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According to FCC’s 2021 
Farmland Values Report there 
was an 8.3 per cent increase 
in average farmland values for 
Canada last year, an increase 
from the 5.4 per rise in values 
in 2020.

Saskatchewan reported an 
average increase of 7.4 per cent 
in farmland values. This came 
after a 5.4 per cent increase in 
2020 and a 6.2 per cent increase 
in 2019.

Manitoba farmland values 
increased by 9.9 per cent during 
2021, following a 3.6 per cent in-
crease in 2020 and a 4 per cent 
increase in 2019. 

The FCC Farmland Values 
Report highlighted some signif-
icant increases in average land 
values in several areas, with the 
highest recorded in Ontario of 
22.2 per cent and British Colum-
bia of 18.1 per cent. Two of the 
Atlantic provinces followed with 
increases of 15.2% in Prince Ed-
ward Island and 12.3% in Nova 
Scotia.

Farmland values grow in 
eastern Saskatchewan

While much of the Prairies 
were impacted by drought in 
2021, Chris Préjet, appraiser for 

Saskatchewan at FCC, stated 
that farmland in eastern re-
gions of the province increased 
in value because they were im-
pacted less by the drought. 

“In line with the national 
trend, we saw factors in with in-
terest rates, the favorable com-
modity prices, they were able to 
somewhat offset as the farming 
income was not as impacted 
from the drought,” Préjet said.

“The east side actually saw 
lesser impact from that drought 
so the operations in that half, 
generally speaking, were able 
to take advantage of higher 
commodity prices with their 
slightly better yields. That in-
creased farming income which 
increased demand, and supply 
wasn’t able to keep up with that 
demand.”

Although drought played 
an important role in reduc-
ing yields in some areas of the 
country, Préjet said eastern Sas-
katchewan was less impacted.

“It’s that impact from the 
drought, they are able to get a 
bigger yield than the west half 
might have got,” he said.

“Because of that, they (east-
ern regions) were able to cap-
italize on the higher prices 
which then generates more in-
come, that then gives more pur-
chasing power or more strength 
for demand, with more demand 
comes more competition and it 
leads to the higher market val-
ues that we saw this past year.”

Out of the six regions in Sas-
katchewan, FCC reported the 
east central and southeast re-
gions as the highest increase for 
its average of farmland values. 

The east central region in-
creased by 11.3 per cent, aver-
aging $1,900 per acre and the 
southeast region increased by 
14.7 per cent, averaging $2,200 

per acre, in FCC’s 2021 report.
“The southeast and east cen-

tral region had better growing 
conditions, more timely rains, 
that kind of thing, an overall 
less impact from that drought 
so that paired with the lower 
interest rates and crop insur-
ance pay outs, they were able to 
generate more income and that 
increased that demand. Those 
were the main things that we 
saw in those two regions there,” 
said Préjet.

A common trend that FCC 
found for farmlands increasing 
in value in most areas in Can-
ada, was because of high com-
modity prices, he said.

“Let’s say your yields are 
registered to what it normally 
would be, but then the commod-
ity prices are higher, you’re 
then generating more farm in-
come where you have more 
working capital, you can then 
use that towards your opera-
tion,” Préjet said.

“Some farmers were using 
that towards buying land, and 

with that purchasing power 
from that increased income, 
they were able to compete more 
for properties. That purchasing 
power led to more competition, 
with the supply staying the 
same but the demand increas-
ing, that generally leads to in-
creases in market values.”

He said the purpose of FCC’s 
annual Farmland Values Report 
is to get feedback and to help 
producers plan ahead.

“It’s another tool that opera-
tions can use to plan, to prepare 
themselves and to get a feeling 
about what’s going on in the 
markets and their areas,” said 
Préjet.

“They’re there locally, they 
do see and hear from farms in 
the area, they know their own 
markets so they use this report 
and on top of what they know al-
ready, to gauge where the mar-
ket is going.”

Préjet was asked what he 
thinks the future of farmland 
values in Saskatchewan will be.

“I can say that our econom-

ics team does see the commodity
prices being strong for the rest 
of the year. There is the uncer-
tainty of how the crop season is
going to go, obviously we can’t
predict that, but there is some 
optimism going forward this 
year. We’ll see how things play
out.”

“I think farmland values in-
creasing throughout Canada
just shows the strength of the
industry really, and that’s just 
reflected again in Saskatche-
wan. There’s a strong demand
which means farms are doing
well overall, obviously some are 
facing more challenges than oth-
ers but overall it just speaks to 
the strength of the industry.”

He said the reason why Can-
ada increased its overall farm-
land values was because of 
higher commodity prices. 

“It leads back to the higher 
commodity prices, low interest
rates and just that environment
that we were in last year, those 
were probably the main factors 
that drove the market.”

Farmland values up in southeast Sask.
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Seed cleaning
Craig Johnston with LanKenn Seeds and Agro Services Ltd. in Langbank says
that farmers from as far away as Carlyle and Broadview bring their grain in to 
be cleaned prior to seeding.

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

Everything starts with a seed.
It does not matter how advanced 

the equipment is that a farmer uses. It 
makes no difference how fertile the land 
is. Unless seed is put into that ground at 
the right time, the farmer has no chance 
of reaping a harvest.

For many farmers, the process of get-
ting that seed in the ground includes a 
trip to LanKenn Seeds and Agro Services 
Ltd. in Langbank, where Craig Johnston 
is the manager/owner. He says that the 
business was established to meet the 
needs of farmers existed in the Langbank 
and Kennedy area.

“My dad (Ervine Johnston) and Dave 
Jeannot are both farmers in this area. 
They saw there was a need. So, they 
started LanKenn Seeds in 1996 and Dad 
started operating it about a year and a 
half after it was built. About 20 years 
ago, I started here so Dad could get back 
out to the field, said Johnston. “When 
farmers bring their grain to us, we clean 
it for them. That means we take out the 
weed seeds and as much of the damaged 
grain as possible. That way, the farmer 

has clean (good quality and weed-free) 
seed to plant.”

Johnston explains that farmers can 
have several kinds of seed cleaned at 
LanKenn Seeds. 

“We clean different types of grain here 
including wheat, oats, and barley. We 
also clean some older varieties of peas, 
soya beans and lentils. And we can clean 
flax too. But we don’t clean canola here.”

While he notes that many popular 
varieties of seed are “old enough that 
they’ve come off of patent” there are still 
occasional limits on which varieties of 
grain a farmer can harvest and store to 
use as seed the following year.

“All the seed that farmers bring here 
to be cleaned is grain that they harvested 
and have kept. When a farmer buys ped-
igree seed from a Seed Grower, that seed 
has already been cleaned. Most of this 
seed is off patent. But if it is still pat-
ented, the general rule is that the farmer 
can grow once off of their own crop,” 
said Johnston.

Although farmers in the area still 
bring their grain to LanKenn, Johnston 
notes that farmers from a much broader 
area are hauling grain to the facility as 
well.

“When the business began, there 

were a lot of smaller farmers in the area 
bringing grain here to be cleaned. Now, 
most of those smaller farms have be-
come part of bigger ones. We still have 
the local farmers coming here. There 
are just fewer of them that are bring-
ing in bigger loads. But we’re also serv-
ing a much broader area now. We have 
farmers from as far away as Broadview 
and Carlyle coming here too. And many 
of them are bringing in large loads as 
well,” said Johnston.

He notes that even though canola is 
not cleaned at the facility, farmers who 
regularly grow canola often bring other 
grains in to be cleaned.

“Most canola growers do a crop rota-
tion where they’ll seed half of their land 
to canola, and the other half to any other 
grains. So, they will bring that grain in 
to be cleaned,” he said.

Johnston says that cattle producers 
have need of the facility as well.

“There are a lot of cattle farmers who 
are growing grain for feed. So those 
farmers will bring in quite a bit of oats 
and some wheat.”

He notes that the “busy season” at 
LanKenn Seeds begins after harvest.

“We start to get some farmers coming 
in late August and September, after the 
Winter Wheat is harvested. But things 
really pick up after freeze-up. November 
and December are usually quite busy.  

Then in January, you start looking at 16 
– 20-hour days. That’s the point when we 
try to get a few part-time people work-
ing here. Things stay fairly steady until 
seeding is done.  Then at the end of May, 
we shut down and get our maintenance 
done,” he told Grasslands News.

Johnston says that LanKenn Seeds 
has expanded over the years.

“We used to have the trucks weighed 
at the elevator. But when Parrish & 
Heimbecker shut down their elevator 
here 4 years ago, we got a weigh-scale 
in of our own. Now this year, we’re hav-
ing a colour-sorter put in. Any problem 
grains that show a colour difference can 
be run through that, and it will help to 
clean and sort it.  For example, it can be 
hard to clean wild oats out of oats. Wild 
oats and oats are much the same size. 
But wild oats is usually darker. So, the 
colour sorter should help us to separate 
that from oats more efficiently.”

Although the changing circumstances 
that come with each year’s harvest have 
an impact on LanKenn Seeds, Johnston 
says that the future looks bright for the 
company. “Over the past 5 years, some 
farmers in this area have retired, but we 
still have regular customers coming in 
each year. And we’re seeing new faces as 
well. Those new farmers mean that the 
number of customers coming in hasn’t 
dropped, even when people retire.”

Langbank/Kennedy area

LanKenn Seeds helps farmers
get their crops in the ground

Need to Talk?
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Sask. Gambling Hotline
1-800-306-6789
Farm Stress Hotline
1-800-667-4442
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By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Teamwork and a com-
mitment to quality are 
staples is the success 
of Vale Industries. The 
growing manufacturing 
company is located near 
Highway 1 in Indian 
Head and supplies high 
quality steel products to 
customers in the agricul-
ture and mining indus-
tries throughout western 
Canada and the northern 
United States. 

The business’ evolution 
from a farm to a well-es-
tablished manufacturing 
plant took place over the 
past several decades. Vale 
Farms near Indian Head 
began manufacturing 
John Deere ConservaPak 
equipment in the 1980s. 
The company name was 
changed to Vale Solu-
tions in 2009 when hopper 
cones and wheel handling 
equipment were added 
to the product line. In 

2014, brothers Chris and 
Grant Halford took over 
the business and began 
supplying custom-made 
equipment to mining and 
aggregate companies. 
With this expansion came 
a final name change to 
Vale Industries. 

In June 2020, Pieter 
Cruson and his wife Ken-
dra, who both grew up 
on farms in the area and 
have prior experience in 
the steel manufacturing 
industry, became the new 
owners of Vale Industries. 
That same year, the com-
pany added Grain Giant 
field bins to their agricul-
tural product line. 

The Grain Giant bins 
have a capacity of 6,500 
bushels, the largest of any 
manufactured in North 
America. Like the bins, 
hopper cones manufac-
tured at Vale Industries 
are designed for strength 
and durability. Function-
ality is also considered 
in the design since each 
cone’s interior is painted 

Grain giant VALE INDUSTRIES | GRASSLANDS NEWS

to improve product flow. 
In spite of challenges 

caused by supply chain 
disruptions and high steel 
prices during the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Crusons 
are optimistic about the 
future. The company con-
tinues to serve both the 
agriculture and mining 
industry, with a slightly 
larger customer base in 
the agriculture sector. 

Kendra Cruson at-
tributes the company’s 
success to high quality 

products designed by en-
gineers working directly 
from Vale Industries. 
“We have a small but 
mighty team of experts 
helping us to run a safe, 
and successful business,” 
she explained.  “We are 
a bit unique in that we 
have a whole team of 
engineers; we design the 
product, we engineer the 
product, and then we 
build the product – a one-
stop shop,” 

Vale Industries em-
ploys more than 80 full-
time workers and is 

seeking to hire additional 
staff. They currently have 
openings for welders, 
metal fabricators, and 
assembly technicians, as 
well as administrative 
positions. The teamwork 
and cooperation of these 
employees creates a foun-
dation for success.

“World class manufac-
turing is the philosophy 
of being the best, the fast-
est, and the lowest cost 
producer of a product 
or service. It implies the 
constant improvement 
of products, process and 

service to remain an in-
dustry leader and pro-
vide the best choice for 
customers, regardless 
of where they are in the 
process,” Kendra said. “I 
often encourage my team 
by reminding them that 
every little improvement 
counts and can have ex-
ponential impact on the 
person and the business.” 

For more information 
about Vale Industries 
products or employment 
opportunities visit www.
valeindustries.ca or call 
306-695-2460.

Indian Head

Vale Industries 
grows from farm
to large industry



By Drew Anderson
The Harwhal 

The Browns wanted to apply for a rou-
tine line of credit for their business on the 
edge of Yorkton, Sask., where their family 
has been operating a business since 1961. 
They were shocked to learn contamina-
tion from a neighbouring fertilizer facil-
ity meant their land was worthless, their 
application was rejected and their water 
could be unsafe. 

It was all supposed to be routine. Get 
an increase on the line of credit for the 
decades-old family business and carry on. 

Little did Connie Brown and her hus-
band Ward realize, that errand would 
shutter their business. 

Most recently, the Browns sold snow-
mobiles, off-road vehicles and RVs at the 
location on the eastern edge of the small 
city of Yorkton, Sask. It’s a third-gener-
ation business, which —  since Ward’s 
grandfather and uncle first opened at the 
location in 1961 — has sold everything 
from farm equipment to lawn mowers.

Ward and Connie Brown have been 
forced to close their family-owned busi-
ness selling snowmobiles, off-road vehi-
cles and RVs as a result of contamination 
on a neighbouring Imperial Oil property. 

The Browns didn’t think much of the 
agricultural fertilizer facility just west of 
their 11-acre property, but their bank did. 
When they applied for a line of credit to 
purchase new inventory for the shop, the 
bank required an assessment of the land. 
When it arrived, the report showed sig-
nificant groundwater contamination from 
fertilizers and the bank refused to provide 
any financing. 

Six years later, with no chance of fi-
nancing, their business is still closed and 
the Browns are embroiled in a legal battle 
with Imperial Oil — a Canadian energy 
giant majority-owned by ExxonMobil 
— which owns the land where the fertil-
izer plant sits. The family wants the Cal-
gary-based company to buy them out so 
they can move on, leaving behind land left 
worthless. 

Connie Brown looks over a contamina-
tion map in the home office where she and 
her husband Ward have researched and 
compiled binders full of documentation 
for their lawsuit against Imperial Oil. 

That sort of closure is unlikely anytime 
soon. 

Connie says she feels abandoned by a 
provincial government that allows corpo-
rations to get away with polluting the land 
without repercussion. For years, she has 
watched as the court battle with Imperial 
Oil gets bogged down. 

“I knew it would be hard to go against 
a big corporation in court, they have lots 
of lawyers and resources and they’d stomp 
all over us,” she says. “But I thought the 
ministry, because there’s evidence to 
show that this has happened, I thought 
they would support us.” 

“They haven’t.”

Imperial Oil knew about contamination 
long before Yorkton family: documents
Even though the Browns were oblivious 

to any contamination on their land until 
2016, Imperial Oil knew about contamina-
tion on its site as early as 2004 when the 
company commissioned an environmen-
tal site assessment, resulting in a 923-page 
document reviewed by The Narwhal. In 
2005, it commissioned a report into con-
tamination on nearby properties, but the 
Browns say they were not informed of the 
findings.

The Browns estimate they have spent 
hundreds of hours filing of freedom of in-
formation requests in an attempt to gain 
information about the contamination next 
door. 

Imperial Oil previously operated a 
cardlock fuel station on its property as 
well as operating a bulk fertilizer facility 
— where different agricultural fertilizers 
are mixed and distributed. Since 2005, that 
fertilizer facility has been leased and op-
erated by Nutrien, a Saskatchewan-based 
fertilizer company and the third-largest 

producer of nitrogen in the world. 
According to a briefing note prepared 

for Saskatchewan Minister of Environ-
ment Warren Kaeding in March 2020 and 
obtained by the Browns through a free-
dom of information request, Imperial Oil 
also neglected to keep the government in-
formed of any contamination on the site. 

“In 2005, Imperial Oil stated that they 
intended to monitor the groundwater lo-
cations twice a year and would advise the 
ministry of any significant changes,” the 
note reads.

“Since 2005, and until requested in 2016, 
the ministry had not received any further 
reports from Imperial Oil on this site.”

The Browns say Imperial Oil was re-
luctant to provide information when re-
quested by their bank, and they did not 
receive a copy of the most recent environ-
mental site assessment for the area, con-
ducted for Imperial Oil in 2019, until they 
filed a freedom of information request. 

Since 2015, Saskatchewan has required 
polluters to inform impacted landowners. 

A letter from the lawyer representing 
Imperial Oil, Alexandra Bochinski, sent 
to the Browns’ lawyer, shows the com-
pany was unwilling to provide detailed 
information even prior to court-mandated 
mediation of the dispute. The informa-
tion, Bochinski argued, was technical and 
would need to be assessed by an expert. 

“Furthermore, and for clarity, we note 
that Imperial Oil will not be in a position 
to provide comment on the environmental 
condition of either the Imperial land or 
the plaintiffs’ land at the scheduled medi-
ation,” Bochinski wrote.

“Rather, Imperial hopes to use the me-
diation to better understand the plaintiffs’ 
concerns, alleged damages and future 
plans for their properties, with the objec-
tive of moving this matter towards a po-
tential resolution.”

In an email to The Narwhal, Imperial 
Oil said it could not comment as the case 
is before the courts. 

The province required Imperial Oil to 
submit a corrective action plan for the 
contaminated land, including the Browns’ 
property. That plan was submitted in 2020 
and accepted by the government. It pro-
posed no action to remediate the land. 

There are now monitoring wells on the 
Browns’ property on the eastern edge of 
Yorkton, Sask. The wells have shown high 
levels of nitrates and nitrites. 

If the Browns sign off on it, something 
known as a ‘notice of site condition’ will 
be added to the official file and no further 
action will be required. According to the 
government, that notice is an “acknowl-
edgment by the Ministry of Environment 
that an acceptable level of risk remains at 
the subject site and results in a limited re-
lease of liability of the responsible party.”

“It kind of lets Imperial Oil off the 
hook,” Connie says, adding the ministry 
recommended they accept the plan.

“I said to them, ‘why would we agree 
to that?’ ”
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Family fights Imperial Oil over land 
rendered worthless by contamination

Plume of contamination 450 metres from 
Yorkton’s water supply: report

The nearest source of water for York-
ton is approximately 450 metres from 
the contamination, according to a report 
commissioned by Imperial Oil. An earlier 
report from 2019 notes the plume of con-
tamination is also slowly moving toward 
Yorkton Creek. 

The Browns’ property sits just outside 
of Yorkton’s limits, a short industrial strip 
flanked by a highway to the south and 
farmland to the north. At its eastern edge, 
the small Yorkton Creek flows through the 
flat prairie. 

It’s the kind of commercial strip that’s 
a common sight on the outskirts of many 
Prairie towns. The Arctic Cat off-road 
vehicles that once lined the parking lot 
in front of the Browns’ store competed 
for eyes with the RVs next door, a sort 
of marker between wide-open plains and 
city. 

That line between rural and urban 
comes into stark relief beneath the soil as 
well. 

The site assessment obtained by the 
Browns shows the groundwater under 
both Imperial Oil’s land and their own 
is well above provincial guidelines for 
all fertilizer contaminants analyzed. Ni-
trates, nitrites, sulphur and dissolved 
solids showed the greatest levels of con-
tamination. 

The Nutrien facility next door stores 
fertilizers, which are often produced from 
natural gas. In the United States, ap-
proximately 60 per cent of fertilizers use 
ammonia derived from natural gas. The 
Canadian Association of Petroleum Pro-
ducers boasts that 10 per cent of Canada’s 
natural gas is used to produce ammonia 
for fertilizer. If it is leaked or spilled, ni-
trogen fertilizer can have numerous nega-
tive impacts on the landscape.

The Assiniboine River watershed pro-
tection plan, which encompasses the area 
around Yorkton, cites agriculture and the
impacts of fertilizers on water quality as
the primary stressors in the region. 

Jesse Nielsen, the manager of the As-
siniboine Watershed Stewardship Associ-
ation, which oversees implementation of
the protection plan, said there’s little his
organization can do in the Browns’ case 
if the Ministry of Environment says there 
are no concerns. 

He said the ministry lacks the re-
sources to tackle all of the contamination
in the province and doesn’t want to set a
precedent by looking too closely at what’s 
happening on the Browns’ property.

Donna Brown, Ward’s mother, is a 
plaintiff in the Browns’ lawsuit against 
Imperial Oil. 

“I think that’s one of the reasons why
they’ve given the response to Connie that 
they have,” Nielsen told The Narwhal.
“Because any outsider looking in, it’s like,
‘wow, seems like there’s still some issues
here that, you know, are kind of being 
swept under the rug.’ ”

It remains unclear exactly how the con-
tamination began on Imperial Oil’s land
— years of operation at the fertilizer plant 
have meant ample opportunity for leaks 
and spills. Whatever the exact cause, it’s 
clear the contamination has built up over 
time.

Nitrate levels in one monitoring well 
on Imperial Oil’s land, measured in 2019,
were 237 times higher than guidelines
based on water potability and potential 
impacts on aquatic life, while nitrite lev-
els were just over 100 times higher than
guidelines. 

Nitrate and nitrite in water can have 
serious health impacts if ingested, particu-
larly on infants under six months old and
pregnant women. Infants can suffer from 
a lack of oxygen in their blood if levels
of nitrogen are elevated, leading to “blue
baby syndrome” — something that is fatal
if untreated. 

Yorkton, with a population of 16,343, re-
lies on groundwater for all of its drinking 
water. There’s no indication the supply is 
threatened by the contamination. 

Aron Hershmiller, the assistant direc-
tor of environmental services at the city, 
said that it is aware of the situation, but 

- SEE FIGHT WITH IMPERIAL OIL, 5

couldn’t comment at this time. 
Hershmiller said they do not see a lot 

of nitrate or nitrite in their supply, and 
groundwater on the whole deals with 
fewer contaminant issues than surface
water supplies.

The nearest source of water for York-
ton is approximately 450 metres from the
contamination, according to a report com-
missioned by Imperial Oil and submitted
to the province in April 2020. 

An earlier report from 2019 notes the 
plume of contamination is also slowly 
moving toward Yorkton Creek on the east-
ern edge of the Browns’ property. 

The April 2020 report concluded there 

Legal woes
Ward and Connie Brown in the kitchen of their home just outside Yorkton, 
Sask. They have inadvertently become amateur experts in environmental reg-
ulations while pursuing a lawsuit against Imperial Oil. 
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Real people

couldn’t comment at this time. 
Hershmiller said they do not see a lot 

of nitrate or nitrite in their supply, and 
groundwater on the whole deals with 
fewer contaminant issues than surface 
water supplies.

The nearest source of water for York-
ton is approximately 450 metres from the 
contamination, according to a report com-
missioned by Imperial Oil and submitted 
to the province in April 2020. 

An earlier report from 2019 notes the 
plume of contamination is also slowly 
moving toward Yorkton Creek on the east-
ern edge of the Browns’ property. 

The April 2020 report concluded there 
were no “unacceptable risks” from the 
contamination. 

Saskatchewan government ‘prefers 
voluntary action’ when it comes to cleaning 

up contamination
The Saskatchewan government takes a 

hands-off approach when it comes to man-
aging contaminated sites in the province 
and does not provide a public database 
on how widespread the issue is. There is 
an internal database maintained by the 
government, but details on sites are only 
released through specific freedom of infor-
mation requests. 

In 2015, the province moved from what 
it calls a “command and control” system 
of regulating contamination, to a “re-
sults-based regulatory model.”

The Nutrien Ag Solutions bulk fertil-
izer distribution plant is reflected in a ga-
rage window of a building on the Browns’ 
property next door. 

Those responsible for contamination, 
or potential contamination, enter auto-
matically into a process where the only 
requirement is to notify the Environ-
ment Ministry — as well as impacted 
landowners — of any potential concerns. 
Everything after that point, including 
monitoring and cleanup of the potential 
contamination, is not monitored.

“By default, the ministry prefers vol-
untary action at impacted sites,” the prov-
ince’s guidelines for sites impacted by 
contamination state. 

“This allows responsible persons to 
assess and apply corrective actions in a 
fashion that best suits their needs yet still 
achieves the desired result of a reclaimed 
impacted site. In the voluntary process 
there is only one obligatory touch point 
with the ministry and that is notification.”

According to the government’s own re-
cords, there were 2,712 contaminated sites 
in its registry as of Dec. 31, 2020, though 
it notes this is “not an exhaustive list.” 
Those represent only the properties that 
were reported to the ministry. The govern-
ment says 27 sites had notices of site con-
dition attached to them, removing some 
liability and essentially closing the file.

Imperial Oil’s failure to notify the 
Browns of potential contamination re-
sulted only in a warning letter from the 
government, issued in April 2020.

In an emailed response to The Narwhal 
asking about allegations from the Browns 
that Imperial Oil has not been compelled 
to follow regulations, a spokesperson for 
the Ministry of Environment said it takes 
a risk-based approach to managing con-
taminated sites and “ensures that those 
responsible comply with all regulatory 
requirements using a range of compliance 
and enforcement tools.”

The ministry said it could not provide 
further information when asked follow-up 
questions regarding impacts on adjacent 
landowners and their rights.

Connie and her husband have been 
busy learning the ins and outs of the sys-
tem and trying to get answers. They have 
written letters to the minister of environ-
ment, spent hundreds of hours requesting 
correspondence through freedom of infor-
mation and tried to ensure their fight is 
not ignored.

In one instance, where the family had 
complained of ongoing concerns with the 
operation of the fertilizer plant, a minis-
try inspector for the Yorkton region, Phil 
Decker, suggested a visit from an envi-
ronmental protection officer might get the 
company to clean up its act, but largely 
dismissed any concerted action. 

“Sometimes people just have to accept 
what their neighbours are doing,” he 
wrote to a colleague in an email obtained 
through a freedom of information request.

Connie says she feels the rules are 
stacked against her and the family busi-
ness. She can’t sell the land or get financ-
ing for her business, but still has to pay 
taxes and upkeep on the property. 

“It’s like we’re being punished by the 
rules, because the measurements show 
that we’ve got contamination. But yet, 
nobody’s giving any consequences to the 
people that are [creating the] contamina-
tion,” she says. 

‘Bogged down’ legal dispute with
 no end in sight

In its guidelines for dealing with con-
taminated sites, the province of Saskatch-
ewan says it doesn’t assign liability unless 
forced to do so through an environmental 
protection order — issued when a polluter 
does not accept responsibility for contam-
ination that could have a significant im-
pact.  

“Conflict between the person responsi-
ble and impacted parties are best resolved 
between the parties civilly,” the document 
states. 

That’s where Connie and Ward find 
themselves. 

After finding out about the contamina-
tion in 2016, the family launched a lawsuit 
against Imperial Oil in 2018, asking the 
company to buy their land for its value 
prior to the discovery of contamination, 
plus costs. 

“We’re not out to, you know, be bil-
lionaires out of this or anything,” Connie 
says. “Just a fair amount for our property 
based on it not being contaminated.”

It’s the financial strain which is her 

primary concern, but she says the impacts 
on the environment are also a worry. 

Imperial Oil, in a statement of defence 
filed in 2018, denies any responsibility for 
the contamination. It has now brought in 
Nutrien, the operator of the fertilizer facil-
ity since 2005, as a third party and alleges 
Nutrien should be held liable for any con-
tamination or costs associated with it. 

Nutrien has since filed a crossclaim, 
pointing the finger back at Imperial Oil 
and arguing its agreement to operate 
the fertilizer facility did not include an 
assumption of liability. It has also now 
brought in previous operators of the fer-
tilizer facility, arguing they are liable for 
historical contamination. 

Nitrate levels in one monitoring well 
on Imperial Oil’s land, where a Nutrien 
fertilizer facility now sits, were 237 times 
higher than guidelines based on water po-
tability and potential impacts on aquatic 
life, while nitrite levels were just over 100 
times higher than guidelines. 

In an email to The Narwhal, Nutrien 
said it could not comment on the case be-
cause it is before the courts. 

“It’s gotten completely bogged down,” 
Connie says, adding they have to return 
to mandatory mediation soon with all of 
the new parties tied to the suit. 

“They want us to be like 90 years old 
and forget our names. You know, that’s 
how they like to play it.”

Saskatchewan government is ‘shielding’ 
multinational oil company: landowners
There is complex science at play, and 

in reports that delve into groundwater 
flow and denitrification and risks. There 
are arguments over responsibility and li-
ability and how best to regulate contami-
nation. Things clean up over time. Maybe 
the water table is not impacted and the 
land can continue to be used for industrial 
purposes. But that’s little comfort to the 
Browns or others who might be trapped 
in the same situation. 

The bank won’t give them money. The 
land won’t sell. A mountain of resources 
is stacked against them.

Connie and her husband are in their
50s and had one eye on retirement when
they went to the bank that day in 2016. 
Now they’re struggling to keep up with
the bills, while paying a lawyer to battle
with Imperial Oil. 

It’s not the way they envisioned things.
They have inadvertently become ama-

teur experts in environmental regulations
while pursuing a lawsuit against Imperial 
Oil. “The measurements show that we’ve 
got contamination. But yet, nobody’s giv-
ing any consequences to the people that 
are [creating the] contamination,” Connie
says. 

“This is a property where we’ve run a
third-generation family business, and it
should be our retirement now. And now 
all of that is in jeopardy because we can’t 
sell the property, because it’s contami-
nated,” she says, adding she feels a lot of
anger at being in this position. 

A previous offer to settle the matter 
was rejected by Imperial Oil at media-
tion, according to Connie, and she’s not 
optimistic about the next, so far unsched-
uled, round with all the additional parties 
brought into the lawsuit by Imperial Oil. 

“I am so cynical. It’s like Big Oil and 
potash, right? That is what Saskatchewan 
is all about and that who’s getting catered
to,” she says. 

“I’ve been paying lots of income tax my
whole life, property tax and everything
else. And yet, you know, they’re shield-
ing a company that’s multinational, based 
out of Alberta. They would rather protect
them.”

- Drew Anderson is the Prairies reporter 
for The Narwhal, based in Calgary. 

Fight with Imperial Oil over contamination
- continued from page 4
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By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

There is something 
very right about seeing a 
herd of bison grazing in a 
Saskatchewan pasture.

Terry Kremeniuk says 
that this perception, that 
these animals belong 
on the prairie, is firmly 
rooted in fact.

Although bison have 
been considered ‘exotic’ in 
the past, Kremeniuk (who 
is the Executive Direc-
tor of both the Canadian 
Bison Association and the 
Saskatchewan Bison As-
sociation) points out that 
“nothing could be further 
from the truth”.

“Bison are indigenous 
to this part of the world. 
They evolved in this 
place, in this climate. This 
is their home. In the past, 
they have been considered 
‘exotic’ compared to cat-
tle, in part because cattle 
are more familiar to many 
people.  However, relative 
to the beef industry, the 
bison industry is very 
small. In half a day, the 
beef industry slaughters 
as many animals as the 
bison industry slaughters 
in an entire year. We talk 
about hundreds of thou-
sands of animals. The beef 
industry talks about mil-
lions,” said Kremeniuk.

When he first became 
involved with the Ca-
nadian bison industry, 
Kremeniuk remembers 
encountering people who 
found it difficult to com-
prehend how such a thing 
as a “bison industry” 
could exist at all.

“When I started in 2003, 
I often had people come 
up to me at Trade Shows 
and ask how we could be 
talking about raising an-
imals for slaughter, that 
were ‘endangered’. People 

had a hard time under-
standing the difference 
between raising bison on 
a farm and conservation 
efforts focused on the 
wild bison population,” 
he said.

Kremeniuk also notes 
that consumers often find 
that bison meat does not 
taste the way that they ex-
pected it to when they try 
it for the first time.

“Bison are wild an-
imals. But bison has a 
unique flavor. I’ve had 
people tell me that they 
were very surprised when 
they tasted bison for the 
first time. They expected 
it to taste ‘gamey’. But it 
doesn’t.”

Although the bison 
market is growing in Can-
ada and in Europe, Kreme-
niuk says that bison meat 
enjoys greater popularity 
in the United States. 

“In the US, they have 
a much different history 
with bison. It’s their ‘Na-
tional Mammal’ so con-
sumers there are more 
familiar with them.  So, 
there is a much larger 
demand for ground bison 
and a stronger demand 
for bison steaks and other 
cuts during grilling sea-
son,” said Kremeniuk.

As a result, Kremeniuk 
says that the bison indus-
try is much larger in the 
United States than it is in 
Canada.

“According to the 2016 
Census data, there were 
around 1,000 bison produc-
ers across Canada. Just 
over 90 per cent of bison 
producers are in Western 
Canada, with 46 per cent 
being in Alberta and 31 
per cent in Saskatchewan. 
Most of our processing fa-
cilities are also in Alberta. 
There are approximately 
120,000 bison in Canada 
with 10,000 bison slaugh-
tered in this country last 

year,” says Kremeniuk. 
“In the United States 
the bison population is 
much larger, and their 
processing facilities are 
far more extensive. Last 
year, 75,000 bison were 
slaughtered in the US. 
And approximately 25,000 
of those would have been 
Canadian animals.”

According to Kreme-
niuk, the COVID pan-
demic had a significant 
impact on the Canadian 
bison industry, although 
some of the changes 
brought about by the pan-
demic were positive.

“There have always 
been a number of bison 
producers who were mar-
keting directly to their 
customers. In the late 80’s 
and 90’s for example, a lot 
of bison producers were 
selling bison at Famer’s 
Markets. But during the 
pandemic, direct selling 
to customers increased 
significantly. This bene-
fitted both producers and 
consumers. For produc-
ers, it was a chance for 
them to talk with their 
customers, sell their 
products and have more 
control over that portion 
of the supply chain. For 
consumers, it provided a 
chance for them to con-
nect with a local producer. 
They could learn more 
about how the animal 
was raised and be confi-
dent that they were pur-
chasing a quality product.  
At the same time, bison 
continued to be available 

in retail stores during the 
lockdowns. There weren’t 
shelves packed with bison. 
But consumers could find 
ground bison as well as 
both fresh and frozen 
bison meat at various re-
tail outlets. As a result, a 
number of people were en-
couraged to try bison for 
the first time,” he stated.

He notes that the 
drought also affected 
bison producers in much 
the same way that it did 
other livestock producers, 
although bison producers 
faced some unique chal-
lenges.

“When it came to con-
cerns such as pasture and 
feed, the impact of the 
drought was no different 
for bison producers than 
it was for any other live-
stock producer. But, as 
beef producer can arrange 
to haul animals some-
where at any time, that 

is not the case for bison 
producers. That inability 
to find a market for their 
animals was very hard on 
some bison producers,” he 
added.

However, Kremeniuk 
says that he would en-
courage someone who was 
interested in raising bison 
to consider becoming part 
of what he sees as a grow-
ing industry.

“The first thing that 
someone who is thinking 
of getting into the bison in-
dustry should consider is 
the amount of land that’s 
required. They should 
bear in mind that when 
bison roamed freely, they 
were able to move to var-
ious pastures in order to 
get the various minerals 
that they need. So, along 
with sufficient pasture, 
a producer must be able 
to make those minerals 
available. People also need 

to think about what their
market will be. Are they 
going to have a calf to fin-
ished operation? Are they 
going to direct market to 
other farmers or consum-
ers? Or are they going 
to focus on marketing to 
larger outlets? Above all, a 
person needs to take time
to understand the animal. 
Bison are very smart. You
must have a good facility
and manage bison in such 
a way that you get them 
working for you. But if a 
producer has the land and 
is willing to take the time
to understand what’s in-
volved, would I encourage 
them to become a bison
producer? 

Absolutely! There is a 
great future for the bison 
industry in Canada. That’s 
not to say there aren’t 
risks. But there is great 
potential there are well,” 
said Kremeniuk.

Bison industry has a promising future in Canada

RICHARD MAIN | NATURE CANADA
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By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

For a farmer, every year presents 
its own unique blend of possibilities 
and challenges. All the lessons learned 
during previous years are redefined by 
brand new circumstances. Nonetheless, 
experience, ingenuity and the resilience 
that comes from storms successfully 
weathered are certainly some of the best 
tools a farmer can have at hand as they 
enter into a new growing season.

This year, these fundamental tools 
might well prove essential, as farmers 
confront a situation that few have seen 
during their lifetime.

Ken Svenson with Parrish & Heim-
becker (P&H) says that prices for many 
inputs that farmers need for spring 
seeding will be significantly higher than 
last year.

“Prices for inputs generally fluctuate 
from year to year. But this year, I’ve al-
ready seen prices for fertilizer and gly-
phosate almost double what they were 
last year. And the volatility that we’re 
seeing in the crop input and grain mar-
ket is unheard of. Typically, the prices 
for most crop inputs are set in the fall 
and remain unchanged. For fertilizer, 
which is more driven by supply and 
demand, I’d get notifications of price 
changes every month or two at most. 
Generally, those changes would only 
be $10 - $15 per ton (up or down). Right 
now, it’s not uncommon for me to get 3-4 
notifications every week. I’ve had days 
where I’ve gotten 2-3 notifications with 
price changes that day. And these price 
changes are much more significant than 
we’ve seen in the past,” he said.

Svenson adds that the fertilizer and 
crop input prices are unlikely to de-
crease before farmers head out to the 
field.

“We’re talking about price fluctua-
tions that are based on world supply. 
And there have been several factors 
that have caused a real disruption in the 
supply of fertilizer and glyphosate par-
ticularly, but other inputs as well,” said 
Svenson. “A few weeks ago, I was still 
hopeful that we might see a price cor-
rection that would ease the prices down 
somewhat. But now, especially with 
the situation in the Ukraine, I don’t see 
that happening. I hope I’m wrong. And 
I don’t have a crystal ball, so maybe I 
will be wrong. But I don’t think we’re 
going to see any price correction before 
spring seeding.”

Moreover, Svenson says that the 
same factors which have caused this 
volatility in price may well impact local 
supply, something he worries might 
prove to be a much bigger problem.

“The COVID pandemic and other fac-
tors had already caused delays and dis-
ruptions in the supply chain. But over 
the past 6 months, there’s been a com-
bination of things that has caused sig-
nificant disruptions in the supply and 
manufacturing chain. Last fall, Hurri-
cane Ida took out North America’s larg-
est glyphosate and urea plants in New 
Orleans. Those facilities were out of pro-
duction for a long time. There was also 
a significant decrease in manufactur-
ing and exports from China that began 
roughly 3 months before the Olympics.  
That’s a problem because a lot of im-
portant raw materials come from China.

“Added to that is the fact that some 
of the largest fertilizer suppliers (Russia 
and Morocco among them) had started 
restricting exports, even before the war 
in the Ukraine.  Now, with the fighting 
in the Ukraine, movement through the 
Black Sea is restricted, and we have 
a type of situation developing that we 
haven’t dealt with since WWII. All of 
this has caused the volatility that we’re 

Farmers likely to face challenges during seeding
seeing in prices. However, I am much 
more concerned with the impact that 
this might have on supply. As a com-
pany, P & H tries to predict what pro-
ducers are going to need and have those 
inputs in place at our various locations 
when the farmers need them. But right 
now, for example, we have glyphosate 
orders from last fall that haven’t arrived 
yet. That glyphosate was ordered in 
September, at September prices. When 
it comes in, it will be at whatever the 
current price is on arrival, which will 
be higher. That’s a big concern. But the 
thing I’m more concerned about is that I 
don’t know if or when it’s going to come 
in,” he told Grasslands News.

As well, Svenson notes that farmers 
may face challenges when it comes to 
obtaining seed. 

“Last year’s drought didn’t help the 
seed supply. Seed growers were facing 
the same challenges that every other 
farmer was facing. Yields weren’t what 
people were hoping for. So, seed supply 
could be tight this year too,” he added.

Svenson says that the best thing that 
farmers can do to mitigate the possibil-
ity of supply shortages is to determine 
what inputs they expect they will need 
this spring, and order those inputs now.

“I’ve been stressing to people that 
they should decide what they’re going 
to need and order as soon as they pos-
sibly can. If they have a place to store 
inputs on their farm, we can deliver it 
to them as soon as it arrives. Then they 
know that they’ll have it. And I’ve been 
really stressing this to people because I 
think that right now is about as close to 
the ‘last minute’ as you want to get. If 
you wait until May or June to get crop 
inputs, you might end up on the outside 
looking in,” said Svenson.

Despite the challenges, Svenson says 
that farmers could still see a good re-
turn on their investments at harvest.

“There’s a lot that we have to get 

through. There are risks. Nobody knows
what the weather situation will be like
this year either. But the grain prices are 
very good. And the same situation that
is impacting supply will likely mean
that those grain prices remain good. So,
there’s reason for farmers to be optimis-
tic,” he said.

Aside from encouraging farmers to 
order their inputs now, Svenson says 
that there is only one other bit of ‘ad-
vice’ that he would want to pass on to 
farmers.

“I would never even suggest to a 
farmer what they should grow. They
are the people that know their land 
best. So, they are the only people who 
are qualified to make that decision. But 
if somebody were to ask me what ad-
vice I would give to farmers, I would say
this. Make the decisions that you think
are best for you. But as much as you
can, grow what you’re good at growing. 
These are uncertain times. So, try to re-
duce as many variables as you can. Do 
what you do best,” he concluded. 
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By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Horses are nothing 
strange to our province 
but a good horseman for 
training and a farrier to 
work with them is some-
what of a little more dif-
ficult professional to find 
available. 

There is a professional 
in Whitewood who is 
very skilled in both of 
these professions. Tim 
Hanlin, who resides just 
outside of Whitewood 
with his wife and family, 
has a passion for horses 
that has earned him the 
praises of being one of 
the best. 

Originally from Al-
berta, Tim’s years of ex-
perience with horses and 
his calm connection to 
the animals have turned 
him into a natural for 
developing Hanlin Horse-
manship & Farrier.

This past winter, he 
put his horsemanship to 
work and using the in-
door arena at Sabre Quar-
ter Horse, located north 
of Whitewood, he demon-
strated his patience and 
skills starting colts for 
various clients.  Com-
ments such as from Ian 
Barnett of Sundry, AB, on 
Tim’s Facebook site stat-
ing, “Where ever these 
horses go they will have 
a heck of a foundation 
with Tim starting them,” 
or from Steve Hughes in 
BC who shared, “Tim is 
one the BEST all round 
horsemen I’ve ever had 
the good luck to ride with 
and he’s a true friend and 
brother!” is a true testa-
ment to this horseman.

But there is more to 
having a horse than just 
riding – there’s also the 
care of your animal. 

Well, Tim has this cov-
ered as well as he also of-
fers his farrier services, 
a service that is not a 

common occupation and 
may be hard to find in 
some areas.  

Whether you keep 
your horses as pets, for 
trail riding, cutting, 
hunters/jumpers, events 
or have a winning race-
horse, hoof health is the 
one thing that should 
never be neglected. A 
horse’s poor hoof health 
leads to discomfort and 
pain for the horse and 
potentially high vet bills 
for you. A good farrier is 
your cheapest insurance 
against disease, a suffer-
ing horse, and high hoof 
related vet bills. Not to 
mention, enjoyment or 
performance.

The reality is that 
horses are kept in unnat-
ural environments like 
in paddocks, small wet 
fields and train them to 
do things they’re not nat-
urally meant to do. Their 
hooves not only wear dif-
ferently by season, but by 
use and geographic area. 
Your horse may need a 
trim, shoes, or more, de-
pending on the situation, 
environment, activities, 
season - and even diet. 

There is a saying that 
goes ‘no foot, no horse’ 
for a reason. A good far-
rier is essential to your 
horse’s health. A farrier 
is responsible for trim-
ming, cleaning, caring 
for, and shoeing your 
horse’s hoof.

In a farrier appoint-
ment, a farrier may re-
move your horse’s old 
shoes, trim the hoof, file 
and remove all the dead 
hoof cells from the sole 
and hoof wall, and put 
new shoes on the horse. 
Farriers are people who 
will usually learn their 
trade through appren-
ticing other farriers and 
people in this line of 
work. 

Becoming a farrier 
is a long process full of 
learning and adjusting to 

strange circumstances.
Farriers not only need 

to know how to trim 
hooves and nail new 
shoes on the horse, but 
they also need to know 
how to handle special 
situations they might 
run into when dealing 
with horses. Tim’s horse-
manship and variety of 
animals that he trains 
is a great asset in many 
ways. Some special situ-
ations a farrier needs to 
be prepared for include:

• Thrush in horses
• Laminitis in horses
• A horse who is skit-

tish and does not want to 
cooperate

• A horse who has 
never had their feet done 
before

• Kicking horses
• Biting horses
• Rearing horses
• Abscesses in the 

hooves
• Repairing the hoof 

after being worked on by 
a bad farrier

Hanlin Horsemanship & Farrier;
an essential service for horses

• Shoeing a horse who 
has a defect or other 
hoof/lower leg issue

• Knowing how to en-
courage a certain part 
of the hoof to grow (if a 
horse needs more heel in 
their hoof a farrier needs 
to know how to trim and 
shoe a horse’s hoof in a 
certain way to encourage 
the growth of this certain 
part of the horse’s hoof).

These are all several 
reasons why you should 
not be just not price 
shopping for a farrier. 
Going with the cheapest 
services could poten-
tially mean that you are 
paying for a less skilled 
unprofessional farrier 
that may do a poor job. 
Offering the proper care 
to a horse is crucial for 
their health and survival. 
A horse that is treated by 
a bad farrier will likely 
have poor hoof condition 
and will suffer lameness 
issues somewhere down 
the road.

Additional tasks 
for the farrier include 
dealing with injured or 
diseased hooves and ap-
plication of special shoes 
for racing, training, or 
“cosmetic” purposes. 

Some farrier tools 
would include hammers, 

nippers, rasps, and hoof 
knife.

Hanlin brings the 
experience and is more 
than happy to work with 

all horse owners. 
Tim Hanlin can be

contacted at 306-735-1211
for horsemanship or far-
rier needs.

Whitewood area farrier Tim Hanlin works on a 
SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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306.728.4002
280 Service Road North, Melville “It’s going to be OK!”

 “We’ll beat any 
written  quotes” 

(on same name tires)
We also offer

Free wheel alignment checks!

OUR TIRES ARE 
ALWAYS ON SALE!

MORE THAN JUST TIRES!
- SGI Certifi ed Light Vehicle Inspection Station
- Heavy Truck and Trailer Inspection Station 
- Truck and Trailer Repair Center 
- Wheel Alignments, Oil Changes, Brakes, Shocks 
- Tune-ups and more!

15W-40 
ROTELLA OIL

the Farming 
Community!

We Salute 

$9199

  PER PAIL

CAT, SKIDSTEER & DUMPTRUCK WORK 

Terry Halushka

306-621-2588
Yorkton, SK

• LAND CLEARING,
   FENCE LINE 
   CLEARING & 
   DUGOUT 
   DEVELOPMENT 

• SEPTIC TANK 
   INSTALLATION

• DEMOLITION

• TRENCHING

• EXCAVATING

• GRAVEL 
   HAULING

By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

For as long as Saskatchewan has 
been a province,  the Johnson family 
has been farming its land near Peebles.

“My great-grandparents Jorgan and 
Anna Johnson came to Canada and 
homesteaded here in 1905,” explains An-
drew Johnson. “The farm has remained 
in the family ever since. So, in 2005, 
our farm was recognized as a Heritage 
Farm, and we celebrated our Centen-
nial along with the province.”

The 21st century would see Andrew 
and his father David specialize and 
begin raising purebred Angus cattle, a 
decision which caused the family farm 
to prosper and become known as John-
son Livestock.

“In 2003, Dad and I started our pure-
bred Angus herd. We eventually be-
came one of the largest purebred Angus 
breeders in Canada” Andrew says. 
“That business was very good to us. 
There were a lot of ‘high points’ over 
the years. Our cattle went into herds in 
this province, as well as others across 
Canada, the US, Mexico and overseas.”

However, by the end of 2019, Andrew 
says that the family decided to disperse 
its purebred Angus herd.

“We held a Dispersal Sale in Decem-
ber of 2020 and sold all 900 of our pure-
bred females. Then in March of 2021, we 
held our final Annual Bull sale. After 
that, we made the transition into a 
commercial herd of 2000 cattle. Most of 
the cattle in our commercial herd are 
Angus, but not all. However, all of them 
are bred Angus,” said Andrew.

While the COVID-19 certainly had 
an impact, Andrew says that dispersal 
was something that had been discussed 
prior to the pandemic.

“Before the pandemic, we would 
have sales with a large crowd coming 
to the farm to look and bid. COVID 

made it hard to have a sale at all. There 
were as few as 15 buyers present at the 
one sale, compared to the 200-300 people 
that we were used to seeing in our barn. 
The mood is very different when you 
have a sparse crowd like that instead 
of a packed house. Restrictions also 
made it harder to market our animals,” 
said Johnson. “Before COVID, a lot of 
marketing was still done by traveling 
to someone’s farm and sitting down for 
coffee with them. With the pandemic, 
there was no way that anything like 
that could happen. But the biggest con-
sideration that led to the dispersal de-
cision was the tremendous amount of 
paperwork and marketing pressure. At 
our roots, is our desire to raise quality 
cattle and enjoy the land, rather than 
spending time pushing paper.  There 
isn’t as much paperwork with a com-
mercial herd. And with a commercial 
herd, you can check out what’s happen-
ing at the auction mart and get a sense 
of what your cattle are worth, anytime 
you want to. With purebred cattle, it de-
pends on who sees the animal and what 
buyers are interested in.”

Over the past year, Andrew says that 
their family also faced the same issues 
related to drought that impacted other 
livestock producers in the province and 
across western Canada as well.

“We normally grow some crops. Last 
year, because of the drought, every acre 
we had that wasn’t pasture was put into 
feed. As dry as it was, we did get some 
timely rains. So, for the most part, the 
feed that we had got us through the 
winter, although we still had to buy 
some grain to spread out our feed. 
That’s good because it would have been 
very hard for us to buy enough feed. 
With the number of cows we have, we 
would have needed to bring in a semi-
load every day. We were prepared to 
sell some cows if we had to. As it turned 
out, we didn’t have to sell any. But we 

know other livestock producers who 
did,” he said.

However, amid the challenges that 
the last two years have brought, An-
drew says that one of the positive 
things to emerge has been an increase 
in direct selling to customers.

“There’s more of an interest than 
we’ve ever seen before in the idea of 
customers buying whole foods directly 
from the producer. We’ve been selling 
between 12 to 20 animals per year this 
way.”

Although he notes that buying di-
rectly from a producer might not be 
something every consumer can do, it 
offers several benefits.

“Selling directly to customers cuts 
out all of the ‘middlemen’. There are 
still processing costs involved. But it 
allows the customer to support a local 
business through every step of the 
process. Purchasing a whole beef re-
quires significant freezer space and is 
a greater cost up front. But there are 
people who share the cost and each buy 
half of a beef. And when they buy even 
a half of a beef, people get the chance 
to experiment with cuts of beef that 
they might not normally have bought,” 
said Andrew. “Also, a lot of people are 
very enthused about buying directly 
from farmers. Buying directly from a 
producer means that you know where 
your food comes from and how that an-
imal was raised. People can also feel a 
bit more secure knowing that they have 
a more local supplier that they can buy 
from, if they can’t find what they need 
in the stores.”

As he looks toward the future An-
drew is pleased to see that his children 
will have the same opportunity to farm 
that he did.

“Our two oldest daughters, Brielle 

and Maya, both left the farm for a year.
But they’ve both come back and have 
said that they want to farm full-time.
That’s great to see. It means that the 
farm will stay in the family. And it’s 
good that our daughters can see that as 
an option for themselves. Frankly I’m 
convinced that, not only are women 
able to do the same jobs that men can 
do on the farm, there are some jobs that 
they can do much better than men. For
example, three of our daughters, Bri-
elle, Maya and Desta, did all the preg-
nancy checking on our cattle last fall.
In my mind, women don’t get as loud as 
men often do, and don’t get frustrated 
as easily when they handle cattle. The 
cattle can sense that. So, I think that
the whole process went much more
smoothly when our daughters did it,”
he said.

Although he knows that his daugh-
ters will face challenges also, Andrew
says that such things have always been
a part of farming, and he is confident
that his daughters can navigate their 
way through whatever issues they
might face.

“Stress has always been a part of
farming, hasn’t it? I’ve never seen a 
year where there wasn’t something 
to worry about! Somehow, we always
found a way through it. The girls have 
always been involved with the farm.
The big farm sales, for example, were
like a 4-H Achievement Day for them. 
Our three oldest daughters were all 
helping with those sales. They clipped
the cattle. And it was them along with 
some of their friends who took the cat-
tle through the ring. We’ve seen our 
share of highs and lows. Our daughters 
will see them too. But if they love what
they’re doing, it will work out. They’ll 
find a way through,” said Andrew.

Heritage Farm continuing with farmer’s daughters
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AGRICULTURE WEEK 2022 

Thank you to all the producers who contribute 
so much to our economy and society. 

agriculture sector and those who work in it: 

s Business Risk 
Management programs. 

s Carbon 
Tax. 

 

Melville | Springside | Ituna

THANK YOU Saskatchewan Ag Producers

306-728-4457 
MELVILLE HOURS  Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Saturday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Excluding Long Weekends

General Insurance and  Motor Licence Issuer 

@MA1974LTD

We strive for excellence —
delivering loads timely and 
efficiently!  

BULK GRAIN & 
FERTILIZER HAULING 

Wild pig problems
The Ministry of Agriculture is taking proactive steps to monitor and control 
wild boars and feral pigs in Saskatchewan. Changes include doubling the
funding to SCIC for surveillance and eradication.

The Government of 
Saskatchewan is taking 
steps to proactively en-
hance and broaden the 
regulation, monitoring 
and control of wild boar 
and feral pigs in the prov-
ince.

The Ministry of Ag-
riculture is developing 
regulations for licensing 
existing commercial wild 
boar farms and imposing 
a moratorium on any new 
farms. Regulations for 
wild boar/feral pigs will 
also be developed under 
The Pest Control Act, 
which would specify the 
various monitoring and 
control efforts as well as 
public obligations to re-
port.

Additionally, annual 
funding for the Saskatch-
ewan Crop Insurance 
Corporation (SCIC) Feral 
Wild Boar Control Pro-
gram for surveillance and 
eradication efforts in the 
province is being doubled 
to $200,000. 

“Increasing feral pig 
surveillance and eradi-
cation efforts, along with 
declaring them a regu-
lated pest, are proactive 
measures to help ensure 
the health of both the 
agriculture industry and 
the natural environment 

in Saskatchewan,” Agri-
culture Minister David 
Marit said. “These are 
substantial steps that im-
prove risk management 
and protect the resilience 
and security of our agri-
culture industry, which 
is a critical component of 
our provincial economy.”

Feral pigs are invasive 
and established within 
localized regions of the 
province, including agri-
cultural production areas, 
and represent a signifi-
cant problem due to dam-
age caused to hay and 
crop land and to natural 
areas, as well as their 
potential to spread inva-
sive plant species. They 
also harass livestock and 
wildlife, and are potential 
reservoirs for livestock 
diseases such as African 
swine fever, a federally 
reportable disease that is 
not yet present in North 
America but is a serious 
threat to the Canadian 
pork industry.

The SCIC and the Min-
istry of Agriculture work 
closely with the public, 
producer associations 
like Sask Pork, and rural 
municipalities to mon-
itor and deal with feral 
pigs in the province. This 
issue is among various 

Province introduces enhanced 
measures to control feral pigs

areas of mutual interest 
and cooperation between 
the province and the Sas-
katchewan Association 
of Rural Municipalities 
(SARM) which recently 
requested a collaborative, 
long-term solution to the 
wild boar/feral pigs issue 
in Saskatchewan.

All wild boar/feral 
pig sightings should be 
reported immediately by 
contacting a local SCIC 
office or calling 1-888-935-
0000 (toll-free).

Amendments to the 
Trespass Act require the 
general public, such as 
hunters and recreational 
users, to gain permis-
sion to enter onto private 
lands, whether the land 
is posted or not. It is cur-
rently illegal for a mem-
ber of the general public 
to access private land that 
has been posted with “no 
trespass” notifications for 
recreational purposes. The 
legislation amendments 
will transfer the onus of 
responsibility from the 
landowner to those wish-
ing to access the land by 

requiring them to ask 
for permission before en-
tering. SaskLander is an 
opt-in service that lets 
landowners add land and 
set their permissions by 
activity, in effect posting 
land digitally.

“One of the issues has 
always been that the gen-
eral public, when seeking 
to access private land, 
wouldn’t always see a no 
trespassing sign. They 
might not know who the 
landowner is or how to 
contact them. SaskLander 
platform has bridged that 
gap, it’s as quick as open-
ing the website and look-
ing at the parcel of land 
you plan to be on and 
sending a message to the 

landowner,” adds Orb.
 The SaskLander plat-

form has 268 landowners 
registered online, account-
ing for 730 parcels. Usage 
of the platform spiked 
during hunting season 
in 2021, with notable and 
ongoing growth from rec-
reational interest. In De-
cember, SaskLander noted 
increased signups as well, 
attributed to snowmobile 
season and the Trespass 
Act starting enforcement 
January 1, 2022. Sask-
Lander is in early access 
and free to try.

 Trespassing presents a 
threat not only to feelings 
of personal safety for rural 
municipality landowners, 
but also the livelihood of 

the landowner. Unfortu-
nately, livestock has been 
lost to hunting accidents 
or because gates have
been left open as a result 
of trespassing incidents.
Additionally, the poten-
tial is high for the spread
of noxious weeds, invasive 
species, and soil-borne dis-
eases, like clubroot. This 
concern alone presents a 
serious biosecurity threat 
to Saskatchewan’s agricul-
tural economy.

 SARM sees the Sask-
Lander app as a solution 
for landowners and rec-
reational users to obtain 
permission to enter pri-
vate lands and help di-
minish the risk of land
trespassing.

SaskLander app helps find land owners
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700 FRONT ST, WOLSELEY, SK    306.698.2344

Serving Wolseley & surrounding area. See us for all your 

OPEN:

1-866-249-4697  •  www.drrobertkitchen.ca

DR. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain
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                                                                                 ~ Paul Harvey

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Sunflowers are not a 
huge crop in Saskatche-
wan but  the world’s big-
gest exporter, Ukraine is 
under invasion from Rus-
sia, which could mean 
more farmers  are con-
sidering planting the spe-
cialty crop here this year. 

“We are seeing an in-
crease in all crop prices, 
not just sunflowers. We 
are competing with every 
other crop for market 
share,” says Cory Jacob, 
a representative with Sas-
katchewan Agriculture. 
“At the moment   only 
about 40-50 thousand acres 
of sunflowers are seeded 
each year in the province, 
but interest is growing. If 
there is money to be made 
from sunflowers, farmers 
will plant them.” 

Ukraine accounts for 
most of the world’s sun-
flower production, which 
may well be why it is the 
embattled country’s na-
tional emblem. It is also a 
regionally important food 
crop with Turkey being a 
great customer. Even if 
Ukraine is able to grow 
a crop this year, its port 
cities are being hit hard 
by the Russians, and ship-
ments through the Black 

Sea threatened. 
 “Turkey is very vul-

nerable to Russia in terms 
of its energy needs.  The 
country’s economy is also 
reliant on Russian im-
ports, particularly wheat 
and sunflowers,” says an 
article in a Al-Monitor, a 
Mid-Eastern news agency. 
So Jacobs says questions 
over Ukraine’s ability 
to get its crop to market 
makes North American 
sunflowers more attrac-
tive. 

Last year, sunflower 
prices were about $15 to 
18 per hundred weight. 
This year, futures have 
almost doubled with a big 
surge in prices after the 
invasion began. 

“While it may be a 
good opportunity for some 
farmers it is not an easy 
crop to grow,” Jacob ex-
plained. “They are quite 
flammable, there is a risk 
of diseased crops,  and 
crop insurance is high. 
Another issue is that they 
aren’t harvested until 
late in the season. To 
sell crops we have to go 
to Manitoba, (which ac-
counts for 95 per cent of 
Canada’s sunflower crop 
production, or drive to 
North Dakota.) But if the 
world demand for sun-
flower oil increases, it 

might be worth it.”
John Sandbakken, ex-

ecutive director of the 
United States National 
Sunflower Association 
says Canada is well po-
sitioned to meet some 
of the market demand.  
“Canada and the U.S. are 
the only two countries in 
the Northern hemisphere 
that can pick up some of 
the slack. There is plenty 
of sunflower seed avail-
able.” 

Sunflower futures are bright

Interest to grow ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Michael Oleksyn
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

The Saskatchewan Association of 
Rural Municipalities (SARM) gave the 
recent provincial budget a vote of ap-
proval after it was unveiled on March 
23.

SARM president Ray Orb said they 
appreciated the increase in funding for 
plans, programs and infrastructure that 
benefit rural Saskatchewan. Orb added 
that he believes the government is on 
track despite the deficits incurred in 
recent years due to pandemic, weather 
events and more.

SARM said the budget showed under-
standing that the bridge infrastructure 
deficit is growing, and additional invest-
ment is critical for Saskatchewan. The 
organization also appreciated the in-
vestment to the Rural Integrated Roads 
for Growth (RIRG) Program of $22.5 mil-
lion, including $7.5 million in stimulus 
funding.

“Road and bridge infrastructure is 

integral to rural life,” Orb said in a 
press release.

“This will help RMs maintain and 
improve economically strategic mu-
nicipal roads and bridges that support 
agriculture, energy, forestry, and other 
rural-based sectors,” he added.

SARM stated that the success of Sas-
katchewan’s agriculture sector is im-
perative for the province’s economic 
growth.

They said that agriculture produc-
ers in Saskatchewan can take comfort 
knowing the province is funding the 
Business Risk Management Program-
ming at $338.5 million and enhancing 
programs like Crop Insurance to ensure 
support will be there when it’s needed. 
SARM also appreciates the continued 
investment in irrigation expansion. 

However, there were some concerns. 
Orb said municipal revenue sharing re-
mains a reliable and preferred model for 
funding, one that RMs count on to serve 
their communities. However, that fund-
ing decreased for the second budget in a 
row, down to $276 million.

While increased funding to the mu-
nicipal revenue sharing is needed, 
SARM greatly appreciates the contin-
uation of the Targeted Sector Support 
Funding at $1.5M, money earmarked for 
capacity building and intermunicipal 
cooperation.

After the backlog and strain resulting 
from COVID-19, Orb said they’re very 
appreciative of the budget focusing on 
funding and initiatives to improve our 
overall healthcare system. They said 
that they were pleased with the inclu-
sion of key rural focused initiatives 
such as physician recruitment, long 
term care and funding for more health-
care programming and services in rural 
area.

SARM appreciated the noteworthy
investments of $50.7M to create a Pro-
vincial Protective Services branch and 
a $2.5M increase for the Saskatchewan 
Public Safety Agency.

“Continued investment to reduce 
rural crime is also welcome news,” Orb
said.

With broadband being a service that
is essential to the livelihood and eco-
nomic growth in rural Saskatchewan, 
SARM said that they hope the $337M 
investment in information and commu-
nications technology infrastructure will
reach rural Saskatchewan to further 
contribute to a network of reliable and 
affordable broadband across this prov-
ince.

SARM finds mostly good news but some disappointments in budget
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Hon. Warren Kaeding, PAg
Minister for the Enviroment

Now more than ever Saskatchewan 
Farmers and Ranchers are needed to 
Feed the World.
Thank you for all you do!

Website: www.warrenkaedingmla.ca

For assistance please call 306-728-3881 
or email warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net

#1 Agri-Park Road North,
Melville, SK

Tel.: 306.728.2633   
www.melvillevet.com

Find us on 
Facebook & Twitter or 

download our APP 
AHCMelville - in your APP store

Full service large and small animal veterinary clinic!

Open: Monday to Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. - Thursdays until 7 p.m.

After hour services available

We offer year round service both in clinic and on farm. Our focus is preventative medicine 
through herd health programs that best fit the operation! We utilize up to date equipment, 
including ultra sound and digital radiography. Our shelves are always stocked to supply you 
with all the essential items to promote optimal herd and pet health care. If we don’t have 
it we can order it, most of the time for next day! Emergency service is available after regular 
office hours.

Equine Care
Routine Care, Dentistry, Vaccination, Castration, Ultra Sound, Worming

Livestock Services
Reproductive Care, Vaccination, Castration, Dehorning, Pregnancy Testing, Bull Evaluation

Small Animal Care
Preventative Care, Spay/Neuter, Dentistry, Dental X-ray now offered, Geriatrics, Digital 
X-ray,Ultra Sound, Specialty Surgery

We are a team of animal lovers, here to give our 
patients the attention and care they deserve.

New location
Synergy AG, a Saskatchewan-based independent agriculture retailer, has 
opened a new branch in Grenfell.

SARAH PACIO | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Growers in Grenfell and the sur-
rounding area have access to agronomy 
products and services provided by a 
new independent retailer. 

Synergy AG offers a variety of seed 
and crop nutrition or protection prod-
ucts, as well as services such as field 
scouting and soil analytics. The Sas-
katchewan-based company was estab-
lished five years ago and has rapidly 
expanded to include locations in Balcar-
res, Yorkton, Lumsden, Pense, Provost, 
Govan, Lewvan, and now Grenfell. 

“Synergy is family-owned and oper-
ated; we understand that small town is 
vital to our lives,” company co-founder 
Dave Fuller said last summer when the 
new branch location was announced. 
“We’re excited to be in Grenfell to bring 
independent retail back to the area.” 

Staff began working out of the Lilac 
Room in Grenfell last fall while a new 
building was being constructed. A few 
details remain to be finished but, since 
February 1, they have been providing 
service from their new location. The 
large black and gray building features 
spacious offices for customer consulta-

tions and is located two miles east of 
Grenfell, on the north side of Highway 1. 

Location manager Jeremy Kenny and 
his colleagues strive to offer a high level 
of customer service in order to differ-
entiate themselves from similar compa-
nies. 

“We are focused on individual cus-
tomer needs, tailoring advice and 
services for each producer,” Kenny ex-
plained. “The producer’s return on in-
vestment is a priority.” 

He acknowledged that it is more im-
portant to get producers what they actu-
ally want than to simply tell them what 
they should buy. Staff at Synergy AG 
takes the time to understand each farm 
and its operations individually so that 
they can make recommendations based 
on personal experience and trusted sci-
entific advice.

Their customer base extends through-
out southern Saskatchewan and they 
offer a variety of seed, fertilizer, mi-
cronutrient, and pesticide options. The 
Grenfell location will carry ample stock 
and customers will also have the option 
of direct delivery.

Educational opportunities will also 
be available at the Synergy AG office. 
Seminars will be offered to provide 
training on unique products supplied by 
companies such as WinField United and 
Nachurs Alpine Solutions. Workshop 
dates will be posted on Synergy AG’s 
social media sites. 

Synergy AG in Grenfell is currently 
open on weekdays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., but 
will have extended hours during spring 
and summer months. For information 
about products and services, call 306-
451-7898.

A Class Action law-
suit brought by Manitoba 
farmer Andrew Dennis 
against the Government 
of Canada and G3 Can-
ada Ltd has been certified 
by the Manitoba Court 
of Queen’s Bench.  The 
lawsuit alleges financial 
irregularities occurred 
during the privatization 
of the Canadian Wheat 
Board (CWB).

Mr. Dennis is acting as 
the representative plain-
tiff for farmers who sold 
wheat to the CWB’s pool 
accounts in the 2010/11 
and 2011/12 crop years.  
The Certification of the 
Class Action represents 
the Court’s authorization 
for Mr. Dennis to move 
forward with his claim on 
behalf of farmers.

“We will, at long last, 
have an opportunity to 
ask the Court to rule on 
whether the Government 
of Canada or Minister 
Ritz unlawfully manipu-
lated CWB accounts, de-
priving farmers of money 
rightfully owing to them,” 
Mr. Dennis stated.

The lawsuit alleges 
former Minister of Ag-
riculture Gerry Ritz 
committed misfeasance 
in public office by un-
lawfully sheltering 
$145,000,000 of farmer’s 

money into an account 
that could be transferred 
to the Wheat Board’s pur-
chasers in connection 
with the Wheat Board’s 
2012 privatization. The 
Manitoba Court of Ap-
peal accepted in a 2020 
ruling that if this money 
had not been sheltered 
by the Government, it 
would have been paid to 
farmers.  The claim also 
alleges that the CWB 
is liable to farmers by 
not paying them the full 
amount required under 
their contracts.

“Now that Justice Mar-
tin has directed that these 
questions surrounding 
the handling of CWB fi-
nances must be answered, 
farmers can expect clear 
answers from the upcom-
ing court case” remarked 
Stewart Wells, Chair of 
the Friends of the Cana-
dian Wheat Board. “We 
have maintained for over 
a decade that the Govern-
ment of Canada and CWB 
took money that belonged 
to farmers and sold it 
as part of the asset base 
taken over by the Crown 
and then provided to G3 
Canada Ltd. the nominal 
legal successor to the 
CWB, and owned by the 
multinational Bunge and 
the Government of Saudi 

Arabia.” 
Anders Bruun, one 

of the lawyers acting on 
behalf of Mr. Dennis con-
cluded by noting “We are 
also seeking $10,000,000 in 
punitive damages plus in-
terest on the full amount 
claimed for this misallo-
cation of funds. We will 
be providing full details
of this lawsuit and how 
eligible wheat farmers 
may benefit in the near
future.”

Synergy Ag opens new
operation in Grenfell

Queen’s bench certifies class
action lawsuit over Wheat Board

Need to Talk?
Mobile Crisis Services

24/7 Helpline

Mobile Crisis Helpline
306-757-0127

Crisis Suicide Helpline
306-525-5333

Child Abuse Hotline
306-569-2724

Sask. Gambling Hotline
1-800-306-6789
Farm Stress Hotline
1-800-667-4442

1-800-222-TIPS
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216 Main Street, Balcarres, SK, Box 970, S0G 0C0
Phone: (306) 334-2401 — Fax: (306) 334-2705

Email: balcarresagencies@  — Website: www.balcarresagencies.saskbrokers.com

Thanks for Helping 
Feed the World

Balcarres Agencies Ltd.

For all your insurance needs.
Residential - Commercial

Auto - Hail - Farm

OPEN
Monday thru Friday

9:00 a - :00 p.m.m. .

open over lunch

HILLSIDE WELDING 
Keith Lang, Melville SK 
1-306-728-4095
Services 

• Welding
• 

• Break Work
• Shearing
• Aluminum 
• Reynolds 
  Roller Chain
• Bearings

• Hydraulic Hose   
  Repair
• Grade 5 & 8 
  Bolts
• Metric Bolts 
• Trailer Parts
• Mobile Unit

To everyone in the Agricultural Industry of 
Saskatchewan, have a safe season.

E & T SAGAN

We Move Grain Bins
Edward 

306-728-3760
Melville, SK

306-728-
Melville,

Specializing in anything

AGRICULTURE,
LAWNMOWER &

 SEMI TRUCK
• Heavy Duty Oil

• Come get your tool catalogs, 
ordering more tools all the time

• Lots of Hydraulic Fittings
• Custom-made Hydraulic Hoses

• Chain • Sprayer Parts • Hay Parts

306-853-7130
716 Lalonde Street • Whitewood, SK

HIRED MORE EMPLOYEES 
TO SERVE YOU BETTER!

Unloading
Murray Bertalon watches as the grain he hauled to 
the seed cleaning plant for a farmer is unloaded. 
Bertalon has been trucking for farmers in the area 
for almost twenty years.

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

There are times when 
transporting something 
from ‘Point A’ to ‘Point 
B’ is critical. But for a 
farmer in the midst of 
seeding or harvest, the 
time spent accomplishing 
this vital task might well 
be time that farmer does 
not have.

For almost twenty 
years, Murray Bertalon 
(Owner of Big ‘M’ Truck-
ing in Kennedy) has been 
helping farmers to trans-
port the inputs and grain 
that must be moved.

“I’ve been trucking 
on my own since 2003,” 
says Bertalon. “Most of 
the work I’ve done since I 

started has been for farm-
ers.” 

During that time, 
Bertalon says that the 
distance he travels has 
increased substantially.

“These days, I haul 
mostly to Whitewood, 
Fairlight, Grenfell and 
Kegworth. When I started, 
I was hauling a lot to the 
Pool and Cargill elevators 
in Langbank. The Pool 
and Patterson elevators 
were still in Kipling at 
first too. The Pool closed 
not long after I started. 
But the Patterson eleva-
tor stayed open for a few 
years,” said Bertalon.

As both he and the 
farmers he trucks for pre-
pare for spring, Bertalon 
says that he is struck by 
how similar, and how 

different, the work he 
does for those farmers is 
today, compared to what 
it was two decades ago.

“I remember in the 
spring; I would be called 
to pick up loads of fertil-
izer and bring it to the 
farms. The farmers would 
want me to auger it into 
their smaller trucks. That 
way they didn’t have to 
wait in line; I waited in 
line instead! The lineup 
would sometimes run 
down the highway. So, I 
ended up spending a lot of 
time in Langbank. Now, a 
lot of farmers have their 
own semis. But when 
things get busy, a lot of 
those guys will call me to 
see if I can pick up a load 
of fertilizer for them, be-
cause they have seed on 
their truck. And I have 
my regulars that call me 
in the spring and want 
me to give them a hand. 
So, I might not be waiting 
in line as often. But it’s 
still busy,” he said.

Bertalon notes that at 
harvest time the changes 
that have come about as 
farm size has increased 
become evident.

“In the fall, I remem-
ber that I’d often be 
sitting at the edge of a 
field and letting farmers 
empty their combines 
right into the truck, so 
that I could haul it to the 
elevator. Now, their load-
ing up their own semis 
and filling up bins. But 
they still call me to come 
and empty out a bin for 
them. That used to mean 
that I’d be helping to 
shovel out a wooden bin 
that held 600-700 bushels. 
Now, the bins hold 40,000 
bushels,” said Bertalon.

However, Bertalon 
says that the most strik-
ing changes he’s seen, 
has been in the amount 
of money that is required 
to put seed in the ground. 

“Most of the farmers 
in this area used to grow 
wheat, oats and barley. 
I can remember farmers 
getting $1.25 or $1.50 per 
bushel for their oats. And 

those farmers were doing 
well! Now, farmers with 
oats are getting $11 per 
bushel. And the price of 
wheat and Canola is even 
higher. But the cost of 
inputs has just skyrock-
eted! A guy I haul for reg-
ularly told me that a skid 
that held seventy-two 10L 
jugs of glyphosate that he 
bought two years ago cost 
him $4,000. He ordered 
the same amount three 
weeks ago. It’s going to 
cost him $11,000,” said 
Bertalon. It’s the same 
with fertilizer. One of my 
other regulars told me 
that he gets the same fer-
tilizer blend every year. 
Last year, he paid around 
$32,000 for two semi-loads 
of that fertilizer blend. 
This year, his bill is going 
to be closer to $65,000.”

Along with the in-
crease in price, Bertalon 
says that the farmers he 
trucks for are concerned 
about inputs being in 
short supply. 

“Last fall, I was in the 
elevator when a fellow 
walked in and asked to 
buy two jugs of  Round-up. 
They had to tell him that 
they had none to sell. I’m 
not sure that the situa-
tion is any better now. 
With fertilizer, the guys 
are telling me that they 
have to get their name on 
the list, if they want to 
have a chance at getting 
fertilizer. All the things 
that are going on in the 
world are putting pres-
sure on the supply chain. 
So now, you have farmers 
getting ready for seeding, 
who still aren’t sure that 
they’ll have the fertilizer 
that they need,” he added.

At the same time, Ber-
talon points out that his 
costs have risen sharply 
as well.  

“I remember that I 
paid 71 cents per liter 
the first time I filled my 
truck. Right now, the 
price at the pumps for die-
sel is $1.92 per liter, over 
$7.00 per gallon. That’s a 
jump of over a dollar in 
little more than a month. 

My tanks hold 160 gallon 
each. So, I’m looking at 
more than $1,000 to fill a 
tank,” said Bertalon. “It’s 
the same story with tires. 
I put a new set of tires on 
my truck two years ago. 
They cost me $2,400 in-
stalled. The new set that 
I put on this year cost me 
$3,400 installed.”

Bertalon adds that the 
recent drought condi-
tions that have been seen 
in much of the province 
continue to put a signifi-
cant strain on farmers in 
this area as “You never 
know what the season 
will bring.”

Yet despite the uncer-
tainty, Bertalon says that 
he remains hopeful that it 
will be a good year, both 

for himself and the farm-
ers that he trucks for.

“Things are looking a 
bit better this spring. We 
had more snow this past 
winter. Farmers should 
be heading into seeding 
with some moisture in 
the ground at least. The 
way things are going, 
the prices should still 
be good come the fall. If 
things warm up a little 
faster this spring and we 
get some good rains once 
seeding is done, who 
knows? So, in a couple of 
weeks, the farmers will be 
busy putting this year’s 
crop in. That means that 
I’ll be busy too. After all, 
when it comes right down 
to it, all you can do is 
try,” said Bertalon.

Trucking just as vital to seeding
and harvest in farm operations
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 306-531-4641

Investing in 
Crop Research
This year, more than  
$9 million will be 
invested to support 55 
crop-related projects in 
Saskatchewan through 
the province’s Agriculture 
Development Fund. 

Steven Bonk, MLA for Moosomin 

306-435-4005 - stevenbonkmla@sasktel.net 

By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

It is a way for people 
who have never had the 
opportunity to spend time 
on a farm, to experience 
some of the most pleasant 
aspects of farm life.

Danielle Frederickson 
raises cattle with her 
husband on Saddle Ridge 
Farm (their family’s Her-
itage Farm near Wawota). 
She says the idea for a 
Petting Zoo occurred to 
her last year.

“I’ve always had a love 
of animals, and I thought 
that a Petting Zoo might 
be a way to share that 
with other people. I de-
cided to take some of the 
animals that we have on 
the farm to the Red Barn 
Market last spring and 
see how people reacted. 
We brought a pot belly 
pig, a donkey, sheep, 

goats, geese rabbits and 
a cow,” said Frederick-
son. “From the beginning 
it was a huge success, 
people seemed to really 
enjoy it! After that, we 
started going to the Red 
Barn every Sunday, as 
well as other events like 
the Fair that was held at 
Cannington Manor. We 
also started getting calls 
asking us to bring the 
animals to events like ro-
deos. And we were asked 
to come to some private 
events including four 
birthday parties and an 
anniversary event at the 
Wawota Village Inn.”

Frederickson says that 
both young and old enjoy 
having a chance to see 
the animals and spend 
time with them.

“Most kids love it. 
Little ones get so ex-
cited when they have the 
chance to come in and 
pet the animals! We have 

a bag of oats with us, so 
the kids get to feed the an-
imals if they want to. And 
I’ve been really surprised 
at the great questions that 
I get from kids. For exam-
ple, I had one boy ask me 
what kind of sheep I had. 
And a lot of kids asked 
me what part of the goats 
I sheer. But a lot of adults 
enjoy seeing the animals 
too. I had one elderly lady 
that came to the Red Barn 
Market every Sunday just 
so she could spend some 
time with the animals. I 
think that it brought back 
some memories for her,” 
she said

Frederickson adds that 
she had the chance to see 
how providing seniors 
with the opportunity to 
interact with the animals 
might ease some of the ef-
fects of COVID isolation.

“I took the animals 
in to the Care Home in 
Wawota for an outdoor 

‘Zoo Day’ last summer.  
The residents just en-
joyed it so much. With 
COVID restrictions, they 
were spending too much 
time trapped indoors. 
Having the chance to 
get outdoors and spend 
some time with the an-
imals was a really nice 
change for them. The re-
tired farmers that were 
there were just in their 
glory when they had the 
chance to see the cow! Be-
cause of the restrictions, 
family members couldn’t 
be there. So, I took a lot of 
photos and sent them to 
family members, which 
I know people really ap-
preciated,” said Freder-
ickson.

If the Petting Zoo 
continues to be popular, 
Fredrickson hopes that 
the additional income 
from the Petting Zoo 
might allow her to ‘work’ 
on the farm full-time. 

“I work part-time 
at the Care Home and 
it’s something that I do 
enjoy. But eventually, I’d 
like to transition away 
from the Care Home and 
just be on the farm. I’m 
hoping that the Petting 
Zoo might help to make 
that happen,” she stated.

Frederickson says that 
people can contact Saddle 
Ridge Farm to arrange 
for the Petting Zoo to be 
at an event. 

“People can con-
tact us and let us know 
about events they’d like 
us to come to this sum-
mer. We’re planning to 
be back at the Red Barn 
this summer. And we’re 
thinking about doing a 
‘tour’ of four different 
nursing homes,” she said.

She goes on to say that 
“Petting Zoo Season” will 
begin this spring with 
an event on the fami-
ly’s farm. An event was 

scheduled to be held on 
Good Friday but was can-
celled due to the snow 
storm predicted to hit the 
area this week.

As she looks forward 
to the season ahead, Fred-
erickson says that she 
looks forward to having 
the chance to share this 
part of farm life with oth-
ers. 

“I’ve found that even 
kids who are growing up 
in rural areas often ha-
ven’t had the chance to 
spend time with animals 
like this. And I love being 
able to see people experi-
ence this. It makes me so 

happy to see their reac-
tion!”

She notes that visitors 
will see some new addi-
tions and some ‘familiar 
faces’ at the Petting Zoo 
this year.

“We have a new pony 
for the zoo. And we have 
also brought in some 
Sugar Gliders. They’re 
something like a squir-
rel, just really cute ani-
mals! We brought those 
in because we wanted to 
have something unique. 
But we will still have all 
the ‘old favorites’ with us 
at the zoo as well,” said 
Frederickson.

Petting zoo allows people to experience aspect of farm life

Making friends
Residents of a Wawota Care Home enjoyed spend-
ing time with various farm animals when Danielle 
Frederickson brought her Petting Zoo for a “tour” 
at the home last summer. 
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Submitted
The Agricultural Producers Association of Sas-

katchewan (APAS) is pleased with the federal gov-
ernment’s announced changes to the Cash Advance 
Program, allowing producers to receive 100 per cent of 
their allowable advance upfront instead of 60 per cent.

“We appreciate the federal government’s recogni-
tion of the need for improvements to the Cash Advance 
Program. Producers are facing some big increases in 
input costs as well as rising interest rates, and this 
change will help us to manage our costs,” explained 
APAS President, Ian Boxall. “This will be especially 
helpful to young producers and operations that are fac-
ing cash flow issues after last year’s severe drought.”

Boxall explained that the changes would also help 
Canadian producers to fill supply shortages of essen-
tial food commodities and take advantage of demand. 
“The upfront costs of essential inputs like fertilizer are 
a challenge for farmers and ranchers around the world 
and having a program like Cash Advance will help 
Canadian producers invest in growing the food that 
the world needs. It will also help to boost the Canadian 
economy coming out of COVID.”

The Cash Advance Program provides advances up 
to $1 million, based on the expected value of farm pro-
duction, and the first $100,000 is interest free. While 
the program used to provide 60 per cent of the funding 
up front, the federal government is now temporarily 
allowing farmers to receive 100 per cent immediately.

APAS welcomes improvements
to the Cash Advance Program

SUBSCRIBE FOR AS LOW AS $38/YR.
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
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You can’t live in this 
province without under-
standing why some people 
like to escape the cold of a 
Saskatchewan winter. This 
year we may have been 
blessed with much needed 
snow for our depleted soil 
moisture levels but let’s 
face it, we could have done 
without that nasty cold and 
those bone-chilling winds. 
The memories of my child-
hood home in the forests 
of northwestern Ontario 
may fade as the years go 
by, but guaranteed there is 
one thing that sticks in my 
mind – there was no wind 
where I grew up! And now, 
as we move towards spring 
and you are envisioning 
sunny, warm, windless 
days, let me remind you 
that the wind can be relent-
less come spring.

Along with a desire to 
get “off the farm” and do a 
mini-getaway in February 
this year was the excite-
ment of getting together 
with my daughters and 
their kids for a night at the 
spa. We have all tried to 
be cognizant of the COVID 
rules during the past two 
years and it seemed that 
February break would give 
us an opportunity to spend 
a couple of days together 
and a chance to celebrate 
getting (sort of) back to 
normal. 

Of course, as luck would 
have it, normal would be a 
few weeks coming. Within 
three days of our time in 
Moose Jaw, seven out of 

the seven of us that shared 
a suite together all had 
COVID and by the end of 
a week, 19 out of 21 of us 
from about five households 
all ended up with the snif-
fles, loss of taste, coughing 
and breathlessness that 
came along with it. I may 
have been a NyQuil junkie 
during isolation, but at 
least I can say COVID is 
behind me, at least until 
next time! (As for isolating, 
which I so carefully did, 
or so I thought, it wasn’t 
enough to stop my better 
half from getting it any-
how.)

Ironically, my son in 
law was spared – well 
until two days ago. When 
I heard, I immediately text 
my daughter back and said, 
“Cater to him, he deserves 
it.” The response: “Yes 
he does, he is the best.” I 
couldn’t help but think how 
sweet of her to say so until 
her response a few minutes 
later that said, “He had my 
phone.” Lol, it all makes 
sense now.

As the primary source 
of supplying sustenance 
for our two-month-old twin 
calf, hubby (when he got 
sick) had to turn over the 
reins of bottle-feeding to 
our twin grandsons (10) 
and their dad. The poor lit-
tle fellow wasn’t too sure at 
first who was on the other 
side of the bottle but when 
faced with starvation or a 
strange person holding the 
bottle, he had no choice but 
to adapt, at least temporar-
ily. 

When I stopped at the 
farm a few weeks ago, the 

twins (human ones) had 
their eyes glued to the 
tv screen in their dining 
room. One might have as-
sumed they were having 
some ‘screen time’ but no, 
they were glued to the ac-
tion out in the barn’s warm 
room and the corrals be-
yond via camera. It’s easy 
to see how in tune they are 
with who’s calving when 
and whether the momma 
cow of the moment is doing 
okay or not, all from the 
comfort of a warm kitchen.

Naturally that took me 
back to our way of doing 
things (you know – in the 
olden days) and without 
cameras or even warm 
rooms then, my husband 
and I took turns checking 
every hour when we knew 
we were getting close to 
welcoming a new calf. If I 
could show my farm grand-
children a picture of our 
calving system of the 90’s 
(for the 20 cows we had), I 
know without a shadow of 
a doubt, they would stare 
at us in disbelief and ask, 
“Is that really what you did 
in the olden days?”

Despite the simplicity 
of our little corral system 
and calving pen, it worked 
remarkably well, and we 
never lost a calf or any 
ears, thanks in part to the 
nifty little heated garden 
shed (where there was only 
room for two calves and 
one adult or two adults and 
one calf) that we could dry 
every calf off on those bit-
terly cold January nights. 

For many cattle farmers 
in this area, calving may 
have started more recently, 

but for us it’s already a dis-
tant memory and we can 
fully switch our attention 
to the next task at hand – 
seeding. I was reminded a 
couple of weeks ago, after 
hearing Member of Par-
liament Robert Kitchen 
for Souris Moose Moun-
tain paying tribute in the 
House of Commons to for-
mer Saskatchewan MP and 
Senator Len Gustafson who 
recently passed away, of 
the true heart of a farmer.

Mr. Kitchen referred to 
a particular line that Paul 
Harvey wrote in “God 
Made a Farmer,” this 
being: “…who, planning 
time and harvest season, 

will finish his forty-hour 
week by Tuesday noon, 
and then pain’n from trac-
tor back, put in another 
seventy-two hours.” And 
while he referenced this as 
aptly describing Mr. Gus-
tafson who was a business-
man, a contractor, an MP, 
a Senator and a farmer, 
I couldn’t help but think 
how it so aptly describes 
Saskatchewan farmers in 
general.

Many of us as farmers 
here in Saskatchewan may 
not have the political aspi-
rations of Mr. Gustafson, 
but so many of us share 
the work ethics he had, the 
love of the land he had and 

the desire to do what we do 
with honesty and integrity.

And so farmers, be you
cattle or grain farmers or
both, may we continue 
to be an integral part of
the agricultural industry
with those values that so
ingrained in us. And on 
top of that, may we con-
tinue to inspire younger 
generations with our love 
of livestock and land. And 
as my twin grandsons told 
me when I asked about
their passion, may we too 
be as excited as they are
about what they see as the
first and foremost thing
to be passionate about ––
farmin’!

Lighter side of life on the farm: Surviving cold, calving and COVID!
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Yet, one-sided Canada 
only extra costs are 
making it increasingly 

Scan the QR Code with  
your mobile phone to visit  
the website

Producing more potash 
in Canada is better for  
the world—and you.

Fewer emissions

Billions of dollars for 
our economy

More jobs
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