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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

After a two year hiatus due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 5th Annual 
Farmers and Friends Bonspiel in White-
wood was held last weekend and the 
event is being labeled as the most suc-
cessful one yet, with preliminary num-
bers showing that it will likely far exceed 
any amount raised in the first four years.

“We had a goal set on $100,000 and I do 
think we will exceed it,” said Whitewood 
Curling Club president Chad 
Kelly. 

Held at the Whitewood 
Community Centre on 
March 24-27, the Farmers 
and Friends Bonspiel at-
tracted 64 teams with 256 
curlers who played a total 
of 124 games of curling. To 
accommodate the event, 
the skating ice was con-
verted into five sheets of 
additional curling ice for a 
total of nine sheets, with the four in the 
curling side also being used. 

In the first four years of the event, a 
total of $217,661 has been raised. In year 
one, profits from the event were $35,661 
with year two seeing $53,000 raised. Years 
three and four saw $63,500 and $65,500 
raised respectively. Money from the bon-
spiel is used for capital projects in the 
community centre and is also donated 
to various groups and organizations in 
Whitewood and surrounding communi-
ties.

Kelly said he was amazed at the level 
of support this year, noting that money 

from the auction alone this year sur-
passed the total amount of money raised 
in previous years.

“Every event we try to do bigger and 
better but this one just blew it out of the 
water,” said Kelly. “This being the first 
event after all the restrictions were re-
leased I think made it that much more of 
a positive energy in the room and people 
came out to enjoy themselves. It just all 
added up to an awesome event in every 
way.”

The opening ceremonies were held 
on Friday, and included a farm service 

auction and calcutta. The 
auction brought in $69,150 
and the calcutta raised an 
additional $40,550, with the 
club retaining 15 per cent, 
or $6,082 and the silent auc-
tion brought in $8,080. The 
remaining calcutta monies 
were paid out to buyers 
with the A-event buyer 
winning $10,340. On Sat-
urday evening, entertain-
ment included 176 Keys, 

dueling pianos out of Calgary, which 
played musical requests from people for 
nearly five hours.

Draws for the bonspiel began Thurs-
day evening and resumed Friday and 
Saturday with the finals taking place on 
Sunday. The finals saw the A-event be-
tween the Claire DeCock team out of Lan-
genburg and the Austin Krupski team, 
which plays out of Martensville Curling 
Club.  DeCock ended up winning the 
match 6-5 after breaking a 5-5 tie in the 
final end with a beautiful run back triple 
takeout that was quickly labeled the shot 
of the tournament. The B-event between 

A-event winners
Winning the A-event at the 2022 Farmers and Friends Bonspiel in Whitewood
was the rink of Jeff Hurting (skip), Tyler Hurting (third), Claire DeCock (sec-
ond) and Bob Hurting (lead). Presenting the Bert & Doris Page Memorial tro-
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Dueling pianos

performed at the Farmers and Friends Bonspiel on Saturday night, entertain-

CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS

the Regina Raptors and Broadview’s JK 
Metals ended after four ends with the 
Raptors winning 7-0. The C-event was 
won by the Ben Gamble team of Regina 
who defeated the Kurtis Meredith team of 
Moosomin 8-7 in an extra end. The final 
D-event was won by the Wadena team 
of Trent Brister who beat Whitewood’s 
Colin Istace team 6-5 in an extra end.

While Kelly is confident the event is 
the most successful one held so far, he 
said financial results are expected to be 
released next week along with informa-
tion on the grant program that groups 
and organizations can apply for to re-
ceive funding from the bonspiel. 

With this year’s Farmers and Friends 
behind them, the committee is now look-
ing forward to next year’s event, which 
is planned to be held on Mar. 23 to 26, 
2023. Kelly said that while it will be hard 
to top this year, the committee is hoping 
to continue to build on the success of the 
bonspiel even more and find ways to im-
prove it further.

“We’ve kicked a few ideas around for 
different entertainment. Our goal is to 
always be bigger and better. It’s going 
to be hard to top this one but we’ll con-
tinue. We’ve already got a lot of sponsor-
ship commitments into next year. And 

there will be top notch entertainment,
whatever it is,” said Kelly. “We’ve also 
already hit over 40 out of 64 teams into 
next year’s bonspiel that have already 
paid and registered and there are already
10 teams on the waiting list so we are not 
going to really have to even reach out to 
find teams.”

Seeing teams and sponsors return 
year over year is something that Kelly 
believes helps to make the Farmer’s and
Friends such the success it is. He said
it has created a bonspiel family and that 
makes everything more exciting. He said 
that Whitewood is now also getting rec-
ognized right across the province and 
neighbouring provinces for its curling 
events, such as the Farmer’s and Friends 
and hosting of the Tankard in both 2019 
and 2022. 

“I had teams from Regina come up to
me and they were, like this is obviously 
the best bonspiel we’ve ever been in but
it’s not just that, it’s the best event that 
they’d ever been to. It’s just so on-time,
well put together and organized,” said
Kelly, adding that the success is due to 
the committee and volunteers.

“I can’t wait to see what we can do 
for next year. It is going to be exciting,”
said Kelly.

Farmers and Friends

64-team bonspiel sets 
new fundraising record

“Every event we try to do 
bigger and better but this one 
just blew it out of the water. 

- Chad Kelly
Curling Club President
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By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Zagime Anishinabek First Nation has 
entered into an Invitational Shared Ser-
vices Initiative (ISSI) agreement with 
Christ the Teacher Catholic School Di-
vision (CTTSD). The three-year part-
nership was approved in January and 
a formal signing ceremony took place 
last week.

The ISSI program was developed by 
Saskatchewan’s Ministry of Education 
to improve outcomes for First Nations 
students living on reserve but attend-
ing provincially run schools. There are 
seventeen other ISSI agreements in the 
province and the government has com-
mitted $2.4 million to support these 
during the 2022-2023 school year. 

Councillors and educators from Za-
gime met with school principals and 
board members from CTTCSD, and rep-
resentatives from the Ministry of Edu-
cation on March 24 to celebrate their 
participation in the ISSI program. Their 
agreement establishes a partnership 
particularly between Goose Lake School 
on Zagime and St. Mary’s School and 
Dreambuilders High School in Yorkton.

“This project aligns with the goals of 
inspiring success where First Nations 
and Metis languages and cultures are 
valued and supported,” stated Melanie 
McKay, Senior Program Manager for 
the Ministry of Education. “This part-
nership recognizes the importance of de-
livering cultural programing; it fosters 
a sense of understanding, respect, and 
belonging.”

Wanda Sangwais has worked for Za-
gime in various roles for the past 33 
years. She is now Director of Lifelong 
Learning and played an important part 
in Zagime’s participation in an ISSI 
partnership. 

“When Wanda brought this to my 
table, I was so proud to see that these 
kind of alternatives are coming to 
strengthen Zagime Anishinabek’s fu-
ture,” said Tim Bear, Zagime’s Execu-
tive Director. “What I really look at is 
strengthening partnerships for the na-
tion; looking for how we can make our 
future brighter for kids, how we can 
work together, strengthen each other 
and make a better tomorrow.”

The ISSI partnership between Zagime 
and CTTCSD will increase opportunities 
for youth to learn about Indigenous cul-
ture and language, helping communities 

move toward reconciliation.
“It is for our students; our students 

are number one, it’s their future,” com-
mented Trevor Baker, Superintendent 

of CTTCSD. “For all of us, it is a good 
start to our walk together in reconcili-
ation and helping our students under-
stand one another.”

Zagime Anishinabek First Nation and Christ the Teacher Catholic School Division

Invitational Shared Services Initiative agreement

Educational partnership
Zagime Anishinabek First Nation has entered into a three-year educational partner-
ship agreement with Christ the Teacher Catholic School Division, facilitated by Sas-
katchewan Ministry of Education. Left to right: Amber Sangwais and Dana Acoose, 
Councillors for Zagime; Wanda Sangwais, Director of Lifelong Learning for Zagime; 
Angella Pinay, Senior Indigenous Advisor for Saskatchewan Ministry of Education; 
Trevor Baker, Superintendent for Christ the Teacher Catholic School Division; and Tim 
Bear, Executive Director for Zagime.
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By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Broadview town council held its regular monthly 
meeting on February 16 at 7 a.m.

The town received a recommendation from KGS 
identifying four items the town may wish to target 
in keeping up its waterworks system. Council made a 
motion that KGS be asked to provide a proposal, with 
costs, on how to continue dealing with these items.

Public Works Foreman Chris McRobbie discussed 
his monthly report with council. He noted that the 
Toolcat was working properly again, and much of the 
previous month had been spent dealing with snow 
removal. Council authorized McRobbie to register 
for a Water Treatment & Water Distribution course 
and a Wastewater Treatment & Wastewater Collection 
course offered by ATAP Infrastructure Management.

Council agreed to engage the services of Colliers 
Project Leaders to provide Project Management Ser-
vices for the design, construction and post construc-
tion of a new Joint-Use Administration Facility to 
be located in Broadview. The proposed facility will 
provide space for the Town of Broadview and RM of 
Elcapo offices, as well as the Broadview Library. Last 
year, project funding was approved through the Invest-
ing in Canada Infrastructure Program’s (ICIP) COVID-
19 Resilience Infrastructure Stream. The ICIP program 
will provide $600,000 from the federal government and 
$499,950 from the provincial government. The munici-
pality will cover the remaining $400,050 for the project.

Town officials would like to establish a plan for the 
present and future use of Memory Park and a trail or 
walking path created to link the park to the nearby 
Museum and Wildlife area. Council directed admin-
istration to ask Colliers Project Leaders to provide a 
proposal, with costs, for such a project.

Council appointed Mayor Colleen Umpherville and 
Councilor Jacob Louison as the two voting delegates 
for the annual SUMA Convention in Regina, April 3-6. 
The administrator will also attend the convention. 

Project manager selected for 
new Broadview town office



Provincial News 
Grasslands News 

The governments of 
Ontario, Saskatchewan, 
New Brunswick and Al-
berta have agreed to a 
joint strategic plan out-
lining the path forward 
on small modular reac-
tors (SMRs).

A Strategic Plan for 
the Deployment of Small 
Modular Reactors high-
lights how SMRs can 
provide safe, reliable and 
zero-emissions energy 
to power our growing 
economy and popula-
tion, while creating new 
opportunities to export 
Canadian knowledge 
and expertise around the 
world.

The report identifies 
five key priority areas for 
SMR development and de-
ployment:
• Positioning Canada as 
an exporter of global SMR 
technology by propelling 
three separate streams of 
SMR development, cover-
ing both on-grid and off-
grid applications.
• Promoting a strong nu-
clear regulatory frame-
work that focuses on 
the health and safety of 
the public and the en-
vironment while ensur-
ing reasonable costs and 
timelines.
• Securing federal gov-
ernment commitments on 
financial and policy sup-
port for new SMR tech-
nologies that would lead 
to vast economic benefits 
across the country and 
help meet our emissions 
reduction targets. 
• Creating opportunities 
for participation from 
Indigenous communities 
and public engagement. 
• Working with the fed-
eral government and 
nuclear operators on a ro-
bust nuclear waste man-
agement plan for SMRs.

Since December 2019, 
Ontario, New Brunswick 
and Saskatchewan have 
been working together 
to advance SMRs in Can-
ada through an inter-pro-
vincial Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU). 
Alberta joined the MOU 
in April 2021.

This report builds on 
the provincial power 
utilities’ SMR Feasibility 
Study, requested by the 
provinces as part of the 
MOU, which concluded 
that SMR development 
would support domestic 
energy needs, curb green-

house gas emissions, 
and position Canada as 
a global leader in clean 
technologies and the fight 
against climate change.

“I look forward to 
continued cooperation 
through our joint stra-
tegic plan as we make 
progress towards Cana-
da’s first on-grid and off-
grid SMR, both planned 
to be built in Ontario,” 
said Todd Smith, Ontario 
Minister of Energy. “ We 
know the world is watch-
ing us when it comes to 
SMRs and I’m confident 
that our reputation as a 
global hub for SMR ex-
pertise will only grow 
stronger from here. With 
job creators looking for 
affordable, reliable and 
clean energy, SMRs will 
enhance our clean energy 
advantage and help us 
secure new investments 
that will create jobs 
across our province.”

“New Brunswick has 
a long history as a Ca-
nadian leader in the en-
ergy sector,” said Mike 
Holland, New Bruns-
wick Minister of Natural 
Resources and Energy 
Development. “Nuclear 
energy has been a key 
component of the New 
Brunswick energy land-
scape for almost four 
decades and it is well 
understood the role it 
plays in reaching net-
zero emissions. It is 
encouraging to see the 
private sector get behind 
these initiatives to help 
position New Brunswick 
as a leader in advanced 
nuclear and clean energy 
development. This joint 
strategic plan represents 

an exciting step forward 
in energy innovation and 
I look forward to working 
with our partners across 
the country to continue 
this important work.”

“SaskPower has 
worked closely with On-
tario Power Generation, 
New Brunswick Power 
and Bruce Power to ad-
vance the pan-Canadian 
deployment of SMR tech-
nologies to the benefit of 
all regions of the coun-
try,” Minister Responsi-
ble for SaskPower Don 
Morgan said. “In partic-
ular, SaskPower’s four-
year collaboration with 
OPG to assess SMR de-
signs for fleet-based de-
ployment in both Ontario 
and Saskatchewan has 
laid a strong foundation 
for nuclear power and 
to support deep reduc-
tions in Canada’s GHG 
emissions to ultimately 
achieve net zero by 2050.”

“Alberta is commit-
ted to responsible and 
innovative energy de-
velopment,” said Sonya 
Savage, Alberta’s Minis-
ter of Energy. “There is 
great potential for SMRs 
to provide zero-emission 
energy for industrial op-
erations in remote areas 
and to further reduce 
emissions from Alberta’s 
oil sands. This strategic 
plan marks another im-
portant step forward to 
determine how to best 
manage and regulate this 
innovative technology by 
working with our provin-
cial partners and federal 
regulators. Should pri-
vate industry determine 
to pursue the develop-
ment of SMRs here, it 

would offer yet another 
chapter in Alberta’s ongo-
ing history of responsible 
energy development and 
innovation.”

QUICK FACTS:
• SMRs are scalable and 
versatile nuclear reactors 
that typically produce 300 
megawatts (MW) of elec-
tricity or less. They can 
support large established 
grids, small grids, remote 
off-grid communities and 
resource projects.
• A 300 MW SMR could 
generate enough clean 
electricity each year to 

power 300,000 homes. 
• In December 2021, GE 
Hitachi Nuclear En-
ergy was named Ontario 
Power Generation’s tech-
nology development part-
ner to deploy Canada’s 
first grid-scale SMR at 
their Darlington new nu-
clear site. 
• Global First Power, a 
joint venture between 
Ontario Power Genera-
tion and Ultra Safe Nu-
clear Corporation, is 
proposing to build a 5 
MW micro-SMR project 
at the federally owned 
Chalk River Laboratories 
in Ontario. The project is 
intended to demonstrate 
feasibility for off-grid 
applications, such as re-
mote mines. 
• SMRs can provide stable 
baseload clean energy to 
complement renewable 
energy sources such as 
wind and solar
• Advanced SMRs can 

offer a source of both
clean electricity and heat 
energy (co-generation)
for clean fuel production 
such as hydrogen for 
residential applications 
and heavy transport, 
ammonia, and synthetic 
fuels for transportation, 
as well as for heavy in-
dustry such as chemical, 
cement, steel, aluminum, 
mining, desalination and 
oil sands.
• Micro (off-grid) SMRs 
can be used to displace 
diesel generation used in
mining in remote areas, 
and heat and electricity
generation in northern 
remote communities.
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Provinces release strategic plan for modular reactor
Developing and Deploying New Nuclear Technology

Nuclear power
This is a cutaway of a GE-Hitachi small modular reactor, one of three designs 
under consideration for Ontario, New Brunswick, Saskatchewan and Alberta.
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First Nations Natural Resource Centre of Excellence
Government of Saskatchewan announces $300,000 in funding

Provincial News
Grasslands News 

The Government of Saskatchewan has announced 
$300,000 in funding for the Saskatchewan First Nations 
Natural Resource Centre of Excellence (COE) to sup-
port two projects to help advance the Growth Plan goal 
of growing Indigenous participation in the province’s 
natural resource sector.

“The Government of Saskatchewan recognizes the 
important role Indigenous organizations will play 
as we continue to work toward growing Indigenous 
participation in the resource sector and this funding 
represents a step toward that important goal which 
will help drive economic growth,” Trade and Export 

Development Minister Jeremy Harrison said. “Our 
government appreciates the valuable support the Cen-
tre of Excellence has provided as we continue to work 
collaboratively to achieve that goal.”

The first of the two projects will be a comprehen-
sive study to identify the current level and types of 
Indigenous participation in Saskatchewan’s resource 
sector, including through ownership of resource com-
panies, equity ownership in projects, procurement, 
supply chains and direct and indirect employment. 
The second project will identify specific opportunities 
for Indigenous communities and companies to own or 
participate in projects associated with critical miner-
als.

“The First Nations in this province are not an-
ti-resource development, but are rather interested in 

opportunities for responsible resource development,” 
Vice Chief Heather Bear said. “These projects are an 
opportunity to highlight how the Nations in this prov-
ince can contribute to the resource sector, while at 
the same time, offer meaningful employment to their 
citizens. It’s time for inclusion of First Nations within 
this industry, and this is a significant step forward in
meeting this objective.”

The studies will include both First Nation and 
Métis communities and companies, and will be com-
pleted and submitted to the ministry in March of 2023.

With the announcement of the new Saskatchewan 
Indigenous Investment Finance Corporation, there 
will be more opportunities for Indigenous commu-
nities to participate as equity owners in natural re-
source projects.

SUMA Convention returns to in person meetings next week
By Michael Oleksyn

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For the first time in more than two 
years, representatives from Saskatche-
wan’s cities, towns, villages, resort vil-
lages and northern municipalities are 
gathering in-person for the Saskatche-
wan Urban Municipalities Association 
(SUMA) annual convention.

SUMA formally announced the sched-
ule in a press release on Tuesday.

The 2022 SUMA Convention and 
Tradeshow is taking place April 3 to 6 
in Regina. The theme this year is Con-
nect. The 2022 convention will focus on 
networking with peers, SUMA, provin-
cial decision makers and the more than 
150 tradeshow exhibitors making up the 
Municipal Marketplace sponsored by 
Kinetic GPO.

The annual event is an opportunity 
for SUMA members to bring their chal-

lenges and successes before their peers, 
the provincial government and the 
media.

The convention is also a chance to 
learn about the innovative projects 
happening all around the province and 
celebrate the dedication of municipal of-
ficials. The keynote address will be by 
Don Iveson, former City of Edmonton 
mayor and former chair of the Federa-
tion of Canadian Municipalities’ (FCM) 
Big City Mayors’ Caucus.

While in office, Iveson worked to con-
tinually bridge the urban/rural divide, 
both nationally on the board of FCM 
and locally in the Edmonton metropol-
itan region.

In his keynote address, Iveson will 
use his own experiences to talk about 
leadership and the importance of re-
gional collaboration.

The convention opens on Monday, 
April 4 with the official opening cere-
monies. This is followed by the address 
by Premier Scott Moe at 11:20 a.m. with 
resolutions following at 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday has the address by Ryan 
Meili, leader of the Opposition NDP, the 
keynote address by former Iveson, the 

address by Minister of Government Re-
lations Don McMorris and the Saskatch-
ewan Municipal Awards.

On Wednesday, April 6 is the address 
by the SUMA president and the Bear Pit 
with provincial cabinet.

Convention 2022 is a mask friendly 
event.

All events are taking place at the 
Queensbury Convention Centre in Re-
gina, SK.

February Traffic Spotlight

Unbuckled and distracted drivers ticketed 
Provincial News 

Grasslands News 

For the February Traffic Safety Spot-
light, police across the province were on 
the lookout for people not wearing their 
seatbelts, and unlikely to accept any ex-
cuses from people not wearing them.   

 
The results are in, and a total of 262 

tickets were issued to drivers or passen-
gers not properly restrained in their ve-
hicle. That includes:  
• 195 tickets to drivers not wearing a 
seatbelt  
• 37 tickets to drivers for small children 
not being restrained with the proper 
booster or car seat 
• 30 tickets to passengers (age 16 or 

older) not wearing a seatbelt.  
Each of those tickets cost $175, and

drivers get three demerit points under 
SGI’s Safe Driver Recognition program.
Of course, the biggest risk for those who 
don’t buckle up is not the cost, it’s the 
increased chance of injury or death in 
a crash.   

To everyone who wears a seatbelt: 
Thank you!  And if you’re one of the few 
people who still doesn’t, we would like 
to gently encourage you to reconsider.  

For the month of February, police 
also reported: 
• 278 impaired driving offences (includ-
ing 203 Criminal Code charges);  
• 335 distracted driving tickets (includ-
ing 284 for cellphone use); and 
• 3,370 tickets for speeding and aggres-
sive driving violations.  

GET ITWEEKLY
Join the more than 12,000 readers who enjoy and support

the newspapers we produce locally.

1-844-GNG-NEWS
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 Reminder
 Reminder to Fort Qu’Appelle residents that the Assessment Roll is available 

136 Boundary Ave. S. - P.O. Box 309 S0G 1S0
Phone: 306-332-5266

Email: forttown@sasktel.net
Website: www.fortquappelle.com

Town of Fort Qu’Appelle

Council Meeting

Transit Van

Monday to Friday - 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Office Hours

Licenses

Building Permit Reminder

Broadway Project

Rexentre Project

Garbage & Recycling

Street Sweeping

E-Transfer Reminder

By Patricia HanbidgeSaving Seeds

News of your own.
Do you read a Grasslands News publication, I ask, when I am out and about. I always get a big smile.  And sometimes, I get an answer like 
this: “Oh yes, I borrow my neighbour’s.” “My mother gives me hers.” “I read it at the doctor’s office.”

I bet you don’t share a cellphone with your mother. Or a refrigerator with your neighbour.  Or your TV with your doctor. You pay for your 
own stuff to call it yours.

When you subscribe to a Grasslands News publication, in its print form or electronic edition, you are supporting news of your own. For less 
than $0.70 per week, you can say yes to having an independent news voice in your community. You are ensuring that not-for-profit groups, 
local schools, hockey teams, the figure skating club, ball teams, and dozens of other community organizations get ongoing support from 
your local newspaper to keep doing the good work that they do. We encourage you to directly support community organizations and the 
valuable work that they do. But a subscription to this newspaper is your vote to help all of them. All year long.

Grasslands News publications offer you news every week in either a printed or electronic edition. Call us toll free 1-844-GNG-NEWS             
(ext. 227) to support your community and the organizations we tell stories about.

- Chris Ashfield, Publisher



By Murray Mandryk
Political Columnist 

Saskatchewan’s most recent bud-
get has quickly become a reminder 
of long-standing, hard-to-accept real-
ity for this province: 

We are not as well off as Alberta. 
This envy of our 1905 confedera-

tion twin has largely been dormant 
for the past decade and a half in 
which Saskatchewan was growing 
at a pace similar to what Alberta 
has always experienced for roughly 
the same reason: Oil and other nat-
ural resource wealth. 

But after seeing Saskatchewan 
grow by more than 100,000 people in 
the early 2000s — a rate of growth 
unseen in this province in 90 years 
— Saskatchewan is suddenly falling 
into an all-too-familiar pattern. 

Recent Statistics Canada num-
bers show Saskatchewan to be dead 
last in growth (Prince Edward Is-
land is now attracting more people 
than this province) while Alberta 
continues to grow. 

Worse, Saskatchewan is again 
losing people to Alberta (as it al-
ways seems to have done) at a time 
when numbers suggest we should be 
doing okay. 

After all, while Saskatchewan 
has taken a significant economic 
hit in the past couple years of the 
pandemic, more-dependent-on-oil 
Alberta took an even bigger hit.  

One might think the two prov-
inces would be about in the same po-
sition as we move back into a period 
of $100-plus-US per barrel oil … or 
that Saskatchewan should be in an 
even better position than Alberta. 

We have a lot more farmland and 
the Farm Credit Canada is reporting 
a 7.4-per-cent increase in its value 
of Saskatchewan farmland in 2021 — 
more than even 5.4-per-cent increase 
in 2020 and the 6.2-per-cent increase 
in 2019. 

With the war in Ukraine, the 
value of wheat production, oilseeds 
and pulse crops are also likely to 
rise dramatically this year. And the 
spate of canola crushing plants and 
other agriculture-related projects 
will add to our economy. 

This is great news for provincial 
budgets that have clearly floundered 
during the pandemic. 

We can already expect a $500-mil-
lion increase in non-renewable 
resource revenue to $2.9 billion in 
2022-23 compared with what was 
forecasted for the fiscal year that 
just ended. 

The most recent budget also 
shows that potash revenues alone —
something that Alberta doesn’t have 
— will nearly quadruple to $1.5 bil-
lion in 2022-23 compared with $420 
million in 2021-22. 

Yet the big story emerging from 
the Saskatchewan budget seems 
to be tax increases — specifically, 
the Saskatchewan Party decision 
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“For the cause that needs assistance; 
for the wrong that needs resistance; 

the future in the distance and 
the good that we can do.”

Budget shows Saskatchewan 
is losing to Alberta

The country has eight years to cut carbon emissions by 
40 per cent. 

The government’s plan to dramatically curb greenhouse 
gas emissions was announced on Tuesday and there is no 
question – the federal Liberal Party (now in a power-shar-
ing deal with the NDP) has drawn the line against electri-
cal, oil and gas and transportation sectors with plans for 
deep cuts. 

And at the same time, the future appears to show the 
need to dig deeper into our pockets as the carbon price, 
developed to push consumers into using cleaner energy 
sources, will also rise from the present $50 per tonne of 
emissions to $170 by 2030. 

Add to this, what will the tax rates be to pay for the 
millions and billions currently being spent by the govern-
ment? Canada’s pre-budget information document forecast 
that the deficit in 2021-22 would drop to $144.5 billion, a 
very serious fiscal situation for our country. We’ve got ris-
ing interest rates and we’ve got rising inflation. 

To achieve the plan of the next eight years, the federal 
government announced $9.1 billion in new investment to 
boost incentives for zero-emission vehicles, sweeten tax 
breaks for companies in the fossil fuels sector that em-
brace carbon capture, utilization and storage technology 
and work to make Canada’s electricity grid cleaner.

 My perception of this above statement is that you will 
get an incentive of a few dollars (just like what is being 
promised through the carbon tax rebates) but in the end 
you will be spending thousands more to switch to the new 
regulations and costs associated with the equipment or ve-
hicles needed to implement them. If you are on the side of 

the government’s plans in the next eight years, you or your 
company are going to see huge tax breaks.

For the companies that don’t comply to the level of 
lower emissions, a hard cap on emissions will soon be im-
plemented. 

This is the harsh reality of what will take place to get 
a 42 per cent cut from current levels in just eight years.

Ironically, Saskatchewan has already been using the 
utilization and storage (CCUS) technology and the feds 
want to see this technology used more widely across the 
country. And for those investing in this technology, there 
will be a substantial investment tax credit. Remember, Sas-
katchewan is the province that cannot reach a carbon tax 
deal with the federal government.

So, if you are an oil and gas company that are seeing a 
rise in profits from the increase in prices from fossil fuels, 
don’t make too many plans with your cash as you now will 
need to put your profits into emission reduction projects.

And you had best listen and do this as the government 
also says it will eliminate all “inefficient” fossil fuel sub-
sidies and phase out financing for the fossil fuel sector, 
including by federal Crown corporations. 

These are big, big changes on the horizon not only as a 
resident in the country but will also mean huge changes 
for many companies and their workers. 

Keep your eyes open if you are in the industries to be 
affected as apparently there is a “just transition” plan in 
the works with $2 billion for Alberta, Saskatchewan, New-
foundland and Labrador to help workers upgrade or gain 
new skills.

Trudeau said the big oil lobbyists have had their time 

and it’s now “over to workers and engineers who build 
solutions to chart a path forward.”

It sounds to me that the path has already been charted. 
$1.7 billion will also be spent to extend existing incen-

tives for people buying zero-emission cars and trucks as 
they mandate 20 per cent of all new light-duty vehicle sales 
in Canada be zero emission by 2026. That’s an increase of 
5.6 per cent sales in 2021 to 20 per cent in the next 4 years. 

And it gets worse – 60 per cent of all new vehicles sold 
in 2030 and 100 per cent by 2035 is the target. So, if you are 
planning a new vehicle in the next few years, it appears 
you may be driving a vehicle that does not operate with a 
internal combustion engine. Boy, the stocks will be climb-
ing on these cars and light vehicle trucks! 

But of course, there will be the need for more chargers 
-– 50,000 in Canada to receive $400 million from the govern-
ment and another $500 million from Canada Infrastructure 
Bank that support public-private partnerships. 

The government is said to be on board with the prov-
inces and territories working together and is also promis-
ing to spend $850 million more than previously budgeted 
to help build renewable energy capacity through new wind 
and solar projects, necessary due to the huge increase in 
electrical demand from the transition to electrical vehi-
cles and a government who wants the future grid to be 
zero-emitting by 2035.

There you have it people, the new path forward of our 
country. All this from a minority government. Time to 
changes the rules for power-sharing and governance.

You now have thirteen years to clean up your act!
 - Elaine Ashfield, Grasslands News 

The ‘light at the end of the tunnel’ will be electrical says Trudeau  

to apply this province’s six-per-cent provin-
cial sales tax (a PST that Alberta still doesn’t 
have) to everything from concert and football 
and hockey game tickets to gym and fitness 
club membership fees. 

In explaining her choices,  Finance Min-
ister Donna Harpauer said the Saskatche-
wan Party government considered the list 
to which the federal goods and services tax 
(GST) already applies “solely for simplicity 
instead of massive confusion”. 

However, Saskatchewan’s Finance Min-
ister emphasized taxes on concerts, football 
games, gyms or anything else would not be 
her first preference. 

“I would love to remove the PST entirely 
and be Alberta, quite frankly,” Harpauer said. 
“Unfortunately, in Saskatchewan, one dollar 
a barrel of oil (increase) is $14 million (in bud-
get revenue). In Alberta, one barrel of oil is 

$500 million. 
“So we are more reliant on taxes than Al-

berta is.” 
In a nutshell, Harpauer neatly summed up 

both Saskatchewan’s current budgeting prob-
lem … and its long-standing one in relation-
ship to losing people to Alberta. 

“We have to stabilize our budget,” she said. 
“We’ve seen in the past when resource reve-
nues plummet and you’ve become too reliant 
on those revenues, then you are looking at 
scrambling and (dipping into) savings or cuts 
which truly doesn’t serve us well.” 

One can argue that poor spending choices 
are also a big part of the problem. 

But the bottomline very much seems to be 
as it’s always been — we are not as fortunate 
as Alberta because of oil. 

This is still the biggest difference between 
the two provinces. 
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 The City of Melville will be accepting off ers for it’s weigh scale located at 

Melville Landfi ll. The scale was bought from Industrial Scale in Regina in 2012 for 

$23,995.00. Scale was installed but never used. Prospective buyers can submit 

closed proposals from March until April 7th 2022, 2 p.m. to yvanzyl@melville.ca .

 Prospective buyers are welcome to visit the Landfi ll during operating hours to 

view the scale. The buyer will be responsible for full removal of the scale and all 

costs associated with removal. Electronics are not included, no weight indicator. 

Axle Scales are not legal for trade and cannot be certifi ed.

Product: Mettler Toledo pitless fl at-top steel deck truck scale

Scale Weigh Deck Specifi cations: Flattop Design, only 17” height

Capacity: 30 tonne

Deck Type: Steel Deck

Design Specifi cations: Truck Axle Scale 17.5” x 11” VTS100

Weighbridge: Heavy duty design

Load Cells: The electronic load cells are 30 t capacity Stainless Steel Load Cells

Platform Structure: Heavy duty epoxy coated structure for durability and 

corrosion resistance

 Payment must be made in full prior to scale removal. Scale must be removed 

prior to May 20th, 2022.

 For more information please contact or email Yvette van Zyl at Public Works 

and Planning.

Public Works & Planning Services

P.O. Box 1240, 100 Brunswick Street,

Melville, SK S0A 2P0

Phone: 306-728-6865

Website: www.melville.ca

Email: publicworks@melville.ca

Mettler Toledo Truck Scale For Sale

 Public notice is hereby given that the Council of the City of Melville intends to 

adopt a bylaw under Section 207 of The Planning and Development Act, 2007 to 

amend Bylaw No. 03/2013, known as the Offi  cial Community Plan.

Intention:

 The City of Melville intends to consider a Bylaw to amend the Offi  cial Community 

Plan to allow for Contract Zoning pursuant to section 69(1) of The Planning and 

Development Act, 2007.

Aff ected Land:

 The Bylaw amendment is general in nature and applies to any Zoning class or 

property within the City of Melville.

Reason/Description:

 The proposed Bylaw will allow the City of Melville to consider requests and 

enter into agreement with applicants to rezone an area of land to permit the 

carrying out of a specifi c proposal subject to the guidelines for contract zoning 

contained in the Offi  cial Community Plan. The Bylaw will at the same time 

establish such guidelines respecting for entering into of agreements for the 

purpose of accommodating requests for the rezoning of land.

Public Inspection:

 The proposed amending Bylaw No. 02/2022 may be inspected at the Public 

Works and Planning Services Offi  ce at 100 Brunswick Street, by any person, 

without payment of any fee, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday, except holidays.

Public Hearing:

 The Council of the City of Melville will hold a Public Hearing to receive 

submissions, written or verbal, on the proposed bylaw amendment at 6 p.m., 

Monday, April 18th, 2022 in the Melville Council Chambers at 430 Main Street, 

Melville, Saskatchewan. Written submissions will be accepted until 4 p.m. on 

Friday, April 15th, 2022 at City Hall.

 Dated at the City of Melville in the Province of Saskatchewan this 29th day of 

March, 2022.

Alex Popoff 

Development Offi  cer

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT

OSAC gratefully acknowledges the assistance of the Saskatchewan Arts Board, Saskatchewan 

Lotteries Trust Fund for Sport, Culture and Recreation, Canadian Heritage and Canadian Council 

for the Arts in touring preforming arts and visual & media arts in Saskatchewan.

Melville Arts Council presents

Friday, April 22
Melville Community Works

800 Prince Edward St.

Doors open: 6:30 p.m.  
Cash Bar

Advance Tickets: $30
At the Door: $35 

Available NOW at:
Melville Community Works

800 Prince Edward St.

306-728-4494

THE BROMANTICS
You don’t want to miss this high-energy performance

 that will have you twisting the night away

Submitted
Grasslands News 

The outside temperatures are heating 
up and so is the schedule of the Melville 
Arts Council (MAC).

MAC is hosting its first concert since 
the pandemic tightened its grip on so-
ciety and it promises to have concert 
goers “twistin’ the night away.”

The Bromantics, a 50s tribute band, 
is scheduled to perform at Melville 
Community Works April 22 at 7:30 p.m. 
The group promises to keep the audi-
ence screaming for more with its bril-
liant bass tones and doo-wop harmonies 
which represents a cross between nos-
talgia and modern trend.

Advance tickets are available at Mel-
ville Community Works or by calling 

306-728-4494: there will also be rush tick-
ets available at the door.

MAC’s annual summer art program 
will have a slightly different look this 
year. Art instructor Sarah Schick cur-
rently has 50 students enrolled in twice 
weekly evening classes and is hoping 
for success with the summer program. 
Her program is in line with MAC’s de-
sire to see youth gain opportunities to 
be involved with the arts. As such MAC 
has chosen not to compete with Schick’s 
program but, rather support it and re-
group for 2023.

Other events on the calendar for 
MAC include an art show at the end of 
April, a drama production for the Men-
tal Health Association and its annual 
golf tournament this summer at the Mel-
ville Golf and Country Club.

Melville Arts council hosts
Bromantics in concert

By James Edgar
for Grasslands News 

 The Moon

Watching The April Nite Skies



Provincial News 
Grasslands News 

Cannabis is now legal to use, but it’s not legal or 
safe for anyone on the road to drive while impaired 
by it.

That’s why more Saskatchewan RCMP officers now 
have access to roadside oral fluid devices, a small, 
hand-held machine used to detect cannabis use by 
drivers. “We have zero tolerance for any kind of im-
paired driving – and that includes impaired by can-
nabis (THC). The roadside oral fluid devices, which 
are used across Saskatchewan, are helping us identify 
drivers that have recently consumed cannabis (THC) 
and to take more potentially impaired drivers off the 
road,” explains Cpl. Brian Ferguson, Saskatchewan 
RCMP’s drug recognition evaluator training coordi-
nator.

Cannabis use can be detected in several ways
If an RCMP officer suspects that cannabis is a factor 

in an impaired driving investigation, they can request 
the driver provide a sample of their oral fluid, the sam-
ple is then inserted into the roadside oral fluid device 
and in as quickly as four minutes, it tells the officer 
if the person has smoked, vaped or ingested cannabis 
(THC) recently.

If an RCMP officer has reasonable grounds to be-
lieve that cannabis (or any type of drug), is a factor 
in an impaired driving investigation they can demand 
the driver get a blood test or call out a drug recogni-
tion evaluator to assess the driver. These officers are 
specially trained to use a 12-step process which deter-
mines whether a driver is impaired and if so, by what 
category of drug.

Penalties are high for drug-impaired driving
If someone is convicted of driving while impaired 

by drug, they will have a criminal record, pay a min-
imum fine of $1,000 and have their licence suspended 
for a minimum of one year. Fines are higher and sus-
pensions are longer for subsequent offences. If an of-
ficer detects that a driver has recently used cannabis 
(THC) – regardless if it has impaired them or not –
their driver’s license will be suspended and the vehicle 
they are driving impounded for 72 hours.

In 2021, 289 drivers were taken off the road by 
Saskatchewan RCMP and Combined Traffic Services 
Saskatchewan officers for suspected driving while im-
paired by drug. Ninety-five of these drivers to date 
have been charged criminally, which may increase as 
toxicology results are obtained following further inves-
tigation. “We are working hard to drive home the les-
son that drugs, including cannabis (THC), and driving 
are a dangerous mix,” Cpl. Ferguson says.

Effect of edibles, mixing cannabis and alcohol
can be unpredictable

If people are using cannabis, and considering driv-
ing, Cpl. Ferguson has a few things to keep in mind. 
The legalization of cannabis has provided users more 
ways to consume the drug, including edibles. “Edibles 
are a completely different beast,” says Cpl. Ferguson. 
“They can take a long time to kick in. You don’t re-
ally know when they are going to take effect, and the 
effects can last several hours. That needs to be con-
sidered before you have to make the decision whether 
or not you will be able to drive.” And if you’re mix-
ing drinks and cannabis, he warns that even a small 

amount of alcohol can enhance the drug’s impairing 
effects.

“If you choose to use cannabis, alcohol, or any other 
kind of drug - including any medically prescribed 
drugs that may alter your ability to safely operate a 
conveyance - you need to make alternate travel plans 
so you’re not driving while under the influence. Stay 
home, take transit or a taxi, get a designated driver,
do whatever you have to do to not drive impaired,” 
Cpl. Ferguson says. “The Saskatchewan RCMP and 
our partner agencies have absolutely zero tolerance 
for it, and having more tools like the roadside oral 
fluid devices will help us with our efforts to keep our 
roads safe.”
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PERSONAL CARE HOME

Private bedrooms/bathrooms 
for Singles and Couples.
Corinne Pauliuk - Owner/Operator

306.699.2548
Located on 28 groomed acres between 

McLean & Qu’Appelle
website: carehomes.ca/homes/sunrise-country-haven/

www.facebook.com/East-End-Tire 
101 Railway St., Kipling SK

ALL MAJOR BRANDS OF TIRES, 
NEW & USED SALES
  - Passenger & Light Truck Tires
  - Bobcat & Forklift Tires
  - Heavy Truck Tires
  - OTR Tires
  - Tractor & Implement Tires
  - Oil Changes

SHOP: 306-736-2436 | SERVICE CALLS: 306-736-7314

Kipling, SK

Your OUTDOOR store with so much more!

NEW SPRING STOCK
Muck Boots, Rubber Boots, Hip Waders,  Sandles, Jackets

 Thermacell Tick Control, Garden Seeds AND MORE!

Spr ing is here

702 Lalonde St., Whitewood, SK

306-735-2560

re!

COME SHOP OUR

Driving under the influence comes with a fine

You remain anonymous.

CRIMINALS 

Working to make our communities safer for over 25 years.



I am very proud that this is the 1,600th ‘How 
ta Look at the News’ column since January 1990 
when I started writing down the things that made 
me shake my head or mutter, ‘I didn’t know that.” 
It has taken a lot of effort and dedication. I also 
appreciate the few other papers that use my work. 

In Mississauga, Ont., a man is facing several 
charges after worshippers at a mosque were 
attacked with bear spray in a “hate-motivated 
incident.” Mohammad Moiz Omar, 24, was charged 
with assault with a weapon, administering a 
noxious substance with intent to endanger life or 
cause bodily harm, possession of a weapon (ma-
chete) for a dangerous purpose, uttering a threat 
to cause death or bodily harm, carrying a con-
cealed weapon, and mischief to religious property. 
Bad things don’t just happen elsewhere!

When is a potato not a potato? When it’s a 
tuber, according to Guinness World Records. A 
New Zealand couple believed they had dug up the 
world’s largest potato but after an investigation 
Guinness declared that it wasn’t 
a potato, but rather the tuber 
of a type of gourd. 

While many are talking 
about inflation, the related 
phenomenon of “shrinkfla-
tion” is just as worrisome. 
Instead of raising the price, 
many products are getting 
smaller as manufacturers 
cope with rising costs. 
For example, a standard 
bag of Doritos now has 
five fewer chips, with the 
bags shrinking from 9.75 ounces to 9.25 ounces; a 
package of Bounty Triples now has a total of 147 
sheets, down from 165; a tube of Crest 3D White 
has shrunk from 4.1 ounces to 3.8, which roughly 
translates into one fewer brushing.

Some of us have worse ‘bad hair days’ than 
others. A mother in Roswell, Ga., says her son’s 
hair started going wild when he was about six 
months old; now, at 16 months, it’s so unruly that 
when she posted a photo of him online, someone 
sent her a message suggesting the boy had “un-
combable hair syndrome”. This is a rare condition 
shared by only about 100 people in the world. A 
specialist explains that in this boy’s case, every 
hair strand is like a triangle shape and twisted. 
The boy’s name is Lock Samples, kind of fitting. 

Research has shown that laughing for two min-
utes is just as healthy as a 20-minute jog. “So now 
I sit in the park and laugh at all the joggers,” re-
torted my witty source.

An elderly suspect in a ghastly Brooklyn mur-
der shopped at a dollar store with her victim’s 
dismembered leg tucked away in her wheelchair. 
The victim was Susan Leyden and her leg, hacked 
off from the knee down, was spotted on surveil-
lance video when her accused killer, Harvey 
Marcelin, stood up from an electric wheelchair 
while in the store. Just to add to the confusion, 
Marcelin is an 83-year-old transgender woman. 
Sadly, the suspect previously killed two other 
women, dumping the body of one victim in plastic 
bags in Central Park in 1985. 

A restaurant server in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
is lucky to be alive after he was shot in the face. 
Anthony Rodriguez, 26, was the only server work-
ing at midnight. A few customers became upset 
over an incomplete order and they were asked to 
leave, but instead they pulled out guns and started 
shooting, all over a $3 burger. Twin sisters Bry-
anna and Breanta Johnson, 20, were “impatient 
and rude” while waiting for their order and then 
became angry when a hamburger was missing. 
One of the sisters, Breanta, punched Rodriguez 
in the face and wrestled him to the ground. Video 
footage shows Breanta handing the gun to her sis-
ter, who was still beating Rodriguez and used the 
weapon to pistol-whip the server. She then shot an 
already downed Rodriguez in the face. The server 
will survive but he has serious injuries. The 
Johnson sisters, are facing attempted homicide 
charges.  

A Detroit mother told police that someone tried 
to grab her purse outside their apartment before 
opening fire, striking her four-year-old child. By 
that night, however, the woman had confessed 
there was no robbery, and eventually it came out 
that she was actually cleaning her gun when she 
accidentally pulled the trigger. The mother was ar-
rested when it became clear that the crime scene 
was inside, not outside, the home.

In northern India, 13 women and girls died 
while singing and dancing at a wedding when a 
concrete slab covering an abandoned village well 
collapsed under their weight. Ten other villagers 
were injured as they also fell into the 50-foot well.

“In the 1980s, I fell off my bike and hurt my 
knee. I’m telling you this now because we didn’t 
have social media then.” 

Actually, I report very little on social media, 
certainly nothing that trivial… better to keep read-
ing…
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Gene Hauta 

It’s A Strange World

April 1, 2022

      Melville & District
Chamber of Commerce

 ANNUAL
General Meeting

MELVILLE & DISTRICT
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Tuesday, April 12, 2022 - 7 p.m.
All those wanting to attend will be required to RSVP

to email: melvillechamber@sasktel.net or call 306-728-4177.
Please come out and support your local Chamber of Commerce. 

RCMP Detachments of Fort Qu’Appelle and Melville-Ituna

RCMP investigate scammers 
Fort Qu’Appelle Detachment

Sgt. L.E. Kurtenbach

Reporting period:
March 21 to March 28

The Fort Qu’Appelle RCMP received/created 49 
calls for service or investigative files. Some of them 
are detailed below.

Traffic
Six tickets were issued for speeding. Two files were for 

intersection related things, such as stop signs. A ticket 
was issued for driving without insurance certificate on a 
trailer, and nine files were for non-moving violations like 
equipment issues and the like. One person was warned 
for not having a driver’s license, one was ticketed for 
not producing vehicle registration. We had two files for 
Impaired driving, one that resulted in a charge. If con-
victed, it is a minimum year license disqualification and 
a $1,000 dollar fine for a first office.

One vehicle was reported abandoned.
Criminal Code – General

A report of fraud was reported. In this case, a per-
son lost a debit card and someone was using it.

The police were called to six separate incidents in-
volving alcohol and fighting. In each instance, peace 
was restored and the subject involved removed.

Crimes against the Person/Property
Fort Qu’Appelle RCMP investigated a call involving 

students fighting. There are issues related to these types 
of incidents, such as location and who was involved; this 
file is still under investigation.

Police were called about a possible break and enter to 
a residence; this is also still under investigation.

General
As health restrictions are being removed, please be 

kind to those who make their own decision on how to 
protect themselves 

Melville-Ituna Detachments
Cpl. Dave Kisters

Reporting period:
March 23 to March 29

Melville and Ituna detachment area had 43 occur-
rences over the past week.

Traffic
During this time, Melville and Ituna Detachments re-

sponded to 16 reported traffic occurrences or traffic stops 
that resulted in six Charges and nine Warnings.

Melville RCMP were on patrol and stopped a vehi-
cle traveling in excess of the posted speed limit along 
Highway 15 near Kelliher, SK. During the vehicle stop, 
the driver of the vehicle displayed signs of impairment. 
A roadside alcohol screening device was used, and 
the driver failed the test. As a result, the driver was 
arrested for Impaired Operation of a Conveyance, and 
was brought back to the Detachment for further tests. 
The driver blew in excess of .08, and was subsequently 
charged. The driver’s vehicle was also impounded. RCMP 
continue to investigate.

Assault/Mischief/Fraud  
Melville RCMP was contacted by the complainant who 

reported that they had been assaulted by their brother. 
The complainant also stated that one other occupant in 
the house had been assaulted as well. The complainant’s 
brother was located and arrested without incident. The 
accused was charged with two counts of assault, and has 
since been released from police custody with conditions. 
RCMP continue to investigate.  

A person contacted the Melville RCMP to report that 
an unknown person had thrown a rock and damaged the 
windshield of their vehicle while it was parked overnight 
near their residence at Sunset Beach. RCMP continue to 
investigate.

Melville RCMP were contacted of a report that some-
one had struck a light pole in front of the Historic Steam 
Engine on Main Street in Ituna. RCMP continue to in-
vestigate.

During this reporting period, Melville RCMP received 
three separate complaints of fraud. In one complaint, the 
victim’s debit card had been compromised and a sum 
of money had been withdrawn from their account.  In 
another complaint, the victim told police that they were 
attempting to purchase an item from an individual on-
line. The victim was instructed to provide a down pay-
ment, and was later told to pay the remaining balance. 
When the victim asked to see the item, all communica-
tion stopped with the seller. In the last complaint, the 
victim was contacted by a person posing to be their son, 
who demanded a large sum of money in the form of gift 
cards. The victim unknowingly provided the scammer 
with the gift card information. RCMP continue to inves-
tigate these matters.

If you have information related to these incidents 
please contact your local RCMP Detachment, call 310-
RCMP for immediate response, or you can call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

March SGI Focus – Speeding 
Fact Sheet 
By reducing your speed, you give yourself more ways 

to find an alternative course of action and more time to 
react to avoid a potential collision. Even driving 10 km/h 
slower can make the difference between a close call and 
a fatal collision.  

Facts to Know 
Speeding
• Driver error accounts for most traffic collisions. 

Most often drivers do not give themselves enough time 
to detect situations on the road that may require a quick 
response and decisive actions.

• The average time it takes for a driver to determine 
that a crash may occur, decide what to do and then do it 
is 1.5 seconds. 

• Driving at an unsafe speed reduces the amount of 
time you have to react and your control over the vehicle 
- increasing both the risk and severity of a crash. 

• Speeding also significantly increases the stopping 
distance of a vehicle. As your speed doubles, your stop-
ping distance increases four times. If your speed triples, 
your stopping distance increases nine times. 

• The posted speed limit is the recommended speed 
for ideal weather conditions. If the road surface is wet, 
snowy or icy --- or if visibility is poor -- reduce your 
speed accordingly. You can be fined if you are driving 
too fast for road conditions.

Grenfell man charged with Second-Degree murder
Provincial News

Grasslands News 

A Grenfell man has been arrested and charged with 
Second-Degree Murder in connection with a homi-
cide that happened in Regina in December, 2021.  The 
victim of homicide was 22-year-old Harvey Beatty of 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.

Three other individuals have already been charged 
in this homicide: a male and a female were arrested 
in January, 2022, and another male was arrested 
on February 23, 2022. This complex death investiga-
tion began on Thursday, December 16, 2021, at approxi-
mately 5:15 p.m., when police were called to Greenberg 

Park on the 1900 block of Broder Street, for the report 
of a deceased person. Members of Regina Fire and Pro-
tective Services were already on scene and EMS had 
confirmed the person to be deceased. The male was 
later identified as 22-year-old Harvey Beatty of Prince 
Albert. Continued investigation into this case led to 
the arrest of a fourth suspect, a 26-year-old male from 
Grenfell, Saskatchewan, on Thursday, March 24, 2022.

Twenty-six year-old Isaiah Ryan Sparvier, of Gren-
fell, is charged with Second-Degree Murder, contrary 
to section 235(1) CC. Sparvier made his first court ap-
pearance on this charge in Provincial Court at 9:30 
a.m. on Friday, March 25, 2022.
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By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Recent requests for ambulance services in the 
community of Whitewood that resulted in only one 
ambulance attendant responding, instead of the two at-
tendants that usually staff an ambulance, led to ques-
tions regarding the stability of the ambulance service 
in the future in the community.

Grasslands News questioned the Saskatchewan 
Health Authority (SHA) as to what was going on and 
the reasons why rural communities, and not only White-
wood, were experiencing the poor quality of service that 
they felt could be detrimental to the health of the pa-
tients requiring assistance. 

On March 14, the following questions were submitted 
and on March 28, Doug Dahl, Media Relations Manager 
for Community Engagement and Communications – Sas-
katchewan Health Authority sent the responses shown 
below the questions.

Question 1. Why is there not enough staff to provide 
ambulance service to our rural communities? 

Answer - The SHA is committed to providing all Sas-
katchewan patients, including those in rural and remote 
communities, with timely access to EMS. 

Recruitment and retention of health care profession-
als, including paramedics, can be challenging in some of 
our smaller rural communities due to a number of fac-
tors, including a shortage of these professionals across 
Canada. The 2022-23 budget included funding to enhance 
recruitment and retention efforts across the province 
for health care professionals. We believe these enhance-
ments will support greater stability of services, particu-
larly in rural communities. 

The Government of Saskatchewan’s 2022-23 Health 
budget is providing $10.82 million of increased annual 
funding to enhance emergency medical services (EMS) 
across the province. This investment will increase the 
number of funded paramedic positions in several rural 
communities in Saskatchewan and expand the commu-
nity paramedicine program to additional communities 
in rural and northern Saskatchewan, further enhanc-
ing and stabilizing the available supports within these 
communities.

Annual funding has also been allocated to enhance 
the Medical First Responder program across the prov-
ince.

Question 2. Is there no relief or back-up staff for 
ambulance services from other services that run more 
than 1 unit or from surrounding communities?

Answer - In some of our rural communities, we have 
smaller EMS teams that operate with minimal back up 
staff. In these cases, when an employee is not available 
to work a shift and there is no local backup, where pos-
sible, EMS staff from other communities may be able to 
support services requiring staffing support. 

When staffing cannot be augmented from another 
service, the next closest ambulance service responds to 
the call. Many rural communities have Medical First 
Responder (MFR) volunteers who are called in when 
available. Some MFRs are part of the Fire Department 
and some are stand alone in the community. To enhance 
our MFR response, annual funding has also been allo-
cated in the 2022-23 Budget to enhance the Medical First 
Responder program across the province to assist with 
local emergency response.

Question 3. How can SHA send out an ambulance 
service with inadequate staffing and not realizing they 
would be responsible for inadequate care or even worse 
consequences?

Answer - When staff cannot be replaced and the local 
EMS service is temporarily unavailable, the SHA will 

look to engaging the closest ambulance service. If one 
EMS staff member is available, they revert to a local 
Medical First Responder role to provide care until the 
next closest ambulance service arrives.

This is very similar to the process that often occurs 
with MFR volunteers in many rural communities. When 
possible, at least two MFRs are sent on a call, but it is 
not uncommon that only one is available.

Question 4. How many days (shifts) at a time are 
rural ambulances running short staffed? I know that in 
the current situation here it is 2 days at the least and 
possibly more.

Answer - As a result of staffing challenges, there may 
be some services either functioning as single responders 
or out of service on any given day. In these cases, the 
next closest service is sent. The status of every one of 
the 107 ambulance services is updated every morning, 
so contingencies can be put into place. Local Medical 
First Responders are also activated if they are available.

The Government of Saskatchewan’s 2022-23 Health 
budget is providing $10.82 million of increased annual 
funding to enhance emergency medical services (EMS) 
across the province.

This investment will increase the number of funded 
paramedic positions in several rural communities in 
Saskatchewan and expand the community paramedicine 
program to additional communities in rural and north-
ern Saskatchewan, further enhancing and stabilizing 
the available supports within these communities.

Annual funding has also been allocated to enhance 
the Medical First Responder program across the prov-
ince.

Question 5. Is an individual billed according to 1 or 
2 ambulances providing service? e.g. is there a charge 
for mileage for Moosomin ambulance to come to White-
wood to pick up patient and then also charge them for 
their transfer back to Moosomin Hospital and then un-
fortunately, if they are again transferred out, they are 
charged the mileage again from Moosomin to Regina. 

Answer - When the initial ambulance is sent with 
a single responder, there is no charge to the patients. 
Patients are charged a basic fee plus mileage (actual 
travelled) for the ambulance that transports them. If the 
patient is taken to a local hospital and requires trans-
fer to another hospital to manage their care, there is a 
charge.

EMS patients may be eligible for assistance programs 
for seniors and lower-income families. You can read 
more details here: hwww.saskatchewan.ca/residents/
health/emergency-medical-services/ambulance-ser-
vices.

Question 6. When an ambulance service’s need in a 
community is reviewed, the number of trips are taken 
into consideration. While one unit responding with 2 
personnel would be counted as 1 transfer, how are 2 
units responding and doing 2 ‘loading of patient’ plus 2 
calls and only one transfer counted?

Answer - Call volume is collected in a couple of ways:
• Number of responses a given service responds to 
monthly and annually
• Number of patients carried by a given service monthly 
and annually. This accounts for responses where no pa-
tient is carried (usually when a patient refuses service) 
and when more than one patient is carried.
• Number of calls generated in a given ambulance ser-
vice’s primary response zone. This accounts for another 
service transporting when the closest is not available.

Question 7. Why is rural Saskatchewan being sub-
jected to lesser care than the larger centres such as the 
cities? What is the government considering to alleviate 
these problems that have been taking place for years 
and continue to intensify?

Answer - As announced in the 2022-23 provincial 
budget, the province is providing an additional $10.82 
million to support our EMS system, with particular 
focus on enhancements to rural services. Stabilizing
areas that are frequently out of service or do not meet
response time targets are critical priorities in the health 
system. Further consideration of priorities will be con-
sidered through future budget cycles. (End of response)

It appears apparent from the answers from SHA that 
it is a known fact that problems do exist in rural Sas-
katchewan and that more funding is being allocated as 
announced in the budget a few days ago. What is not de-
fined clearly is where the response by the Medical First
Responder program will be enhanced to utilize com-
munity paramedicine until a neighboring ambulance 
service can arrive or where funding will be increased 
in ambulance services to sustain these services as they
should be. 

Another factor that must play into decisions made
by the SHA is that the neighboring ambulance services
of Moosomin and Grenfell are privately owned services 
whereas the Whitewood & District Ambulance Service
is a service belonging to the SHA. 

The community of Whitewood does not have any
registered Medical First Responders but the ambulance 
relies on the support of the local fire department where
some of its members are trained in medical first aid
and also take the time to learn about equipment or sup-
ports that the ambulance staff may request assistance
with. This is providing a great back-up to each of these 
department when they respond to many calls in uni-
son and who feel they must work together to the best
of their abilities to provide the best care and support
possible. 

Hopefully, the situations in the past will not put the
community and area service, or any other existing am-
bulance services in rural areas who are also experienc-
ing problems, into a position where the SHA determines 
that the paramedicine supplied by a First Responder 
Program will be what is sufficient and result in being 
what the SHA considers the viable service needed for 
the future. 

Regardless, the staffing shortages may continue to 
result in continuing problems for a period of time in the
future until training of additional staff can take place 
and revisions of supports through the new paramedi-
cine system occur.

SHA responds to questions about rural ambulances
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Watch out for predatory investment scams
National News 
Grasslands News 

Digital investment tools and new technology have 
enabled fraudsters to target large numbers of Canadi-
ans. During Fraud Awareness Month, the Financial 
and Consumer Affairs Authority of Saskatchewan 
warns residents to be vigilant when considering in-
vestment opportunities, to watch for warning signs of 
fraud, and to protect themselves from financial pred-
ators.

“Knowledge is the best defense against scams,” Fi-
nancial and Consumer Affairs Authority Securities 
Director Dean Murrison said. “Promising risk-free in-
vestments or pressuring someone to make a quick de-
cision are classic tactics fraudsters will use to lure you 
in. These scam operators are skilled and experienced, 
and it is easy to fall prey to their tactics. It is crucial 
that the public takes steps to protect themselves.”

Here are some red flags to watch out for:
• If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.
• High returns on a low-risk investment.
• “This is only available for you” pitch.
• Pressure to make a quick decision.

• Request for personal financial information.
What you can do to protect yourself:

• Check the registration of the person or company sell-
ing or advising about investments. The CSA National 
Registration Search is a simple and free tool for inves-
tors to use to check registrations.
• Check the disciplinary history for the person or com-
pany to find out if they have broken regulatory rules 
in the past. It is easy to do, using the Canadian Securi-
ties Administrators Cease Trade Orders database and 
the list of disciplined people and companies.
• Know exactly what you are investing in. Take time 
to research the investment and see if it actually exists.
• Seek professional advice about the investment.
• Do not give out personal financial information to 
strangers.
• Appearances can be deceiving: a sleek website, big 
words, or a polished presentation doesn’t mean that 
it’s not a scam.

If you have questions or concerns about investment 
fraud, contact the FCAA Securities Division at 306-787-
5936. 

For more information about investment fraud, 
visit www.fcaa.gov.sk.ca/consumers-investors-pen-
sion-plan-members/investors/investment-fraud.

102-years young
Phyllis Kienas has reached another mile-
stone. She celebrated her 102 birthday on 
March 24 at the Helping Hands Care Home 
in Grenfell. Kienas has lived in Grenfell her 
whole life. She recognizes the importance of 
family, cherishing memories of farm life with 
her loved ones and encouraging others to 
spend time with their own families. She also 
advises people to eat healthy, work hard and 
enjoy life. She follows her own advice during 
her days of retirement at Helping Hands. She 
keeps her mind sharp through word searches, 
bingo, riddles, and brainteasers. She also en-
joys watching game shows, participating in 
devotion time, and listening to music. 

Opinon: Justinflation and the carbon tax
Submitted By Pierre Poilievre

Grasslands News 

Just this week, Environment Minister Steven Guil-
beault said that when it comes to the carbon tax, eight 
in ten Canadian families will get more back than they 
pay.

That was a lie. The Parliamentary Budget Office 
(PBO) confirmed as much in a report.

The Trudeau-Brown-Charest Carbon Tax is way 
worse than we thought. In fact, it’s making a majority 
of Canadians poorer.

We already knew that 10 per cent of the money 
taken from people by the carbon tax doesn’t get re-
turned to them - now we know it’s way worse. As the 

report states: “Most households in provinces under the 
backstop will see a net loss resulting from federal car-
bon pricing under the HEHE plan. That is, household 
carbon costs will exceed the Climate Action Incentive 
payments households receive.”

The carbon tax is not net positive. It makes a ma-
jority of Canadians worse off. And it’s about to go up 
again on April 1.

The PBO report proves what Canadians already 
knew. This tax is costing them. And combined with 
Justinflation, they just can’t take it anymore.

The carbon tax is making Canadian households 
poorer and paycheques less powerful. Only a Poilievre 
government will scrap the carbon tax and give people 
back control of their lives.
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New Commemorative Medal

Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal announced
Provincial News

Grasslands News 

Lieutenant Governor 
Russ Mirasty announced 
the creation of the Queen 
Elizabeth II Platinum Ju-
bilee Medal (Saskatche-
wan) on March 30, 2022.

This new commemora-
tive medal is being cre-
ated to celebrate the 70th 
anniversary year of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s 
accession to the Throne.

“As we celebrate Her 
Majesty’s 70 years of ex-
traordinary service as 
Queen of Canada and 
Head of the Common-
wealth, this commem-
orative medal enables 
us to pay tribute to The 
Queen’s devotion to duty 
by recognizing Saskatche-
wan people who have also 
made service a priority,” 
Mirasty said. “I look for-
ward to celebrating the 
generous and impressive 
people of our province at 
medal ceremonies across 
Saskatchewan.”

The Queen Elizabeth II 

Platinum Jubilee Medal 
program will honour sig-
nificant contributions and 
achievements through-
out Saskatchewan during 
this unprecedented an-
niversary year. Between 
June 2022 and February 
2023, 7,000 medals will be 
awarded.

“Her Majesty has been 
an example of steadfast 
service to us all as Queen 
of Canada for 70 years,” 
Premier Scott Moe said. 
“The Government of Sas-
katchewan is proud to 
have created this com-
memorative medal to rec-
ognize her reign and to 
acknowledge those in our 
province who continue 

to make Saskatchewan a 
great place to live, work 
and play.”

This is Saskatchewan’s 
second provincial com-
memorative medal. The 
first, the Commemorative 
Medal for the Centennial 
of Saskatchewan, was 
created to mark the cen-
tenary of the province in 
2005.

The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee is the interna-
tional celebration mark-
ing the 70th anniversary 
of the accession of Queen 
Elizabeth II to the thrones 
of seven countries, in-
cluding Canada, on Feb-
ruary 6, 1952. She is the 
first monarch in Canada’s 
modern era to have cel-
ebrated a Platinum Ju-
bilee. During her reign, 
The Queen has visited 
Saskatchewan five times, 
including in 2005 for the 
province’s centennial.

For more information 
about the Queen Elizabeth 
II Platinum Jubilee Medal, 
visit www.saskatchewan.
ca/honoursawards

Peeling onions to help crops withstand drought and disease
University of Saskatchewan

for Grasslands News 

Researchers are using synchrotron 
light to literally peel back the onion on 
cell walls to help plants better withstand 
the stresses caused by climate change 
and disease.

“We know there has been a lot of 
drought on the prairies, and people’s 
livelihoods are on the line,” said Ariana 
Forand, a Master’s student in the Col-
lege of Agriculture and Bioresources at 
the University of Saskatchewan (USask). 
“It would be amazing to find modifica-
tions that would allow plants to resist 
multiple stresses.”

Forand led a project that explored 
how calcium and boron play a bene-
ficial role in strengthening plant cell 
walls, helping reduce the dehydration 
that comes with freezing and drought 
and increasing resistance to pathogens.

As it turned out, the perfect plant to 
test the theory on was onions.

The team analyzed onion samples 
and collected data at the Advanced Pho-
ton Source (APS) in Illinois, thanks to 
the facility’s partnership with the Cana-
dian Light Source (CLS) at the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan.

“This project really builds on the 
work of a previous USask master’s stu-
dent, Jun Liu, who did freezing stress 
work,” said Forand, “and we know that 
in both drought and cold, plants lose 
water in similar ways.”

Onions are good plants to use “be-
cause you can easily peel away a single 
layer of cells and see the changes in the 
cell wall,” a plant structure key to pro-
tecting against stresses of various kinds.

A unique feature of this research, 
the results of which were published in 
the journal Plants, was that it looked at 
multiple stresses at once – dehydration 
in Welsh onions and cooking onions, 

and pathogen resistance in Arabidopsis, 
a small flowering weed native to Africa.

After adding calcium mixed with 
water to the greenhouse-grown onions, 
Forand used synchrotron X-ray micros-
copy to confirm not only that the plants 
had taken up the calcium but that it lo-
calized in the cell wall.

Further testing with dry conditions 
showed a reduction in water loss in 
the treated plants. Similarly, boron is 
known to bind with pectin in the cell 
walls of Arabidopsis, strengthening its 
resistance to introduced disease.

“We were looking at ways to structur-
ally reinforce cell walls,” said Forand. 
Confirming that calcium and boron re-
duce the impact of moisture loss and 
disease opens the door to looking for a 
similar effect in other plants.

Dr. Karen Tanino, USask professor of 
plant sciences and Forand’s supervisor, 
said that in any given year, “one stress 
could be more prevalent than another – 

you just can’t really predict what it will
be. This research presents a chance to 
protect plants against stress variations 
from year to year.”

Both Forand and Tanino believe ex-
panding on their research presents op-
portunities to strengthen resistance to
moisture loss and disease in both field 
crops and in the horticulture industry.

Tanino, the first USask plant science 
researcher to make use of synchrotron 
techniques at the CLS in a project that
examined freezing resistance in, coinci-
dentally, onions, said that while shor-
ing up plant cell walls against various 
stresses is not a silver bullet, “it is a
first line of defense.”

The researchers are grateful to the
Natural Sciences and Engineering Re-
search Council of Canada, University of 
Saskatchewan, Canadian Light Source,
Advanced Photon Source, and others for 
supporting this research.

“Her Majesty has been an 
example of steadfast service 
to us all as Queen of Canada 
for 70 years.” 

- Premier Scott Moe
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Sledge hockey fun
There was no shortage of fun and action on the ice 
at the Wawota Sledge Hockey Tournament which 
was held in Wawota this past weekend. Tourna-
ment organizer

By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

The Wawota Forum 
was a busy place this past 
weekend, as a large num-
ber of people came out 
for the three-day Wawota 
Sledge Hockey Tourna-
ment.

“It was awesome!” says 
Melanie Brimner (Tour-
nament Organizer).

“We had lots of players 
taking part. There was 
also a large number of 
spectators that came out 
to watch over the three 
days. And I noticed that 
there were many new 
faces in the crowd this 
year, which is great!”

Brimner says that win-
ners will now have their 
names inscribed on the 
Tournament Trophy.

“A few years ago, Pre-
cision Agriculture do-
nated a huge trophy for 
the tournament. So, the 

winners names will be 
added to that. And the 
local bar has donated a 
couple of pizzas for the 
winners as well.”

Brimner adds that sev-
eral people will also be 
‘winners’ because of the 
event.

“Right now, we still 
haven’t calculated exactly 
how much money was 
raised. But I believe that 
it will be a substantial 
amount. 

“We ended up with 
thirteen teams playing 
in the tournament. Those 
teams included both 
adults and kids and each 
team paid a $20 fee to take 
part.

“As well we had a large 
number of donations from 
businesses and individu-
als for the silent auction 
this year. And the 50/50 
prize was $1,300.

Along with expenses, 
some of that money will 
be used to cover the 
cost of the special chairs 
that are used for Sledge 
Hockey that were pur-
chased this year. And any 
money left after that will 
be donated to the rink and 
STARS. 

We also raffled off a 58” 
TV this year. The money 
from that will go towards 
helping with the cost of 
a waterskiing event that 
Blake (Lamontagne – 

Brimner’s son – whose 
interest in Sledge Hockey 
led Brimner to create the 
annual Sledge Hockey 
Tournament) is planning 
to attend.”

However, Brimner says 
that the “true purpose” 
of the Sledge Hockey 
Tournament was best 
expressed by a post that 
one of those attending the 
event, Kristen Murray, 
shared with her.

In that post, (which 
Kristen Murray also 
shared with The Clipper 
as well) Murray says this, 
“I want to share a moment 
that Rowan and I had at 
Wawota Sledge Hockey 

this weekend. We were 
both watching a game, 
and he comes over to me 
and asks me a question. 
He says, ‘I’m not being 
rude, I’m just wondering 
which guy (on the ice) 
was the one that came out 
in a wheelchair?’ I looked 
at him and said, ‘You tell 
me’, which obviously he 
couldn’t. I told him, ‘This 
is exactly why we do this. 
You have no idea, and ev-
eryone is included. You 
could see the light bulb 
go off in his head and he 
thanked me. This moment 
made me so proud to be 
part of this amazing tour-
nament.”

Winning team
The winning team at the sledge hockey tournament 
were, back row (l-r) Mitch Porter, Matthew Falhman, Billy 
Easton and Melanie Brimner (Tournament Organizer - 
holding trophy). Front row: Jessie Schill, Lucas Porter 

McCarthy and Walker Porter.

Sledge hockey
tourney sees a 
large turnout
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Pole Buildings

• HARDWOOD • CARPET • LAMINATE • LUXURY VINYL

• TILE • AREA RUGS & MORE

110 - 3rd Ave. W., Melville, SK   |   306.725-5432   |  1.877.728.5432

carpet1melville.com   

12 Livingstone St., Yorkton, SK   |   306.782.6556   |  1.888.782.6556   

carpet1yorkton.com
Photos for illustrative purposes only. ©2017 Carpet One Floor & Home. All Rights Reserved.

Everything for your home under one roof.

Home  - Kitchen - Bath

Snow Removal from Roofs
FREE Estimates -

Jim Anderson

Cell: 1-306-621-6372

Melville, Sk

Mr T’s Plumbing
and Heating

Todd Th rossell
Journeyman Plumber

Licensed Gas Fitter

813 Desmond St.,
P.O. Box 296,
Grenfell, SK

S0G 2B0

Ph.: 1-306-697-2727
Cell: 1-306-697-7749
mrtsph@sasktel.net Serving Fort Qu’Appelle and area for over 25 years

J&V ELECTRIC
Jamie Sebastian
Owner/Journeyman
Box 2388, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK S0G 1S0
jsebastian@sasktel.net
306
306-331-8827 Cell

P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g
F latLand

Whitewood, SK.

Phone: 306-735-4328

flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Whitewood, SK

117 - 3rd Ave. West, Melville, SK

306-728-5493

Mon., Tues.,  Wed. &  Fri. 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Thurs. 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

HOURS

We’re here to HELP!
Your Success is Our Success. 

Your support makes our community 
stronger by shopping locally! 

 We take pride in servicing
and serving our community!

“We specialize in all your building needs”

Interior Fine Finishing Experts

Rod Vance - General Contractor

PO Box 851, Indian Head, SK S0G 2K0

1-306-537-7717 | natless@live.ca

I i Fi Fi i hi E
Rod Vance Commercial Construction

,

DIRECTORY 
ADVERTISING
for only $10* / week

Grasslands News Group
1-844-GNG-NEWS

By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

The gymnasium at Kennedy Lang-
bank School was full on Tuesday eve-
ning, as music lovers gathered to enjoy 
the ‘Spring Has Sprung’ Concert featur-
ing the Southeast Outer Limits Bands 
and the Kennedy Langbank School Be-
ginner Band.

The Beginner, Intermediate and Se-
nior Band each performed three num-
bers. 

Some pieces, such as the Intermedi-
ate Band’s performance of Attack of the 
Slide Trombones by Hannickel drew 
particular attention to the contribution 
made by a specific section in a band.  

Other pieces, such as the Senior 

Band’s rendition of Cha’La by Stan-
dridge, highlighted the dramatic impact 
of combining vocal elements with an 
outstanding band performance.

Overall, the entire concert showcased 
the skill, hard work and dedication of 
the students in these three bands.

Bonnie-Jean Dash (Band Instructor 
and Conductor) in her comments to the 
audience, noted that the camaraderie 
that develops as students practice and 
perform together is much like the bonds 
that form among members of a sports 
team.

As these close and often lasting 
friendships grow…Dash observed that 
the band itself will perform better. This 
was evident to all in the focused and en-
thusiastic performances that were heard 
throughout the evening.

Band concert draws large crowd

Making music

-

Hear what you’ve
been missing

• Hearing Tests 
• Hearing Aids 
• Repairs 
• Batteries
• Custom Molds
• Cognivue



 15www.grasslandsnews.ca April 1, 2022

Trust us with 
what matters 
most.

215 - 3rd Ave. W., Melville, SK 306.728.2165
www.trustmarkinsurance.ca

HOME | AUTO | FARM | BUSINESS | LIFE & HEALTH

22041LM0

Click: www.ihchrysler.ca
Call /Text: 306.695.2254

SALES | SERVICE | PARTS | DETAIL
Open: Monday to Saturday from 8 am to 5 pm

Dealer 
Licence #330321

2022 RAM 1500 SPORT 4X4
HEMI | REMOTE START

Stock # 1922
$76,245 or $428/bi-weekly

2021 JEEP GLADIATOR MOJAVE 4X4
BLUETOOTH | NAV

Stock # 17621
$75,940 or $427/bi-weekly

UP TO $4,000 OFF 
FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS ON 2022 RAM 1500’S

RE/MAX Blue Chip Realty wins Top 
Transactions in Western Canada Award 

Submitted
Grasslands News 

RE/MAX Blue Chip Realty has been 
recognized with an award for Top 
Transactions Western Canada Award 
(Small Market) in the Western Can-
ada Region for total transaction sides 
closed in 2021. This is the second year 
that RE/MAX Blue Chip Realty has 
been recognized for this achievement.

“All of our agents’ tireless ded-
ication to helping members of our 
community find the right home has 
allowed our office to achieve this high 
honour,” said Robert and Glen Kozak, 
Broker/Owners of RE/MAX Blue Chip 
Realty. “We are one of a select few 
RE/MAX offices across the country 
to be given this award and we’re ex-
tremely proud of the collective recog-

nition for our agents’ hard work and 
dedication.”

RE/MAX Blue Chip Realty has been 
open for 34 years, with 22 agents serv-
ing all areas of Saskatchewan.

RE/MAX Blue Chip Realty is lo-
cated at 269 Hamilton Rd. in Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan. To learn more about 
the office and services provided, please 
call 306-783-6666 or visit their website: 
www.remax-bluechip-yorkton-sk.ca

RE/MAX Blue Chip Realty is a lo-
cally owned and operated full-service 
real estate brokerage located in York-
ton, Saskatchewan. Founded in 1988, 
the brokerage has 22 agents and spe-
cializes in residential, commercial, 
agricultural and acreage real estate.

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

A wall near the entrance to The Gal-
lery in Wolseley displays several pieces 
of artwork featuring sunflowers. It is 
local artists’ tribute to the people of 
Ukraine, where sunflowers are the na-
tional flower. 

The five pieces use various mediums 
to depict the familiar yellow blossoms. 
There is a photo of a sunflower field and 
a painting of a bouquet. There is also a 
purse with a flower done in needlepoint. 
An ink drawing by Marilynn Malo and 
an alcohol-ink painting by Gaye Moss 
were created especially for the display.

To demonstrate support for Ukraini-
ans as their country is being ravaged 
by war, the artists will hold a raffle. 
Members of the public are invited to 
purchase a raffle ticket for a few dol-
lars from The Gallery and a draw will 
be held in a few months. The winning 
ticket-holder will be able to select one 
of the five pieces of featured artwork. 
Proceeds from the raffle will be donated 
to an organization supporting Ukraine.

The Gallery is a cooperative guild 
that provides a place for local artists 
to sell their work on commission. The 
storefront is located at 107 Sherbrooke 
Street and is open Tuesday through Fri-
day, 1 to 4 p.m.

Local artists hold raffle to support Ukraine
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METAL ROOFING & SIDING
1-306-731-2066 www.versaframe.ca

CUSTOM TRIM & FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES

ARM RIVER METALS

Split pension
income with your 
spouse and save.
Pension income splitting can reduce 
the taxes you or your spouse owe. If you 
qualify, our Tax Experts can help you make 
the most of the pension income tax credit 
and keep more of your money.

For more info, contact:

hrblock.ca

400 Main Street  Esterhazy 
306-745-6450

22041DD0
22041DD2

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

There were two dele-
gates who attended the 
last regular meeting of 
the council of the Town 
of Whitewood that was 
held on Tuesday, March 
22, 2022.

All council members 
were in attendance with 
the exception of Brent 
Schaan. 

Delegates
Delegate Jenna Spar-

vier, President of White-
wood Minor Hockey, was 
the first delegate who 
attended to explain the 
regulations of Saskatch-
ewan minor hockey fol-
lowing a letter to council 
was received regarding 
the lack of ice time for 
hockey playoffs due to 
the Farmers & Friends 
Bonspiel utilizing the 
skating ice towards the 
end of March. Sparvier 
explained that Nov. 1 to 
March 31 is considered 
hockey season and while 
some age groups have 
various styles of play-
offs such as tournaments 
or regular league game, 
there are teams that play 
in a series of the best of 
three games that always 
are played in a two-week 
block. March 17 was the 
start of the next block 
and while there are not 
always teams playing into 
this time period, there ul-
timately may be, as was 
the case this year.

Council shared that 
the billing cycle for the 
arena being different than 
for other facilities such as 
say homes is where prob-
lems may arise.

The power is billed 
according to whenever 
the peak in a month is 
reached and that is the 
amount paid. To clarify, 
an example would be that 
if the arena uses power 
on April 1 and then shuts 
the ice plant down, the 
fee for the whole month 
(April) would be the 
amount used on the peak, 
or April 1. This could be 
a cost of approximately 
$10,0000 to $14,000. 

A solution could be 
the possibility of keeping 
the ice in longer if there 

were commitments for 
rentals such as spring 
camps, team conditioning 
or other rentals. Commu-
nication would be vital so 
that the ice is not rented 
out when required by 
teams for playoff games. 

Whitewood Minor 
Hockey pays a lump sum 
at the beginning of the 
year for ice rental for the 
season. This provides the 
cash needed to install the 
ice. When the ice was not 
available, minor hockey 
then pays for rentals at 
other arenas. 

Mayor Rhett Parks 
stated, “Council is open 
for discussion to generate 
revenue to come up with 
a solution as this needs to 
be worked out as the bon-
spiel is a benefit to the 
community too.”

Sparvier agreed that 
they all want the same 
thing and if extended ice 
time is required, then op-
portunities for increasing 
revenue such as some 
other rinks do to increase 
rentals will need to be 
promoted. 

The next delegate was 
Lorri Matthewson, con-
sultant for the Town of 
Whitewood.

Matthewson presented 
a review of the previous 
year and an update for 
some of the ideas for next 
year. 

A Quality of Life 
Survey received 100 re-
sponses and will be re-
viewed to set priorities. 
There was a large number 
supporting culture and 
recreation in the commu-
nity with the next steps 
being approval of sugges-
tions developed, updating 
policies, and budgeting 
for any plans. 

Over $72,000 in grants 
has been approved for the 
town with over $900,000 
in others submitted but 
not approved yet.

“If continuing to work 
with council and admin-
istration, we will need to 
identify priorities so we 
can plan. I would like to 
then have a public meet-
ing so we can get public 
perception. We also need 
to identify groups (ages) 
who didn’t respond to the 
survey. Communication 
with the junior councillor 

and a look at pandemic ef-
fects would be necessary 
also,” Matthewson told 
the meeting.

She also felt that by 
the end of next year that 
council could probably 
decrease the usage of a 
consultant to just when 
needed as plans, etc. 
would be set. If proposed 
to utilize her services 
for this next year, there 
would be no increase in 
rates from the present.

Reports
The Facility Opera-

tions Manager (FOM), 
Jamie MacLeod, reported 
on the grants that have 
been submitted, programs 
and webinars completed 
as well as a list of grants 
that could be applied for. 

MacLeod also provided 
a list of numerous activ-
ities or events stating, 
“These are all only ideas” 
that could be developed 
over a period of time to 
enhance activities in the 
community. 

Derek Tait, Opera-
tions Coordinator, re-
ported he is busy with 
getting things ready for 
the upcoming Farmers 
& Friends Bonspiel such 
as sharpening stones, 
building rock draggers, 
cleaning, building wood 
platforms for ice, etc. 

He also reported work-
ing on some of the sum-
mer projects such as the 
orchard, ball diamond #2, 
designing the picnic area 
for the flag garden as well 
as designing an idea for 
covering the front pillars 
at the community centre 
since an engineer has re-
ported there are no struc-
tural issues. 

Chief Administrative 
Officer (CAO) Lisa Istace 
reported the auditors are 
in on March 23, and that 
she helped the Public 
Works department hand 
out letters door to door 
for water issues, as well 
as meeting with and set-
ting up new staff. 

Councillor Chris Ash-
field reported the Eco-
nomic Development 
Committee had met for 
strategic planning and 
Councillor Donna Beutler 
gave a report for Commu-
nities in Bloom stating, 
“Communities in Bloom 
are ordering specific col-
ors for the pots downtown 
and if the Town wants to 
join in, talk to Lee Ald-
ous.”

Beutler also submitted 
a report for the Heritage 
Committee requesting 
the donation of bricks 
that the town has and are 
not being utilized. They 
would be used to do work 
on the side of the heritage 
building. A motion was 
approved for this request.

The committee will be 
using a $15,000 grant to 
update the washrooms 
at the heritage building 
and the museum/tourist 
booth. 

A call for volunteers 
for the Whitewood Histor-
ical and Museum Associa-
tion was also put forward 
as they are a small group 
and need more hands.

 Accounts were pre-

Care Foundation will be 
renting a two-bedroom 
condo and sub-lent to res-
idents will be available 
June 2022. 

A motion was also car-
ried to approve the Town 
of Whitewood’s share of 
funding for the Southeast 
Regional Library bill of 
$7,005 with the town’s 
share being $5,605. 

A motion was passed 
to advertise in the Moo-
somin World Spectator 
for graduation and for the 
Fun Guide at the same 
amount as last year. 

Sgt. Dion Eddy of 
Broadview RCMP in-
formed the Town that 
the public-safety related 
areas that will be focused 
on in the next year will 
be: 1) Enhancing Policing 
Efforts and 2) Building 
Trust. A request for re-
sponse from each commu-
nity has been requested to 
advise what their current 
public safety concerns 
are as well as initiatives/
ideas that they can partic-
ipate in to build trust. 

Concern voiced by a 
resident regarding the in-
cidents where ambulance 
staffing is insufficient 
was discussed and a sug-
gestion made to obtain in-
formation as to who is in 
charge of the Whitewood 

Ambulance services so a 
meeting or Zoom conver-
sation could be set up. 

The first reading of the 
revised Water & Sewer 
Bylaw and the Snow Re-
moval Bylaw were ap-
proved by motion.

A report on the recent 
Tankard that was moved 
to Whitewood showed 
less profit from the pre-
vious Tankard held but 
with only three weeks 
preparation time to host 
the event, the commit-
tee was congratulated on 
still showing a profit of 
$26,485.91 for the Town of 
Whitewood.

SUMA Resolutions, 
that will be voted on 
at the annual meeting 
in April were reviewed 
with all council members 
agreeable to a yes vote of 
the resolutions to be pre-
sented.

The meeting was then 
adjourned for an In Cam-
era meeting to be held.

sented for payment total-
ling $90,274.57 with the 
highest amounts being for 
SaskPower $16,455.79 and 
SaskEnergy $17,998.72 and 
also included payment of 
the automated phone no-
tification service used by 
the town for $4,662; and 
$5,023.69 to Stevenson 
Ind. Refrigeration to fix a 
brine line at the commu-
nity centre. 

New Business
Discussion on rental 

fees of the ball diamonds 
was tabled allowing time 
to check with other com-
munities on their poli-
cies.

Two motions were 
approved for Heritage 
Crescent developments. 
One motion permitted an 
extension to April 15 for 
possession date and the 
other was approval for 
sales of Lot 1 & 27.

A letter will be drafted 
and the RMs will be 
contacted regarding the 
concern of turning lanes 
at Pioneer and the High-
ways 1 & 9 junction and 
the poor state of the 
highway in the valley at 
Highway 9 north so the 
concerns can be directed 
to those in charge of high-
ways. 

Whitewood Gol f 
Course requested using 
the services of Lorri Mat-
thewson, the consultant 
for the town for their 
future projects as they 
make improvements to 
the golf course. Approval 
was made with a motion. 

A motion to waive 
rental fees for Whitewood 
School graduations being 
held in the Whitewood 
Community Centre was 
made and approved. 

Approval of the receipt 
of the Southeast Munici-
pal Healthcare Corpora-
tion Financial Statements 
was carried in a motion 
and another motion was 
carried to budget $1,500/
year for the Moosomin 
& District Health Care 
Foundation. Starting in 
July 2022, a new Student 
Resident program with 
two residents located in 
Moosomin and two in 
south Saskatchewan area 
for a two-year rotation 
will begin. The Health 

Whitewood council deals with full agenda at regular meeting

Give the gift 
that keeps  
on giving!

Gift subscriptions 
available by calling 

us toll free at 
1-844-GNG-NEWS
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B-event winners
The B-event winner was the Regina team of (l-r) 
Kelly Knapp (skip), Dean Clark (third), Trent Knapp 
(second) and Brad Fekula (lead).

CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS C-event winners
The C-event winners was the Regina team of (l-r) 
Ben Gamble (skip), Braydan Mohns (third), Haylee 
Jameson (second) and Maria Leippi (lead).

CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS D-event winners
The D-event winners was the Wadena team of (l-r) 
Larry Thorburn (skip), Garry Leach (third), Gloria 
Leach (second) and Trent Brister (lead).

CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Piper entry
-

noon during the Farmers and Friends Bonspiel with the Bert and Doris Page 
Memorial trophy being carried by the RCMP.

CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Hurry hard CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Large crowd

both drew large crowds during the Farmers and Friends Bonspiel where hun-
dreds of people were packed into the lobby of the community centre.

JENNALEE BEUTLER | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Large crowd
Jennalee Beutler throws a rock during the opening days of the Farmers and 

Manitoba and saw 256 curlers participate.

CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Pianos
Craig Learmont  
(left) and Barry 
Lough with 176 
Keys entertained 
the crowd on 

with their duel-
ing pianos act. 
The duo took re-
quests from the 
audience and 
performed late 
into the night. 

CHRIS ASHFIELD 
GRASSLANDS NEWS

Farmers & Friends Bonspiel
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519-4th Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK883291

House | 2 bds, 1 bath 

$85,000

430-6th Ave W, Melville
MLS#SK856083

House | 2 bds, 1 bth

$99,500

Pillar & Agripark Rd lots
105 Piller Rd, Melville 

$49,900 MLS® # SK878425

251 Agripark Rd, Melville 
$49,900 MLS® # SK878430 

249 Agripark Rd, Melville  
$49,900 MLS® #SK878429

544 Prince Edward St, Melville
MLS® # SK860829

House | 2 bds, 2 bths 

$65,000

276-5th Ave E, Melville
MLS® # SK877358

House | 3 bds, 2 bths 

$149,900

Tammy Wandy
LOCAL AGENT
tammylwandy@gmail.com
306-501-9828

REGINA REALTY

13-2nd Ave N, Yorkton
MLS® # SK878214

Commercial

$250,000

634-5th Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK889076

House | 2 bds, 2 bths 

$14,900SOLD

439-2nd Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK889327

House | 2 bds, 1 bth 

$78,000NEW
LISTING

410-5th Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK889075

House | 4 bds, 2 bths 

$69,000NEW
LISTING

466-4th Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK880847

House | 4 bds, 2 bths 

$139,900

1105 Main St, Melville
MLS® # SK886522

House | 5 bds, 2 bths 

$289,000

346-6th Ave W, Melville
MLS® # SK886447

House | 3 bds, 2 bths 

$235,000

10 Centennial Cres, Melville
MLS® # SK886185

House | 3 bds, 1 bth 

$167,000

MLS® # SK885989
Vacant Lot

$12,000

189 Manitoba St, Melville
MLS® # SK885417

House | 3 bds, 2 bths 

$149,000

MLS® # SK872319
House | 4 bds, 2 bths 

$269,000

318-4th Ave E, Melville
MLS® # SK878307

House | 2 bds, 2 bths 

$159,000

Fort Knox U18
-
-

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Major Hockey League (MHL) and 
Moose Mountain Major Hockey League 
(MMMHL) have both wrapped up their 
post seasons with several teams making 
it to the final round of playoffs. Kipling 
also advanced to the finals in their quest 
for a Provincial C title.

U18 Division
In the MHL, the Fort Knox U18 and 

Whitewood U18 Jets faced each other in 
the B-finals, which wrapped up on Tues-
day night in a game at Ochapowace with 
Fort Knox clenching the banner. Game 
one saw Fort Knox win 4-0 with game 
two going to Fort Knox with a 4-1 score.

Fort Knox made it to the finals after a 
first round loss to Moosomin sent them 
to the B-side semi-finals where they 
beat the Yorkton Remax Terriers in two 
games, winning game one 4-1 and game 
two 2-0. Whitewood meanwhile ended up 
in the B-side after losing to Preeceville 
in the quarter-finals where they won 
their semi-finals series against Ester-

hazy with a 4-2 win and 6-4 win. 

U15 Division
The U15 division saw Melville win 

their division while several other local 
teams played in the finals but were un-
able to clench a banner.

The Melville U15 Ice beat the White-
wood Elks in game three of the best-of-
three E-side series, winning game two 
3-1 and game three 2-1. Whitewood had 
taken the first game lead in the series 
with a 6-5 win. Melville earned a spot 
in the final after beating 4 Nations 
(Ochapowace) in two games. Melville 
won game one of the series 8-7 and game 
two 14-0.

The Indian Head U15 Chiefs played 
in the A-side finals against Preeceville’s 
Highway 9 Predators in a series that saw 
the Chiefs lose the championship round 
in two games after Highway 9 won game 
one 6-3 and game two 3-2.  Indian Head 
advanced to the final round by beating 
Moosomin in game three of the round 
one series. Game one was a 7-2 win for 
the Chiefs with Moosomin taking game 
two 3-0. Game three ended in a 2-0 win 
for Indian Head.

The Esterhazy Flyers won the B-side 
after beating Moosomin in game three. 
The Flyers won game one 4-2 but fell 9-2 
to Moosomin in game two. The game 
three match ended in a 1-0 win for Es-
terhazy for the championship. 

The C-side saw the Balcarres Broncs 
take on the Langenburg Warriors in a 
match that saw Langenburg take the 
title in two games. Game one ended in 
a 5-5 tie but Balcarres fell 7-0 in game 
two of the series. The Broncs made it to 
the finals after beating the Yorkton RH 
Electric Terries in round one, winning 
game one 5-2 and game two 7-6. 

U13 Division
The Ochapowace 4 Nations team won 

the H-side banner in the U13 division 
after beating Kamsack in two games. 
Game one of the series was a 15-7 vic-
tory for Ochapowace with game two 
ending with a score of 8-3. 

Both the Melville and Grenfell U13 
teams also had a shot at their division 
banners but fell short in the final round. 

Melville lost the D-side to Esterhazy 
with game one a 6-5 win for Esterhazy 
and game two a 7-5 win for Melville. Es-
terhazy ended up taking the series in 
a third mini-game. Meanwhile Grenfell 
faced Preeceville in the G-side division 
where they lost game one 10-9 and ended 
game two in a 3-3 tie to give Preeceville 
the banner.

Moose Mountain Hockey League
In the MMMHL, the Radville Nation-

als won the U18 banner by defeating 
Redvers in the quarter-finals, Milestone 
in the semi-finals and Carlyle in the 
finals. Kipling was knocked out in the 
semi-finals by Radville.

The U11 and U9 teams do not hold 
playoffs. The Kipling U11 teams finished 
the season with five wins and 13 losses. 
Meanwhile, the Kipling U9 team had a 
good year, recording 10 wins, one loss 
and one tie. 

U18 Provincials 
The U18 Provincial C finals saw 

Kipling take to the ice against Eston in 
hopes of bringing home a banner. But
Eston ended up taking the title, win-
ning both the first and second game. 

The first round saw Kipling beat out
Rosetown in two games, winning game 
one 9-5 and game two 10-1. In the quar-
ter finals, Kipling faced Gull Lake, who
they defeated 4-3 in game one and 3-1
in game two. The semi-finals against
Carlyle was the only time Kipling was
forced into a third game to decide a
winner, with Carlyle winning game
one 6-2, Kipling winning game two 5-1 
and then clenching a spot in the final 
round with a 1-0 win in game three. In
the championship round against Eston,
Kipling lost game one 6-1 and then
came up just short in game two with
a 6-5 loss.

Major Hockey League 
teams clench banners

Call Toll Free: 
1-844-GNG-NEWS

subscribe@grasslandsnews.ca

Help keep your community’s history alive.

SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!
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SHANNON 
TRANSPORT

#1 in the bin, since 1982

Gary  306-435-7445
Wapella, Sask.

Wholesale Transmission 
& Differential

Wholesale Prices

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 

Hwy. 10 E.,  Melville, SK
Phone 306-728-2730

306-331-8833

OW TOWING SERVICES
24 Hour Service

Cell: 306-331-8833

655 Broad Street, Regina, Sask

1-800-667-9976 – taylorautogroup.ca

Ervin Wolfe
Product Advisor

ervinwolfe@taylorautogroup.ca

Cell 306-533-5945
PH: 306-728-5808
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Melville Bowl Arena Scores/Standings

Friends and rivals
-

Team Yellow beat Team Gray 5-3.

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Fort Knox held its 
first “Prospects” tour-
nament at the Rexentre 
on Saturday which al-
lowed youngsters from 
throughout the province 
to showcase their skills 
to various scouts and 
hockey personnel from 
the Saskatchewan Junior 
Hockey League. 

More than 60 partic-
ipating athletes were 
divided into four teams 
– Yellow, White, Blue and 
Gray -  which played all 
day as scouts from Fort 
Knox, (PJHL) Melville 
Millionaires, (SJHL) Flin 
Flon Bombers (SJHL) 

and the Yorkton Maulers, 
(SMAAAHL) evaluated 
the players and selected 
the roster for the final 
game between Teams Yel-
low and Gray. 

Making the cut were 
two friends from the 
Fort Qu’Appelle area 
who found themselves on 
rival teams for the day, 
Lipton’s Connor Miller, 
15, who plays for the 
Moose Jaw Warriors and 
Mitchell Czemeres, 16, 
who played with the Swift 
Current Legionnaires 
and is listed by the Notre 
Dame Hounds. 

Miller has been se-
lected in the 7th round, 
150th overall, by the Van-
couver Giants (WHL) and 
will attend their main 
camp in August. 

(Miller’s Team Yellow 
defeated Czemres Team 
Gray 5-3) 

“The calibre of play 
was really impressive; 
some of these guys are 
playing a great level of 
hockey,” said scout Don 
Chesney. “It has been a 

great camp, not only for 
this year but for a couple 
of years down the road.”

Fort Knox general 
manager Jarrod Williams 
agreed. “It was a new ex-
perience for some of the 
players, and they all had 
a great time. We had play-
ers of all skill levels, from 
those who look to play 
in the U18 SAAHL, Fort 
Knox prospects, SJHL 
prospects and players 
who were selected for the 
Western Hockey League 
draft. All of these players 
are looking to play at the 
highest level they can. I 
look forward to continu-
ing the event and hosting 
it annually.”

Fort Knox junior team 
holds Prospects tourney

By Travis Longman
Grasslands News 

New league name, 
new players, same result 

for the Rocanville Tigers. 
The Tigers won the final 
three completed champi-
onships of the now de-
funct Triangle Hockey 
League. The Tigers took 
the 2019-2020 season off 
but before the champi-
onship was to be handed 
out in 2020, the world 
shut down completely 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Following the 
2019-2020 THL season, a 
new league was formed 
but only played a handful 
of games in its inaugural 
season due to COVID.

Finally in 2021 the 
league was able to com-
plete a full season. The 
Canora Cobras, Ituna 
Avalanche, Whitewood 
Orioles, along with the 
Rocanville Tigers and 
Theodore Buffalos made 
up the SEHL.

Both the Tigers and 
Buffalos cruised to the 
championship series. 
They were very evenly 
matched. Entering the 
series Rocanville was 
unbeaten in the postsea-
son; Theodore had only 

lost once the season. The 
teams split the first four 
games, setting up the one 
game, winner takes all 
championship game five. 

The two teams traded 
goals in the first period. 
Theodore scored first 
when Tony Roebuck 
put a rebound past Ro-
canville netminder Da-
kota Berezowski. That 
lead was short lived 
however as moments 
later Stephane Foulliard 
would put away a short-
handed goal to tie the 
match at one.

The score would re-
main tied at one due in 
large part to the play 
of each goalie, Drake 
Berezowski for Rocan-
ville and Warren Shy-
mko. Each player played 
miraculously in the fifth 
and deciding game, how-
ever, there was one shot 
Shymko would love to 
have back. 

Midway through the 
third period, the game 
was still tied at one. Bra-
den Arnason put a shot 
on goal which fooled 

Shymko and ended up in
the back of the net. The 
Tigers led 2-1. 

Arnason’s first goal
of either the regular sea-
son or playoffs could not 
have come at a better 
time. Drake Berezowski 
slammed the door shut 
on the Buffalos. Dakota
Odgers added an empty
netter and it was ela-
tion in Tiger Nation.
The Rocanville Tigers 
are the Kings of the Sas-
katchewan East Hockey
League.

Year one of the Sas-
katchewan East Hockey
League is in the books. 
The league is off to a
strong start. The Rocan-
ville Tigers are the in-
augural champions. The 
Theodore/Rocanville 
rivalry should only con-
tinue to blossom as the
SEHL grows. These two 
clubs are strong every
year and next season, 
these two clubs could 
very well do it all over
again for the champion-
ship of the SEHL. 

Rocanville Tigers win SEHL championshipSend us your
sports news!
sports@gngnews.ca



By Bruce Penton
Sports Columnist 

The baseball season that 
almost went by the wayside 
is ready to go. And if you 
haven’t been paying close 
attention, the changes are 
many.

For instance:
— The designated hitter, 

once the exclusive domain 
of the American League 
until the National League 
temporarily adopted it 
during the Covid-short-
ened 2020 season, will now 
be fully implemented in 
both leagues. Cue the com-
plaints from the tradition-
alists.

— That silly ‘temporary’ 
rule putting a ‘ghost’ run-
ner on second base to start 
an extra inning in a game 
tied after nine is now a full-
time rule (regular season 
only, thankfully), virtually 
ensuring that a marathon 
17- or 18-inning game will 
never be seen again.

— The ‘Ohtani Rule’ is 
now in effect, meaning that 
a pitcher who also serves 
as his team’s designated 
hitter will be allowed to 
continue to be the DH even 
after being removed from 
pitching duties. Were it not 
for reigning AL MVP Sho-
hei Ohtani, that rule would 
not have been enacted, nor 
considered.

— Max Scherzer now 
plays for the Mets; Freddie 
Freeman for the Dodgers; 
Josh Donaldson for the 
Yankees; Matt Chapman 
for the Blue Jays; Noah 
Syndergaard for the An-
gels; and Carlos Correa for 
the Twins, among dozens of 
player moves in the off-sea-
son.

— And the biggest 
change of all for Canadian 
baseball fans is this: The 
Blue Jays are definitely a 
legitimate contender and 
will give fans from coast to 

coast reason to watch the 
late-season pennant race 
with vital interest.

Of course, the 2022 sea-
son was in jeopardy for 
much of the late winter, as 
an owner-imposed lockout 
froze all baseball moves for 
three months while snail-
like negotiations were tak-
ing place. The pace picked 
up in late February and a 
deal was finally struck in 
early March. As baseball 
— once North America’s 
No 1 sport — continues 
to lose its fanbase, a la-
bour-induced elimination 
of the 2022 season would 
have been a killer. Judg-
ing by the immense free-
agent contracts handed out 
(Freeman got $162 million 
for six years with the Dodg-
ers; Scherzer will receive 
$130 million for three Mets’ 
seasons), it’s hard to take 
seriously the poverty pleas 
from MLB owners, who 
indicated they might have 
to go out of business if an 
owner-friendly agreement 
with the players wasn’t ne-
gotiated.

But the focus has now 
shifted from the boardroom 
to the playing field. So let’s 
play ball!

• The late Lions Hall of 
Famer Alex Karras, asked 
to call heads or tails on a 
pregame coin flip after re-
turning from a one-year 
suspension for gambling: 
“I’m sorry, sir, I’m not per-
mitted to gamble.”

• CBS’s Stephen Colbert, 

via Twitter, on Bucs QB 
Tom Brady’s unretirement: 
“Brady got one taste of 
what it’s like to help kids 
with math homework and 
decided to return to being 
tackled by the largest men 
in the world.”

• Headline at fark.com: 
“Russell Wilson succumbs 
to thin Colorado air in re-
cord time, says he hopes 
to ‘win three, four more 
Super Bowls’ for the Bron-
cos”

• Jim Nugent in the 
Global Golf Post, on the 
proposed shotgun starts in 
the 54-hole tournaments on 
Greg Norman’s LIV Golf 
Series tour: “That sounds 
like the one-day men’s 
member-guest at Duck 
Hook Town and Country 
Club. Full bar service at 
the turn; closest to the pin 
on the par-3s; long drive 
contests on the par-5s; and 
beat the pro on No. 15 for 
pro shop credit.”

• Rob Vanstone of the 
Regina Leader Post, after 
the Saskatchewan govern-
ment announced that a 
6-per-cent PST would now 
be charged on tickets to 
sporting events: “Say this 
much for the provincial 
government: It can put 
up six points (PST) much 
more quickly than the 
Roughriders’ offence.”

• Ron Mintz of the @
MintzGolf Twitter feed, on 
why Phil Mickelson isn’t 

playing in the Masters: 
“Mickelson didn”t with-
draw . . . Augusta National 
officials either told him or 
strongly encouraged him
not to come, according to
multiple sources. The last 
thing they want is Mick-
elson to drive down Mag-
nolia Lane knowing the
circus that was coming
with him.”

• Comedy writer Tor-
ben Rolfsen of Vancouver:
“The Leafs have worn five 
different uniforms in five 
different games. It’s almost 
like they’re trying to avoid 
detection.”

• Winnipeg Jets fan
North End Rick, on Twit-
ter, following the Jets’ 5-2
home-ice loss to Ottawa: 
“My dog got neutered 
today. I watched the en-
tirety of that Jets/Senators 
game. It’s debatable, but
my dog may have had a 
better day.”

• RJ Currie of sports-
deke.com: “Miami Dol-
phins players reportedly
have a book of fines where 
one of the biggest penalties
is for passing gas. Think of 
it as a fragrant foul.”

• Dwight Perry again: 
“Skiing and shooting,
hah! Let’s hear it for the 
real modern biathlon: fill-
ing out a March Madness
bracket and playing fan-
tasy football.”

Care to comment? Email 
brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca

You know what’s missing from Melville these 
days?

Playoff hockey is certainly something the Million-
aires were spoiled with during the Jamie Fiesel era, 
but in the case of Melville, it’s not the sport that’s 
missing, it’s the character of the old building where 
the games were played.

All of my hockey memories come from the Sta-
dium, from my first time on skates to the wildest 
scene ever, when the Millionaires faced the Flin 
Flon Bombers in game 7 of the SJHL final.

Don’t get me wrong, the new rink is nice and ev-
erything, with all the windows and the fancy stone-
work within as well as some of the trappings of the 
old Stadium’s trophy cases, but it’s nothing person-
ality-wise when you compare it to the old barn.

If only the walls could talk in that old place, peo-
ple who had never experienced Melville Millionaires 
hockey in the ‘Vault’ would be shocked at what 
they’d hear.

They’d hear of dripping ceilings, bare light bulbs 
under the stands and the best darn popcorn and 
burgers that any rink ever had, and you don’t have 
to believe me, just call up former Melville Million-
aire Morley Watson – a burger aficionado if ever 
there was one – and ask him.

If you arrived to a game early, you could hear the 
echoes throughout of doors and gates closing and 
it seemed like there was always a faint smell of the 
exhaust left behind by the make-shift Zamboni, often 
a tractor with the hardware somehow strapped onto 
the back end.

I can still hear the squeak and slide, like a short 
sword coming out a metal sheath, when a backup 
goalie or the team’s trainer opened the players-box 
door for a shift change.

Since there was far less glass around the ice sur-
face, you could hear the players tapping their sticks 
on the ice when they wanted a pass, or, during a 
break in the play, you might hear someone yell out, 
“Bernie, turn the light on.”

I knew Bernie Kondel. He was a neighbour of 
mine at one point and he faithfully sat in that old 
armchair as a goal judge until he could no longer 
perform that task.

I don’t know if Bernie was exactly a legend, but 
he certainly was a welcome fixture and part of the 
great tradition of the old rink.

In the corner press box, if you were there on the 
right night, you could see those two old guys from 
the Muppets – Waldorf and Statler – taking in a con-
test and arguing playfully with anyone who would 
take them up on it.

Everyone knows who they are, so I don’t feel as if 
I need to list them by name.

The games were different than they are now, also.
Now, the players are pretty good, but it seems 

quiet in there most nights, even when the Million-
aires are winning.

It really seems quiet if you can remember the 
roar of 2,500 fans in full throat at a playoff game, or 
the 3,344 that crammed themselves into the arena to 
watch the aforementioned final between the Bomb-
ers and the Millionaires.

If someone has some answers on how we can 
transfer even 50 per cent of that old passionate fan 
base on to the folks who come to the games now, it 
would be a pretty good start.

Like everyone else, I’m hoping for big things from 
the Millionaires next season, to get the thrill back 
into a building that’s lacked it on most nights for the 
last five or six years.

Part of the reason the fans were noisier back in 
the day, was probably due to the fact that the play-
ers could hear them as they cheered on the home 
side and jeered the opposition as well as the odd 
opponent.

Like all good things, it couldn’t be patched up any 
longer and became the target of the wrecking ball, 
but for all of us who sat in that rink, that’s where all 
the memories were made and when we get together 
and talk hockey, most times we’re talking about the 
best place to watch a game – the Melville Stadium.

RIP Peter Sawchuk
Melville lost another great sportsman recently, 

when Peter Sawchuk passed away.
He was my physical education teacher for three 

years and he taught and coached a ton of kids in 
various school sports in Melville over the years.

He was a fair man, with a great sense of humour 
and he always thought that, as a student athlete, you 
could always get a little bit more out of your body if 
you tried hard enough.

I recall him telling me to ride a stationary bike 
because of one bad knee, and to the surprise of no 
one, he was absolutely correct.

He mean a lot to this little community and to say 
we were lucky to have him would be a complete un-
derstatement.

Sawch, you will be missed.

Sports Column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct
Changes aplenty in major league baseball

Remember the atmosphere
Sports Column

By Bruce Penton
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Bronze medal winners

-

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Round Lake Bears from Ochapowace First Na-
tion finished third place at the Senators Cup, a pres-
tigious Indigenous/Metis senior hockey tournament 
that was held on Mar. 25 to 27 in Prince Albert.

The Senators Cup, which is organized by the Prince 
Albert Grand Council (PAGC), has been a mainstay in 
Prince Albert that shows off some of the best hockey 
talent from Indigenous communities across Sas-
katchewan and Western Canada. The event had been 
cancelled the past two years due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The Round Lake Bears, one of 16 teams entered into 
the tournament, have been participants in the event 
for several years, having won the gold in 2016. Their 
bronze came this year after they ended up in the B-side 
finals to the Sandy Lake Chiefs, which they lost 4-2 to. 
The A-side went to the Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation 
(PBCN) Stars.

“The boys battled from the bottom, played eight 
games; we just ran out of gas in the end. We turned 
some heads and we gained some new fans in the 
north,” said Bears’ player Bert George about their 
B-final game.

The PBCN Stars skated away from the tournament 
with $20,000 as the A-side winners while the second 
place Sandy Lake Chiefs got $12,000. The Round Lake 
Bears’ third place landed them $8,000. The fourth place 
team received $4,000.

The Senators Cup has seen some big-time players 
take part in the tournament over the years, such as 
two-time Stanley Cup-winning Dwight King, along 
with his brother and fellow NHL’er D.J. King. 

Round Lake Bears 
win bronze medal 
at Senators Cup
Prestigious Indigenous/Metis 

hockey tournament 

By Stephen Scriver
Grasslands News 

Wolseley Mustangs accom-
plished the almost impossible task 
of beating the Yellowgrass Wheat 
Kings in their home rink on Sat-
urday, but the Kings came into the 
Wolseley Sportsplex on Sunday 
and prevailed over the Mustangs to 
take the QVJHL championship in 
four games in the best-of-five final.

Saturday’s game had the Mus-
tangs with their backs to the wall, 
and they played an inspired game 

in the crowded confines of the Yel-
lowgrass Arena. Period scores were 
1-1, 2-2 and 3-3, with Tanner Baran 
tying the score with under two 
minutes remaining. A low bullet by 
Sly Webster won the game in the 
second overtime period. 

Sly had two goals for Wolseley, 
with Ryland McCall and Baran get-
ting singles. Ethan Fizell had two 
assists. The Wheat Kings took six 
minors to the Mustangs’ five. 

On Sunday in Wolseley, the 
Wheat Kings came out strong and 
built a 5-0 lead before the Mustangs 

answered twice. Period scores were 
2-0 and 5-0 before the 5-2 final. Wol-
seley’s goals were from the usual 
suspects—Sly Webster and Kody 
Macknak. The Mustangs took seven 
minors to Yellowgrass’s four. 

Yellowgrass was full value for 
the win. They played a controlled 
game and won most of the battles 
throughout. In league and playoff 
games, they were 5-2-1 against the 
Mustangs. 

Next up for the Mustangs will be 
Awards Night. Watch Facebook for 
details. 

Mustangs bow out in QVJHL finals
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NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT ROLL

By Darcy Gross
Grasslands News 

Finishing outside the SJHL playoffs wasn’t the way 
Mike Rooney had envisioned this season for the Mel-
ville Millionaires, but the head coach and GM says 
there’s plenty of reason for optimism.

“Yes, the results seem the same -- out of the playoffs,” 
admitted Rooney following a season that had many ups 
and downs. “We are not happy to be out, but we look 
forward with great optimism. We have developed an 
outstanding core. 

“We are now in a position to balance our depth chart 
and we have elite players who will be among the best in 
SJHL next season.”

The Millionaires stumbled out of the starting gate 
and the team played catch-up all season.

“Our COVID pause to start the season certainly put 
us behind,” Rooney explained. “We had a number of 
players off ice for 10 days and we went directly to the 
Showcase in Warman. The start was disappointing – it 
put us so far behind.”

Roster moves in mid-November gave the team a dif-
ferent look, a different attitude and also yielded some 
different results.

“We became the youngest team in the league,” added 
Rooney. “By Christmas break we’d crawled from last 
place to a playoff spot, which we held for two months.”

While the slow start and the youth movement made 
it tough on the Millionaires some nights, the main rea-
son the team failed to get into the post season was a 
rash of injuries to some of the team’s top players.

“The biggest issue was injuries and we dealt with 
many all year, but in late January they started to over-
come us,” lamented the Millionaires’ bench boss. “Zach 
Cain, Nicolas Samson and Rylan Bruns were three guys 
who incurred season ending injuries and we just didn’t 
have enough depth to lose top line forwards like those 
guys.”

Because of the injury situation, Rooney was un-
able to establish the head-to-head competition between 
players that makes them improve over the course of a 
season, benefiting from more ice time or sometimes, 
watching from the press box.

“It is important to have that competition within your 
group,” Rooney stated. “Injuries didn’t allow that this 
season. Many nights we didn’t have the option to sit a 
guy out of our lineup.”

One upside for Rooney’s charges was that the Mil-
lionaires’ younger players and those who stepped into 
replacement roles gained experience and confidence.

“We used 12 under-18 players through the season,” 
added Rooney. “In fact in LaRonge, we had seven U-18 
players in the game which is simply unheard of.”

Rooney knows that finishing outside the playoffs 
isn’t acceptable, and even though most players indi-
cated they would return next season, he knows there 
won’t be room on the roster for all of them.

“Our exit meetings went well. We were very direct to 
inform each player of the expectations to earn a (roster) 
spot in 2022-23. Our group is excited to return and each 
individual wants an opportunity to to earn their spot. 

“As I told them, regardless of age, COVID and inju-
ries, we finished 10th. Changes will happen.”

Rooney laid out a vision of what he expects when 
next year’s edition of the Melville squad hits the ice.

“We will continue to work to improve our group and 
the off-season objective is to continue to find ways to 
get better,” Rooney explained. “We will add size and 
grit but we can’t forget we want to be a team of speed 
and skill.”

The Millionaires already have a solid core of new 
players committed for next season and Rooney is look-
ing forward to a fresh start, hopefully without the spec-
tre of COVID hanging over the league.

“I know many fans see the direction and are excited,” 
Rooney added. “I know because they tell me. That gets 

me even more excited.
“I look forward to getting back to normal. Allow ev-

eryone to simply come to rink and enjoy the games. 
The stress of COVID has impacted everyone and (next 
season) hockey fans in the Melville region are going 
to be able to arrive at the rink and enjoy entertaining 
hockey.”

It’s not quite time to hang up the clipboard on the 

2021-2022 season, as the Millionaires will host their 
Spring Showcase camp from April 8 – 10

“We’ll use this event to evaluate and meet more of 
the young players who are eligible for the SJHL draft. 
The Showcase is also a chance for the community to 
show the young players that Melville is a hockey town, 
so it would be nice to see some people down at the 
rink.”

Rooney says lots of reason for optimism with Mils

C-event
Presenting the C-event OK Tire and Auto award at the 
Melville Open Spiel was Lori Cyca to the team of Larry 
Peterson (skip), Carson Denis (third), Betty Kotzer 
(second), Robyn Lang (lead).

A-event
Presenting the A-event Fairland Seeds award at the 
Melville Open Spiel was Tim Beres to Ray and his an-
gels: Ray Krupski (skip), Sheila Jarocki (third), Lori 
Cyca (third) and Linda Krupski (lead).

B-event
Presenting the B-event Richardson Pioneer award at the 
Melville Open Spiel was Doug Kotzer to the team of Vince 
Schick (skip), Blair Cherneski (third), Tim Beres (second) 
and Stan Englot (lead).
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All Month
Melville Legion Chase the Ace - Fridays
Draw made at 6:15 p.m. 136 - 3rd Ave. W, 
Melville, SK. Meat Draws get underway at 
4:30 p.m.

Fort Qu’Appelle Legion Chase the Ace
Saturdays
Draw made at 7:30 p.m. 197 Company Ave. S, 
For Qu’Appelle, SK

April 1
April Fools Day
April Fool’s Day is an 
opportunity for playing 
jokes or tricks on one 
another. The challenge 
is to carry out a trick 
that is believable, if 
only for a little while. 
Tricks are most successful if played earlier 
in the day before a person is wise to what is 
going on. (holidayinsights.com)

April 3
Bring on Spring Craft and Trade Show
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. First annual show. Free 
Admission. Meet the Easter Bunny 12:30 
to 3:30 p.m. with pictures for $5. Horizon 
Credit Union Centre, 575 - 2nd Ave. W., 
Melville, SK.

April 5
Deep Dish Pizza Day
Celebrate today with a Chicago style deep 
dish  pizza, with any and all of your favorite 
toppings. Most everybody enjoys a good 
pizza, get one and chow-down! (source 
holidayinsights.com)

April 8
Grenfell Friendship Club
Ham Supper
Ham Supper with 
ham, scalloped po-
tatoes, corn and hot 
cross bun. $10 per 
plate. Pre-order by 
calling 306-451-7273. Grenfell, SK.
Kilping and District Arts Council presents 
“The Fitzgeralds” in Concert
7:30 p.m. Tickets $25 advance, at the door 
$30. Kipling Community Centre, Kipling, SK.

April 9
Grand Theatre and Indian Head Chrysler
presents “The Fitzgeralds” in Concert
7:30 p.m. Tickets $25 available at Pharma-
save in Indian Head. Grand Theatre, Kipling, 
SK.

April 8 to 10
Melville Millionaires Jr. A Hockey
Spring Showcase
Melville Millionaires Spring Camp. 2022-
23 Season tickets on sale. Horizon Credit 
Union Centre, Melville, SK

April 10
National Sibling Day
Celebrate National 
Sibling Day in a va-
riety of ways. It’s a 
great time to be thankful for your sibling. But, 
most importantly get in touch with your sib-
lings. Visit them if they live nearby. Call them, 
if they live far away. (holidayinsights.com)

April 11
National Pet Day
Today is a day about the both of you. Un-
doubtedly, there is a special bond between 
humans and pets. We’re talking about any 
and all pets. Celebrate today by spending 
time and playing with your pet. Give your pet 
a special treat or a toy. (holidayinsights.com)

April 12
Grilled Cheese Sandwich Day
What do you 
need to celebrate 
Grilled Cheese 
Sandwich Day? 
The ingredients 
are cheese, sliced 
bread, a little 
butter, and your appetite. Any cheese will do. 
If you are looking to be a little daring, add a 
couple slices of tomato or tuna fish to it, then 
grill it in a frying pan. (holidayinsights.com)

April 14
International Moment of Laughter Day
The objective of this day is to get people 
to laugh, and to laugh more often. After all, 
“laughter is the best medicine”. Simply tell 
jokes or do funny things that cause people to 
laugh. (holidayinsights.com)

April 15
Good Friday
On Good Friday, 
Jesus Christ died on 
the cross. He died for us. But he only died in 
human form. He then arose from the dead on 
Easter Sunday morning to show us that there 
is life after death in heaven. (holidayinsights.
com)

April 17
Easter Sunday
The real meaning of  Easter, is the Resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead. To 
Christians, it is the most special day of the 
year. Easter also is celebrated with the Easter 
Bunny, colored eggs, jelly beans, and lot’s of 
chocolate. There is a famous Easter game 
called the Easter Egg Hunt. Early morning 
kids go outside to find the many colored Eas-
ter eggs that the Easter bunny has hidden the 
night before. 
(holidayin-
sights.com)

April 20
Look Alike Day
Today’s a day to find someone you really look 
up to, and try to look like them. Its a way you 
can have fun with the kids, or vice-versa, by 
dressing and acting like the other person. 
(holidayinsights.com)

April 22
Melville Arts Council presents
“The Bromantics” in Concert
Doors open at 6:30 p.m., Show at 7:30 p.m. 
Advance tickets $30, at the door $35. Cash 
bar. Phoen tickets call 306-728-4494. Mel-
ville Community Works, Melville, SK
Earth Day
A day to show your support for the environ-
ment and the  harmful environmental prac-
tices we do to our favourite planet. A day to 
bring greater awareness that our planet has 
limited resources, and our fragile eco-system 
needs to be taken care of. (holidayinsights.
com)

April 23
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Annual Beef Supper
6 p.m. Tickets: Adults $20; 
12-18 years $15, 11 and 
under free. 258 - 10th 
Ave. W., Melville, SK.

April 23 & 24
Fort Trade Show
Saturday, April 23 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., April 24, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Come see the businesses 
and vendors offering products and services.
Fort Qu’Appelle Rexentre. 

April 25
Grenfell Wildlife Federation
Archery Shoot & Learn
7 to 9 p.m. Equipment available, all levels of 
ability welcome. Children-focused program, 
however, adults are welcome to shoot as 
well. Grenfell Community Hall (basement), 
Grenfell, SK.

April 28
Kiss Your Mate Day
Kiss Your Mate Day is a perfect chance to 
smooch with your partner, as if you need an 
opportunity to share a kiss or two with the 
one you love. With spring in the air, April is 
an appropriate time for Kiss Your Mate Day.
(holidayinsights.com)

April 30
Melville Market
12 to 4 p.m. For more information call Rene 
at 306-728-5673. Melville Royal Canadian 
Legion, 136 - 3rd Ave. W.,  Melville, SK
Melville Art Club Annual Art Show and Sale
1 to 4 p.m. Raffle, Silent Auction and Door 
Prize. Dessert, Tea, Refreshments. Adults 
$5, Kids Free. For more information contact 
Jackie at 306-720-0299. Melville Community 
Works, 800 Prince Edward Street, Melville, 
SK
Sask. Wildlife Federation Angling and Henry 
Kelsey Big Game Awards Banquet
Tickets: 13+ years $40; 6 to 12 years $20; 
5 years and under free. For tickets or more 
information contact Ken at 306-730-6671 or 
Chuck 306-728-5193. Horizon Credit Union 
Centre, 575 - 2nd Ave. W., Melville, SK.

CLIP AND SAVE THIS COMMUNITY CALENDAR – PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY

• Melville • Fort Qu’Appelle • Lipton 
• Cupar • Strasbourg Ag. • Ituna • Kelliher

Administration - 751 - 7th Ave. W., Melville, SK

1-306-728-5497
www.prairiecoop.com

Prairie Co-op Ltd.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Th ursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

APRIL 2022

Melville Community Works
• Thrift Shop open  -  Tuesday and Thursday 12 - 4 p.m.

• Gift Shop open  -  Tuesday and Thursday 1 - 3 p.m.

• Kidsville opening to be determined

• Canadian Mental Health Association -  Melville Branch
  - Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month 7 p.m.

• Magic Moments Playschool is currently full and accepting names for 

the 2020 - 2021 school year wait list. Please contact Chantel Fahlman 

for more info at 306-730-6272 or via Facebook messenger.
Sponsored by Prairie Co-op

 www.prairiecoop.com
 www.facebook.com/prairiecoopretail
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CROSSWORDS Copyright © 2018, Penny PressPUZZLE NO. 113

ACROSS

1. Thin opening
5. Grandmother
9. Delight
12. Sit for a portrait
13. Huge quiz
14. Shepherd’s charge
15. Sound
16. Wood-eating insects
18. Playground item
20. Hither and ____
21. Voice disapproval
23. Smooch
27. Lemon drink
30. Coffee server
31. Neck scarf
32. Boy
33. Slalom competitor
35. Important age
36. Squabble
38. Solemn lyric poem
39. Society girl
40. Drip
41. Convent inhabitant
42. Out of operation
45. Contact the office: 2 

wds.
50. Fragrant shrub
54. White House staffer
55. Dollar
56. Fellow
57. Realize
58. Quick farewell
59. Mentally healthy
60. Wiggly creatures

DOWN

1. Baths
2. Earring’s location
3. Land amid water
4. Golf pegs
5. Television company
6. Chopper
7. Not
8. Bullets, for short
9. Kind of plane

10. Be indebted to
11. Naturally!
17. Pens’ contents
19. Mistreat
22. French ____ soup
24. Like some tea
25. Angered
26. Attempt
27. Woeful expression
28. Be bold enough
29. Rim
31. Sporting facility
34. Teach
37. “When You Wish 
 ____ a Star”
43. Hazes
44. Dog’s pest
46. Water body
47. Queue
48. Hero
49. Information
50. Unruly crowd
51. Some
52. Wow!
53. Roadside lodging

WEEK OF
April 3 to 9, 2022

The luckiest signs this 
week: Leo, Virgo and 
Libra.

ARIES
You may be tempted to 
buy a new car. However, 
you must be reasonable 

After thinking about it, 
your taste for luxury 
could fade away.

TAURUS

with affection. You 
must communicate 
with your significant 
other to ease tension 
and improve your rela-
tionship.

GEMINI
You’ll be full of energy 
and feel ready to solve 
all your problems. You’ll 

be relieved that most of 
your worries are now 
behind you.

CANCER
You may be worried 
about a minor health
problem. If you take
the situation seriously,
you’ll be able to get the 
care you need.

LEO
You’ll be surrounded 
by a lot of people. Your 
friends will invite you 
on several outings.
Agree to the sugges-
tions that interest you
the most.

VIRGO
At work or home, you’ll
be given a lot of re-
sponsibility. To move 
forward, you must get 
your priorities straight
and stop procrastinat-
ing.

LIBRA
You’ll explore a new 
form of spirituality that
allows you to improve 
your mental and phys-
ical health. You must
learn something new or 
share your knowledge.

SCORPIO
Let yourself feel every
emotion. Your family 
and friends will help 

cult situation. You’ll be
able to clear your mind 
and see the light at the 
end of the tunnel.

SAGITTARIUS
It’s easier to get along 
with people you don’t 
know well. Your rela-
tionships with those 
closest to you may be
more strained than 
those with your ac-
quaintances and col-
leagues. You may have
to take a step back.

CAPRICORN
It’s important to be 
analytical about new 
opportunities. You’ll 
be promoted at work. 
However, you must ne-
gotiate the terms and
conditions of the posi-
tion to gain more power
and responsibility.

AQUARIUS
If you’re single, love will
come your way. A long-
time acquaintance may 
declare their love for
you. Financially, you’ll
be entitled to a large
sum of money that prac-
tically falls from the 
sky.

PISCES
You’re thinking of mov-
ing to a new home. This 
week, you’ll put your 
family’s needs first 
even if your schedule is 
overloaded. You’re ded-
icated to the people you 
love.

N T N E I T N E S D D S U P E R E P S E

P O N F S F S H C R L D A Y I T E A N A

H C I F I T N E I C S R K E R T R A T S

A C E T R A E E E S S A O I E E U B M I

S T L A A N W K N E T G L W E T T U D M

E E N O R D T E C H N O L O G Y U S E O

R G I E A R N S E O G N R E G N F S Y V

E T E S G O F U S Y R S N Y I I I A E M

S P H Y S I C S O M S O C T T N C R G S

T I M E C D L M S F L A N A L O G D U R

S T C T O S A L T C P O W E R I B B B E

I D I O V R Y S E I C E P S M T R O T D

T O T M T I Y S N T E N I H C A M G R N

N C C I E H U M A N N T V G I N G N O O

E E A S H T Y M L T N I S N O I S I V W

I N L S E F R O P A N E C I Y G S H C S

C U A P R A W A T S P A C E M A N T R P

S D G E O A A U V G P R F B V M N A S A

C L A R K E M G R E A T E N O I T C A C

S K E R U T A E R C L H I C O S M I C E

Whizword

DIRECTIONS:All the theme words listed below will be found in the 

puzzle, either vertically, horizontally, diagonally or even backwards. 

The puzzle will be easier if you find the bigger words first. As you find 

a word, CIRCLE EACH LETTER and then check the word off the list 

of theme words. Some letters might be used more than once, so be 

careful to leave all letters visible. The letters left over will solve the 

puzzle, and may be one word or a phrase.

By Jim Barnard

Last puzzle’s Answer:  CAGEY CO-STARS © 2012 Jim Barnard 

“SCIENCE FICTION AFICIONADO”

Solution: 16 Letters

(2 Words)

 THEME WORDS 

 A Action  F Fantasy  P Parsecs  V Visions

Analog Fiction Phaser Void

Androids Foundation Physics

Asimov Freak Planets  WWarp

Future Power Weird

 B Being Wonders

Brain  G Galactic  R Ringworld

Bug-eyed Great Robot

Bussard Rockets

 H Heinlein

 C Caper Hero  S Sciences

Clarke History Scientific

Clone Human Scientists

Continuum Sci-fi

Cosmic  I Imagination Sentient

Cosmos Intelligent Space

Creature Invasion Spaceman

Species

 D Dragons  L Logic Stars

Drone Star Trek

Dune  M Machine Strange

Magic Super

 E Earth Mars

Eerie Martian  T Technology

Esper Mutant Theory

Mystery Thing

Myths Time

Time travel

 N NASA Trilogy

4/15
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Neighbourly Advice According to Ed - Ray Maher

Avoid the warning signs
Some folks like to live 

on the edge. They take 
risks. They ignore com-
mon warning signs like 
‘slippery when wet’ or 
‘drive with caution.’ We 
ignore warning signs 
because we see them as 
judgment calls depending 
on what seems apparent. 

If the floor doesn’t 
appear wet, one can eas-
ily ignore the ‘slippery 
when wet sign.’ Yet, If 
you choose to walk on the 
floor with a sign, there 
may be a wet spot you 
didn’t see, and you could 
slip and fall. 

If you fall and are in-
jured, you will live with 
your injury, because you 
ignored the warning. 

Warnings can protect 
us, but signs only help 
those who heed the warn-
ings given them. Eze-
kiel, the prophet, alerted 
the people of Israel that 
they must turn from 
their wicked ways, for 
those who refused to turn 
would die for their sin. 

God made it clear that 
he wanted the best for his 
people. 

The Lord told Ezekiel, 
“Say to them, ‘As surely as 
I live, declares the Sover-
eign Lord, I take no plea-
sure in the death of the 
wicked, but rather that 
they turn from their ways 
and live. Turn! Turn from 
your evil ways!’” 

               Ezekiel 33:11
The Bible repeatedly 

reports how God’s people 
in both the Old and New 
Testaments needed re-
peated warnings to turn 
from sin and evil. There 

is a blind spot with those 
belonging to God. 

They see sin in oth-
ers but cannot spot it in 
themselves. In heaven, 
sin is gone, but sin still 
infects all people until 
then. 

No one is so pure and 
perfect that they are sin-
less. “There is not a righ-
teous man on earth who 
does what is right and 
never sins.”       Eccl. 7:20

 Too many Christians 
deny they have a sinful 
nature.

God’s people compare 
themselves to other peo-
ple, and they can see 
those who seem far more 
sinful than themselves. 
(Galatians 5:19 confirms) 
“The acts of the sinful na-
ture are obvious sexual 
immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; idolatry, and 
witchcraft; hatred, dis-
cord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissen-
sions, factions and envy, 
drunkenness, orgies, and 
the like.” 

It is not our job as 
Christians to see the sin 
in others but to see sin in 
ourselves and turn from 
it.

Paul writes in 1 Cor. 
10:12 to believers in 
Christ, “So, if you think 
you are standing firm, 
be careful that you don’t 
fall.” No one can es-
cape every temptation 
and never sin except for 
Jesus. 

Many Christians will 
admit they could sin but 
refuse to admit they do 
sin and need to turn from 
sin. 

Admitting our sins and 
agreeing we need to turn 
from our sins is going in 
the right direction. How-
ever, turning away from 
sin is impossible if we 
find no sins in our lives 
that need our confession. 
In Luke chapter 13, Jesus 
had a blunt message of 
warning for his followers 
to repent or perish. 

Jesus commented on 
Galileans cut down while 
making their sacrifices at 
the temple. It was thought 
by those with Jesus that 
the Galileans must have 
been worse sinners than 
other Galileans because 
of their brutal deaths. 
Jesus said that they were 
not worse sinners than 
any others. 

Jesus warned all those 
following Him that they 
also needed to repent or 
perish.      
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ANGLICAN CHURCH

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

April 3: 

April 24: 

All services at St. Paul’s can be 
streamed live on Facebook. 

Sunday morning live streams 
start at 10:50 a.m. 

                                                                                        

FIRST UNITED CHURCH

Office Hours: 

April 3:

                                                                                     

 

Sundays: 
9:55 a.m. 

10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Recorded messages posted online
                                                                                      

MELVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH
th Ave. W.
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Pastor Samuel Jung
                                                                                    

WAPELLA CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

                                                                                   
ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Welcome You
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Welcome You

Whitewood & Area 
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Welcome You

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Growing in 
Faith Together

 “Visit a 
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Your Choice”

Fort Qu’Appelle 
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Welcome You

 Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube and will be 

livestreamed. Please call the church at 306-900-0600 
for information regarding COVID-19 regulations 

or check our website: valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle

ANGLICAN CHURCH
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Hal Arthur, late of Moose 
Jaw, Sask., ad man, carpen-
ter, gardener and writer, died 
at the Royal University Hos-
pital in Saskatoon on Sunday, 
March 27, 2022, at the age of 
84. Harold was predeceased 
by his parents, William Alex-
ander and Edna Lydia Arthur; 
his brothers, Raymond and 
Lloyd; and his sister, Glad-
ys. His loss will be grieved 
by his spouse of 39 years, 
Nonna Mitchell; his nephews, 
Bruce, Kevin, Mike and John; 
his nieces, Beverley and Linda; and his sister-in-law, Emily 
Arthur.

Harold grew up on the family farm south of Grenfell, and 
in his early years learned to love the natural world and the 
creatures that share it with us. His education began in the 
Arlington School District and then in high school he boarded 
in Grenfell during the week, sometimes skiing to and from 
the farm on the weekends. His post secondary education 
included the Radio and Television Arts program at Ryerson, 
where he made and kept many friends, including those 
from the RHO fraternity, that he helped to found.He had a 
short period in the Architecture program at the University of 
Toronto, and, after he moved back to Saskatchewan, he 
completed the carpentry program at SIAST (twice).

Hal learned about the world by seeing more of it than 
most people ever get the chance to. When he was young, 
he circumnavigated the globe with his previous spouse, 
Rosemary Gray Snelgrove, by boat, train, motorcycle, car 
and bus, with only one or two short hops by airplane when 
absolutely necessary.

Harold worked in advertising on three continents, and 
was a freelance journalist and essayist published in maga-
zines that included the Family Herald and Saturday Night. 
He was single-mindedly devoted to his craft of writing, and 
he leaves an unpublished novel, short stories and poems 
as well as his published work. He was proud to have been 
asked to read a poem to the Moose Jaw City Council when 
he was declared Moose Jaw’s Poet of the Year.

Hal was a brilliant vegetable gardener, and taught many 
of his friends the tricks he had learned that helped him pro-
duce a bountiful, wild-looking garden without use of chem-
icals.

He loved trees, and was regretful when, after breaking 
his hip in a fall two years ago, he had to give up his climbing 
belt along with his cross-country skis and skates.

Norma was lucky enough to meet him when he lived in 
Pense in the early 80s, and they bought a little house to-
gether in 1985. There is nowhere you can look in the house 
without seeing his handiwork of shelves, record cabinets, 
paint and plaster.

Hal was a true conservationist, preserver, and reuser. 
He never wasted food or anything else, and he recycled 
everything, sometimes to the amazement of his spouse and 
friends. He seldom threw anything away. He kept every bit 
of string that entered the house.

Harold was honest, stubborn and devoted to learning 
about the world from piles of books and magazines and the 
daily soundtrack of CBC Radio and CPAC on the TV.

He loved music, especially jazz, and was generous in 
sharing with others his love of artists like Sonny Rollins, Oscar 
Peterson and Jimmy Cliff. In his last few days he could not 

journey with his favourite music playing.

have been this: It is time for us all to be more merciful. Pro-
ductive compassion for prisoners, poor and displaced peo-
ple at home in Canada and in the world, and for the species 
that share the planet with us is what he would want as a gift 
of remembrance for him.

Harold will be cremated as he wished. Rather than a 
formal ceremony, friends and loved ones are invited to an 
informal come and go visit at his home at 923 Lillooet Street 
West on the afternoons of Sunday, April 10 or Monday, April 
11. Musical instruments are cordially invited.

Obituary Harold William Arthur
Dec. 14, 1937 - March 27, 2022

Velma (Hatvaney) Kuzub 
of Whitewood, Sask., passed 
away Friday, March 4, 2022 
at the age of 93 years.

Velma was born at Forrest 
Farm, SK, on Nov. 27, 1928 
to Helen and Frank Hatvaney. 
She had two younger sib-
lings, brother Frank and sister 
Kathleen.

As a young girl, and eldest 
child, Velma helped out on 
the family farm and attended 
the Forrest Farm and White-
wood Schools.

Later, Velma moved to, and worked in southern Ontario, 
in the Chatham/Brantford area where, also working there, 
she met Steve Kuzub, originally from the Foam Lake, Sask. 
area.

Velma and Steve returned to Saskatchewan and were 
married in Whitewood on Nov. 9, 1950. They then pur-
chased the original 1910 Hatvaney homestead farm from 
Velma’s retiring parents, which they actively farmed until 
1992, then retiring themselves to Whitewood.

The Hatvaney-Kuzub Family Farm, established in 1910, 
was honoured with the “Century Family Farm” Award at the 
Century Celebrations held in Regina in 2016, and the farm 
continued on with Velma and Steve’s eldest son William 
(Bill) and his wife Debbie, until it recently sold in 2021. 

After 67 plus years of marriage, Velma’s loving husband 
Steve passed away on Dec. 24, 2017. Velma was also 
predeceased by their infant daughter, Shirley; her younger 
brother Frankie; her parents, Helen and Frank; and numer-
ous family members she dearly missed and loved.

Velma is survived by her sons, William (Debbie), Danny, 
Darwin and her daughter Brenda; grandsons, Willy (Alissa), 
Jody, Matthew (Ley), Kyle (Olga); granddaughter Miranda; 
great-grandson Ezra; great-granddaughters, Zenovia, Oakley, 
Arena, Marion; step-great-grandsons, Reece, Landon, 
Pierce, Presley. Also surviving are her sister, Kathleen 
Anderson; nephews, Jerry (Coe), Jordan, Noah and 
Gregory, all of Thunder Bay, Ont.; her cousin, Glen Robert-
son of Whitewood, Sask.; sisters- and brothers-in-law; nu-
merous additional family members and many dear friends.

Velma’s funeral service was held on Friday, March 11, 
2022 at Knox Presbyterian Church, Whitewood with Rev. 

great-granddaughter, Zenovia Kuzub and church mem-
ber, Barb Vennard; and the eulogy by son, Darwin Kuzub. 
Pianist Linda Houtman led in the hymns, “Rock of Ages”, 
“Amazing Grace” and “In the Bulb There is a Flower”.

Arrangements were entrusted to Matthews Funeral 
Home, Melville and Whitewood.

Obituary Velma Kuzub
Nov. 27, 1928 - March 4, 2022

 Catherine Mack of Fort Qu’Appelle, Sask. passed away 
on Thursday, March 24, 2022 at the age of 95 years.  
 Catherine was predeceased by her husband, Adam 
Mack in 2006; grandson, David Mack in 1995; sister, Doro-
thy (Earl) Hough; brother, Jack (Fran) Maddia; and brother, 
David (Jean) Livingstone. 
 She is survived by son, Michael (Faye); grandchildren, 
Diana (Kim) Kolenich and Derek Mack; great-grandchil-
dren, Janine (Codi), Courtney (Colten), Kyle (Katie), Jaimie 
(Nic) and Chase (Jessica); great-great-grandchildren, Jordyn, 
Hudson and Maddie; and several nieces and nephews. 
 Catherine loved her family and was very proud of her 
nursing career. She was an RN graduate from the Grey 
Nuns’ Hospital School of Nursing in 1947. She loved to 
share memories of being a public health nurse. She also 
enjoyed singing in the Anglican Church Choir for many 
years.
 Interment of cremated remains will be held in the Lakeview 
Cemetery, Fort Qu’Appelle at a later date. Online condo-
lences may be made at www.tubmanfh.com

Obituary Catherine Mack
June 16, 1926 - March 24, 2022

It is with sadness we an-
nounce that, after a long and 
successful life, Joan Renouf, 
age 96 years, of Melville, SK, 
passed away at the Regina 
Wascana Grace Hospice on 
Thursday, March 17, 2022.

Joan was born Aug. 18, 
1925, to James and Bessie 

Kamsack, SK.  She enjoyed 
growing up in small-town 
Saskatchewan, learning to 
play the piano and especial-
ly spending time at Madge 
Lake. After high school, she took a job in the bank and 
cared for her mother.

While in Kamsack, Joan met Francis (Frank) Caldwell 
Renouf. They were married on Feb. 17, 1951, and moved to 

born. In 1956, the family relocated to Regina. While waiting 

Kamsack where their third son, Rhys, was born.  
While managing a busy household with three children, 

Joan returned to university and obtained her teacher’s cer-

completed her Bachelor of Education degree, specializing 
in Library Sciences. Joan taught Grade 6 in the Regina 
school system for several years until she and Frank relo-
cated to Melville in 1977. She then found her calling as the 
resource librarian at the Ituna School.  

Joan was able to share many great memories at Madge 
Lake with her family over the years. In the early 1980s, she 
and Frank built a cottage at Child’s Lake, MB, where they 
shared many enjoyable days.

Throughout her life, Joan enjoyed reading, crossword 
puzzles, playing cards (especially bridge), cooking, the 
great outdoors (especially a picnic  “Food tastes better out-
side, don’t you think so?”) and dogs. Oh, how she loved 
dogs! Joan shared a passion for education with Frank; to-
gether they established education funds for their grandchil-
dren to assist them in pursuing their post-secondary edu-
cations. 

Joan was predeceased by her parents, her husband, 
Frank, and elder sister Lenore (Lorie) Janz of Troy, New 
York. She is survived by her sons: John, Mike (Gay) and 
Rhys (Delaine); seven grandchildren: James (Carolyn), 
Michael, Scott (Elyse), Conor (Aubrey), Carlin (Dana), Mad-
eleine and Sean; and four great-grandchildren: Josephine, 
Gabrielle, Jude and Everest.  Mom/Nana will be deeply 
missed by her family.  

The family wishes to thank Dr. Eshawesh, the staff at 
Caleb Village, Melville, the staff at Harbor Landing Village, 
Regina, the staff on Ward 4B, Regina Pasqua Hospital, and 
the staff of the Wascana Grace Hospice.

The family will hold a celebration of her life at a later 
date, along with interment in the Melville City Cemetery.

either Doctors Without Borders or to the Francis Caldwell 
Renouf Undergraduate Bursary through the University of 
Saskatchewan, College of Medicine. For information on 
making memorial donations, visit Joan’s memorial page at 
matthewsfuneralhome.ca  

Arrangements are entrusted to Matthews Funeral Home, 
Melville.

Obituary Joan Renouf
Aug. 18, 1925 - March 17, 2022

If you have a STORY IDEA or see worthwhile 

news happening? Give us a call! 

1-844-464-6397
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 PUBLIC NOTICE
Discretionary Use Application

W ½ 35-22-6 W2 - RM of Cana No. 214
The Council for the Rural Municipality of Cana No. 214 pur-
suant to The Planning and Development Act, 2007 gives no-
tice of its intention to consider Discretionary Use Application 
at the above noted properties.
The Discretionary Use Application being applied for is to al-
low for vertical landfill expansion.

PUBLIC HEARING:
Any person may make written or oral submissions to the 
Council for the RM of Cana No. 214 at the public hearing 
Tuesday, April 12, 2022 at 11 a.m. at the RM Office at 110-
5th Avenue East, Melville, SK in respect to the proposed de-
velopment applications.
INFORMATION:
Questions regarding the proposed development may be di-
rected to:
 RM of Cana No. 214
 110-5th Avenue East Melville, SK S0A 2P0
 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Monday to Thursday
 Phone: 306-728-5645, email: rmcana@sasktel.net
Dated at the RM of Cana No. 214, this 25th day of March, 
2022.

Kali Tourney, Administrator

SUMMER STUDENT POSITION 
Maintenance Worker

 

Description:

Employment terms:

               -Inuit Proverb 

Dear Dad...   

 
One year has passed without you.

 

The Fitzgeralds

 

 to 

Available Immediately
Whitewood Housing 

Authority has 
one bedroom senior suites 

for rent. Units supplied 
with heat, appliances, 

private parking and 
sewer/water. Personal 

response system available 
upon request. Damage 
deposit required. Rent 

subsidy available.

Ph: 306-735-2517

Dale’s Painting

306-728-4392
602 - 8th Ave. W.

Melville

Memorial Service

For details and link to the live stream, 
 

for Gordon Jardine 

Memoriam

Memoriam

Wanted - Trailer

Livestock

For Rent

Help Wanted

Coming Event

Province Wide Province Wide Personal

Call John
1-306-701-0144

Services
Indian Head Library

OPEN HOURS
TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

CLOSED Mon., Thurs., and Sun.

Published 
Fridays

grasslandsnews.ca
1-844-GNG-NEWS
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

 

Who we are:
Co-op does business differently. As a co-operative, we believe in working together to serve 

growth.

www.borderlandco-op.crs
What you’ll do:
The Food Store Manager will be responsible for the overall operation of the Grenfell Food 

ty. The Manager will provide leadership, direction, and support to ensure the business de-

Why it matters:

Who you are:
You are looking for a career in Retail Store Operations and:

 • You’re honest and trustworthy, are results-oriented and strive to be the best
    in what you do.

    objectives.

vation.

allows all to bring their whole selves to work.

Apply via email to careers@borderland.crs by April 11, 2022
or contact us for more information.

Borderland Co-op is hiring a

Food Store Manager at our Grenfell Food Store

CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

 

Who we are:
Co-op does business differently. As a co-operative, we believe in working together to serve 

growth.

www.borderlandcoop.crs
What you’ll do:

safety. The Manager will provide leadership, direction, and support to ensure the business 

Why it matters:

Who you are:
You are looking for a career in Retail Store Operations and:

 • You have a large knowledge base of the various products sold within the store such as

 • You’re honest and trustworthy, are results-oriented and strive to be the best in what
    you do.

    objectives.

vation.

allows all to bring their whole selves to work.

Apply via email to careers@borderland.crs by April 11, 2022
or contact us for more information.

Borderland Co-op is hiring a

Centre Manager at our Whitewood Home Centre

Cybersecurity a worry for Saskatchewan RMs
Matt Johnson

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

Saskatchewan has 296 
rural municipalities, but 
the potential cybersecu-
rity threats they face are 
endless.

Saskatchewan Associ-
ation of Rural Municipal-
ities (SARM) convention 
proposed to have SARM 
inquire into hiring IT 
personnel to reduce the 
risk. It passed, but the 
question of what comes 
next remains.

“Whether municipali-
ties are going to start to 
be a bigger target or not, 
or maybe we’re small 
fish out there for these 
hackers, that I can’t say 
for sure,” said Jennalee 
Beutler, chief administra-
tive officer for the RM of 
Silverwood.

“Taking precautionary 
steps and trying to get 
protocols in place, we just 
thought would be a good 
idea.”

The City of Saska-
toon’s loss of $1 million 

to a fraudster in the sum-
mer of 2021 was an exam-
ple of how easy it can be 
for criminals to take ad-
vantage of weaknesses.

“It is a big concern,” 
said SARM president Ray 
Orb.

The demand for a res-
olution comes after a 
calendar year in which 
SARM was unable to find 
favourable renewal terms 
for cyber liability cover-
age, with higher premi-
ums and less coverage 
offered by a pre-existing 
provider. Part of the rea-
son for the high rates is 
the RM’s lack of protocols 
to prevent crime.

Cyber insurance cover-
age can include expenses 
for computer and elec-
tronic data restoration, 
e-commerce extortion and 
crisis management, ac-
cording to the Insurance 
Bureau of Canada.

Silverwood is one ex-
ample of an RM that did 
not go through with the 
coverage this year.

“They said we are at 

high risk, because we 
don’t have enough inter-
nal protocols, IT on staff 
and education towards 
all the different kinds 
of threats. The coverage 
came back so high and 
with such large deduct-
ibles that it wasn’t really 
worth going through with 
it,” Beutler said.

The staffing problem 
within RM offices per-
sists. Offices with only 
a handful of employees 
can’t realistically take on 
cybersecurity issues.

“RM administrators 
have so many tasks that 
they have to do, it’s vir-
tually impossible for 
them to do them on their 
own with the way they’re 
staffed,” said Colin War-
necke, manager of risk 
management at SARM.

“I don’t know too many 
organizations where 
you’re the accountant, the 

HR manager, the market-
ing individual, and the 
IT individual. Who could 
handle all of that? They 
really have to look at hav-
ing some outside assis-
tance in doing that — but 
that comes with a cost.”

The price depends on 
the solution. Warnecke 
said right now, a lot of 
the focus is on educating 
RMs; SARM currently of-
fers a $25 cyber training 
program for its members.

He would like RM 
administrators to im-
plement good controls, 
preferably with IT profes-
sionals, to better protect 
themselves, including 
adding multi-factor au-

thentication and backup 
systems, he said.

Silverwood suggested 
hiring an IT specialist, 
but whether one hiring 
would be a realistic solu-
tion to oversee the nearly 
300 RMs within the prov-
ince is debatable.

Brennan Schmidt, a 
Regina-based cybersecu-
rity expert, said he would 
advocate for an econo-

mies of scale model that
would put a consistent set
of standards in place, but 
on a broader scale to save 
taxpayer money.

“If you can have a 
water agreement or a fire
truck agreement in place 
for sharing between mu-
nicipalities, I think it’s a
really good time to start 
having the conversation 

ASSESSMENT ROLL NOTICE
Village of Fenwood 

 

Friday April 1, 2022 – Friday May 13, 2022
The Municipalities 

Act

The Secretary of the Board of Revision
for the Village of Fenwood;

Western Municipal Consulting Ltd.
P.O. Box 149, Meota, SK  S0M 1X0

by the 13th day of May 2022.

Royal Canadian Legion

General Meeting 2nd Sunday at 2 p.m.

Auctions

QUICK SOLD AUCTION

Auctions

2S Auctioneers

WE BUY 
DAMAGED GRAIN
HEATED... LIGHT
BUGS... TOUGH
MIXED GRAIN

SPRING THRASHED
WHEAT... OATS 

PEAS... BARLEY
CANOLA... FLAX

“ON FARM PICKUP”
WESTCAN FEED 

& GRAIN
1-877-250-5252
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RM of Elcapo No. 154
Notice of Assessment Roll

 Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll 
for the RM of Elcapo No.154 for the year 2022 has 
been prepared and is open to inspection in the of-

The Munici-
palities Act has been passed and the assessment 

2022.

 Mervin J. Schmidt, 
 Assessor

Assessment Roll 
Rural Municipality of Kingsley No. 124

 Notice is hereby given that the assessment roll of 
the Rural Municipality of Kingsley No. 124 for 2022 has 
been prepared and is open to inspection in the offi  ce 
of the assessor from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. on the following days:

Monday to Thursday,

April 1st, 2022 to May 2, 2022

 A bylaw pursuant to section 214 of  The Municipalities 
Act has been passed and the assessment notices have 
been sent as required. 

 Any person who wishes to appeal against his or her 
assessment is required to fi le his or her notice of appeal 
with: The Assessor, RM of Kingsley No. 124, P.O. Box 239 
Kipling, SK S0G 2S0 and Saumya Vaidyanathan, Board 
of Revision Secretary, P.O. Box 149 Meota, SK S0M 1X0 
by the 2nd day of May, 2022.

 Dated at Kipling, Sask. this 1st day of April, 2022. 

Holly Heikkila,
Assessor

PUBLIC NOTICE
RM of Hazelwood No. 94

The Planning and Development Act, 
2007

Intent:

Affected Land:

Reason: 

Public Inspection:

Public Hearing:

RM of Willowdale No. 153
 

The Munic-

RM of Silverwood No. 123

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
OF THE ASSESSMENT ROLL

The Munic-
ipalities Act

 

B

Cybersecurity a worry for Rural Municipalities
 - continued from page 28

as to what that may 
look like in the digital 
age,” Schmidt said, not-
ing that as demand for 
broadband internet ac-
cess increases, so do the 
potential risks.

“If anything, by ad-
vocating for broadband, 
you are creating a cou-
ple problems. No. 1, 
you’re getting folks who 
may not have adopted 
technology to fast track 
on the technology track. 
And No. 2, you have this 
whole issue of now mu-
nicipalities are going to 
have to start keeping 
pace with the demands 
that people expect.”

Orb noted that the 
potential for increased 
susceptibility with the 
advancement of internet 
technology is a concern, 
but said SARM has been 
working over the last 
year with SaskTel and 
smaller internet service 
providers, on proper 

connectivity and cyber-
security.

Schmidt ’s  advice 
for RM taxpayers is to 
identify the safeguards 
for data recovery and 
whether insurance is in 
place.

Schmidt believes a 
government standard is 

required for RMs.
“If the government 

can put forth legislation 
that stipulates that you 
must have a budget that 
is released at this time 
and you can’t … borrow 
against money that you 
don’t have, etc. I would 

Concrete construction 
company requiring a 
SLINGER OPERATOR 

with class 
3 license and 

EXPERIENCED 
CONCRETE FORM 

SETTERS
in Calgary, AB

Must be capable 
of manual labor 
assisting with 

exterior weeping tile 
and basement gravel 

installation.
Competitive wage 

with year round 
employment and 
opportunity for 

overtime.
Must submit drivers 

abstract
Email resumes to

rversteeg@
a1cement.com

or call 1-403-333-1722 

CERTIFIED SEED
- WHEAT- 
6 VARIETIES

- OATS - 
7 VARIETIES

- BARLEY-   
7 VARIETIES 

VERY EARLY YELLOW PEA, 
FORAGE PEAS. 

POLISH CANOLA, 
SPRING TRITICALE.

mastinseeds.com
403-556-2609

Owner Operators 
needed to haul bulk 
liquid throughout Western 
Canada and to US season-
ally and year-round.

Loaded and empty 
miles paid!  

Contact us or submit 
your resume:

Phone: 204.571.0187
Email:  recruiting@
renaissancetrans.ca

Or submit an online 
application @ 
www.renaissancetrans.ca

HEAVY DUTY 
MECHANICS REQUIRED 

Clean CAT, JD equip;  
winch, dump, gravel 
trucks, and trailers.  
Both camp and shop
locations; R & B provided
 

Wage negotiable.  
Clean drivers abstract 

a must.   
Send resume and 

work references to: 
Bryden Construction  

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@
xplornet.ca

www.
brydenconstruction

andtransport.ca

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATORS REQUIRED:

motor scrapers, dozers,
excavators, graders, rock 
trucks. Lots of work all 
season.   

Camp job; R & B 
provided.  Competitive 

wages. Valid drivers 
license req’d.   

Send resume and 
work references to: 
Bryden Construction  

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@
xplornet.ca

www.
brydenconstruction

andtransport.ca

say they should defi-
nitely have some sort 
of standards in terms of 
cybersecurity, because 
if we don’t have that, I 
think that it’s just going 
to be a disaster for the 
tax base.”
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April14, 2022

Municipal 
Maintenance Worker 
Full Time Seasonal

PUBLIC WORKS FOREMAN
TOWN OF BROADVIEW

Town of Broadview
P.O. Box 430

Broadview, Saskatchewan, S0G 0K0
Phone 306-696-2533

Fax 306-696-3573
email: town.of.broadview@sasktel.net

The Town of Broadview would like to thank all who ap-
ply, however, only those selected for an interview will be 
contacted. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

March 15, 2022

RE: APPLICATION TO MODIFY A CAVERN LICENCE TO A WASTE DISPOSAL CAVERN
AREA: SW-29-22-6-W2M (LSD 6)

NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE

April 5, 2022

2 pm to 6 pm

1A TRUCK DRIVERS
WANTED:

Winch trucks & trailers;
dump trucks & pups/
quad wagons. Hauling
heavy equipment, gravel, 
& camp shacks.

Wage negotiable.  
Clean drivers abstract 

a must.   
Send resume and 

work references to: 
Bryden Construction  

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@
xplornet.ca

www.
brydenconstruction

andtransport.ca

Quilt for Ukrainian refugees
By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

Students at Broadview 
School are doing their 
part to encourage those 
impacted by the war in 
Ukraine. 

According to data from 
the United Nations, more 
than 3.6 million people 
have fled Ukraine since 
Russia’s invasion on 
February 24. Most have 
sought refuge in neigh-
bouring European coun-
tries but Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship 

Canada (IRCC) has also 
put measures in place to 
quickly welcome Ukraini-
ans to Canada. Since these 
refugees often arrive with 
very few possessions, var-
ious organizations have 
been collecting clothing, 
linens, and other neces-
sities. 

A group of students 
in Broadview were in-
spired to add a personal 
touch by sewing a quilt 
to donate. Tanya Cest-
nick teaches the Practi-
cal & Applied Arts (PAA) 
Fashion, Textiles & De-
sign class at Broadview 

School. Last semester she 
led six Grade 10-12 stu-
dents in designing and 
sewing their own quilts.

This term, her Grade 
8 and Magnet classes 
worked on a group quilt-
ing project suggested by 
her friend Kellie Kacz, 
who owns Silly Moon 
Quilting Co. in British 
Columbia. 

“We were sewing to-
gether at a virtual sewing 
retreat and Kellie thought 
that making some dona-
tion quilts would be a 
good project to show our 
support,” Cestnick ex-

plained. “I decided that 
it would be an excellent 
project for my students 
to participate in to show 
their support, as well as 
an opportunity to learn 
about what is happen-
ing in the Ukraine right 
now.”

In March, the Broad-
view students sewed 40 
heart blocks using yellow 
and blue fabric, the color 
of the Ukrainian flag. 
Their teacher sent the 
pieces to Kacz, who will 
assemble the shapes and 
add unique quilting to the 
finished product using a 
longarm quilting machine 
and specialized rulers. 
She will also include a 
label on the quilt, noting 
that it was sewn by the 
students in Broadview. 
Kacz will send a picture 
of the completed quilt to 
the school and then work 
with the Ukrainian Hall 
in her community to find 
refugees with whom to 
share the quilt.

Quilt fashion
Students in the fashion and textiles class at Broadview School sewed yellow 
and blue quilt blocks for a quilt that will be donated to Ukrainian refugees. 
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◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on new 2022 ELANTRA Essential manual/2022 TUCSON 2.5L Essential FWD/2022 KONA Essential FWD/2022 ELANTRA Essential manual models with an annual lease 

rate of 0.99%/4.99%/4.99%/3.99%. Total lease obligation is $9,651/$19,222/$14,912/$12,337. Weekly lease payment of $62/$80/$65/$55 for a 36/48/48/48-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $0/$2,495/$1,295/$895 and first monthly 

payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,725/$1,825/$1,825/$1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding GST/PST). Lease offer excludes 

registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. †Finance offers available O.A.C. 

from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2022 ELANTRA Essential manual models with an annual finance rate of 0.99%. Cost of borrowing is $206. Selling price is $20,155. Weekly payments are $194 for 24 months. $0 down 

payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge of $1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding GST/PST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, 

PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. Price of model shown: 2022 TUCSON Ultimate Hybrid AWD Magnetic Grey/2022 KONA N Line AWD Pulse Red with Ultimate package/2022 ELANTRA Ultimate 

Intense Blue with Tech package is $43,857/$35,957/$30,557. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,825/$1,825/$1,725, levies and all applicable charges (excluding GST/PST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence 

fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ◊† Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes 

freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for 

complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. ±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present 

their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete 

details. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. 

Additional information:

•  Dealers may charge additional fees for administration of up to $499.  

Charges may vary by dealer.

•  Active and veteran military personnel receive up to $750 in price adjustments±.  

Visit hyundaicanada.com/military

hyundaicanada.com

Ultimate Hybrid AWD model shown 

Selling price: $43,857

N Line AWD model with Ultimate package shown 

Selling price: $35,957

Ultimate model with Tech package shown 

Selling price: $30,557

Ultimate Hybriybrid AWD md AWD mWD md AW odel sodel shodel shl showown 

Selling price: $43,857

N Line AWD modAWD el withwith UltiUltimaUltimatte pacte packte packagage shown 

S lli i $35 957

Best Mid-Size Utility Vehicle 
in Canada for 2022

on select 2022 models

Lease◊ or finance†  from

0.99 %Hyundai
Advantage

Sales Event

Scan the QR code 

to compare all the 

great features on 

the TUCSON to the 

competition.

Scan the QR code 

to compare all the 

great features on 

the KONA  to the 

competition.

Scan the QR code 

to compare all the 

great features on 

the ELANTRA to 

the competition.

2022 TUCSON

for 48 months with $2,495 down◊

Lease the 2.5L Essential FWD for: 

weekly $ 80
at 4.99%

2022 KONA

2022 ELANTRA

for 48 months  

with $1,295 down◊

for 48 months  

with $895 down◊

Lease the Essential FWD for: 

Lease the Essential manual for: 

weekly 

weekly 

$ 65

$ 55

at 4.99%

at 3.99%

Dealer License # 323917

PH: 306-783-8080    TF:1-800-565-0002  

www.yorktonhyundai.com
115 Palliser Way, Yorkton, SK

Visit www.yacauctions.com  
for more details and photos 

CALL US TODAY! 306-782-5999

Yorkton Auction Centre
Unreserved Online 
Farm Auction
MEHLING 

FARMS 
Stornoway, SK 

BIDDING ENDS:  
APRIL 19, 2022

Quality Used 
Farm Equipment

SPRING CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Yorkton Auction Centre Yard – Yorkton, SK 

BIDDING ENDS: APRIL 23, 2022
Consignments still being accepted!  

The markets is strong for used equipment

Prairie Singh Bistro open for business in Grenfell

Bistro opens
Prairie Singh Bistro opened for business on March 21 and are planning a roast
beef supper buffet for April 1 from 5 to 7 p.m.

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

A new restaurant is offering Grenfell 
residents and highway travellers deli-
cious options for a family style meal. 
Gurpreet Singh opened Prairie Singh 
Bistro on March 21 and will host a for-
mal grand opening with a roast beef 
supper buffet on April 1, 5 to 7 p.m.

The restaurant is located at the BVD 
Petroleum-PetroCanada truck stop on 
the Service Road in Grenfell, in the area 
formerly occupied by Vicki’s on 1 and 
Veramako Family Restaurant. Singh 
opened the establishment with encour-
agement and guidance from Bobbi Jo 
Urschel.

Urschel and her husband managed a 
restaurant when they first bought the 
Esso service station in the 1990s. Since 
then, the restaurant has been leased to 
other entrepreneurs and the service sta-
tion has been sold to BVD Petroleum. 
However, Urschel continues to oversee 
the service station aspect of the busi-
ness while Singh is now responsible for 
the restaurant. 

Singh was an international student 
when he first came to work for Urschel 
at the fuel station in 2017. Over time he 
became familiar with operations at the 
truck stop and advanced from cashier 
to the retail supervisor position. At the 
same time, he completed his Masters 
in Commerce and acquired permanent 
resident status. Singh also worked for 
a time at the TD Bank in Grenfell but 
is enthusiastic about this new opportu-
nity. 

“I always wanted to start something 
of my own,” Singh explained. “I saw this 

opportunity and she [Urschel] inspired 
me to start my own adventure.” 

He noted that the restaurant name 
reflects the area around Grenfell, as 
well as his home region in India. “I re-
ally like the small town better than the 
city,” Singh said. “The Punjab province 
in India where I’m from is also agricul-
tural.”

The trust that Singh and Urschel 
have built as they worked together over 
the past several years lends itself well to 
the new arrangement at the truck stop. 
Through cooperation and teamwork 
they find that the entire operation is 
productive. 

Singh recognizes that there is much 
to learn as he embarks on this venture. 
He appreciates the support and guidance 
that Urschel gives him as she shares her 
practical knowledge with Singh and the 
staff. 

The restaurant currently employs fif-
teen people, including part time and full 
time staff, and is still accepting applica-
tions. Three of the current staff mem-
bers worked at the restaurant under a 
previous owner and their experience 
has been a strong asset. 

The menu features Canadian cuisine 
but specials with Indian or Filipino 
dishes will be available from time to 
time. Singh also plans to offer Sunday 
buffets and create a lounge area that can 
serve as a “home away from home” for 
the truck drivers who stop at the service 
station. 

The restaurant is open daily, 7 a.m. 
to 9 p.m., with plans for extended hours 
during the summer. Customers can 
place orders or make reservations by 
calling the restaurant’s new phone num-
ber, 306-697-3117.

Help keep your community’s history alive.
SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER!

Call Toll Free: 1-844-GNG-NEWS
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CALL: 306-435-3313  

Moosomin, SK 

www.celebrationford.com

Contact GUY WALL or ELI TREMBLAY, TODAY!

Fresh trade!

$219 
 PER WEEK OAC!

$62,900
ONLY 33,000 KMS!

2020 FORD F-150

5.0

NEW INVENTORY ALERT

LARIAT

ELI TREMBLAY
306-434-9101

GUY WALL
306-435-0215

New tourist booth
Grenfell town workers were helping to move in a new building at the corner of Desmond Street and 
the Service Road last week. The building will be used as a new tourist booth and the Town is hoping 
to have it up and operational for this summer.

CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Achievement award
Chad Kelly presented Whitewood resident Shirley 
Kodman with the Lifetime Achievement Recreation 
Award on March 25.

JEN HANLIN | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

A Whitewood resident 
was recognized for their 
contribution to sports 
and recreation in the 
community last weekend 
and was presented with 
the  2020 Whitewood Rec-
reation Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.

The award, which had 
been postponed from 
being presented last year 
due to COVID-19, was 
handed out at the Farm-
er’s and Friends Bonspiel 
opening ceremonies on 
Mar. 25. This year’s re-

cipient, Shirley Kodman, 
had a plaque presented 
to her and she will join 
past recipients Everette 
Thompson and Dennis 
Scott with a banner bear-
ing her name that hangs 
in the arena lobby. 

Whitewood Curling 
Club president Chad Kelly 
presented the award to 
Kodman, saying that she 
was selected because of 
her dedication and com-
mitment to promote rec-
reation and sports within 
the community.

“This year’s recipient 
has gone above and be-
yond all qualifications 

and criteria for this 
award and wears the 
heart of the community 
on her sleeve,” said Kelly 
as he introduced Kodman 
to a crowd of over 200 
people.

In his remarks, Kelly 
stated that Kodman has 
been active in the sports 
in the community with 
both her children and her 
grandchildren and that 
she has sat on numerous 
boards and committees, 
serving as treasurer on 
many of them. Some of 
those groups she was in-
volved with included the 
Pipestone Valley Jets 
‘AA’ midget team, the 
fastball team, numer-
ous minor hockey teams 
and the Orioles senior 
team. Shirley was also a 
convener at the former 
rink,  doing much of the 
ordering for the kitchen. 
She also volunteered as a 
bookkeeper for the local 
golf course and for nu-
merous tournaments that 
were held at the course. 
She also was a member 
of the 2019 and 2022 Tan-
kard board, recruiting 
volunteers for the events. 

“Shirley has gone 
nothing but short beyond 
the call of duty for sports 
organizations and a big 
reason why Whitewood 
has such a successful 
sports organization and 
community today,” said 
Kelly.

Greeted by a stand-
ing ovation, Kodman ac-
cepted the award but in 
her true humble fashion, 
chose not to speak. 

Kodman recognized with lifetime 
recreational achievement award

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

It has been 55 years 
since the library in 
Whitewood opened its 
doors and while there 
were some struggles 
along the way, it is now 
– Not the library you re-
member!

Today’s Southeast Re-
gional Library has devel-
oped programs the help 
its patrons enrich their 
lives, create and connect 
through books, crafts 
and online programming 
and resources.

The library began 55 
years ago with the de-
termination of a small 
group of local people, 
assisted by the Home 
and School Association 
promising to aid with 
volunteer staffing. 

On April 6, 1967, the 
library officially opened 
in a space in the RM of 
Willowdale building.

In 1970, the library 
moved to the Town of 

Whitewood building (not 
today’s location).

The Town of White-
wood and the RM of 
Silverwood shared the 
financial responsibil-
ity until 1969 when the 
RM of Willowdale added 
their support. 

Relying on grants and 
the financial support of 
the Town of Whitewood 
and the two rural munic-
ipalities, the expense of 
staffing was not an issue 
at that time as volun-
teers staffed the library 
until 1973. 

According to the 
Whitewood and Area 
history book, the library 
was closed during the 
summer of 1972 but re-
opened in the fall, only 
to see closure again 
being threatened at the 
end of that year.

“With the cooperation 
of the Board and the vol-
unteer staff, along with 
the commitment from 
the RMs to work for an 
equitable funding solu-
tion... a working solu-

tion was arranged,” the 
history book states.

In 1973, the librarians 
became salaried employ-
ees, paid at first by local 
groups and then in 1974, 
the Southeast Regional 
Library became respon-
sible for the salaries. 

In 1983, the old stone 

town hall on the corner 
of Lalonde Street and 
4th Avenue was torn 
down and the present 
day Library and Town 
Office were constructed. 
It was May 10, 1984 that 
an Open House Tea was 
held with special guests 
and dignitaries. 

There is still strong 
support from the local 
Board, the town and the 
rural municipalities to 
help support the contin-
uation of such a worth-

while investment in the 
community.

Erica Duncan, who 
is the librarian at pres-
ent stated, “That week 
(April 4 to 8) we will be 
doing a piñata craft for 
kids, make your own 
bookmark for everyone 
and cookies and coffee 
drop in on the 5th and 
7th. There will also be 
chances for door prizes 
on the 5th and 7th. “ 

An indoor book sale 
from March 28 to April 7 

is being held to celebrate 
the anniversary of the li-
brary.

The Whitewood 
Southeast Regional Li-
brary is open Mondays 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Tues-
days 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 6 p.m. and 
Thursdays from 1 to 4 
p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m. Call 
306-735-4233 during open 
hours or email white-
wood@southeastlibrary.
ca for information or 
programming. 

Library to celebrate
55-years of lending 
books in Whitewood


