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Fort inventor to be
honoured into H of F
By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News
An entrepreneur based
in Fort Qu’Appelle is
about to be inducted into
the Canadian Western
Agribition Hall of Fame as
one the 50 most inﬂuential
agricultural industry leaders in the country.
Brian Olson, who invented a hitch that is now
a standard feature on most
large tractors is being recognized for his exceptional
contribution to improving
safety standards in the
ﬁelds. It is the latest in a
number of honours that
Olson has received for
inventing the Drop Pin
hammerstrap 30 years ago
when he was farming near
Tompkins, SK. His invention standardized the way
agricultural equipment is
hitched.
“The recognition comes
at a great time as I am retiring and am moving into
the next chapter of my life.
I’ll be totally gone from
Power Pin in a month,”

Olson, 68, told Grasslands
News. “This is the icing on
the cake; I am humbled,
and thankful for this recognition. I need to thank
my original investors, my
children and all of our
customers and valuable
employees over the years.
Especially my partner of
30 years, TJ Batke. She is
my rock.”
Olson recalled the
struggles he went through
to get his invention off
the ground. “At the time,
if you had a piece of
equipment you’d line up
two holes and use a bolt
or whatever you could
throw in the hole as a
hitch. There was no consistency,” He almost went
bankrupt trying to develop
his drop pin hammerstrap
and he mortgaged his
farm.
“I thought my invention would be the ticket to
buy back the farm, but 44
patents and patent applications later, my life took a
different turn.”
It wasn’t until 1989
when John Deere engineers came from Waterloo,
Iowa, to a Farm Progress
Show in Regina and liked
what they saw that his invention took off. “At the
time John Deere had come
out with a line of new tractors, and they were getting
all kinds of complaints because the hammerstrap
hitch interfered with their

power take off. I was lucky
enough to have been able
to solve their problem.”
Olson built a 20,000
square foot building in
Fort Qu’Appelle 23 years
ago to assemble the drawbar hitching components
for John Deere which over
the years has brought in
over $100-million export
dollars to the community.
“He is one of the best in
an industry which continues to create endless opportunities to dream and
grow and thrive,” said
Todd Klink, Farm Credit
marketing ofﬁcer.
Asked how he plans
to spend his retirement,
Olson replied, “I’ve done
dumb things in my life,
and I’ve done smart
things, but always I have
done something.”

Hall of Famer
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Crop insurance changes for 2021
Provincial
The Crop Insurance enhancements introduced in the 2021 year
will continue to build on previous
program enhancements. SCIC Is
pleased to announce the following
Program changes for the 2021 season:
Coverage for the Native Forage Establishment Beneﬁt Option
is increasing from $75 per acre
to $200 per acre. This option provides coverage on newly seeded

native forage acres. The Forage
Establishment Beneﬁt coverage for
tame hay and sweetclover is also
increasing.
Crop Insurance customers can
now insure their tame hay acres
under the Forage Rainfall Insurance Program (FRIP) or the MultiPeril Crop Insurance Program.
Under FRIP, payments will be
calculated based on rainfall levels
instead of overall yields.
New for 2021, SCIC is pleased
to provide coverage for largescale

vegetable production through the
Commercial Vegetable Pilot Program. Commercial operations have
access to standalone coverage for
damage to cabbage and pumpkin
crops. A minimum of eight acres
of cabbage and/or pumpkins is required to participate.
SCIC is updating the largeseeded Kabuli chickpea base grade
to reﬂect current production and
marketing patterns. This increases
the insured price and quality coverage.
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Hall of Fame inductee

Alanna Koch is ﬁrst female
deputy agriculture minister
By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News
The first female to
serve as Saskatchewan’s
deputy minister of agriculture is being inducted
into the Canadian Western Agribition Hall of
Fame as one of the 50
most inﬂuential leaders
in Canada’s agricultural
industry.
Alanna Koch also
served as deputy minister to Premier Brad Wall
and almost became Saskatchewan’s premier in
2018 when she collected
46 per cent of the vote on
the ﬁnal ballot in which
Scott Moe won the Saskatchewan Party leadership race.
She believes Agribition has recognized her
not for her political accomplishments but for
her role as mentor with
Next Gen, a federal provincial initiative which
mentors prospective leaders in agriculture.
“I am fortunate. There
are so many people in the
industry, but I believe I
was recognized because I
was often the ﬁrst woman

“What young women
seek out in other women,
for whatever reason, is a role
model.”
- Alanna Koch
to be matched with young
men and women looking
for advice through the
Next Gen program,” she
told Grasslands News. “I
was able to reﬂect upon
my own life experience
in a way that was helpful
to others. Sometimes that
meant I was just there
to listen and commiserate.” At the moment she
is mentoring a young
woman from Saskatoon,
“some one who is not
in agriculture. Mentoring is vital for all of us.
What young women seek
out in other women, for
whatever reason, is a role
model. A model they can
lean on in a mentoring
relationship.”
Articulate and ambitious, Koch carries the
shine of having been in
the spotlight well.

E & T SAGAN

Custom Grain Bin Movers
Please call Edward at

1.306.728.3760
Leave a message
Melville, SK

“Mentors are important,” she says over a cup
of strong coffee served
at the island counter in
her spacious kitchen. “I
am who I am because of
mentors like Lorne Hepworth, (the former MLA
who held several cabinet
portfolio’s in the 80’s)
who saw something in
me. And Pat Smith, who
was Grant Devine’s deputy premier. She had so
many amazing qualities.
“
Koch and her husband,
Gerry Hertz, farm 4 1/2
sections near Edenwold,
a property they bought
35 years ago. It is directly
north of the farm where
she grew up. She enrolled
at the University of Saskatchewan but never
graduated. Early in her
career, “when agriculture
in Saskatchewan was
in a mess” she went to
work for Premier Grant
Devine, who also held
the agriculture portfolio.
Since leaving government
Koch has been running
her own consulting business KoHert Agri Inc. She
is chair of the board for
the Global Institute for
Food Security and chair
of CN’s agriculture advisory council. Among
her many awards is the
Queen Elizabeth II jubilee
medal.
So does she miss being
out of government?
“I do miss it, being on
the inside, the adrenalin
rush of all the deadlines,”
she said, “but what I really miss most are all the
people I worked with.”



 

First female and hall of famer

ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS

$ODQQD.RFKLVDKDOORIIDPHUIRUPHUGHSXW\DJULFXOWXUHPLQLVWHUDQGÀUVW
female to hold the position in Saskatchewan.
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Yorkton Richardson

Expansion at canola crushing
plant to be largest in Canada
Provincial
Grasslands News
The Government of Saskatchewan
last week welcomed Richardson International Limited’s announcement of a
new investment to double processing
capacity at its canola crush plant in
Yorkton, which will make it the largest
in Canada.
“This is a signiﬁcant investment in
our province that will create local jobs,
support economic recovery and help our
province continue to grow,” Trade and
Export Development Minister Jeremy
Harrison said. “As the world recovers
from the economic impacts of the pandemic, there remains a growing need
for the food products Saskatchewan
produces, such as canola oil and canola
meal, and we appreciate this investment
and expansion at Richardson’s Yorkton
canola crush plant, which will help
meet that demand. Our government is
committed to maintaining a competitive
business environment to attract these
types of investments, which will beneﬁt
all Saskatchewan residents, and we look
forward to working with Richardson on
this important project.”
“Saskatchewan is a leader in agricultural production and we welcome this
investment to increase canola crush
capacity in the province,” Agriculture
Minister David Marit said. “We know
the world wants the high quality products Saskatchewan produces, with
canola oil and canola meal our top value-added exports in 2020. This expansion of processing capacity will help
Saskatchewan meet the goals outlined

in our Growth Plan, which includes a
target to crush 75 per cent of the canola
our province produces here in Saskatchewan.
“We opened the original Yorkton
plant in 2010 and at that time, it was by
far the largest capital investment Richardson had ever undertaken,” Richardson International President and CEO
Curt Vossen said. “Saskatchewan and
Manitoba producers have responded
effectively, providing growth in canola
production over the years - this has
given us the conﬁdence to move forward with expansion once again. We
have appreciated the encouragement
and cooperation of the rural municipality of Orkney, the city of Yorkton, and
the province of Saskatchewan.”
The new expansion will double the
canola crush capacity at the facility to
2.2 million tonnes of canola seed annually. The project will also optimize operational efﬁciencies and modernize the
facility. The project will also upgrade
infrastructure that will include a highspeed shipping system with three 9,500foot loop tracks that will serve both
major railways.
This project will help to achieve several of Saskatchewan’s Growth Plan
goals, including to:
• Grow private capital investment in
Saskatchewan to $16 billion annually;
• Increase the value of exports by 50 per
cent;
• Grow Saskatchewan’s agri-food exports to $20 billion;
• Increase agriculture value-added revenue to $10 billion; and
• Crush 75 per cent of the canola Saskatchewan produces in Saskatchewan.

Major expansion announced

When the expansion project is completed in early 2024 the Richardson International facility in Yorkton will be able to crush 2.2 million tonnes of seed
annually, making it the largest canola crush facility in Canada.
Saskatchewan’s Growth Plan also
includes a commitment to maintaining a competitive tax environment and
providing incentives to help attract
further investment. These include the
Saskatchewan Value-Added Agriculture
Incentive, the Saskatchewan Chemical
Fertilizer Incentive, the Manufacturing

and Processing Exporter Tax Incentive
and the Saskatchewan Commercial Innovation Incentive (Patent Box Program).
Richardson plans to begin construction on the expansion immediately and
is expected to be completed in early
2024.

To all Saskatchewan farm producers

Thank you!

Trust us with
what matters
most.

AGRONOMIC EXPERTISE.
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Career change both challenging and rewarding
By Brian Cross
of the Western Producer
Saskatchewan grain and cattle producer Jocelyn Velestuk describes her
ﬁrst six years in farming as a whirlwind
of activity.
“It’s been a wild ride,” says Velestuk,
who farms with her husband and his
parents near Broadview, Sask.
“There’s always lots going on. There
are times when we’re going ﬂat out and
there are times when things slow down
a bit but we’re always very busy.”
In 2016, Velestuk and her husband,
Jesse, decided to make a career change
and become full-time grain and livestock producers.
Jocelyn, previously an environmental
consultant, and Jesse, an oilﬁeld welder,
were on the road frequently and began
to yearn for a career that would allow
them to set down roots, spend more time
together and raise a family.
“We decided that to have the family life that we wanted to have and to
see each other as much as we wanted
to, that the farm life was for us,” says
Jocelyn.
“We got to a point where we knew we
needed to make a change so we decided:
OK, let’s start farming.”
That’s when the whirlwind began.
After approaching Jesse’s parents,
who are also active farmers in the
Broadview area, Jocelyn and Jesse
rolled up their sleeves and got down to
business.
In the past six years, the Velestuks
have restructured the farming operation
to accommodate two families.
The farm’s land base has almost tripled since 2016 and most of the machinery has been upgraded or replaced to
accommodate the extra acres.

Jocelyn and Jesse Velestuk moved to
WKHIDUPSDUWO\IRUWKHLUFKLOGUHQ

The Velestuks constantly seek ways
to increase their productivity, improve
their soil health and ensure that the
farm follows a sustainable path toward
long-term proﬁtability, says Jocelyn, who
has a master’s degree in soil science from
the University of Saskatchewan.
Maintaining a diverse crop rotation
is a big part of the farm’s sustainability
plan. The Velestuks produce as many as
10 different crops and are also experimenting with inter-cropping in silage
and grain crops.
“We’re a very diverse operation,”
Jocelyn says.
“It’s something that’s important to all
of us, is to have that diversity.”
Jocelyn has also parlayed her
post-secondary education in soil science
into a career as professional agronomy
consultant.
When she’s not working on her own
farm, she works as a contracted consultant for Western Ag, producing customized soil fertility plans for other
growers.
On their own farm, the Velestuks
plan to seed about 3,500 acres this
spring, both for feed and commercial
grain production.
Feed crops are used to maintain a
herd of approximately 350 cows. Calving
is just around the corner so that will add
to the farm’s already heavy workload.
The Velestuks are also backgrounding another 300 cattle so even in the
winter, the demands on their time are
signiﬁcant.
Somehow, between everything else,
Jocelyn and Jesse have also found time
to start a family.
Their children, aged four and six
years old, live just a hop, skip and a
jump from their grandparents, Jesse’s
mom and dad.
Jocelyn says the decision to settle
down and become full-time parents and
farmers was the right one, even though
the workload can be demanding.
“We both grew up farming and we
both loved it but we knew what we were
getting into,” says Jocelyn, who also
serves as president of the Saskatchewan
Soil Conservation Association and is a
director with the Saskatchewan Wheat
Development Commission.
“We knew that it wasn’t necessarily the easiest career choice and that
it would take a lot of hard work,” she
adds.
“But it was a well thought-out decision and it was deﬁnitely made for family reasons.”
Jocelyn says each family member
brings unique skills to the farm. She
takes pride in the fact that her role as a
woman on the farm doesn’t necessarily
conform with established industry expectations.
A big part of Jocelyn’s contribution involves staying involved in professional agronomy, applying her soil
science knowledge at home, making

$ELJSDUWRI-RFHO\Q9HOHVWXN·VFRQWULEXWLRQWRWKH
IDUP LQYROYHV VWD\LQJ FRQQHFWHG ZLWK SURIHVVLRQDO
DJURQRP\ DSSO\LQJ KHU VRLO VFLHQFH NQRZOHGJH DW
KRPH PDNLQJ FRQQHFWLRQV WKURXJK KHU ERDUG LQvolvement, attending farm conferences and bringing
KRPHQHZNQRZOHGJHDERXWHPHUJLQJWUHQGVLQSURGXFWLRQDJULFXOWXUDOUHVHDUFKPDUNHWLQJDQGSROLF\
PHOTOS COURTESY JOCELYN VELESTUK

many moving parts involved in the
farm’s success, Jocelyn says it’s also
necessary to slow down occasionally,
revisit priorities, communicate openly
and focus on personal well-being.
“Farming is not an easy thing. It
can be very stressful and we’ve been
through some very tough times…,” she
says.
“But we’ve learned how to talk about
the stress. We’ve learned that a big part
of coping is learning how to talk about
the white elephant in the room, even if
it means having some very uncomfortable conversations.
“I think everyone has to know where
everyone else is at so that the farm can
move forward and be successful.
“Every farmer is different and every
farm makes decisions for different reasons,” she adds.
“But we are all in this high-risk game
together.”

connections through her board involvement, attending farm conferences and
bringing home new knowledge about
emerging trends in production, agricultural research, marketing and policy.
“We each do what we’re best at and
that’s how we’re going to be successful
at our farm,” Jocelyn says.
“It’s kind of neat how everyone’s role
ﬁts in,” she adds.
“It doesn’t matter if you’re a woman
or a man, you do what you’re good at
and I think that’s something that’s been
a strength of our farm.”
Jocelyn says it can be challenging
as a woman to deﬁne your role on the
farm.
“The industry, I think, has its own
idea of what a woman should do on the
farm but I think a lot of women today
are kind of breaking that trend, or
breaking from the norm….”
With such a busy operation and so

202 Boundary Ave. Fort Qu’Appelle, SK
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Parkland College program offered for farm hands
By Emily Jane Fulford
Grasslands News
If you’ve ever been interested in
working on a farm but grew up in town,
or if you’ve recently acquired a farming operation and are not sure where to
start when it comes to stafﬁng and employee training, Parkland College may
have the answer you’ve been looking
for.
The institution announced on Monday, March 8 that they were launching
a new program, Introduction to Farm
Hand, which has been created in order
to assist growing farm operations with
the need for added labour. Some topics
include ﬁeld crops, Power Mobile Equipment theory, and hands-on training with
various pieces of farm equipment. Basic
farm safety, as well as instruction for
safely moving equipment around work
sites, will be covered as well.
Students will be taught both in the
classroom as well as receive hands-on
experience which is split up over the
span of three Saturdays including April
17, April 24, and May 1. The Town of
Lemberg agreed to assist the College
and provide space for the training at
the town ofﬁce for classroom work and

at a nearby farm for the vocational components.
“This program is designed to meet
the need for more skilled labour on Saskatchewan’s farms,” said Connie Brown,
Manager of Business Development at
Parkland College. “Farmers can send
current or potential employees through
the program to develop their skills.
And it gives general labourers without
a farm background the opportunity to

gain the experience needed to work in
agriculture.”
The short format course, which is
taught over a three-day period, provides
basic skills training and hands-on experience in a number of the areas required
to perform work on a typical Saskatchewan grain farm. The ﬁrst-course module
is set to commence on April 17 and will
focus on seeding in order to prepare employees for the upcoming spring season.

More good news for those re-entering
the workforce after COVID-19, many
applicants may be eligible for the Canada-Saskatchewan Job Grant and the
Re-Open Saskatchewan Training Subsidy.
This three-day course will cover:
• Basic farm safety
• Overview of ﬁeld crops
• Introduction to selected pieces of farm
equipment
• Safe work practices for moving equipment in and around work sites
• Power Mobile Equipment theory
Important Notes:
• Participants are required to have
steel-toed boots, work gloves and safety
glasses.
• Please dress appropriately for outdoors.
• Bring a copy of a valid driver’s licence
on the ﬁrst day of the course.
• They recommend you take a First Aid/
CPR/AED course if you are not already
certiﬁed. (First Aid/CPR A/AED training will be available in Melville – April
6 & 7, 2021; Fee: $180 per person)
• Please bring you own lunch, snacks,
and water.
For more information visit: www.
parklandcollege.sk.ca or call 306-7862760.

Next Gen Agriculture Mentorship Program supports industry’s future
Provincial
Grasslands News
Canadian Western Agribition’s Next
Gen Agriculture Mentorship Program
welcomed the newest group of eight
young agriculture leaders. This program matches young leaders in the
agriculture industry with experienced
professionals who provide them with
skills and experiences to advance their
careers. The Governments of Canada
and Saskatchewan committed $100,000
in funding through the Canadian Agricultural Partnership to support this intake of mentees.
“Canada’s young people are key to
the future success of our agricultural
sector,” said Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. “The government is working hard
to ensure our youth are able to play an
active role in building a stronger and
more prosperous sector. The Next Gen
program creates leadership development opportunities to give the future
agriculture leaders the skills and experience they need to contribute and make
a difference in our industry.”
“Canadian Western Agribition’s
Next Gen Agriculture Mentorship program provides young industry leaders
with valuable skills that will help them
advance their careers and share the
story of how our producers create safe,

high-quality food,” Agriculture Minister
David Marit said. “I want to congratulate Canadian Western Agribition on
matching their third intake of mentees
with mentors and thank them for their
efforts to engage young people.”
The successful mentees and mentors
chosen to participate in this intake are:
• Alexandra Clarke, paired with Gerry
Hertz
• Sandra Hessdorfer, paired with Sara
Shymko
• Megan Roger, paired with Brett
Halstead
• Morgan Follensbee, paired with Kim
Keller
• Blaine Lamontagne, paired with Danny
Petty
• Grayson Berting, paired with Joe Barnett
• Ryan Garbarczyk, paired with Shelley
Jones
• Anna Karlsson, paired with Heather
Deobald
The Next Gen Program is an agricultural mentorship program for future
leaders in Saskatchewan delivered by
Canadian Western Agribition (CWA).
The program accepts eight applicants
into an 18-month mentorship experience. Mentees are paired with some
of the strongest leaders in Canadian
agriculture. During their mentorship,
mentees will gain industry knowledge,
board and governance training, business education and networking oppor-

Wishing a very successful year to
all our agriculturists.
Please practice farm safety
in your daily activities.

RM of Lipton #217
Reeve & Council

tunities.
“It’s been a pleasure watching the
Next Gen Agriculture Mentorship program grow and CWA is proud to be part
of the success of our industry’s future,”
CWA President Chris Lees said. “Already, graduates from the program are
ﬁlling leadership roles in agriculture all
over the province.”
This project is supported through

the Canadian Agricultural Partnership,
a ﬁve-year, $3-billion investment by
federal, provincial and territorial governments to strengthen the agriculture
and agri-food sector. This includes a
$388-million investment in strategic initiatives for Saskatchewan agriculture.
More information about the program
is available online at www.saskatchewan.ca/CAP
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FCC sees opportunities for Indigenous agriculture
digenous agriculture in the spirit of
reconciliation and collaboration,” said
Shaun Soonias, director of FCC Indigenous relations. “As Canada’s leading
Farm Credit Canada (FCC) is build- agriculture lender, we are uniquely
ing a foundation of knowledge to bet- positioned to contribute to the success
ter understand and support Indigenous of Indigenous communities and entrecommunities and entrepreneurs to grow preneurs in this diverse and dynamic
and thrive in Canada’s
industry.”
agriculture and food inTo become a better
dustry.
partner, FCC is provid“Diversification of
ing extensive Indigenous
Canada’s agriculture
awareness and relations
and food industry is one
“FCC is working to become training to its more than
of our top priorities and
a stronger partner in the ad- 2,000 employees across
an integral part of FCC’s
Canada. The training is
mandate,” said Michael vancement of Indigenous meant to help employees
Hoffort, FCC’s president agriculture in the spirit of better understand the
and CEO. “It begins with reconciliation and collabora- legislative and systemic
developing a deeper unbarriers that prevent Inderstanding of Indige- tion.”
digenous communities
- Shaun Soonias, from fully participating
nous agriculture – the
Director of FCC in Canada’s agriculture
history, barriers, aspirations and opportunities
Indigenous Relations industry, as well as the
of today.”
historic, social and ecoFCC recently commissioned an on- nomic challenges facing First Nations,
line survey of Indigenous producers Métis and Inuit across Canada.
and stakeholders, which indicated more
“There is a rich history and tradithan 70 per cent of producers plan to tions of Indigenous agriculture prior
increase participation in the sector over to European settlement, and we are
the next ﬁve years, despite reporting a now several generations removed from
poor to average experience in the sec- those practices and knowledge,” said
tor. Some of the biggest challenges cited Soonias, who is also a member of the
were access to capital, equipment, la- Red Pheasant Cree Nation near Battlebour and knowledge.
ford, Saskatchewan. “FCC not only has
Most respondents believe growth is an opportunity to better understand the
coming from multiple areas but tend to landscape of Indigenous agriculture in
focus on crops and food processing.
Canada but, more importantly, provide
In order to sustain the growth needed Indigenous entrepreneurs with learnto re-establish Indigenous food security, ing opportunities about agriculture and
respondents placed a high priority on farm management.”
the need to create agricultural and ﬁMost Indigenous producers and stakenancial learning opportunities for In- holders surveyed suggested the key to
digenous youth. They also want to see overcoming the various challenges in
a deliberate approach for ensuring the Indigenous agriculture resides in trainnext generation is prepared and excited ing, education and mentorship opporto continue growing agriculture and tunities, as well as access to capital to
food businesses, while fostering rela- grow their businesses. There are also
tionships with elders who offer a wealth many Indigenous agri-food and agribusiof traditional knowledge.
nesses that are well established, export“FCC is working to become a stron- ing their products internationally and
ger partner in the advancement of In- expanding operations and others who
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are integrating indoor farming with traditional plants and medicines.
“As we gain a greater understanding
of how to best support their success in
agriculture, we will work in partnership
with Indigenous communities, stakeholders and entrepreneurs to develop
solutions that work for them, as well
as address their community priorities,”
Soonias said.
Almost half of those surveyed see
signiﬁcant opportunities in greenhouse
operation, community gardens, Indigenous foods and food processing, although there is a wide range of other
small-scale agriculture activities taking
place on Indigenous lands.
“FCC is committed to building longterm relationships with key stakeholders in the Indigenous agriculture and

food sector with the aim of being a
trusted partner to support Indigenous
peoples’ full participation in this exciting, dynamic and diverse industry,”
Hoffort said.
FCC is Canada’s leading agriculture
and food lender, with a healthy loan
portfolio of more than $41 billion. Our
employees are dedicated to the future
of Canadian agriculture and food. We
provide ﬂexible, competitively priced
ﬁnancing, management software, information and knowledge speciﬁcally
designed for the agriculture and food
industry. As a self-sustaining Crown
corporation, we provide an appropriate
return to our shareholder, and reinvest
our proﬁts back into the industry and
communities we serve. For more information, visit fcc.ca

$1.4 million aimed at farm safety
National News
Grasslands News
Minister of Agriculture and AgriFood, the Hon. Marie-Claude Bibeau,
announced on March 15, an investment
of up to $1.4 million over two years to
improve farm safety. The announcement helps kick off this year’s Canadian
Agriculture Safety Week by providing
the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association (CASA) with funding to provide
valuable farm safety tools and advice to
Canada’s agriculture industry.
This funding through the AgriCompetitiveness program will also facilitate
a series of initiatives that promote farm
safety for producers, their families, and
workers. Activities include awareness
raising, community engagement, and

the development and maintenance of
safety resources and tools to address existing and emerging safety needs at the
provincial and national level.
In addition to outreach and awareness activities, CASA will continue to
provide farm safety learning opportunities to rural emergency responders and
ﬁreﬁghters, and provide online health
and safety training courses to farm
workers.
CASA will continue to provide essential training and tools to farmers and
stakeholders relating to existing and
emerging safety concerns at the farm
level.
Farm safety is crucial to the overall
health and wellbeing of Canada’s farmers, ensuring farmers have access to
tools to protect both their mental and
physical health.
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$11 million more for RM roads and channel clearing
Premier Scott Moe’s address to SARM
By Michael Oleksyn
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Though it was headlined by an
announcement about vaccinations,
Premier Scott Moe’s address to the Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities (SARM) convention on March 10
included some speciﬁc announcements
targeted at rural municipalities. This
includes announcements of funding for
roads and expansion of channel clearing.
“This morning I want to provide
some details on how we are going to
build a stronger Saskatchewan in the
months and in the years to come,” Moe
said.
Moe also discussed previous funding initiatives such the Municipal Economic Enhancement Program (MEEP)
and the fast tracking of revenue sharing
during the beginning of the COVID before going into the roads announcement.
“That is why today I am announcing
that we are going to invest an additional
$11 million into rural integrated roads
for growth program.”
The $11 million announced was on
top of $28 million that is already budgeted and was announced in June 2020.
“This money we know will be used
and used efﬁciently to construct and
repair roads in your municipality, to
construct and repair bridges and culverts in RM’s right across this province
and it’s a partnership that we are very
proud of,” Moe said.
According to the SARM website, the
RIRG programs funding is provided
for roads, bridges and large diameter
culverts. According to the province
the RIRG is an important component
of the province’s plan to re-build 100
roads over the next three years and 100

bridges over the next four years.
Through the ﬁrst two phases of funding, 89 road projects and 45 bridge projects have been provincially approved,
receiving nearly $38 million in support.
Several of the bridge projects are still
going through the federal approval process.
Moe said that making the announcement now will ensure projects will be
ready for the next construction season.
The province has committed to re-build
100 roads over the next three years and
100 bridges over the next four years.
As well, Moe announced $2 million
over two years in funding to expand
channel clearing for rural municipalities across Saskatchewan. This matter
has been a concern for a number of
years in municipalities. He explained
that MLAs had heard for a number of
years about this issue and it was time
to address it.

“I’m hoping that that investment is
an indication that the Water Security
Agency is going to be more responsive
to some of the challenges that you have
been facing and in the future we will be
more responsive and be willing to work
in partnership to deal with the water
and drainage issues that you are experiencing in your community in a way that
doesn’t unduly hinder economic growth
in this province and doesn’t hinder the
economic recovery that we all seek,”
Moe said.
The Water Security Agency originally budgeted $600,000 over two years
for channel clearing. This increase in
funding will allow for the program to
grow to $500,000 for the 2020-21 ﬁscal
year. In 2021-22, funding will increase

• CLEAR LAND
FOR FARMING
& DUGOUT
DEVELOPMENT
• SEPTIC TANK
INSTALLATION
• DEMOLITION

again to $1.5 million for a total investment of $2 million over two years. This
is an additional $1.4 million over two
years to support RMs with channel
clearing activities.
Channel clearing involves removing
beaver dams, debris, trees and shrubs,
and the removal of silt and blow dirt
from and along natural channels, lessening the possibilities of blockages that
can cause ﬂooding and damage to infrastructure.
Obstructed creeks and channels
cause ﬂooding and erosion problems to
many RMs and local landowners. This
program supports RMs in the removal
of these obstructions.
“Our members welcome the news
of this timely additional support for a
needed program, especially as we enter
the spring season,” SARM President
Ray Orb said in a release.
“Our communities are concerned not
only about proactively dealing with situations like ﬂooding, but also practicing
good water management that protects
our ratepayers investments.”
Clearing dense vegetation can also
reduce unwanted nutrients from water
bodies and is an essential component of
any long-term water management plan.
Moe also discussed the meeting of
campaign commitments such as the 10
per cent reduction on power bills, that
the small business tax rate is temporarily cut to zero, the Home Renovation
Tax Credit and the SGI rebate which
is coming in May. The rebate is due to
a decline in accidents and the performance of the SGI portfolio.
“In our view this money belongs to
the people of Saskatchewan,” Moe said.
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Managing on-farm plastic waste and growing the bioeconomy
National News
Grasslands News
Canadian farmers are looking to reduce waste, and
plant-based plastics are an increasingly popular alternative as part of a growing Canadian bioeconomy.
Creating exciting new options for Canadian farmers,
while supporting them in responsibly managing onfarm plastic waste, is helping to build a healthier economy and environment.
Late last month, Minister of Agriculture and
Agri-Food, the Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, announced funding of more than $4.5 million for ﬁve new
projects that will improve plastic waste management
and on-farm sustainability, and advance bioplastics
research. These green agricultural projects will help
Canadian farmers remain leaders in sustainable, climate-smart agriculture.
“Canada’s agricultural sector continues to develop
innovative tools and approaches to ensure their operations are sustainable. Today’s funding will support farmers looking for ways to better manage their
plastic waste, and help advance the necessary work
to turn crop residues and other agricultural by-products into renewable energy. This is a win-win for our
hardworking farmers, the environment and Canada’s
bioeconomy,” said Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of
Agriculture and Agri-Food.
The minister made the announcement alongside
Cleanfarms, a national non-proﬁt industry stewardship organization. Cleanfarms will receive up to $1.1
million through the Canadian Agricultural Strategic
Priorities Program to develop a strategy to responsibly
manage the estimated 60,000 tonnes of plastic waste
generated on Canadian farms every year. Their project will increase farmer access to recycling programs
and explore ways to deliver long-term, permanent programs that will help Canadian farmers continue to improve the sustainability of their operations.
“The Government of Canada is committed to sustainability and growing the bioeconomy. Today’s
announcement will not only create new recycling
programs and opportunities, but it will improve sustainability and operations within farming. These new
projects will help local farmers continue to be leaders
in sustainable, climate-smart agriculture,” said Yvan

Baker, Member of Parliament for Etobicoke Centre
The other recipients are:
• EcoEnviro Labs Inc., which will receive up to $1 million through Innovative Solutions Canada to advance
testing of a new organic bioplastic mulch made from
poultry feathers. This could serve as a lower-waste,
fully biodegradable and compostable way to produce
mulch needed in Canada’s agriculture sector.
• Titan Clean Energy Projects Corp., which will receive
up to $1 million through Innovative Solutions Canada
to test a food-grade quality bioplastic, ideal for fruit or
prepared vegetable containers, that biodegrades more
quickly and will result in less landﬁll and more sustainable options for grocery stores and shoppers.
• TerraVerdae Bioworks Inc., which will receive up to
$1 million through the Agricultural Clean Technology
Program to develop a new generation of biodegradable

bioplastic ﬁlm and injection molded products that target agriculture applications such as mulch ﬁlm and
seed trays. The project intends to displace conventional petroleum-based agricultural plastics.
• Red Leaf Pulp Ltd., which will receive up to $495,000
through the Agricultural Clean Technology Program
to support research and product trials for a straw pulp
bio-polymer for use within the wood and pulp industry, and in the production of low carbon fuels and renewable natural gas. The project intends to displace
plastic and Styrofoam packaging.
The announcement complements Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada’s broader commitment to Canada’s
bioeconomy. Together, these investments highlight the
Government of Canada’s commitment to sustainability
while growing the bioeconomy and creating economic
opportunities and jobs.

NFU applauds Supreme Court GGPPA decision
National News
Grasslands News
The National Farmers
Union (NFU) applauds
the recent decision of the
Supreme Court of Canada
to declare the Greenhouse
Gas Pollution Pricing Act
(GGPPA) constitutionally
valid. This decision conﬁrms the federal government’s jurisdiction to take
strong national leadership
action to curb greenhouse
gas emissions and safeguard the future for all
Canadians.
NFU President Katie
Ward summed up the
NFU’s approach to the
case: “The NFU became
an intervenor in the Su-

preme Court case, not
because our organization endorses the federal
government’s current
greenhouse gas pricing
measures, but because the
NFU strongly supports
the federal government’s
constitutional authority
to create national policies
to reduce emissions. This
decision clears the way
for strong federal leadership and enforcement
powers coupled with ongoing federal, provincial, and territorial work
rooted in the principles
and traditions of co-operative federalism.”
NFU members strongly

believe that the current climate emergency
requires strong, swift
Canadian government action. NFU member Glenn
Wright stated: “The facts
are clear; we must accelerate the transition to clean
energy and efﬁciency in
order to mitigate the severity of the Climate Crisis, safeguard our food
supply, and protect biodiversity, and we must turn
our attention to creating
opportunities through collaboration across multiple
jurisdictions.”
The NFU and its coalition partners in Farmers for Climate Solutions

(FCS) have put forward a
comprehensive list of government policies that can
assist farmers in reducing
agricultural emissions.
“This decision clears the
way for the federal government to expand efforts
to support farmers in reducing emissions. Farmers want to lead in the
struggle to safeguard the
climate and food system
and reduce emissions,
but we need strong federal partnership. This decision paves the way for
that federal action” said
NFU Director of Climate
Crisis Policy and Action,
Darrin Qualman.
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Sask. strikes partial AgriStability deal with feds
By Nick Pearce
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Saskatchewan has reached a partial
deal with the federal government on the
linchpin farm aid program AgriStability.
Federal Agriculture Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau announced Thursday
that all the provinces have agreed to
part of a plan to improve AgriStability,
a business risk management program
that protects Canadian producers from
large declines in their farming income.
The parties struck the deal at a federal-provincial-territorial meeting last
Thursday.
The deal makes it easier for farmers
to trigger payments over lost income —

a change that will send about $95 million more to producers nationally, a
Thursday news release said. The deal
with the provinces applies retroactively
to the program’s 2020 year, and will also
extend the 2021 program deadline to
enrol to June 30.
“Reliable business risk management
programming is essential for the continued growth of the agriculture sector.
Producers made it clear (the change)
will help the AgriStability program
function as intended and make the program more effective and equitable,” said
Saskatchewan Minister of Agriculture
David Marit.
Lowering the trigger for payments
covering lost income has been a
long-standing point of contention for
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Saskatchewan farm groups. Last year,
they lined up to call for easier aid access
for industries scrambled by COVID-19.
The provinces and the federal government share the costs for the program. However, a roughly $170-million
top-up proposed by Ottawa months ago
has failed to secure the support of the
Prairie provinces.
So far, Saskatchewan — along with
Alberta and Manitoba — isn’t committed to covering its share of the money.
The offer is still on the table, Bibeau
said.
A recent push from the Prairie provinces urged the federal government to
cover its 60 per cent to boost the compensation rate, while leaving the provinces “ﬂexibility” in their funding, a
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture
statement said.

Estevan looks to canola-based
diesel for city’s jobs transition
By Evan Radford
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Estevan Mayor Roy
Ludwig hopes a proposed
renewable diesel reﬁnery
in the area helps his city
secure long-term jobs.
Two coal-ﬁred units at
SaskPower’s boundary
dam are to close down
this year and in 2024. “We
can’t turn the clock back
on that. Of course we’re
looking at how do we
transition for jobs in our
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The overall changes to compensation
will be a relief for farmers, particularly
livestock producers, noted Thomas Linner, agriculture critic for the provincial
Opposition NDP. However, he expressed
concern that the agreement didn’t also
increase Saskatchewan’s cost-sharing
commitments.
“These changes have the federal government’s support, but the Sask. Party
government is blocking these changes
from becoming a reality,” he said.
In a news release on Thursday, the
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association welcomed the changes, but expressed disappointment that the parties couldn’t
strike a deal on compensation rates.
“(This) will go a long way in making
AgriStability more predictable and equitable for our industry,” the release said.
— With Calgary Herald ﬁles

area to keep the economic
development moving forward?” he said.
To that end, Estevan is
working with Covenant
Energy CEO Josh Gustafson on his company’s
pitch for a large renewable diesel reﬁnery in the
area.
Thanks to a provincial
funding pot of $8 million
over three years, the city
and nearby communities
have provided Covenant
with $200,000 to do a feasibility study for the reﬁnery.
Gustafson projects the
refinery would process
6,500 barrels of renewable
diesel per day. He said
renewable diesel is different from biodiesel.
Both use oil from
crushed canola seeds,
but renewable diesel reﬁnes the oil in a process
resembling what’s done
with fossil-based crude.
It means there’s little
oxygen left in renewable canola-based diesel,
which allows it to be used
in sub-zero temperatures.
The refining process
uses hydrogen and a catalyst, Gustafson said.
By using canola oil as
a starting point, there’s
“no ash or metals” left in
a vehicle’s engine when
it burns the reﬁned product, he said.
Based on Covenant’s
initial research, the company said in a media

release the facility will
yield “greenhouse gas
emission reductions in
the range of 80 to 85 per
cent when compared to
fossil fuel diesel.” It’s also
to use recycled hydrogen
in the reﬁning process.
The renewable diesel
would be sold to fuel distributors like Husky or
Shell or Co-op, who would
blend it into their diesel
products sold to consumers.
The projected start
year is 2023, though Gustafson doesn’t yet have
a ﬁrm month or speciﬁc
location nailed down. He
hopes it will be in southeast Saskatchewan in the
Estevan area.
Covenant suggests the
facility’s operation will
create a maximum 60 permanent jobs.
Ludwig said Estevan’s
goal is to “create well-paying jobs in our community to make up for some
of the potential job losses
we see coming down the
pike.”
Gustafson is also predicting a boost to the
province’s agricultural
sector, concluding based
on his research the facility will create annual
demand for 35 million
bushels of canola seed.
Covenant Energy is
based in Macoun, about
25 kilometres northwest
of Estevan.
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Researcher making strides in prairie agriculture
By Emily Jane Fulford
Grasslands News
University of Manitoba (U of
M) Ph.D. student, Callum Morrison, is only 25 years old but
is making signiﬁcant ground in
the agricultural industry, speciﬁcally on the topic of cover
crops in the Canadian Prairies.
The research, which focuses on
the use of cover crops by prairie farmers, is being done in
conjunction with research focusing on the effects that cover
crops have on yield, soil chemical, biological and physical
properties.
“I grew up in Scotland with
parents who were both in the
agricultural industry,” explains
Morrison. “My father worked
for a company which produced
virus potato mini-tubers and
horticultural plantlets via tissue culture and my mother was
a research scientist researching
pests of potatoes and fruit. My
grandfather used to work on
sugar cane and banana plantations in Trinidad and St Lucia.
Over the summers I used to
work at the Scottish Crop Research Institute.”
Callum’s family background
is the reason for his growing
interest in how farms can operate in a way that is more
sustainable. Since cover crops
have the potential to beneﬁt
the environment as well as the
farmers, it is a topic that appeals to both the agricultural
industry as well as environmentalists. With the use of the
research and practice becoming more widespread in recent

years, studying cover crops in
the prairies was a topic that
came just at the right time for
Morrison to incorporate into
his studies at U of M.
“I did my undergraduate
thesis at the University of Arkansas, USA during a summer
exchange. While there I traveled to see my pen pal who lived
in Minneapolis. We decided
that we should go to Fargo
together and then decided we
should go to Manitoba and attended the Winkler Harvest
Festival,” explains Morrison.
“We had such a great time and
made some friends. One farmer
invited me back a month later
to see the harvest (due to the
realities of Arkansas cropping
systems I would not get to see
a harvest during my summer
there). I enjoyed seeing the
Prairies and a year later came
back to Manitoba to do a working holiday visa. I worked on a
rotationally grazed beef operation and a canola breeding company. I then returned home to
study a masters researching a
bacterium which infects potato.
I knew I wanted to return to
the Prairies and wanted to do
something that was innovative
and had the potential to beneﬁt
farmers and the environment.
I connected with Dr. Yvonne
Lawley (my now professor) and
I decided that working with her
was what I wanted to do!”
So what is a cover crop and
how does this help farmers in
Saskatchewan? Callum Morrison put together an explanation
to help people, especially those
who are not involved in agri-

culture, understand what this
process is all about.
“Cover crops are grown at
times when a cash crop is not
growing, such as in the fall
after harvest. The aim of cover
crops is to beneﬁt the soil, the
environment, and improve the
subsequent crop. A common example would be planting a fall
rye cover crop in late August or
early September following the

harvest of a cereal grain crop.
This has been one way that
farmers get around our short
Prairie growing season. These
types of fall shoulder season
cover crops will grow through
the fall until freeze up. If the
cover crop can overwinter, they
will also grow next spring until
they are terminated using herbicides or tillage before planting next year’s crop,” explains
Morrison.

“Full season cover crops
have also been used to tackle
problem soils. A full-season
cover crop may involve a
farmer taking an entire ﬁeld
or targeted areas within a ﬁeld
out of annual cash crop production to improve the soil. Fruit
growers may use full-season
cover crops in between rows of
fruit crops. Farmers with ﬁelds
that were too wet for planting
may plant a cover crop to dry
out a ﬁeld and improve the soil
for planting the following year.
Full season cover crops are
popular with cattle farmers as
they can be grazed at the end
of the season. This not only
provides extra feed for hungry
cows but also adds manure to
feed hungry soil microbes.”
The survey is designed to directly beneﬁt Prairie farmers.
Even though cover crops are
becoming increasingly popular
over the last few years, there
remains limited information
on how local farmers are using
cover crops, and often is the
case that farming is a small
world where communication
can make all the difference.
Without access to that information, it made it difﬁcult for
local farmers to learn from
each other what worked and
did not. As a result, there was
a limited use of cover crops,
simply because of the limit of
information about them available locally.
“Many of those adopting
cover crops have had to look
at data coming from the United
States. Although this is helpful,
the United States has a dra-

matically different climate and
thus this information is not the
best for Prairie farmers who
need to make their decisions,”
said Morrison. “The report that
the survey will help create can
be used as part of farmers’ decision-making process by allowing them to see how cover
crops are being adopted by
farmers like them. The survey
also gives respondents a voice
to highlight areas for future research.”
After the research team gets
the feedback they compile the
responses into an annual report. That report is then distributed free of charge to any
individuals who may be able
to put it to good use. Doing the
survey ensures that contact information is available and that
a copy is sent out via email.
The team also posts the results
to a website and sends the information out to a number of
commodity groups and growers’ associations in an effort
to make sure that it gets in the
hands of farmers.
“The report will include a
summary of the overall ﬁndings
but also subsections where the
results are broken down into
farm type (organic, livestock,
tillage type etc.) but also, for
the major cash crops grown in
the prairies (oats, spring wheat,
canola etc.)” said Morrison.
“This is to make the survey as
speciﬁc and relevant as possible to Prairie farmers thinking
about growing a cover crop or
those interested in how Prairie
farmers are using cover crops.”
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Farm Stress Line sees
an increase in calls
By Spencer Kemp
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Many producers have turned to the
Farm Stress Line to help deal with some
of the stress and feelings of isolation
brought on by the job.
Acting Executive Director of Saskatchewan Mobile Crisis Services
which oversees the Farm Stress Line,
Jan Thorson, says that in the last quarter of 2020 the agency has seen an increase in calls, followed by a seasonal
decrease.
“I can certainly say for the last quarter with what we have statistically available to us, yes we did see an uptake over
the summer and into the fall. We don’t
have our early winter statistics back
yet, but I would suggest that there’s
been a slight drop-off just because of the
time of year and the stresses of farming
aren’t as great in the winter in many
cases. We suspect that will turn around
again in the spring and we will see more
calls to the line.” Thorson said.
The Farm Stress Line provides a service to producers in Saskatchewan who
feel the pressure of their job and provides an opportunity to normalize their
concerns.
“The Farm Stress Line is a gateway
service. It’s a place to bring your immediate concerns, talk with a professionally trained counselor who can help
you normalize some of the things you’re
going through, and help you decide if
you need more help. We have a resource
bank of referrals that we can make for
people if they feel they need more help.
I think the main thing we do is provide

normalization, assure people that this
is a normal response to a very difﬁcult
situation across the globe. We encourage them to call us at any time as often
as they need to if that will be helpful for
them,” said Thorson.
Concerns raised by producers were
largely around the stress of being isolated during the pandemic. Thorson
noted that the increase in isolation due
to the pandemic has led to increased
depression amongst the producers who
have contacted them.
“The main issues brought up to us
are around mental health concerns, concerns about depression, isolation, those
kinds of things; family disputes and addictions too.”
Thorson explained that they have
been implementing a new system to
help track COVID-19 related concerns
from producers as they currently do not
have a system in place.
This new system as it’s implemented
will provide Mobile Crisis Services with
additional information and will better
allow them to keep track of statistics.
“It’s not something that we track
speciﬁcally with our statistics, but we
made some changes so we will be able
to do that, but it won’t be until down
the road until we get that data back.
But I think what’s been hard for farmers has been the isolation that the current health orders have produced. And
I’d say that across the board for all our
clients, that’s been very difﬁcult for people, particularly people who live alone
or do not have access to a friend or family group, don’t have great wi-ﬁ or internet access.”
With the stress of COVID-19 at the

Farm stress
The Farm Stress Line in Saskatchewan saw an increase in calls in the last
quarter of 2020. Many of the concerns raised by farmers to the help line were
largely around feeling isolated during the pandemic.
forefront of many producer’s minds,
Thorson reminds farmers of a few ways
to deal with some of the stress.
“I would say, particularly during
COVID, it’s very important to maintain contact with your friends or family, whether that be through telephone
calls or zoom meetings. I would really
encourage them to reach out to someone
they’re close to at least once a day.”
Thorson also reminds producers to
participate in some self-care, which can
help reduce stress.
“Go easy on yourself, everybody is
suffering right now and it’s okay to not
be managing this as well as you may
think you should be. Whatever you feel
you need to do to make yourself feel
better is ﬁne unless it’s destructive. Eat
properly, get some rest, exercise, all

NEW
INDUSTRY

HEAVY
EQUIPMENT
DRIVEN

OPERATOR COURSE

those things contribute to your overall
well-being all the time and they’re particularly important during a pandemic.”
If a producer is feeling that they need
additional help, Thorson says that they
provide recommendation services to
callers who feel they may need them.
This service gets callers in contact with
professionals who can better help them.
Thorson explained that they see seasonal increases and decreases in calls to
the Farm Stress Line, but have been seeing more since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic.
The Farm Stress Line is available
24/7 and can be reached at 1-800-667-4442.
The Mobile Crisis Services also provides services for gambling addictions
and a suicide hotline as well as a general crisis hotline for those who need it.
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Saskatchewan ag exports hit a record high
Province produced $16.9 billion in ag exports in 2020, a 31 per cent increase from 2019
By Rob Paul
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
2020 was a record year for agricultural exports in
Saskatchewan, helping the province lead the nation in
growth in overall export sales over the previous year.
Saskatchewan produced $16.9 billion in agricultural
exports last year, a 31 per cent increase from 2019 and
a new high for the province. This represents more than
55 per cent of total provincial exports in 2020, which
were valued at $30.4 billion.
This helps bring the province closer to meeting its
Growth Plan goals, which include growing agri-food
exports to $20 billion and increasing agriculture value-added revenue to $10 billion by 2030. These strong
export numbers also reinforce Saskatchewan’s global
reputation as a dependable source of safe, high-quality
resources, goods and products.
Overall merchandise export sales in 2020 were more
than $30 billion, up 2.5 per cent over 2019, the highest
percentage increase among the provinces. On a national basis, exports were down 12.2 per cent over the
same period.
Leading agriculture exports in 2020 continue to be
canola seed, non-durum wheat, lentils, canola oil and
durum wheat.
“The global COVID-19 pandemic has hit all economies hard worldwide, but these export numbers are
strong signs our province is in a positive position for
economic recovery in 2021,” Trade and Export Development Minister Jeremy Harrison said. “With our
world-class and growing export base, we have what the
world wants and needs, and it will continue to drive
investment and jobs for communities right across Saskatchewan.”
In 2020, major increases in exports were seen in
farm and intermediate food products, forestry products and building and packaging materials, and industrial machinery, equipment, and parts. Saskatchewan’s
top international markets for 2020 include the United
States, China, Japan, and India—top markets for Saskatchewan agri-food exports in 2020 were the United
States, China, Japan, India and Mexico.
“Saskatchewan producers grow safe, high-quality
food that the world needs and our agriculture exporters
remain committed to providing the world with these
products,” Agriculture Minister David Marit said. “I
want to commend our producers on their hard work
and resilience, which led to a new record in agri-food
exports for 2020.”
Increases in primary production as well as a growing value-added sector have contributed to the record
agri-food export growth in Saskatchewan. In 2020, value-added exports were $3.2 billion. Canola oil, canola
meal and processed oats were Saskatchewan’s top value-added products.

Currently, the Government of Saskatchewan is
working to open three new trade ofﬁces in Singapore,
Japan and India in 2021 to support increased export
diversiﬁcation. The new ofﬁces will complement the
existing trade ofﬁce in China, and continued access to
Asian markets will beneﬁt our key economic sectors.
Saskatchewan’s 31 per cent increase in agricultural
exports since 2019 has been in large part to increased
demand which has led to increased prices of high quality products.
“In 2020, Saskatchewan had more product available
to service international markets. In 2019 and 2020, Saskatchewan recorded its second and third largest crops
ever, with both years producing over 38 million metric
tonnes of crop,” said a spokesperson for the Government of Saskatchewan.
“Many agriculture commodities experienced increased prices due to increased world demand and
some production problems in other parts of the world
(Australia and Europe) as a result of adverse weather
conditions. Other factors include prices in canola,
pulses, barley and other crops increasing, Canada’s
grain handling and transportation system performed
well during the year, and all of Saskatchewan’s main
ﬁeld crops saw exports increase in 2020, with cereal
grains, oilseeds and pulses increasing 21, 42 and 78 per
cent respectively.”
As a result of the pandemic, the province saw increased demand in Saskatchewan produced agriculture products due to its strong reputations around the
world.
“In 2020, Saskatchewan’s reputation as a trusted,
safe and stable supplier of high quality agriculture
commodities and value-added products was strengthened,” said the spokesperson. “There was an increased
level of demand/dependence on Saskatchewan agriculture commodities as essential food staples in local diets
around the world, including pulses and canola seed.
The Saskatchewan government remains committed to
supporting open and stable global supply chains by ensuring agri-food products can move efﬁciently, without
disruption, through our transportation system.”
With COVID-19 having a negative impact both in
Canada and globally on economies, Saskatchewan’s agriculture sector has been as important as ever in helping support the country as its backbone both through

creating jobs and bringing in money.
“Saskatchewan is an export-dependent province
and agri-food production continues to be an important part of the province’s economy, which is driven
by fuel, fertilizer and food,” the spokesperson said.
“Saskatchewan’s top exports are: fertilizer ($6.1 billion), cereal grains ($5.5 billion), mineral oil ($5.3 billion), oilseeds ($4.6 billion), pulses and vegetables ($3.5
billion), and animal/vegetable oils ($1.8 billion). The
agri-food sector is a cornerstone of the Saskatchewan
and Canadian economy, with agriculture and related
activities accounting for approximately 10 per cent of
Saskatchewan’s GDP and 35,000 jobs. In 2020, the value
of Saskatchewan’s top 10 exports increased by 3 per
cent from $24.2 billion in 2019 to $24.9 billion in 2020.
The top ten exports accounts for 82 per cent of the
total Saskatchewan exports and agriculture exports
accounts for 56 per cent of the top 10 exports in 2020,
an increased from 43 per cent in 2019 and accounts for
more than 40 per cent of overall merchandise exports
in 2020.”
The success of Saskatchewan’s record agricultural
exports is expected to continue in 2021—though nothing is guaranteed in the sector because of a number of
factors, the Government of Saskatchewan is optimistic
they will hit their Growth Plan goals for 2030.
“Agriculture production is weather dependent and
can therefore be difﬁcult to predict, however, over the
medium term, we expect agri-food exports to reach new
record levels. In 2020, the Government of Saskatchewan
released its new growth plan,” said the spokesperson.
“Two notable targets for 2030 include increasing agrifood exports to $20 billion and crop production to 45
million metric tonnes. In 2020, Saskatchewan had additional product to service international markets and
we expect that capacity to increase in the years ahead.
In 2019 and 2020, Saskatchewan recorded its second
and third largest crops ever, with both years producing
over 38 million metric tonnes of crop. Global demand
for food, due to a growing population and rising incomes, is creating additional export opportunities.
“There are many factors that inﬂuence exports from
year to year, for example crop prices. The Government
of Saskatchewan will continue to work on and nurture
trade relationships in priority markets, as well as seek
growth opportunities in the agri-food industry.”
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Bill may lead to exemption for grain drying: APAS
By Rob Paul
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
A Saskatchewan farm group is optimistic that a
private member’s bill will lead to an exemption from
the carbon tax for grain drying and heating on farms,
which are dependent on natural gas.
Bill C-206 has passed its second reading and will be
reviewed by the Standing Committee on Agriculture
and Agri-Food before returning to the House of Commons for its third reading. If the bill passes through
the House it will allow for carbon tax grain drying exemptions.
The bill was introduced by Northumberland—Peterborough South MP Philip Lawrence and seconded by
Provencher MP Ted Falk. It received support from all
Conservative, NDP, Bloc Quebecois, and Green Members of Parliament.
The Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatchewan (APAS) has supported the passage of Bill-C-206,
which would exempt on-farm natural gas and propane
use for grain drying and heating from the carbon tax.
APAS has been pushing for carbon tax exemptions since
the tax was introduced by the federal government.
“Our members have been very concerned about the
impact of the federal carbon pricing system on unavoidable energy inputs like fuel to dry grain or heat
livestock facilities,” said APAS President Todd Lewis.
“We have been calling for the federal government to
recognize these impacts and provide relief through exemptions, or rebates at the very least. We would like to
thank the members of the House of Commons that heard
the concerns of producers.”
Cost estimates developed by APAS in 2019 and updated in 2021 showed a $1.04 per acre production cost
increase for wheat, rising to $4.44 per acre by 2030.
The APAS estimates were calculated using key indirect costs that are not exempt from carbon taxation,

A salute to
Agriculture Producers
I would like to express my appreciation
to our agriculture community for the
enormous contribution you make to our
province’s economy.

Steven Bonk,
MLA
MOOSOMIN
CONSTITUENCY

such as rail and road transportation, electricity, and
grain drying. These costs would be even higher in years
like 2019, when most of the grain and oilseed crop required grain drying due to a wet harvest.
“We have argued for years that producers cannot
pass these additional costs along to our customers, and
that they further reduce our ﬁnancial viability,” Lewis
said. “This additional cost of carbon taxation does not
help to solve the problem of carbon emissions.”
In December 2020, the federal government announced
that the carbon tax will increase to $170 per tonne by
2030. In January, APAS released updated estimates of
the impacts the carbon tax will have on agriculture.
“Our updated numbers show that the cost of producing wheat could go up to over $12.50 per acre in 2030
due to the carbon tax,” said Lewis. “This cost increase
is carried entirely by farmers and can’t be passed along
to our customers. We’re looking at a reduction of net
farm income by hundreds of millions of dollars in Saskatchewan alone, and the modest rebates provided by
the federal government won’t make up for these losses.
It’s unsustainable for our members.
“The carbon tax is designed to provide incentives
to reduce energy consumption, but these dramatic cost
increases will decrease our ability to adopt the new
technologies that help us do just that. In some cases,
producers will pay for efﬁciency gains like high-capacity grain hopper cars through their freight rates, and
yet those cost savings will go to the railways. Our members expect us to stay on this issue until our concerns
are heard.”
Lewis isn’t only worried about the economic impact
of a carbon tax, but APAS has concerns that it will actually cause a negative environmental impact as well.
“When you add costs to a producer’s bottom line it
creates incentives for them to convert grasslands and
other natural carbon sinks into cropland just to remain
viable,” he said. “That works directly against the goals
of the policy. Agricultural producers have waited decades to see some recognition of our environmental
stewardship, and we have seen a lot of lip service, but
not much concrete action.”
With the bill passing through its second reading in
the House, Lewis sees it not only as a big step for the
agriculture community, but a big step in members of
parliament gaining a better understanding of grain drying and how impactful the carbon tax will be on it.
“The C-206 passing (second reading) is good news,
especially with the people voting in favour of it being
all the opposition parties and even one member of the
Liberal caucus did as well,” he said. “I think having
support from all parties is pretty signiﬁcant—even the
Green Party is on our side with it.
“Obviously we’ve gained some traction and understanding around how important grain drying is and
there really are no alternatives to using propane and
natural gas to dry grain. I think that was a real positive
and after the bill passed the government has said they’re
going to look at grain drying so there’s been some move-

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St. • Moosomin, SK

ment there as well whether it be with a rebate program
or an exemption or whatever they’re going to come up
with. It’s very positive on both sides and we’ve seen all
political parties in Ottawa recognize that it’s an issue.”
Since the introduction of the carbon tax, Lewis and
APAS have made lobbying for exemptions a priority
and now they’re beginning to see the hard work come
to fruition.
“We’ve had a long sustained lobby on this and I know
we’ll continue to push it every chance we (get to) talk
to decision makers,” he said. “It goes to show with the
passing of C-206—especially in a minority parliament—
how important this is to be in touch with all parties
down in Ottawa. You never know where support might
be needed and it’s always good to talk to opposition
and government members and that’s something we’ve
really strived to do over the years. We want to approach
everyone in Ottawa to tell them what we’re lobbying on
and what our concerns are and certainly in a minority
parliament it’s paid some dividends.”
Seeing their efforts pay off has been huge for APAS
says Lewis, and it only furthers their drive to continue
to ensure there’s a stronger understanding of agriculture and the negative impact a carbon tax can have on
Canada’s producers.
“Farmers support the ag groups and certainly our
membership has given lots of feedback about Bill C-206
and also another bill about farm transport,” he said.
“Those are both good examples of long-term lobbying
efforts that we’ve been doing for a number of years.
“Sometimes it seems like you’re out there just spinning your wheels, but we’re ﬁnally getting some traction—especially on the carbon pricing model. It’s so
important to get these exemptions right to start with
and we look forward to continuing to tell agriculture’s
story when it comes to things like carbon sequestration
and carbon sinks on both pasture land and crop land in
Saskatchewan. We’re world leaders and hopefully we’ll
see some traction on that—same thing with clean fuel
standards. The carbon ﬁle is getting to be more and
more relevant and of course agriculture is really part
of the solution.”
The environmental changes in modern agriculture
over the last few decades have been vast and Lewis
thinks there’s starting to become a better grasp by decision makers of just how important these changes have
been.
“I think there is a general understanding now,” he
said. “We saw last week, members of parliament from
coast-to-coast—it’s safe to say that two to three years
ago they didn’t even know the grain was dried—voting
on this. There’s more and more understanding around
modern agriculture and what we have done for the environment and there’s lot of opportunities for recognition
of what we do. We’re always trying to make improvements. Nobody is saying that agriculture can’t improve
its carbon management, but at the same time, we’ve
been doing it for years and we will continue to with or
without carbon pricing.”
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Farmland value increases during pandemic
Canada’s farmland
market remained strong
and stable during a year
marked by economic turbulence caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, according to the latest Farm
Credit Canada (FCC)
Farmland Values Report.
The average value of
Canadian farmland increased by 5.4 per cent in
2020, slightly more than
the 5.2 per cent increase
reported in 2019.
In Saskatchewan, average farmland values
increased by 5.4 per cent
in 2020, following gains of
6.2 per cent in 2019 and 7.4
per cent in 2018.
The report, which de-

scribes changes in Canada’s farmland values from
Jan.1 to Dec. 31, 2020, covers almost an entire year
of disruptions caused by
the pandemic. For Canadian agriculture, disruptions included temporary
food processing plant
closures, some displaced
exports, sector-specific
labour shortages and
signiﬁcantly altered consumer buying habits.
“Since land is the
most valuable asset on
any farm operation, the
agriculture land market
is a good barometer for
measuring the strength
of Canadian agriculture,”
said J.P. Gervais, FCC’s

chief economist. “Despite
having gone through a
uniquely volatile year,
farm income generally
improved and the overall
demand for farmland remained strong throughout
2020.”
important
Despite
supply chain disruptions
caused by the pandemic,
commodity prices climbed
in the last half of 2020 for
many crops and interest
rates kept close to historic
lows. Domestic demand
for food remained strong
and global supply chains
continued to have an appetite for Canadian food
and commodity exports,
Gervais noted.

Feds to sow a farm-based
climate research hub in Sask.
By Nick Pearce
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
The federal government wants to
plant the seed of an open air climate
change laboratory on Saskatchewan
farmland.
Minister of Agriculture and AgriFood Marie-Claude Bibeau wants the lab
to act as a hub, bringing farmers and
scientists together to ﬁnd best practices
for a sector facing the brunt of climate
change.
“The aim of this program is for every
province in Canada to have at least
one hub of collaboration,” she said on
Thursday.
“Each hub will centre on real farms
where farmers and researchers can
co-develop and widely share their best
practices.”
The federal government has earmarked $185 million over the next 10
years to kick-start the project. The ﬁrst
phase launches April 1 and aims to create proposals for the hubs, known as
“living labs,” by offering grants of up
to $100,000.
The second phase is slated to begin in
the fall; up to $10 million is to be spent
per project.
Indigenous organizations and nonproﬁt groups may also be considered for
funding, a news release added.
The money is an expansion of the federal government’s living labs program,
which is currently active in Manitoba,
Ontario, Quebec, and Prince Edward Island.
Some of the practices up for study

include cover crops, intercropping, conversion of marginal land to permanent
cover, shelterbelts, nutrient management, and inclusion of pulse crops in
rotations, a Thursday news release said.
Federal funding for farm research is
positive, but “the devil is always in the
details,” said Agricultural Producers
Association of Saskatchewan (APAS)
President Todd Lewis.
If the projects are successful, it could
reveal valuable information about farming in Saskatchewan, he said.
Saskatchewan producers are open
to research opportunities and beneﬁt
from close ties with the University of
Saskatchewan and the University of Regina, he said. First Nations in Saskatchewan with large agricultural footprints
may also be strong candidates, Lewis
added.
Farm groups encouraging their
members to participate could help uptake, but that also goes for individual
producers looking to improve their best
practices.
Lewis pointed to shelterbelts as an
example of a strong possible research
project. Many of the lines of trees and
shrubs forming barriers on farmland
have been removed in Saskatchewan,
making them prime targets for study.
Ongoing issues with pollinators may
also mean they’re well suited to be reestablished, potentially as a collaboration
between researchers, canola growers
and APAS members, Lewis said.
“Hopefully, the money’s accessible
and we’re able to get some good projects
up and running.”
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“Producer investments
in farmland are a reﬂection of their conﬁdence
and optimism,” he said.
“Agriculture presents opportunities as producers
seek to expand, diversify
or transfer their operations to the next generation.”
The highest average
provincial increase for
farmland in 2020 was in
British Columbia and
Quebec, with averages
of eight and 7.3 per cent,
respectively. Alberta followed with a six-per-cent
increase and Saskatchewan mirrored the national average increase of
5.4 per cent.
Ontario and Manitoba
both reported increases
that were lower than the
national average at 4.7
and 3.6 per cent, respectively.
Farmland
values
across the prairies were
mainly influenced by
tenants purchasing land
from landlords, neighbour-to-neighbour sales,
producers buying or selling land to gain operational efficiencies and
family farm purchases to
support succession plans.
Atlantic provinces
saw the smallest average
farmland value increases
in 2020. Prince Edward Island reported an increase

of 2.3 per cent, Nova Scotia’s increase was 1.6 per
cent and New Brunswick
had a 1.3-per-cent increase. This follows more
significant increases in
2019.
Weather played a significant factor in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, as well as other parts
of the Atlantic provinces
in 2020. The region experienced the worst drought
in decades during the
critical growing season,
which signiﬁcantly diminished the value of cash
crops, as well as created
hay and forage shortages.
There was an insufﬁcient number of publicly
reported sales in Newfoundland and Labrador
to fully assess farmland
values in that province.
Increases in farmland
values reported across
the country are as wide
and varied as the factors
that may have inﬂuenced
them. Average farmland
values have increased
every year since 1993;
however, increases were
more pronounced from
2011 to 2015 in many different regions. Since then,
Canada has seen more
moderate single-digit increases in average farmland values.
Gervais said producers
should have and main-

tain a risk management
plan that takes into account possible economic
changes, ensuring their
budgets have room to
ﬂex if commodity prices,
yields or interest rates
shift. They also need to
exercise caution, especially in regions where
the growth rate of farmland values exceeded that
of farm income in recent
years.
“The pandemic has
underscored the value of
having a comprehensive
risk management plan
that covers all risks areas:
production, marketing, ﬁnancial, legal and human
resources,” he said.
“Farm operators need to
have the ﬁnancial ability
to protect their operations
from the potential impact
of risks that may not be
on their radar. Fluctuations in commodity prices
and interest rates and/or
unforeseen variations in
production can diminish
the ability to safeguard
and build equity in the operation and successfully
meet cash ﬂow requirements.”
Given the uncertain
economic environment,
Gervais recommends
farmers, ranchers and
food processors continue
to thoroughly evaluate
their investments.

The Importance of Agriculture
and the Food Supply Chain
To all our Farmers & Ranchers
We Thank you so much for all you do.
Hon. Warren Kaeding, PAg
Minister for the Enviroment

'£=-££'f!£;$3!;9329ধ;<'2$@ă
$'9

For assistance please call 306-728-3881
or email warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net
WW3?'£=-££'T
Website: www.warrenkaedingmla.ca
329ধ;<'2$@99-9;!2;-$0$ 2;@8'

MILLER MOAR GRODECKI
KREKLEWICH & CHORNEY
,!8;'8'&83('99-32!£$$3<2;!2;9

Salute our Saskatchewan Farmers
• Personal Insurance
• Farm Insurance
• Commercial Insurance

• Hail Insurance
• Health Insurance
• Motor Licence Issuer

• Notary Public
Business Hours:
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon & 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. -12:00 noon Sunday & Monday - CLOSED

 !81T'8932!£{38638!;'!?8'6!8!ধ32{£!22-2+
$$3<2ধ2+{<&-ধ2+'8=-$'9f -2!2$-!£;!;'1'2;8'6!8!ধ32
3300''6-2+{!@83££'8=-$'9
MELVILLE

ESTERHAZY

Һ   
¤Һ¥Һ

Һ 
¤ҺҺ¤¤

WHITEWOOD

GRENFELL


¤Һ 
¤Һ¤Һ¥



    
 Һ Z  
  Һ 

www.millerandco.ca

Һ 
¤ҺҺ¥



B 16

Grasslands News
April 2, 2021

Spring Agriculture Edition

Ag investments are up since
elimination of Wheat Board
The Western Canadian Wheat Growers is highlighting the signiﬁcant increase in agriculture investment
that has taken place with the elimination of the single-desk system, also known as the Canadian Wheat
Board (CWB). Until August 1, 2012, Western Canadian
grain farmers were forced to use the CWB to sell their
wheat and barley. Since that date, when modernization took place, all Canadian grain farmers have been
able to choose who to sell their grain to, based on
price, quality, delivery dates, contractual terms and
location.
“The government-mandated Canadian Wheat Board
held western Canadian grain farmers hostage. Our
free-market system has allowed farmers to choose
what is best for their farm. As markets open up
around the world, as a fellow farmer, I encourage all
farmers to adopt a free-market system. The freedom to
market helps increase a farmer’s control over their onfarm decision making with regard to crops, rotation,
inputs and varieties,” said Daryl Fransoo, Chair.
Since 2013, there has been over $3.0 billion in grain
infrastructure improvements, including new inland
terminals, elevators, grain buying companies, and port
expansion. In addition, rail companies have poured
billions into loop tracks, modern hopper cars and supporting infrastructure. This level of investment would
not have taken place without a full free-market system
for our grain and oilseed markets and all grain farmers have beneﬁted. Individuals have had the freedom
of diversifying their crops to meet global demands and
better meet their crop rotation needs.
“The Western Canadian Wheat Growers worked for
many years to achieve a fully free-market system for
the sale of our wheat, barley, oats, and other grains.
Farmers, private companies, consumers, and governments have all beneﬁted,” said Jim Wickett, Secretary-Treasurer.
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Farmland

For Sale
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cultivated grainland within a 30-mile
radus of Whitewood. Will pay going
$$ rate for the area. If interested, email me at: life.lines@hotmail.
com

FOR SALE: 2015 VOLVO and 2017
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phone 306-338-7006.
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+HOSV ZLWK )DUP  $FUHDJH SURSerty of all types and situations.
$JHQWV EDVHG LQ 5HJLQD  )RUW
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Century 21 Dome Realty Inc.
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Seed
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Organic and conventional: Sweet
Clover, Alfalfa, Red Clover, Smooth
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921-9942.
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Late model, clean CAT,
JD equip; winch, dump,
gravel
trucks,
and
trailers. Both camp and
shop locations; R & B
provided
Wage negotiable.
Clean drivers abstract
a must.

QUICK SOLD AUCTION
Serving Southeast Saskatchewan.
Let us help you sell your items, getting you the best possible price in
the least amount of time. Items will
get Canada-wide coverage with our
Online auction.
Specializing in antiques, vintage
and collectible items of all kinds.
Certified personal property apSUDLVHU'RQ·WWKURZDQ\WKLQJDZD\
until you talk to us.
Free consultations call
306-728-5552 or 306-730-7310
quicksoldauctions.com
PL#508277

Send resume and
work references to:
Bryden Construction
)V_(YIVYÄLSK:R
:,("
Fax: 306-769-8844
,THPS!
brydenconstruct@
xplornet.ca
www.
brydenconstruction
andtransport.ca
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%UDG:DUG780-940-8378.

Common millet seed #1. Cleaned
and bagged. $21.00 per bag. Call
*LEVRQ·V0RRVRPLQ
SK.
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HEAVY DUTY
MECHANICS &
1A TRUCK DRIVERS
REQUIRED:

Auctions
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near Melville. Cash rent. Prefer 3 - 5
year term. 306-631-1586.
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Employment

Now hiring
CROP HAIL
ADJUSTERS
for the 2021 hail season
(Jul-Oct).

Wanted

Competitive salary,
expenses & mileage
paid, health spending
account and pension
plan. Continuous
training using our
industry leading CHAP
tablet program. Looking
for seasonal summer
employment? Retired or
semi-retired - this job is
for you! Join our team
and start your new
career.
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CERTIFIED SEED
WHEAT

HILLSIDE WELDING

GO EARLY, PINTAIL.
OATS
AC JUNIPER, AC MORGAN,
AC MUSTANG, DERBY,
SO1 SUPER OAT.
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AMISK, BUSBY, CONLON,
CDC AUSTENSON,
CDC MAVERICK,
CERVEZA, SUNDRE.
PEAS
AAC PEACE RIVER
(VERY EARLY YELLOW),
CDC HORIZON (FORAGE),
POLISH CANOLA,
SPRING TRITICALE
mastinseeds.com
403-556-2609

1-306-728-4095
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• Welding

• Hydraulic

!#8-$!ধ2+
• Break Work
• Shearing
• Aluminum
• Reynolds
Roller Chain
• Bearings

Repair
• Grade 5 & 8
Bolts
• Metric Bolts
• Trailer Parts
• Mobile Unit

•

Email:
dtiefenbach@smhi.ca
for more details and
application form.
306-569-1852 ext 170.

BARLEY

Hose

Class 1 Owner Operators
needed to haul bulk liquid
products throughout MB,
SK, AB and the Northern
United States.
tĞŽīĞƌĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ
dispatch, well maintained
equipment serviced at
our own facility, modern
technology, pension and
ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘
Loaded & empty miles paid!
Phone: 204.571.0187
RESUMES:
Email: ƌĞĐƌƵŝƟŶŐΛ
renaissancetrans.ca
Fax: 204.727.6651
KŶůŝŶĞƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͗
www.renaissancetrans.ca

To everyone in the Agricultural Industry of
Saskatchewan, have a safe harvest season.

Join Grasslands News 12,000 weekly readers
SUBSCRIBE TO THE FOLLOWING:
❑ Melville Advance

❑ Fort Qu’Appelle Times

❑ Whitewood/Grenfell Herald Sun

Name:

Town/City:

✁

Help to build a stronger community!

✁

Address:
Prov:

Postal Code:

Phone:

Email Address:

WHY SUBSCRIBE?
• Stay informed about your community.
• You support local businesses who support you back.
• The newspaper is the community’s only historical record.
• A viable newspaper shows a strong community.
• It’s less than buying one cup of coffee per week

Subscribe TODAY!
CALL US TOLL FREE AT 1-844-464-6397 (EXT. 222)

Payment by:

❑ Visa

❑ Mastercard

Expiry

❑ Cheque or Money Order (enclosed)

Signature

Please make cheques out to Grasslands News Group

Telephone Orders: 306-728-5448 (ext. 227)

Forms should be mailed to Grasslands News Group, Box 1420, Melville, SK., S0A 2P0
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U of S receives $6.76 million
to revive bison population
By Greg Basky
for USask Research Proﬁle and Impact
The University of Saskatchewan (USask) has
been awarded $6.76 million from the Canada
Foundation for Innovation (CFI) to help conserve
bison and other threatened animal species and
address challenges facing
the beef cattle industry,
including antimicrobial
resistance which poses a
global threat to animals
and humans.
“Working with our
partners in the livestock
industry, Indigenous
groups and other leading
academic institutions,
we will place Canada on
the global stage of animal conservation and
production,” said USask
Vice-President Research
Dr. Baljit Singh.
“This expert multidisciplinary team will apply
genomics and other new
technologies to the beef
sector to enhance production, livestock health,
and food safety, as well as
reduce greenhouse gases
for a more sustainable future.”
The wide-ranging research program, made
possible through the CFI
Innovation Fund, includes working with Indigenous communities to
develop the world’s ﬁrst
bison genome biobank at
the university’s Livestock
and Forage Centre of Excellence (LFCE).
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced
more than $518 million
to support the infrastructure needs of universities
and research institutions
across the country.
“After the near extinction of bison 100 years
ago, Canada has led the
way in bison conservation, but due to small ge-

netically isolated herds
and disease, bison remain
at less than two per cent
of their historic population. Without conservation efforts, bison as
a distinct species would
cease to exist,” said team
leader Gregg Adams, a
specialist in reproductive
biology at USask’s Western College of Veterinary
Medicine (WCVM).
Genome biobanks are
used to store and redistribute genetic material
to preserve genetic diversity. Adams and other
researchers will use genomic tools to identify
and restore the natural
genetic composition and
genetic diversity of Canada’s plains bison and
wood bison populations,
ensuring the species will
survive for generations to
come. The work has the
support of the Assembly
of First Nations and other
Indigenous groups.
“A genome biobank
provides one of the best
opportunities to revitalize the bison species and
will serve as an excellent
model that can be applied
to other threatened Canadian species, such as caribou,” Adams said, noting
that more than 30,000 animal species are at risk of
extinction worldwide.
New knowledge, technical expertise and genetic material will be
shared with zoos around
the world, including
with the Toronto Zoo, a
long-standing research
partner with its own viable herd of wood bison.
Bringing together experts in areas as diverse
as reproductive technology, beef cattle health
and disease, genomics,
microbiomics, and bioinformatics, the research
program—“Integrated
omics for sustainable
animal agriculture and

environmental stewardship” or “IntegrOmes”
for short—will include a
ﬁbre optics network linking on-campus labs with
the LFCE to enable rapid
transfer of large volumes
of data.
A key beneﬁt to beef
producers will be development of new genomic
tools to enable trait selection, enhance genetic diversity, and diagnosis of
disease-causing microbes
in herds.
“Our aim is to make it
easier for cattle producers to identify and breed
animals with desirable
traits such as better meat
quality, stronger immunity against disease,
improved production efﬁciency (associated with
reduced greenhouse gas
emissions), and better adaptation to their environment,” said University of
Alberta researcher and
team member Graham
Plastow, an internationally recognized expert in
the use of genomic tools
for selecting desirable
traits in cattle and pigs.
“This work will lead to
innovations that beneﬁt
a host of individuals and
organizations, including
livestock producers, veterinarians, and policy
makers.”
To stay globally competitive, Canada’s cattle
industry—which accounts
for $18 billion of the country’s annual gross domestic product—must reduce
its environmental impact
and battle antimicrobial
resistance, said Adams.
“The cattle industry is
under a lot of pressure to
be more sustainable and
eco-friendly, and we hope
to be part of the solution,”
he said.
The IntegrOmes program will make possible
real-time diagnosis of disease and appropriate use

of antibiotics in both beef
cattle and bison herds,
thus reducing antimicrobial resistance. Adams
and his team will develop
better tools to test wildlife and domestic animals
to identify and prevent
spread of diseases, including those that can spread
to humans.
With the new funding, a
cow-calf and bull handling
facility will be built at the
LFCE’s Goodale Research
Farm and will house the
new genome biobank. The
animal handling facilities at the LFCE’s Native
Hoofstock Centre will be
renovated and expanded
to enable safer and more
efﬁcient collection, cryopreservation and transfer
of genetic material among
bison herds.
New equipment for
high-performance computing and data handling,
as well as for genetic sequencing, will be installed
at an on-campus genomics
lab for use by the WCVM
and the university’s College of Agriculture and
Bioresources (AgBio).
Some of the CFI funding will also be used to
purchase and outfit a
mobile lab for conducting time-sensitive testing
of animals away from
the USask campus, such
as bison herds or potential disease outbreaks on
farms.
Other USask researchers include WCVM scientists Cheryl Waldner,
Janet Hill, Dinesh Dada-

rwal, and Jaswant Singh,
as well as Matthew Links
in AgBio. Other team
members include Toronto
Zoo reproductive biologist
Gabriela Mastromonaco,
University of Calgary
evolutionary ecologist
Jocelyn Poissant, and
veterinarian and cryobiologist Muhammad Anzar
of the Animal Genetics
Resources of Canada program at Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada.
Building on an existing
collaboration with Saskatchewan Polytechnic
(Sask Polytech), research
and technical training
related to secure transfer and management of
big data will be carried
out, working with Terry
Peckham, director of Sask
Polytech’s Digital Integration Centre of Excellence
Technology Access Centre

(DICE-TAC).
Adams said the program will also help train
the next generation of
wildlife veterinarians,
biologists, and scientists
with skills to incorporate
new strategies in their
species
management
plans.
With the CFI contributing 40 per cent of total program funds, the team will
seek an additional $10.1
million from other public
and private sources.
A powerhouse for innovative research, teaching
and industry engagement,
the LFCE is a complex of
ﬁeld and science labs focused on improving all
aspects of livestock production. It includes almost 9,000 acres of land,
a 1,500-head feedlot, a 400head cow herd and 115
bison.

In recognition of
the Canadian
farmers who feed
our economy and
the world.

C W
Proudly Serving Our Agriculture
Members Today & Always!
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Member of Parliament
Yorkton-Melville

Ph: 306-782-3309
Email: cathay.wagantall@parl.gc.ca

HAUSER’S MACHINERY LTD.
Hwy. #15 West, Melville, SK
TEL: (306) 728-2101 —

TOLL FREE: 1-888-939-4444
www.hausers.ca

“Proudly serving the agricultural and industrial communities since 1947”

- Complete machine shop service
- Mig, tig and stick welding
- Large inventory of industrial
and ag parts
- Crosby shackles, tow straps
- Gr. 70 - 100 hooks and slings to
100,000 lb. cap.
- Wide load signs, tarp straps,
load binders

Let us help make the most of
YOUR PLANS! Call us today! 1.855.875.2255
cornerstonecu.com

Steel - 6WUXFWXUDOÀDWEDU+6DQJOH
round, rebar, sheet metal and mesh
- Custom shearing, forming
and fabrication
- Mobile welding unit
- Bearings, seals, hubs, pulleys
and sprockets
- PTO yokes, roller chain and links
by OCM to #100 series

- Welding rods; hard surface rods
137¿WWLQJVFXVWRPSLSH
threading to 4 in.
- Sch 40 - 80 - 160 pipe
Grade 8 bolts - metric 10.9 bolts
- Trailer hitch accessories
- Electrical; tail lights, side markers,
beacons
- L.E.D. lighting

Heavy Truck and Trailer Safeties, Repairs and Service
³SGI Safety Inspections
³Fully Stocked Parts Dept.
³Journeyman Truck and Trailer
Mechanic on Duty

HAUSER’S MACHINERY LTD. – QUALITY SERVICE AND COMPETITIVE PRICING... EVERY DAY
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Life down on the farm continues even under COVID
By Donna Beutler
Grasslands News
“Mmmmm good,” said the young fellow from the 4-H
‘podium’ as he rubbed his tummy and spoke about the
very best day of the year on the farm.
It’s March, 2021, one year since COVID became a
household name. It’s unarguably changed the way we
do things, 4-H speeches included. This year, Whitewood
4-H beef club members were videoed by a family member
in their own home –– and judges (like me) –– were delighted to be able to hear these speeches as they shared
a bit about their life, be it life on the farm, their future
aspirations, a warm vacation memory or whatever they
chose to speak about.
Which brings me back to the ‘mmmm good’ speech. It
was obvious the eight-year-old at the imaginary mic was
enthralled with everything about farming, except perhaps the low water pressure when the cows are drinking
from the watering bowl. But the day that was the highlight in his mind was castrating day! The menu? Prairie
oysters of course. No one can make that procedure and
outcome sound so delightful as this young speechwriter
did, I assure you!
And so it was, as these promising young 4-Her’s
shared everything from how ‘dad’s choice of a 4-H calf
for a ﬁrst-year 4-Her was less than stellar’ to an aspiring auctioneer’s desire to use his obvious talents for an
ag-related career, that the judges watching them were left
impressed. So impressed in fact that it was a rude realization that they had to grade these speeches. No matter
what these kids do in the future, delivering speeches can
only be an added bonus to what real life will be for them
somewhere down the road.
With a year of COVID under our belt, I am guessing
no one could have predicted that we would be in some
sort of lockdown for the better part of a year with continuing uncertainty about future waves despite the vaccine making its way into our lives, or rather, our arms.
March 12, 2020 is forever etched in my mind. Yes, it
was the day the ﬁrst COVID case was announced in Saskatchewan but it was the day I travelled to Regina to
have my staples removed following my hip replacement
two weeks earlier. As the nurse prepared to remove the
ﬁrst staple, she looked up at another nurse close by and
said, “I’ve never done this before.” So, if you can be calm,
cool and collected when you go under the knife, why was
it that comment made me a tad nervous? As it was, the
nurse did a really good job (once she was shown) but I
have always wondered if questions like that should perhaps be asked out of the hearing of the patient lol!
One thing that hasn’t changed for me during all this
has been caregiving for my grandchildren when needed.
Especially noon on Tuesdays. That’s crepe day with
whipped cream and strawberries for the grandkids who
come over from school to join us for lunch. Yesterday
(being Monday), our trek to the grocery store netted us
zero fresh strawberries so when one of the twins phoned
last night to conﬁrm Tuesday’s lunch plans, I had to
break it to him –– no fresh (and they must be fresh)
strawberries.
Of course, I had some choices to suggest to the kids.
Spaghetti. Hot Dogs. French toast. But the response was
negative to each suggestion. “I think beaver tails,” said
the young man on the other end of the phone. “Can you

4-H Council hosts ﬁrst
virtual speaking contest
The District 13 4-H Council hosted the ﬁrst ever virtual SE 4-H Regional Public Speaking Competition on
March 27.
The event went extremely well with no technical
issues which was their main concern. The 4-H speakers were amazing as usual with some very inventive
speeches. The Cloverbuds and Juniors were held in
the morning and Intermediates and Seniors in the afternoon.
Congratulations to 1st place Claire Galli (Melville
Town ‘N’ Country 4-H Club-Dst 13) CB, 2nd place
Maura Stellak (McQuibe Multiple 4-H Club-Dst 14) CB,
3rd place Jessa Martens (Serath Multiple 4-H Club-Dst
37) CB. 1st place Mara Ward (Elcapo Light Horse 4-H
Club-Dst 39) JR, 2nd place Brock Dorrance (Wawota
4-H Beef Club-Dst 5) JR, 3rd place Darian Beattie (Melville Town ‘N’ Country 4-H Club-Dst 13) JR. 1st place
Isabelle Erickson (Elcapo Light Horse 4-H Club-Dst
39) INT, 2nd place Grace Woytas (Springside 4-H Beef
Club-Dst 12) INT, 3rd place Kaleigh McLauglin (Riders & Wranglers 4-H Club-Dst 5) INT. 1st place Kate
Axten (Radville 4-H Field Crops Club-Dst 7) SR, 2nd
place Emma Bonk (Candiac 4-H Beef Club-Dst 5) SR,
3rd place Lindsay Daniels (Milestone 4-H Variety ClubDst 14) SR.
Best of luck to the 1st and 2nd place winners as
they proceed onto the Provincial Competition being
held in May.

make beaver tails?” Prairie folks may know them as
elephant ears but to someone raised in the east (moi),
beaver tails it is. And so it will be –– deep-fried hunks of
ﬂattened dough, sugared up to perfection will be served
promptly at 12:09 today. Sorry about the smoke lingering
in the air kids; I may have heated the oil a tad too much.
One of the highlights of our month (February) was a
weekend in Regina where we were caring for our two
youngest grandchildren (six and four). These two youngsters were so excited to spend a night and go swimming
at the hotel with us. And we were just as excited as they!
Since it was my husband’s birthday, I gave him a big
hug and kiss the next morning and then off I went to do
my hair. When I came back into the room, my husband
was killing himself laughing at our grandson’s question
(in reference to my kiss) to him, “Did you like that,
Grandpa?”
With that, I took my grandson and gave him a big hug
and kiss. I thought his happy grin was a good sign until
he marched off to the bathroom and came back wiping
his face with a dry face cloth. What!?? He had wiped my
kisses off, the little rotter!
I was pretty excited to have a ‘beyond-the-front-door’
visit with my “farm” grandchildren the other day, actually sitting at their counter and chatting with them, bull
sale catalogues spread out across the counter. I ﬂipped
through them, absent-mindedly as I chatted until one of
the twins stopped me midway through one of the catalogues. “Didn’t you notice that one?” he said pointing
to one in particular (as if they don’t all look the same
to me). “Yeah,” I said, “cool name for a bull.” The boys
looked at each other with a slight roll of their eyes. “The
bull,” they said, “look at the bull, not the name!” Well,
alrighty then, I guess it is a mighty-ﬁne looking bull.
I continued with my chat, “How’s calving going?

Done?” “Nope, 62 have calved, two more to go,” the twins
tell me. “Any losses?” I continued. “Nope, 100%,” they
say. And I don’t doubt they are anything but exact.
From there we ventured out to play a little street
hockey. Okay, so on a gravel laneway, you get a few
stones with your “puck,” as you shoot the little orange
ball toward the net. And then, just like that the ball is
gone, snatched up by the very nimble, ball-loving, ballthievin’ border collie. That is a futile exercise, trying
to play hockey with that dog. She doesn’t understand
English either when you tell her to drop it. Her ears do
however perk up to the word ‘chicken’ –– I am not sure if
that’s a good thing or a bad thing but I am sure I’ll ﬁgure
it out when I get my RV settled on the grassy knoll next
to the shop a couple of weeks down the road.
I am getting pretty excited for a change of scenery, as
in, “green.” You know, green leaves, green grass, green
zero-turn mower with which to cut that grass –– all
things green. I am ready and I am going to enjoy every
outdoor moment I can. Once the camper leaves machinery row for its spot with the view of the chicken house,
the ﬁre pit will be set in place for those cool spring evenings while the kids and I await the return of the men
from the ﬁeld. And I, the one who hates cooking, will
have adapted to that nasty chore as I set up my ‘pallet’
deck and barbeque outside the RV. Ah yes, spring is in
the air and despite this COVID fatigue I am sure we all
have, we will carry on stronger than before, soaking up
some sun, swearing at that darn wind, watching for the
ﬁrst sign of budding trees, calves bouncing around in
the pasture and tiny wheat shoots sprouting up through
the earth.
Ahh yes, spring is just around the corner –– bring
it on! I plan to welcome it (and the vaccine) with open
arms!

Don
McMorris
MLA for Indian Head-Milestone
mcmorris.mla@sasktel.net

Best wishes for a safe,
productive and prosperous
growing season!
306-771-2733 / 1-877-337-3366

Miccar Aerial Ltd.
20 Years of Proven Experience

IMPROVE YOUR BOTTOM LINE PROFIT
Did you know by eliminating wheel tracks you can
increase your bottom line proﬁt?

We specialize in Fungicide, Insecticide & Pre-Harvest
applications to save you time and money.
Please give us a call to discuss all your spraying needs.
Located at the Yorkton Municipal Airport
(Main Terminal Building)

www.miccaraerial.com
Phone 306-786-3345
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Group advocating for carbon offset for farmers
Saskatchewan farm
organizations, the Soil
Conservation Council of
Canada and the Saskatchewan Soil Conservation
Association (SSCA) are
encouraging farmers to
participate in a review of
the Government of Canada’s proposed Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) Offset Credit
System regulations. The
proposed regulations are
open for a 60-day comment period from now
until May 5, 2021.
A coalition of Saskatchewan farm group representatives are united in

ensuring that Saskatchewan farmers are recognized and compensated
for carbon sequestered
from conservation practices, including zero-till
and continuous cropping.
The groups represented
include Sask Wheat,
SaskCanola, SaskPulse,
SaskBarley, SaskFlax,
SaskOats, Saskatchewan
Association of Rural Municipalities, Agriculture
Producers Association of
Saskatchewan, the Soil
Conservation Council of
Canada and the SSCA.
“The carbon seques-

Ducks launches a new
farmer-focused website
Farmers looking for practical solutions to make
their operations more sustainable have a new resource to turn to with Ducks Unlimited Canada’s
(DUC) – ag.ducks.ca – a new website that builds on
DUC’s long-time relationship with the agricultural
industry.
The new website is easy to navigate and provides
users with information about DUC’s conservation
programs that offer ﬁnancial incentives. It also features several success stories that demonstrate how
farmers and ranchers on the Prairies promote environmental and economic sustainability through conservation.
To recognize the power of partnerships, the website features several agriculture industry leaders
which DUC is engaged with on its Partners page.
When it comes to national, sustainability discussions,
DUC is often the only conservation group asked to
speak to issues relating to conservation and Canadian
agriculture. From crops to cows, DUC is proud to be
involved in several important industry initiatives.
In support of the Canadian beef industry, the new
ag website is also home to Beef Belongs – a page dedicated to explaining how beef production beneﬁts the
environment.
As more research demonstrates the connectivity
between agriculture and the environment, DUC is
pleased to play a role in helping the agriculture industry ﬁnd economically and environmentally sound
solutions that are based on science.
Explore the new website at ag.ducks.ca or contact
your local DUC ofﬁce to learn about eligible programs
near you.

tered each year by Saskatchewan farmers is a
critical asset to help both
the federal and provincial
governments meet their
climate change goals.
That value should be
recognized and returned
to the farmgate,” said
Jocelyn Velestuk, a Sask
Wheat and SSCA director, and member of the
SSCA’s Carbon Advisory
Committee.
At this critical juncture, the SSCA’s Carbon
Advisory Committee is
committed to working
with the federal and provincial governments to
develop a science-based
offset protocol for the
sequestration of carbon
in agricultural soils. As
Support Group Members
of the Carbon Advisory
Committee, Saskatche-

wan farm organizations
support the Committee’s
efforts.
“Each year, through
no-till practices, Saskatchewan farmers sequester about 9-million
new tonnes of carbon dioxide. We are committed
to achieving a regulatory
environment that recognizes this signiﬁcant
positive impact,” added
Velestuk, citing the Government of Saskatchewan’s Prairie Resilience
Paper.
While details on what
farming and ranching
practices will be eligible to earn offset credits through the federal
protocols are still being
developed, the draft regulations indicate that
land-management practices will have to go above

and beyond “business as
usual.”
“Even though the
federal government has
recognized the annual
contribution of new and
incremental sequestration in agricultural soils,
the federal proposal could
disqualify the majority of
Saskatchewan crop producers from participating in an offset trading
system,” explained John
Bennett, Chair of the
SSCA Carbon Advisory
Committee.
The SSCA Carbon Advisory Committee and
Support Group Members
will continue to advocate
for separate regulations
for agricultural carbon
sink protocols that would
not be subject to non-scientific factors such as
“business as usual.” Any

offset program must also
include farmer ownership of soil carbon credits, a registry that allows
farmers to “bank” their
credits, an effective price
discovery mechanism,
and full transparency of
basis costs.
To get involved in
the
federal
consultations visit: www.
canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/
services/climate-change/
pricing-pollutionhow-it-will-work/output-based-pricing-system/
federal-greenhouse-gas-offset-system.html
For more information
on the positioning of the
SSCA Carbon Advisory
Committee and Support
Group Members see:
www.ssca.ca/carbon-initiative.

7UDQVLWLRQ
SODQQLQJ

68&&(66,21 • $8&7,21 • '2:16,=(

Hands-on training
for Saskatchewan’s
farms

6WHSSLQJ EDFN LV D XQLTXH DQG RIWHQ GLIILFXOW SDUW RI \RXU
MRXUQH\7KHHDUOLHUDSODQLVLQSODFHWKHJUHDWHUQXPEHU
RIRSWLRQVDQGRSSRUWXQLWLHVWKHUHDUHDYDLODEOH

Introduction to Farm Hand is a three-day course that
provides the basic training and hands-on skills needed
to work on a grain farm this spring.

+DYLQJZRUNHGZLWKIDUPVRIDOOVL]HVZHFDQKHOSHYDOXDWH
\RXU RSWLRQV IURP PDQ\ GLIIHUHQW SHUVSHFWLYHV IDPLO\ WD[
DQGILQDQFLDO
:KHQ\RXDUHUHDG\ZHDUHKHUHIRU\RX

The course includes:
• basic farm safety
• overview of field crops
• introduction to selected pieces of farm equipment
• safe work practices for moving equipment
• Power Mobile Equipment theory

Now, for tomorrow

Sponsored by:

Introduction to Farm Hand
Apr 17, Apr 24, May 1
Lemberg, SK
> parklandcollege.sk.ca

&RQQHFWZLWKXV
bakertilly.ca

> Call 306.786.2760 by Apr 7 to register

Yorkton 
306.783.8531 | \RUNWRQ#EDNHUWLOO\FD
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Proudly connecting with our
grain community.
CP has been serving the Canadian grain sector for more than a
century. We work with farmers and industry to bring Canadian
grain to market safely and reliably, while providing the best service.
From farm to elevator to railway, safety in the supply chain allows
CP to be a leader in delivering grain to the world.

Learn more at cpr.ca
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