfield with George Springer 
and Daulton Varsho, both of whom are coming off so-so 
seasons in 2024, but still carrying potent bats. Springer 
has averaged 23 home runs a season during his 11-year 
career while Varsho, who has played only three full sea-
sons, has averaged 21 homers when he’s played a full 
year.

Surprise contributors to the Jays could be infielder 
Will Wagner, who batted .305 in 24 games for the Jays 
after being acquired last July from Houston for pitcher 
Yusei Kikuch, and Barger, who batted only .197 last 
year but has enjoyed a tremendous spring, hitting .370 
in his first 14 games. 

“The floor was raised because of our own guys’ ex-
pectations after the way things went last season,” man-
ager John Schneider told Rob Longley of the Toronto 
Sun. “And then having guys like Max (Scherzer), (An-
thony Santander), (Andrés) Giménez come in … you 
add those personalities and you kind of see guys feeding 
off each other.”

• Steve Simmons of the Toronto Sun, lamenting 

Mitch Marner’s lack of joy 
in the public forum: “Often 
in post-game or off-day in-
terviews, he appears as 
though he’s on the witness 
stand for a trial of some-
thing he’s perceived to 
have done wrong.”

• Bob Molinaro of pi-
lotonline.com (Hampton, 
Va.): “With the NFL re-
porting no injuries on the 
tush push in 2024, critics 
within the league will have 

to come up with another reason to ban the play. An in-
ability to stop Jalen Hurts can’t be one of them.”

• Globe and Mail columnist Cathal Kelly, on the 
Leafs’ problems: “The Leafs don’t need more centres. 
They need more therapists.”

• Another one from Cathal Kelly: “The Leafs aren’t 
a bad team. They’re a bad marriage. Every April, they 
break up. And every summer, despite being warned by 
all their friends, they get back together.”

• Janice Hough of leftcoastsportsbabe.com: “RIP 
George Foreman, only 76. Not a boxing fan but he was 
one of the greatest. Wonder how many millennials 
think of him as the grill man?”

• Vancouver comedy guy Torben Rolfsen: “The Dal-
las Mavericks announced a season-ticket increase for 
next year. That should go over well. ’Hey, we traded 
away the most popular player in history. How do we 
top that?’ Just watch.”

• Another one from Rolfsen: “Giannis Antetokoun-
mpo just joined the 20,000 career point club and can now 
access the VIP lounge at the Milwaukee international 
airport.”

• Headline at fark.com, after Sandro Mamukelashvili 
of the San Antonio Spurs scored 34 points in 19 minutes: 
“Spurs player sets record in 19 minutes. I think the re-
cord is how many times announcers mispronounced his 
name.”

• Another fark.com offering: “Ref accidentally helps 
Leafs win, vows to get back to screwing them over in 
the playoffs.”

• Jack Finarelli on his sportscurmudgeon.com web-
site, suggesting the new owners of the Boston Celtics 
may have overpaid with their $6.1 billion purchase of 
the team, going on to quote comedian Steve Martin: “I 
love money. I love everything about it. I bought some 
pretty good stuff. Got me a $300 pair of socks. Got a fur 
sink. An electric dog polisher. A gasoline powered tur-
tleneck sweater. And, of course, I bought some dumb 
stuff, too.”

Care to comment? Email brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca

Sports Column

Underdog Jays show potential
Sports Column

By Bruce Penton

Resort Village of the District of Katepwa

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the office of:

Councillor: Resort Village of the District of Katepwa 
Ward No. 3 Katepwa South

Number to be Elected: 1
 Voting will take place on:
 Saturday, April 26, 2025
 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 8 p.m.
 at the Katepwa Centre located at 41 Elm  
 Street, Katepwa Beach, SK

I will declare the result of the election at the Municipal 

Andrea Ehrmantraut, Returning Officer

NOTICE OF POLL 
Municipal Election

Municipal Election
Resort Village of the District of Katepwa

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that provision has 
been made for an advance poll for electors who:

1. are physically disabled;
2.
3.

Voting will take place on Friday, April 11, 2025
between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m at The 

Beach for Ward 3.

Andrea Ehrmantraut, Returning Officer

NOTICE OF 
ADVANCE POLL 

Notice of Preparation
of Assessment Roll

   Village of Neudorf

The Municipalities 
Act

 
The Secretary of the Board of Revision

c/o Nicolle Hoskins, Municipal Western Consulting
P.O. Box 149, Meota, Saskatchewan S0M 1X0
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ASSESSMENT 
ROLL NOTICE

Town of Grenfell

 Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for the 
Town of Grenfell for 2025 has been prepared and is open for 
inspection in the Office of the Assessor from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to4:30 p.m. on the following days: Monday 
to Friday, March 28th, 2025 to May 26th, 2025.
 A Bylaw pursuant to Section 214 of The Municipalities Act 
has been passed and the Assessment Notices have been sent 
as required.
 Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to file his or her notice of appeal with 
The Assessor, Town of Grenfell, Box 1120, Grenfell, SK S0G 2B0, 
by the 26th day of May 2025.

 Dated this 28th March, 2025.

 DeAnne Robblee, Assessor

NOTICE OF CALL FOR 
FURTHER NOMINATIONS

The Rural Municipality of Chester No. 125
By-Election

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that nominations of 
candidates for the offi  ce of:

Councillor for Division 6 - RM of Chester #125
will be received by the undersigned at the Municipal 
Offi  ce during normal offi  ce hours until Wednesday 
April 2nd, 2025 at 4 p.m. local time. 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the municipal 
offi  ce at 104 Main St., Glenavon, SK.

Dated this 21st day of March, 2025.
Brittany Knoll, Returning Offi  cer

NOW HIRING:
Person to 

COOK & CLEAN
for heavy (road) 

construction camp 
this upcoming season. 

Current location is 
near Saskatoon, SK. 

Must have valid 
driver’s license and 
safe food handling 

ticket. Experience in 
camp setting with 

20-30 crew, an asset. 
Send resume with two 
work references to: 

Bryden Construction, 

SK., S0E 0A0
brydenconstruct@

xplornet.ca
or fax 306-769-8844

www.bryden
constructionand

transport.ca

NOW HIRING

AG/HEAVY DUTY 
MECHANIC 

COME AND DEVELOP 
YOUR MECHANICAL 

SKILLS AT OUR BUSY, 
WELL-EQUIPPED SHOP 

LOCATED IN ARCOLA, SK. 
ALL SKILL LEVELS WILL BE 

CONSIDERED.  
WE ARE WILLING TO 

APPRENTICE THE RIGHT 
CANDIDATE. 

WE OFFER COMPETITIVE 
WAGES, A COMPREHENSIVE 
BENEFITS PACKAGE AND 

RRSP/DPSP PLAN.   
HOUSING IS AVAILABLE.
SUBMIT YOUR RESUME 
jjtrucking@sasktel.net

Fax: 306-455-2433  
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

 www.jjtruckingltd.com

Your trusted source
for local news in print,
online and on the go!

Local News, Events & Advertising

1-844-GNG-NEWS
www.grasslandsnews.ca

KEEP IT 
LOCAL

Need to Advertise 
your Business?
Send your information to 

ads@gngnews.ca
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
238 - 3rd Ave. E.   

Office Ph. 306-728-2551
Office Hours: Mondays 

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clergy: Deacon Kevin Prouten

www.stpaulsmelville.ca

Sunday, March 30: 
*11:00 a.m. Worship Service

and Sunday School
—

*9:00 a.m. Worship at Christ Neud
*11:00 a.m. Worship at 

Trinity Lemberg                                                                                       

ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH

Church Office 306-728-5764; 
306-720-0589

March 30: No Service
                                                                                       

FIRST UNITED CHURCH
5th Ave. E. & King St.

Rev. Brian Mee, 306-335-7611
website: firstunitedmelville.org

Sunday, March 30: 
11 a.m. Worship 

with Rev. Brian Mee                                                                                    

(A Church with a Caring Heart)
 800 Prince Edward St. 
Melville Comm. Works)  

Ph. 306-728-2347 
Pastor Tim Oehler

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. Pre-service Prayer

10:00 a.m. Coffee and Welcome
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
www.melvilleriverchurch.org

Facebook @melvilleriverchurch
Recorded messages 

posted online                                                                                    

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

258 - 10th Ave. W. 
Ph. 306-728-3971

Pastor Ronald Shumba 
facebook.com/gslcmelville

March 30: 10:30 a.m. Worship
March 31: 3:40 p.m. Confirmation

April 3: 7:00 p.m. Bible Study
April 4: 7:00 p.m. Youth Group                                                                                       

Fr. Basil Malowany
basilmalowany@gmail.com 

306-540-5102
Sunday, March 30: 

4:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Sunday, April 6: 

11:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy                                                                                       

th Ave. W.
Office Ph. 306-728-5022 

 Pastor Jon Pettinger
Associate Pastor: Jesse Darby

Sunday:  
Connections at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service at 11 a.m. 

Online services can be found at:  
www.melvillebaptist.com                                                                                   

ST. HENRY’S ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
729 Main St. – Office 

Ph. 306-728-5702
Res. Ph. 306-728-2305

111 - 8th Ave. W.
Father Melchor Samonte
Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m.               
Sunday Mass: 10:00 a.m.

                                                                                       

MISSIONARY CHURCH
5th Ave. W. & Queen St. 

Church Office Ph. 306-728-5001
Sunday, March 30: 
Worship 10:30 a.m.

                                                                               
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

(Lutheran Church - Canada) 
 502 - 4th Ave. W. – Church Office 

Ph. 306-728-5689
Email: zlcpastor@myaccess.ca
www.zionlutheranmelville.com

Sunday, March 30: 
No Service

Church of the Lutheran Hour 
heard Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

on 940 CJGX Radio, Yorkton                                                                             
NEW LIFE 

COMMUNITY CHURCH
Worship

Wednesday Kids Club - 3:30 p.m.
                                                                                     

Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Youth Group – 7 p.m.

Rev. Dr. James R. Graham
                                                                                    

ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Tomy Mandapathil
Saturday, March 29: 

5:00 p.m. Mass Service
                                                                                   

ST. MARY’S  

Sunday, March 30: 
No Worship Service

                                                                                  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WAPELLA

Sunday, March 30: 
No Service

                                                                                  
WHITEWOOD 

UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, March 30: 
No Worship Service

                                                                                  

LUTHERAN 
417 3rd Street South

*Sunday Services 10 a.m.*
email: pipestoneparish@sasktel.net                                                                                   

102 Nelson Ave. — 306-736-2237
email: kwpc@sasktel.net

*Services Held 1st and 3rd 
Sundays

at 9:30 a.m. Minister will vary*
                                                                                    

701 3rd Street - 306-736-8992
Website: kiplingpeopleschurch.com
Pastors: Kevin & Merodee Hassler
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Ministry
                                                                                   

ST. ANNE ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
418 First St., Kipling

306-538-2163
Sunday, March 30: 

Mass 9:00 a.m.
                                                                                   

400 3rd St. South, Kipling
306-736-2447, Doris

306-424-2604, George
*Worship Service 11:00 a.m.*

                                                                                   

 

102 Nelson Ave. 
(in Kipling United Church)

Sunday Worship 
in person 11:30 a.m.

Lay Person/Service Leader
306-736-2479

bkbernat@gmail.com                                                                                   

309 3rd. St. South, Kipling
306-736-2421

parklandagc@sasktel.net

Sunday: 10 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service

Thursday: 9 a.m.- 12 noon

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Mom’s Group

                                                                                   

Melville Churches 
Welcome You

Melville Churches 
Welcome You

Whitewood & Area 
Churches 

Welcome You

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Indian Head Church 
Welcomes You

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

801 Buxton St. - Indian Head, SK
306-695-3838

*Sunday Services 11 a.m.*
*Family Play Group – 

Mondays, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon
*Living with Cancer Support Group

2nd Tuesday of the Month
                                                                                   

Interdenominational
Lenten Services 

All Services are at 7:00 p.m.
March 30:

April 6: Christ Lutheran Church
April 13: United Church/

Bekevar Presbyterian Church 
Good Friday, April 18: 

11:00 a.m. Service hosted by the
People’s Church

                                                                                  

Welcome You

Churches 
Welcome You

 Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube 

and will be livestreamed 
306-900-0600

Fort Qu’Appelle – valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

ST. ANDREW’S 
UNITED CHURCH

194 Bay St., Fort Qu’Appelle
Rev. Jo Mader, 306-332-4455

Sunday School & Service 10:30
Hear the Gospel, sing the faith, feel the 

family fellowship. Facebook Live. 

 “Visit a Church 
of Your Choice”

West coast roots duo to perform at QVCA April 11
By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Not only does War-
ren Murfitt play the gui-
tar, the Vancouver roots 
singer and songwriter 
also makes them. He’s 
a luthier and furniture 
maker who grew up listen-
ing to country music. 

“I listened to Ian Tyson, 
and knew music was for 
me. I got serious about 
performing about 25 years 
ago. I’m a musician who 
builds guitars and I have 
done that for a number of 
years.” 

Murfitt also teamed up 
with vocalist Kate Main 
and the duo will be per-
forming at the Qu’Appelle 
Centre for the Arts on Fri-
day, April 11. 

“We both have other 
projects on the side, but 
we got together about 16 
years ago because we’re 
both song writers.” 

Together they honed 

their harmonies by play-
ing their original compo-
sitions for audiences large 
and small. Their music 
plumbs the depths of blue-
grass, country and swing. 

Main is originally 
from Toronto where she 
worked as a costume de-
signer in theatre before 
moving west. 

“My parents had a 
hobby farm near Dun-
das so I spent most of my 
summers in rural Ontario 
where I was exposed to 
country music,” she told 
Grasslands News. 

“I didn’t have a music 
community until I moved 
to Vancouver. I play bass, 
and met Warren through 
the local music scene. The 
more we played, the more 
we jammed, the more we 
played in front of crowds, 
the more we play,” she 
said. 

The duo has recorded 
three albums together. 

Main said she has 
driven across Canada so 
many times and remem-
bers Saskatchewan be-
cause of a speeding ticket 
she got driving across the 

prairie. 
“I love driving, it is the 

best way to see Canada,” 
she said. “I love to meet 
people, talk to people.” 

It is the fourth Home 
Roots tour she and Murf-
itt have done together, but 
the first in Saskatchewan. 
“You are never guaran-
teed an audience, but for 
those who show up, it will 
be a fun night for sure.”

Murffit and Main play 
the Qu’Appelle Valley 
Centre for the Arts on Fri-
day, April 11 at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $25. 

Mainline Music festival in Wolseley
Submitted

Grasslands News 

The Wolseley Town 
Hall/Opera House will 
be buzzing with music 
during the Mainline 
Music Festival that begins 
on April 6.

This year’s event wel-
comes two adjudicators to 
Wolseley. Dr Ron de Jager 
from Caronport will give 
performers feedback on 
their entries in spoken 
word, voice, musical the-
atre, brass, percussion 
and choral. 

Dr. de Jager has a var-
ied background in the 
field of performance, in-
cluding performances in 
the areas of solo recitals, 
opera, oratorio, musical 
theatre, ballet and film. As 
a professor at Briercrest 
College, he enjoys teach-
ing private voice, vocal 
pedagogy, vocal master 
class, musical theatre 
workshop and acting.

The schedule for Sun-
day, April 6 is as follows:
–10:30 a.m. Spoken Word
–1:15 p.m. Voice
–2:15 p.m. Voice and 
Musical Theatre
–3:30 p.m. Musical Theatre
–6:30 p.m. Musical Theatre 
and Brass.

Presentations on Mon-
day, April 7 will include:
–9:15 a.m.  Ensemble, Per-

cussion, Voice
–12:45 p.m. Dr. Isman 
School Classes
–2:30 p.m. Musical Theatre 
and Voice.

Piano will take place 
on Tuesday, April 8 and 
Wednesday, April 9, with 
adjudicator Audrey Wat-
son from Rosthern.

Watson is a Saskatch-
ewan native, who studied 
piano with many of the 
province’s top piano in-
structors as both a young 
person and adult. Cur-
rently pausing from piano 
teaching to pursue travel-
ing, playing piano for her 
church, and studying the 
violin, Audrey will surely 
bring a wealth of musical 
insights to our local piano 
students.

Piano competitions will 

begin on Tuesday, April 8, 
with sessions starting at 9 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., 1:15 p.m., 
2:45 p.m., 4:15 p.m. and 7 
p.m. 

Piano will wrap up on 
Wednesday, April 9, with 
sessions at 9:30 a.m. and 
11 a.m. Audrey will be 
conducting a workshop 
for all piano participants 
at 2 p.m.

The festival will con-
clude with the finale pro-
gram on Tuesday, April 
15 at 7 p.m. This will be a 
concert featuring selected 
performers, and awards 
ceremony. 

The public is welcome 
to attend all sessions of 
competition and the Fes-
tival Finale; entry is by 
donation.

Ron de Jager
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CLASSIFIEDS
ONE AD, SIX NEWSPAPERS: All classified ads appear in the Fort Qu’Appelle Times, Indian Head-Wolseley News, Kipling Clipper, Melville Advance, Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun and Quad Town Forum 

Published FridaysPublished Fridays
grasslandsnews.ca 1-844-GNG-NEWS

CLASSIFIED RATES
(based on 25 words or less) 

1 week: $15.00 • 2 weeks: $20.00 • 3 weeks: $25.00 • 4 weeks: $30.00 

Additional weeks: $7.50 • Deadline: Tuesdays at 12 noon

1-844-GNG-NEWSObituary Deadline Tuesdays 12 Noon

It is with great sadness 
that the family of Roger
Allen Caughlin announces his 
sudden passing on Tuesday, 
March 18, 2025, following ex-
tensive surgery.

child of Allen and Jenny 
Caughlin, on Oct. 3, 1947. 

This is where he attend-
ed school, graduating from 
Grade 12 in 1965. During his 
time at home, he was expect-
ed to do many chores with the 

instilled.
His academic standing was good and he was off to the 

his entire career in this community and drove the school 

students, inside and outside of the classroom. He planned 

students.

Roger loved good food: preparing it, serving it and most 
of all eating it. He often said he “lived to eat” – the richer and 

farm.

helping other people.
He loved to travel, most particularly his annual trip to 

a resort near Cancun, Mexico. It was a most special time, 

love of new, high end and shiny cars, gadgets and gizmos 

tian 

Also important to him were his 15 grand-nieces and neph-
ews and numerous cousins.

Obituary Roger Allen Caughlin
Oct. 3, 1947 - March 18, 2025

passed away peacefully with 

area, to Michael and Annie 

was the second oldest of 10 
children. 

café. 

They were united in marriage on Oct. 21, 1961 at 

and they moved to Melville.

Grandchildren never went home without homemade food or 

opportunity she had to spend time with family. 

stay at the farm regularly for seeding, harvest or anytime 

 

and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and family friends.

Obituary Lucy Klus (nee Sass)
Sept. 10, 1939 - March 6, 2025

loved mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother, passed
away peacefully Friday, March 

97 years old.
Hilda was predeceased 

numerous nieces and nephews.

ents immigrated to Canada in 1929 and settled on a farm 

lings. Following high school, Hilda attended nursing college 

in 1952. In 1958, they moved to Melville. They had three

ing for many years until her retirement.

many winter getaways to Arizona.
In 2000, Hilda suffered the sudden loss of her dear 

around spending precious time with her family. During these 

smile that she displayed until her last days.

port, compassion and professional care of Hilda was a great 
source of comfort.

Funeral arrangements were entrusted to Matthews 
Funeral Home, Melville.  

Obituary Hilda Piller
March 23, 1927 - March 14, 2025
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Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Vases,
Cemetery Inscriptions and Cremation Urns.

FULLY GUARANTEED – LICENSED AND BONDED

See Our

Large Display

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

“Treating Your Family like a part of
Ours for 4 Generations”

Raymond and Crystal Bailey,
Don Klus and Len VargaCAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales
• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

Dennis Temple 306-332-1335

or 306-728-8197

Licensed and Bonded

DIRECTORY 

ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group

1-844-464-6397

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

FUNERAL + MONUMENT DIRECTORY

Keith Hawken  306-695-2479
Michael Rey 306-901-7440
Laurie Rey 306-901-7000

mrey@sasktel.net

Cemetery Memorials • In Cemetery Lettering
Memorial Levelling  • Memorial Restoration 

Dale’s Painting
306-728-4392

602 - 8th Ave. W.

Melville

Royal Canadian Legion

General Meeting 2nd Sunday at 2 p.m.

NOTICE
 Tetlock Conservation and

Development Area Authority

ANNUAL MEETING

Cassandra Andrews,
Secretary Treasurer

With great sadness, the 
family announces the pass-
ing of Frank Malach, with his 
wife at his side, at their home 
on Monday, March 17, 2025.

Frank was born on the 
family farm Feb. 21, 1945 
to Samuel and Katherine 
Malach at Candiac, SK. He 
was married to the love of his 
life, Beatrice, for 56 years.

The greatest joy of Frank's 
life were his children and 
grandchildren: son Russell 
(Patti) and their children Bradly and Tyler; daughter Melinda 
(Troy) Temple and their children Keegan and Cooper; son 
Wade; son Matthew (Aimee) and their children Brady and 
Bridget.

Frank was predeceased by his infant son Samuel; his 
parents Samuel and Katherine; and siblings Louie, Mary 
and Doreen.

Frank enjoyed visiting with family and friends, phone 
calls and messages from those near and far. Watching 
curling and the Toronto Blue Jays was a favorite pastime 
for Frank and Beatrice; and keeping up with the grandkids' 
activities.

As per Franks wishes there will not be a funeral service.
Donations in Frank's memory may be made to the St.
Elizabeth's Cemetery Fund of Killaly, SK or to the Heart and 
Stroke foundation.

Beatrice and the children would like to thank all those for 

Arrangements entrusted to Conley Funeral Home, Fort 
Qu'Appelle, SK. 1-306-332-0555.

Obituary Frank Allan Malach
Feb. 21, 1945 - March 17, 2025

Services
Indian Head Library

OPEN HOURS

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY - New Hours

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

CLOSED Monday and Sunday

Alcoholics Anonymous

Call Alcoholics Anonymous

306-545-9300

               -Inuit Proverb

Love you Mom!   

306-730-

7447

PAYING CASH

Maintenance Operator
Rural Municipality of Cana No. 214

Th e RM of Cana No. 214 is now accepting applications for a full time Road 

Maintenance Operator.

Preference will be given to applicants that possess:

• Experience operating various equipment (tractor, mower, mulcher, stone 

picker, excavator)

• Above average mechanical skills

• Class 5 Drivers License (Class 1 A preferred and may be an asset to

applicant)

• Willing to work weekends and holidays, due to inclement weather

• Th e right candidate may possibly be considered for a future Grader Operator

• Th is position will work alongside an experienced crew that is responsible for 

a variety of road construction and maintenance tasks

• Ability to adhere to workplace safety policies and Employee Code of

Conduct

• WHMIS, Power Mobile Equipment (PME), First Aid, Ground Disturbance 

(will be required upon employment)

• Strong communication skills and the ability to work within a team as well as 

independently

• Posses a pleasant demeanor for any public interactions, Speak and write fl uent 

English

Please submit a cover letter, along with your resume, including wage

expectations, work, history, references and job-related courses to:

RM of Cana No. 214

Email: rmcana@sasktel.net

Memoriam Memoriam Long-Term Rental

For Rent

Help Wanted

$ Paying Cash $

Published 

Fridays
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Send your ads 
to ads@gng-

news.ca

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF 

ASSESSMENT ROLL
VILLAGE OF ODESSA

Kristen Tokaryk Board of Revisions Secretary 

Village of Odessa, 406 First Ave., Odessa Saskatchewan 

P.O. Box 91, S0G 3S0 

Notice is hereby given under The Tax Enforcement Act that unless the arrears and costs 
appearing opposite the land described in the following list are fully paid before the 27th 
day of May, 2025, an interest based on a tax lien will be registered against the land.

A sum for costs in an amount required by subsection 4(3) of The Tax Enforcement 
Act is included in the amount shown against each parcel.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

Equipment Operator 
Full Time OR Seasonal Full Time 

Rural Municipality of Kingsley No. 124

The Rural Municipality of Kingsley No.124 is currently looking for the right candidate 
to join their team and is accepting applications for the position of an Equipment 
Operator, with other general duties and responsibilities. 
Duties to commence as early as May 15, 2025, however start date can be very fl exible.
The position is for full time employment, with the option to be seasonal full time. 

The successful applicant will work under the supervision of a Foreman & must work 
well independently and with other colleagues.
Applicants must hold a valid driver’s license.
Holding a Class 1A or 3A license & being mechanically inclined are two defi nite 
assets for this position.
Experience with heavy equipment & road construction are assets, but not mandatory. 
The R.M. is willing to train the right individual & provide training programs as needed.

Duties will include grading, operating other heavy equipment, and various other 
labor-intensive tasks. Other duties may include mowing, culvert installations and 
assisting with general maintenance within the municipality. 

The municipality off ers competitive wages, a great benefi ts package including: 
family health & dental benefi ts, pension plan, short & long term disability, monthly 
cell phone allowance & annual boot allowance.
The municipality will base the successful applicants wage on experience.

Submit written applications stating experience & two references to:

Holly Heikkila, Administrator
R.M. of Kingsley No. 124

Box 239, Kipling, SK S0G 2S0
Fax: (306) 736-2798

e-mail: rm124@sasktel.net or In person: 603 Main St. Kipling, SK 

Application deadline will be 4:00p.m. on Monday, April 7th, 2025. However, the R.M. 

of Kingsley No. 124 may extend the deadline until such time that they have found 

the perfect candidate for this position.  

The R.M. of Kingsley No. 124 would like to thank all applicants for their 
interest, but only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Land for Sale by Public Tender
Under the Tax Enforcement Act - Town of Balcarres

   Under the provisions of the Tax Enforcement Act, the Town of Balcarres off ers for sale the 
following property:

Property Type:  Residential
 Civic Address:  108 Lily Street
 Legal Description:                  Lot 16 Blk/Par 1 Plan P2633
 Zoning:   R – Residential District

 Property Type:  Residential
 Civic Address:  111 Lipton Street
 Legal Description:                  Lot 21 Blk/Par 1 Plan 62567
 Zoning:   R – Residential District

 Property Type:  Residential
 Civic Address:  212 Earl Street
 Legal Description:                  Lot 7 Blk/Par 19 Plan H546
 Zoning:   R – Residential District

   A tender must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked “Property Tender” addressed to 
the Town of Balcarres, Box 130, Balcarres, SK S0G 0C0. Tender packages are available by 
request through the Municipal Offi  ce or on the municipal website www.townofb alcarres.ca.
   Tenders must be received by Monday, April 14, at 4:00PM.
   Bids must be accompanied by a certifi ed cheque or bank draft  payable to the Town of 
Balcarres for 10% of the tendered price. 
   Highest, or any tender, not necessarily accepted.
   In accordance with the Tax Enforcement Act, bidders who are either a member of Town 
Council or an offi  cial with the Town of Balcarres must identify on the front of the sealed bid 
that they are employed by the municipality.
   Th e successful bidder will have 30 days to provide the balance of cash to complete the 
purchase. Should the successful bidder not fi nalize the agreement for sale within the 
required time, the deposit will be forfeited. Th e deposit cheques received from unsuccessful 
bidders will be returned.
   Th e property is being sold “as is”. Th ere are no representations or warranties expressed or 
implied, including without limitation as to fi tness of the land for any particular purpose.
   All legal costs, title transfer fees and applicable taxes are the responsibility of the purchaser 
and are in addition to the bid price. 
   For more information, please contact the Town of Balcarres at 306-334-2566 or email the 
offi  ce at balcarrestown@sasktel.net.

Dated the 28 day of March, 2025
Mark Hartman, Administrator

Town of Balcarres

Auctions

2S Auctioneers

Province Wide Province Wide Province Wide Province Wide

I am currently 
PURCHASING single 
to large blocks of 

land. 
NO FEES OR 

COMMISSIONS 
Saskatchewan 

born and raised, I 
know farming and 
farmland and can 

help you every step 
of the way. 
Doug Rue, 

for further information
306-716-2671

saskfarms@shaw.ca
www.sellyourfarm 

land.com

FARMLAND 
WANTED

BARLEY
*NEW - AB STANDSWELL*

SMOOTH AWN, HIGH YIELDING,
GRAIN AND FORAGE

GREAT LODGING RESISTANCE
1ST NITROGEN USE

EFFICIENT CEREAL IN CANADA
ATTRACTING JAPANESE

INTEREST

CERVEZA, 
CDC AUSTENSON, 

CDC MAVERICK, SUNDRE. 
WHEAT

PINTAIL, FORAGE OR GRAIN

OATS
AC JUNIPER, AC MORGAN, 

AC MUSTANG, DERBY, 
CDC SO1 SUPER OAT.

PEAS
VERY EARLY YELLOW PEA

FORAGE PEAS,
ALSO AVAILABLE
POLISH CANOLA & 
SPRING TRITICALE

mastinseeds.com
403-556-2609

NOW HIRING:
Bryden Construction & 
Transport Co. requires
SHOP LABORERS 
Duties involve cleaning 
the shop and 
equipment, assisting 
in the service/
maintenance area, and 
general laborer duties. 
Clean driver’s abstract 
required. Job location 

Room and board 
provided.

Send resume with 
work references to: 
brydenconstruct@

xplornet.ca
or fax 306-769-8844



Need to Talk? Need to Talk?
Mobile Crisis Services

24/7 Helpline

Mobile Crisis Helpline
306-757-0127

Crisis Suicide Helpline
306-525-5333

Child Abuse Hotline
306-569-2724

Sask. Gambling Hotline
1-800-306-6789
Farm Stress Hotline
1-800-667-4442
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Knox gold winners
take home $15,000

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Fort Knox weren’t 
the only winners in 
the series against 
the Regina Capitals. 

Eugene and Caron 
Frank, a retired couple 
from Fort Qu’Appelle, 
took home the $15,000 
Golden Nugget in the 
team’s fundraising draw. 

This year’s lottery was 
a scaled down version of 
the old Gold Rush draw 
with only 400 instead of 
2,900 tickets being sold. 

The Franks are long-
time supporters of the 
team. They plan to use 
their windfall to help 
their grandchildren.

Whitney Maurer from 
Lemberg took home 
$9,285 as the winner’s 
share of the 50-50 draw.

PUBLIC
NOTICE
The Planning and Development Act, 2007

 - 

, in the Council 

Golden Nugget
Fort Knox director Tyrel Getz presents a cheque for 

$15,000 to Eugene and Caron Frank.

www. summit-memorials.com    306-698-2557 | 800-667-8962

Tubman Funeral and Cremation Services, a part of Dignity 

Memorial, presents a full-time career opportunity for an 

individual to assist a licensed Funeral Director and provide 

support to families in their time of need. The selected candidate 

will undergo training to become a Saskatchewan Funeral and 

Cremation Services Licensed Prepaid Salesperson. This paid 

position will enable the individual to educate and present 

the advantages of preneed funded funeral service plans. 

Responsibilities will include participation in family and Tubman 

Funeral Home and community events at the J.S.T. Family 

Reception Center on Boyle Street in Indian Head, alongside other 

Tubman staff .

Tubman Funeral Home is dedicated to the professional growth of 

its employees. The organization will cover all training expenses 

for this role. A comprehensive health care benefi ts package is 

included with this full-time position.

Interested applicants should submit a detailed resume to the 

Location Manager, Denton Keating, via email at 

denton.keating@dignitymemorial.com.

2025 MARKED 80 YEARS AS A TUBMAN FAMILY BUSINESS

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
SEASONAL FULL TIME

The Rural Municipality of Chester No. 125

   The Rural Municipality of Chester No. 125 is seeking 

applicants for a Full Time Seasonal Employee. Duties to 

begin as early as April 2025, however the start date can be 

fl exible. This position is for seasonal employment. Students 

are encouraged to apply.

   The successful applicant will be required to operate 

various pieces of equipment, mowing, fencing and any 

other labor intensive tasked required. The successful 

applicant will be expected to work under the supervision 

and direction of the foreman, must be willing to work well 

with others, as well as independently.

   The successful applicant must hold a valid driver’s license. 

Having a Class 1A license would defi nitely be an asset but is 

not mandatory.

   The wage will be based on experience.

   Resumes can be submitted along with 2 references to:

The R.M. of Chester No. 125

c/o Brittany Knoll

Box 180, Glenavon, SK S0G 1Y0

Email: rmc125@sasktel.net or

Drop off  in person at 104 Main Street, Glenavon SK

   The deadline for applications will be 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

April 8, 2025.

The RM of Chester may extend the deadline for applications 

depending on the number of applications received.

The RM of Chester would like to thank all those who applied, 

but only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

SUMMER STUDENTS

The District of Katepwa is seeking an ambitious and self-motivated student 
for our summer office clerk position!

Position: May 5 to August 22, 2025
Hours of Work: 35 hours per week, Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
p.m.Wage: $18.00 per hour
Position Available: 1
Work Duties: The Office Clerk will be responsible for assisting in general 
office duties such as answering phones, electronic and paper filing, receipting 
payments, preparing summer and fall newsletters, photocopying, maintaing 
the District website and Facebook page, greeting clients in the office and 
other duties as assigned.

Applicant: Familiarity with technology and various computer platforms 
(Microsoft Office, Canva, Mailchimp). Attention to detail. Friendly, reliable and 
open communication. Ability to work individually and collaboratively.

The District of Katepwa is seeking ambitious and self-motivated students for 
our summer maintenance positions!

Position: May 5 to August 22, 2025
Hours of Work: 40 hours per week, Monday to Friday: 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Wage: $19.00 per hour
Position Available: 2-3
Work Duties: Waste collection, grass cutting, heavy lifting involved for 
various duties (50 lbs), weed and tree trimming, and other duties as assigned.
Applicant: Must have a valid driver’s license and be comfortable operating a 
riding lawnmower.

Until Friday, April 18, 2025, at 3:30 p.m. and must include education, 
training, work experience, and 2 work references.

District of Katepwa
Box 250, Lebret SK  S0G 2Y0

Or email: office@katepwabeach.ca
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Cowessess First Na-
tion members have com-
menced the second phase 
of a digital photo project, 
expanding an existing 
database and using the 
digital archive to improve 
community members’ un-
derstanding of their iden-
tity.

Listen, Hear Our Voices
In 2023, Cowessess un-

dertook a project to en-
sure the preservation of 
the First Nation’s history 
by creating a digital photo 
archive documenting 
the Marieval Residential 
School and other aspects 
of community life from 
1889 to 1997. Funding for 
the project was provided 
by a grant from the “Lis-
ten, Hear Our Voices” pro-
gram available through 
Library and Archives 
Canada.

Through this initiative, 
more than 2,000 photos 
were uploaded to a digital 
archive linked to Cowes-
sess’ website. There are 
pictures of individuals 
and families, school stu-
dents and community 
events. Many of the pho-
tos were initially collected 
by Eleanor Agecoutay 
for a project in 2005. At 
that time, Agecoutay was 
working at Cowessess 
Community Education 
Centre (which replaced 
the Marieval Residential 
School) and the vice-prin-
cipal asked her to compile 
a PowerPoint presenta-
tion of historical photos 
to share with students. 
Additional photos were 
collected but could not 
be uploaded by the grant 
completion deadline in 
2023. 

Phase 2
Recognizing the ar-

chive project’s value, 
Cowessess’ Chief and 
Council allocated funding 
so the initiative could be 
completed this year. Work 
resumed in January and 
Agecoutay is optimistic 
that 2,000 more photos 
could be added to the dig-
ital database by the end 
of August. She is working 
with Dodie Ferguson to 
upload the photos to the 
database that was created 
two years ago. As with the 
previous phase, they will 
consult elders and other 
community members 
to identify the people in 
each picture so this can be 
noted in the archive along 
with the pictures’ source 
and date.

Community engage-
ment and education are 
an additional component 
of this phase in the digi-
tization project. As a re-
tired teacher, Agecoutay 
was aware that the Grade 

10 curriculum included 
lessons on identity and 
family history, and she 
recognized that the photo 
library could have a very 
practical application for 
the students. She spoke 
with staff at Cowessess 
Community Education 
Centre (CCEC) and they 
were enthusiastic about 
her suggestions.

Over the last several 
weeks, Agecoutay and Fer-
guson collaborated with 
Tierra Bear, who teaches 
the Cultural Arts 10 class 
at CCEC, and Terry Wil-
son, who teaches Native 
Studies 10. They provided 
students with instruction 
on how to use the photo 
library, developing their 
research skills and en-
couraging them to under-
stand the value of history.

Personal application 
was included as students 
created their own family 
tree for a final assign-
ment. Each student was 
provided with a diagram 
so they could insert names 
and photos for multiple 
generations of their fam-
ily. Students spoke with 
their parents or grand-
parents to gather names 
for their family tree and 
then inserted photos from 
the digital library.  Cree 
words on the diagram 
template provided further 
cultural education for the 
class.

“It’s really important 
for our kids to know who 
they are and what their 
family history is about. If 
we don’t know who we are 
as family members, we’re 
going to be hard-pressed 
to answer those larger 
community identity 
questions,” Ferguson ex-
plained. “This was a great 
opportunity to support 
them in asking their par-
ents or guardians, ‘Who 
are we as a family?’ and 
‘Who are our ancestors?’”

Community 
Presentation

Community members 
were invited to visit the 
school on March 18 and 
view the students’ work. 
Laminated posters dis-
playing their family trees 
were hung in the gymna-
sium, and guests were in-
terested to read familiar 
names and see the connec-
tions to students. Some of 
the family trees were miss-
ing names, particularly 
for great-grandparents, so 
community members will-
ingly assisted the students 
by adding sticky notes 
with names they knew 
to help fill in the blank 
spaces.

Agecoutay and Fergu-
son addressed the group 
and explained their work 
with the Grade 10 class. 
Students also reflected 
on the impact that the 

assignment had on them. 
One youth shared that the 
family tree assignment 
sparked an increased 
interest in Indigenous 
culture, while another 
student said they became 
very interested in the var-
ious family names and 
meanings.

Chief Erica Beaudin 
was unable to attend the 
session in person but 
spoke to the assembly by 
video call and commended 
the students’ efforts to 
learn about their family 
history. 

Following the presen-
tation, guests were in-
vited to visit the school’s 
computer lab so students 
could guide them in using 
the digital photo library.

Anyone interested in 
exploring Cowessess’ 
heritage can also access 
the photo archive online 
at https://library.cowes-
sessfn.com/

Cowessess archive project enters second phase
Students create family trees using photo database

Shawn Pryhitka
Agriculture Specialist

306-621-9798
spryhitka@remax-yorkton.ca

SERVING MELVILLE AND AREA
32 Smith Street, Yorkton, SK – Phone: 306-783-6666

Melville Listings

$159,000

#8-555 Dielschneider Rd.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,216 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK988456

Rural Listings

RM of Chruchbridge

MLS®SK996513

$499,000

Land
478.52 Acres

RM of Good Lake

$250,000

Lots 12 and 16
Land Only

.45 Acres MLS®SK977088
RM of Cana

$669,900

Land & Buildings
3-BDM, 4-BATH, 1,482 SQ.FT.
138.98 acres MLS®SK986727

RM of Cana

$360,000

Land & Buildings
2-BDM, 1-BATH, 786 SQ.FT.

157.92 acres MLS®SK989088

DID YOU KNOW
that we can show EVERY MLS®

listed house for sale,
regardless of which sign is on the front lawn

RM of Sliding Hills

MLS®SK998329

$810,000

Land
182.71 Acres

$250,000

214 - 10th Ave. W.
4-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,190 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK986609

Lisa Kirkwood
Residential Specialist

306-728-6789
lkirkwood@remax.net

$115,000

#425 - 680-7th Ave. E.
1-BDM, 1-BATH, 533 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK995703

Cumberland Villas

$99,900

339- 2nd Ave. E.
2-BDM, 2-BATH, 702 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK988389

UPDATED PRICE
UPDATED PRICE

RM of McLeod

$699,000

Land & Buildings
4-BDM, 3-BATH, 2,942 SQ.FT.
90.18 acres MLS®SK990495

RM of Wallace

MLS®SK990835

$439,000

Land
159 Acres

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

$146,000

597 Scotia St.
4-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,228 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK982568

SOLDSOLD

$528,000

9 Park Boulevard
6-BDM, 3-BATH, 2,165 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK999745

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

$133,000

734 Prince Edward St.
3-BDM, 2-BATH, 1,184 SQ.FT.

MLS®SK999514

NEW LISTING
NEW LISTING

Crooked Lake
Waterfront Home

SOLDSOLD

RE/MAX® agents, like
Lisa Kirkwood,

partner with Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals, 

including Jim Pattison
 Children’s Hospital,
to support children

receiving care
at member hospitals

each year. $54,000

262 - 3rd Ave. W.
C1, 1,920 SQ.FT.
MLS®SK977513

UPDATED PRICE
UPDATED PRICE

-
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