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Producers across Saskatch-
ewan are facing hardships 
brought on by the dry growing 
season.

Because of this, some pro-
ducers are concerned about 
post-harvest bills and lack 
of revenue due to the dry 
weather.

The Saskatchewan Chamber 
of Commerce says that when 
producers struggle financially, 
it affects all of Saskatchewan.

Chamber CEO Steve McLel-
lan says that low-yield during 
harvest will not only impact 
Saskatchewan’s economy, but 
also provincial funds.

“I think the situation in 
agriculture is going to impact 
the economy in many ways at 
many levels; the first of course 
and the biggest would be the 
direct impact felt from the lack 
of revenue in some areas of the 
province from the ag produc-
ers. The crops are not going 
to produce at the level we 

thought they were going to in 
the spring and what everybody 
hoped for, so that means less 
money in local communities, 
fewer equipment purchases in 
fall, those sorts of things are 
significant,” said McLellan.

“The other thing that’s also 
going to be impacted is the pro-
vincial coffers. When you con-
sider the impact on the crop 
insurance organizations, the 
impact on tax revenues being 
decreased, all of those have a 
long-term impact, but the one 
that is going to be the most vis-
ible across the province is the 
change of attitude. We were 
looking for a real strong ag 
economy this year to get our 
attitude up to act as a stimu-
lus to get the economy going. If 
that doesn’t happen, as ag goes 
in Saskatchewan, so does our 
attitude, so does our revenues. 
It’s going to be a challenging 
fall, but our farmers, like our 
people, are persistent and I 
am very confident that we’ll 
get through this as we have in 
years gone by.”

McLellan explained that 

producers play a huge role in 
Saskatchewan’s economy and a 
poor harvest will impact every 
community in the province.

“They’re huge in our econ-
omy, there’s no question. 
Every community in our 
province relies on farmers 
for everything from gasoline 

to groceries, from farm ma-
chinery to supplies. They rely 
on those communities to pro-
duce goods to sell to the world 
and that money comes back 
in many ways to the busi-
nesses in every community in 
this province, big and small. 
Whether they’re working in 
office towers in Saskatoon or 
restaurants in small towns 

and villages, everybody has a 
stake in the success of our ag 
community. When our ag pro-
ducers are down, everybody’s 
feeling the pain.

“Farm machinery folks will 
be feeling the pinch this fall. 
There are already challenges 
there with supply chains being 
impacted, but we’re going to 
see fewer purchases and that’s 
a challenge because those are 
big businesses. It’s going to im-
pact everybody from the gro-
cery store to the car dealers to 
the hardware stores. It’s a sig-
nificant impact on Saskatche-
wan, but our ag producers and 
communities are resilient and 
we will get through the harder 
days and we’ll find success 
again.”

McLellan encourages ev-
erybody to do their part in 
helping farmers, whether it is 
businesses cooperating to ex-
tend loans, or drivers just tak-
ing time to give producers the 
right of way on roads.

“We need to be respectful 
of every business person and 
ag producers are huge busi-

nesses in Saskatchewan. There 
is lots we can do; our finan-
cial sector is doing all they 
can to be patient in terms of 
loan repayments, in terms of 
cash flow, that sort of thing. 
But individuals can do things 
as well. If you see ag produc-
ers going down the road in a 
combine, or with a trailer, or 
with a load of bales, give them 
room to pass. Allow them some 
capacity to take control of the 
road and stay out of their way. 
When you do all those things 
as a courtesy, that makes the 
farmer feel a little better and 
he may be having a lousy day; 
it’s important to make sure we 
do all we can. Even if we’re not 
loaning money or equipment to 
them, we can certainly show 
them a bit of a better day.”

Even with more hot, dry 
weather expected, McLellan 
remains positive and says it’s 
not time to give up.

“There’s still time in this 
year to see what the final tally 
is, what the crops come off at, 
so we’re not throwing in the 
towel just yet,” said McLellan.

Sask. Chamber of Commerce says poor 
harvest could impact whole province

“The crops are not going to pro-
duce at the level we thought they were 
going to in the spring – that means less 
money in local communities.” 

- Steve McLellan, Sask. Chamber CEO

Harvest teamwork
With the Parrish and Heimbecker elevator in the background, Geoffrey Hewson and other members of Woodside Farm Partnership combine 
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CLICKING or CALLING before you dig costs nothing. 
NOT CLICKING or CALLING could cost you and your 
neighbours everything!

The SASKATCHEWAN COMMON GROUND ALLIANCE and SASK 1ST 
CALL
lines to be marked prior to any ground disturbance like digging.   

ALWAYS DIG SAFE!

ALWAYS KNOW WHAT’S BELOW

www.scga.ca

We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you, 

the farmers of Saskatchewan 

the years that have 
made you our Number 1 industry.

RM of Elcapo No. 154

agriculture

Fall Ag Week 
To everyone in the Agricultural Industry 

of Saskatchewan, have a Safe Harvest

Farming is learning continually
Pam Miller (right) and her mentor Isaac prepare to head out to check on the 
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By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

It was tradition in the 
years gone by for fam-
ilies to head to town to 
the local store where they 
would purchase supplies 
they needed to carry them 
over until their next visit 
was manageable. Usually, 
being only one store in a 
wide area, the merchant 
had a variety of merchan-
dise required to survive 
back in those days.

Today, there are vari-
ous stores in any commu-
nity, selling a large array 
of manufactured products 
that are shipped in for 
sale daily. Interestingly 
enough, there seems to 
now be a new trend de-
veloping where the town 
people are realizing the 
benefits of a healthy life-
style and many are look-
ing for more natural, 
healthy foods and prod-
ucts to purchase. This is 
exactly the concept that 
Miller’s By-Gone Farm 

have been living for sev-
eral years and have been 
working hard to promote 
the benefits of this life-
style to others. 

Lyle and Pam Miller, 
along with their children, 
run a small family farm 
five miles south of White-
wood, adjacent to the 
number 9 highway. A few 
years ago, their farm, Mill-
er’s By-Gone Farm, began 
providing wholesome, 
nutritious and affordable 
food for families. From 
this venture, a building 
was located at the farm 
and a year-round store 
developed, offering not 
only the products grown 
and raised by the family 
but also other items for 
sale by area consignors.  
Miller’s Mercantile Store 
is now available for the 
town (and country) folk 
to head out to one store in 
the country and purchase 
their healthy and varied 
needs, locally grown or 
made in the area that are 
available from the store.

“We believe that by 

removing the middle 
man in agriculture, the 
customer is able to have 
a direct connection to ag-
riculture and a personal 
relationship with their 
farmer,” they state on 
their website.

The Miller’ family 
raise cattle, sheep, pigs, 
goats and chickens and 
grows different kinds of 
produce, grain and forage. 
Their farm is reminiscent 
of farms from an era long 
gone, where you raised 
everything you ate, you 
cared for your animals, 
and you did it without 
saturating the ground 
with chemicals. Except 
for a few supplies, all of 
the products that they 
sell are grown or made on 
their farm.

Since Miller’s By-Gone 
Farm is not a certified or-
ganic farm, the buyer is 
not paying the additional 
price for certification and 
labelling. 

“We try to raise our 
animals and produce as 
naturally as possible, 
using no chemicals, anti-
biotics or hormones. We 
care for our animals and 
the environment,” Pam 
Miller commented.  Their 
animals live on grass as 
long as weather permits, 
and the chickens are free 
range, developing great 
tasting meat and vegeta-
bles. When you buy local 
you are guaranteed a 

fresh product.
This is a diversified 

family farm growing 
healthy food for families. 
Not only being passionate 
about having her family 
return to a healthy life-
style from the products 
that have over the years 
been a part of farm life, 
Pam is as passionate 
about sharing her knowl-
edge with customers so 
they can also be self-suf-
ficient in growing and 
preserving things, encour-
aging the life style her 
family lives. From spring, 
through summer, fall and 
winter, Pam shares any 
information of growing 

and animal nurturing, 
problems encountered, 
and helpful hints.

“I want to help people 
to learn about a good life-
style and healthy living 
but if people don’t want 
to engage in growing and 
the preserving, I also 
enjoy meeting them as I 
sell my products to any-
one in the store,” Pam 
Miller added. 

Available at the Mill-
er’s Mercantile store are 
eggs, lamb, fresh season-
able vegetables, frozen 
vegetables and fruit, pre-
serves, herbs (fresh & 
dried), sour dough bread, 
prepared food, organic 

flour and grains (One Or-
ganic Farm), goat milk 
soap & personal care, 
wool and knitting from 
the farm. The day of our 
visit, there were also 
consigned frozen sausage 
and beef cuts, Saskatoon 
frozen pies, lovely hand-
made cutting boards and 
wooden spoons, to name 
a few, and of course the 
seasonal produce of po-
tatoes, beets, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, pumpkins and 
squash with one elderly 
gentleman cleaning them 
right out of the home-
made dill pickles.  A dis-
play of honey also was 

Merchantile Store brings back
old style home grown shopping

Plenty of produce
These lovely potatoes and the melons and pump
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Box 129 – 731 Lalonde Street
Phone (306) 735-2210

THANK YOU 
Saskatchewan Ag Producers

RE/MAX FARM & COMMERCIAL 
AUCTIONS

Whether you’re an owner of farm or commercial real estate that desires to sell or an investor
that wants to buy, RE/MAX Farm and Commercial Auctions is the future in real estate.

Contact us to schedule an informative demo and take your real estate goals to the next level.

Travis Keisig, MLA

Grain producers and  
ranchers are the engine of  
our economy. 
 
Best wishes for a safe,  
productive and  
prosperous 2021!

110 Elgin St. Balcarres, SK 
306-334-3444

Last Mountain-Touchwood 

Salute to  
Agriculture 

Our experienced and knowledgeable agriculture 
account managers can help you reach your specifi c 
business goals. Whether you’re looking to expand 
your operation, pass it to the next generation or 
you’re focused on managing risks, we’re here to 
help you succeed. 

® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. 124817 (09/2020)

Every operation is unique.
Your advice should be too.

Visit rbc.com/agriculture to 
learn more

Sandra Hollinger
306-621-5347

sandra.hollinger@rbc.com

Commercial Account Manager

RBC Melville Branch
303 Main Street

306-728-6545

Provincial
Grasslands News 

SaskTel announced the launch of its 
Rural Broadband Partnership Program, 
a new initiative that will see SaskTel 
partner with internet providers to bring 
advanced broadband connectivity to un-
derserved farms, acreages, Indigenous 
communities and other hard to serve 
rural areas in Saskatchewan.

“Maximizing rural Saskatchewan’s 
access to modern broadband internet 
is a key priority for our government,” 
said Don Morgan, Minister Responsible 
for SaskTel. “SaskTel’s new partnership 
model will ensure that all Saskatchewan 
residents and businesses 
can participate and succeed 
in the modern world.”

“We are firmly com-
mitted to connecting the 
people of Saskatchewan, 
and even though we have 
invested hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in our rural 
networks across the prov-
ince, we understand that 
there are areas we can’t 
reach alone,” said Doug Burnett, Sask-
Tel President and CEO. “With the Rural 
Broadband Partnership Program, we’ll 
be better able to bridge the digital divide 
that exists in some areas of Saskatche-
wan and ensure that more rural families 
and businesses can take advantage of the 
latest digital tools and technologies to 
connect, learn, and pursue business op-
portunities.”

With the province’s largest wireline 
and wireless networks, SaskTel currently 
delivers broadband speeds that meet or 
exceed the CRTC’s 50/10 benchmark (50 
Mbps download and 10 Mbps upload) to 
85% of the population of the province. 
Through this partnership program, 
SaskTel will work with internet provid-
ers to expand their coverage areas with 
the specific aim to bring 50/10 unlimited 
broadband service, or better, to more Sas-
katchewan households.

SaskTel has received strong interest 
in the Rural Broadband Partnership Pro-
gram from several local rural internet 
providers, with H and K Rural Networks 

Inc, Living Sky Internet, and Wood River 
Controls currently signed on. Addition-
ally, as the first provider to partner 
with SaskTel, Wood River Controls has 
already utilized the program to bring 
broadband service to the Last Moun-
tain Lake area, the Muscowpetung First 
Nation and is also working on a project 
near Lake Diefenbaker.

“Muscowpetung hasn’t had the best 
internet and when the pandemic first hit, 
we saw how unprepared we were which 
is why we made it a top priority to get 
better internet service for our nation,” 
said Melissa Tavita, Chief of the Mus-
cowpetung First Nation. “Thanks to the 
partnership between SaskTel and Wood 
River Controls, we’ve been able to get 

improved internet and are 
able to take our work home 
and have video conference 
calls while also having our 
children be able to do on-
line learning in a smooth, 
efficient way without lag 
or buffering. Looking 
ahead, it’s important that 
we continue to work on 
projects that improve the 
connectivity of our nation 

to bring us into 2021.”
The Saskatchewan Association of 

Rural Municipalities (SARM), which 
created a Broadband Action Committee 
with the clear goal of improving broad-
band service for all underserved Sas-
katchewan residents, has also supported 
the development and launch of SaskTel’s 
partnership program.

“SARM aims to achieve parity for all 
Saskatchewan residents, regardless of 
your address, when it comes to the avail-
ability of this essential service that many 
rural areas are lacking,” said SARM 
President, Ray Orb. “COVID-19 identified 
the importance of immediate investment 
into broadband and enhanced collabora-
tion between internet service providers. 
We are hopeful that this new program 
will be successful in both regards.”

Added Burnett, “We’re pleased to 
work with other service providers who 
are interested in investing in Saskatche-
wan and understand the challenges that 
come with serving rural areas to create a 
more connected future for our province.”

SaskTel  to bridge the digital
divide in rural Saskatchewan

“We’ll be able to – ensure 
that more rural families and 
businesses can take advantage 
of the latest digit tools.” 

- Doug Burnett, SaskTel CEO

More news available online 
at www.grasslandsnews.ca
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775 Broadway St. W. - Hwy. #52 West 
Yorkton, SK

Open Monday to Friday:
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon • and 1:00 to 5:30 p.m.

Telephone: (306) 783-6122
www.smithsteelservice.com

NEW STEEL | INDUSTRIAL GASES & SUPPLIES | SCRAP METAL RECYCLING

METAL RECYCLING DEPOT
Steel, Cars, Farm Equipment, Copper, Brass

RECYCLING FOR A BETTER TOMORROW

CA$H
for Scrap Metal

E & T SAGAN

Custom Grain Bin Movers

Please call Edward at 

1.306.728.3760
Leave a message

Melville, SK

HAUSER’S MACHINERY LTD.
Hwy. #15 West, Melville, SK

TEL: (306) 728-2101 — TOLL FREE: 1-888-939-4444
www.hausers.ca

“Proudly serving the agricultural and industrial communities since 1947”

HAUSER’S MACHINERY LTD. – QUALITY SERVICE AND COMPETITIVE PRICING... EVERY DAY

- Complete machine shop service
- Mig, tig and stick welding
- Large inventory of industrial 
  and ag parts
- Crosby shackles, tow straps
- Gr. 70 - 100 hooks and slings to 
  100,000 lb. cap.
- Wide load signs, tarp straps, 
  load binders

Steel - 
round, rebar, sheet metal and mesh
- Custom shearing, forming 
  and fabrication
- Mobile welding unit
- Bearings, seals, hubs, pulleys 
  and sprockets
- PTO yokes, roller chain and links
  by OCM  to #100 series

- Welding rods; hard surface rods

  threading to 4 in.
- Sch 40 - 80 - 160 pipe
Grade 8 bolts - metric 10.9 bolts
- Trailer hitch accessories
- Electrical; tail lights, side markers,
  beacons
- L.E.D. lighting

By Nick Pearce
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 

When farmer Cortney 
Solonenko looks over his 
drought-stricken land 
near Yorkton, he sees a 
tank running on empty.

This year may be the 
worst one since he and 
his brother took over 
what’s now a roughly 
15,000-acre farm from 
their father in 2013. 

They’ve grown roughly 
41 bushels of winter 
wheat per acre so far, 
which is about half of 
normal. 

Saskatchewan’s agri-
culture has always relied 
on the land’s moisture 
retention, “but when the 
tank’s empty, the tank’s 
empty,” said Solonenko, 
who farms near Storno-
way.

“We’re getting nervous 
for next year.”

Solonenko is one of 
the many Saskatchewan 
farmers who are facing 
the daunting prospect of 
planning for 2022 with 

soil moisture reserves 
depleted and a business 
threatened by a dire 
drought.

Last Thursday’s crop 
report painted a difficult 
picture: cropland topsoil 
moisture is rated as four 
per cent adequate, 29 per 
cent short and 67 per cent 
very short. Hay and pas-
ture land topsoil mois-
ture came in as two per 
cent adequate, 21 per cent 
short and 77 per cent very 
short.

Recent small showers 
did little to reverse the 
low moisture levels, the 
report said. 

With moisture at a pre-
mium, University of Sas-
katchewan hydrologist 
Phillip Harder is advising 
producers to keep their 
crop stubble high this 
fall so their land retains 
more from any upcoming 
snowfall.

There would need to 
be roughly 200 millime-
tres of precipitation this 
fall for the soil to meet its 
needs, which is very un-
likely. Leaving a summer 

field fallow or crop stub-
ble higher may help, but 
it’s not a silver bullet for 
2022, he said.

“If it’s anything re-
motely dry again, we’re 
going to be having these 
same conversations, and 
it’s still going to be really 
painful on the farming 
community.”

Wes  Ander son , 
vice-president of agron-
omy with Croptimistic 
Technology, says farmers 
are going to have to enter 
2022 with “a different 
mindset.”

An exceptional year 
calls for exceptional man-
agement, he said.

Anderson advises 
against falling into old 
patterns like fall tillage, 
which may ultimately 
be little more than “rec-
reational” in these con-
ditions. That said, a few 
tried-and-true methods 
may be worth consider-
ing. 

Leaving stubble high 
is one option. 

While many have al-
ready done so, he’s also 
suggesting adopting zero 
tillage. Other options in-
clude managing residual 
nutrients, testing soil and 
controlling fall weeds to 
keep every bit of stored 
water.

“It feels like there’s 
nothing you can do, but 
at the end of the day you 
have to be able to capture 

any opportunity that does 
come,” he said. “Maybe 
that’s only a half-inch 
of rain, maybe it’s three 
inches of snow.”

Solonenko plans to 
make the most of the 
lack of moisture, planting 
crops like flax and lentils 
that need less water. The 
lentil crop he planted for 
the first time this year 
yielded roughly 40 bush-
els, which he finds en-
couraging.

He has also booked 
about 70 per cent of his 
fertilizer outputs for next 
year — which may cush-
ion him somewhat from 
its rising prices — and 
has also stayed out of for-
ward grain contracts that 
other farmers have strug-
gled to fulfil during the 
drought.

He thinks the next few 
months will be critical 
as he waits to see what 
weather comes with win-
ter and spring.

Higher commodity 
prices may help growers 
like him, according to 
Agricultural Producers 
Association of Saskatch-
ewan vice-president Ian 
Boxall. 

Producers with less 
money available for farm 
inputs are also likely to 
roll back on fertilizer as 
prices rise, he said.

“We’re going to see 
substantially reduced 
yield and commodity 
prices that are very, very 
aggressive,” Boxall said, 
comparing the market fa-
vourably to the droughts 
of the early 2000s that 
were further hampered 
by lower prices.

Boxall says farmers 
are resilient and should 
be optimistic for the 

year ahead. But he wants 
grain companies that 
have negotiated forward 
contracts with struggling 
farmers to be more flex-
ible. 

Governments should 
also continue to support 
the industry — especially 
cattle producers — to 
avoid the drought drag-
ging down local econo-
mies as farmers tighten 
their budgets, he said.

“Farmers have a 
smaller crop than they’re 
used to, but because of 
the prices, that turns a 
really bad year into an 
‘Okay, we’re not going 
to lose the farm’ kind of 
year,” said Adam Pukalo, 
commodities adviser at PI 
Financial Corp.

The conversations he’s 
had with clients have 
been bullish on grain 
markets in the short to 
medium term, although 
watching those prices 
climb can be “a jab in the 
side” for some farmers 
without grain, he said.

In some cases, he’s ad-
vising farmers on how 
to protect high prices to 
make the most of the situ-
ation headed into 2022.

“Clients always want 
the highest price, but 
then that probably means 
that they don’t have a 
crop. And then, if they 
have a great crop, that 
probably means the price 
is lower,” he said.

Paige Stewart, a 
farmer near Fillmore, has 
been more fortunate. Her 
farm has received some 
rain and she has a crop. 
However, some lessons 
learned from a challeng-
ing year in 2019 may mat-
ter for farmers planning 
for 2022.

Investing in private
revenue insurance, in
addition to government
farm insurance programs
like AgriStability, may 
offer some needed protec-
tion during hard years, 
she said. 

It can be hard to swal-
low, and may “take the 
cream off the top” in good
years, but it also takes
the edge off of the harder 
ones.

Relationships also fac-
tor in. Stewart said hav-
ing a network of other
farmers — especially 
those who lived through 
the droughts of the 1980s 
— could be a huge un-
tapped resource for some
who are looking for out-
side support.

She found that person-
ally when her operation
was facing challenges in
2019, she said. At the time,
she and her husband took 
up coaching basketball to 
focus on something other
than farming. It was a
welcome break.

Headed into next year, 
she agrees with Boxall 
that governments should 
be backing up produc-
ers and livestock owners 
who’ve been particularly 
hard hit. 

In her eyes, fully re-
imbursable counselling 
services, combined with
support from relation-
ships, can help people 
through a tough time.

“Farmers aren’t going 
to pick up the phone.
They need someone to 
come and sit with them in
the combine, and talk to
them on their turf, when 
they need help,” she said.

Solonenko also advises 
finding a silver lining. 
Rising prices are a small 
reassurance that farmers 
can overcome a challeng-
ing year as they head into 
a new one. 

Those small upsides
and pockets of resilience
will be a valuable re-
source as farmers begin 
sewing their hopes for
2022 after the drought.

“When agriculture 
struggles, everyone strug-
gles,” Solonenko said. 
“It’s tough for us and 
we’ll get through it.”

‘A different mindset’

Farmers look to the future after months of drought



The battle between 
rival Canadian railways 
Canadian Pacific Railway 
and Canadian National  
Railway over Kansas City 
Southern is over. 

CP and KCS announced 
Wednesday they have 
entered into a merger 
agreement, under which 
CP has agreed to acquire 
KCS in a stock and cash 
transaction representing 
an enterprise value of 
approximately $1 billion 
USD, which includes the 
assumption of $3.8 billion 
of outstanding KCS debt. 
The transaction, which 
has the unanimous sup-
port of both boards of 
directors, values KCS at 
$300 per share, represent-
ing a 34 percent premium, 
based on the CP closing 
price on Aug. 9, 2021, the 
date prior to which CP 
submitted a revised offer 
to acquire KCS, and KCS’ 
unaffected closing price 
on March 19, 20212.  

While remaining the 
smallest of six U.S. Class 
1 railroads by revenue, 
the combined company 
would have a much larger 
and more competitive 
network, operating ap-
proximately 20,000 miles 
of rail, employing close 
to 20,000 people, and gen-
erating total revenues of 
approximately $8.7 bil-
lion based on 2020 actual 
revenues. The CP-KCS 
combination is expected 
to create jobs across the 
joined network. Addi-

tionally, the companies 
expect efficiency and 
service improvements to 
achieve meaningful envi-
ronmental benefits. 

Options and efficiencies for 
customers to expand
A CP-KCS combination 

would provide unprec-
edented reach via new 
single-line hauls across a 
combined network, offer-
ing:

New single-line com-
petitive options for 
domestic intermodal 
shipments between Mex-
ico, the U.S. Midwest, 
and Canada, providing a 
truck competitive product 
for time-sensitive ship-
ments in the high-value 
parts, perishables, and 
expedited markets.

New single-line hauls 
linking key automotive 
manufacturing and dis-
tribution centers in Mex-
ico, the U.S. Midwest, and 
Canada, capitalizing on 
CP’s best-in-class automo-

tive compound network. 
New single-line routes 

linking energy, chemical, 
and merchandise ship-
pers to more quickly and 
efficiently connect origin 
and destination facilities 
and reach new markets 
and global consumers.

Unmatched access to 
Atlantic, Gulf, and Pa-
cific ports, linking in-
ternational intermodal 
shippers with North 
America’s largest con-
sumer markets providing 
new optionality, capacity, 
and resiliency.

New single-line routes 
allowing the efficient 
flow of agricultural prod-
ucts from CP’s origin-rich 
franchise to KCS’ destina-
tion-rich franchise, gener-
ating new optionality for 
shippers and receivers.

Extended reach for 
short line and regional 
railroads coupled with 
new optionality for non-
rail served customers via 
our extensive transload 

network.    
Importantly, custom-

ers would not experience 
a reduction in indepen-
dent railroad choices as a 
result of the transaction. 
CP-KCS have committed 
to keep all existing freight 
rail gateways open on 
commercially reasonable 
terms, while simultane-
ously competing aggres-
sively to attract traffic 
via new single-line north-
south lanes between Can-
ada, the Upper Midwest 
and the Gulf Coast, Texas, 
and Mexico.  

A CP-KCS combina-

tion would preserve the 
six-railroad structure of 
the North American Class 
1 rail network: two in the 
west, two in the east and 
two in Canada, each with 
access to the U.S. Gulf 
Coast. The two companies 
once combined would re-
main the smallest of the 
Class 1 carriers.

Improving Highway
 Traffic, Environmental 

Sustainability, and Safety
The new single-line 

routes made possible by 
the transaction are ex-

pected to shift trucks off
crowded U.S. highways, 
lowering emissions and
reducing the need for
public investments in
road and highway bridge 
repairs. Rail is four times 
more fuel efficient than 
trucking, and one train 
can keep more than 300
trucks off public roads 
and produce 75 percent
less greenhouse gas
emissions. The syner-
gies created by this com-
bination are expected to 
take tens of thousands of 
trucks off the highways
annually.  
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202 Boundary Ave. Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

Open: Monday to Friday  8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tractor & Implement Tires
 Trailer Tires          Tubes

 Calcium          Hydraulic Hoses
 Shell Oils and Lubricants  
 Filters          Mobile Unit

1-306-332-5444

Real people
servicing real life.

AG EQUIPMENT 

PETROLEUM 

PRAIRIE CO-OP 
FUEL EQUIP 

HILLSIDE WELDING 
Keith Lang, Melville SK 
1-306-728-4095
Services 

• Welding
• 

• Break Work
• Shearing
• Aluminum 
• Reynolds 
  Roller Chain
• Bearings

• Hydraulic Hose   
  Repair
• Grade 5 & 8 
  Bolts
• Metric Bolts 
• Trailer Parts
• Mobile Unit

To everyone in the Agricultural Industry of 
Saskatchewan, have a safe harvest season.

New transportation options to come from takeover
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#1 Agri-Park Road North,
Melville, SK

Tel.: 306.728.2633   
www.melvillevet.com

Find us on 
Facebook & Twitter or 

download our APP 
AHCMelville - in your APP store

Full service large and small animal veterinary clinic!

Open: Monday to Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. - Thursdays until 7 p.m.

After hour services available

We offer year round service both in clinic and on farm. Our focus is preventative medicine 
through herd health programs that best fit the operation! We utilize up to date equipment, 
including ultra sound and digital radiography. Our shelves are always stocked to supply you 
with all the essential items to promote optimal herd and pet health care. If we don’t have 
it we can order it, most of the time for next day! Emergency service is available after regular 
office hours.

Equine Care
Routine Care, Dentistry, Vaccination, Castration, Ultra Sound, Worming

Livestock Services
Reproductive Care, Vaccination, Castration, Dehorning, Pregnancy Testing, Bull Evaluation

Small Animal Care
Preventative Care, Spay/Neuter, Dentistry, Dental X-ray now offered, Geriatrics, Digital 
X-ray,Ultra Sound, Specialty Surgery

We are a team of animal lovers, here to give our 
patients the attention and care they deserve.

Business Hours:
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon & 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. -12:00 noon  Sunday & Monday - CLOSED

• Personal Insurance
• Farm Insurance

• Commercial Insurance

• Hail Insurance
• Health Insurance

• Motor Licence Issuer

113 Ohlen St., P.O. Box 322, Stockholm, Sask.
Tel.: 306.793.2900   Fax: 306.793.2959 Email: stockholmagencies@sasktel.net

Stockholm Agencies Ltd.

Salute our Saskatchewan Farmers

• Notary Public

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Canadian Federation of Agricul-
ture (CFA) has begun work on a “Hay 
West” initiative to send surplus hay 
from farmers in the East to farmers 
in the West who are dealing with hay 
shortages due to the prolonged drought 
conditions.

“We have our staff as well as a third-
party working towards determining 
how much of a hay surplus is available, 
and are looking to work with the rail-
ways and the government to help these 
farmers that are in dire need of feed for 
their animals,” said Mary Robinson, 
CFA president.

“We believe this initiative will help 
ease some of the stress that Western 
farmers are dealing with. We’d also like 
to point to the new Climate Action Fund 
as the kind of support farmers need to 
continue investing in sustainability ini-
tiatives as they face these incredibly dif-
ficult circumstances.

“It can be hard for farmers to invest 
further in sustainability as climate 
change impacts greatly affect their fi-
nancial situations.”

Further information surrounding the 
Hay West initiative will be provided at 
a later date when more details become 
available. CFA will be working closely 
with the government and other stake-
holders to ensure that farmers are sup-
ported and surplus hay reaches those 
that need it.

An initiative such as this was first 
put into place in 2002. 

Hay West 2002 
The drought that hit western Canada 

in the summer of 2002 was one of the 
most devastating ever recorded on the 
Canadian prairies, a report from the 
Department of Economics, University 

of Lethbridge reported. Canadian geo-
graphic.ca calls it the worst drought 
in 133 years in Western Canada where 
three million cattle as well as horses, 
buffalo and wildlife faced starvation. 
People who had farmed or ranched for 
generations were left with no crops nor 
feed for their animals. They had the dis-
mal choice of selling their stock at very 
poor prices or watching them starve.

Though 1961 stands out as the worst 
drought year in Saskatchewan, the 
2002 drought affected a vast area of the 
northern and central part of the grain 
belt in Saskatchewan and Alberta, an 
area that normally has adequate pre-
cipitation and is immune to the worst 
effects of droughts. Grasshopper popula-
tions soared as a result of the persistent 
dryness and many producers abandoned 
hopes of harvesting a crop by early July. 
Although some moisture was received 
in late July and August, it was consid-
ered too late for most drought-stricken 
areas in central and northern Alberta 
and Saskatchewan, where many crops 
were already written off and used for 
grazing or harvested for livestock feed.

Since provincial governments in 
Canada share responsibility for agricul-
ture with the federal government, a lot 
of political pressure was placed on the 
governments of Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan to provide assistance to drought 
stricken farmers. The Alberta govern-
ment announced a special drought as-
sistance program whereby farmers and 
ranchers were eligible to receive acre-
age payments for crop and forage land 
as well as some financial assistance for 
farm-water development and fighting 
the grasshopper outbreak. The Sas-
katchewan government provided per 
head payments for breeding livestock 
with the level of payment dependent on 
the severity of the drought condition.

One of the most generous and 

well-meaning responses was the “Hay 
West” initiative, launched by farmers 
from Navan, Ontario to help prairie 
farmers keep their livestock during the 
drought.

By September 23rd, almost 1800 in-
dividuals from Ontario, Québec, New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Ed-
ward Island had donated nearly 100,000 
large square and round bales and 5,000 
small square bales. Although farmers 
donated this hay, someone else had 
to pay for loading, fumigating, rail or 
truck transportation, and distribution 
of the hay. Seeing a public-relations op-
portunity, the two transcontinental rail-
ways donated the costs of transporting 
hay on 187 rail cars. The federal govern-
ment agreed to pay transportation costs 

on 377 rail cars of hay, and private do-
nors covered the cost of shipping 72 rail
cars of hay. In total, Hay West loaded
736 rail cars and 150 large trucks with
large hay bales .

Since there wasn’t enough hay being
shipped for all the farmers, a lottery sys-
tem was used to choose the lucky farm-
ers who would receive the hay. Each 
Prairie province organized its own Hay 
West lottery system.

In August 2002, the premier of Sas-
katchewan, Lorne Calvert said “It just
goes to show that farmers, no matter
where they live, know the impact se-
vere weather can have,” Calvert said. 
“A few years ago, on the other side of 
the country, it was an ice storm. Today, 

- SEE HAY WEST, 8

East to send surplus hay out west to help farmers
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bakertilly.ca

Now, for tomorrow

Yorkton 
306.783.8531 | 

306-771-2733 / 1-877-337-3366

Don McMorris 
MLA for Indian Head-Milestone
mcmorris.mla@sasktel.net

Best wishes for a safe, 
productive and prosperous 
season!

available and hopefully soon there will be honey pro-
duced from the bees that have now been added to Mill-
er’s By-Gone Farm. 

“This is my newest venture and there is so much to 
learn about bees,” Pam Miller confessed. At the time 
of the interview, Pam and her mentor, Isaac, a fellow 
from Mexico, a knowledgeable bee keeper who pres-
ently is working near Broadview, were just suiting up 
to go check the bees around the newly acquired hive 
at the Miller farm.

Miller’s By-Gone Farm is a small family farm that 
provides an alternative to industrially produced food.  
Shopping from the farmer supports the community 
by your dollars staying here; you can find out how 
your food was raised by buying direct from the per-
son who grew it.  They invite you to come and see the 
gardens, the pasture and even the free-range chickens 
and ducks! By buying their local food, you are also 
lessening the impact on the environment with reduced 
shipping.

“All our animals are raised in humane and low 
stress environments. They are antibiotic and hormone 
free,” and as Pam Miller encourages, “Buy seasonal 
abundance and learn to preserve it. I’ll help with my 
learned experience and knowledge whenever I can. 
I just want to encourage people to get back to the 
healthy life style we once experienced.” 

Visit Miller’s By-Gone Farm for bedding plants 
in the spring and through all the seasons, right up 
to your woolen mittens in the winter. You can also 
place direct orders and arrange delivery options by 
emailing millersbygonefarm@gmail.com or text/call 
306-735-7950. They are also at Regina Farmers Market, 
can also be found at the on-line farmers market, The 
Farmers’ Table and have their products available at 
Homemade Saskatchewan in the Southland Mall and 
Cornwall Centre in Regina and at Heavenly Hand-
made in the Northgate Mall, Regina.

Miller’s farm
- continued from page 2

By Provincial News
Grasslands News 

Producers made tremendous progress last week as 
56 per cent of the crop was in the bin, up from 36 per 
cent the week prior, ahead of the five-year (2016-2020) 
average of 35 per cent. An additional 24 per cent of 
the crop is swathed or ready to straight-cut. There 
were several areas affected by rain delays but the 
majority of the province was able to continue their 
harvest operations without issue.

In the southeast area of Crop District 1, 2 and 
3ASE, harvest continues to progress quickly in the 
region as 67 per cent of the crop is now in the bin. 
This is up significantly from 42 per cent last week 
and remains well ahead of the five-year (2016-2020) 
average of 49 per cent for this time of year. An addi-
tional 17 per cent of the crops are swathed or ready 
to straight-cut.

Fields and pastures in many parts of the region re-
main dry and are in need of a significant rain to help 
replenish both the topsoil and subsoil moisture for 
next year once harvest is completed. Cropland topsoil 
moisture is rated as 48 per cent adequate, 45 per cent 
short and seven per cent very short. Hay and pasture 
land topsoil moisture is rated as 31 per cent adequate, 
46 per cent short and 23 per cent very short.

Crops are coming off dry and are poor quality 
overall. Reported yields are below average with some 
areas reporting less than anticipated yields due to 
the drought conditions and extremely hot weather 
during critical stages of the growing season. Yields 
for several crops, however, are higher in this region 
than others, mainly due to timely rains throughout 
the summer.

Crop damage was minimal this past week besides 
some strong winds blowing swaths around and some 
weathering of standing crops that will lead to down-
grading. Due to the dry soil conditions there may be 
a reduction in winter cereals being seeded this fall 
as many producers are concerned about their soil 
moisture reserves for next spring.

Producers are busy combining, baling straw, mov-
ing cattle and hauling bales. 

Crop report

Fall harvest is
ahead of five
year average
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Thank you
Oats: 306-786-468 2
Flax: 306-933-4644

www.grainmillers.com

on the prairies, it is drought. In both cases, farmers
stepped in to do what they could for their counter-
parts. The people of Saskatchewan appreciate that 
generosity.”

Following on the lead of Hay West, two concerts
called “Say Hay” were organized on Thanksgiving 
weekend in October 2002 to raise money for Prairie
farmers. One took place in Edmonton, and the other
took place the next night in Calgary. More than 30 
musical acts, including well-known Canadian country
singers like Patricia Conroy and Tom Jackson, took 
part. The concert raised $1.5 million for the cause.

Hay East 2012
In 2012, farmers in the West sent hay to farmers in

the East.
The hay shortage in Ontario was due to a late frost

followed by a severe drought that prevented hay fields 
from recovering. The province identified 19 regions 
that had been drastically affected by the summer’s
drought. Farmers in these regions requested more 
than 70,000 bales of hay to sustain livestock through 
the winter.

The HayEast 2012 partnership was similar to the
HayWest program of 2002 when thousands of eastern
Canadian farmers sent forages to western Canada to 
help drought stricken farmers.

The biggest challenge of the program was the cost 
of transportation. However, HayEast received a major 
boost in November when the Ontario and federal gov-
ernments committed, on a cost-shared basis, an imme-
diate $500,000 to start moving the thousands of bales of
hay that have been pledged by farmers across Alberta
and Saskatchewan.

They also agreed to match individual and corporate
cash donations made to HayEast up to $2.5 million.

Provincial 
Grasslands News 

Last month the Sas-
katchewan government 
requested the federal 
government enact the 
AgriRecovery program 
to provide assistance to 
Saskatchewan farmers 
and ranchers affected by 
the ongoing drought. It is 
a move that pleases the 

Saskatchewan Associa-
tion of Rural Municipali-
ties (SARM).

SARM noted Federal 
Minister of Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food Ma-
rie-Claude Bibeau’s recent 
announcement of $100 
million in financial assis-
tance and believes it is the 
starting point. As further 
effects of the drought are 
evaluated more assistance 
may be needed, possibly 

in the billions of dollars.
“Producers of agricul-

ture commodities need 
further commitment from 
the federal and provin-
cial governments,” said 
SARM President Ray Orb.  
“SARM has pledged to 
work with senior levels of 
government and we have 
requested to be included 
on the National Safety Net 
Advisory committee.”

SARM also noted that 

the Province of Manitoba 
has requested the federal 
government enact the 
late enrollment clause of 
AgriStability and is hop-
ing our province can do 
the same.

SARM is continuing 
to monitor the ongoing 
drought situation and 
awaits further informa-
tion from the federal and 
provincial governments 
on the issue.

Hay West to help Sask. farmers 
- continued from page 6SARM says more needed for AgriStability

Do your part to prevent crime.

Contact:
1-800-222-TIPS



B 9www.grasslandsnews.ca
Grasslands News

September 17, 2021
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been missing

Your Trusted Source For Hearing 
Assessments & Hearing Aids
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306-782-1793
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306-636-3277 
709 Carlton St., Moosomin, SK    

306-435-3277 

www. suncountryhearing.com                     www.yorktonhearing.com
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FAIRLAND SEEDS LTD.

Your Canola Seed Specialist

Proud to support local communities

• Canola, Corn, Soybean & Forage Seed

Call Tim at 306.730.9933
fairlandseeds@gmail.com

Melville, Sask.

306.728.4002
280 Service Road North, Melville “It’s going to be OK”

 “We’ll beat any 
written  quotes” 

(on same name tires)
We also offer

Free wheel checks!

OUR TIRES ARE 
ALWAYS ON SALE!

MORE THAN JUST TIRES!
- SGI Certifi ed Light Vehicle Inspection Station
- Heavy Truck and Trailer Inspection Station 
- Truck and Trailer Repair Center 
- Wheel Alignments, Oil Changes, Brakes, Shocks 
- Tune-ups and more!

15W-40 
ROTELLA OIL

the Farming 
Community!

We Salute 

$7299

Melville | Springside | Ituna

306-728-4457 

228 Main St. Melville, SK @MA1974LTD

www.melvilleagencies.com

Wishing you a safe and successful harvest.

Motor Licence Issuer  • Home/Auto/Farm/Commercial

Notary Public • Surety • Blue Cross  • GMS

MELVILLE HOURS
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Excluding Long Weekends

21093DA0

1-800-667-6996 
#7-401 Johnson Ave., Indian Head, SK
PO Box 130

duraline@sasktel.net

DURALINE
Medical Products

Farmers walk a fine line when it 
comes to adding phosphorus fertilizer 
to their fields. If they don’t use enough, 
they risk lower yields. If they add too 
much, the excess can be lost to run-
off and lead to potentially toxic algae 
blooms in nearby ponds and lakes. On 
top of that, the phosphate rock mined 
to make most phosphorus fertilizers is 
a limited resource. In addition, fertiliz-
ing for other elements, such as nitrogen, 
can change soil chemistry, which in 
turn changes the way that phosphorus 
fertilizers work in soils.

Researchers recently moved science 
one step closer to finding the “sweet 
spot” for phosphorus fertilizer use. 
Using the Canadian Light Source at the 
University of Saskatchewan (USask), 
the team used light millions of times 
brighter than the sun to gather highly 
detailed information about how fertil-
izing with nitrogen and phosphorus 
change the chemistry of soils and the 
availability of phosphorus for crops. 

The group examined soil from long-
term plots at Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada’s Swift Current Research and 
Development Centre near Swift Cur-
rent, Saskatchewan. They studied soil 
from plots that were established in 1967, 
with a fallow-wheat-wheat rotation, and 
which had received a fixed amount of 
phosphorus since 1967, with or without 
nitrogen fertilizer. They also looked at 
sub-plots where phosphorus fertiliza-
tion was stopped in 1995 but with no 
change in nitrogen fertilization (with 
or without nitrogen fertilizer). Their 
study, published recently in Geoderma, 
was part of a PhD thesis project by re-

searcher Shuo Chen from China Agri-
cultural University in Beijing. 

The team found that long-term fertil-
ization practices—in particular, the use 
of nitrogen fertilizer—have changed the 
soil chemistry in these plots, which has 
in turn changed the chemical forms of 
phosphorus and the ways phosphorus 
cycles within the soil. In particular, add-
ing nitrogen fertilizer reduced the soil 
pH (making the soils more acidic). This 
binds the added phosphorus fertilizer 
more tightly, making it less available to 
crops.

“Soil pH and organic matter—which 
contribute to good soil health in gen-
eral—had the largest influence on the 
forms of phosphorus in soil and the pro-
cesses these phosphorus forms undergo 
within soil,” said Dr. Barbara Cade-
Menun, a researcher with Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada and collaborator 
on this study. “For producers, the key to 
optimal cycling of phosphorus is ensur-
ing their soils have sufficient organic 
matter and a neutral pH.”

To identify the chemical forms of 
phosphorus present in soil at a molec-
ular level, the team used the Saskatche-
wan Structural Sciences Centre (SSSC) 
at USask and the SXRMB beamline at 
the CLS. Cade-Menun said the high-tech 
equipment was essential to the team’s 
work.

“The SSSC let us look at phosphorus 
that is bound to carbon,” said Cade-
Menun. “The CLS allowed us to look 
at the inorganic side and answer ques-
tions like ‘Is the phosphorus bound to 
calcium, iron or aluminum?’ and ‘How 

- SEE INCREASING YIELDS, 12

Increasing yields while 
protecting the environment
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AGRICULTURAL COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

INDUSTRIAL
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Yorkton 306-782-5592
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open over lunch

By Emily Jane Fulford
Grasslands News 

Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease (CWD) is a severe 
central nervous system 
disease that can be found 
in wild game which are 
often hunted in Saskatche-
wan. As a result of a num-
ber of positive test results, 
including positive tests 
done on white tailed deer 
as well as Mule deer in a 
zone close to Melville, the 
Ministry of Environment 
is encouraging hunters to 
submit the heads of deer, 
moose and elk harvested 
this season for testing. The 
government is reminding 
hunters that this testing is 
free of charge and is avail-
able for cervid species 
harvested in any wildlife 
management zone (WMZ) 
within the province. 

“Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease is a serious issue in 
our province and hunters 
play a vital role in its de-
tection and surveillance,” 
said Environment Minis-
ter and MLA for Melville, 
Warren Kaeding.  “Last 
year, nearly 3,000 heads 
were submitted for test-
ing. This level of sampling 
wouldn’t be possible with-
out the dedication of the 
hunting community and 
is critical to the success 
of the CWD Surveillance 
Program.”

CWD poses a particular 
threat in that there is cur-
rently no cure and what 
is worse, the disease is 
running rampant, show-
ing up in recent studies 
in 56 of the province’s 83 
designated wildlife man-
agement zones.

Melville is on the list 

of zones which are of par-
ticular interest. These in-
clude 2W, 9, 10, 35 and 37 
(Melville) which stands 
out for having no activity. 
On a map which is plas-
tered with cases all over 
the province, it seems un-
likely that none of the in-
fected deer travelled east, 
so a concern may be lack 
of testing done. 

In addition to getting 
an idea of what the accu-
rate numbers are in zones 
such as Melville’s, the 
ministry is also aiming to 
collect enough data to be 
able to evaluate CWD in 
boreal caribou.

When these results 
are posted, most of them 
focus on the deer which 
are more common and for 
that reason, yield more 
numbers submitted. How-
ever, that also makes it all 
the more important that 
the rare species, such as 
moose, are tested for the 
disease. In 2020, five moose 
in the Saskatchewan 
tested positive, proving 
that there is a presence of 
the illness impacting that 
species. Since then, moose 
hunters have been encour-
aged to submit samples for 
testing also.

While there have yet to 
be any documented cases 
of this disease found in 
humans, the “better safe 
than sorry” approach 
has been recommended, 
similarly to recommen-
dations surrounding mad 
cow disease, a situation 
which made headlines in 
the mid 90’s. Hunters are 
encouraged not to eat any 
meat until testing is com-
pleted. If the meat is found 
to be tainted with CWD, 
it should be disposed of 

either at a landfill after 
calling to make arrange-
ments, or carefully double 
bagged and put out with 
household waste. 

Hunters are reminded 
to obtain a CWD Tracking 
Number from the cwdsk.
ca website before drop-
ping off heads for testing. 
The site also lists a num-
ber of drop-off locations 
throughout the province 
which can be utilized 
during the hunting sea-
son. More information 
on this can be found at: 
www.saskatchewan.ca/
cwd.

Warning sparked after
CWD is found close by
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2022 - 2023

FULL TIME 

PROGRAMS

Register online or 

Call: 1-866-999-7372

PROGRAM NAME LOCATION

Continuing Care Assistant Estevan

Business Certificate Weyburn

Electrician Moosomin

Heavy Equipment Operator Estevan

Hairstylist Weyburn

Heavy Equipment and Truck  
and Transport Technician

Estevan

Industrial Mechanic Estevan

Health Care Cook Assiniboia

Welding Estevan

Practical Nursing – Year 1 Weyburn

Early Childhood Education Diploma – Year 1 Whitewood

Youth Care Worker Certificate TBD

SOUTHEASTCOLLEGE.ORG

*Programs and locations subject to change

By Connie Schwalm 
Grasslands News 

It was the ‘bottom line’ that made the difference.
Parrish & Heimbecker (P & H) has been operating 

in Langbank since 2005…when the company purchased 
the grain elevator (originally built by Cargill in 1978).

That grain elevator was closed in September 2018…
when a major structural failure inside the elevator 
was deemed to be irreparable. 

At that time, the company decided to continue oper-
ating the Crop Inputs portion of this facility.

However, in a letter sent out to farmers late last 
month…P & H announced that (as of September 30, 
2021) the Crop Inputs portion of its Langbank facility 
will be permanently closed as well. 

“It was a financial decision” says Ken Svenson (P & 
H Customer Service Representative).

“The age of the facility meant that the cost of main-
taining and operating it is just too high. A lot of the 
equipment here is outdated. In the end…when they 
looked at the numbers…the company just couldn’t jus-
tify the cost involved in keeping it open.”

He notes that the closure of the elevator in 2018 did 
have an impact.

“After the elevator closed…business here did drop 
somewhat. Some farmers do choose to buy their inputs 
at the same place that they haul their grain to. So, 
some of the grain input business in this area has gone 
to Moosomin or Kegworth (the facility east of Peebles 
previously owned by Louis Dreyfus…which is now op-
erated by P & H).”

Svenson points out that the company has worked 
to bring Crop Input services and products directly to 
farmers in the area.

“A lot of the larger farmers…who have the ability 
to store fertilizer and chemical…are wanting to have 
products brought directly to the farm instead of com-
ing here to buy them. That is something that we will 
continue to do. We want to stay in direct contact with 
our customers and provide as much direct-to-farm de-
livery as possible.”

He adds that the financial realities of large-scale 
farming has also meant that less business has been 
coming to Langbank.

“Bigger farmers are simply more likely to go wher-
ever they can get the best deal. From their point of 

view…that only makes sense. Even a small amount of 
money makes a huge difference when you are buying 
a large amount of product.”

Svenson says that some farmers are less able to 
take advantage of direct-to-farm service…adding that 
it is those farmers that will feel the impact of the clo-
sure the most.

“It will definitely be the smaller farmers that will 
be affected by this. There are still a few small farms 
and a number of mixed farms in this area. Some of 
those farmers simply don’t have the ability to store 
fertilizer or chemical. So, they have been coming here 
to purchase what they need…when they need it.”

He notes that as a representative for P & H…he is 
determined to make sure that the company can con-
tinue to provide service to these farmers also.

“My goal is to work with each and every one of 
our customers…no matter what size their operation 
is. We want to be able to offer them the best deal that 
we can when they come to our facility in Moosomin or 
Kegworth. And I want to work to come up with ways 

that we can provide as much direct-to-farm service to 
every one of our customers as possible. 

As well, Svenson notes that the company is actively 
seeking out an opportunity to partner with another 
business who might be interested in the Langbank fa-
cility.

“We’re in discussions with possible partners who 
might be interested in operating this facility and con-
tinuing to provide P & H products in Langbank. Hope-
fully, over the next few months, some option can be 
found. If a partnership could be worked out…it would 
be a ‘win-win’ for everybody.”

No matter what the future outcome of those discus-
sions might be…Svenson says that P & H will continue
to maintain its connections with farmers this area.

“Parrish and Heimbecker is the only prairie-owned
grain handling company left. The people who work for 
this company really understand prairie agriculture…
and care about prairie farmers. Whether its through 
a partnership…or through direct-to farm service…P
& H is determined to remain a presence in this area.

Parrish & Heimbecker facility in Langbank closing

Closing
The Parrish and Heimbecker facility located in Lan-
bank will be closed effective Sept. 30. The facility 
has been part of the community since 1978.

CONNIE SCHWALM | GRASSLANDS NEWS

are these forms shifting with different fertilizers?’” 
“These advanced tools allow us to know precisely 

what is going on in the soil,” she added. 
The group’s results point to the need to dig deeper 

to fully understand the specific role that pH and or-
ganic matter play in how phosphorus cycles in soil. 
This includes studying other crop rotations with dif-
ferent fertilizer rates, such as lentil-wheat rotations, 
as well as other plots with long-term nitrogen and 
phosphorus fertilizer experiments in other provinces, 
including Manitoba and Quebec.

Everyone benefits when producers get maximum 
crop yields while using the least amount of fertilizer 
and keeping soils healthy. “I don’t think anybody 
would argue with wanting to grow crops that are 
healthy and to optimize our production because the 
consumer benefits. But we want to do that in the most 
cost-efficient and environmentally sustainable way,” 
said Cade-Menun. “And that means balancing what 
the crop needs with making sure it has just enough, 
but not too much, fertilizer.”

Increasing yields
- continued from page 10



By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

A young couple, Kelsey 
Kaban and Dustin Dick, 
have developed an acre-
age packed full of variety 
in the area of animal sci-
ence in agriculture. Nur-
turing, breeding, training, 
showing, selling animals 
and their products as 
well as educating people 
about the varied and not 
the usual farm animals is 
all part of the life at DK 
Acres, located just a few 
miles east of Stockholm, 
SK.

DK Acres raise a small 
herd of Registered Ara-
bian and half Arabians. 
They occasionally have 
Arabian horses for sale 
and raise foals with tem-
perament, conformation 
and versatility as top 
priorities.  They have 
started showing their ani-
mals and are pleased with 
the awards they have re-
ceived from the judges at 
this summer’s shows.

They were extremely 
excited on August 28th 
when they were able to 
announce “We are now of-
ficially a Discovery Farm 
with the Arabian Horse 
Association! Being a dis-
covery farm allows us to 
invite individuals and 
groups into our barn to 
meet and learn about the 
Arabian Horse!”

You won’t always see 
just Arabians on a visit 
to DK Acres as Kelsey 
seems to have been ‘born 
in a saddle’ and her inter-
ests in horse breeds may 
waver a bit from anything 
able to be ridden right 
down to the smaller min-

iature horses that may be 
spotted in the farm yard.

Another huge interest 
are the not-so-common 
farm animals – their al-
pacas. After trying their 
hand at sheep, they real-
ized they loved the alpacas 
and wanted to concentrate 
on these sweet creatures. 
These tidy, smart, easy to 
keep critters that produce 
a super soft hypoaller-
genic fleece are perfect, 
in their opinion, for any 
family looking for an al-
ternative livestock.

“We Love our alpacas! 
These sweet natured crea-
tures are so wonderful 
and we pride ourselves 
in producing high qual-
ity stock that will get you 
noticed in the fibre world 
and in the show ring!”  
Kaban states. “We are so 
excited to be able to offer 
our Canadian Raised and 
Produced Alpaca prod-
ucts! From socks and lin-
ers to various yarns in an 
abundance of colors! “

In the show ring, DK 
Acres has received 1st 
Place finishes in shows 
such as The Alpaca On-
tario Halter Show in 2015, 
the Alpaca Ontario Fleece 
Show and were also Re-
serve Champion at that 
same show that year. 
Their awards have con-
tinued while shows were 
still being held including 
2nd and 3rd placement 
in other shows across 
the provinces with a 3rd 
Place White Junior Male 
at CNASF 2018 and the 1st 
Place Two Year Old Male 
White at Agribition 2019, 
amongst many other. 

DK Acres love the 
resources they acquire 

from their alpacas from 
the wool once the animals 
are sheered, right down 
to the fertilizer from their 
droppings. Available from 
DK Acres are alpaca lin-
ers, terry socks, dress 
socks, various yarns, 
dryer balls, rovings (un-
spun fibers), batts and the 
Alpaca Tea & Beans (fer-
tilizer) which is unique 
as the alpaca is a clean 
animal that utilizes one 
space for its very low odor 
droppings of small pellets 
(manure). Alpaca fiber is 
unusually strong and re-
silient. The fiber contains 
microscopic air pockets 
that create lightweight 
garments with high insu-
lation values. The absence 
of lanolin or grease in al-
paca fibre is desirable for 
those who are sensitive to 
sheep’s wool or allergic to 
the lanolin; they may be 
able to comfortably wear 
garments made of alpaca 
fibre.  Alpaca feels smooth 
and silky to the touch, is 
fine, soft and warmer 
than sheep’s wool. 

The Saskatchewan Al-
paca Breeders Network 
held their 2021 Shear-
ing Clinic at DK Acres 
where professionals 
showed their experience 
in shearing patterns and 
techniques for better effi-
ciency and improved har-
vest while introducing 
shearing gear and care 
and health, nutrition and 
fleece preparation to the 
interested alpaca owners. 

But wait – there’s 

much, much more when 
you visit Kelsey and 
Dustin! You may also be 
lucky enough to encoun-
ter more of their animals. 
You could see their spe-
cialty chickens – Barred 
Rock & Silkies, the geese 
and even some peacocks. 

Bunnies, goats and llamas 
are known to frequent the 
farm and you will un-
doubtedly be greeted by 
one of their other animals 
– possibly a cat or for sure 
a dog including from the 
smallest, the toy poodle to 
Finnishlopphunds, rott-

weilers, Dobermans, heel-
ers and right up to the
largest, their watchman 
– the great Pyrenees. 

Kaban is also quali-
fied in dog training with
over 10 years of time
spent with many different 

- SEE DK ACRES, 15
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Animal science at its best
DK Acres love their animals and there are a lot of varied breeds being cared
for there. They not only raise a variety of breeds but they also show them, train
them, sell some and provide an arena and boarding for you. 

SUBMITTED | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Farming has gone to the 
alpacas.. dogs... hens...
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We will be hosting a job fair for production positions. 
Please bring your resume with you.

By appointment only, please call 
306-538-2353 to schedule your spot.

September 23 & 24
Whitewood Community Centre – Whitewood, SK
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Increased water demand on south Sask. rivers
By Emily Jane Fulford

Grasslands News 

Technology, it’s an ever evolving 
system of making people’s lives easier, 
and when it comes to farming, that’s 
something that impacts everybody from 
farmers down to consumers. One of the 
many advancements that farmers have 
implemented in recent years is high-
tech irrigation systems. These set ups 
manage the way that water is used, not 
only for environmental concern but also 
conservation and cost savings. One of 
the main concerns that researchers have 
with regards to this subject is that of 
the potential for growth which exceeds 

that of supply. It is one of the reasons 
why the University of Saskatchewan is 
suggesting that policies be enacted to 
ensure that the demand for water over 
time does not get out of control. 

“Typically, modern irrigation can de-
crease demand, but we found that after 
some years, demand may paradoxically 
increase,” said Mohammad Ghoreishi, 
author of Peering into agricultural re-
bound phenomenon using a global sen-
sitivity analysis approach, published in 
Elsevier’s Journal of Hydrology.

Ghoreishi received funding via a PhD 
Excellence Scholarship from SENS to 
pursue the project on water conserva-
tion. He also received assistance from 
the Natural Sciences and Engineering 

Research Council (NSERC) and the In-
tegrated Modeling Program for Canada 
which is part of the Global Water Fu-
tures program.

“Due to modern irrigation, many 
farmers can switch to higher value 
crops and expand irrigation acreage to 
increase profits, which can increase ag-
ricultural water demand,” said Ghore-
ishi, a PhD candidate at the School of 
Environment and Sustainability (SENS) 
and a researcher at USask’s Global In-
stitute for Water Security (GIWS).

Ghoreishi’s paper outlines the im-
pact, which has occurred with the Bow 
River Basin in Alberta. The province, 
in that case, stepped in to manage how 
water was allocated whether that be to 
farms, municipalities, commercial orga-
nizations etc. Research such as this can 
be helpful in assisting a government to 
create a policy with all the pertinent in-
formation. 

In the case of Saskatchewan, the 
farming climate is similar enough to 
Alberta that, in layman’s terms, what 
worked for them would probably work 
here too. In the case of the Bow River 
project, a number of farmers who up-
graded to modern irrigation systems 
required less hands, had higher yields, 
and were able to more accurately 
spread fertilizers. Ghoreishi also sug-
gested that it might be necessary for the 
government to buy back water rights in 
some cases where it would otherwise be 
difficult to govern water conservation 
in the case of unplanned expansion. 

“Imagine that a severe drought hap-
pens after many farmers expand their 
irrigated areas due to a so-called water 
conservation program. Probable in-

crease in agricultural water demand in 
Alberta may create a downstream im-
pact,” said Ghoreishi. 

The main concern would be to en-
sure that Saskatchewan would not be
negatively impacted when it comes to 
shared waterways such as in the case of
the South Saskatchewan River. 

“Effective collective actions could be 
enhanced by community participation
and raising awareness through formal 
channels to inform an individual farmer 
of the average water use in their com-
munity,” said project researchers. “Col-
lective actions can control the rebound 
phenomenon by enabling farmers to
compare their water use with that of
their neighbours, which may be an ef-
fective strategy in reducing water use.”

Researcher Razi Sheikholeslami of 
Oxford University is teaming up with 
Ghoreishi on this project along with
a research team consisting of Amin 
Elshorbagy, who is a professor in US-
ask’s College of Engineering, as well as
Saman Razavi, a SENS associate profes-
sor. The team will be co-authors of the 
paper discussing the potential need for 
regulations surrounding water conser-
vation and the potential demand on the 
Saskatchewan waterways. 

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

Call toll free
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GROWING YOUR WORK OF ART

Proven® Seed is a registered trademark of Nutrien Ag Solutions (Canada) Inc. Nutrien Ag Solutions® and Design is a registered trademark of Nutrien Ag Solutions, Inc.

The visionary design of Proven® Seed shines through from every angle. Our leading-
edge technology offers a whole new perspective on canola, cereals, corn, soybeans and 
forages. Whether you’re looking for high yields and performance from every seed across 
all acres, or specific herbicide systems and disease management, we know there’s a 
Proven Seed that fits your field.  

Only available at Nutrien Ag Solutions® retail. Visit ProvenSeed.ca to learn more.

A salute to 
Agriculture Producers

I would like to express my appreciation 
to our agriculture community for the 
enormous contribution you make to our 
province’s economy.

Steven Bonk, 
MLA

MOOSOMIN 
CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St. • Moosomin, SK

Miccar Aerial Ltd.
20 Years of Proven Experience

IMPROVE YOUR BOTTOM LINE PROFIT
Did you know by eliminating wheel tracks you can 
increase your  bottom line profi t?

We specialize in Fungicide, Insecticide & Pre-Harvest 
applications to save you time and money.
Please give us a call to discuss all your  spraying needs. 
Located at the Yorkton Municipal Airport 
(Main Terminal Building)

www.miccaraerial.com
 Phone 306-786-3345

trainers learning many methods. She provides dog 
training and obedience classes in various locations that 
she states will assist you in building a better relation-
ship with your dog and create an easier dog to live 
with.

“Our basic obedience class covers sit, down, stand, 
achieving a reliable recall, stopping jumping, heeling, 
basic manners around other dogs and people and an 
introduction to dog sports! “ Kaban added.

Showing their dogs is another part of Kaban and 
Dick’s life.  Their various breeds have won many var-
ious awards including Amy, their toy poodle being 
judged the 5th Poodle in Canada for 2019 at the CKC 
Top Show Dog Awards. 

Kaban and Dick had a dream and a vision for their 
part in agriculture when they relocated to their present 
farm at the end of 2020. Dick has construction fence 
after fence to accommodate the animals, especially 
those that are not seen on every Saskatchewan farm 
and after countless hours of preparation, DK Acres now 
offers arena rentals for hourly, daily or weekend rates 
and will accommodate your animals for overnight stays  
within their safe outdoor paddock (indoor stabling also 
available depending on availability) and providing high 
quality hay and fresh water. 

Another service offered is boarding of your animal. 
They offer year round board of outside horses with full 
access to the arena.

The facilities at DK Acres include the 70 x 160 indoor 
riding arena,  miles of dirt road trails,  large turnout 
pens, spacious box stalls and the 24 X 40 Barn. 

From alpaca/farm tours to arena rentals, DK Acres 
offer something for everyone! Dustin and Kelsey and 
the newest farm hand, Leander, who arrived in April of 
this year weighing 7 pounds 11 ounces, welcome you to 
contact them for a family visit, an educational tour or 
to set up a plan for any of the services they offer. 

You are invited to check out Facebook or their 
website or text/phone them at (306) 620-7901 or email 
kelseykaban84@hotmail.com. 

DK Acres more than just a farm
- continued from page 13

Provincial
Grasslands News 

Amid historic drought conditions, Canada’s grain 
growers are calling on grain companies to consider 
the impact that farmers face and work collaboratively 
on solutions to mitigate further harm.

 “As farmers, we recognize the importance of up-
holding our commitments and honouring our con-
tracts,” explained Grain Growers of Canada (GGC) 
chair Andre Harpe. “However, this year will be 
harder than most. We are hoping that our industry 
partners can commit to working with us on solutions 
to problems that are beyond our control.”

 As part of GGC’s advocacy efforts, the organization 
has met with the major grain companies to discuss 
the drought and ways in which the companies can 
support their customers through these trying times. 
Their proposals included immediate relief from ad-
ministration fees and penalties on grain contracts.

 “We are staring at historically low projections for 
yields across a lot of the prairies,” said Harpe. “To 
be frank, this may not allow for a full delivery on 
committed contracts. Any additional fees or penalties 
on top of that would make a down year even more 
punishing – for all of us.”

 GGC also reminds farmers to consider their own 

contractual rights with grain handling companies 
and to request transparency about the cost of grain 
replacement under their contracts – which can be 
higher than local bid prices.

 “Grain companies should be transparent about 
how those costs were measured and ensure that 
farmers are not forced to pay more than is actually 
required to acquire the grain that could not be deliv-

ered under contract,” Harpe added.
 GGC has been involved in ongoing discussions 

with legislators, industry partners, and member or-
ganizations to ensure a profitable and sustainable 
future for the industry as a whole. The recognition 
that Canadian agriculture succeeds or fails as one 
entity will be a core theme of advocacy efforts going
forward.

Farmers ask for compassion   – not further hardship
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