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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Tax incentives for both businesses and residents 
was a lengthy discussion amongst city council at their 
last workshop on Mar. 7 where councillors and city 
staff discussed the current incentive policy and de-
bated whether changes should be made. 

The main focus of the discussion was whether in-
centives for commercial and industrial businesses 
should be applied broadly across the board or if they 
should be handled on a case by case situation and 
geared more towards value added businesses. The dis-
cussion also touched on residential tax incentives and 
whether it is something that helps bring people to the 
city.  

Councillor Vince Thiessen was one who spoke in 
favour of a tax incentive, but he said it needs to be 
focused on where it is most impactful. He believes it 
is something that could help rejuvenate the downtown 
core or fill empty residential lots. 

“Is there a way we can gear this to help rejuvenate 
downtown because I know that’s been an issue that 
a lot of people had mentioned in the last election. Or 
they mentioned as well those infill lots, which for me, 
for residential, that’s where is makes sense with our 
existing infrastructure in place already, that we put a 
bit more of a bonus on people actually getting those 
lots and improving them. To me those would kind of be 
my top items, commercial and then also residential,” 
said Thiessen.

Councillor Andrew Rondeau agreed with Thiessen, 
adding that a tax incentive to encourage businesses 
to renovate their store front would benefit the com-
munity. 

“I do believe it would help with some of our busi-
nesses which are becoming a bit of an eyesore,” said 
Rondeau. 

The councillor then added that when looking at tax 
incentives for new businesses, the City should be look-
ing at what kind of value it brings to the community 
before deciding whether it qualifies for an exemption. 
This is common practice in communities such as Lan-
igan where tax incentive is based on the number of 
jobs created. 

“To me, value added is new jobs. Tim Hortons gave 
a lot of high school kids jobs and people second jobs 
but I’m not sure anybody really moved into the city 
of Melville to work at Tim Hortons. Something larger 
scale industrial that is actually bringing people to our 
community should be given priority over things that 
are secondary employment for a lot of families in the 
community,” said Rondeau.

Councillor Joe Kirwan echoed those thoughts, say-
ing that he believes policy needs to be articulate and 
have a mechanism for measuring the benefit to the 
community. 

“I like the notion of a case by case evaluation if we 
can do it in a manner that is defensible. I don’t know 
what that looks like. But I don’t like the idea of blan-
ket incentives. I think there has to be some value for 
the community and we have to be able to measure it in 
some fashion, whatever that looks like,” said Kirwan. 

When it comes to tax incentives for businesses, City 
Manager Ron McCullough said he does not have any 
evidence in his career that show incentives actually 
attracted an industry or business to a community. He 
said many other factors are usually the reason a com-
munity is selected.

“An industry decides where they are going to lo-
cate based on a number of factors – logistics, utilities, 
transportation, labour market. Taxes don’t even show 
up on their financial statement. Usually it’s an admin-
istrative expense. So it’s not a big attractor. But if 
other communities have it, and we’re apple to apple 
comparison and we go head to head, what I don’t know 

is which community are they going to pick? Likely the
one with the incentive. But that’s speculation on my 
part only,” said McCullough.

Mayor Walter Streelasky posed the question to 
council as to whether they think residential incen-
tives should also be looked at, citing the residential 
lots along Toronto Street and Winnipeg Street as ex-
amples. He wondered whether an incentive should be 
offered to try and sell those lots which are serviced, 
paved and ready to go.  

“Should that be considered a target area if we are 
going to  come up with incentives? Does it mean cut-
ting somewhere else? Should we maybe consider a 
focus and should that perhaps be a focus to see if we
can get some buildings up there?” asked Streelasky.

Councillor Johan van Zyl agreed that the City can-
not just focus on incentives for commercial and indus-
trial as it has an impact on people and families too. 

“We want to attract people to Melville and one of 
the things is housing. If you give them a substantial 
tax break on a family moving to Melville, that would
be a good incentive. It’s a drop in the bucket but it

- SEE PROPERTY TAX, 14

City discusses
effectiveness of 
tax incentives
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SALE
at the Legacy Inn in Grenfell, SK

March 18 & 19, 2022
FINANCING AVAILABLE   |   FREE DELIVERY IN GRENFELL

Delivery fee for out of town deliveries

FURNITURE • BEDDING • appliancesFURNITURE   •   BEDDING   •   APPLIANCES

 306-435-2154
815 BROADWAY AVE. MOOSOMIN, SK

shop from home @ 

zaylie.ca
All proper precautions will be taken for delivery. 
Payment available over the phone or e-transfer

STORE HOURS: 
10 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday  |  10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saturday

Update: Train accident victim succumbs to injuries
By Elaine Ashfield

Grasslands News 

The youngest of the three children involved in 
the March 6 fatal train accident at a railway cross-
ing on Highway 9 east of the Village of Waldron that 
claimed the life of their grandfather, Albert Isaac of 
Ochapowace, passed away last weekend. 

Sofia Tanner, 9, passed away on March 12, less than 
one week after being involved in an accident with her 
grandfather Albert Isaac and two siblings. The vehicle 
the four were traveling in was struck by an eastbound 
CN train on the Highway 9 crossing east of Waldron. 
Albert was pronounced deceased on scene. The three 
children were all transported to hospital by STARS 
and ground ambulance. 

On March 7, a GoFundMe page was set up for Mi-
chelle Delorme and Avery Tanner, the parents of the 
three children, to assist them with expenses while 
being with the kids at the Children’s Hospital in Sas-

katoon during their re-
covery.

Sophia’s two sib-
lings are still recover-
ing from their injuries. 
Her 11-year-old brother 
Kashis required surgery 
to repair a broken pelvis 
and bladder and he also 
has a crack in his neck 
that hopefully will heal 
on its own. Her sister 
Sienna, 12, had a bro-
ken clavicle along with 
bumps and bruises and 
was discharged from the 
hospital last week.

As a result of the acci-
dent, Sophia, had been in 
a coma with brain damage and had required surgery. 
On March 9, the GoFundMe page was updated with a 

report stating Sophia went through brain surgery. It
was a few short days later that another update stated,  
“Sophia, has succumbed to her injuries. Our contin-
ued prayers and condolences go out to young Sophia’s
parents, siblings and her family, as well as to the
Ochapowace First Nation.

“At the discretion of Ochapowace Health, the fund-
raiser will now be closed for donations. We all sin-
cerely thank you all at this very difficult time. You 
have all showed such heartfelt support. Kinanaskomi-
tin Hiyhiy.”  

The fundraiser was closed for donations on March
14 at which time it had raised $8,440. 

A wake was held for Albert Isaac on March 12 
at the Chief Denton George Memorial Multiplex on 
Ochapowace First Nation with the funeral held the 
following day, on March 13.  Sofia’s wake was held
on Mar. 16 and her funeral was the following day on 
Cowessess First Nation. 

RCMP are still investigating the accident, which oc-
curred at a controlled railway crossing.

SOPHIA TANNER

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Tow truck operator Scott MacDonald was almost 
killed last week when a semi trailer plowed into the 
tow truck he was operating as he attempted to pull a 
car out of a ditch on the Trans Canada Highway near 
Qu’Appelle.

It was one of a number of accidents this past week 
on a stretch of the highway between Whitewood and 
Qu’Appelle. But in this case, no one can quite under-
stand why the driver of the semi, who came close to 
hitting MacDonald, couldn’t see what was happening 
on the road ahead of him. Visibility was clear in spite 
of some light fog and there was no black ice on the 
highway.

MacDonald, an experienced driver with Valley Col-
lision Centre in Fort Qu’Appelle, was roused out of bed 
at 4 a.m. and called to the scene. “It looked pretty sim-
ple when I arrived,” he said. ““All I needed to do was 
give the driver a quick tug and get his Dodge Charger 
out of there.” MacDonald was wearing protective reflec-
tive gear as he turned on the flashing safety beacons 

and set up the warning pylons. 
As he was hitching up the chain he saw a semi

barreling toward him and the pylons. “That’s a hun-
dred-thousand pounds of pure steel coming at you,”
MacDonald told Grasslands News. He dived into the
median ditch as the semi “missed the Charger by an
inch” and slammed the tow truck a length and a half
down the pavement. The tow truck was damaged but
has since been repaired and is now back on the road. 

The driver with VANSH Transportation, on a long
haul from Toronto, was charged with operating a vehi-
cle without due care and attention and fined $580.

Ironically, the accident occurred on the fifth an-
niversary of the death of Esterhazy tow truck driver
Courtney Shaefer, who was killed under similar cir-
cumstances on March 7, 2017. His death promoted a
change in legislation which allowed truck drivers to
install flashing blue lights to alert motorists to an op-
eration on the road ahead of them. 

The legislation hasn’t really changed anything, said
MacDonald. “Whenever something like this happens,
there is a lot of publicity about it for a week, then ev-
eryone forgets about it and things go back to the way it
always was,” he says.

Near miss
Tow truck operator Scott MacDonald had a close call last 
week after a semi crashed into his truck on Highway 1 
while he was pulling a car out of the ditch.

Tow truck operator has close call with semi



By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Health care and services have been 
receiving media coverage lately and 
while most coverage depicts the short-
ages in staff for acute care or long term 
care, other areas of health care are also 
being affected.

In the past few weeks, services being 
provided at the Whitewood lab and even 
the Whitewood & District Ambulance 
Services are seeing staff shortages re-
sulting in reduced services, or as in the 
case of the lab, services being cancelled 
for periods of days at a time.

Anyone requiring an ambulance in 
rural Saskatchewan knows that some-
times a call to a service may require a 
neighbouring service to cover for the 
call if their community service is al-
ready out on a call or out-of-town on a 
transfer. Unfortunately, this has been 
witnessed in the past and has contin-
ued again in the past few weeks where 
there have been instances that the local 
ambulance service has responded to an 
emergency call but have had to call in 
a neighbouring ambulance service to 
complete the call to transfer the patient.

This has resulted due to only one 
ambulance attendant working when the 
call came in.

One of the calls, while may not have 
been life threatening, was an elderly 
person with a fractured hip. The am-
bulance responded to the call to the 
person’s home but could do no more 
than keep the patient comfortable until 
an ambulance from nearby Moosomin 
could arrive to transfer the patient. 

Another call, also witnessed in town 
within a couple of weeks, could have 
been much more serious if more ve-
hicles or patients would have been in-
volved in the motor vehicle accident 
that the one-man ambulance service 
was dispatched to.

In either of the above situations, 
valuable minutes may be wasted while 
people wait for an ambulance to come 
from a different location that is farther 
away than the Whitewood service. 

Ironically, just four days after the 
call within town took place where only 
one attendant was on duty, there were 
3 calls in one night involving two roll 
overs and another with five semi trucks 
and a van that required EMS service. 
There were two attendants on duty that 
night. 

Sask. Health questioned
Grasslands News submitted questions 

to the Saskatchewan Health Authority 
(SHA) on March 10 but as of press time 
had not received any response other 
than a return inquiry asking if these 
questions were for a media inquiry or 
being questioned as a private citizen. 

Questions asked by Grasslands News 
were concerns such as why there seems 
to be a continued shortage of staffing, 
especially in ambulance services, where 

people are left waiting for a near-by am-
bulance to make a transfer when there 
is a unit available in the community but 
with insufficient staff to provide the ser-
vice? 

The staff shortages appear to be af-
fecting the rural communities the most, 
leaving one person to respond to any 
emergency calls when short staffed and 
this could be for more than one shift, or 
for more than one day at a time. This is 
not only less than standard care being 
provided by that ambulance service to 
the person or persons requiring care 
that is usually provided by two atten-
dants per unit but is also an overly 
stressful situation to put the ambulance 
attendant in. 

One person responding to a call would 
be committed to patient assessment, 
equipment retrieval, hands-on care that 
may require care such as lifting or in a 
more emergency situation, the need for 
CPR, that requires more than the two 
hands they can provide and would ne-
cessitate retrieval of equipment when a 
patient cannot be left unattended.

How can SHA send out an ambulance 
service with inadequate staffing and not 
realizing they would be responsible for 
inadequate care or even worse conse-
quences?

Another concern is the billing of such 
calls when more than one ambulance is 
required. When a person is billed for 
ambulance service, they will be charged 
a ‘loading fee’ as well as a mileage fee.

Sask. Health was asked: Is an indi-
vidual billed according to 1 or 2 ambu-
lances providing service? e.g. is there a 
charge 2 ‘loading fees’ to cover both am-
bulances responding, as well as for mile-
age for Moosomin ambulance to come to 
Whitewood to pick up patient and then 
also charge them for their transfer back 
to Moosomin Hospital and then unfor-
tunately, if they are again transferred 
out, they are charged the mileage again 
from Moosomin to Regina or whichever 
hospital they are going to. 

Retaining Services
The most serious consequence of 

providing this type of health care for 
emergency services is the loss of life 
but another concern should be the re-
tention of this valuable service in the 
community. 

The need for ambulance services 
provided under the SHA is determined 
by need and the number of trips made 
yearly by the services. While one unit 
responding with 2 personnel would be 
counted as 1 transfer, how are 2 units 
responding and doing 2 ‘loading of pa-
tient’ plus 2 calls and only one transfer 
counted? Are the lack of transfers less-
ening the number of reported calls for 
our local service?

“Why is rural Saskatchewan being 
subjected to lesser care than the larger 
centres such as the cities? What is the 
government considering to alleviate 
these problems that have been taking 

place for years in not only the White-
wood community and continue to inten-
sify?” Grasslands News asked. 

A copy of the questions submitted to 
Saskatchewan Health will also be for-
warded to the Whitewood town council 

in their hopes of eliminating the contin-
uation of this type of service to the com-
munity and area and also as a concern
to the loss of the service due to staffing 
shortages or lack of call volumes.
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   Located in the Melville Advance
218 - 3rd Ave W Melville SK

OPEN:  Monday to Friday 
9 a.m. to Noon and 1 to 4:30 p.m.

AVON 
Avon products of all kinds: bubble bath,
perfume, creams, all your favourites.

BERESINA BEES
Natural, minimally processed honey.
Available in various sizes.

BR HONEY
Flavoured honey and honey sticks.

Vacuum bags and filters.

Crystal jewelery.

Dog Treats and Knitting.

Macramé plant holders.

Handcrafted wooden vehicles, jewelry boxes.

Handcrafted jewelry and barrettes.

Variety of handmade goat soaps.

Homemade jellies available in small jars or gift packs.

Wreaths, wall hangings, purses, scarves.

Fix Canada Covid 19th edition book.

Elastic silicon key chains.

Assorted lip, cosmetics and body care products.

Silicone baby teethers and keychains.

Handmade stone Jewelry.

Giftware and outdoor decor for any season.

Premium scented natural wax candles.
Assorted scents.

Stained glass and sun catchers.

Enviro-friendly products for home cleaning
and personal care.

Sports and arthritis pain relief.

Resin jewelery, key chains and knick-knacks.

Quality clothing from kids to ladies at very reasonable 
prices.

Assorted Bison meat products: burger, sausage
and jerky.

Handmade Tree of Life Hangers and necklaces.,
night lights and home decor.

Barbie and American doll clothes.

Resin key chains, jewelery and bookmarks.

Men’s and women’s sports wear.

Handcrafted jewelery.

Toys and more, mini figurines.

Assorted handcrafted driftwood decor, gift ware and 
furniture. Great for the cabin, office or home.

 RIVER
Personal care products. Eco friendly home, bath, body 
and spa products, just for you.

2-Ply face masks, ear savers, wallets
and dream catchers.

Hair bows, charm bracelets.

Beaded Swarovski jewelery.

All natural lip balms, lotions and bars.

Large selection of your favourite Watkins products.

Jackets, shoes, boots, mitts, sweaters, bandannas 
and socks.

West End
at Round Lake, SK

Resort & Campground

 Contact us: 306-793-4365 or 306-740-7804
Follow our Facebook page @West End Resort & Campground

Staff shortages are affecting heath care in rural Sask.



By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The annual Farmers 
& Friends Bonspiel in 
Whitewood, taking place 
next weekend, March 
24 to 27, is reminiscent 
in some ways of the to-
getherness that farmers 
and friends experienced 
in past years during the 
threshing or barn-build-
ing bees.

During these ‘bees’ in 
past years, farmers and 
their friends experienced 
fun and hard work. The 
Farmers & Friends Bon-
spiel will be unbelievably 
similar as you can be 
guaranteed there will be 
lots of fun and there may 
be some hard work for 
the teams that hit the ice 
to compete for top spot in 
the largest bonspiel, all 
in one facility under one 
roof in Saskatchewan, 
with 64 rinks competing 

for top honors. 
There will be plenty of 

food, refreshments and 
everyone will be enter-
tained as they celebrate 
the event that benefits so 
many by everyone work-
ing together. 

“The kitchen will be 
open and is being staffed 
by the Skating Club. 
Servers for the bar will 
be members of the White-
wood Fire Dept. and Wig-
gles & Giggles Day Care. 
These organizations re-
ceive a donation from 
the Farmers & Friends 
for their volunteer hours 
and the proceeds from 
the kitchen and bar go to 
the Town of Whitewood,” 
Chad Kelly, bonspiel 
chairperson told Grass-
lands News.  

“This is the 5th an-
nual Farmers & Friends 
Bonspiel, as the commit-
tee had to cancel the last 
two year’s events due to 

COVID but that did not 
deter the curlers as 60 of 
the 64 teams are repeat 
curlers from the last bon-
spiel held,” Chad Kelly, 
bonspiel chairperson told 
Grasslands News.   

“This year, with re-
strictions now lifted in 
the province, the Bonspiel 
will be open to the whole 
public, no matter vacci-
nation status and masks 
will not be required at the 
event.”

The bonspiel has to 
date, from the four past 
bonspiels, raised over 
$250,000 that has gone 
towards the Whitewood 
Community Centre, Town 
of Whitewood projects 
and groups as well as nu-
merous other projects in 
surrounding communi-
ties.

Sponsors of the event 
come from many sur-
rounding communities 
and the curlers are from 
Saskatchewan and nearby 
provinces. Draws begin 
on Thursday at 6 p.m. and 
the final draw is Sunday 
at 4:45 p.m. 

Opening ceremonies 
are Friday at 7 p.m., with 
the fundraiser auction 
and calcutta following. 

Whitewood Livestock’s 
Rhett Parks once again 
has volunteered his ser-
vice as auctioneer, sell-
ing at the live fundraiser 
auction and very popular 

calcutta.
Items donated for auc-

tion are unbelievably 
generous and too numer-
ous to list in detail but 
range in variety with 
items not only for the 
farmers but also some for 
their friends. Items such 
as service certificates for 
holiday light installation 
or plumbing and heating 
services, fencing projects, 
use of manure spreaders, 
30 ft. free standing panels 
and things such as use of 
buyers choice of a Bobcat 
skid steer or a Deutz-Fahr 
6140TTV Tractor, use of 
various combines with 
headers, herbicide, seed, 
grain bags and net wrap. 
Add to these items things 
such as a 20 h.p. Honda 
gas engine, yeti cooler, 
yeti tumblers and two 
Cabella lawn chairs, bag 
of full season cover crop 
(31 acres), a Traeger Tail-
gater portable smoker, 
one of a kind Fireball 
Fire Pit with a logo cus-
tomized to the buyer’s 
choice, molasses lick 
tubs, portable ice shack, 
monetary gift certificates 
to businesses and nu-
merous items donated by 
businesses or sponsors. 

There are a couple of 
donations from sponsors 
that will undoubtedly be 
of interest to many. A 
sports package for this 
year’s auction including 
four tickets to the La-
bour Day Classic with 
two hotel rooms and also 
a full inclusive package 

for four to a suite on the 
50 yard line of Mosaic 
Stadium for the Riders’ 
home opener vs. the Blue 
Bombers on May 23rd. 
Four guests will experi-
ence the game with full 
buffet and complimentary 
refreshments.

SGI will sponsor the 
Designated Driver Service 
for Friday and Saturday 
night and one company 
has sponsored his shuttle 
van and a vehicle dealer-
ship has donated vans for 
use with the Designated 
Driver program. 

“The bonspiel commit-
tee encourages everyone 
to come out and have fun 
but to also utilize this ser-
vice, and don’t drink and 
drive,” Kelly added. 

The generosity doesn’t 
stop there as one spon-
sor also buys a drink for 
every curler in the ‘spiel 
and on wing night, Fri-
day, March 25th, every 
team receives an order of 
complimentary wings.

New this year is the 
free Mimosa bar starting 
Saturday at 9:30 am. 

The door prize for the 
teams is back as well!! 
This year, one of the 64 
teams is going to walk 
away with $2,000 in cold 
hard cash, courtesy of a 
sponsor. The elimination 
draw will take place on 
Saturday of the Bonspiel!

Saturday afternoon is 
the draw to the button 
contest. Purchase a ballot 
for $10 for your chance to 
be 1 in 10 to throw and try 

to be closest to the button. 
The closest to the but-

ton will automatically 
win $500 cash plus an ad-
ditional $1,300 with the 
progressive pot plus this 
year’s cash added if you
cover the pin.

Another sponsor has 
added a happy hour for
64 minutes on Saturday 
afternoon. Enjoy doubles
for the price of singles
and get warmed up for 
the Duelling Piano on Sat-
urday night.

The Duelling Piano, 
the duo all the way from 
Calgary, Alberta begins 
at 9 p.m. and you won’t 
want to miss their enthu-
siasm to help you sing the
night away! 

“This bonspiel is add-
ing up to be the ‘best of the 
best’ with all the support
from bronze sponsors, 
silver and gold sponsors, 
auction sponsors, event 
sponsors and all the vol-
unteer workers. The com-
mittee has worked hard
to once again make this
curling event one that 
will be great for every-
one,” the chairman com-
mented. “Plan to take in 
the 5th Annual Farmers 
& Friends Bonspiel. Spec-
tators are welcome, free
of charge and the whole 
bonspiel is open to every-
one!”

See page 28 for a list of 
auction items and event
times.
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HELPING
Is What We Do Best
• 24-Hour Care

• 3 delicious meals and 3 snacks daily
• Laundry and cleaning

• Help with personal grooming

• New Bridging Program

Your family is treated like our family because 
our caregivers love what they do! 

710 Stella Street - Grenfell, SK
1-306-697-31051-306-541-7326

1-306-728-3382 1-306-696-2247

WITH OVER 40 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS

PH: 306-569-3380  EMAIL: lanerealtycorp@sasktel.net

For all of your buying or selling needs....Contact:

LANE REALTY

www.lanerealty.com

DOUG JENSEN: 306-621-9955
JASON BEUTLER: 306-735-7811

Whitewood Farmers and Friends Bonspiel

Curlers return to Saskatchewan’s largest event

Wheelchair sports clinic gets everyone involved
Indian Head - May 14

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

The development of 
wheelchair sports has 
enabled many individu-
als to participate in rec-
reational activities that 
would otherwise be inac-
cessible to them. 

The Saskatchewan 
Wheelchair Sports As-
sociation (SWSA) was 
established in 1977 to fa-
cilitate events and sup-
port athletes engaging 
in para-sports programs. 
The non-profit organiza-
tion provides oversight 
for youth and adults on 
many adaptive sports 
teams such as the para-ice 
hockey (sledge hockey) 
team, the Melville Sledge 
Dogs. Other para-sport 
options in Saskatchewan 
include track and field, 
skiing, sailing, archery, 
tennis, and rugby. Peo-
ple with mobility impair-
ments and able-bodied 
individuals can all par-
ticipate in wheelchair 
sports. 

The SWSA also facil-
itates clinics for schools 
and communities. These 
are being offered as part 
of a ‘roadshow’ from 
March through October 
this year. “The goal of the 
#GetInvolved Roadshow 
is to bring awareness 
to the community and 

surrounding area about 
adapted/para-sports,” ex-
plained Jen Wood, Pro-
gram Coordinator for 
SWSA. “We also hope 
to recruit a community 
champion who will con-
tinue to work with SWSA 
to offer local programs.”

The association will 
be offering a clinic in 
Indian Head later this 
spring to give people an 
opportunity to try wheel-
chair curling, wheelchair 
basketball, and sledge 
hockey. Equipment, 
such as wheelchairs and 
wheeled sledges, is pro-
vided and instructors will 
be available to explain 
skills and lead games. 

The clinic will take
place at AJM Davies 
Arena on May 14, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Participants
should bring a water bot-
tle and wear comfortable
clothing and clean shoes.
The clinic is free and reg-
istration is not required.
The town is providing the 
arena at no charge and 
sponsorships from Sask-
Lotteries and the Com-
munities Initiative Fund
will cover other costs of
the event. 

Janelle Norman, one 
of the clinic organizers 
is excited for the upcom-
ing event. “We hope to 
see people of all ages and 
abilities there,” she said.
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Email: general@townofwhitewood.ca
Web Site: www.townofwhitewood.ca

306-735-2210
731 - Lalonde St.

P.O. Box 129
Whitewood, Sask.
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Whitewood Heritage Center opens with new look
By Elaine Ashfield

Grasslands News 

The Heritage Center, 
located at 714 Lalonde 
Street in Whitewood, 
has begun opening to the 
public on Thursday after-
noons from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Being manned by vol-
unteers, the Heritage 
& Museum Association 
hope they will be able to 
continue being open as 
well as possibly adding 
additional open times as 
volunteers can provide.

An open sign can be 
found in front of the 
building on these occa-
sions.  

The Heritage Center 
in the past year, has ren-
ovated the storage room 
of the Heritage Center re-
sulting in a fresh, bright 
room that has allowed 
a working space for an 
Archive Assistant (sum-
mer student employee) 
and volunteers that have 
taken on the task of pro-
cessing archives.

The Heritage Cen-
ter had, in 1907, been 
constructed by James 
Grierson to house the 
Merchant’s Bank. When 
it became too small for 
them in 1914, they built a 
new brick building across 
the street for the bank.  

The Heritage Center 
also served for many 
years as the Rex Theatre 
and as Whitewood’s tele-
phone office, according to 
information in the White-
wood Heritage Walking 
Tour booklet. 

“In 1949, Ernest and 
Bernice Baker opened 
the town’s first self-serve 
grocery store here,” the 
booklet states.  

The building barely 
survived demolition be-
fore the Town purchased 
it in order to create a 
building to house an ex-
hibition commemorating 
the French Counts of St. 
Hubert, who were a large 
part of the history of 
Whitewood and surround-
ing area. 

“Restoration in the 
building at that time in-
cluded reconstruction of 
the front facade and inte-
rior renovations included 
the restoration of a very 
attractive tin ceiling com-
plete with bullet holes. 

“The building housed 
the French Counts ex-

hibit, the Fleur de Lis gift 
shop and was used for 
various small functions. 
The building, open sea-
sonally, won the 2004 Lt. 
Governor’s award for Ar-
chitectual Excellence for 
Adaptive Reuse.” 

Presently, the White-
wood museum staff told 
Grasslands News, “An 
Archive Assistant, who 
has been employed for 
the past two years on 
three work terms, was 
made possible with the 
assistance of Young Can-
ada Works grants and 
grants from Saskatche-
wan Council for Archives 
and Archivists.  The Ar-
chive Assistant’s location 
has been in the Heritage 
Center due to the facili-
ties that were required 
for the employee (wash-
rooms and internet). 

 The job of the Archive 
Assistant has been to pro-
cess archives according to 
archival standards so that 
the history of Whitewood 
and area - the stories, the 
people, the businesses 
and the events - are pre-
served and accessible. 

 Saskatchewan Council 
for Archives and Archi-
vists has provided ad-
ditional assistance with 
training and support.  

It was during this pro-
cess that some archives 
have been moved from 
the 3rd Avenue location 
for this work to proceed.  
The 3rd Avenue location 
still houses a number of 
archives and artifacts.

Photo albums and 
history books have been 
moved to the Heritage 
Center for viewing by in-
terested visitors and the 
committee invite people 
to stop by on Thursday 
afternoons.

The previous building 
that stored the archives, 
located on the corner 
of 3rd Ave. and Balfour 
Street was promoted, or-
ganized and made avail-
able to the public for 
several years thanks to 
many volunteer hours 
from community mem-
bers, one being Boyd Met-
zler, who has now retired 
from this undertaking. 

The museum commit-
tee had also applied for 
and received a grant from 
Making Cultural Spaces 
Safe during COVID-19 Ini-
tiative administered by 

Canada Cultural Spaces 
Fund (CCSF).

The grant will be used 
to replace the washroom 
fixtures in the two wash-
rooms of the museum 
and the washroom in 
the Heritage Center with 
touch-less fixtures.  There 
is currently a tender out 
for this work to be com-
pleted.

“This project has been 
made possible [in part] 
by the Government of 
Canada,” the museum 
committee stated, adding, 
“We acknowledge the [fi-
nancial] support of the 
Government of Canada.”

Plans for the year are 
currently being reviewed 
by the Whitewood Heri-
tage & Museum Associa-
tion so watch for further 
announcements on open-
ing hours of the Heritage 
Center but also the White-
wood Museum. 

 Volunteers are always 
welcome and needed! 

Enhanced presentation
The Heritage Building has undergone some improvements over the past several 
months as it works towards setting up its archives room. The space is also home to 
several St. Huberts and French Count displays as seen above, as well as a space to 
house history books and photo books for visitors to view. The Heritage Building is 
open Thursday afternoons and by appointment.

Historic papers
The archives room at the Heritage Building in Whitewood 
is a newly re-done room that houses archival material 
formerly held in the Archives Building. The Museum 
committee is working towards bringing its archival ma-
terial into the Heritage Building and is open by appoint-
ment and most Thursday afternoons.



By Murray Mandryk
Political Columnist 

Saskatchewan’s population 
growth may be stagnating, but the 
province’s problems surely aren’t. 

It’s the decades-old Saskatchewan 
that paused for about 10 years when 
oil and potash prices were high and 
a strong agricultural sector truly 
had this province booming. 

Building on a little growth we 
saw in the waning days of the last 
NDP government, Premier Brad 
Wall’s Saskatchewan Party came 
to office in 2007 with the seemingly 
remarkable promise of adding one-
per-cent-per-year to the province’s 
population or 100,000 people in the 
first decade. 

Wall cemented his legacy by 
meeting and surpassing that accom-
plishment. However, things began 
to turn around in his last few years 
in office before leaving in 2018, leav-
ing current Premier Scott Moe with 
that all-too-familiar Saskatchewan 
reality. 

As recently noted by the StarPhoe-
nix’s Phil Tank, Saskatchewan’s 
population grew by just 3.1 per cent 
in the census period between 2016 
and  2020— less than that one-per-
cent-per-year that remains the Sas-
katchewan party and less than the 
national rate of 5.2 per cent. 

This is half the 6.3-per-cent 
growth rate from 2011 to 2016 and 
places Saskatchewan ninth among 

the 10 provinces, according to the 
Statistics Canada census data. 

And Tank’s story points out an 
even more alarming trend — the 
old reality that where we are losing 
people the most is from the farms, 
towns and smaller cities. 

While growth remained consis-
tent between 2016 and 2020 in the 
province’s three largest cities of Sas-
katoon (a 7.7-per-cent increase), Re-
gina (5.3 per cent) and Prince Albert 
(5.1 per cent) and some neighbouring 
bedroom communities like Martens-
ville (9.3 per cent), Warman (12.7) 
and Pilot Butte (23.4 per cent), the 
remaining 11 cities were all below 
that 3.1-per-cent provincial average. 

How stark this turnaround has 
been is best illustrated in cities like 
Humboldt that grew by 2.8 per cent 
(the best among the 11 smaller cit-
ies) and Estevan that declined by 
5.5 per cent (632 people — the worst 
among Saskatchewan’s smaller cit-
ies) in the last five years between 
2016 and 2020.  

By comparison, Humboldt grew 
by 13.6-per-cent growth from 2006 to 
2011 and Estevan grew by 13.8-per-
cent increase (1,399 people) in the 
previous decade, Tank noted. 

Over all, the population area in 
Saskatchewan that Statistics Can-
ada classifies as “rural” dropped by 
nearly two per cent in the census pe-
riod with some southern Saskatche-
wan communities showing dramatic 
decline. For example, Climax lost 
about 30 per cent of its population 
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“For the cause that needs assistance; 
for the wrong that needs resistance; 

the future in the distance and 
the good that we can do.”

Familiar Sask. population 
loss renews old problems

The death of an Ochapowace elder and his 9-year-
old grandaughter at a controlled railway crossing on 
Highway 9 east of Waldron is a tragic reminder on the 
hazards of railway crossings, especially on provincial 
highways.

The circumstances and cause of the accident are 
still under investigation. At this crossing, like others 
where railway lines cross the highway, even with the 
lights and crossing arms supposedly working, acci-
dents still happen and precious lives are lost.

The tragedy of the accident does open up the de-
bate about the safety of railway crossings, particularly 
when they cross provincial highways and what can be 
done to make them safer. At the crossing where the 
fatal accident happened, there are warning lights and 
crossing arms but there should be more. Our deputy 
fire chief, who is just one of the many who may have 
to respond to such accidents, suggested advance warn-
ing lights several hundred yards back from the cross-
ing to warn drivers a train is passing ahead should be 
looked at by our government.

You often see warning lights such as these used in 
the city for notification to drivers that traffic lights 
ahead will change to red, meaning they must come to 
a stop in a short distance ahead. They can also be seen 
at busy highway intersections to warn drivers who 
are unfamiliar with the intersection ahead that they 
are approaching a stop sign. 

Does it not make sense that a similar advance 

warning should be given for train crossings on pro-
vincial highways?

Vehicles travelling the stretch of highway near 
Waldron where the accident occurred are often driv-
ing at 100 km/h or higher and while on a clear day, it 
may be easy to see the crossing from a distance, take 
a day where the visibility can be greatly reduced by 
any weather –rain, snow or fog. These days could be 
many in our province over winter and the arrival of 
spring in particular.  Visibility may be reduced by 
blowing snow as was consistent this winter with the 
many days of wind. Even summer may bring thunder 
storms and reduced visibility in downpours or rain 
showers.  On these days when driving conditions are 
not the best, it means that for a fast moving vehicle 
driving at highway speeds, the time to stop when the 
lights and crossing arms are noticed becomes greatly 
reduced.  

Just as recent as Wednesday (March 16), a thick 
fog that blanketed the area made the railway cross-
ing almost invisible to unbeknown motorists until 
they were almost on top of it. Unsuspected drivers 
could have very easily found themselves not seeing 
a passing train until a few hundred feet away from 
the crossing. Even with quick reactions to stop, the 
highways were also slippery from the fog, adding to 
the challenges of stopping in time.

Provincial governments need to work with CN and 
CP to have advanced warning lights installed on all 

railway crossings that cross provincial highways. If 
there is a need for advance warnings for city traffic 
lights, the need for advance warnings of a sudden stop 
being required in the middle of a highway should also 
be a necessity. 

The cause of this recent accident is still under in-
vestigation and advance crossing lights may not have 
made a difference in this instance.  It may have been 
the simplest of things such as a distraction for the 
driver, or being the crossing is near where trains sit 
to be loaded at a grain terminal, the movement or 
speed of the train may have been mistaken by the 
driver as he approached the crossing. We may never 
know. But we do know that something transpired that 
didn’t allow the time for this vehicle to avoid a colli-
sion.   

However, looking forward, by giving drivers more 
advance warning such as a flashing warning light 
that is activated when a train is crossing the highway 
ahead of them will be an important reminder to driv-
ers that they need to be reducing their speed to come 
to a complete stop ahead. The flashing lights should 
only be activated when a train is crossing.  Continual 
flashing warning lights often show drivers become 
complacent to their intended message.

Advance warnings are a simple solution that will 
likely save lives and save families from having to go 
through the pain of losing a loved one.  

- Elaine Ashfield, Grasslands News 

Advanced warnings of railway crossings on highways needed

leaving just 137 people in the community — all 
part of a trend in which the number of em-
ployed in Saskatchewan agriculture fell by 22 
per cent or about 30,000 in the census period. 

For Moe’s government, it spells the revival 
of a lot of old Saskatchewan problems with a 
couple new twists. 

The annual convention of the Saskatch-
ewan Association of Rural Municipalities 
(SARM) in Regina this week highlighted a se-
ries of problems from rising fuel costs to poor 
cellular phone service and Internet connectiv-
ity to rural crime. 

Problems like rural crime are obviously 
nothing new … and exist even when the prov-
ince is experiencing better times. 

But tough times does create more crime, 
including drug-related offenses. And having 
more people spaced out makes it more diffi-

cult and more expensive to provide policing 
services. 

The same can be said for cell services 
(SaskTel has clearly been providing more 
towers) and even the costs of getting around.  

People have become more dependent on 
their phones and the Internet because they 
are simply farther apart. They have to drive 
farther to shop because population decline in 
towns and smaller cities means fewer busi-
nesses providing services. 

These are all problems that were somewhat 
put on hiatus during Saskatchewan’s years of 
economic boom.

 But they are problems now quickly re-sur-
facing as Saskatchewan contends with its old 
reality of a stagnating population. 

It’s an old problem that the Sask. Party gov-
ernment needs to acknowledge and address.   
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Grayson and Montmartre are two of 
21 communities across Saskatchewan 
that will see additional new child care 
spaces opened up. A total of 1,202 new 
licensed not-for-profit child care facil-
ity spaces will help support families by 
providing better access to high-quality, 
affordable, flexible and inclusive child 
care.

These additional spaces are part of a 
shared goal to create 28,000 new child 
care spaces in the province by the end of 
March 2026. This week’s announcement 
follows the December 2021 expansion of 
601 new spaces.

“Every child deserves the best start 
in life,” said Canada’s Minister of Fam-
ilies, Children and Social Development 
Karina Gould. “These additional child 
care spaces will help grow our Cana-
da-wide early learning and child care 
system, allowing more children and 
families from Saskatchewan to access 
high-quality, affordable, flexible and in-
clusive early learning and child care.”

“Our government supports parents 
who are seeking child care services,” 
Education Minister Dustin Duncan said. 
“This increased investment will allow 
more opportunities for families to find 
accessible child care near them.”

The Canada-Saskatchewan Cana-
da-Wide Early Learning and Child Care 
Agreement, signed in August 2021, pro-
vides a federal investment of nearly $1.1 
billion over five years for child care in 
Saskatchewan. With an average of 50 
per cent child care fee reductions al-
ready announced in the province, the 
goal is to bring down average fees for 
regulated child care to $10-a-day by the 
end of March 2026.

The 1,202 new spaces will be inte-
grated into communities either through 
new child care facilities or added into 
existing facilities. Some existing facili-
ties may also choose to add additional 
sites. 

The communities that will benefit 
from the spaces announced today are As-
quith, Bethune, Bredenbury, Grayson, 
Gull Lake, Hague, Humboldt, Kinders-
ley, Lloydminster, Martensville, Mile-

stone, Moose Jaw, Montmartre, Pilot 
Butte, Outlook, Prince Albert, Regina, 
Saskatoon, Swift Current, Warman and 
Zenon Park. Grayson will see the de-
velopment of 20 child care spaces while 
Montmartre’s daycare will be expended 
by 10 spaces.

Funding for the creation of licensed 
child care spaces is allocated by the 
province throughout the year and is ap-
proved based on community need and 
each organization’s readiness to move 
into the development stage. As part of 
the overall goal to create 28,000 new reg-
ulated child care spaces, the province 
continues to encourage the licensing of 
existing child care homes.

The Government of Canada is also 
making a transformative investment to 
build a Canada-wide early learning and 
child care system in partnership with 
provincial, territorial and Indigenous 
partners. The goal is to bring fees for 
regulated child care down to $10-a-day 
on average by March 2026. By the end of 

2022, the Government of Canada is aim-
ing to reduce average fees for regulated
early learning and child care across the 
country by 50 per cent to make it more 
affordable for families. More than half
of Canada’s provinces and territories, 
including Saskatchewan, have either 
announced child care fee reductions or 
have already achieved an average cost 
of $10-a-day or lower for regulated child
care.
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Fort Qu’Appelle Detachment
Sgt. L.E. Kurtenbach

Reporting period: March 7 to March14
Traffic

During this period, we only had one 
collision to report, no injuries thank 
goodness. Five tickets were issued for 
speeding. A ticket was issued for driving 
without insurance certificate, a ticket was 
issued for not dimming headlight (within 
200 meters), also one for using an elec-
tronic device while driving. One person 
was warned for not having a driver’s li-
cense, one was ticketed for not producing 
vehicle registration. Finally, two drivers 
were warned for having a damaged wind-
shield.

We had no reports of impaired driving!
Two vehicles were reported abandoned, 

one was very close to railway tracks (it 
was a relief that it was not ON the tracks) 
and one was in the Village of Lebret and 
was parked on the wrong side of the road.

As a result of the last storm, the RCMP 
responded to seven calls for service for 
vehicles and people that were on the road 
and could not continue due to the condi-
tions. Please keep in mind, if the roads 
are so bad that you can’t travel on them, 
then it may well be that the police can’t 
either. So, you may have to wait for a pe-
riod of time, so you should be prepared 
for that.

Criminal Code – General
A report of fraud was reported. 

Again, it involved an E-transfer. It is 
still under investigation.

The police were called to five separate 
incidents involving alcohol and fighting. 
In each instance, peace was restored 
and the subject involved removed.
Crimes against the Person/Property

Fort Qu’Appelle RCMP investigated a 
domestic assault that occurred in town; 
one charge of assault was laid against 
a 27-year-old male. An additional inves-
tigation into domestic assault was in-
vestigated in a neighboring community. 
Charges are pending.

We also dealt with a complaint that if 
left unchecked, may have resulted in ha-
rassment charges. A very patient, knowl-
edgeable police officer helped the two 
parties navigate it.

Police were called to four reports that 
we deem as Mischief. One was for dam-

age to a vehicle that was left untended, 
another two were for alcohol fueled dis-
putes, and a final one for an incident 
where someone saw a person going into a 
house that they felt they should not.

There were a few reports of thefts, one 
was of a wallet and personal documents, 
and two motor vehicles were reported sto-
len.

General
Finally, we were asked to check on the 

well being of an elderly man from Lipton. 
He was located safe and sound at his son’s 
house in Regina.

As health restrictions are being re-
moved, please be kind to those who make 
their own decision on how to protect 
themselves. 

Indian Head Detachment
S/Sgt. Ryan Case

Reporting period: March 7 to March 13
In the last week, there were 71 files 

created or calls for service.
Traffic

The Indian Head detachment received 
a total of 17 calls on March 7 and 8 regard-
ing vehicles skidding off of the highway or 
getting stuck due to the weather and road 
conditions. Most of the calls were about 
vehicles stuck in the ditch. One involved 
a vehicle that clipped a tow truck and at 
least one rollover. Nobody was seriously 
injured as a result of anything over these 
two days.

On March 10 Police responded to a ve-
hicle that was in the ditch along Highway 
1. Cannabis was located inside the vehicle 
and the driver was issued a ticket worth 
$360.

Police conducted enforcement blitz on 
March 13 on Highway 1 and 11 pieces of 
paper were issued to motorists.

Mischief/Missing
Police received a call on March 9 from 

a resident of Indian Head because she did 
not want a male at her house. Police at-
tended and both had been drinking and 
there were no issues. The male volun-
tarily left the house.

On March 10 Police received a call 
about a male who had left a residence in 
Wolseley and they did not know where he 
went. Police were unable to locate him 
that night but he was safely located the 
next morning and given a ride home.

Police responded to a disturbance on 

March 12 in McLean and ended up arrest-
ing one male and lodging him in cells for 
the night until sober. The male is facing 
criminal charges and has a court date in 
Indian Head.

Also on March 12, Police received a 
call from the rink in Indian Head because 
some fans from Indian Head and Preecev-
ille were getting excited and started to 
fight with each other. Everything was 
calm once police arrived and there were 
no other issues.

Police received a call from a resident 
of Indian Head on March 13 who reported 
that a cat was stuck in a fence for over 
24 hours and nobody was able to get near 
it. Members attended the location, put on 
skidoo mitts and were able to free the cat. 
It took off like a shot once free!

Melville-Ituna Detachments
S/Sgt. Travis Adams

Reporting period: March 9 to March 16
Melville and Ituna detachment area 

had 38 occurrences over the past week.
Traffic

During this time, Melville and Ituna 
Detachments responded to nine reported 
traffic occurrences or traffic stops that re-
sulted in one Charge and five Warnings

Fraud/Obstruction 

Information was received that a female  
currently living in Melville has a Warrant 
for Arrest from Alberta. RCMP attended
the residence and spoke with a female 
that claimed to be babysitting two small 
children. RCMP identified the female and
arrested her for obstruction. Child Fam-
ily protection worker assisted in appre-
hending the children as there was drug
paraphilia inside the residence. The other 
female was located hiding in a closet at
the residence. Both were arrested without
incident and one was remanded for court.

A woman contacted the RCMP re-
porting her son’s car was broken into 
sometime last week in Melville. The blue
Chevrolet Impala had the driver side win-
dow smashed. RCMP continue to investi-
gate.

RCMP were contacted by a man report-
ing that an adult bought his 14-year-old 
son vaping products. RCMP are continu-
ing with the investigation. The charge 
under Section 4(1) of the Tobacco Control 
Act is a $310 fine.

If you have information related to 
these incidents please contact your local
RCMP Detachment, call 310-RCMP for
immediate response, or you can call
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

Online 50/50 supports 
local fire departments

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

How would you like to win up to $100,000 while sup-
porting your local fire department doing it?

Ticket sales for the Saskatchewan Association of 
Fire Chiefs (SAFC) online 50/50 raffle launched this 
week in what will be a year-long, province-wide fund-
raising campaign. Ticket sales began March 16 with 
weekly draws being held every Wednesday beginning 
on March 23. 

Fifty-two fire departments from throughout the 
province are taking part in the funraiser, including 
Cupar, Fort Qu’Appelle, Indian Head, Kipling, Mel-
ville, Moosomin, Stockholm and Whitewood. 

Money raised through the tickets sales will go into 
a weekly “mega” jackpot that will pay up to $100,000 
per week to winners. Each participating fire depart-
ment will receive 30 per cent of the revenue of tickets 
sold by their department, with 50 per cent of all sales 
paid out to the weekly winners and the other 20 per 
cent going towards operating the raffle. 

Tickets for the 50/50 raffle are only available to pur-
chase online at www.safc5050.com and buyers must 
be a Saskatchewan resident 19-years of age or older. 
When purchasing tickets, people will select the par-
ticipating fire department they are supporting or they 
can use the direct link provided by each department.

Tickets prices are $10 each, three for $20, 10 for $50 
or 25 for $100. Payment can be made with any major 
credit card as well as VISA or Mastercard and debit 
cards.
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Tip leads police to arrest women in Melville 



Several independent news outlets in Russia 
were shut down after the country’s parliament 
passed a strict ban on distributing “fake” news 
about the country’s invasion of Ukraine. The law 
brings in a maximum penalty of 15 years in prison 
for spreading information deemed to have discred-
ited the country’s armed forces. Newser reported 
that Russia has banned use of words like ‘war,’ 
‘invasion,’ and ‘attack’ in reference “to the war 
it is waging after it invaded Ukraine in a Feb. 24 
attack, which Moscow is calling a ‘special military 
operation.’” A little sarcastic satire there!

A Quebec restaurant has removed the word 
“poutine” from their menu to denounce Vladi-
mir Putin’s invasion. Instead, diners at Le Roy 
Jucep in Drummondville will have to settle with 
ordering “la frite fromage sauce” or “fries cheese 
gravy” when they’re craving the Canadian comfort 
dish. Le Roy Jucep prides itself as the inventor of 
poutine, but had to delete the post because of nega-
tive feedback.

Did you notice we had Twos-
day this month? The date 
could be written 22022022. 
And, oh yeah, it was a Tues-
day! Yes, it’s Feb. 22, 2022, 
which, when written as 
2/22/22, is not just a palin-
drome date (the numerals read 
the same backward and 
forward) but a date in 
which all the numerals 
are the same. That means 
it won’t occur quite like 
this again for 11 years, on 
March 3, 2033 (3/3/33) Not only that, but 2/22/22 
falls on a Tuesday. If you’re looking to celebrate, 
a good time to do so might be at 10:22 pm, which 
will be 22:22 on 2/22/22; or, if you prefer, you can 
pick 2:22 am or 2:22 pm.

A former Louisiana teacher who fed cupcakes 
laced with her ex-husband’s sperm to students 
was sentenced to 41 years behind bars. She ac-
cepted a plea deal in which she agreed to testify 
against her now-ex-husband, Dennis Perkins, 44, 
a former special operations lieutenant with the 
Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office. The best part of 
her plea was that her victims did not have to go to 
a trial. The twisted couple also allegedly raped a 
child who was nine or 10. The ex-junior high En-
glish teacher was sentenced to 40 years for second 
degree rape, and 30 years concurrent for involving 
a juvenile under 13, and one year for the cupcake 
incident. 

In late January, USDistrict Judge Miranda 
Du refused to intervene in the controversial US 
Bureau of Land Management plan to “round up” 
thousands of wild horses and donkeys in Ne-
vada, which opponents say “needlessly and reck-
lessly” kills the animals in violation of US law. 
There are about 4,500 donkeys in Nevada, but only 
about 800 can “live sustainably” in the state due 
to drought conditions. In the meantime, Australia 
is bemoaning its inability to buy donkeys in the 
world market. The Aussies want donkeys as pro-
tection for flocks of sheep who fall prey to from 
packs of wild dogs. 

In Calgary, Jason Harron was charged with 
beating his dog with his walking cane. Harron 
had been blinded when shot by police eight years 
ago during an incident in which two seniors were 
struck by a fleeing car. He is now headed to jail 
for three months. He angrily abused his dog be-
cause he was trying to use Bear as a guide dog 
even though the animal (nor he) had any training. 
The judge said that while his frustration is un-
derstandable, his violence is not excusable. Along 
with the jail time, Harron must complete two 
years of probation, during which he is prohibited 
from living in a home with pets.

A runaway child in Brazil snuck on a plane, 
travelling 2,500 kilometres across the country be-
fore he was discovered. Emanuel Marques de Ol-
iveira, nine, was reported missing by his parents 
in the city of Manaus. He somehow managed to 
board a LATAM flight to Sao Paulo International 
Airport without a plane ticket, travel documents 
or luggage. He had Googled “how to get on a 
plane unnoticed.” .

A bidet company held an unusual Super Bowl 
contest. Twitter users went crazy for Tushy’s 
“Super Bowel” contest. The winner of the top 
award of $10,000 went to whoever sent in the 
best “Super Bowel Monday” picture of the best 
post-Super Bowl poop. Tushy’s social media team 
was sure to note that the contest does not start 
until after the game – “Please do not send me 
your poop pics now.” A woman whined, “I can’t 
believe I’m raising a child in a world where this 
exists.” Another noted, “Satan came up with this 
campaign.” And another actually reviewed the 
rules, “No. I will not submit a turd pic that has 
previously won another prize. Yes, I must receive 
permission to use someone else’s turd pic.”

Gotta make sure the rules are followed… until 
next time…
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Melville Community Works
• Thrift Shop open  -  Tuesday and Thursday 12 - 4 p.m.

• Gift Shop open  -  Tuesday and Thursday 1 - 3 p.m.

• Kidsville opening to be determined

• Canadian Mental Health Association -  Melville Branch
  - Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month 7 p.m.

• Magic Moments Playschool is currently full and accepting names for 

the 2020 - 2021 school year wait list. Please contact Chantel Fahlman 

for more info at 306-730-6272 or via Facebook messenger.
Sponsored by Prairie Co-op

 www.prairiecoop.com
 www.facebook.com/prairiecoopretail

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

This spring, SGI customers will 
receive a $100 rebate for each vehi-
cle they had registered as of March 
9, 2022.

Everyone who registers a ve-
hicle pays into the Auto Fund, 
Saskatchewan’s self-sustaining, 
not-for-profit basic vehicle insur-
ance program.  The Auto Fund does 
not take or receive money from the 
Government of Saskatchewan. The 
Auto Fund has a Rate Stabilization 
Reserve (RSR) that acts as a “rainy 
day” fund to cushion customers 
from sudden increases in their ve-
hicle insurance.

“Our government is pleased 
to deliver this benefit back to the 
people of Saskatchewan,” Minis-
ter Responsible for SGI Don Mor-
gan said. “The Rate Stabilization 
Reserve has a surplus that was 
largely generated by its well-per-
forming investment portfolio. We 
believe it’s fair that all Auto Fund 
customers benefit equally, regard-
less of how long their vehicle was 
registered or the premium they pay 
for that vehicle.  All drivers are 
facing higher fuel costs, regardless 
of what they’re driving.”

Rebates of $100 will be provided 
to the owner of each vehicle or mo-
torcycle that was registered as of 
March 9, 2022.  All classes of vehi-

cle (private, commercial, farm etc.) 
are eligible. Trailers and snowmo-
biles are not.

Initial estimates put the total 
cost of the rebates at approximately 
$95 million dollars. Rebates will be 
issued to the person or entity listed 
as the registered owner. Customers 
who had multiple vehicles or mo-
torcycles registered as of March 
9, 2022, will receive rebates for all 
vehicles combined into one cheque.

Over the next number of weeks, 
SGI will prepare more than 700,000 
rebate cheques. Customers are 
encouraged to ensure their mail-
ing address is up to date with SGI 
before mailout occurs later this 
spring at a date to be determined.

SGI to issue $100 rebates

Saskatchewan RCMP
Grasslands News 

Saskatchewan RCMP reported that 1,519 vehicles 
were stolen in RCMP jurisdictions within the prov-
ince in 2021, almost one-third of which had their keys 
left inside them. 

In 2021:
• A total of 1,519 vehicle theft files were created by 

Saskatchewan RCMP (in Saskatchewan RCMP juris-
diction) January 1 - December 31, 2021.

• This is consistently more than 100 vehicle theft 
reports a month. 

(Notes: “Vehicle” includes: cars, trucks, SUVs, 
ATVs, snowmobiles, motorcycles and other vehicles 
with a motor such as tractors, skid steers, etc. A few of 
these files had more than one vehicle reported stolen).

• At least 451 or about 29% of the vehicle owners 
reported to police they had left keys inside the vehicle.

• 1,095 of all reports of vehicle theft resulted in the 
vehicle being recovered or about 72% of the total. 
These vehicles were recovered minutes, hours, days 
or even months later.

It is important to note that smaller vehicles, which 
could be loaded onto a trailer or into a truck (such as 
ATVs or motorcycles), had a lower recovery rate than 
cars, trucks, and SUVs.

• 368 of the recovered vehicles were damaged in 
some way including being burned, stripped of parts or 
involved in a collision.

Some vehicles may be left running with keys inside 
as people warm them up and leave them to enter their 
home or a store for a brief moment, and return to find 
their vehicle gone. It is important to always take the 
keys with you when you leave the vehicle. 

Hiding your keys inside or with the vehicle is as 
risky as leaving them in the ignition. With today’s 
push button start key fobs, the thief doesn’t even have 
to locate keys to steal your vehicle. Even if a key is 
needed, there are only so many hiding places in or on 
a vehicle and the thief is likely to find it.

Reminder: the same risks apply to commercial ve-
hicles such as semi trailers, farm tractors and heavy 
equipment as they do a personal vehicle – keys left 
inside can lead to theft.

 “Our Crime Analysts are able to sort through the 
data we receive when people report crimes such as 
these vehicle thefts and are able to track criminal ac-
tivities and trends this way,” says Sgt. Scott Hunter of 
the Saskatchewan RCMP Crime Prevention and Crime 
Reduction Unit. “This intelligence-based information 
tells us that some stolen vehicles are additionally used 
in the commission of other crimes including break and 
enters, dangerous driving and flight from police. So 
vehicle thefts sometimes end up being more than just 
vehicle thefts.”

Here are a few additional tips for vehicle owners to 
help prevent theft:

• Remember to remove all valuable items out of 
your vehicle whenever possible, including tools, bank 
cards, and personal identification – all of which can 
lead to additional criminal activity.

• Remove garage door openers from vehicles which 
may allow someone access to your home.

• Do not leave keys in the vehicle when you run out 
of fuel on the road. Someone else might come by with 
a jerry can of fuel and help themselves to your vehicle.

RCMP report 1,519 vehicle thefts
Almost 30 per cent had keys left inside them

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Southeast Regional Library is offering patrons 
another new resource to encourage literacy skill 
development in children.

Literacy encompasses the ability to read and 
write within a variety of contexts. Everyday 
Literacy Kits are an innovative way to support 
community needs in 
this area. Each kit 
includes four books 
and supplemental 
hands-on activities 
related to a particu-
lar theme. They are 
designed to help children become familiar with 
tasks and confident in a variety of everyday set-
tings. 

The library has assembled six Everyday Lit-
eracy Kits that cover topics like seasons, telling 
time, visiting the dentist, finances, tying shoes 
and understanding letters and words. The con-
tents of each kit can be viewed on Southeast Li-
brary’s webpage. The kits can be borrowed and 
taken home just like books or other traditional 
library materials. Requests to borrow the kits can 
also be submitted through the website using a 
valid library card.

For more information about the Everyday Liter-
acy Kits, visit www.southeastlibrary.ca/everyday-
literacy or speak with the local branch librarian. 

Southeast Library offers
everyday literacy kits
to support kids’ learning
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF CUPAR

   Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the Town of Cupar intends to 
adopt a bylaw under The Planning and Development Act, 2007 to amend Bylaw 
No. 03-2014 known as the Zoning Bylaw.
INTENT
 The proposed bylaw will rezone the land described below from C – 
Commercial to R – Residential.
AFFECTED LAND
 The affected land is legally described as Lot 10 Block 1 Plan EX1023.

REASON
 The reason for the amendment is that the Commercial business is no longer, 
the property has been sold and the new owners wish to reside on the premises.
PUBLIC INSPECTION
 Any person may inspect the bylaw at the Municipal office at 111 Stanley 
Street, Cupar between 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. (closed from 12 noon to 1 p.m.) 
Monday to Friday, excluding statutory holidays. Copies are available at cost.
PUBLIC HEARING
 Council will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at 7 p.m. at 
Town Office, Cupar, SK to hear any person or group that wants to comment on 
the proposed bylaw. Council will also consider written comments received at 
the hearing or delivered to the undersigned at the municipal office before the 
hearing. . 
 Issued at the Town of Cupar this 8th day of March 2022.

Silvia Virgilio, Administrator

Zone to R – Residential (both maps showing same location)

LANDFILL

Minimum load charge is $10
Closed Sundays and Statutory Holidays

northvalleywaste.ca

• November 1 to April 30 •
Monday to Friday  

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday - NEW HOURS

11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Saskatchewan’s spring runoff report 
Conditions still vary across the province

Provincial News
Grasslands News 

The Water Security Agency (WSA) 
is sharing the spring runoff forecast for 
2022. This forecast is based on condi-
tions as of March 1. WSA actively moni-
tors snowpack and precipitation during 
the winter months to forecast the prov-
ince’s available water supply through 
the summer and fall and to prepare for 
any potential issues. WSA completed 
snow surveys in mid-February to assess 
the water available for runoff. For the 
most part, water supplies from the prov-
ince’s major reservoirs are expected to 
continue to meet the province’s needs 
in 2022.

As previously reported, the hot and 
dry conditions throughout 2021 caused 
most areas of the province to go into 
winter with drier than normal moisture 
conditions. Therefore, despite signifi-
cant amounts of snow, some areas with 
dry conditions at freeze-up are still pre-
dicted to have normal to below normal 
runoff. 

WSA is currently expecting a below 
to well below normal snowmelt runoff 
response over much of southern Sas-
katchewan. Only areas east of Moose 
Jaw are forecast to receive near or 
above normal runoff. Below normal run-
off in the southwest may result in some 
water supply issues, including shortages 

and potentially water quality related is-
sues later in the year. With a significant 
snowpack, above to well above normal 
snowmelt runoff yields are expected 
across central areas of the province. 
However, flooding is not expected at 
this time.

With significant snowpack within the 
North Saskatchewan River Basin, there 
is an elevated risk of a dynamic ice 
breakup event occurring on the North 
Saskatchewan River. This may result 
in ice jamming and flooding similar to 
what was observed on the river in 2020. 
The public should remain vigilant when 
near melting waterways as ice jamming 
and breakup can be unpredictable.

With an alpine snowpack that is gen-
erally well above normal, the agency is 
optimistic that flows on the Saskatch-
ewan River System and levels at Lake 
Diefenbaker will be better than what 
was observed in 2021. The Water Secu-
rity Agency will continue to protect and 
manage their water supply to support 
industry and habitat. 

When developing this snowmelt 
runoff outlook, WSA assumes normal 
weather conditions going forward to the 
conclusion of the melt. Any increased 
runoff potential would be reflected in 
the April forecast provided runoff is not 
already underway. The current report 
can be found on the wsask.ca website 
under Provincial Forecast.

Give the gift 
that keeps  

on giving!
Gift subscriptions 

available by calling 
us toll free at 

1-844-GNG-NEWS
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ALLIANCE HEALTH
would like to  

Welcome  

Dr. Noma lguodala and  

Dr. Elena Sadeghian  
as full time doctors in our clinic.

As of March 1, 2022,  

Dr. P. Groenewald  
will be relocating to Alliance Health  

as a full time Walk-In doctor.

398 Broadway Street
Yorkton, SK S3NOP2

306-782-1122

BOOK YOUR 
RENTAL 
EQUIPMENT 
TODAY!
   •
   •
   •
   • DIY projects

Call or email us for equipment 
pricing and availability.

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Warren McEwen, owner of Firefly 
Rentals in Indian Head, has earned 
a good reputation providing reliable 
equipment and service to customers 
from Chamberlain west to Manitoba and 
south to the border.  

“Most of our customers are repeat, 
they know us well and trust us,” he told 
Grasslands News. 

Firefly Rentals was established in Es-
tevan in 2011 when a friend suggested 
that McEwen purchase a few diesel-pow-
ered light towers so he could rent them 
for use at an oil field. McEwen’s previ-
ous experience working with an indus-
trial supply store served him well in the 
new venture. 

McEwen and his wife Meagan moved 
to Indian Head in 2014 and brought the 
business with them. Now a sea-can sur-
rounded by various types of equipment 
provides a cozy office space in a corner 
of the large, fenced yard on Industrial 
Drive. Since McEwen’s initial purchase 
of a few light towers, the inventory at 

Firefly has expanded greatly. From ae-
rial lifts and skid steers, to generators 
and air compressors, Firefly offers a 
range of equipment for construction, oil 
field and other industrial uses. There 
are also concrete tools and smaller ma-
chines available for residential projects. 

Customers are welcome to pick up 
the rentals in Indian Head or McEwen 
offers delivery service, transporting 
equipment throughout southeast Sas-
katchewan. When he is not busy de-
livering rentals to job sites, McEwen 
services the equipment himself to en-
sure it is ready for the next customer.

In addition to meeting customer’s 
needs, Firefly Rentals strives to have 
a positive impact on the local commu-
nity. The business donates thousands of 
dollars each year to projects in Indian 
Head, Grenfell, Montmarte and other 
towns. “We try to spread it around to 
all the communities that support us,” 
McEwen explained. 

Information about available equip-
ment can be found at www.firefly-rent-
als.ca or by calling Warren McEwen at 
306-695-3535.

-

Business feature

Firefly Rentals, Indian Head



By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Parents trying to call 
their children’s school 
last Thursday were 
greeted by a busy signal. 
A SaskTel service line 
was damaged and it im-
pacted phone and Internet 
service for all of Prairie 
Valley School Division.

PVSD phones use 
Voice Over Internet Pro-
tocol (VOIP) and Internet 
service is routed through 
the division office in Re-
gina. A service disruption 
began at approximately 
10 a.m. on March 10 and 
was resolved by 5 p.m. 
the same day. 

“A contractor working 
for SaskPower was doing 

some high voltage line 
relocation,” explained 
Ian Hanna, Communi-
cations Specialist for 
PVSD. “While doing some 
trenching work, a fiber 
optic cable was inadver-
tently severed. SaskTel 
was called in to install a 
new fiber line.” 

In the meantime, 
school principals used 
PVSD cell phones to post 
messages on social media 
alerting parents to the 
problem. Bus drivers con-
tacted families directly 
regarding afternoon bus 
cancellations caused by 
inclement weather. This 
would normally have 
been communicated via 
the division website but 
the site was inaccessible 
and displayed an error 

message during the ser-
vice disruption. 

Hanna said the profes-
sional response of both
school staff and SaskTel
employees was appreci-
ated. 

“Prairie Valley School 
Division would like to ex-
tend our sincere thanks 
to SaskTel workers 
who installed the new
line during some nasty 
weather conditions,” he 
stated. “We’d also like
to thank our local ad-
ministrators for keeping 
parents in the loop and
keeping the lines of com-
munication open, as well 
as our bus drivers for
notifying parents about
cancelations, due to the
deteriorating weather 
conditions.”
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Do your part to 
prevent crime.

Contact:
1-800-222-TIPS

Hear what you’ve
been missing

#18 First Avenue N.  Yorkton, SK    

306-782-1793
418 Kensington Ave. #5 Estevan, SK    

306-636-3277 
709 Carlton St., Moosomin, SK    

306-435-3277 

www. suncountryhearing.com       www.yorktonhearing.com

• Hearing Tests 
• Hearing Aids 
• Repairs 
• Batteries
• Custom Molds
• Cognivue

Need an apprasial
on assets?

Give our
Sales Manager,
Trent Guenther,

a call today
1-306-621-4739

www.yacauctions.com
Lic 325025

9-26c - Odd

Planning on Selling
Some Equipment or

having a Farm Auction?

PRINTING
We make it EASY

CALL US TODAY!
1-844-GNG-NEWS

Subscribe TODAY!

Join Grasslands News 12,000 weekly readers

Name:

Address: 

Town/City:      Prov:

Postal Code:         Phone:

Email Address:

Please make cheques out to Grasslands News Group

❑ Visa ❑ MastercardPayment by:

❑ Cheque or Money Order (enclosed)

Expiry

Signature

Telephone Orders: 1-844-GNG-NEWS 

✁

✁

SUBSCRIBE TO THE FOLLOWING:

Forms should be mailed to Grasslands News Group, Box 1420, Melville, SK, S0A 2P0

❑ Fort Qu’Appelle Times   ❑ Indian Head-Wolseley News   ❑ Kipling Clipper  
❑ Melville Advance   ❑ Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun 

WHY SUBSCRIBE?
• Stay informed about your community.
• You support local businesses who support you back.
• The newspaper is the community’s only historical record.
• A viable newspaper shows a strong community.
• It’s less than buying one cup of coffee per week 

CALL US TOLL FREE AT 1-844-464-6397 

Help to build a stronger community!

*Pick-up box subscriptions not available for the Indian Head-Wolseley News or Kipling Clipper.

PVSD phone service outage

Prairie Women on Snowmobiles coming to an end

Celebrating 22 years of prairie women 
supporting cancer patients in Sask.

Provincial News
Grasslands News 

The Cancer Founda-
tion of Saskatchewan and 
the Canadian Cancer So-
ciety are celebrating the 

tremendous contributions 
made by Prairie Women 
on Snowmobiles (PWOS) 
with a Dinner on March 
19th in Humboldt, Sas-
katchewan! 

After 22 years of fund-

raising and advocacy for 
cancer research and care, 
the Prairie Women on 
Snowmobiles (PWOS) are 
parking their snowmo-
biles. 

Founded in 2001, Prai-
rie Women on Snowmo-
biles has raised more 
than $2.9 million dollars 
in support of cancer re-
search and care in Sas-
katchewan. In addition, 
they have been influen-
tial in improving access 
to breast cancer screen-
ings and building aware-

ness of the importance of 
early detection of breast 
cancer. 

On Mar. 19, the PWOS 
were honoured by the 
Cancer Foundation of 
Saskatchewan and the 
Canadian Cancer Society 
with a dinner in Hum-
boldt. During the event, 
an SUV was unveiled that 
PWOS has provided to 
the Saskatchewan Cancer 
Agency’s breast cancer 
screening program. The 
breast cancer screening 
program includes a mo-
bile mammography unit 
which provides approx-
imately 8,200 mammo-
grams annually in rural 
and remote communities 
across the province. 

Speed drift
A speed sign is almost completely buried by 
snow along Front Street in Grenfell. The drifts 
along the street are over 6 feet high in spots.
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Trust us with 
what matters 
most.

215 - 3rd Ave. W., Melville, SK 306.728.2165
www.trustmarkinsurance.ca

HOME | AUTO | FARM | BUSINESS | LIFE & HEALTH

Click: www.ihchrysler.ca
Call /Text: 306.695.2254

SALES | SERVICE | PARTS | DETAIL
Open: Monday to Saturday from 8 am to 5 pm

Dealer 
Licence #330321

2017 FORD ESCAPE SE
BLUETOOTH | SATELLITE RADIO

Stock # 25321A
WAS $23,450 NOW $21,874

2019 RAM 1500 EXPRESS
HEMI | KEYLESS ENTRY

Stock # 9022A
WAS $41,745 NOW $39,980

Pile-up

-

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Trans-Canada Highway outside 
of Whitewood turned into mayham on 
Monday night when a one kilometre 
stretch of roadway saw three different 
accidents in a span of 12-hours, the larg-
est of which involved five semis and re-
sulted in the closure of the eastbound 
lane of Highway 1.

The accidents all occurred within a 
couple hundred foot span of Highway 1, 
approximately seven kilometres east of 
Whitewood. While roads throughout the 
area were mainly clear, that small sec-
tion had turned to sheer ice as a result 
of blowing snow.

The first accident happened at 
around 7:14 p.m. on March 14 when an 
eastbound SUV with a lone male driver 
lost control and rolled into the center 
median, coming to rest on its roof. The 
driver was not injured in the rollover 
and the scene was cleaned up in less 
than an hour and a half.

Less than two hours after emergency 
personnel left the scene, an eastbound 
halfton truck with two occupants lost 
control at the exact same spot and rolled 
into the center ditch, coming to rest on 
its side less than 50 yards from where 
the earlier rollover occurred. The male 
driver was not injured and the female 
passenger was treated on scene by EMS. 

Whitewood Fire Department Deputy 
Chief Chris Ashfield said the road con-
ditions at the site of the accidents were 
extremely hazardous, and he could see 

how drivers coming from dry road-
ways could easily be surprised with the 
changing road conditions.

“The section of ice came out of no-
where for drivers so anyone who tried 
to tap the breaks, had their cruise 
control set or made any sudden turns 
would find themselves quickly out of 
control,” said Ashfield. “The ice was 
so bad that it was difficult even stand-
ing on the highway in some places. We 
even had several emergency vehicles 
slide around while trying to stop, but 
fortunately were able to maintain con-
trol and safely come to a stop on the 
side of the road.” 

Later that same night, in the early 
morning hours of March 15 at about 2:55 
a.m., a call came in reporting a collision 
involving multiple semis at the same lo-
cation as the two earlier rollovers. Re-
sponding to the scene, Whitewood Fire 
Department arrived to find the accident 
was a lot more complex than what was 
initially reported. 

“When we arrived on scene there 
was a rolled over semi tractor unit in 
the center median and its trailer was 
on its side several hundred feet further 
down the highway. On the other side 
was a jackknifed semi and trailer in the 
opposite ditch, facing the wrong way. 
As we examined the scene further, we 
found three more semis parked further 
down the highway that had also been 
involved as well as an SUV which had 
swerved to miss everything and ended 
up in the center ditch,” said Ashfield.

Three of the semis spilled part of 
their loads onto the highway, which 

included frozen foods, pasta sauce and 
lumber.  The semi tractor that had 
rolled was also leaking diesel fuel into 
the ditch.

“Everything was covered in a thick 
layer of pasta sauce, from the highway 
to the other vehicles and eventually our 
firefighters’ gear. It was a real mess,” 
said Ashfield. 

OK Tire out of Whitewood was on 
scene within minutes of the accident 
with two tow trucks, including a heavy 
rescue truck, as well as a skid steer to 
clear debris and sauce off the highway. 

With both easbound lanes blocked, 
traffic quickly began to back up along 
Highway 1 and within half an hour was 
more than a kilometre long. By the time 
the roadway was opened back up to sin-
gle lane traffic at around 6:30 a.m., both 
eastbound lanes had traffic lined up for 
more than three kilometres.

Recovery crews were still working 
at the site on Wednesday, unloading 
the tipped over trailer so it could be 
uprighted and removed from the scene.

None of the people involved in the 
pile-up with the semis were injured. 

Icy patch causes five semi pile-up on Highway 1
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Travis Keisig 

306-334-3444

Member of the Legislative Assembly 
for Last Mountain-Touchwood 

306-334-3444

110 Elgin St. 
Balcarres, SK 
S0G 0C0

lastmountaintouchwood.mla@sasktel.net

METAL ROOFING & SIDING
1-306-731-2066 www.versaframe.ca

CUSTOM TRIM & FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES

ARM RIVER METALS

Hon. Warren Kaeding PAg.
MLA for Melville-Saltcoats

Minister of Environment

Phone: 306-728-3881
warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

22033DS0 
22033DS1

will make a big differ-
ence to families that are 
perhaps living in Neu-
dorf or Yorkton and they 
are thinking about mov-
ing. And a tax incentive 

that makes a difference 
could be an attraction in 
that area,” said van Zyl. 

Director of Public 
Works & Planning Ser-
vices Andrew Fahlman 

informed council that 
they are currently work-
ing on a strategy and
with a realtor to sell the
Toronto Street and Win-
nipeg Street lots.  He 
said those plans will be
brought to council in the
near future but that they 
can include tax incen-
tives if council wished.

“We can look at resi-
dential tax incentives as
well and see what other 
communities do and per-
haps include that in that
report,” said Fahlman. 

Councillor Rondeau
added that tax incentives
are hard to gauge the 
overall impact they have 
to a community but they 
are something he be-
lieves the City needs to
be able to handle any sit-
uation regarding incen-
tives to promote growth. 

“We can’t necessarily
define a value add to the 
community of Melville 
but we will know it when
we see it so I do think it 
should be done on a case 
by case basis,” said coun-
cillor Rondeau. 

On average, the City 
of Melville has provided
$86,028 per year of incen-
tives for the last eight 
years. If residential prop-
erties, such as Caleb Vil-
lage, was excluded the
average drops to approx-
imately $22,224 per year 
in incentives.

City staff will take 
the feedback from coun-
cil and use it to develop
a draft policy to bring
back for review and dis-
cussion in the coming
months.

Property tax incentives discussed by city council
- continued from front page

Fairbanks experiences Operation Nanook-Nunalivut
Reservist deploys to the Arctic for training

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

As a youngster donning his Army 
Cadet uniform, Matt Fairbanks never 
imagined that this childhood venture 
would years later lead him to such an 
exciting and rewarding life in his future 
years.

Fairbanks served in the cadets until 
he was aged out at 18 years and now 
serves as an army reservist in the 10th 
Field Artillery Regiment 64th Battery. He 
has been a reservist for the past 16-years. 

Fairbanks shared his passion and his 
experiences with Grasslands News when 
he was contacted for an interview about 
his latest training expedition, Operation 
NANOOK-NUNALIVUT (Op NA-NU) in 
the Arctic.

Being a reservist “Is the best of both 
worlds,” Fairbanks stated. “You can 
enjoy your civilian life but also be a part 
of the great life in the military where I 
enjoy the good morale and camaraderie.”

Fairbanks went on to explain, “As a 
reservist, you are expected to serve a 
couple a days a month and there is also 
training for 10 days a month. We usually 
train in Yorkton but also do artillery 
training in Dundurn (SK) or Shilo (MB).” 

He is a deck commander so is in charge 
of guns such as the 105 mm Howatzer 
and 81 mm mortars. Being an artillery 
battery, the reservists also serve as fire 
fighters with fire departments. 

Fairbanks is on the Arctic response 
group so every two years, they travel to a 
different place in the Arctic for training 
and the year between, they stay around 
Lake Winnipeg.

This year, from February 14 to 28, 2022, 
Fairbanks took part in Operation NA-NU, 
a joint Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) op-
eration designed to foster greater interop-
erability in a combined-joint defence and 

security activity in Canada’s Arctic. This 
is the only NANOOK operation that oc-
curs in the winter months. 

The information that Fairbanks could 
share about this operation came from 
his command where it was stated, “This 
year’s iteration of Op NA-NU, will pro-
vide an opportunity to enhance Joint 
Task Force (North)’s (JTFN) organiza-
tional knowledge across all domains, and 
the CAF’s ability to rapidly project forces 
in Canada’s Arctic.

Op NA-NU is an operation conducted 
annually since 2006 in Canada’s North. 
Joint Task Force (North) (JTFN) is com-
mitted to demonstrating the ability to 
operate in harsh and austere conditions, 
and enhancing the CAF’s capability to 
respond to a variety of situations in the 
North.

Op NA-NU 22 participants respond to 
realistic scenarios and conduct multiple 
tasks ranging from ground and under-ice 

activities to complex logistical support.
Each training operation is different, 

Fairbanks confirmed. Things such as 
snowmobiling 100 miles and setting up 
camp for a night and then repeating this 
was given as an example. 

“We sleep in igloos we build or tents 
in the different areas of the Arctic that 
we train at,” said Fairbanks. “There may 
be back-packing or equipment repair 
training on site. It’s good survival train-
ing for sure.

“This trip, the navy was training in 
diving and the air force was building air 
strips and practicing air drops with land 
force teams.”

The Air Task Force is the air compo-
nent of the operation and is located in 
Inuvik, NT. The Land Task Force is the 
ground component and LTF activity oc-

curred in the areas around and between 
Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk. The Dive Task 
Force is the marine component of the op-
eration and under-ice dives occured in 
Tuktoyaktuk.

“The Joint Task Force North is proud 
to have well-trained and dedicated mem-
bers from across Canada participating 
in this operation,” the message from the 
command stated. 

Op NA-NU 22 is about cooperation and
interoperability. JTFN strives to incorpo-
rate all three elements of the Canadian 
Armed Forces, along with other northern 
partners to enhance their ability to oper-
ate in the North.

Op NA-NU 22 is a multinational oper-
ation and military members from both 
France and the United States join CAF 
members on the air, ground, and ice.

This year Op NA-NU 22 was held pri-
marily in Tuktoyaktuk, NT, in February 
with the iteration of the operation pro-
viding an opportunity to enhance Joint
Task Force (North)’s (JTFN) organiza-
tional knowledge across all domains, and 
the CAF’s ability to rapidly project forces 
throughout the Arctic in the winter.

Fairbanks summed up his experiences
in the Arctic and being in the reserve in 
two words, “Great experience!” 

He says he has done so many things, 
and overall, it changes your whole con-
cept of yourself and your capabilities. 
You learn so many things – respect, orga-
nization and leadership skills. 

While not off training with the reserve 
regiment, Fairbanks works at Mosco Me-
chanical as an industrial plumber. The 
company is very understanding of his
work with the reserves. He says that as 
a way to thank them for allowing him to
serve, the army does an employee appre-
ciation once a year.   

Arctic exercises
Matt Fairbanks, who is a member of the 10th Field Artillery Regiment 64th Battery, 

February.
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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Melville city council 
has approved a tender 
for road construction 
this spring on sections of 
Prince Edward Street and 
Third Avenue East. Work 
will asphalt, curb replace-
ment and storm sewer 
replacement on Prince 
Edward Street, between 
First and Third Avenue 
East, as well as mill and 
fill work on Third Avenue 
East from King Street to 
Prince Edward Street.

The project was ten-
dered in February and the 
City received two quotes 
for the project, both of 
which came in under 
the $985,000 that was ap-
proved for the project in 
the 2022 budget. A tender 
from Fedorowich Con-
struction out of Yorkton 
came in at $783,369 while 
ASL Paving out of Saska-
toon submitted a bid for 
$865,259. Both prices in-
clude the taxes.

During his report to 
council, Director of Pub-
lic Works & Planning Ser-
vices Andrew Fahlman 
noted that Fedorowich’s 
bid suggested using a 
different asphalt mix 
than what was requested, 
which is acceptable for 
the project, but it was 
not what the City had 
requested on its tender. 
But he said that the main 
things that stood out be-
tween the two tenders 
was not only the price but 
also the time line given to 
complete the work. 

“One contractor (Fe-
dorowich) had proposed 
somewhere between June 
1 and September to com-
pete the work while the 
other company (ASL) 
put us and this project 
at the top of their sched-
ule where as soon as the 
snow is gone and the 
frost is starting to come 
out, they want to get 
started on this project,” 
said Fahlman. “This is 
very important because 
we are repairing the road 
and replacing the road in 
its entirety in front of the 
fire hall. We have a lot of 
residents along there as 
well on Third Avenue and 
Prince Edward Street so 
it was important to take 
that into account.  That is 
why we are recommend-
ing to go with ASC Pav-
ing out of Saskatoon.”

Before making a mo-
tion to approve the ten-
der, Councillor Lori Kraft 
said that she did have 
concerns with the price 
difference at first but then 
after reading Fahlman’s 
report and explanation 
for preferring the more 
expensive quote, she 
agreed it was the right 
decision.

“I’m going to be honest 
when I saw this and saw 
it $80,000 more, I kind of 
did a ‘Eik’ because we are 
trying to save $2,000 here 
and $4,000 here but when 
I read your explanation 

and not only time frame 
but that they are using 
the actual required ingre-
dients, the right asphalt 
mix that we want and ev-
erything, it really made 
sense that we are not only 
getting just the time but 
the right quality (of as-
phalt),” said Kraft.

Fahlman pointed out 
that along with the costs 
associated with the ten-
der, the City will also 
be responsible for ap-
proximately $32,000 in 
engineering and testing 
during the construction 
and $37,000 in pre-con-
struction engineering and 
design costs. Even with 
the more expensive ten-
der, the total cost of the 
project will be $934,259. 

“With those additional 
costs, we are still pro-
jected to be under budget 
by approximately $60,000. 
That does give us a little 
bit of room for any un-
foreseens,” said Fahlman.

Council voted unani-
mously in favour of a mo-
tion to accept the quote 
from ASL Paving, which 
included the stimulation 
that the gas tax funding 
received this year be ap-
plied towards the costs of 
the project. 
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CALL: 306-435-3313  

Moosomin, SK 

www.celebrationford.com

2018 EXPLORER LTD
LEATHER SEATS |$42,999

$166 PER 
WEEK 1T049C

2018 F150 LARIAT
LEATHER SEATS | $52,999

$199 PER 
WEEK 1T206A

2017 EXPLORER XLT
HEATED SEATS | BLUETOOTH | $27,999

$111 PER 
WEEK 2T011A

2016 EDGE SLE
HEATED SEATS | BLUETOOTH | $24,999

$109 PER 
WEEK 1T202A

2019 RAM 1500 
CLASSIC | $39,999

$139 PER 
WEEK 2P047

PRE-OWNED

$AVINGS EVENT
ACT NOW! 

THESE DEALS 
WON’T LAST LONG!

Prairie Co-operative Ltd. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday, April 7, 2022 
7:00 pm 

Melville Community Works 
800 Prince Edward Street, Melville

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The elementary stu-
dents and the staff at 
Whitewood School put 
out a great effort for this 
year’s Terry Fox Run and 
were rewarded by being 
recognized as one of the 
“Top Fundraising Schools 
of 2021” by the Terry Fox 

Foundation.
Grayson School also 

placed in the Secondary 
group of Top Fundraising 
Schools with their dona-
tion.

Of the top 15 schools 
listed for the Elemen-
tary schools, Whitewood 
School placed 7th with 
their donation of $6,781.15. 

The schools placing 
higher in donations than 
Whitewood included: 2 
from Saskatoon ($9,419.20 

and $6,836.55), Carlyle 

$8,274.00), Swift Cur-

rent ($7,780.34), Macklin 
($7,043.75) and Regina 
Beach $6,855.00). 

The top 15 elementary
schools donated a total of
$97,124.24.

Grayson School placed
15th in the list of Sec-
ondary schools who in
total donated $68,525.20. 
Grayson School made
the list of the top 15 with
their donation total of 
$2,734.95.  

Schools recognized as top Terry Fox fundraisers
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City approves 
paving tender

Sleigh ride Sunday
Melville and District Agri-Park invited the community to come out and enjoy a sleigh ride on Sunday, 
March 13. Many people enjoyed the warm weather and took part in the various activities, which 
included a trade show and refreshments.

SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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519-4th Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK883291

House | 2 bds, 1 bath 

$85,000

430-6th Ave W, Melville
MLS#SK856083

House | 2 bds, 1 bth

$99,500Pillar & Agripark Rd lots
105 Piller Rd, Melville 

$49,900 MLS® # SK878425

251 Agripark Rd, Melville 
$49,900 MLS® # SK878430 

249 Agripark Rd, Melville  
$49,900 MLS® #SK878429

544 Prince Edward St, Melville
MLS® # SK860829

House | 2 bds, 2 bths 

$65,000

2760-5th Ave E, Melville
MLS® # SK877358

House | 3 bds, 2 bths 

$149,900

Tammy Wandy
LOCAL AGENT
tammylwandy@gmail.com
306-501-9828

REGINA REALTY

13-2nd Ave N, Yorkton
MLS® # SK878214

Commercial

$250,000

466-4th Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK880847

House | 4 bds, 2 bths 

$139,900

580-10th Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK885296

House | 5 bds, 3 bths 

$345,000SOLD

1105 Main St, Melville
MLS® # SK886522

House | 5 bds, 2 bths 

$289,000NEW
LISTING

346-6th Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK886447

House | 3 bds, 2 bths 

$235,000NEW
LISTING

10 Centennial Cres, Melville
MLS® # SK886185

House | 3 bds, 1 bth 

$167,000NEW
LISTING

MLS® # SK885989
Vacant Lot

$12,000NEW
LISTING

344-10th Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK885385

House | 3 bds, 1 bath 

$162,000

189 Manitoba St, Melville
MLS® # SK885417

House | 3 bds, 2 bths 

$149,000

MLS® # SK872319
House | 4 bds, 2 bths 

$269,000

1248 Main St, Melville
MLS® # SK872406

House | 3 bds, 1 bath 

$149,900

318-4th Ave E, Melville
MLS® # SK878307

House | 2 bds, 2 bths 

$159,000
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

PR  CE DROP

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The season has come to an 
end for the Fort Knox in the 
Prairie Junior Hockey League 
(PJHL) after the team was elim-
inated in game six of the south-
ern semi-finals by the Pilot 
Butte Storm.

Fort Knox took a two game 
lead in the series, beating Pilot 
Butte 5-2 in game one on Mar. 4 
and 6-2 in game two on Mar. 5. 
But the Storm began to rumble 
in game three of the series on 
Mar. 8, winning it 9-5, and car-

rying on with that momentum 
into the next three games to win 
the best-of-seven series 4-2.

Game four on Mar. 9 ended 
in a 5-3 loss for the Knox after a 
third period scoring spree that 
saw six of the game’s eight goals 
scored. The two teams were tied 
at 1-1 heading into the third pe-
riod after singles by Fort’s Mad-
den Wallis and a power play 
goal by Pilot Butte’s Parker 
Hendren, both in the first frame. 

The Storm’s Daiton Dmy-
triw scored early in the open-
ing minutes of the third to give 
the Storm a 2-1 lead. The score 
then remained unchanged for 

another 10 minutes of play at 
which time Pilot Butte’s Adam 
Husli began what would be-
come a back and forth five-goal 
scoring spree between the two 
teams. The Fort’s Matthew 
Plews scored next on a power 
play followed by the Storm’s 
Riley Woykin, also on a power 
play. The Knox’s River Banks 
answered right back and then 
Pilot Butte’s Adam Husli ended 
the game with his second goal 
of the night with just 10-seconds 
remaining on the clock.

Game five of the series was 
on Mar. 12 in Fort Qu’Appelle 
where the Storm held the Knox 

to just one goal in a 5-1 game. 
Justice Montgrand scored the 
lone goal late in the second 
period for the Fort with Pilot 
Butte’s five goals coming in the 
second and third from Adam 
Husli, Kolby Kaban, Riley Woy-
kin, Nlan Stoudt and Dylan Si-
mank. 

Game six on Mar. 13 in Pilot 
Butte also saw the Fort Knox 
held to just a single goal in a 
game that ended in a 4-1 win to 
give the Storm the series. Taylor 
Halbgewachs scored the Fort’s 
lone goal in the second period 
with Pilot Butte scoring once 
each in the first and second and 

twice in the third. Easton Johns 
scored two of those goals, one on 
a power play, with others com-
ing from Conner Giebel, also on
a power play, and from Lucius 
Schmidt. 

Pilot Butte will now face 
the Regina Capitals, who clean 
-swept the Regina Silver Foxes 
in four games, for the south di-
vision final. The winner of that
series will play the winner of 
the north division series be-
tween the Saskatoon Quakers 
and either the Carrot River 
Outbacks or Saskatoon Westleys 
(game 7 of the series is Mar. 16) 
for the PJHL championship.

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Grenfell Spitfires’ dreams 
of winning a Provincial B cham-
pionship title were quashed last 
weekend when the senior team 
lost the best-of-three semi-final 
series to the Outlook Ice Hawks.

Game one of the 
series was played in 
Outlook on March 9 

where the Spitfires won the game 
7-2. But Outlook came back strong 
in game two in Grenfell on March 
12, taking a quick four goal lead 
in the opening period and skating 
away with a 10-2 win to tie the 
series at one a piece. With every-

thing on the line for both teams, 
Grenfell headed to Outlook on 
March 13 for game three which 
they ended up losing 7-1, bringing 
their Provincial run to an end. 

Outlook will now face Kinder-
sley in the Provincial B senior 
division final. The best-of-three 
series will be wrapped up by 
March 28.

Spitfire’s
season
over

Fort Knox PJHL playoff run silenced by Storm
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SHANNON 
TRANSPORT

#1 in the bin, since 1982

Gary  306-435-7445
Wapella, Sask.

Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK
Phone 306-728-2730

306-331-8833

OW TOWING SERVICES
24 Hour Service

Cell: 306-331-8833

655 Broad Street, Regina, Sask

1-800-667-9976 – taylorautogroup.ca

Ervin Wolfe
Product Advisor

ervinwolfe@taylorautogroup.ca

Cell 306-533-5945
PH: 306-728-5808

P.O. Box 1708,
Melville, Sask., S0A 2P0

Email: AdvanceTrucking@sasktel.net

Grain, Dry & Liquid Fertilizer 
Hauling

• SGI Accredited

• Minor Dents & Scratches 
toComplete Restorations

• Courtesy Car

• Glass Replacement & 
Complete Frame Repair

• Free Estimates & 
Workmanship Warranty

306-695-3575

TnT
Autobody & 
Customizing

- Indian Head -

Stop In and See Us at

Neudorf

Open Monday - Saturday (Closed Sunday)
Phone 306-748-2474

• Full Service Gas Pumps 
• Diesel Dye Pumps

• Tire Repair & Tires • Full Line of Hardware 
& Automotive Supplies

• Minor Automotive Repairs • Feed 
• Bulk Petroleum

AUTOMOTIVE  DIRECTORY

MONDAY A.M.
March 7

 L

Team   Pts.

MONDAY COMMERCIAL
March 7

 L

Team   Pts.

March 8
 L

Team   Pts.

WEDNESDAY LADIES
March 9

 L

Team   Pts.

TUESDAY YBC
March 8

Team   Pts.

THURSDAY YBC
March 10

 

Team   Pts.

SATURDAY YBC
March 12

Team   Pts.

Melville Bowl Arena Scores/Standings

as of March 15
SHERWOOD DIVISION

Team GP W L OTL/SOL Pts.

GLOBAL AG RISK SOL. DIVISION
Team GP W L OTL/SOL Pts.

VITERRA DIVISION
Team GP W L OTL/SOL Pts.

**x- clinched playoff position
**y-clinched division

SJHL 
League

Standings

MCS senior boys basketball
Back row (l-r): Coach Alex Popoff, Colin Denesiuk, Hao Chen, Cameron Rutten, Brodie Dobson, Justin 

Arenas, Eric Dumeie, Delin Wieger.

Submitted
Grasslands News 

On Friday, March 11 
the Melville Compre-
hensive Senior Boys 
basketball team took on 
Lumsden High School in 
the regional play-in game. 
The winner of the game 
would go on to qualify 
for Regionals which is 
the final 16 teams play-
ing down in single elim-
ination until a provincial 
champion is crowned.

After a nervous start 
from MCS, the first 
quarter ended 14-12 in 
favour of Melville with 
both teams playing hard. 
After some adjustments 
during the quarter break 
and hot shooting by Jus-
tin Schultz to start the 
2nd quarter, the Cobras 
jumped out to a 15-point 
lead going into halftime. 
From there, it was contin-
ued Cobra dominance as 
the team in purple contin-
ued to add onto their com-
fortable lead and capped 
it off with a 3rd quarter 

slam-dunk by Dakota 
Gawel. From there, domi-
nate rebounding by Cam-
eron Rutten and solid 
point guard play by King 
Ofiaza allowed the Cobras 
to close the out the game 
with a 30-point victory.

Reflecting on the 
game, Coach Popoff said, 
“I thought we played 
great, out best effort and 
result on the season by 
far. We’ve been saying 
all year that we want our 
best product to be in time 
for playoffs and tonight it 
all came together.”

Impact players in the 
game for MCS were Jus-
tin Schultz with 19 points, 
King Ofiaza with 12 points 
- 9 rebounds and 8 assists 
while Dakota Gawel and 
Cameron Rutten each had 
a double-double.

The Cobras will take 
on A.E. Peacock at home 
in Moose Jaw this Friday 
(Mar. 18) at Regionals.

“They’re a good team, 
they’re ranked #2 in the 
4A category. We will 
have our work cut out as 
they’re playing in their 
home gym with their 
home crowd, but this will 
be, as much as anything, 
a good learning experi-
ence for us. We return 
all but one player next 
season so the focus is still 
on getting better and im-
proving with each outing. 
We’re looking forward 
to the opportunity.” said 
Popoff.

MCS senior boys 
off to Regionals 
in basketball

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Whitewood Jets 
and Fort Knox U18 teams 
will face off for the B-side 
final after successful 
semi-final series which 
both teams won in two 
games.

Fort Knox defeated the  
Yorton Remax Terriers 
in game two on Tuesday 
night after taking a one-
game lead on Mar. 9 in a 
game in Yorkton. Mean-
while the Whitewood Jets 
advanced to the final after 
beating the Esterhazy Fly-
ers in both their appear-
ances on Mar. 13 and Mar. 
15.

Jets’ coach Troy Adams 
said the schedule for the 
B-side final series would 
likely be determined 
Thursday (Mar. 17) and 
he is hoping to see the se-
ries begin next week. The 
first game will be played 
in Fort Qu’Appelle at the 
Rexentre.

On the A-side, the 
Moosomin Rangers and 
Preeceville Pats will hit 
the ice for a best-of-three 

series with game one 
being in Moosomin on 
Mar. 24 at 7 p.m.

U18 Provincials
In the U18 Prov. C divi-

sion, Kipling lost game one 

of the best-of-three series 
6-2 to Carlyle. Game two 
of the series was March 16 
in Carlyle but details from 
the game were not avail-
able before press time. If 
Kipling won the game, a 

10-minute mini game was 
to be played at the end of
the match on Wednesday
to determine which team 
will advance to the finals
against Eston for the pro-
vincial title. 

Fort Knox and Whitewood to face off

Send us your
sports news!

Email: 
sports@gngnews.ca



By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

Unless there are some extraordinary transactions at 
the National Hockey League’s March 21 trade deadline, 
it’s becoming fairly obvious that only six or seven teams 
have a legitimate shot at this year’s Stanley Cup.

Sorry, Leafs’ fans, your team’s probably still one of the 
outsiders. But 1967 was a great year, right?

For the third straight season, there’s a good chance the 
Stanley Cup will be won by a team based in that frigid, 
ice-capped hockey hotbed of Florida. Tampa Bay Light-
ning were winners in 2020 and 2021, and they have a good 
shot at making it three in a row, thanks to their packed 
lineup featuring Sergei Vasilevskiy in goal, Steven Stam-
kos, Bryaden Point and Nikita Kucherov up front, and the 
game’s best (or second-best) defenceman, Victor Hedman. 
But if it’s not the Lightning, then it could be their cross-
state rivals, Florida Panthers. Florida lost its coach, Joel 
Quenneville, in the first month, but didn’t skip a beat, 
leading the Atlantic Conference almost all season. Florida 
is strong in goal with Sergei Bobrovsky and feature the 
highest-scoring team in the NHL — led by Sasha Bar-
kov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Sam Reinhart and defenceman 
Aaron Ekblad.

If the Cup winds up being displayed outside of Florida, 
watch for it being paraded around by players from one 
of the ‘C” teams — Carolina, Colorado or Calgary. The 
Hurricanes posted the league’s best winning percentage 
most of the season and coach Rod Brind’Amour seems to 
get the best out of his personnel; Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen leading the way up 
front with Jacob Slavin on defence and Frederik Ander-
sen in goal having outstanding seasons. Colorado has the 
big offensive quartet of Nazem Kadri, Nathan MacKin-
non, Mikko Rantanen and Gabriel Landeskog, along with 
arguably the game’s best (or second best) defenceman, 
Cale Makar. Flames’ fans have been encouraged by a re-
surgence by Johnny Gaudreau, and his powerplay pals 
Matthew Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm have been stal-
wart. Goalie Jacob Markstrom gives Calgary stability in 
the net that their northern cousins in Edmonton wish 
they had.

Who else? The Rangers have a chance, thanks in part 
to their Panarin-Kreider-Zibanejad trio on offence and 
starry goaltending by Igor Shesterkin. Can’t ever count 
out Sidney Crosby and Pittsburgh, who have picked up 
steam after a slow start. Two other dark horses might 
be Minnesota Wild and the Leafs, who just may ride the 
coattails of Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner to playoff 
success.

But hey, it’s still early. Teams still have 20 or so games 
to play and, who knows? Maybe the Oilers will start a re-

build by shipping Connor 
McDavid off to the Leafs 
for a package of draft picks, 
the entire CD collection of 
Drake, and lifetime admis-
sion for Edmontonians to 
the CN Tower. Hey, if the 
Oilers could trade Gretzky. 
…

• Nick Canepa of The 
San Diego Union-Tri-
bune, on Falcons owner 
Arthur Blank calling the 
NFL’s lack of minority 
head-coaching hires ‘just not acceptable’: “It’s apparently 
acceptable in Atlanta, where his Falcons are one of 13 
franchises never to have a Black head coach.”

• Bob Molinaro of pilotonline.com:: “Lent is the season 
for giving up things. Or possibly in the case of the Lakers, 
just giving up.”

• Susie Maxwell Berning, inducted into the World Golf 
Hall of Fame the same night as Tiger Woods: “Tiger, I 
know it’s hard to believe as young as I am but I won all 
of my majors before you were born. I won $16,000 for all 
four. I was wondering if you’d like to swap cheques?”

• Comedy writer Erid Stangel, on Twitter, just before 

the lockout ended: “If #MLB cancels any more games, the 
Pirates are going to get mathematically eliminated from 
the playoffs.”

• Golf broadcaster David Feherty at the Hall of Fame
induction ceremony, looking around the Global Home fa-
cility: “This building is so big it’s almost big enough to
contain the egos of Brooks and Bryson.”

• RJ Currie of sportsdeke.com: “Whenever I see BJ
Neufeld, former third for Manitoba’s Mike McEwen, play-
ing for Kevin Koe in Alberta, I think the same thing. 
Sweeping with the enemy.”

• Headline at fark.com: “Green Bay Packers punish 
Rodgers with 4-year, $200 million contract.”

• Dwight Perry of the Seattle Times: “Falcons receiver
Calvin Ridley has been suspended for the 2022 season for
betting on NFL games. Evidently he didn’t get the express 
written consent of the NFL’s official betting partners, Cae-
sars, DraftKings and FanDuel.”

• Another one from Perry: “Packers QB Aaron Rodg-
ers officiated at teammate David Bakhtiari’s wedding on
March 5. No word on whether Bakhtiari got the Rodgers 
rate, but the QB did get the bridesmaids to jump offside 
with a hard count.”

• TNT’s Charles Barkley, to ESPN Radio, on Packers 
QB Aaron Rodgers: “I think he’s the pretty girl that you
gotta tell her she’s pretty every day.”

Care to comment? Email brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca

Handful of NHL teams have shot at Stanley Cup
Sports Column

By Bruce Penton
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By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Grenfell High Community School (GHCS) is in-
viting adults and youth from the community to play 
badminton on Friday nights. The program began last 
week with 22 youth and six adults in attendance, and 
it is intended to provide students access to worthwhile 
activities outside of regular school hours. Principal Di-
onne Sproat is facilitating the sessions, which utilize 
resources available at the school. 

Drop-in badminton games will take place at the 
GHCS gym, 7 to 9 p.m. on Fridays, through April 8. 
Youth and adults can participate, whether or not they 
are directly affiliated with the school, and pre-registra-
tion is not required. Players must bring clean shoes to 
wear but rackets will be available for those who need 
them. The program will conclude with an open doubles 
tournament on Thursday, April 14. 

Basketball in Grenfell

Drop-in clinics 
on Friday night

Two vehicle collision
Ambulance personnel attended a two vehicle collision that happened at the intersection of Balfour 
Street and 5th Ave in Whitewood on March 10. Neither of the two drivers were seriously hurt but 
both vehicles substained extensive damage.



19www.grasslandsnews.ca March 18, 2022

Michael Fisher & Garnet Fisher

306-728-4581
Melville and Esterhazy

Grant Schmidt

306-728-5481
Melville

Fisher & Schmidt

128 - 4th Ave. East, Melville, SK

 

 

Balcarres
Agencies Ltd.

Off ering a wide selection of products and expertise 
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216 Main St. Balcarres, SK

Phone: 306-334-2401   Fax: 306-334-2705
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Phone 306-332-4666     1-800-563-4608   
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• Germania Mutual • Aviva • Oasis • Intact
• HUB Life and Financial Services

• Portage Mutual • Group Medical Services
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• SGI Motor License Issuer

GARY MOORE LL.B.
Barrister, Solicitor, Notary Public

Box 610, 616 Main St., 
Broadview, SK  S0G 0K0

SUB-OFFICE: 

CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS:
306-696-2454 or 306-696-6704

BOCK & COMPANY
LAW OFFICE

LYNNETTE BOCK, B.A., J.D.

PHONE: (306) 745-3952
FAX: (306) 745-6119

Rocanvile, Friday Afternoons
Phone: (306) 645-4552

MELVILLE OFFICE – 306-728-4525 

ESTERHAZY OFFICE – 306-745-6611 

GRENFELL OFFICE – 306-697-3558 

Wednesday and Thursday

WHITEWOOD OFFICE – 306-735-2385 

FORT QU’APPELLE OFFICE – 306-332-6651 
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BALCARRES OFFICE – 306-334-2923 

ITUNA OFFICE – 306-795-3190 

Miller Moar Grodecki Kreklewich & Chorney
CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS  –  www.millerandco.ca
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no matter what
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PATTY WELCH  RRC, EPC 
Financial Consultant
Investors Group Financial Services Inc.

Baran & Company 
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“The Big Umbrella”
June Bates and “Ava and the Rainbow (Who Stayed)”
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CROSSWORDS Copyright © 2018, Penny PressPUZZLE NO. 111

ACROSS

1. Baths
5. Busy activity
8. Melt
12. Corridor
13. Do wrong
14. Paper or pudding
15. Solar or lunar events
17. Exploited
18. Slalom competitor
19. Mets, e.g.
21. Get bigger
23. Excellent
27. Scarf
29. Drink
31. Join together
32. Sedan, e.g.
34. Lump or mass
36. Like some tales
37. Make a touchdown
39. Faulty item
41. Circus safeguard
42. Scream
44. Talk back
46. Gooey stuff
48. Warm

51. Stereo: hyph.
54. Part of a phone
 number: 2 words
56. Fifty-fifty
57. ____ an egg
58. Maple, e.g.
59. Whiskeys
60. Positive answer
61. Leading performer

DOWN

1. “____ So Cold”
2. Fill tightly
3. Crocodile’s relative
4. Trickier
5. Stubborn animal
6. Eating plan
7. Start
8. Brass instrument
9. Possessive pronoun
10. Get an “A” on

11. Unite in marriage

16. ____ and cons

20. Point at

22. Toupee

24. Convey

25. Watch

26. Animal skin

27. Lowest male voice

28. Expression of pain

30. Seed container

33. Beginnings

35. Motor coach

38. Elongated fish

40. Statistics

43. Australian “bear”

45. Factions

47. Speak to God

49. What’s the big 

 ____?

50. Woodland creature

51. “And I Love ____”

52. Kind of league

53. Charge for service

55. Needle hole

WEEK OF
March 20 to 26, 2022

The luckiest signs this 
week: Aries, Aquarius 
and Pisces.

ARIES
You’ll decide to make a 
big change in your life 
on a whim. You may go 
back to school or change 
your career path to fol-
low your dreams.

TAURUS
The heart has its rea-
sons, which reason 
knows not. In other 
words, your heart 
knows better than your 
head. Sometimes you 
must step out of your 
comfort zone to move in 
the right direction.

GEMINI
In your professional and 
personal life, you must 
be willing to negotiate. 
You must compromise 
to improve your rela-
tionships.

CANCER
Confusion or conflict 
will inspire you to start 
a new career. Take the 
time to weigh the pros 
and cons, and talk to 
your loved ones before 
deciding.

LEO
You’ll be admired by 
many, which could 
change your life. You’ll 
be re¬cognized for your 
achievements, which 
will boost your self-es-

VIRGO
You may decide to move 
soon. May¬be it’s time 
to sell the family home 
now that your children 
have left the nest. Don’t 
be afraid of changes in 
your love life.

LIBRA
You’ll be outspoken and 
express what others are 
only thinking. You’ll be 
told a secret that keeps 
you guessing for a long 
time.

SCORPIO
You’ll be offered an in-
teresting solution to 

have the freedom to 
redecorate your home 
or in¬vest in a project 
you’re passionate about.

SAGITTARIUS
You’ve got a lot going 
on this week. You may 
have to tell people how 
you really feel. Even if 
you usually avoid con-

confrontational to set 
things right.

CAPRICORN
Your mind is in over-
drive. This allows you 
to deepen your spiri-
tuality. You’ll start to 
see things from a more 
enlightened perspective 
and have greater empa-
thy for others.

AQUARIUS
You’ll be inspired by 
a social media post. A 
friend will help you be-
come the person you’ve 
always wanted to be 
and show you how to 
become happier.

PISCES
You’re busy this week. 
Make sure you space 
out your appointments 
to avoid feeling pres-
sured. Time is precious.

E N R M M C A N O V A M I T C H E L L V

X O N N E L D L W U S P W R L M P S O A

H T C T N L R R L O I L A M A H D L O B

W N H S N N A H P E T S L H R M G E A E

M A H T O V B S R P N R K A K A O C K R

N C G M I R S R O E G C E I F E T N A D

L W I N F R E D V R O D R T M X A E A E

A E I E E E R N O R U H O E A B U R K E

R A Z L W R C T N Y O D R O R W A O E N

O A L A L G O U W E L Y K U W V O L I N

R R S Y H N N A R O R O B A T D B F L S

U T E H P F A I R B U R N Y T N A Y R B

A A T P A L K R P N S N D N A L T E H R

Y B I N R Y A O O A I O D W R N A N D O

D R A W O H E T M A R T Y E O N K O A O

T A T R L P H S T T R A P I D C I T Y K

N N K N Y S R A L E O K D O E K U S O I

U D E N A M E E R F N O V E F P N Y N N

L O D R K L Y M I O R E B R A D L E Y G

B N R E T S U C E P R O A C O M A K E S

Whizword

DIRECTIONS:All the theme words listed below will be found in the 

puzzle, either vertically, horizontally, diagonally or even backwards. 

The puzzle will be easier if you find the bigger words first. As you find 

a word, CIRCLE EACH LETTER and then check the word off the list 

of theme words. Some letters might be used more than once, so be 

careful to leave all letters visible. The letters left over will solve the 

puzzle, and may be one word or a phrase.

By Jim Barnard

Last puzzle’s Answer:  FLOUR POWER © 2012 Jim Barnard 

“SOUTH DAKOTA CITIES AND TOWNS”

Solution: 15 Letters

(3 Words)

 THEME WORDS 

 A Aberdeen  F Fairburn  O Oacoma  V Volga

Allen Fedora Oglala Volin

Andover Florence Okaton

Ashton Freeman Oldham  WWagner

Astoria Onaka Walker

Aurora  G Groton Ortley Wanblee

Wasta

 B Blunt  H Harrold  P Parade Watertown

Bradley Hayes Perry Winfred

Brandon Hazel Pierpont Wounded Knee

Brookings Hetland Pierre

Bruce Howard Platte  Y Yale

Bryant Huron Provo Yankton

Burbank York

Burke  K Kaylor  R Ralph

Keystone Ramona

 C Canova Kimball Rapid City

Canton Kyle Ravinia

Caputa Renner

Clark  L Lantry Rockham

Cresbard Lennox Roscoe

Custer

 M Mahto  S Salem

 D Dante Marty Sioux Falls

Deadwood Menno Stephan

Mitchell

 E Emery  T Tabor

Ethan  N Norris Trent

Tripp

4/1
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Neighbourly Advice According to Ed - Ray Maher

Lent stretches the attitudes
I told Ed that I was 

at the dentist recently to 
deal with cavities that 
had materialized like 
weeds attacking my teeth. 

“You must have been 
lazy about brushing 
your teeth, as seven cav-
ities sound like you only 
brushed your teeth on 
Sundays,” Ed observed. 

I confessed that I 
avoided regular dental 
appointments the last 
couple of years. I used 
the threat of covid to keep 
well away from my den-
tist. My dentist is a nice 
guy, but I try to avoid 
him if I can. 

Ed said that is how 
he feels about his wife’s 
pastor. He is an okay fel-
low, but Ed avoids him as 
much as possible. Since 
his wife Ruby occasion-
ally goes to church, there 
is no need for Ed to go 
too.

My old neighbor in-
formed me that he’s in 
a good place without 
church services or clergy 
disturbing his peace. He 
feels satisfied that he’s 
not bad enough for hell, 
and that is enough for 
now.

One writer has com-
mented that the church 
season of Lent is in trou-
ble because it doesn’t 
reflect the values and at-
titudes of today’s Chris-
tians. 

Lent is a penitential 
period beginning 40 days 
before Easter, excluding 
Sundays. Lent begins on 
Ash Wednesday with the 
tradition of being marked 
by a cross of ashes on 

one’s forehead.  
Ashes marked on our 

forehead in a cross re-
mind us that we will die. 
We are dust, and to dust, 
we will return. 

                Genesis 3:19
Jesus spent 40 days 

in the wilderness fasting 
with prayer and over-
coming the devil’s temp-
tations. Jesus did this for 
us, who, as humans, do 
not overcome all tempta-
tions. 

Not only was Jesus 
able to conquer tempta-
tion and sin, but He died 
for the forgiveness of our 
sins and arose in victory 
over death. Now death 
leads to eternal life with 
Jesus for those who trust 
him.

There isn’t a great 
eagerness for people to 
admit with sorrow that 
they have sinned and that 
they are sinners before 
God, others, and them-
selves.

Most agree with the 
words of the rock song 
‘Human,’ “Maybe I’m 
foolish, maybe I’m blind, 
but I’m only human after 
all, don’t put your blame 
on me.” 

We don’t want to ac-
cept the truth that we are 
to blame for the sins we 
commit. 

Jesus says that what 
we do as believers to-
gether is not about show-
ing off before each other. 
When we worship, give 
to the needy, pray, or 
fast, they are to be done 
simply and sincerely for 
God’s recognition without 
glorifying ourselves. 

Ashes on the forehead 
can be meaningless be-
fore God if there is no 
desire in our heart to re-
turn to God in confession, 
prayer, and newness of 
attitude towards God’s 
will and away from our 
own will.

Psalm 51: 1-12 is often 
used on Ash Wednesday 
because King David fell 
in temptation and sin and 
was unaware of his guilt 
before God and all people. 
Nathan, the prophet, con-
fronted David and David 
became aware of how sin-
ful he had been. 

          2 Samuel 12:1-23
Lent invites us to pray: 

O God, blot out my iniq-
uity and create in me a 
pure heart. Renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me 
not from your presence 
and restore to me your 
salvation’s joy.  

             Psalm 51: 9-10 
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

March 20: 

All services at St. Paul’s can be 
streamed live on Facebook. 

Sunday morning live streams 
start at 10:50 a.m. 

                                                                                       

FIRST UNITED CHURCH

Office Hours: 

March 20:

                                                                                    

 

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. 

10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
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Faith Together
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 Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
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  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle
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Pastor Richard Arthur 
Barta, of Kipling, Sask., 
passed away on Monday, 
Feb. 28, 2022, at the age of 
86 years old. 

He was born on a farm in 
the Kipling district on April 14, 
1935, the son of James and 
Velma (Toth) Barta. He at-
tended Golden Ridge coun-
try school near Inchkeith, as 
well as elementary school 
in Hamilton, Ont., then later 

ing his studies, he worked in 

to Saskatchewan to help his father in Kennedy with the fam-
ily car and agriculture equipment dealership.  

In 1958, he married Doris Lydia Szakács, at the Historic 

roles. After learning the business in his family’s dealership, 
 

Recognizing a call to ministry, he began working as a lay 

Pastor Richard was ordained on April 24, 1991. He took his 

at the age of 85. 
He will always be remembered for his kindness to oth-

speak Hungarian with his family and friends. Often, they 
would spend the night singing Hungarian songs. He had 

friends, family and the Lord. 
Richard was predeceased by the death of his mother 

Velma; and his father, James Barta; and by his brother,
Jimmy. 

Greg Barta, daughter Shea Barta (Azeem Khaja), Jasmine 
Dreger (Heath), Josh Lawrence (Tanis); Pam Augusta 
(Dale Augusta); son Alex Augusta and daughter Emily Mejia 
(Adrian Mejia); Darren Barta (Kim Barta), sons Drayson and 

 

March 18 at 2 p.m. with tea and lunch to follow. 

2S0.
“Well done good and faithful servant”

Obituary Pastor Richard Barta
April 14, 1935 - Feb. 28, 2022

Doris “Gail” Page was 
born June 28, 1946, the only 
daughter of Bert and Doris 
Page. She passed away un-
expectedly Friday, Feb. 25, 

one brother, Bert; his chil-

great-nephews and -nieces.  

many good friends. 
Gail grew up in White-

wood, SK, and attended 
Whitewood School, graduat-
ing in 1964. Following gradu-

in many schools –  Fort Qu’Appelle, Esterhazy, Wolseley, 
Whitewood and Kronau.  Upon retirement, she returned to 
Whitewood to care for her parents, who were both in their 

family plots. Forest Farm was a passion of hers, and she 

ship with the Lord and an undying faith.   

how much she truly cared for them. Her friendship will last 
through this world and the next.

They were more than just animals they were her compan-

are sure they will meet her at the Rainbow Bridge.
The Rainbow Bridge

called the Rainbow Bridge because of its many colors. Just 
this side of the Rainbow Bridge there is a land of meadows, 

There is always food and water and warm spring weather.  
The old and frail animals are young again. Those who are 
maimed are made whole again. They play all day with each 
other.

There is only one thing missing. They are not with their 

run and play until the day comes when one suddenly stops 
playing and looks up! The nose twitches! The ears are up!  
The eyes are staring! And this one suddenly runs from the 
group!

friend meet, you take him or her in your arms and embrace.  
Your face is kissed again and again and again and you look 
once more into the eyes of your trusting pet.

again to be separated.

 Arrangements were entrusted to Matthews Funeral 

Obituary Doris “Gail” Page
June 28, 1946 - Feb. 25, 2022

On Thursday, Feb. 10, 2022, Doreen Mary (Street) 
Westcott passed away at the Pasqua Hospital in Regina at 
the age of 97, surrounded by family. 

Doreen was born Dec. 13, 1924 to Edwin and Ethel 
 

Sask. On Oct. 17, 1942 she married Leonard Morris Westcott 

She is predeceased by her parents, Ed and Ethel; broth-
ers, Richard M and Allen; her husband Leonard; daughters, 

Daniel, Alexander, Erik, Brooklynne, Abi, Shyeanne; and 
great-great-grandchildren, Leah and Branson; sister-in-law 

Doreen was a wife, homemaker, mother and grand-
mother, and throughout the years she was employed at 

Pharmacy and the Whitewood Hospital.
Doreen had many interests which included St. Mary’s 

ministrator. She was a member of the Order of Eastern Star 
being the Worthy Matron in 1967. Doreen was a life mem-

 

children’s charity of your choice; or the Heart and Stroke 

“Death is a going home. It is a door into the larger life 
and into the greater glory; where the wounded of life are 
healed and the tears of life are dried and broken hearts are 
mended with the balm of Gilead, given by the great physi-
cian there.” – unknown

Obituary Doreen Mary Westcott
Dec. 13, 1924 - Feb. 10, 2022

CHILD FIND SASKATCHEWAN

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
*call today - 1-800-513-FIND (3463)

HNATIUK – Jerry Dmytro, Oct. 16, 
1942 - March 19, 2018. 
They say there is a reason  
They say time will heal,  
Neither time or reason  
Will change the way I feel. 
Gone are the days  
We used to share,  
But in my heart  
You are always there.  
The gates of memories 
Will never close,  
I miss you more than  
Anyone knows.  
–Love and miss you every day, 
Donna Hnatiuk.   4-1p

PATTERSON – In loving memory of 
our father, Eldon, March 21, 2001. 
Beautiful memories silently kept  
Of one that we loved and will  
never forget!  
–Love always, your family.     46-1c

LINTOTT – Fred, May 31, 1928 - 
March 22, 2017.   
Though your smile is gone forever 
And your hand we cannot touch,  
Still we have so many memories  
Of the one we loved so much.  
Your memory is our keepsake  
With which we will never part,  
God has you in His keeping  
We have you in our hearts. 
–Always loved and missed by Isabel 
and family.                     4-1p

Memoriam Memoriam

Memoriam’s cont’d
on Page 29
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         A Message to Heaven 

 

 Fort 

Memoriam Memoriam

“The moment your heart stopped
mine changed forever”

***************
Dad 

 
“Make a wish”.....

Forever in our hearts, 
today and alway

***************

We love and miss you so much, 
Papa!

Public Notice
 Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the 
Resort Village of Melville Beach intents to adopt a bylaw 
under The Planning and Development Act, 2007, to amend 
Bylaw No. 3-2016, known as The Zoning Bylaw.
INTENT 
 The proposed bylaw will amend the yard setbacks for 
all accessory buildings in the Residential District (R1) and 
change the foundation requirements for modular homes.
AFFECTED LAND
 All properties located within the Residential District (R1) 
at the Resort Village of Melville Beach may be affected.
REASON
 The reason for the amendment is to provide clarity and 
uniformity to the setbacks for accessory buildings locat-
ed within the Residential District (R1) and allow modular 
homes to be placed on foundations other than a concrete 
foundation in a Residential District (R1). 
PUBLIC INSPECTION
 Any person may inspect the bylaw by contacting the 
Administrator at 306-730-5799, emailing the Resort Village 
at rvmelvillebeach@gmail.com or viewing the website at 
www.melvillebeach.com . Copies are available at cost.
PUBLIC HEARING
 Council will hold a public hearing on Sunday, March 27, 
2022 at 5 p.m. through Zoom (online), to hear any person 
or group that wants to comment on the proposed bylaw.  
Council will also consider written comments received at 
the hearing or delivered to the undersigned at the Resort 
Village office before the hearing. Comments may be mailed 
to P.O. Box 3250, Melville, SK S0A 2P0 or emailed to rvmel-
villebeach@gmail.com in advance of the meeting.
 Issued at the Resort Village of Melville Beach this 1st 
day of March, 2022.

Kayla Hauser, Administrator
Resort Village of Melville Beach

Town of
Fort Qu’Appelle

Assessment Roll Notice
 Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll 
for the Town of Fort Qu’Appelle for 2022 has been 
prepared and is open to inspection at the office of 
the Assessor of the Municipality from March 18, 
2022 to April 18, 2022, during the hours of 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Monday to Friday.
 A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The
Municipalities Act has been passed and the
assessment notices have been sent as
required.
 Any person who wishes to appeal against his 
or her assessment is required to file his or her
notice of appeal in writing, accompanied by the
require fee, as determined by the amount of the
assessed value of the property, by April 18, 2022 to:

The Assessor
Town of Fort Qu’Appelle

P.O. Box 309
Fort Qu’Appelle, SK  S0G 1S0

 Dated this 18th day of March, 2022
Cheryl Martens,

Assessor

NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT ROLL 
Resort Village of B-Say-Tah

Notice is hereby given that the Assessment Roll for the 
Resort Village of B-Say-Tah for the year 2022 has been 

Assessor from: Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. March 15 to April 14, 2022.

A bylaw pursuant to Section 214 of The Municipalities 
Act has been passed and the assessment notices have 
been sent as required.  

Any person who wishes to appeal their assessment is 

panied by $100.00 per parcel appeal fee by the April 14, 
2022, to: 

The Secretary of the Board of Revision 
Saumya Vaidyanathan, Box 149, Meota, SK S0M 1X0
    
Dated this 15th day of March, 2021.

Richelle Haanstra,
Assessor

 ASSESSMENT ROLL NOTICE
Rural Municipality of Cana No. 214

 Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll for the 
RM of Cana No. 214 for the year 2022 has been prepared 
and is open to inspections in the office of the assessor 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. during regular office hours on the 
following days: Monday to Thursday, March 18 to April 
18, 2022.
 A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of The Municipalities 
Act has been passed and the assessment notices have 
been sent as required. 
 Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to file his or her notice of appeal 
along with the appeal fee of:
 • Residential: $75.00 per alternate number
 • Agricultural: $75.00 per alternate number
 • Commercial: Assessed Value 0-499,999 - $150.00
    per alternate number
   Assessed Value 500,000-1,000,000 - $500.00
    per alternate number
   Assessed Value 1,000,001 and Over - $750.00
  per alternate number:
with the Secretary of the Board of Revision, Western 
Municipal Consulting Ltd., P.O. Box 149, Meota, SK S0M 
1X0 or the Assessor, RM of Cana No. 214, P.O. Box 550 
Melville, SK S0A 2P0 by the 18th day of April, 2022.
 Dated this 18th day of March, 2022

Kali Tourney, Assessor

Dale’s Painting

306-728-4392
602 - 8th Ave. W.

Melville

Card of Thanks

Livestock

For Rent

Help Wanted

Personal

Royal Canadian Legion

General Meeting 2nd Sunday at 2 p.m.

Notice to Creditors
       NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Tessie Kolody, 

Notice to Creditors
       NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Carlotta Louise 
Olson, 

NOTICE 
 Tetlock Conservation and

Development Area Authority

ANNUAL MEETING
 

Debra Pekrul, Secretary-Treasurer

Province Wide

Province Wide Province Wide
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Balcarres seniors get ready for  annual garage sale

Grasslands News Group is an independent newspaper company that publishes 
the Melville Advance, Fort Qu’Appelle Times, Indian Head Wolseley News, Kipling 
Clipper and Whitewood/Grenfell Herald Sun, located in southeast Saskatchewan. Our 
publications, the oldest of which has been around since 1893, have won numerous 
provincial and national awards for our work. 

We are looking for a full-time reporter to be based out of the Melville area who can 
cover a wide range of municipal councils, school boards, courts, federal and provincial 
politics, business, social, sports and civic issues. This is a full-time position with possibility 
to grow within the company. Work schedule can be flexible but will include covering 
some evening and weekend events.

Qualifications:
 • Excellent interviewing, writing and editing skills
 • Good photographic ability
 • Excellent organizational skills
 • Ability to meet deadlines
 • Current valid driver’s licence
 • Familiarity with InDesign and Photoshop an asset 
Please submit resume and writing samples to publisher Chris Ashfield via email at 
publisher@grasslandsnews.ca. We thank all applicants for their interest, however only 
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

 WE’RE 

HIRING
Reporter/Photographer

Fort Qu’Appelle Times | Indian Head-Wolseley News | Kipling Clipper

Melville Advance | Whitewood-Grenfell Herald Sun 

The Planning and Development Act 2007

INTENT

AFFECTED LAND

PURPOSE
 

PUBLIC INSPECTION

PUBLIC HEARING

Dawn Lugrin, Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE
Zoning Bylaw

Services
Indian Head Library

OPEN HOURS
TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Auctions

2S Auctioneers

Land for Sale by Tender

Land for Sale by Tender

or 

or            

By Judy Hershmiller
Balcarres Correspondent 

 Since our last report 
from Balcarres, like much 
of the south-east portion 
of the province, we have 
had snow storms. A big 
thank you to all those 
people who own bobcats, 
snow blowers and shov-
els. They have greatly 
assisted the cities and 
towns in clearing snow 
bound paths and road-
ways.

Where to put all the 
snow has been a problem, 
however, with warmer, 
brighter days in the fore-
cast the sun will help 
lesson the work. We all 
hope the days aren’t too 
warm and the snow melts 
too fast or we will have 
another problem on our 
hands.

Sincere sympathy to 
the families of Lily Ellis 
and Robert Fenwick who 
both passed away re-
cently.  Lily had moved 
to Saskatoon, but in ear-
lier years had lived all 
her life in Balcarres area, 
and Robert also lived in 
Balcarres all his life.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with you all.

Congratulations to all 
the hockey teams on their 
successful seasons. Some 
teams came through 
with claim to top of their 
hockey league, while oth-
ers fought the hard fight 
and concluded with a sea-
son where they can hold 
their heads high. 

They learned the 
many skills playing Can-
ada’s game, and cemented 
friendships that will last 
a lifetime.

Public Skating Times/Snow 
Pitch Tournament

Stick and Puck times 
are Mondays and Fridays 
from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Regular skating time 
will be on Wednesdays 
from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Tots 
and seniors welcome. Sat-
urdays from 10:00 a.m. to 
12 noon. 

All skaters must wear 
a helmet. Children under 
the age of 10 are to be ac-
companied by a parent or 
guardian.

The Balcarres Snow 
Pitch Tournament took 
place  March 5 at the Bal-
carres sports grounds and 
Bronco Joe’s Restaurant 
and Sports Hub.  There 
were three games min-
imum and six teams en-
tered into the day of fun 
hitting and chasing the 

ball in the deep snow. The 
event was hosted by the 
Balcarres Lioness Club, 
and all funds raised will 
go towards local commu-
nity projects.

Cross-Country Skiing
For those people who 

like to cross-country ski, 
a ski trail has been made 
at the sports grounds. 
Feel free to go and check 
this trail out if you have 
some time.  Please refrain 
from walking in the trails 
as they are meant only 
for skis, and the tracks 
you make put others at 
risk. A ski trail groomer 
is also available for the 
cost of $20. 

Golden Age Group
The Golden Agers have 

moved their Tuesday cof-
fee time from 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m.  There is also a 
group that like to sew at 
the centre, and the sewers 

stay on, bringing their 
lunch and sew articles to 
their heart’s content.

March 14 is the birth-
day party at 2:30 p.m., 
and all those celebrating 
a birthday, as well as 
friends, gather for this 
happy time together.

Exercise classes with 
Hilary take place on 
Thursdays at 10 a.m. This 
is a great opportunity to 
keep our muscles lim-
bered and joints moving 
again after the long cold 
winter.

 The seniors are plan-
ning a garage sale on 
March 31 and April 1.  
Items have been received, 
cleaned and will be on 
display for sale. Be sure 

to mark your calendars
and come and support
this important project.
A big thank you to those
who have generously do-
nated items to the Cen-
tre.  The Seniors Center
is becoming well-known
for its garage sales, as
well as being recognized
as a place to donate items
if you are downsizing at
home.

Coming Events
•Balcarres Parks and

Recreation Board meeting
will take place on March
23. 

Request for Proposal

Auctions

QUICK SOLD AUCTION
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1-844-464-6397 ext 230

Pole Buildings

• HARDWOOD • CARPET • LAMINATE • LUXURY VINYL

• TILE • AREA RUGS & MORE

110 - 3rd Ave. W., Melville, SK   |   306.725-5432   |  1.877.728.5432

carpet1melville.com   

12 Livingstone St., Yorkton, SK   |   306.782.6556   |  1.888.782.6556   

carpet1yorkton.com
Photos for illustrative purposes only. ©2017 Carpet One Floor & Home. All Rights Reserved.

Everything for your home under one roof.

Home  - Kitchen - Bath

Snow Removal from Roofs
FREE Estimates -

Jim Anderson

Cell: 1-306-621-6372

Melville, Sk

Mr T’s Plumbing
and Heating

Todd Th rossell
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed Gas Fitter

813 Desmond St.,
P.O. Box 296,
Grenfell, SK

S0G 2B0

Ph.: 1-306-697-2727
Cell: 1-306-697-7749
mrtsph@sasktel.net Serving Fort Qu’Appelle and area for over 25 years

J&V ELECTRIC
Jamie Sebastian
Owner/Journeyman
Box 2388, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK S0G 1S0
jsebastian@sasktel.net
306
306-331-8827 Cell

P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g
F latLand

Whitewood, SK.

Phone: 306-735-4328

flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Whitewood, SK

117 - 3rd Ave. West, Melville, SK

306-728-5493

Mon., Tues.,  Wed. &  Fri. 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Thurs. 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

HOURS

We’re here to HELP!
Your Success is Our Success. 

Your support makes our community 
stronger by shopping locally! 

 We take pride in servicing
and serving our community!

“We specialize in all your building needs”

Interior Fine Finishing Experts

Rod Vance - General Contractor

PO Box 851, Indian Head, SK S0G 2K0

1-306-537-7717 | natless@live.ca

I i Fi Fi i hi E
Rod Vance Commercial Construction

,

DIRECTORY 
ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group
1-844-GNG-NEWS

Equipment Operator
Full-time, Year Round

Rural Municipality of Wolseley No. 155
 The RM of Wolseley No. 155 is accepting applications for 
the right individual to join their team as a Full-time Year Round 
Equipment Operator. While experience is an asset, training 
the right individual will be considered. Successful applicants 
must be willing to work at least 40-50 hours per week during 
peak season, operate heavy equipment to complete road 
maintenance (grading, mowing, etc,) perform various labour 
tasks pertinent to municipal operations, be able to work 
under direction and with other employees, must possess good 
organization and communication skills, hold a valid driver’s 
license, be mechanically inclined. Ongoing training is a priority 
for the municipality. Successful applicants can expect to attend 
relevant workshops and training courses. Industrial spraying 
license or willingness to attain is a defi nite asset. Excellent 
starting wage and benefi t package for the right individual. 
 If you possess these skills, are a hard worker, work well 
independently and with colleagues, have a good working 
relationship with the public, then we would be interested in 
meeting with you. Submit resume stating salary expectations 
along with references to: P.O. Box 370 Wolseley, SK  S0G 5H0, (fax 
306-698-2664) or e-mail: rm155@sasktel.net . 
 This position will be open until fi lled. Start date is negotiable. 
We thank all applicants and advise that only those selected for 
an interview will be contacted. 

RM of Willowdale No. 153
The RM of Willowdale No. 153 is looking for 
expressions of interest to join our team. Training 

and/or Heavy Equipment experience would be an 
asset.  

Drivers license required.
Please send Expressions of interest as a resume 
to:
               RM of Willowdale No. 153
               Box 58         711 Lalonde St.

               Rm153@sasktel.net

All groups who are 
planning to submit requi-
sitions for the Sask. Lot-
teries Grant should bring 
their proposals to the 
meeting at the town office 
for the 5 p.m. meeting.

•An Easter Egg Hunt 
is planned for April 17 at 
the Memory Lane Park, 
weather permitting. 
Bring your own basket 
and join us to hunt nearly 
300 eggs! Following the 
egg hunt, will be an Egg 
Toss Challenge, where 
teams of two will compete 
for first place.

There will be a Best 
Bunny Contest, so be sure 
to dress up. Judges will 
be looking for the fluffiest 
tail, tallest ears and the 
highest hop. Prizes for 
our winners. And best of 
all, the Easter Bunny will 
be there.  Watch for more 
details to be announced 
in the following month.

•Balcarres and District 
Lions Club Annual Sup-
per and Auction is set for 
April 23 at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Balcarres Lions Hall. 
Tickets are available at 
Synergy Ag Balcarres 
306-334-3100 or from any 
Lions member.  Prime 
rib supper, live entertain-
ment, 50/50 bucket draws. 
Kickoff for online Auc-
tion – watch www.double-
action.net for details.

•The 2022 annual plant 
sale for the BICC is on 
now.  Orders are due by 

May 1, 2022 with plant 
pick-up May 25.  Contact 
Danielle at 306-334-6267 
for more information. 
E-transfers can be sent 
to dmphillips59@hotmail.
com. All funds raised 
from the sale will be do-
nated to recreation ther-
apy for programming.

Ongoing Events
•The Balcarres Art 

Club held its paint day 
at Katepwa on March 12. 
For anyone wanting to 
join the art club, please 
contact Judy 306-334-2530.  
Members meet at the 
Katepwa Library every 
second Saturday of the 
month and spend a day 
painting from 9:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Membership to 
the club is $20 per year.  
Classes have instructors 
come to teach in various 
mediums of oil, acrylic, 
watercolor and pastel. Ar-
rangements are presently 
being made to get an in-
structor for the April 
class, and plans were 
made to have a “paint 
day” in the Provincial 
Park when it is warmer. 
There were chuckles as 

the painters know we 
will have “eyes” over our 
shoulders for this project.

•The Qu’Appelle Val-
ley Art Guild is also back 
to holding its Tuesday 
paint days at the Qu’Ap-
pelle Valley Center of 
the Arts from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Membership to the 
club is $30 per year.

 Planned classes are: 
March 22 - Myrna Gib-
bens, Fort Qu’Appelle - 
portraits; March 29 - Judy 
Hershmiller, Balcarres – 

acrylic;  April 5 - Kathryn 
Wallick, Whitewood -oil, 
seascapes; April 12 - Judy 
Hershmiller, Balcarres 
– acrylic; April 19 - Dan 
Allen, Regina – pastel; 
April 26 - Myrna Gibbens, 
Fort Qu’Appelle – gouache

Anyone interested in 
taking any classes, please 
contact Judy Hershmiller 
306-334-2530 or djhersh-
miller@sasktel.net, or 
Myrna Gibbens 306-332-
5960 mgibbens@sasktel-
net

Balcarres seniors get ready for annual garage sale
- continued from page 28
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Now Hiring!
 

Min. Class 5 Driver’s License Required, Class 1A Preferred 
Indian Head, SK 
 

Apply Today! 

WE BUY 
DAMAGED GRAIN
HEATED... LIGHT
BUGS... TOUGH
MIXED GRAIN

SPRING THRASHED
WHEAT... OATS 

PEAS... BARLEY
CANOLA... FLAX

“ON FARM PICKUP”
WESTCAN FEED 

& GRAIN
1-877-250-5252

A new initiative to prevent trespassing: SARM
SARM has joined Sas-

katchewan tech startup 
to help rural landowners 
manage property and re-
duce unsolicited visitors 
and trespassers

“The SaskLander plat-
form concept is simple. 
Post the land you own 
and then deny or give 
permission to those who 
request to enter onto it. 

“The general public 
can request the required 
permission from land-
owners for hunting or 
recreation. The app works 
for rural municipalities 
because it gives the pub-
lic access to a rural map 
and identifies the parcels 
of land and the listed no 
trespassing locations. 

“It truly is a must-
have resource for our 296 
RMs,” explains Ray Orb, 
Saskatchewan Associa-
tion of Rural Municipali-
ties (SARM) President.

Amendments to the 
Trespass Act require the 
general public, such as 
hunters and recreational 

users, to gain permis-
sion to enter onto private 
lands, whether the land is 
posted or not. 

It is currently illegal 
for a member of the gen-
eral public to access pri-
vate land that has been 
posted with “no trespass” 
notifications for recre-
ational purposes. 

The  l eg i s l a t i on 
amendments will trans-
fer the onus of re-
sponsibility from the 
landowner to those wish-
ing to access the land by 
requiring them to ask 
for permission before en-
tering. SaskLander is an 
opt-in service that lets 
landowners add land and 
set their permissions by 
activity, in effect posting 
land digitally.

“One of the issues has 

always been that the gen-
eral public, when seeking 
to access private land, 
wouldn’t always see a no 
trespassing sign. They 
might not know who the 
landowner is or how to 
contact them. 

“SaskLander platform 
has bridged that gap; 
it’s as quick as opening 
the website and looking 
at the parcel of land you 
plan to be on and sending 
a message to the land-
owner,” adds Orb.

The SaskLander plat-
form has 268 landown-
ers registered online, 
accounting for 730 par-
cels. Usage of the plat-
form spiked during 
hunting season in 2021, 
with notable and ongoing 
growth from recreational 
interest. 

In December, Sask-
Lander noted increased 
signups as well, at-
tributed to snowmobile 
season and the Trespass 
Act starting enforcement 
January 1, 2022. Sask-
Lander is in early access 
and free to try.

Trespassing presents 
a threat not only to feel-
ings of personal safety for 
rural municipality land-
owners, but also the live-
lihood of the landowner. 
Unfortunately, livestock 
has been lost to hunt-
ing accidents or because 
gates have been left open 
as a result of trespassing 
incidents. 

Additionally, the po-
tential is high for the 
spread of noxious weeds, 
invasive species, and 
soil-borne diseases, like 

clubroot. This concern 
alone presents a serious 
biosecurity threat to Sas-
katchewan’s agricultural 
economy.

SARM sees the Sask-
Lander app as a solution 

for landowners and rec-
reational users to obtain
permission to enter pri-
vate lands and help di-
minish the risk of land 
trespassing.

Summer Student Maintenance Position  
The District of Katepwa seeking an ambitious and 
self-motivated student for the summer maintenance 
position.
Position: May 2nd to August 31st. 
Hours of work: Monday to Friday
  7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Wage: $18.00 per hour 
Work Duties: Waste collection; Grass cutting; Heavy 
lifting involved for some duties (50 lbs.); Weed and 
tree trimming; and, any other duties that may be 
required by the Maintenance Supervisor.
Applicant: Must have a valid driver’s license and be 
comfortable in operating a riding lawnmower.
Applications will be accepted until Monday, April 8, 
2022 at 3:30 p.m.

Please submit resumes to:
District of Katepwa Beach

P.O. Box 250
Lebret, SK  S0G 2Y0

or email: katepwabeach@sasktel.net

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

Two - Summer Activities Coordinators 
The District of Katepwa is looking for two (2) 
self-motivated individuals to take on the position of 
Summer Activities Coordinator. These positions will 
run play programs in the Katepwa Point Provincial 
Park for children between the ages of 3 to 12. 
The Position will commence June 27, 2022, and 
end August 12, 2022, with activities running Monday-
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Duties to include but are not limited to: 
• Plan and lead play programs focusing on movement 
skills, cultural and creative activities, and physical 
literacy. 
• Prepare the weekly calendar of activities and provide 
information for Social Media and the District Website. 
• Ability to work as part of a team with the other staff 
or volunteers from the community. 
• Complete all evaluations and reports as required. 
• Other duties as assigned by the District Council and 
CAO. 
Qualifications:
• Preference will be given to those with a background 
or training in Recreations and Leisure, Kinesiology or 
Education. 
• Minimum of 16 years of age. 
• Experience working with children would be an asset.
• Knowledge and experience with Word Excel, 
Facebook Instagram
• Knowledge and/or experience in recreation 
programming and program development
Salary: $18.00/hour
Deadline for Applications: Sunday, May 15, 2022

Please submit resumes to:
District of Katepwa Beach

P.O. Box 250
Lebret, SK  S0G 2Y0

or email: katepwabeach@sasktel.net

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

Concrete construction 
company requiring a 
SLINGER OPERATOR 

with class 
3 license and 

EXPERIENCED 
CONCRETE FORM 

SETTERS
in Calgary, AB

Must be capable 
of manual labor 
assisting with 

exterior weeping tile 
and basement gravel 

installation.
Competitive wage 

with year round 
employment and 
opportunity for 

overtime.
Must submit drivers 

abstract
Email resumes to

rversteeg@
a1cement.com

or call 1-403-333-1722 

HEAVY DUTY 
MECHANICS REQUIRED 

Clean CAT, JD equip;  
winch, dump, gravel 
trucks, and trailers.  
Both camp and shop
locations; R & B provided
 

Wage negotiable.  
Clean drivers abstract 

a must.   
Send resume and 

work references to: 
Bryden Construction  

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@
xplornet.ca

www.
brydenconstruction

andtransport.ca

CERTIFIED SEED
- WHEAT- 
6 VARIETIES

- OATS - 
7 VARIETIES

- BARLEY-   
7 VARIETIES 

VERY EARLY YELLOW PEA, 
FORAGE PEAS. 

POLISH CANOLA, 
SPRING TRITICALE.

mastinseeds.com
403-556-2609

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATORS REQUIRED:

motor scrapers, dozers,
excavators, graders, rock 
trucks. Lots of work all 
season.   

Camp job; R & B 
provided.  Competitive 

wages. Valid drivers 
license req’d.   

Send resume and 
work references to: 
Bryden Construction  

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@
xplornet.ca

www.
brydenconstruction

andtransport.ca

1A TRUCK DRIVERS
WANTED:

Winch trucks & trailers;
dump trucks & pups/
quad wagons. Hauling
heavy equipment, gravel, 
& camp shacks.

Wage negotiable.  
Clean drivers abstract 

a must.   
Send resume and 

work references to: 
Bryden Construction  

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@
xplornet.ca

www.
brydenconstruction

andtransport.ca
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GIVE US YOUR

BEST SHOT

Submit your photos to

contest@gngnews.ca 
in the following catagories:

- Winter & Summer Fun
- Agriculture / Seeding / Harvest

- Sport and Activity / Active People
- Community Festival & Events

- Pets & Wildlife
- Local History

• $100 CASH PRIZE - winner chosen by random draw, May 31, 2022
• Open to PROFESSIONAL and AMATURE photographers
• Enter as many times as you like
• NO ENTRY FEE!

PH     TO
Contest

◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new 2022 ELANTRA Essential manual/2022 TUCSON 2.5L Essential FWD/2022 KONA Essential FWD/2022 ELANTRA Essential manual models with an annual lease 

rate of 0.99%/4.99%/4.99%/3.99%. Total lease obligation is $9,651/$19,222/$14,912/$12,337. Weekly lease payment of $62/$80/$65/$55 for a 36/48/48/48-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $0/$2,495/$1,295/$895 and first monthly 

payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,725/$1,825/$1,825/$1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding GST/PST). Lease offer excludes 

registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. †Finance offers available O.A.C. 

from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2022 ELANTRA Essential manual models with an annual finance rate of 0.99%. Cost of borrowing is $206. Selling price is $20,155. Weekly payments are $194 for 24 months. $0 down 

payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge of $1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding GST/PST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, 

PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. Price of model shown: 2022 TUCSON Ultimate Hybrid AWD Magnetic Grey/2022 KONA N Line AWD Pulse Red with Ultimate package/2022 ELANTRA Ultimate 

Intense Blue with Tech package is $43,857/$35,957/$30,557. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,825/$1,825/$1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding GST/PST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence 

fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ◊† Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes 

freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for 

complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. ±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present 

their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete 

details. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. 

Additional information:

•  Dealers may charge additional fees for administration of up to $499.  

Charges may vary by dealer.

•  Active and veteran military personnel receive up to $750 in price adjustments±.  

Visit hyundaicanada.com/military

hyundaicanada.com

Ultimate Hybrid AWD model shown 

Selling price: $43,857

N Line AWD model with Ultimate package shown 

Selling price: $35,957

Ultimate model with Tech package shown 

Selling price: $30,557

Ultimate Hybriybrid AWD md AWD mWD md AW odel sodel shodel shl showown 

Selling price: $43,857

N Line AWD modAWD el withwith UltiUltimaUltimatte pacte packte packagage shown 

S lli i $35 957

Best Mid-Size Utility Vehicle 
in Canada for 2022

on select 2022 models

Lease◊ or finance†  from

0.99 %Hyundai
Advantage

Sales Event

Scan the QR code 

to compare all the 

great features on 

the TUCSON to the 

competition.

Scan the QR code 

to compare all the 

great features on 

the KONA  to the 

competition.

Scan the QR code 

to compare all the 

great features on 

the ELANTRA to 

the competition.

2022 TUCSON

for 48 months with $2,495 down◊

Lease the 2.5L Essential FWD for: 

weekly $ 80
at 4.99%

2022 KONA

2022 ELANTRA

for 48 months  

with $1,295 down◊

for 48 months  

with $895 down◊

Lease the Essential FWD for: 

Lease the Essential manual for: 

weekly 

weekly 

$ 65

$ 55

at 4.99%

at 3.99%

Dealer License # 323917

PH: 306-783-8080    TF:1-800-565-0002  

www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK

By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

It was a welcome interruption.
Last week, in the middle of what was 

otherwise another blustery installment 
of “Winter 2022,” a little bit of the 1950’s 
appeared, as The Bromantics took to the 
stage at the Kipling Community Centre.

For those who attended this most re-
cent Kipling Arts Council Concert, the 
timing could not have been better.

Robert Haakenson (The Bromantics 
founder) says that the popular 50’s trib-
ute group began with an accidental suc-
cess.

“The band started out in 2013. My 
family owns a pub in Moose Jaw, and 
at the time I was playing guitar and 
performing a bit. A situation came 
up where a band that was booked had 
to cancel because their guitar player 
broke his finger. So, we needed another 
band. At that point, I went and opened 
my mouth, and said that I could find 
someone,” said Haakenson. “I called 
my cousin Tim (Lynchuk). He’d never 

sang with a band before, but he has a 
good voice. I asked him if he’d like to do 
lead vocals, and he said that he would. 
Then I called up other musicians that 
I knew. We had to hunt around a bit 
for a sax player, but we finally found 
Kurt (Gillett). So, our band was six guys 
who had never played together before! 
But it was great. There was no pressure. 
We just got together in a room with 
some 50’s music (because we thought 
that 50’s tunes might be the easiest to 
learn) and started playing. We learned 
enough songs to do one set, because one 
set was all that we ever thought we’d 
do together. But that one set went over 
really well.

“After we finished that set, several 
people came up to us and asked if we’d 
perform again at some other events. We 
decided that if people enjoyed it that 
much, we could do a few more perfor-
mances. After that, well, the bookings 
just kept coming. So suddenly, we were 
The Bromantics!”

After that, Haakenson says that the 
group’s popularity grew rapidly.

“It just took off. We went from learn-

ing 10 songs to knowing 200. All of the 
music we play is from that 50’s and 
early 60’s era. Our “home base” is Bob-
by’s Place Olde World Tavern in Moose 
Jaw. But we’ve played at Danceland, 
the Conexus Arts Centre and a variety 
of different cabarets and sit-down con-
certs,” said Haakenson.

Along with well-known 50’s classics, 
Haakenson says that the group also in-
corporates some original material into 
their performances.

“In recent years we’ve been doing 
some original songs that are written 
in the same vein as classic 50’s songs. 
In fact, we’ll be performing some orig-
inal material that was written during 
the shut-down for the first time at our 
OSAC concerts,” said Haakenson.

Haakenson adds that the crowd at a 
Bromantics performance will often find 
that they are able to become “part of the 
show.”

“When we perform, we don’t want 
it to be a situation where the people 
in the audience are simply ‘viewing a 
show’. We enjoy finding ways to get the 

audience involved, whether that means 
dressing up in 50’s style clothing, or 
singing along,” he stated.

For the 150 people who came out to 
the show in Kipling, there was the op-
portunity to sing along with well-known 
favorites, join in a Conga line that en-
circled the seating area, and share in
the laughter prompted by the band’s on-
stage antics.

As Mona Lynn Stender with The
Kipling and District Arts Council notes:, 
“We had people of all ages there, includ-
ing several young people. They seemed
to enjoy themselves as much as the
older people in the audience did. We’d
left enough room for people to move
around a little. So, we did have a couple 
of people that got up and did the ‘Jive’!
And the Conga line got quite a few peo-
ple out of their chairs!”

Haakenson notes, it was an event
that both the audience and band thor-
oughly enjoyed.

“It was a great evening! The smiles
that we saw in the audience were ab-
solutely inspiring! Thank you, Kipling!”

Bromantics warm crowd 
at Kipling Arts Council

Kipling performance
The Bromantics took to the stage at the Kipling Community Center for the latest Kipling 
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