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It can be tough to catch a farmer sit-
ting down at this time of year. There is 
never enough time at harvest-time.

So, Grasslands News was fortunate 
to have the opportunity to chat with 
Quick Dick McDick (aka Dickson Delo-
rme) while the Tuffnell area farmer and 
YouTube personality was busy swath-
ing canola.

As many of those who watch Quick 
Dick McDick on YouTube might assume 
- Dickson grew up on a farm. 

“My dad was Federal Community 
Pasture Manager for over 30 years. I 
was born in Maple Creek while he was 
working on a Community Pasture down 
there. But we moved up to the Tuffnell 
area and he started managing the Com-
munity Pasture north of town when I 
was still pretty young. That’s why most 
of my memories growing up are from 
here,” said Delorme. “Managing a Com-
munity Pasture meant Dad was looking 
after about 2,000 head of cattle. So, I 
grew up roping and riding and living 
the best life on the planet.”

As much as he loved life on the farm 
however, Dickson did what many “farm 
kids” do – and left to build a life else-
where.

“When I graduated, I went to Alberta 
and worked in the oil and gas indus-
try for 19 years (three years in Brooks 
and 16 years in Grand Prairie). I was 
still involved with the farm a bit. I sent 
money home whenever it was needed. 
But I was busy in Alberta – making 
great money and having a good time. 
So, when I was working in Alberta – it 
was my dad who looked after the farm,” 
he said.

Dickson notes that working for the 
oil and gas industry did give him the op-
portunity to travel throughout Canada 
(something he is happy to have done).

“The best part of the job was that I 
got paid to see a lot of Northern Canada 
through the windshield of a truck. I’ve 
actually seen every part of our glorious 
country – except Nunavut,” he said.

Eventually however, Dickson decided 
that it was time for a change. While 

preparing to leave for a job that would 
take him even further away from home 
– he decided to come back and spend 
some time on the farm. It was during 
that visit that Dickson discovered  - the 
place he had grown up - was also the 
place he most wanted to be.

“I decided to leave my career in the 
oil and gas industry for a few reasons. I 
felt that I needed a change. I was plan-
ning to go to Australia and take on a 

job down there. But I had to wait about 
two months for my Work Visa and some 
other paperwork to go through. So, 
I decided to come home for a while,” 
he said. “I happened to run into an old 
friend of mine named Mark Rogers. He 
asked why I was back in Tuffnell. So, 
I told him. Then he asked me what I 
was doing the next morning. I told him 
I wasn’t doing anything. He asked if I’d 
come over and help move some cows. 
So…I did.

“That night I phoned the place in 
Australia where I was supposed to go 
and told them that I wasn’t going to be 
there. It took me one whole day of mov-
ing cows to realize that this was where I 
wanted to be and what I wanted to do. I 
actually couldn’t believe I’d ever left in 
the first place.”

Not long after that – ‘Quick Dick Mc-
Dick’ sauntered into Dickson’s life. At 
first, he had no idea that the character 

would become his alter ego and lead 
him into the ‘world’ of YouTube.

“After I left the oil and gas indus-
try, I cut a lot of my contacts. I wanted 
to take some time off of social media 
for a while. I ended up with just two 
of my brothers and a couple of buddies 
on Snapchat (which was just fine with 
me). I decided that I would name my 
Snapchat channel ‘Quick Dick McDick’. 
I figured nobody would find me like that 
– so my phone wouldn’t be going off all 

the time. Then one afternoon, I was out 
helping my dad cut firewood. I started 
playing around and made a ‘commer-
cial’ for my dad’s ‘firewood business’ 
(which he doesn’t have) and put it on 
Snapchat. My brother saw it. He told me 
that it was the funniest thing he’d seen 
in a long time and encouraged me to 
do more. So, I put a few more 60-second 
‘commercials’ up on Snapchat.

“Before I knew it, there were a lot of 
people watching. It started getting frus-
trating because people were contacting 
me looking for old episodes (Snapchat 
removes posts after a certain amount 
of time). My phone was going off more 
than it did before! So, I decided to put 
my Quick Dick McDick stuff up on You-
Tube. That way, people could watch it 
to their heart’s content. At that point…
well…it just took off,” he said.

The fully charged sarcastic wit and 
‘just kidding’ tone that has become a 
Quick Dick McDick trademark can be 
found in videos focused on topics re-
lated to farming (The Code of the Cow), 
rural life (Small Town Rumor Mill Parts 
1, 2 & 3,) or the political controversies 
that have ‘coffee row’ talking (A Green 
Economy). For Dickson, humor is a way 
to connect with his audience.

“I decided to do it that way, because 
I’ve seen other farm videos that are 
great in that they’re full of information. 
But they aren’t always that much fun 
to watch. I wanted to put stuff out there 
that people would find interesting – that 
they could watch and learn from and 
laugh at,” said Dickson. “Even when it’s 
something I disagree with – I try to ap-
proach it with humor. I find it easier to 
talk about these things that way. And I 
think people find that easier to listen to 
as well. It’s pretty hard to get through 
a video that’s just someone yelling a lot 
of information at you. That just turns 
people off. You have to find a way to 
relate to your audience. And I think 
comedy works well – even when you’re 
talking about something that isn’t all 
that funny.”

Along with humor however, Dickson 
says that he works hard to ensure that 
the information he puts into his videos 
is accurate.

- SEE QUICK DICK MCDICK, 19

Living the Best Life on Earth
Quick Dick McDick (aka Dickson Delorme) talks about his passion for all 
things agriculture and how he hopes to use his platform on YouTube to edu-
cate others about farming and encourage them to speak out about issues that 
are important to them.

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS

A few rounds in the swather with ‘Quick Dick McDick’

Publishers of: Fort Qu’Appelle Times | Indian Head-Wolseley News 
Kipling Clipper | Melville Advance | Whitewood Grenfell Herald Sun
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2S AUCTIONEERS LTD.

www.2saucti ons.ca
Indian Head, SK              PL#333133

Specializing in Farm & Commercial Equipment, Anti ques & Collecti bles Aucti ons, 
along with Real Estate Aucti ons, whether it is residenti al or farm land.

Online ti med Aucti ons weekly through our website.
Aucti oneer & Sales Rep. - Brad Stenberg: 306-551-9411

Owner/Offi  ce Manager - S. Nicole Smith, CPPA: 306-660-7377

Doing our Best to make your Aucti on Sale a Success!!

F armers don’t just work until 
the sun goes down. 

They work until the job is done!

For that we say 

Thank You!

HAUSER’S MACHINERY LTD.
Hwy. #15 West, Melville, SK

TEL: (306) 728-2101 — TOLL FREE: 1-888-939-4444
www.hausers.ca

“Proudly serving the agricultural and industrial communities since 1947”

HAUSER’S MACHINERY LTD. – QUALITY SERVICE AND COMPETITIVE PRICING... EVERY DAY

- Complete machine shop service
- Mig, tig and stick welding
- Large inventory of industrial 
  and ag parts
- Crosby shackles, tow straps
- Gr. 70 - 100 hooks and slings to 
  100,000 lb. cap.
- Wide load signs, tarp straps, 
  load binders

Steel - Structural, fl at bar, HS, angle 
round, rebar, sheet metal and mesh
- Custom shearing, forming 
  and fabrication
- Mobile welding unit
- Bearings, seals, hubs, pulleys 
  and sprockets
- PTO yokes, roller chain and links
  by OCM  to #100 series

- Welding rods; hard surface rods
- NPT fi ttings; custom pipe 
  threading to 4 in.
- Sch 40 - 80 - 160 pipe
Grade 8 bolts - metric 10.9 bolts
- Trailer hitch accessories
- Electrical; tail lights, side markers,
  beacons
- L.E.D. lighting

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Rylan Schill just turned 14-years-old 
but he has already proven himself to be 
a capable, self-assured fourth generation 
beef cattle farmer with his own herd of 
cattle. His great-grandfather, Jerome, 
started the family’s cattle operation be-
tweeb Fort Qu’Appelle and Balcarres 
more than 80 years ago. Rylan’s grand-
father, Gerard, gave the boy his first calf 
to raise seven years ago. With the en-
couragement of his father, Michael, he 
now owns a herd of six cows and six 
calves that belong to him. This summer 
he adopted a stray calf he named ‘Buck’ 
that was rejected by its mother at birth. 

“I love the lifestyle,” Rylan said as 
he drove a reporter around the 136-acre 
property looking for his cows. “It’s a 
good experience, but it is a challenge. 
It’s a lot of commitment to get what you 
need to get a lot of stuff done. It’s a lot 
of responsibility.” While he’s in school 
he gets help from his dad and his grand-
parents, but he’s out on the farm with 
his cattle as often as he can be. 

As soon as Buck heard the sound of 
the Range Rover, the newborn calf thun-

dered across the field to meet Rylan who 
was carrying a feeding bottle and nip-
ple. “We feed him every day. He’s not 
one of my calves, I don’t own this one, 
but Buck thinks I’m his mom.” When 
Rylan first started raising cattle he said 
he sometimes became attached to an 
animal and didn’t want to sell it. “But 
when you keep doing it for so long, you 
get used to it. Cattle ranching is a busi-
ness and you have to pay the bills.” 

A beef industry policy analyst with 
the Saskatchewan Agriculture says 
most beef producers in the province are 
in their 50s and that it is rare to see 
someone as young as Rylan get into the 
business. “Cattle prices are strong, but 
at the same time food costs are up and 
the production costs are really high,” 
she said. “Producers aren’t seeing a 
suitable return for their time and for 
the cost of raising the animals. But most 
cattle producers love doing what they 
are doing” 

Schill is no exception. He’s at home 
in the outdoors, hunting and fishing, 
and he plays football and hockey. “One 
day, when I’m older, I’d like to build a 
house of my own out here,” he says. “I 
think I’ll probably just keep on doing 
this; it’s what I plan on doing.”

Fourth generation rancher
14-year old Rylan Schill is the fourth generation of his family to raise beef 
cattle. Rylan’s grandfather, Gerard, gave him his first calf seven years ago

ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Rylan Schill

14-year-old boy becomes
fourth generation rancher
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September  Wednesday  14  Presort Sale- All Breeds  10:00 a.m.
 Friday  16  Bar Lynn Colt Producti on Sale (Closed Sale)  5:00 p.m.
 Wednesday  21  Presort Sale- All Breeds  10:00 a.m.
 Friday  23  Sheep, Lamb & Goat Sale  11:00 a.m.
 Friday  23  Horse Sale  3:00 p.m.
 Wednesday  28  Charolais Infl uence Presort Sale  10:00 a.m.

October  Wednesday  5  Simmental Infl uence Presort Sale  10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday  12  Presort Sale- All Breeds  10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday  19  Black & Red Angus Infl uence Presort Sale  10:00 a.m.
 Friday  21  Sheep, Lamb & Goat Sale  11:00 a.m.
 Friday 21  Horse Sale  3:00 p.m.
 Wednesday  26  Presort Sale- All Breeds  10:00 a.m.

November  Wednesday  2  Black & Red Angus Infl uence Presort Sale  10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday  9 Speckle Park Infl uence Presort Sale  10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday  16  Presort Sale- All Breeds  10:00 a.m.
 Friday  18  Sheep, Lamb & Goat Sale  11:00 a.m.
 Wednesday  23  Black & Red Angus Infl uence Presort Sale  10:00 a.m.
 Friday 25  Bred Cow Sale  11:00 a.m.
 Wednesday  30  Presort Sale- All Breeds  10:00 a.m.

December Wednesday  7 Presort Sale- All Breeds   10:00 a.m.
 Friday  9 Bred Cow Sale   11:00 a.m.
 Wednesday  14 Presort Sale- All Breeds  10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday  21  Regular Sale  8:00 a.m.
 Wednesday  21  Bred Cow Sale   11:00 a.m.

Producers book 
in your Sheep & 

Goats, so we 
can give the 

buyers numbers 
coming for 

the sale.

Our Cafi teria is now open on Sale Days! Come for Breakfast or Lunch! Cash or Debit Accepted.
Schedule Subject to change. Please call us at 306-7833-9437

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
OR FOR BOOKING CALL:

Manager 
Barry (Junior )Baczuk
306-730-0129

Sales
Harvey Exner 
306-621-5484

Junior Sales
Carter Cyhla
306-621-5421

Offi  ce Manager
Virginia Vargo
306-783-9437

Clerk
Melissa Litt le
306-783-9437

2022 SCHEDULE

WWW.ANDREWMP.CA 

984-A Albert Street 
Regina SK S4R 2P7 

(306) 790-4727 
Andrew.Scheer@parl.gc.ca 

AGRICULTURE WEEK 2022 

Thank you to all the producers who contribute 
so much to our economy and society. 
Conservatives will always stand up for our 
agriculture sector and those who work in it: 

 Reforming Canada’s Business Risk 
Management programs. 

 Scrapping Justin Trudeau’s Carbon 
Tax. 

 Tackling high input costs by fighting 
inflation and improving competition. 

Submitted
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan Ag-
riculture is reminding 
producers to be on the 
lookout for anthrax in 
their animals after con-
firmation that anthrax 
has been found in the 
RM of Piapot #110. An-
thrax was confirmed 
by laboratory results 
on Aug. 22, 2022 as the 
cause of death in nine 
animals.

Anthrax is caused by 
the bacteria Bacillus an-
thracis, which can sur-

vive in spore form for 
decades in soil. Changes 
in soil moisture, from 
flooding and drying, 
can lead to a build-up of 
the spores on pastures. 
Spores can concentrate 
in sloughs and potholes, 
and there is increased 
risk of animal exposure 
to anthrax in drier years 
when these areas dry up 
and become accessible. 
Spores can also surface 
when the ground is ex-
cavated or when there is 
excessive run-off.

Livestock are in-
fected when they eat for-
age contaminated with 

spores. Ruminants such 
as bison, cattle, sheep 
and goats, are highly sus-
ceptible, and horses can 
also be infected. Swine, 
birds and carnivores are 
more resistant to infec-
tion, but farm dogs and 
cats should be kept away 
from carcasses.

Affected animals are 
usually found dead with-
out any signs of illness. 
Anthrax can be pre-
vented by vaccination. 
Producers in regions 
that have experienced 
previous outbreaks are 
strongly encouraged to 
vaccinate their animals 

each year. If your neigh-
bours’ animals have 
anthrax, you should 
consider vaccination to 
protect your animals.

The carcasses of any 
animal suspected of hav-
ing anthrax should not 
be moved or disturbed 
and should be protected 
from scavengers such as 
coyotes or ravens, to pre-
vent spreading spores in 
the environment.

Anyone who suspects 
anthrax should contact 
their local veterinarian 
immediately for diag-
nosis. All tests must be 
confirmed by a labora-
tory diagnosis. All posi-
tive test results must be 
immediately reported to 
the provincial Chief Vet-
erinary Officer.

Producers are advised 
to use caution when 
handling potentially in-

fected animals or car-
casses. Animal cases 
pose minimal risk to 
humans but people can 
become infected through 
direct contact with sick 
animals or carcasses. 
In cases where people 
believe they have been 
exposed to an infected 
animal, they should con-
tact their local health 
authority or physician 
for advice.

Anthrax confirmed in ruminant species in the RM of Piapot

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

The underlying pressures and high 
stress levels of farming have increased 
the rate of the number of farmers in 
Canada who either kill themselves or 
think about committing suicide accord-
ing to a study conducted by Dr, Andria 
Jones-Bitton, University of Guelph. 

The survey compared levels of 
stress, anxiety, depression and burn-
out among farmers with those of people 
who work in other professions.  “Re-
grettably, we did see higher levels of 
suicide or thoughts of suicide among 
farmers,” said Jones Bitton. “Most of 
it is mild depression, but there was 
considerable evidence of moderate and 
severe depression.” 

Saskatchewan has one of the highest 
suicide rates in Canada, with about 200 
people  (not all of them farmers) killing 
themselves on average each year, but 

half of them are men between the ages 
of 20 and 50. The rates may even be 
higher, since some fatal farm accidents 
in fact may not be accidental at all. 

The survey showed that one in three 
farmers interviewed admitted that they 
have thought of killing themselves at 
some point in their lives.  Because 
farming is an isolated career with un-
certain rewards it can result in depres-
sion. Weather, grain prices, equipment 
failure, rising production costs and the 
recent pandemic have all affected their 
mental health. “As a human species, 
we’ve been designed and have evolved 
to be part of a group. So even for the 
most introverted people among us it is 
important we feel connected to others,’ 
said Jones Bitton. 

The government has established 
a Saskatchewan Suicide Prevention 
Plan,  but it doesn’t always have the 
number of suicide prevention counsel-
lors needed to run it.

Farming pressures and stresses 
affecting farmers’ mental health
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CLICKING or CALLING before you dig costs nothing. 
NOT CLICKING or CALLING could cost you and your 
neighbours everything!

The SASKATCHEWAN COMMON GROUND ALLIANCE and SASK 1ST 
CALL reminds everyone to request a locate for underground uti lity 
lines to be marked prior to any ground disturbance like digging.   

ALWAYS DIG SAFE!

ALWAYS KNOW WHAT’S BELOW

 www.sask1stcall.com

Travis Keisig, MLA
Last Mountain-Touchwood
lastmountaintouchwood.mla@sasktel.net
306-334-3444

Wishing Everyone 
a Safe and Plentiful 
Harvest!
When sharing the road 
with slower moving 
farm equipment, please 
pass with 
caution. 
Let’s ensure 
everyone 
stays safe 
this harvest.

20220907_Keisig_Grassland-News_Fall-Ag.indd   12022-09-07   12:17:23 PM

Box 129 – 731 Lalonde Street
Phone (306) 735-2210

THANK YOU 
Saskatchewan Ag Producers

APAS
Grasslands News 

Studies have found that 
only 46% of Prairie grain 
farmers feel that they 
are being treated fairly 
within today’s standard 
grain contracts. Recent 
reports have also found 
that grain contracts are 
heavily tilted in favour of 
the grain buyers. 

For many Canadian 
grain farmers, these find-
ings are not a surprise. 

SaskCrops (an alli-
ance of Saskatchewan 

producer commissions 
comprising SaskBarley, 
SaskCanola, SaskFlax, 
SaskOats, SaskPulse and 
Sask Wheat) and the 
Agricultural Producers 
Association of Saskatch-
ewan (APAS) have heard 
rising farmer concerns in 
recent years around lack 
of transparency of grain 
purchase contract terms 
and conditions in grain 
purchase contracts be-
tween farmers and grain 
buyers. These concerns 
were heightened by the 
events of the 2021 grow-
ing season and were also 

raised through resolu-
tions at the groups’ an-
nual general meetings in 
2021/22.

This has been a very 
active file for all our orga-
nizations since last year, 
as we attempt to bring 
more balance into grain 
contracts and improve 
clarity of terms and con-
ditions. Our groups had 
a number of meetings 
last year bringing farmer 
voices to stakeholders but 
also realized we needed to 
quantify and substantiate 
the concerns we were 
hearing. 

To achieve this, we 
commissioned a report 
from Mercantile Consult-
ing Venture Inc. which 
identified the common 
issues voiced by farmers, 
clarified concepts of fair-
ness, clarity and spheres 
of control within grain 
contracts, and suggested 
potential solutions. The 
full report was released 
publicly this week (and 
is available through all of 
our websites).

The report confirmed 
that there is indeed a 
problem, according to 
Prairie farmers, when it 
comes to their comfort 
with grain contract terms 
and conditions. Specifi-
cally, farmer concerns are 
related to a lack of trans-
parency in calculating 
buyout and administra-
tive fees. There are also 
major discrepancies in 
settlement costs amongst 
different companies, and 
difficulties with timing of 
a buyout. 

According to the re-
port, one of the key com-
plaints of farmers was 
inconsistency in han-
dling contract shortfalls 
amongst companies. “In 
addition, while many 
producers showed an in-
terest in standard grain 
contracts and standard 
contract resolution proce-
dures, many stated they 
will not use any forward 
contracts in the future 
because of the lack of 
protection in contract ar-
rangements,” the report 

goes on to say.
SaskCrops and APAS 

believe that grain con-
tracts are important 
tools to manage market 
and price risk, allowing 
farmers to reduce price 
risks and develop strate-
gic marketing plans and 
allowing grain companies 
to more easily sign and 
fill future grain contracts.

This report also sug-
gests, quite strongly, that 
improving grain con-
tracts for Saskatchewan 
grain farmers will benefit 
not only farmers, but also 
grain companies and the 
entire industry. 

Therefore, we believe 
that this issue should con-
tinue to be a top priority 
for our industry. 

Our groups believe 
that contract terms 
should not transfer an 
unfair amount of risk – in 
terms of grain handling 
and transportation and 
market risk – to farm-
ers. The report outlines 
several examples of these 
risks being reallocated 
through contracts, includ-
ing how railcar availabil-
ity can impact farmers 
through expanded or de-
layed delivery windows, 
even though farmers are 
not involved in those 
commercial negotiations 
and the risks are out of 
their control.

We aren’t looking to 
reallocate production 
risk from farmers to 
grain companies. Instead, 
we want to clearly de-
fine contract terms and 
conditions, so farmers 
understand their respon-
sibilities and buyers have 
set timelines and require-
ments to provide options 
if farmers are unable to 

fulfill a contract. 
The Mercantile report 

outlines several potential 
solutions for improving 
clarity between farmers 
and grain buyers, by en-
hancing elements of fair-
ness and balance within 
the contracts. Chief 
amongst these solutions 
is a commitment between 
farmers and buyers to 
collaborate on: simpli-
fying contract terms, 
achieving more clarity 
and transparency, and 
more clearly include both 
parties’ responsibilities to 
achieve better balance. 

Further suggested solu-
tions involve adopting 
a standardized contract 
that is fair and balanced 
to both the buyer and the 
producer and relying on 
the Canadian Grain Com-
mission for education for 
farmers on grain con-
tracts, as well as facilitat-
ing contract arbitrations.

Recently, our coalition 
has met with staff of the 
Western Grain Elevator 
Association (WGEA) and 
will be further looking to 
hold meetings with indi-
vidual members to dis-
cuss collaboration. Going 
forward, we plan to ini-
tiate discussions with 
stakeholders and govern-
ment bodies to move this 
issue, and our recommen-
dations, forward. 

The smooth workings 
of the grain supply chain 
depend on trust and coop-
eration between partners 
along the value chain. 
Improvements to grain 
contracts remains a top 
priority for our organi-
zations and we are com-
mitted to working on this 
issue on behalf of Sas-
katchewan farmers. 

Majority of prairie grain farmers don’t feel grain contracts are fair
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Specializing in anything
AGRICULTURE,
LAWNMOWER &

 SEMI TRUCK
• Heavy Duty Oil

• Come get your tool catalogs, 
ordering more tools all the time

• Lots of Hydraulic Fittings
• Custom-made Hydraulic Hoses

• Chain • Sprayer Parts • Hay Parts

306-853-7130
716 Lalonde Street • Whitewood, SK

HIRED MORE EMPLOYEES 
TO SERVE YOU BETTER! TO OUR

FARMERS 
have a safe & healthy 

HARVEST 
 
Rural Municipality 
of STANLEY No. 215

BELOW FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING!!!

Fouillard Steel 
SupplieS ltd.

ST. LAZARE, MAN.
1-800-510-3303 

www.fouillardsteel.com

B Grade Smart Board - 4 x 8 x 3/8 sheets - $35.00
Now Carrying SCREW PILES & Bin ANCHORS

#1 GRADE COLOURED 
- NOW - $1.25/sq. ft

B+ GRADE - NOW - $1.20/sq. ft
B GRADE COLOURED - $1.09/sq. ft

MULTI COLOURED MILLENDS - 79¢/sq. ft

STRUCTURAL STEEL DEALER

ALUMINUM TRAILERS 
– NOW AVAILABLE – 

We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you, 

the farmers of Saskatchewan 
for your eff orts throughout 

the years that have 
made you our Number 1 industry.

RM of Elcapo No. 154

agriculture

Fall Ag Week 
To everyone in the Agricultural Industry 

of Saskatchewan, have a Safe Harvest

Business Hours:
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon & 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. -12:00 noon  Sunday & Monday - CLOSED

• Personal Insurance
• Farm Insurance

• Commercial Insurance

• Hail Insurance
• Health Insurance

• Motor Licence Issuer

113 Ohlen St., P.O. Box 322, Stockholm, Sask.
Tel.: 306.793.2900   Fax: 306.793.2959 Email: stockholmagencies@sasktel.net

Stockholm Agencies Ltd.

Salute our Saskatchewan Farmers

• Notary Public

By Connie Schwalm
Grasslands News 

Last month, the Pro-
vincial Government pub-
licly released a letter 
written to Steven Guil-
beault (Federal Minister 
of Environment and Cli-
mate Change) demanding 
“clarification and expla-
nation” on the issue of 
Federal Government em-
ployees that were enter-
ing onto privately owned 
farmland without con-
tacting the landowner be-
forehand to request their 
permission to do so.

When questioned, 
these Government of 
Canada employees had 
indicated that they were 
conducting tests on water 
sources that were located 
on these properties.  

As Jeremy Cockrill 
(Sask. Minister of High-
ways & Minister respon-
sible for Water Security 
Agency) explains:

“We were made aware 
of three incidents in-
volving Government of 
Canada employees tres-
passing on privately 
owned farmland in the 
Pense, Mossbank and 
Pilot Butte areas. These 
individuals were seen 
driving clearly marked 
Government of Canada 
vehicles. The producers 
in the Pense and Moss-

bank area reached out 
directly to the Premier 
regarding these incidents. 
Another official then 
made us aware of the 
third incident that had 
occurred in Pilot Butte,” 
said Cockrill. 

“To my knowledge, 
there was one direct 
exchange between a 
landowner and these 
Government of Canada 
employees. That occurred 
in Pense.  In the other 
two incidents, the in-
dividuals were seen on 
the producer’s land and 
identified by the Govern-
ment of Canada vehicles 
they were driving. When 
confronted, these individ-
uals indicated that they 
were testing the water 
source (the landowner’s 
dugout) located on the 
property for nitrates and 
pesticides. These individ-
uals had not contacted 
any of these producers 
to request permission to 
go onto their property to 
conduct testing or for any 
other purpose,” added 
Cockrill.

These  inc idents 
prompted the Province 
to send the letter to Guil-
beault. In that letter, the 
Province advises that, 
“…all federal employ-
ees should immediately 
cease and desist any fur-
ther surreptitious entry 
on private lands, discon-

tinue all testing activities 
where samples are inap-
propriately acquired, and 
that the relevant federal 
department contact the 
Saskatchewan Water Se-
curity Agency to advise it 
of the extent and scope of 
this testing project.” 

In the letter, the Sas-
katchewan Government 
also demands that the 
Minister explain under 
which legislation this 
testing was done, noting 
that, “These Saskatche-
wan producers are also 
owed an explanation as to 
what authority these fed-
eral government employ-
ees are acting under and 
why there is no communi-
cation with them prior to 
attendance on their pri-
vate property.”

Cockrill says that the 
letter was posted on so-
cial media in order to 
make producers aware of 
the situation and ascer-
tain if any other incident 
might have occurred.

“The decision was 
made to post the letter on 
social media along with 
a phone number which 
producers could call and 
report any incidents 
which had occurred that 

we were not aware of. To 
date, we have received 
a handful of calls,” said 
Cockrill. “My MLA office 
has also received a couple 
of reports since the letter 
was made public. But we 
haven’t yet been able to 
adequately substantiate 
these additional reports. 
We are not aware of any 
such incidents taking 
place after the letter was 
sent.”

Cockrill points out that 
this situation comes at a 
point when those in the 
Agriculture Sector are 
already finding it difficult 
to trust the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

 “It is very important 
that the ECCC give an 
explanation as to why it 
considers testing like this 
to be necessary. I’ve met 
with producers and other 
involved in the Agricul-
ture Industry throughout 
the province this sum-
mer. And almost every 

single conversation that 
I’ve had has ended up 
being about the Federal 
Government’s Fertilizer 
Emission Reduction man-
date,” said Cockrill. “If 
the Federal Government 
chooses to go down the 
same road with pesticides 
that it has with fertilizer 
– there are going to be 
problems. There is al-
ready deep concern about 
what the Federal Gov-
ernment might be trying 
to do to the Agricultural 
Sector in this province 
and in the country in gen-
eral. When we see what 
seems to be a deliberate 
move by Environment 
and Climate Change Can-
ada (ECCC) to not work 
with producers – we be-
come very concerned that 
this might potentially be 
a much more widespread 
problem that would fur-
ther erode producers’ 
trust.”

Cockrill goes on to note 

that, “In our letter, we 
had also demanded that 
the Federal Government 
to explain under which 
legislation authority was 
given to do this testing on 
private property without 
the landowner’s permis-
sion. A letter was sent 
back to us by Minister 
Guilbeault.  But that let-
ter did not provide a clear 
explanation.”

“The Canadian Health 
Act was mentioned. How-
ever, the Health Act does 
not provide authority for 
this type of testing.  And 
if there was some concern 
relating to the Health Act 
- our response to that 
would be to ask why the 
Provincial Health Au-
thority wasn’t contacted? 
Other than that, there 
were some vague refer-
ences to “making Canada 
better” contained in Min-
ister Guilbeault’s letter,” 
said Cockrill. 

- SEE WATER TESTING, 17

Gov’t still has no response to water testing cover-up
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SUPPORT
PLANS

Includes phone support for the year (during and after-business hours), 
on-farm calls throughout the growing season, pre-season calibrations/
software upgrades, operator training and in-fi eld tuning of machinery and 
technology functions

BOOK YOUR HARVEST COMBINE 
SETTING SESSION FOR MINIMIZING 
GRAIN LOSS THIS HARVEST SEASON

Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK  •  306-434-6909

Contact Matt Yanick for more information:
306-434-6909  •  matt@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

➔ Precision 
 Farming Displays
➔ Autosteer 
 Systems
➔ Application 
 Control Systems 
➔ And more!
 Control Systems 

306.728.4002
280 Service Road North, Melville “It’s going to be OK!”

MORE THAN JUST TIRES!
- SGI Certifi ed Light Vehicle Inspection Station
- Heavy Truck and Trailer Inspection Station 
- Truck and Trailer Repair Center 
- Wheel Alignments, Oil Changes, Brakes, Shocks 
- Tune-ups and more!

the Farming 
Community!

We Salute 

Winter ti re season is 
just around the corner 
book your ti re changeover 
or ti re quote TODAY!

Beat the rush, get your 
WINTER TIRES now!

SEE US TODAY for a FREE wheel alignment check!

*based on one bedroom, single occupancy – utilities included
Studio, one and two bedroom suites • Full kitchens (fridge, stove, dishwasher) • Activities & entertainment 
• In suite washer and dryer • Scheduled transportation service • Dining room, bistro, library, activity areas, 

dance � oor, billiards, TV room • Security & emergency systems with 24-hour monitoring & response 
• Individual heat and air conditioning in each suite

Did you know…..we o� er options! Choose the lifestyle that’s best for you.

Selling Saskatchewan
Ralph Goodale speaks to the Canadian Club in Regina. Former MP Goodale, who is Canada’s High Com-
missioner to the United Kingdom, is working to improve markets for beef and canola in the province.

ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Ralph Goodale, who 
lost his job as Saskatche-
wan’s last Liberal cabinet 
minister when he was 
defeated as a member of 
Parliament in the 2019 
election, says in his new 
role as Canada’s High 
Commissioner to the 
United Kingdom, he con-
tinues to work to improve 
markets for Saskatche-
wan beef and canola.  

“Without the Euro-
pean Common Market, 
there is room to improve 
British access in a new 
Free Trade Agreement 
between the U.K. and 
Canada,” Goodale said in 
a speech to a recent meet-
ing of the Canadian Club 
in Regina. “We are proud 
of our top quality com-
modities and products,” 

he told the standing room 
crowd who turned out to 
welcome him home. 

 “More Canadian sales 
to the U.K and more U.K 
sales to Canada …we’ll 
work to get it done,” he 
said.

Goodale also pointed 
out that the war in 
Ukraine has increased 
the demand for Sas-
katchewan potash  by 40 
per cent. “Canada is the 
number one producer of 
potash in the world and 
the number two producer 
of uranium. We are the 
world’s third largest ex-
porter of wheat, and the 
fourth largest exporter of 
oil.” 

By invading Ukraine, 
Goodale said Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
has sought to weaponize 
food and energy as in-
struments of war. “As 
a country Canada will 

do everything humanly 
possible to fill the gap in 
food, fertilizer and fuel 
supply. Wherever Canada 
can help we will.” 

The former minister of 
Finance and of Agricul-
ture, and  Liberal party 
power broker, Goodale 
admitted he is  “a recov-
ering politician,” now on 
a steep learning curve to 
become comfortable in his 

new role as a pin-striped, 
“rookie diplomat.”

 Among his duties as 
high commissioner is one 
that is purely ceremonial. 

“You have to dress up in 
the fanciest of suits…. the 
more ribbons and badges 
and feathers you have, 
the better. It may look a 

bit silly, but it is diplo-
macy, and no one does 
ceremony better or takes 
it more seriously than the 
British,” he said. 

Goodale sells
Saskatchewan
in London, UK
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306-771-2733 / 1-877-337-3366

Don McMorris 
MLA for Indian Head-Milestone 
mcmorris.mla@sasktel.net

Best wishes for a safe, 
productive and prosperous 
season!
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Located at the corner of Hwy. 10 and Queen Street 
(The Melville Mall Parking Lot)

Hahn’s Petroleum 
(Mobil Gas Bar)

OPEN
Monday - Friday: 7:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Saturday: 7:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

A Big THANK YOU to our 
farming community!

A Big THANK YOU to our 
farming community!

Double Bar 
D Farms
Grenfell, SK   
• Family owned and operated
• 3 generations working together

As much as we strive for personal success we take 
equal pride in seeing others succeed!

Ken Dimler
c. 306-697-7204 

Mark Dimler
c. 306-697-7203

Email: kenshau@yourlink.ca

www.doublebardfarms.com

Melville | Springside | Ituna

THANK YOU Saskatchewan Ag Producers

306-728-4457 
MELVILLE HOURS  Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Saturday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Excluding Long Weekends

General Insurance and  Motor Licence Issuer 

@MA1974LTD

Submitted
Grasslands News 

Canadian farmers are 
directly impacted by cli-
mate change and its ef-
fects can be detrimental 
to sustaining operations. 
To provide assurance 
for producers as they 
make difficult herd man-
agement decisions, the 
Minister of Agriculture 
and Agri-Food, the Hon-
ourable Marie-Claude 
Bibeau, recently an-

nounced an initial list of 
designated regions in Al-
berta, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba where Live-
stock Tax Deferral has 
been authorized for 2022 
due to extreme weather 
conditions.

“Canada’s producers 
continue to show remark-
able resilience as they 
face challenges and un-
certainty due to extreme 
weather conditions. Des-
ignation of the Livestock 
Tax Deferral provision 
provides farmers with 

the resources needed to 
make informed decisions 
and focus on rebuilding 
their herd and their oper-
ations,” said Bibeau.

The Livestock Tax 
Deferral provision al-
lows livestock producers 
who are forced to sell a 
significant amount of 
their breeding herd due 
to drought or flooding to 
defer a portion of their in-
come from sales until the 
following tax year. The 
income may be at least 
partially offset by the 

Tax relief for prairie livestock producers
facing the impacts of extreme weather

cost of reacquiring breed-
ing animals, thereby re-
ducing the potential tax 
burden associated with 
the original sale.

Eligible regions have 
been identified based 
on weather, climate and 
production data, in con-
sultation with industry 
and provinces. The cri-
teria for identifying re-

gions for Livestock Tax 
Deferral includes forage 
shortfalls of 50% or more 
caused by drought or ex-
cess moisture. The Gov-
ernment of Canada will 
continue to monitor con-
ditions across the coun-
try to determine whether 
the addition of other 
regions throughout the 
year are required.

In addition to the 
Livestock Tax Deferral 
provision, producers 
have access to a compre-
hensive suite of Business 
Risk Management (BRM) 
programs to help them 
manage significant risks 
that threaten the viabil-

ity of their farm and are 
beyond their capacity to 
manage. BRM programs 
are often the first line of 
support for producers fac-
ing disasters and farmers 
are encouraged to make 
use of these programs to 
protect their farming op-
erations.

To help farm families 
succeed in a changing 
climate, the Government 
of Canada will continue 
to support farmers with 
the tools they need to get 
through the challenges of 
today, while working to 
build a sustainable future 
for the agriculture sector 
in Canada.

Submitted
Grasslands News 

The Western Cana-
dian Wheat Growers 
have taken a firm stand 
in opposition to a pro-
posed cut of 30% to ni-
trogen-based fertilizer 
emission reduction in a 
submission to the federal 
government.

The policy attempts to 
reduce greenhouse gases, 
but the actual reduction 
would be infinitesimal, 
and the impact on the 
food in Canada, and glob-
ally, would be significant.

According to Gunter 
Jochum, President of the 
Western Canadian Wheat 
Growers, the policy is 
precisely what Canada, 

and the world, does not 
need in a time of food 
insecurity and inflation. 
“The proposed cut will 
not have any significant 
impact on GHGs, but will 
reduce grain production, 
cause even more inflation 
for consumers, and cre-
ate global food insecurity 
at a time when markets 
are fragile due to events 
like the war in Ukraine.”

“Who will pay the 
price for this policy if it 
is enacted?”, asked Daryl 
Fransoo, Chair of the 
Wheat Growers, “Farm-
ers, the poor and the food 
insecure. This is simply 
bad policy. Canadian 
grain farmers are already 
less fertilizer intensive 
than most farmers in the 
world. We are already 
leaders.”

Wheat Growers challenging 
proposed fertilizer reduction 
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JUNE DAKU
Agricultural, Residential & 
Commercial Specialist 

RE/MAX Bridge City Realty
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Specialist 

RE/MAX Bridge City Realty
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RE/MAX AGENTS 
RAY NORDIN & JUNE DAKU
Serving Central &  SE Saskatchewan

You have had some of the greatest challenges in serving us over the years! 
On going diversities of farming, always learning new technology, ever changing weather 
and increasing prices! 
You are one of the hardest working people we know. We Thank You and appreciate You! 
Now we would like to serve You, LIST with us today and we will work for you to achieve 
what you deserve. 

Complete farm operations are in strong demand!

Parkland Seed Laboratories
CFIA Lab Accreditation No. 1242

P.O. Box 1630            
619 - 9th Ave. W.
Melville, SK
S0A 2P0                    

Desiree Price
  Accredited Seed Analyst

c: 306.730.0187 
e: parklandseedlabs@gmail.com   

Seed and Grain Testing            
• Germination / Vigor 

• Malt Germination / Water Sensitivity 
• Pedigree Seed Grading

• Diseases

By Delaney Seiferling
APAS 

Dr. Richard Gray has 
been working as an ag-
ricultural economist and 
farmer in Saskatchewan 
for four decades. 

But he has never seen 
conditions like the cur-
rent ones. 

“What’s going on in 
the world markets today 
is unprecedented in life-
time,” he says. 

For example, a year 
ago, most grain prices 
were pretty good, he says. 
Now they are about dou-
ble those high levels. 

These record prices 
and record levels of vola-
tility are driven by many 
factors, including demand 
growth, COVID-19 supply 
chain issues, the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, and 

government policies to 
address the climate crisis. 

All this has resulted in 
a global food crisis, but 
also significant economic 
opportunities for grain 
producers in the upcom-
ing year. And these op-
portunities could persist 
for decades to come, he 
says, given clean fuel 
standards and the in-
creased demand for re-
newable fuels higher. 

However, to full lever-
aging these opportuni-
ties, there will need to be 
changes both on and off 
the farm, Gray says. And 
farmers should be aware 
of the global conditions 
affecting our industry. 

Food prices and food crisis
According to Gray, the 

most obvious sign of un-
precedented market con-
ditions is the record price 

grains and the general 
cost of food. 

“According to the FAO, 
world food prices are now 
at a level that they’ve 
never been during my 
lifetime.” 

Last year, the Canada’s 
Food Price Report esti-
mated Canadian families 
would pay approximately 
$1,000 more on household 
food purchases in 2022. 

In Canada, this will 
mean a strain on many 
middle- and lower-income 
families. But in many de-
veloping countries in the 
world, the consequences 
will be a lot more dire, 
potentially resulting in 
food shortages around 
the world, as reported in 
the Global Report on the 
Food Crisis, 2022. 

This crisis has created 
some excellent opportu-

Provincial News
Grasslands News 

New polling data 
from iFusion Research 
demonstrates the federal 
government’s proposed 
30% fertilizer emissions 
cut is on the wrong side 
of the opinions of those 
who know this area best 
– farmers.

The research was con-
ducted at the end of Au-
gust and shows, among 
other findings, that farm-
ers oppose the reduction 
targets by an overwhelm-
ing 83%.

iFusion notes this pro-
posed change is currently 
being considered as a vol-

untary action – however, 
given previous federal ac-
tions, the concern is the 
next step will be manda-
tory reductions.

Wheat Growers’ Presi-
dent Gunter Jochum has 
gone on the record say-
ing, “A policy of cutting 
fertilizer use in Canada, 
a country that leads the 
world in prudent fertil-
izer use already, will hurt 
farmers, cut production, 
starve the poor, raise food 
prices for everyone, ben-
efit other grain growing 
countries and… increase 
GHGs through carbon 
leakage to jurisdictions 
that use more fertilizer 
than Canadian farmers 
do.”

nities for farmers, Gray 
says. Markets will pro-
vide strong incentives 
for farmers to grow as 
much grain as they can. 
And depending on global 
weather, Canadian grain 
could make a life and 
death difference for mil-
lions of consumers. 

But Gray says this is 
also why it’s more im-
portant than ever that we 
are able to get our grain 
to global markets, even 
if we grow an unusually 
large crop. 

“Policy makers in Can-
ada have a global respon-
sibility to ensure we have 
capacity in place to pro-
duce and move increased 
amounts of ag exports in 
coming years,” he says. 
“We can do well, by doing 
good – by making sure we 
have that capacity.”

Shortage of inputs
Input shortages will be 

a concern this season, but 
Gray believes it won’t be 
as big an issue as some 
people are projecting for 
Western Canada. Some 
pesticides will be harder 
to find and may require 
some flexibility in plan-
ning. Input prices will 
certainly be higher across 
the board. 

“Markets should gen-

erally work to provide the 
inputs. Our supply chains 
are better than most parts 
of the world.” 

The bigger concern, in 
his mind, will be short-
ages on the equipment 
side. 

“The situation is really 
fragile,” he says.

Between continuing 
lockdowns in China and 
container movements in 
crisis, timely shipments 
of parts could be dis-
rupted. 

He believes part of the 
issue is North American 
distribution networks 
have turned to stocking 
less and less inventory 
over time. 

“The idea is, ‘well, I 
don’t have to stock the 
part because someone 
else will have it or we can 
order it online and have 
it here in a day or two,’” 
he says. “But in a lot of 
cases, that North Amer-
ican market is empty. It 
just doesn’t exist.”

This situation will 
likely cause headaches 
for farmers this season, 
but not to levels where 
production will be im-
pacted a lot – as generally 
farmers have neighbours 
and friends willing to 
help out. 

But he does believe the 
shortage will be an issue 
for a couple years at least. 
Even as supply chains 
start working better it 
will take a while to fill 
the increases in demand 
for inventory.

Grain movement
Another major issue 

in Gray’s mind – and one 
that has been relevant for 
many years – is that the 
Canadian rail and crop 
handling system is not set 
up to accommodate or an-
ticipate increased grain 
production. 

These shortcomings 
were demonstrated in 
2014/15, when the rail-
ways were not prepared 
to move the record 76 
million tonnes Western 
Canadian grain farmers 
had produced in 2013/14. 
Much of that crop was left 
on farms throughout sub-
sequent seasons, and the 
situation was further ex-
asperated when farmers 
produced another record 
crop the following year. 

“It took three and a 
half years to get out from 
underneath that,” Gray 
says, adding that the is-
sues that caused that 
backlog have still not 
been resolved. 

- SEE GLOBAL MARKETS, 3

Global markets bring about 
opportunities for farmers

Farmers overwhelmingly 
opposed to proposed 
fertilizer emissions cut

Visit us online at 
www.grasslandsnews.ca

or phone us at 306-728-5448
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• Custom Grain and Fertilizer Hauling
• Short and Long Distance

• 22 Truck and Trailer Units

Call Bruce 306-531-4641
pandktrucking@sasktel.net 

Yorkton, Sask.

Growing our 
Agri-Food Exports 
In 2021, Saskatchewan’s agri-
food exports to the United 
States were valued at more 
than $4.3 billion. We are 
working to strengthen trade 
relationships to support 
our growing economy.

Steven Bonk, MLA for Moosomin 
306-435-4005 - stevenbonkmla@sasktel.net 
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FAIRLAND SEEDS LTD.

Your Canola Seed Specialist

Proud to support local communities

• Canola, Corn, Soybean & Forage Seed
• Certifi ed Crop Consultant

• Nexera Contracts
• Sales Agent for Nutrien Ag Solutions
• Alpine Plant Food, Micro-Nutrients,

Grain Bags and Net Wrap
• Glyphosate, Seed, Treatments, Inoculants

• More Products
• Same Great Service Guaranteed!

Call Tim at 306.730.9933
fairlandseeds@gmail.com

Melville, Sask.

Help keep your community’s history alive.
SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS

“The rail mentality is: 
save and save nickels and 
dimes everywhere, do 
not spend anything, wait 
until there’s demand,” he 
says.

This situation is of 
even more concern to 
him as Western Canadian 
grain farmers are increas-
ingly under pressure to 
produce more and more 
crops to feed a growing 
world population. 

He anticipates another 
crisis situation for farm-
ers at some point. The 
railways are already see-
ing increased demand for 
potash, lumber, and oil, 
and rail cars, locomo-
tives, and skilled labour 
are in tight supply. 

“Nobody knows how 
big the crop is going to be 
this year. But if we grow a 
good crop, there’s a good 
chance that railways will 
not be prepared to move 
it,” he says, adding that 
could also results in bil-
lions of dollars of losses 
for farmers. 

“So that’s a worry for 
me. And it’s something 
that’s preventable with a 
little proactive policy.”

Ag research
While high prices and 

markets can eventually 
solve many of the short-
run supply issues, there 
is a tremendous, long-run 
opportunity to expand 
production to meet future 
biofuel and food demand. 

The importance of 
a strong ag research 
program cannot be un-
derstated at the best of 
times, Gray says. But it 
is especially crucial now, 
as we face a potential 
global food shortage, and 
climate change is a seri-
ous threat to the future of 
humanity (and we are not 
on track to meet climate 
change targets).

“We’ve got a lot we can 
contribute to the world, 
both in terms of food se-
curity and climate change 
– and we can make money 
doing it,” Gray says. 
“The best way to do this 
is through a larger sus-
tained investment in ag-
ricultural research.”

Gray strongly believes 
that ag research is rarely 

given the amount of at-
tention it needs when it 
comes to policy discus-
sions. In recent years, he 
has been frustrated by the 
amount of federal money 
being directed into busi-
ness risk management 
programs, while longterm 
federal commitments to 
breeding programs, and 
ag research in general, is 
currently in question. 

“As an economist, I 
can argue – at the very 
best – that the AgriStabil-
ity program may produce 
almost a dollars’ worth 
of benefit for every dol-
lar we invest, but more 
likely it’s going to pro-
duce about 70 or 80 cents’ 
worth.”

Contrast that with the 
fact that, in the past year, 
Gray has published re-
search reports showing 
returns on farmer check-
off investments in wheat 
and barley breeding pro-
grams over the last 25 
years have been 33:1 and 
25:1, respectively.

Despite lots of evidence 
to the contrary, Gray be-
lieves the federal govern-
ment – and many farmers 
– still under appreciate 
the value of investing 
more in ag research.

Furthermore, Can-
ada invests a fraction of 
what our competing ag 
producing countries do 
in research, he says. The 
average research spent 
for all industries in the 
38 Organization for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and 
Development countries 
right now is 2.7% of their 
gross sales. Gray esti-
mates for the grain sector 
Canada’s spend is closer 
to 1%. 

Australia seems to 
have figured it out, he 
says, spending a lot 
more on ag research 
than Canada through 
an investment model 
that combines govern-
ment funding, levy-based 
funding matched by gov-
ernment, and end-point 
royalties meant to incen-
tivize breeders. 

“In the long run, their 
ag industry will run 
faster than us because of 
their ag research invest-
ments – there’s no ques-
tion about that,” he says. 

He believes that we 
should celebrate the gains 
we’ve made so far in our 
breeding programs, but 
use those successes as 
leverage to ramp up fu-
ture investment. 

“We keep being very 
proud of the gains we’ve 
made. But now we need to 
turn that into policy, and 
say ‘do more’.”

Grain movement
Farmers are busy 

running their own busi-
nesses, and oftentimes 
are powerless over the 
conditions that control 
their output. 

But there are channels 
– and situations – where 
Gray believes they need 
to pay attention and 
leverage their outlets to 
ensure the farmer per-
spective is being heard 
and considered. 

For example, it is pos-
sible to prevent another 

grain movement crisis if 
the federal government 
works early and proac-
tively to put additional 
capacity in place for the 
coming year. 

“Farmer engagement 
is needed to make this 
happen,” he says. 

He also feels that it will 
be critical for the federal 
government and farmers 
to recognize the impor-
tance of ag research, and 
then commit to funding it 
at increasing levels going 
forward.

But the problem is that 
these issues don’t pose 
immediate threats to the 
industry, and therefore 
can be put off, he says.

“It should be easier to 
think about these things 
during good times but 
the urgency isn’t there; 
there’s a natural ten-
dency to procrastinate. 
But at the same time, 
these long-term invest-
ments are the reason we 
are profitable and compet-
itive right now.” 

This is why it’s crit-
ical for farmers to get 
involved and push the 
powers that be, he says. 

“Is it going to make a 
difference in the next two 
years? Maybe not. But is 
it going to make a differ-
ence to your farm, your 
family, the next gener-
ations, in the long run? 
Absolutely.” 

“If we are lucky, we 
are going have some very 
profitable years. Farmers 
need to start thinking 
now about how we can 
invest to ensure an even 
more profitable future.”

Global markets bring opportunities
- continued from page 8

Wherever possible
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General Store
est. 2019

1-306-631-0224

OPEN:  Thursday 10 AM to 7 PM
Friday & Saturday 11AM to 4PM

Fusion Mineral Paint Retailers
1-306-630-7701 or 1-306-741-8944

213 Rose Street, Mortlach Sask

thefarmstandgs@outlook.com

paintedbrushcreations@outlook.com

1-866-249-4697 • www.drrobertkitchen.ca

Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

“Farmers are some of the Best      
  Environmentalists around.“  
               Ike Skelton

1-800-667-6996 
#7-401 Johnson Ave., Indian Head, SK
PO Box 130

duraline@sasktel.net

MEDICAL PRODUCTS

Canola fundraiser
Andrea De Roo wades out into the canola trials conducted this year as part of 
a fundraiser organized by the curling club in Indian Head, Sask.

PHOTO BY BRAEDYN WOZNIAK

By Braedyn Wozniak
for Grasslands News 

A small-town club is raising money 
to fund its operation by selling donated 
seed to farmers, who then conduct crop 
trials.

Members of the curling club in Indian 
Head, Sask., are using canola field trials 
to raise funds to repair their 95-year-old 
rink.

For the last three years, Andrea De 
Roo and Curtis Russell have partnered 
with Ben and Joel Cavers of Be-Ver 
Farms to host one of the largest field-
scale canola trials in Canada.

Under the plan, seed companies do-
nate bags to the rink, which sells them 
to farmers, who seed, spray and harvest 
the trials.

The rink profits from the seed sale, 
and the farmer gets to test different vari-
eties first-hand. As well, seed companies 
benefit by being able to test and display 
the plots.

The trials allow seed companies 
like BASF, Pioneer, Canterra, Corteva, 
Bayer, Proven Seeds and Brett Young to 
display products in 8.5-acre plots over 
263 acres of field north of Sintaluta, Sask.

Available to anyone who would like 
to see it, there are 27 varieties seeded 
this year, an increase from 26 last year 
and 16 the year before.

“Honestly, we would have shut our 
doors without this trial. There’s no way 
we would have been able to last,” said 
De Roo, president of the curling club and 
the agronomy lead at South Country and 
Crop Intelligence.

“At the time we need to fundraise for 
new (cooling) plants, just updating from 

water to an air-cooled system,” said De 
Roo. “And then our roof started leaking, 
so now we need to re-tin the roof.”

They remembered a $16,000 donation 
from Whispering Pine Farms in 2015 
from canola trials to the Little Castle 
Childcare Centre in town and decided 
they could do something similar for the 
rink.

When they came up with the plan, 
Russell, a member of the curling club 
and former Bayer sales representative, 
contacted major companies, which he 
said were on board by the end of the day.

Darren Luscombe, who is associated 
with Whispering Pine Farms and part of 
the trials, reached out to Ben Cavers and 
got him on board.

“I think everybody is seeing value, so 
it’ll continue indefinitely as long as that 
continues. I have young children I would 
like to curl and our community needs 
fundraisers like this in order to have a 
curling club,” said Russell.

De Roo carries out in-depth report 
on the trials. She conducts plant counts, 
uses normalized difference vegetation 
index (NDVI) imagery, crop intelligence 
and weather station moisture probes to 
“determine what our water driven yield 
potential is.”

This year, the trials are in very good 
condition. De Roo said the rainfall has 
been around 100 to 120 percent of aver-
age.

Cavers, whose farm is located nearly 
an hour away in Sedley, Sask., jumped 
at the opportunity when Luscombe came 
to him with the idea.

“They approached us about doing it 
and we thought it would be good to do 
something for the community and get 
our name out there a little bit where no-

body knows us.”
Russell said it can be difficult getting 

farmers to come out and tour the plots 
at times, but De Roo’s report keeps the 
companies interested and is the reason 
for their continued success.

“Getting info from Andrea, it’s always 
great. Any little bit you can learn from 
reading the reports is good, 100 percent,” 
said Cavers.

“We have a really tight knit group of 
volunteers,” said De Roo. “To bring all 
the generations together in sports, re-
gardless of your athletic level, is pretty 
unique.”

The fundraiser has brought in $70,000 
for the club over the last two years, and 
organizers expect to raise about $40,000 
this year.

Donated seed for crop 
trials help curling rink
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Transporting Grain Storage Bin
The T-Bin is a telescoping 10,000-bushel bin that can be lowered into a trans-
port position that makes it easy to move and then set up wherever a producer 
might require secure grain storage.

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

Pat Beaujot has never been one to 
pass up on a good idea.

The former CEO of Seedhawk (now 
Vaderstad North America) had been 
enjoying retirement. But when an old 
friend contacted him to discuss the pos-
sibility of creating a new grain storage 
alternative for farmers, Beaujot says 
that the concept of the T-Bin began to 
take shape.

“A good friend of mine named Dave 
Kosior contacted me about three years 
ago. Dave operates a smaller farm in the 
Filmore area. As a sideline, Dave was 
also using his ‘tip-trailer’ to move grain 
bins for farmers in that area,” said 
Beaujot. “We talked about the fact that 
a 5,000 bushel grain bin was the largest 
that he was able to move (which is small 
given the grain storage needs that mod-
ern producers have). Dave also talked 
about the fact that since the bins he was 
moving were taller than 17 feet – per-
mits from SaskTel and SaskPower were 
required to move them. These agencies 
also determined the route that had to be 
followed when the bins were moved, and 
it was sometimes necessary to lift lines 
if there was no way to avoid them. This 
created a lot of extra effort and expense 
for the farmer.”

“We felt that if a telescoping bin could 
be built which could be easily lowered 
for transport and then raised to provide 
grain storage where needed – that would 
eliminate these issues,” added Beaujot. 
“From there, we came up with the idea 
for the T-Bin – which is a 10,000-bushel 
Telescoping Bin that can be lowered 
to a height of 17 feet and width of 27 
feet for transport. That’s about the size 
of any large air seeder. So, no permits 

or predetermined routes are needed to 
transport it.”

Beaujot immediately saw that the 
T-Bin would offer several advantages 
over the grain bags that many produc-
ers currently use.

“The concept intrigued me” Beaujot 
says. “I could see how something like 
this would offer farmers an option that 
might better meet their grain storage 
needs than the alternatives they cur-
rently have available – particularly 
during the harvest surge. Many produc-
ers own or rent land that is a signifi-
cant distance away from where they are 
based. During harvest, they just aren’t 
able to haul the grain home to store in 
the bin fast enough. 

“Right now, farmers are using Grain 
Bags during harvest to provide off-farm 
grain storage. But there are risks as-
sociated with them. They also have to 
be cleaned up before the snow comes – 
which means that you have to either sell 
your grain earlier than you might want 
to – or move it twice,” said Beaujot. 
“With the T-Bin, I felt that we could offer 
farmers a secure grain storage alterna-
tive that would give them more control 
over when they sold their grain.”

Beaujot explains that building the 
T-Bin presented some interesting chal-
lenges.

“When we started thinking about 
how to build the T-Bin, the first thing 
we realized is that farmers would want 
it to be a Hopper Bottom bin. That 
would mean that the base of the bin 
would be narrower that the upper por-
tion – which is a challenge if you want 
to build a telescoping bin that can be 
lowered and raised – but would still 
seal to provide secure grain storage,” 
he explained. “We developed an idea 
of putting a series of support arms on 
the hopper portion of the bin and inter-

locking steel rings on the upper portion. 
This allows the bin to be raised and low-
ered while still sealing to give secure 
grain storage.

“The T-Bin also has 16 I-beams which 
hold it up. Every second I-beam has a 
hydraulic motor and chain mechanism 
attached to it that raises and lowers the 
bin. So, 2 people are able to prepare the 
T-Bin for transport or set it up for use 
in about a half hour. We have not seen 
anything like this anywhere else. So, 

we have actually applied for a patent on 
this technology,” he said.

Once the design was laid out, Beau-
jot says that a prototype was done that 
could demonstrate the advantages of the 
T-Bin to farmers.

“We had a 5,000-bushel prototype built 
that we could test. The bin was set up 
near Dave’s farm and filled with heavy 
Durham to test the seal. That test was 
successful. A company in Brandon was 

- SEE T-BIN, 12

T-Bin offers new alternatives
for grain storage for farmers
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Thank You
Farmers!
For working selfl essly in order to 
serve us with all the very food that 
is necessary for our very survival.
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hired to build a second 10,000-bushel pro-
totype – which was transported to Re-
gina without any difficulty and set up 
for Canada’s Farm Show in June. It was 
then taken to Saskatoon and set up for 
the Ag-In-Motion Show in July,” he ex-
plained.

Beaujot says that farmers who saw 
the T-Bin at these Trade Shows were 
quick to see the benefits of it.

“Farmers very quickly understood 
how the T-Bin could be a better alter-
native for grain storage. A 10,000-bushel 
bin is better suited to most producer’s 
needs. At the same time, a 10,000-bushel 
T-Bin can be transported using a tractor 
or a semi – the type of equipment that 
farmers already have. Farmers could 
easily transport one or two T-Bins to the 
field to provide storage there. Or they 
could move several into a yard site that 
they might have that was electrified – 
and set up a ‘T-Bin yard’ with aeration 
where grain could easily be dried and 
stored for a longer period of time,” said 
Beaujot. “If their crop rotation meant 
that this ‘T-Bin yard’ provided more 
storage than was needed at that location 
the following year (because a lower-vol-
ume crop was being grown there) – the 

T-Bins could be transported to another 
site closer to a high-volume crop. That 
would give farmers more control over 
their storage volumes. 

“Farmers who are close to retirement 
also noted that this would give them a 
good grain storage option that would 
hold its value – and be easier to sell. 
The farmers that saw the T-Bin at these 
Trade Shows were excited about it. If I 
had been able to sell them at those shows 
– I could have easily had 10 or more or-
ders for T-Bins per show,” he added.

Beaujot says that further testing on 
the T-Bin will be done this fall and his 
hopes are that farmers will be able to 
purchase T-Bins by the time next year’s 
harvest is ready.

“A third partner – Trevor Phenix – 
has come on board with this project. 
Trevor is an engineer whose experience 
is in the oil and gas industry. But he 
is interested in this idea and is lending 
his expertise to it. We plan to test our 
prototype this fall at Dave’s farm. And 
we are looking for a Saskatchewan com-
pany that can manufacture the T-Bin for 
us in this province. If all goes as planned 
– we’d like to start taking orders for 
T-Bins for next fall,” said Beaujot.

T-Bin offers new storage options for farmers
- continued from page 11

News Canada
Grasslands News 

(NC) - The Canadian 
food industry fuels and 
feeds millions of people 
every day. But farmers 
battle many risks when 
it comes to keeping this 
food supply safe and 
their businesses success-
ful. These risks include 
factors like drought, fuel 
costs, changing demand, 

and animal diseases.
For local pig farmers, 

one risk they manage 
is animal disease, such 
as African swine fever. 
Though this pig disease 
has never been found 
in Canada, can’t spread 
to humans, and is not a 
food safety risk, it’s still 
contagious and deadly 
for the pigs and could 
devastate an unprepared 
farm.

So how are pig farm-

ers preparing? While 
every farmer has their 
own tried-and-true way 
of doing things on their 
farm, practicing good bi-
osecurity is crucial to re-
duce risks from disease 
and contaminants like 
this one.

Here are some of the 
ways farmers are manag-
ing the risk:

Visitors - Ensure that 
any visitors or workers 
have clean shoes, cloth-

From farm to fork - how 
farmers are managing risk

ing or equipment before 
entering a farm, as these 
items can spread diseases 
if contaminated. If visi-
tors or workers are going 
to a country where ASF 
is present, they should 
declare it at the border 
and stay away from any 
farm for 14 days after 
they return.

Feed - The virus can 
be transmitted through 
contaminated feed or 
feed ingredients. So feed 
must be stored securely 

and purchased from rep-
utable suppliers. ASF 
also lasts for months in 
pork products, whether 
they’re fresh, frozen 
or cured. So pigs can’t 
be fed food containing 
meat—it’s actually ille-
gal.

Contact - It’s also 
important to protect do-
mestic (or captive) pigs 
from contact with wild 
pigs, as the wild animals 
could spread the disease 
if they catch it elsewhere 

– especially since they 
have wide-ranging habi-
tats and may eat contam-
inated garbage or scraps. 
Strong enclosures and 
secure feed help prevent 
contact.

Overall, it’s import-
ant to follow national 
and regional regulations 
and recommendations on 
farm biosecurity to limit 
the threat of this animal 
disease. Find more in-
formation at Inspection.
gc.ca/protect-pigs.

Farm food safety
Canadian farmers battle many risks to supply the world with food, including 
animal diseases such as African swine flu in pigs. To prevent this, numerous 
precautions are taken on the farm to prevent devastating the industry.

NEWS CANADA | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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CONTACT US

FARMING IS NOT 
JUST A JOB, 

IT IS A WAY OF LIFE
Thank you to our farming partners for your dedication, 

passion and commitment to agriculture. 

Whether you are looking to build a barn, 
pick up your daily supplies,

or upgrading equipment 
- we are here for you.  

SASKATOON,SK 
876B 60th St. E, 
Saskatoon, SK
S7K 8G8
306.382.0700

SWIFT CURRENT, SK
1551 Chaplin St. West
Swift Current, SK
S9H 0H1
306.773.7999 www.westernagsystems.com

Submitted
Grasslands News 

The Government of 
Saskatchewan is ex-
panding eligibility for 
the Saskatchewan Loan 
Forgiveness for Veteri-
narians and Veterinary 
Technologists program. 
Any Saskatchewan vet-
erinary practice that of-
fers veterinary services 
to livestock stakeholders 
from rural or remote com-
munities is now eligible, 
which includes, but is not 
limited to, ambulatory 
service delivery. This ex-
pansion is in addition to 
designated communities 
previously announced 

in 2021, and the service 
threshold continues to be 
a minimum of 400 hours 
of services over a twelve-
month period.

Saskatchewan’s grow-
ing economy is fueling 
high demand for veteri-
nary professionals work-
ing in our rural and 
remote communities. 
This program is intended 
to attract veterinary pro-
fessionals to work in 
rural areas by forgiving a 
portion of their Saskatch-
ewan Student Loan debt 
for up to five years to a 
maximum of $20,000.

“We recognize that the 
veterinarian shortages 
in rural Saskatchewan 
will take ongoing collab-
oration to resolve,” Ag-
riculture Minister David 
Marit said. “The Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan 
takes this issue seriously 
and is committed to con-
tinuing to find additional 
solutions.”

“This expansion will 
ensure that veterinary 
professionals providing 
services to smaller com-
munities are eligible for 
the program,” Advanced 
Education Minister Gor-
don S. Wyant, Q.C. said. 
“It is a positive step for-
ward in addressing the 
need for veterinarians 

and veterinary technol-
ogists in rural and un-
der-serviced communities 
in Saskatchewan.”

“The SCA is very 
pleased with the govern-
ment’s announcement 
today regarding changes 
to the Loan Forgiveness 
Program for vets and vet 
techs,” said Saskatche-
wan Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion Chair Arnold Balicki. 
“Our industry, like many 
others, is facing a short-
age of vets which can 
negatively impact our 
industry, our ability to 
expand, our need for an 
established vet/client re-
lationship for access to 
drugs and even animal 
welfare. We had raised 
concerns with the govern-
ment previously around 
the qualifying param-
eters for this program. 
We truly appreciate that 
they took our concerns to 
heart and made the nec-
essary changes to allow 
clinics in larger centres 
such as Prince Albert, 
who also serve rural cli-
ents, to now qualify.”

The Loan Forgiveness 
for Veterinarians and 
Veterinary Technologists 
program was announced 
in 2021 and began accept-
ing applications on Janu-
ary 1, 2022.

Sask. expands loan
forgiveness for vets

LET US KNOW LET US
KNOW

Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
Email: editor@grasslandsnews.ca

Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
Email: editor@grasslandsnews.ca

Do you know something that would make
a great news story? About an event... or a person...

or an organization. Let us know.

Do you know something that 
would makea great news story? 
About an event... or a person...

or an organization. Let us know.
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Provincial
Grasslands News 

Last week’s conditions 
allowed producers all over 
the province to make great 
progress with their har-
vest operations. Forty-two 
per cent of the crop has 
been harvested across the 
province, up from 23 per 
cent last week and slightly 
ahead of the five-year av-
erage (2017-2021) of 40 per 
cent. An additional 20 per 
cent of the crop is ready 
to swath or straight-cut. 
Crops that were not ready 
for harvest have quickly 
ripened after a stretch of 
warm and dry days.

The southwest region 
continues to lead harvest 
operations with 83 per cent 
of the crop now combined. 
The west-central has 61 
per cent of their crop har-
vested, the southeast 33 
per cent, the northwest 28 
per cent, the east-central 
27 per cent and the north-
east 21 per cent.

Winter cereals are very 
close to being completed 
with 96 per cent of winter 
wheat and 84 per cent of 
fall rye harvested. Nine-
ty-one per cent of lentils 
and field peas, 70 per cent 
of durum, 52 per cent 
of barley, 40 per cent of 
spring wheat and 22 per 
cent of the canola crop has 

now been combined.
 The current estimated 

averages of crop yields 
are 43 bushels per acre 
for hard red spring wheat, 
30 bushels per acre for 
durum, 34 bushels per 
acre for canola, 34 bushels 
per acre for field peas and 
1,174 pounds per acre for 
lentils. Crop yields in the 
southwest and west-cen-
tral regions have been 
greatly affected by the ex-
tremely hot and dry condi-
tions experienced during 
critical growing stages 
this season; yields are sig-
nificantly lower in these 
areas than the provincial 
averages.

There was very little 
rainfall across the prov-
ince this past week which 
allowed crops to ripen to a 
point where they could be 
harvested without delay. 
The Prince Albert area 
received 13 mm and the 
Garrick area received five 
mm.

Cropland topsoil mois-
ture is rated as one per 
cent surplus, 42 per cent 
adequate, 34 per cent short 
and 23 per cent very short. 
Hay and pasture land top-
soil moisture is rated as 
one per cent surplus, 35 
per cent adequate, 39 per 
cent short and 25 per cent 
very short.

The majority of crop 
damage this past week 

was attributed to wind 
and grasshoppers. Strong 
winds blew swaths around 
fields and will result in 
yield loss and a difficult 
harvest for affected pro-
ducers. Strong winds are 
likely to shell out very 
ripe crops leading to crop 
yield reductions as well. 
Grasshoppers will con-
tinue to be a significant 
problem until conditions 
are less favourable for 
them. Producers have no-
ticed a slight increase of 
ergot fungus in their ce-
real fields this year, likely 
due to the increase in pre-
cipitation received during 
the crop flowering stage.

Crop producers are 
busy combining, swathing, 
desiccating, baling straw 
and hauling bales. Live-
stock producers are busy 
moving cattle, hauling 
water and taking inven-
tory of their winter feed 
supplies.

With harvest underway 
in Saskatchewan, we want 
to remind producers to 
take breaks, exercise cau-
tion and remain safe. Re-
member to ensure lights 
and reflectors are in good 
working order when mov-
ing equipment. We ask mo-
torists to remain vigilant 
and to exercise patience 
when traveling around or 
near farm equipment on 
the highway.

Provincial
Grasslands News 

Clubroot is a soil-borne disease of 
cruciferous crops, including canola, that 
causes deformed, swollen roots (galls) 
which restrict the plant’s ability to ob-
tain water and nutrients from the soil. 
If not properly managed, clubroot can 
cause significant yield loss, as high as 30 
to 100 per cent in fields with severe infes-
tations. This suggests that clubroot poses 
a significant threat to the Saskatchewan 
canola industry.

Resting spores are the main survival 
structures of the clubroot pathogen. 
They are extremely resilient to harsh 
environmental conditions and can sur-
vive in the soil for years. Clubroot was 
first identified on canola in Alberta, in 
12 fields in Sturgeon County in 2003. By 
2020, more than 3,000 fields in Alberta 
with confirmed clubroot infestations had 
been reported, meaning the pathogen can 
spread rapidly. Managing the disease is 
challenging and most cultural or chemi-
cal control methods are either not prac-
tical or too expensive to implement. The 
deployment of clubroot-resistant canola 
cultivars has been the most convenient 
and cost-effective way to manage the 
disease, but the recent identification of 
novel pathotypes capable of overcoming 
this resistance represents an additional 
challenge to clubroot management.

Clubroot was declared a pest under 
The Pest Control Act in 2009 in Saskatch-
ewan to strengthen clubroot surveillance, 
prevention, and control in the province. 
To date, clubroot visible symptoms have 
only been officially confirmed in 80 com-
mercial canola fields in 29 Rural Munic-
ipalities (RMs) in Saskatchewan. This 
still suggests a relatively limited spread 
of the disease in the province and under-
lines the need to continue monitoring 
and managing clubroot effectively. Rural 
Municipalities have authority under The 
Pest Control Act to undertake prevention 
and enforcement measures related to the 

spread and control of the disease.
The Saskatchewan Ministry of Agri-

culture is committed to a science- based 
and farmer-driven approach to clubroot 
regulation and to working with RMs to 
develop effective and consistent manage-
ment plans. The key to clubroot manage-
ment is to keep pathogen levels low to 
minimize yield loss. This can be accom-
plished through an integrated approach 
that includes extended crop rotations (a 
minimum of a three-year rotation which 
is a two-year break from canola and 
other cruciferous crops) and the use of 
clubroot-resistant varieties, regardless 
of whether clubroot is confirmed in the 
area. In areas and fields where clubroot 
and/or the clubroot pathogen are not 
known to be present, the spread or intro-
duction of clubroot can be minimized by 
limiting soil movement.

Producers and agrologists who wish to 
test for clubroot can sign up for a free 
soil test at https://agsurveys.gov.sk.ca/
s3/2022-Clubroot- Monitoring-Program. 
The testing kit comes with a brochure 
on how to collect a sample and where to 
mail it. The 2021 Clubroot Distribution 
in Saskatchewan Map is also available 
for anyone who wants to know where 
cases have been confirmed (https://
www. saskatchewan.ca/business/agri-
culture-natural-resources-and-industry/
agribusiness-farmers-and-ranchers/
crops-and-irrigation/disease/club-
root-of-canola).

Weather allowing farmers to 
make progress with harvest

Why clubroot remains a declared pest
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OXBOW, SK
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By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

Last weekend, the Wilson family 
hosted their annual Old-Time Har-
vest demonstration on their farm near 
Wawota. The event gave some people 
an opportunity to revisit old memories 
while allowing others a chance to make 
brand-new ones.

Ken Wilson says that the Old-Time 
Harvest Celebration grew out of an in-
terest in antique farm equipment.

“I started out collecting old trac-
tors and farm equipment in 1992 with 
a ‘W-4’ tractor (the kind that was first 
introduced in 1940). I went ahead and 
‘spiffed’ it up a bit in about 1996. Then 
I bought a couple more. My son Kevin 
wasn’t sure what we should do with 
them. He actually suggested that maybe 
we should sell them. But I’d gotten in-
terested in old-time harvest demonstra-
tions by that point,” said Wilson. “One 
weekend, there was a threshing demon-
stration happening in North Dakota 
and the same time that there was one in 

Oxbow. So, we decided that I would go 
to one – and Kevin would go to the other 
one. He came back from that and said 
to me, ‘Dad…we have to do this!’ So, in 
2015, we had our first Old-Time Harvest 
Demonstration here and it became an 
annual event.”

“People seem to enjoy it,” he added. 
“In 2019, just before COVID, we had 
about 200 people sign our Guest Regis-
ter. I’m not sure that we had as many 
this year. But there was a good-sized 
crowd that came out for it!” 

Ken’s son Kevin admits that both he 
and his dad have become “addicted” to 
hosting and taking in events like this.

“I’ll admit that we’ve gotten involved 
in this – hook, line and sinker. Along 
with hosting this event ourselves, we go 
to others like it (such as the Old Time 
Harvest demonstration that’s held in 
Elkhorn on July 1st). It’s fun to collect 
old equipment. But you really want to 
have some purpose for it. You also have 
to run it once in a while, in order to 
maintain it. Hosting a show like this 
gives us a reason to do that. Once you 
start doing something like this – you 

Cutting and binding 
This antique tractor and binder were in full operation on the Wilson Farm last 
weekend. Kevin Wilson says that events like this can help people relive mem-
ories and learn a bit about how “our pioneers fed the world.”

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS

kinda ‘get the bug’ and want to add 
more pieces of equipment and expand 
the show! Then you get a few friends 
and neighbors that ‘get the bug’ too – 
and they want to help out. Before you 
know it – the whole thing has become 
an event that a lot of people look for-
ward to every year. People actually get 
a bit sad when it’s over – because they 
have to wait 364 days for the next one,” 
said Wilson.

Kevin notes that the Old-Time Har-
vest demonstration is something that 
people of all ages can enjoy.

“The older people really get into it 
because they remember doing some of 

these things back in the day. So, it’s a 
trip down Memory Lane for them. I’m 
not sure that the kids really understand 
that this is how the pioneers used to 
feed the world. But they sure get a kick 
out of it! It’s something that they’ve 
never seen before – and wouldn’t have a 
chance to see without coming to a show 
like this,” said Wilson.

He adds that the Old Time Harvest 
demonstration is also something that 
will continue.

“It really is something that gets into 
your blood. So, as long as people keep 
on coming out for it and enjoy it – we’re 
going to keep on doing it,” he said.

Old-time harvest held on farm near Wawota

Enthusiastic Threshing Crew
People of all ages enjoyed coming out to the Wilson Farm near Wawota last 
weekend to watch and/or take part in the Old Time Harvest Demonstration 
held there.

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Email to: ads@grasslandsnews.ca or call: 1-844-GNG-NEWS (Ext. #2)

Don’t leave your customers in 
the dark. Tell them what you 
are doing.
Advertise your local business in 
your community newspaper.
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Thanks for Helping 
Feed the World
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HILLSIDE WELDING 
Keith Lang, Melville SK 
1-306-728-4095
Services 

• Welding
• Fabricati ng
• Break Work
• Shearing
• Aluminum 
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  Roller Chain
• Bearings

• Hydraulic Hose   
  Repair
• Grade 5 & 8 
  Bolts
• Metric Bolts 
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• Mobile Unit

To everyone in the Agricultural Industry of 
Saskatchewan, have a safe season.

Getting noticed
Jessica Raiwet, a grade 12 student from Whitewood, has been invited by Grand Prix 
riders Lynne Stephenson and Beda Wachter to live and train at their facility in Innisfail, 
AB after her performance at the Rocky Mountain Show Jumping event in August.

SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Jessica Raiwet, a grade twelve stu-
dent, has left the quiet farm life with 
her family and her school friends in 
Whitewood to work with two Grand Prix 
riders in the world of Equestrian horse 
jumping at their ranch in Innisfail, AB.

Jessica, daughter of Marcy and Rob 
Raiwet, has a love for horses and began 
training in 2017. She has excelled in 
many of the skills required and over the 
years has received 1st in placing during 
competitions. 

While competing at Rocky Moun-
tain Show Jumping at Anderson Ranch, 
headquarters of RMSJ (a state-of-the-art 
equestrian facility located just south 
of Calgary) in August of this year, Jes-
sica was presented a very unique and 
undoubtedly the first-of-its-kind oppor-
tunity for the Whitewood area. Jessica 
was invited to take on a working student 
opportunity involving equestrian show 
jumping.

Jessica was at Rocky Mountain Show 
Jumping competition from August 9 to 
14 this year and received two 1st Place 
finishes on her horse Bellissima, one in 
Training Hunter and the other in Modi-
fied Hunter. 

A bit of investigation for informa-
tion on competitions shows that expert 
horsemen judge hunters subjectively on 
the basis of their style and movement, 
conformation (in some classes), and 

overall picture, as well as on the quality 
of the rounds themselves. In the jumper 
divisions, judging is entirely objective, 
based on faults incurred for refusals, 
runouts, rails down, falls, and seconds 
over the optimum time.

To do the hunters, you have to be 
interested in the very detailed, artistic 
process of producing good performances, 
and you have to be interested in compet-
ing for your own satisfaction. (A lovely 
round in the rider’s eyes may be differ-
ent in the judge’s eyes). 

The Rocky Mountain Show Jumping 
competition is famous for some of the 
biggest names in Show Jumping compet-
ing in the Grand Prix area.   

Amongst these this summer were 
Lynne Stephenson and Beda Wachter, 
who recognized the talents of Jessica 
as a rider, and invited her to join their 
team at Wachter Horses.

Wachter Horses is a full service show-
jumping and breeding business operat-
ing out of their state-of-art facility in 
Innisfail, Alberta. 

Jessica will ride and help train some 
of their young horses.  She has taken 
her two horses, Bellissima a 10-year old 
Sporthorse and Harlanabella a 7-year old 
OTTB, who she will continue to ride and 
show as well, all while balancing riding 
and finishing her grade 12 online.

Lynne and Beda are Grand Prix rid-
ers in the Equestrian horsejumping 
world and are well known, who joined 
their individually successful businesses 
into one high-performing team.

Jessica jumped on the opportunity to 
join the team when Beda offered her the 
opportunity to come ride with them at 
Watcher Horses where they deliver the 
best of North American and European 
riding styles to their program in a re-
laxed manner. The collaborative effort 
among Team Wachter’s riders, athletes, 
parents, spouses, staff & coaches reflects 
in each individual’s success.

Lynne Stephenson was born and 
raised in Alberta and like Jessica, has 
had a lifelong passion for horses. In her 
younger years she won many champi-
onships and awards and has enjoyed a 
successful showjumping career full of 
accolades and competing at all levels in-
cluding FEI (the international level for 
equestrian sports).  

Jessica has been coached off and on 
by Lynne when she goes out to Calgary 
for shows as well as clinics that were 
offered in the Brandon area over the 
years.  Lynne’s love of the sport goes 
beyond the ring, as she strives to share 
her passion and approach with others 
through coaching and training. She 
has helped riders realize their dreams 
from fundamentals to podium. She has 
delivered countless championships and 
establishing herself as a leader in the In-
ternational equestrian community.

Beda Wachter was raised in Switzer-
land and was riding and competing in 
Europe at an early age. In 1997, Beda and 
his parents, Kurt and Irene, relocated to 
Canada to open a large dairy operation 
in Innisfail, AB. However, Beda’s heart 
remained with the horses, and in 1999, 
with the support of his family, his focus 
shifted to pursue his equestrian ambi-
tions.

For over 20 years Beda has worked 
tirelessly to build an internationally rec-
ognized boarding, training, breeding and 
sales operation with strong ties to the 
European markets.

Leveraging his European riding style, 
Beda competes across Canada and inter-
nationally at the Grand Prix level. With 
the deepest understanding of horses and 
care, Beda brings a unique ability to 
coach riders from the “horse’s” perspec-
tive.

Lynne and Beda work as a cohesive 
team with the support of their expe-
rienced staff to provide a full-service 
horse and rider program.  Having two 
coaches means riders get all the support 
they need at home and at shows.

“This is a very unique opportunity 
presenting lots of learning, travelling, 
connections and new experiences with 
horses.  Jess is riding forward with her 
love and passion for horses and is very 
grateful to Beda & Lynne for giving her 
this opportunity and noticing her hard 
work and talent with horses,” her mom, 
Marcy told Grasslands News. “We miss 
her every day not having her around 
even though she will be back and forth.” 

Jessica’s new experiences and being 
away are made more rewarding as 
Lynne and Beta state their fundamen-
tals of their team are: We listen to our 
horses & teach our riders how to com-
municate with them in a way horses can 
understand, horse welfare & care are al-
ways our top priority, happy horses = 
performing horses, working with horses 
is a privilege, time in the ring should 
feel easier then training at home and 
horsemanship is simple tasks done with 
excellence. 

Jessica Raiwet

From farm girl to training
with Grand Prix riders
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Minister Guilbeault has also made 
some comments about the matter on 
Twitter. 

“On a political level – that has been 
the only response we’ve received from 
Minister Guilbeault so far,” said Cock-
rill. “To date, we haven’t received a spe-
cific and substantial response from the 
ECCC as to why this testing is deemed 
necessary or which legislation autho-
rizes the Federal Government to conduct 
testing in this manner.”

At the same time, media reports about 
the incident have tended to downplay 
the issue of Government of Canada Em-
ployees trespassing on privately owned 
farmland – something which Cockrill 
says tends to obscure more than clarify 
the situation.

“These Government of Canada em-
ployees were trespassing on private 
property and testing a private water 
source without the property owner’s 
permission. This hasn’t been properly 
outlined in the media reports about this. 
The simple fact is - if this testing was 
necessary – the proper thing to do would 
be for the Federal Government to con-
tact the Saskatchewan Water Security 
Agency - and contact the property own-
ers to talk with them about the testing 
and request permission to go onto their 
land. This is something that both rural 
and urban residents in this province can 
understand,” said Cockrill.

“If I were to go out on my deck one 
morning and find individuals testing 
the water in the pond that I have in my 
back yard – I’d have a problem with 
that. It wouldn’t matter if the individu-
als claimed to be from the federal, pro-
vincial, or municipal government. My 
response would be that – if there was a 
concern – you should be knocking on my 
door to talk with me about any concerns 
and ask for my permission before you 

go onto my property. The metaphor may 
not be perfect. But the basic premise is 
valid. No matter where you live – there’s 
no reason why you should have to accept 
as ‘normal’ a situation where individu-
als are on your property without your 
permission – no matter who they are,” 
said Cockrill.

He adds that media reports have 
caused further confusion by focusing on 
The Canada Water Act and suggesting 
that incidents such as this have been oc-
curring for some time.

“Media reports on this have tended 
to go into a discussion of The Canada 
Water Act. Journalists and others have 
jumped to the conclusion that because 
there is a Canada Water Act – that leg-
islation must provide authority for this 
type of testing. It’s also been suggested 
that this type of testing has gone on for 
50 years.  But Minister Guilbeault him-
self does not make any reference to the 
Water Act in the letter that he wrote in 
response to us. And while there might 
have been testing done of waterways 
like the North Saskatchewan River (for 
example) by Federal Employees under 
the Water Act – I have no idea where 
media claims that testing of private wa-
ters on private land has been going on 
for 50 years comes from,” said Cockrill.

However, media reports about the in-
cident have described some of the fearful 
and exaggerated ideas that have arisen 
on social media in response to these in-
cidents (such as the claim that Federal 
employees may have been deliberately 
contaminating the water with anthrax.)

Cockrill says that if the Federal Gov-
ernment is concerned about preventing 
“misinformation” such as this from aris-
ing – then it should behave in such a 
way as to create an environment where 
such notions do not gain ready accep-
tance.

“The onus is on the Federal Govern-
ment to approach producers in a trans-
parent and respectful way if they want to 
re-establish trust and prevent ideas like 
this from appearing on social media,” he 
said.

He notes that since the letter was sent 
to Minister Guilbeault about this issue 
– some positive steps have been made.

“The ECCC was put on notice with 
our letter. So, I think it unlikely that any 
further incidents like this will continue 
to occur (although we will be keeping 
our eyes and ears open and asking peo-
ple to inform us if something like this 
does happen again),” said Cockrill. “The 
ECCC has also reached out to the Sas-
katchewan Water Security Agency since 
our letter was written. We’re encouraged 
by that and hopeful that this might be 
an indication that they are taking a new 
approach.”

However, Cockrill emphasizes that 

an approach which includes meaningful 
consultation with producers and others 
who are directly impacted by govern-
ment policies would be more productive.

“Right now, it seems that decisions 
are being made in Ottawa that have a 
significant impact on producers and 
those living in rural areas – without 
any meaningful consultation with these 
stakeholders taking place before these 
decisions are made. That’s problem-
atic. I’ve toured a lot of farms in Sas-
katchewan. And I’ve been continually 
impressed by the work that’s done on 
these farms to produce high quality food 
products in an efficient and sustainable 
way,” he said. “When will the Prime 
Minister – or Minister Guilbeault come 
here and see what is really happening 
on Saskatchewan farms – learn about 
the work that our producers are already 
doing – and use that to make wise policy 
going forward?”

Water testing on private land
- continued from page 5
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It just keeps going
Although it might be a few decades since this combine was “new” it still does 
what it was built to do. This Massey Ferguson 82 was one of four old combines 
that were seen working on a farm near Wawota last weekend.

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Sask. Ministry of Agriculture
Grasslands News 

The best rodenticide for Richard-
son’s ground squirrel control in prai-
rie agricultural settings was thought to 
be strychnine. In large part because of 
environmental concerns, the Pest Man-
agement Regulatory Agency of Health 
Canada has issued a final decision to 
de-register strychnine for Richardson’s 
ground squirrel control. Given the great 
damage this pest can cause, its status as 
a regulated pest in Saskatchewan, and 
pending loss of an effective control prod-
uct, solutions for and recommendations 
to the agriculture community are needed.

Several products are registered to con-
trol Richardson’s ground squirrels (Table 
1). The Ministry of Agriculture, Crops 
and Irrigation and Regional Services 
Branches, in collaboration with Saskatch-

ewan Association of Rural Municipalities 
Plant Health Officers, and Alberta Agri-
culture, Forestry and Rural Economic 
Development, completed a comparative 
study to evaluate the relative efficacies 
of strychnine and several registered al-
ternatives.

Sites characterized by high Richard-
son’s ground squirrel populations in 
grassland and pasture systems were cho-
sen in Saskatchewan (Rural Municipality 
of Maple Creek) and Alberta (Municipal 
District of Willow Creek). Sites were 
scouted before establishment to ensure 
thriving Richardson’s ground squirrel 
populations. Sites were established in 
April 2022 by staking 0.16 ha (40 m x 40 
m) plots. A central stake was equipped 
with two low-latency game cameras, ca-
pable of night-vision. The combined fields 
of view of both cameras covered the en-
tire plot.

Live Richardson’s ground squir-

rels were counted daily pre-application 
to determine baseline numbers, and 
post-application for one week to evaluate 
reductions in populations. In addition, 
the entirety of all plots was walked daily 
to detect any dead Richardson’s ground 
squirrel or non-target species. An addi-
tional perimeter of 10 m around each plot 
was also walked daily. All anticoagulant 
treatment (Rozol RTU and Ramik Green) 
sites received second applications.

No non-target mortality was observed 
for any treatment.

Significant reductions in on-site Rich-
ardson’s ground squirrel populations 
were found for all toxicant treatments. 
On the Saskatchewan sites, comparable 
Richardson’s ground squirrel control was 
achieved with strychnine bait and with 
the zinc phosphide products. On Alberta 
sites, no differences in control were de-
tected among toxicants.

Costs of each product per acre, applied 
at maximum label rate, were calculated 
based on observed densities of 25 holes 
per 1600 square metre plot size. Zinc 

phosphide products were the least, and 
anticoagulants were the most expensive. 
Rozol RTU, can require three applica-
tions for efficacy, meaning that costs for 
this product could be $44.19 per acre.

An important consideration with all 
baits is timing. Best results are achieved 
if baits are applied as Richardson’s 
ground squirrels are emerging from over-
wintering, before spring green-up. This 
can be as early as late February in some 
regions. Once there is a selection of green 
growth, bait acceptance can be reduced. 
In the case of anti-coagulants, fresh plant 
material, particularly legumes, provide 
RGS with vitamin K. This is the antidote 
for anticoagulants. Strychnine and zinc 
phosphide have no antidotes.

Concerns over the de-registration 
of strychnine for Richardson’s ground 
squirrel control have been expressed by 
many growers in a year that is becoming 
increasingly characterized by high pest 
populations and pressures. However, al-
ternative products are available and ef-
fective.

Strychnine alternatives for
ground squirrels in prairies

Table 1. Products registered for use to control Richardson’s ground squirrel popu-
lations in Canada and tested for efficacy and non-target effects as part of this study.
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“Some people might look at my videos and think 
that I’m just some guy who likes to talk. But I do a 
lot of research on the topics that I talk about. And I 
make sure that the information in my videos is solid,” 
said Dickson. “There’s a lot of people watching these 
videos and listening to what I’m saying. So, I have a 
responsibility to put information out there that is fac-
tual and accurate.”

Dickson explains that his goal is to produce vid-
eos that are entertaining and educational – both for 
farmers and those living in rural Saskatchewan – as 
well as those who have never had the opportunity to 
experience life beyond the city limits.

“There’s this chronic rural/urban divide that ex-
ists. I’d like to help close that gap. So, I stay true to 
what the farmers and people whose hometown is a 
place like Tuffnell expect to see in my videos. Those 
are the people that have been watching from the start. 
But I’m also wanting to be able to talk to get people 
living in Vancouver or the GTA listening too. If those 
people find Quick Dick McDick interesting and get a 
laugh out of it – then I feel that means I’m headed in 
the right direction,” he said.

He adds that by ensuring videos on controversial 
topics such as The Canadian Fertilizer Ban contain 
verifiable information – he hopes to encourage others 
to speak out effectively on issues that concern them 
and prompt change. 

“If you can put something real out there that gets 
people talking – there’s a chance that you can make a 
difference. Look at what happened when they wanted 
to put warning labels on beef. There was a loud enough 
outcry that they backed down. With videos like The 
Canadian Fertilizer Ban I’m hoping that by putting out 
good information and talking about the impact that 
it will have on food prices (which impacts everyone) 
people might get a better understanding about what’s 
happening and speak out against it,” he said.

Although most Quick Dick McDick videos are 
directed towards an adult audience - Dickson also 
reaches out to younger viewers with his Little Quicks 
videos and occasional classroom ‘guest appearances’. 

He admits that parents are sometimes concerned, 
because the language used in some of his videos could 
be considered offensive. But he points out that any 
material he creates for kids (whether he delivers it 
through a video or in-person) contains age-appropriate 
language and deals with topics that are of interest to 

a younger audience.
“There are parents who are hesitant to let their 

kids watch one of my Little Quicks videos or be in 
the classroom if I’m there to talk because they assume 
that I’m going to use the same kind of language that I 
do in some of my other videos. I can understand why 
they’re concerned. But they forget that Quick Dick Mc-

Dick is a character. He might be me – but he’s me with 
uncensored BBQ sauce added. You don’t talk to your 
buddies in the bar the same way that you talk to your 
mom when you go for Sunday dinner. For anyone that 
was taught basic manners – that’s just common sense. 
When I’m talking to kids – I switch gears the same 
way.  I’m there to have fun and help them learn some-
thing. Most of what I do for kids is about agriculture. 
But I’ve talked to kids about social media and how to 
be careful with what they put out there too. Kids need 
to know how to be safe and understand that they live 
in the real world – not on social media,” he said.

While he takes pride in all the content he creates, 
Dickson says that giving his audience a glimpse of life 
on a Saskatchewan farm - is what he enjoys the most.

“The political satire gets a lot of attention. And 
I like doing that. But honestly, if that was all I was 
doing – I’d get tired of it pretty quick. You’re really 
going after low-hanging fruit with videos like that. 
There’s just so many ridiculous things happening in 
the world right now. On the other hand, I did a video 
not long ago called “What is Silage.” It took 12 hours 
of editing to put that video together. I have no idea 
how many times I climbed down off the swather to 
get the shots I wanted! But I loved it. That’s what I’m 
passionate about!”

It took Dickson some time to get back on the 
swather and discover the character that he would use 
to make his voice heard. But he says that getting to the 
destination was worth the trip.

“I was one of those people who grew up on a farm 
– but didn’t realize what I had until I left it and came 
back. I wish I’d figured it out ten years earlier. But you 
can’t go back and change what’s happened. So, there’s 
no point wasting time wishing you could. I don’t regret 
my time in the oil and gas industry. It brought me to 
the place I am and made me who I am…now. And this 
is exactly where…and who…I need to be.”

Quick Dick McDick grows from a joke to a YouTube sensation about farming
- continued from front page

QDM
Quick Dick McDick has grown so much in popu-
larity you can buy merchandise from his website.

QUICKDICKMCDICK.CA/
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