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By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

“I’m such a city boy. I thought a lot about the pio-
neers during the black-out and how they had to rough it 
in their homesteads in the winter without any power,” 
Brian Baggett declared after spending 17 hours at home 
in Fort Qu’Appelle without electricity last Thursday, 
Jan. 14. The Baggett family was one of about 100,000 
people left without power after driving winter winds 
knocked out power transmission lines in various parts 
of the province. The valley was spared the howling bliz-
zard and 130 km winds dubbed the “Alberta Clipper” 
which played havoc in parts of the province.

“There were significant outages, but it wasn’t a blan-
ket power failure. Pockets across the province from the 
Alberta to the Manitoba borders were affected, some of 
them more seriously than others,” SaskPower media 
representative Scott McGregor told the Times. Crews 
were still working on the weekend in a few areas to 
restore power. The lights in Fort Qu’Appelle, Lebret 
and Balcarres went out at 2 a.m. Thursday morning and 
didn’t come back on until 7 p.m. that evening. Every-
thing was closed. There was no place to buy a coffee or 
a quart of milk. The first meeting of Fort Qu’Appelle’s 
town council in the new year was postponed, schools 
were closed, Mission Ridge wasn’t operating and unless 
you were lucky enough to have your own generator, 
there was no internet service.

People bundled up and 
rummaged around for can-
dles as they devised new 
ways to escape boredom. 
“We read a lot. The whole 
family played board games 
and tried not to complain,” 
said Baggett, “The kids, 
Dominique, Ivan and 
Emora, got along great. 
There were no phones to 
distract them.”

The village of Lebret was prepared for the power fail-
ure. The mayor and councillors canvassed every one 
of the town’s residents to make certain residents were 
warm and well fed. “Six years ago we had a power out-
age that lasted 18 hours, something like that, so we set 
up a contingency plan to be ready to deal with the situa-
tion should it ever happen again,” explained Gale Sloan, 
the town’s chief administration officer. “Mayor Virag 
quarterbacked the operation and we tried to reach ev-
eryone to make certain no one was left cold or hungry. 
We have a generator in the community centre where 
people could have come if they needed to.”

Fort Qu’Appelle is working with emergency mea-
sures’ officers to develop a plan of its own. There is no 
generator in the Rexentre and the administration has 
applied for a grant to upgrade the facility which would 
potentially allow it to be used as an emergency shelter, 
especially for the elderly and those on respirators. “It 
is something we have to think about seriously,” said 
concillor Connie Wowchuk. “If the situation had gotten 
any worse, vulnerable residents had two choices – die of 
COVID or freeze to death.”

SaskPower said it prioritized returning electricity 
to essential services, such as medical facilities, care 
homes, police and fire stations, then turned its focus to 
restoring power to as many customers as possible. Sask-
Power’s operations manager Ryan Blair said the high 
winds kept repair crews on the ground. “Even when we 
found the problem, we couldn’t fix it because linesmen 
can’t go up in a bucket truck with the wind whipping 
around them.” The only wind damage in and around 
Fort Qu’Appelle, however, was to a few trees whose bro-
ken branches littered some streets

“It was stressful. Especially with COVID; you didn’t 
know how long the outage would last. The street lights 
were out. It was pitch black dark,” said Stephane La-
joie-Plante, who lived through the 1998 ice storm in Mon-
treal that left the city in darkness for almost a month. 
“We were lucky it wasn’t too cold outside. Imagine what 
it would have been like if the temperature had fallen to 
-30C. At least in Montreal we had a fire place to keep 
warm.” 

Power outage forces families to hunker-down

Eating by candle light
Ivan and Emora Baggett prepared for an unexpected candle-light dinner on Thursday, Jan. 14 when the 
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‘Kon’ Rippet Jr.

Community mourns over passing of 
long-time Fort Qu’Appelle advocate

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Konrad “Kon” Rippet Jr. was 
a hard-nosed outdoorsman who 
started Marine Services and Boat 
Launch Rail Systems in Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle and grew it into a thriving 
business. A former town councillor 
and one of the founding partners 
who initiated and funded the Mis-
sion Ridge Ski Park in 1972, he died 
on Tuesday, Jan. 12, a month shy of 
his 83rd birthday.

Friends and colleagues describe 
him as blunt and hardworking, 
someone who could be abrasive in 
his dealings with the public, but a 
person who always had the best in-
terests of the community at heart. 
“He was an asset to the town, a real 
promoter,” said Mayor Gus Lagace. 
“I think Kon enjoyed putting on an 
act. A lot of that gruff exterior of 
his was a façade. He really was, as 
people said of him, ‘a teddy bear’ 
at heart.”

A long time Rotarian, Mr. Rip-
pert supported the volunteer am-
bulance service and was one of the 
promoters of the original Fort Win-
ter Festival. “His bark was worse 

than his bite. If you called his bluff, 
he’d count you in; if you didn’t, you 
probably walked away with a bad 
impression of him. He was a vi-
sionary” said Mission Ridge owner 
Mike Smith.

“He was a formidable presence. 
He was passionate about his com-
mitments to family and to the 
community,” agreed former mayor 
Frances Hahn. “If Kon was your 

friend you had a friend forever.”
Konrad Rippert was born in the 

village of Muscfa, Hungary, on Jan.
13, 1938. He spent nine months in
an Austrian refugee camp after the 
Second World War before the fam-
ily emigrated to Canada when he
was 10 years old.

He grew up in Regina where
he went to Balfour Technical Col-
legiate, became a mechanic and
developed a youthful enthusiasm
for speed boat racing. As his ex-
pertise of boats and boating grew,
he opened Marine Services in Fort 
Qu’Appelle in 1966 on Boundary
Avenue near the river and later re-
built the business on Highway 10 at
the top of the valley. He was elected 
to council twice, first in 1976, and 
again in 1988.

He leaves his wife of 58 years, 
Joyce Eastman, a registered nurse; 
his three daughters, Jennifer, Kerri
and Kristal; six grandchildren and 
a brother, Henry and a sister, 
Maria.

A celebration of his life will take 
place at a later date.

Donations in his memory can be 
made to the STARS Helipad char-
ity fund at the All Nations’ Healing
Hospital.

KONRAD “KON” RIPPET JR. 

“It was stressful – you 
didn’t know how long the 
outage would last. It was 
pitch black dark.” 

- Stephane Lajoie-Plante



By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Don Houston is a gen-
eral building contractor 
with “a real passion for 
restoration work,” and 
for salvaging heritage 
properties. Since moving 
to Melville from Mon-
treal 15 years ago, he has 
helped renovate and save 
the Hebrew Synagogue on 
Saskatchewan Street in 
Melville, St. Luke’s Angli-
can Church in Broadview 
and is the project manager 
in charge of the restoring 
the CN train station. The 
century old Grand Trunk 
Railway Station in Mel-
ville was about to be torn 
down when a committee 
discovered it would cost 
as much to demolish it as 
it would to save it.

“When I was invited 
to work on the station, 
it was condemned and 
the original architectural 
plans were lost,” he said. 
Work started haphaz-
ardly from scratch, not 
knowing exactly which 
sections of the building 
were original. Houston 
located the architectural 
plans in Montreal and 
now supervises the vol-
unteer work. “I’m not a 
structural engineer, but 
I was meant to be one. I 
have understanding and 
experience” he chuckles. 
“I love doing what I am 
doing. There was some 
money available for the 
CN project, but most of it 
has dried up. Government 
grants have been hard to 
get; there are too many 
strings attached. COVID 
has put a crimp in fund-
raising, and work has 
slowed down, but it hasn’t 
stopped. I’m hooked on 
that project. I am happy 
the station has been des-
ignated a historic prop-
erty by Parks Canada. It 
is still moving forward.”

Houston grew up in 

Lac des Deux Montages, 
Quebec, a small com-
munity in a province 
steeped in 400 centuries 
of history. He worked in 
Montreal renovating im-
portant greystone proper-
ties and developed an eye 
for the potential in oth-
erwise conventional run-
down buildings. He was 
on his way to British Co-
lumbia in 1999 when his 
motor home broke down 
near Yorkton and he dis-
covered Melville. The 
small town atmosphere 
reminded him of Lac des 
Deux Montagnes. 

Given the political ten-
sion in Quebec at the time, 
he considered moving to 
Prince Edward Island be-
fore he decided to come 
west. “Property here was 
going cheap, and people 
were friendly.” He bought 
and renovated a house 
kitty corner to the Mel-
ville Hebrew Synagogue. 
The Schul was built on 
Saskatchewan Street in 
1919 to serve about 50 
Jewish families who lived 
in a row of houses across 
the street on a block of 
Fifth Avenue West. A 
school was added in 1932. 
The Synagogue closed in 
1963 and was in a state 
of near collapse when 
Houston first noticed the 
building. “It drew me in 
like a magnet,” he says. 
“When I saw the inside 
for the first time, look-
ing at all the structural 
issues and the crumbling 
foundations and so on, I 
would have walked away 
if I hadn’t known it was 
a synagogue. That was 
what motivated me to buy 
it and save it. I was doing 
that kind of work in Que-
bec. I love history. I made 
it my mission.”

He unearthed the cor-
nerstone and rebuilt the 
Magen David window 
and converted the adja-
cent school into a rental 

property. “It is always 
a juggling act,” he says. 
“You have to find some 
way to make these build-
ings pay for themselves. 
Some buildings you have 
to sell to keep moving. 
Others, you take part of 
the building and turn it 
into something that pro-
duces revenue.” At the 
same time that he was 
working to save the syn-
agogue, he bought and 
restored St. Luke’s Angli-
can Church in Broadview 
which opened in 1890 
and was deconsecrated 
in 2005. “I was moved 
when I saw the memorial 
plaque in the bell tower 
which listed all the men 
who died in World War 
I, and made up my mind 
to save the building out 
of gratitude and respect. 
People began their lives 
in houses of worship and 
end their lives there. It is 
important these historic 
buildings are preserved.”

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Lakota artist Holly 
Yuzicapi will be teach-
ing elementary school 
students in Lipton how 
to make art out of natu-
ral materials. Yuzicapi, 
whose name in Lakota 
is Isin Wanica Win (Gen-
erous Woman), is a well 
known instructor from 
Standing Buffalo First 
Nation who gives work-
shops that specialize in 
traditional art, food and 
games. The school has re-
ceived a $2,210 Saskatch-
ewan Arts project grant 
that will cover the cost 
of her course that will be 
offered to students from 
Grades 7 to 9.

It is one of 90 such 
grants awarded by Sask. 
Arts to foster the creative 
work of professional art-
ists and community arts 
projects in the province. 

The program began in 
1948 when the CCF gov-

ernment at the time made 
it a priority to give resi-
dents in a small province 
the opportunity to “par-
ticipate in music, drama, 
visual arts, handicrafts 
and the other arts,” and 
founded the Saskatch-
ewan Arts Board, even 
before Canada began sub-
sidizing the arts through 
the Canada Council. 

It is the oldest public 
arts funding program in 
North America and is pat-
terned on a similar arts 
program in Great Britain.
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WIN $50.00 VISA GIFT CARD

Yes Sir, That’s

Our Baby

GRASSLANDS NEWS would like to Salute all Babies Born in 2020
and to do that we will publish  SPECIAL PAGES in the

January 29, 2021 edition of the Melville Advance, Fort Qu’Appelle Times and 

Whitewood Grenfell Herald Sun featuring the babies of 2020.

If you’d like a picture of your baby to appear, fi ll in the form below or e-mail

(send a clear snapshot) of your baby along with a cheque (made out to Grasslands News Group), 

VISA or Mastercard number for $20.00 (GST included).

A draw will be made Tuesday, January 26, 2021 for a $50.00 VISA gift card 

for the lucky parents. Enter today and win!

Entry Deadline Monday,  January 25, 2021

2020 Winner

Harper Violet
WENET (F)

Born June 4, 2019
Parents - Riley and Brooklyn 

Wenet
Macoun, Sask.

 Parent’s Name .............................................................................................................................

 .......................................................................................................................................................

 Address ........................................................................................................................................

 Phone ............................................................................................................................................

 Baby’s Full Name .........................................................................................................................

 Sex: Male        Female 

 Date of Birth .............................................................................................Cost $20.00 GST Included

print:  month  /  day  /  year

ENTRY FORM

Send your entry to: Grasslands News 218 - 3rd Ave. W, Box 1420, Melville, Sask. S0A 2P0

Email: production@grasslandsnews.ca

Contractor works to keep history preserved

Building on history
Ron Houston from Melville has a passion for heritage properties. He has 
worked on many properties including Melville and Broadview.

Art program for Lipton
Lakota artist teaches kids

HOLLY YUZICAPI
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City of Melville, Province of Saskatchewan

 Notice is hereby given under Section 23 Subsection (16) The Tax Enforcement Act 
that after all  reasonable eff orts have been made to ascertain address, the publication 
of this list is deemed to be suffi  cient service of notice on the owner. Please contact Kim 
Weber at 306-728-6846 or attend City Hall to obtain your registered mail regarding 
your property.

Lot, Block, Plan #, Title # Property Owner(s)

11, 27, T286, 142211719 Kimberly Doreen McLellan

 

430 Main St. - P.O. Box 1240, Melville, SK S0A 2P0 
• Phone (306) 728-6840 • Fax (306) 728-5911

Saskatchewan Lotteries 

Community Grant

Program Applications
 Saskatchewan Lotteries Community Grant Program Applications for 2021-2022 are 
now available!
 The  Saskatchewan  Lotteries Community Grant Program assists in the 
development of sport, culture, and recreation programs by providing funds to non-
profi t community organizations operated by volunteers.
 You can fi nd the application form and guidelines by going to our website www.
melville.ca/community-grant-programs or by picking up a paper copy at he Horizon 
Credit Union Centre or City Hall.
 Applications are due by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, March 31, 2021.
 If you have any questions or would like to know more information, please contact 
the Recreation Department at 306-728-6860 or recreation@melville.ca

Unclaimed Registered Mail Notice

Tax Title Property For Sale
 Tenders will be received by Kim Weber at City Hall in Melville, Box 1240, 430 Main 
Street, Melville, Saskatchewan, S0A 2P0, from 9 a.m. on Monday, January 25, 2021 
until 4 p.m. on Friday, February 12, 2021.  Tenders will be opened at City Hall on 
Tuesday February 16, 2021 at 10 a.m. for the following properties - (Property means 
Land and Buildings where applicable.)

  Lot 10, Block 53, Plan V664
  Civic Address: 440 – 2nd Avenue East
  Land Size:  25 feet by 140 feet
  Description: Vacant Lot

  Lot 11, Block 53, Plan V664
  Civic Address: 444 – 2nd Avenue East
  Land Size:  25 feet by 140 feet
  Description: Vacant Lot

  Lot 10, Block 82, Plan V3494
  Civic Address: 174 Scotia Street
  Land Size:  52.5 feet by 140 feet 
  Description: Vacant Lot

 These properties are to be sold on an “as is” basis.  There are no warranties off ered 
or implied on the condition of the properties.  Highest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted.  The City of Melville reserves the right to reject any or all tenders.
 Each Tender shall be submitted, in a sealed envelope, on which has clearly been 
marked  “Property Tender - Lot _ , Block _ , Plan ___ “, and must be accompanied 
by a certifi ed cheque, trust cheque or bank draft made payable to City of Melville 
in the amount of 5% of the bid, which will be returned to the bidder if the bid is 
unsuccessful.  A successful bid will require the balance to be paid to the City of 
Melville within thirty days of the City’s acceptance of the bid.  Failure by the successful 
bidder to conclude the transaction will result in forfeiture of the deposit as liquidated 
damages.
 Further information may be obtained from:
  Kim Weber, Controller,
  City of Melville
  P.O. Box 1240, 
  Melville, Saskatchewan  S0A 2P0 
  Telephone: 306-728-6846
  Fax: 306-728-5911

City of Melville fills some 
boards and commissions 

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The City of Melville 
has appointed a num-
ber of people to various 
boards and commissions 
but several groups still 
have vacancies due to a 
lack of applications re-
ceived.

The appointments that 
were received were ap-
proved by city council 
at their Tuesday, Jan. 19 
meeting and  city man-
ager Ron McCullough 
said they will continue to 
advertise and look for vol-
unteers to fill the various 
positions still vacant. He 
is hoping people will step 
forward to fill the avail-
able spots, saying it is 
important for citizens to 
participate in committees 
and boards. 

“My travels over the 
past several decades tell 
me that volunteerism 
generally is declining and 
it’s getting more challeng-
ing to fill vacant seats on 
local committees,” Mc-
Cullough said when asked 
about the reason behind 
the unfilled vacancies.

City council approved 
the appointment of 12 
people to five different 
boards and commissions, 
only five of which were 
new people. There are 
still another 12 vacancies 
remaining that need to be 
filled.

The Police Commis-
sion Board, which con-
sists of the mayor and 
two members of council, 
was the only board that 
was completely filled 
with  newcomers Valdeen 
Mathies and Doug Achty-
michuk appointed for the 
term expiring Dec. 31, 
2021. The purpose of the 
Board is to deal with po-
licing matters in the City 
and to deal with items 
referred to the Board by 
Council. Meetings are 
held on the third Wednes-
day of every month.

Only three of the five 
spots were filled on the 

Melville Public Library 
Board with Sandra Mills, 
Laura O’Brien and Carly 
Tank appointed for a one-
year term. The Library 
Board acts as a liaison 
between the City and the 
Regional Library Board 
and sets standards for the 
local library service in ac-
cordance with the Public 

Libraries Act. Meetings 
for the committee are not 
regularly scheduled but 
are held at the call of the 
chairperson.

The Van Advisory 
Board Committee, which 
ensures and promotes 
the establishment and 
maintenance of the Spe-
cial Needs Van, did not 
receive any applications 
for the two one-year 
terms available. Meeting 
at least twice a year or 
as needed, the commit-
tee acts as a consulting 
board to City Council and 
makes recommendations 
in keeping with the phi-
losophy and mission of 
the City of Melville. 

Only two of six avail-
able spots were filled on 
the Regional Park Author-
ity, which consists of a 10 
member board appointed 
on staggered two-year 
terms. Meeting on the 
first Wednesday of every 
month, the Regional Park 
Authority administers, 
operates and controls the 
use of the Regional Park 
according to the Regional 
Park Act. Appointed for 
two-years were Scott Al-
bers and Garnet Keller. 
Still vacant are three two-
year terms and one one-

year term.
The Recreation, Cul-

ture, & Leisure Services 
Advisory Board is an 11 
member board that helps 
facilitate and enable the 
development of leisure 
activities and opportuni-
ties for the residents of 
Melville. The board rep-
resents the interests of 
culture, heritage, parks, 
seniors, sports, youth, 
the rural area, the school 
boards and two members 
at large. Only five of the 
eight available positions 
were filled with Theresa 
Wilson, Valdeen Mathies, 
Larry Peterson, Robyn 
Lang and Gord Erhardt 
appointed for two-year 
terms. There are still 
three two-year terms 
available as well as one 
one-year term for a youth.

Along with the ap-
pointments to the boards 
and commissions, city 
council also approved 
contracting Gord Krismer 
& Associates Ltd. as the 
Board of Revision to pre-
side over the assessment 
appeals for the City of 
Melville and as the Devel-
opment Appeals Board, 
which presides over the 
development appeals for 
the City of Melville. Ap-
pointed to both boards 
were Clint Krismer as 
Chair, Gord Krismer as  
Vice Chair, Aileen Swen-
son as Secretary, and any 
two additional members 
selected from the follow-
ing list of Board Mem-
bers: Christina Krismer, 
Jeff Hutton, David Lang, 
Kirby Bodnard, Brenda 
Lauf or Pam Malach.

Anyone interested in 
volunteering for one of 
the vacancies for the var-
ious boards or commis-
sions can contact the City 
of Melville or download 
the application off the 
city website at www.mel-
ville.ca/p/boards-com-
mission

“...volunteerism gen-
erally is declining and it’s 
getting more challenging to 
fill vacant seats on local com-
mittees.” 

- City Manager Ron McCullough 

Sign up for free at your 
local post office to opt 

out of receiving 
unwanted  flyers, 

catalogs, credit card 
offers and junk mail.



By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

The year 1911 became a notable one 
for Grenfell, after a meeting in January 
when village leaders recommended that 
the community apply for incorporation 
as a town.

English settlers initially came to the 
area with the arrival of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway line in 1882. The sta-
tion was first called “Weldon,” but the 
name was later changed to “Grenfell” 
in recognition of a railway shareholder 
named Pasco du Pre Grenfell. The ham-
let grew and on April 12, 1894 it was of-
ficially designated a village. 

By 1909, the population had grown to 
752 citizens and the government had ex-
panded from a single overseer to include 
two councilors and a secretary-trea-
surer. Although the possibility of town 
status was discussed in the spring of 

1909, the motion was defeated. 
The community continued to grow 

over the following two years and many 
people felt the village was ready for the 
next step. On January 9, 1911, ratepay-
ers assembled for a meeting with village 
leaders. An article was published in the 
Grenfell Sun a few days later describing 
what transpired. 

Since the village was growing, infra-
structure needed to be developed. Coun-
cilor J. Nicholls said money could be 
borrowed for this as a village or a town, 
but he noted that as a town the repay-
ment period would be twice as long with 
a lower interest rate. Councilor Edward 
Fitz-Gerald advocated for town incor-
poration, provided there was clear ev-
idence that it would benefit ratepayers. 
He suggested several specific improve-
ment projects: forming a High School 
District, establishing an electric lighting 
system, erecting a Town Hall, construct-

ing cement sidewalks, and introducing 
a fire protection system. John McLeod 
and J. A. Duprau gave similar speaches 
in support of town incorporation. 

Over the following weeks, village 
leaders continued to pursue town status. 
An updated census showed the village 
had grown since 1909, with twenty new 
residents added to the register. Council 
made a formal motion in March that the 
Village of Grenfell should apply for town 
status. A poll was taken on April 12 and 
the results reported to council showed 
that 80 people approved this decision 
and only 21 people were against it. The 
village overseer sent the necessary ap-
plication to the provincial authorities.

On Aug. 10, the Grenfell Sun pub-
lished a copy of the official letter to 
Lieutenant Governor George W. Brown 
from Executive Councilor John A. Reid, 
relaying the recommendation from the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs that the 

“Village of Grenfell be erected into a 
town municipality to be known as the
Town of Grenfell.” 

The application was approved and 
Grenfell formally became a town on 
Nov. 1, 1911. A civic election was held 
shortly afterwards and a notice in the
Nov. 30 Grenfell Sun shows three candi-
dates for mayor and eight for councilor. 
The results were published two weeks
later: Harvey Coy (mayor), Dr. Argue,
A.T. Claxton, J. A. Duprau, John Mc-
Leod, G. Parley, and J. A. Walker.

Grenfell’s town incorporation held
many benefits for the community, as 
predicted by Fitz-Gerald and others. 
Roadways and sidewalks were im-
proved; cleanliness and order were pri-
oritized. The town continued to thrive 
over the next 110 years to become what 
it is today – a well-established commu-
nity with a population over 1,000 and a 
variety of practical amenities. 

Contractors and Home
Directory

Serving Fort Qu’Appelle and area for over 25 years

J&V ELECTRIC
Jamie Sebastian
Owner/Journeyman
Box 2388, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK S0G 1S0
jsebastian@sasktel.net
306
306-331-8827 Cell

P l u m b i n g  &  H e a t i n g
F latLand

Whitewood, SK.

Phone: 306-735-4328

flatlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Whitewood, SK

TREE SERVICE

www.whitingtreeservice.ca

306-331-8742 - 306-331-8732
Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

117 - 3rd Ave. West, Melville, SK

306-728-5493

Mon., Tues.,  Wed. &  Fri. 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Thurs. 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

www.borderlandcoop.crs

Whitewood Home Centre – 804 S. Railway St. – 306-735-2410

ww

January 4 to February 7, 2021

WINTER BOOKING TERMS AND CONDITIONS *Valid on all custom window and/or patio door orders. Excludes all custom entry swing and garden doors, stocked (Metro) series windows/patio doors, and Classic Series doors. Regular production, shipping and delivery policies apply and are subject to current lead 

times. All Weather Windows reserves the right to change lead times based on plant capacity. This promotion may not be combined with any other special offers or promotions. Regular cash discount applies. 8% discount valid on orders placed January 4, 2021 to February 7 2021. 5% discount valid on orders placed 

February 8, 2020 to February 28, 2021.

002371.11.17.2020

Smart decisions start
with smart savings

USE PROMO CODE
WINTER21
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Grenfell, SK incorporated to town status in 1911

The early years
Postcard pictures of Grenfell, Sask. taken in 1907 shows the west (left) and 
east (right) sides of Main Street. Village council started on Jan. 9, 1911 to make 
the change to town status and was incorporated on Nov. 1, 1911. 
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By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Fort Qu’Appelle has repealed its pet control bylaw 
because it can’t be enforced as it is written. 

The bylaw, passed by council in 2004 when Julian 
Wira was mayor, has a number of transcription er-
rors. It also uses the copyright symbol, © instead of 
the letter C.

“It is funny if you think about it, but one section, 
11C refers to another section 13b, which means that 

anyone who receives a complaint about a pet making 
a disturbance has to destroy it or give it up to the 
animal shelter if the owner doesn’t remove its poop 
on a daily basis. That doesn’t make sense. It should 
refer to section 15 (which lists the fines for the various 
offences),” Chief Administration Officer Victor Good-
man told council. 

Councillor Ron Shordee described any bylaw de-
signed to prohibit the running at large of animals as 
“one of the most important in the community,” but 
added that the problem of stray animals in town is so 
widespread most residents don’t even know that such 

a bylaw exists.
He suggested that when a replacement bylaw is 

written “something has to be done about the strays 
coming into town from the lake area. People are feed-
ing them. Something has to be done about it.” 

Councillor Sandra Schlamp agreed, pointing out 
that people who use the campground in the summer
sometimes desert their pets and leave them behind.

Administration will research what other jurisdic-
tions are doing about the problem before a new bylaw 
is drafted for council’s approval. “Dogs aren’t so bad, 
but cats are hard to track,” said CAO Goodman. 

5www.grasslandsnews.ca January 22, 2021

Provincial
Grasslands News 

The Kinsmen Foun-
dation announced the 
details of its first-ever 
online 50/50 raffle in 
support of TeleMiracle 
45, presented by Jay’s 
Transportation Group. 
Saskatchewan residents 
will have the ability to 
support “Saskatchewan’s 

Charity” while also hav-
ing the chance to take 
home half of the final 
jackpot. The total jackpot 
will start at $25,000.

Tickets are on sale 
now and are available 
at www.telemiracle5050.
ca. The draw date is Feb-
ruary 26, 2021. The win-
ner will be announced 
on “Countdown to Tel-
eMiracle”, the telethon 
pre-show that will be 

live-streamed at www.
telemiracle.com starting 
at 6:15 pm on February 
27th.

“With COVID-19 im-
pacting many forms of 
traditional, in-person 
fundraising, the time 
was right for TeleMira-
cle to launch this fund-
raiser,” says TeleMiracle 
45 Chair Brian Angstadt. 
“It’s a win-win for Sas-
katchewan residents. 
Now they can support 
TeleMiracle and have the 
chance to win half of the 
jackpot.”

Angstadt continues 
that “We hope that Tele-
Miracle supporters, both 
old and new ones, will 
make this raffle a huge 
success.” He adds, “It’s 
about helping as many 
people in Saskatchewan 
as possible. The more 
tickets we can sell, the 
more people we can 

• November 1 to April 30 •
Monday to Friday  

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

LANDFILL

We now Accept:

Closed Sunday and Statutory Holidays

Minimum Load Charge is $10

 

136 Boundary Ave. S. - P.O. Box 309 S0G 1S0
Phone: 306-332-5266

Email: forttown@sasktel.net
Website: www.fortquappelle.com

Town of Fort Qu’Appelle

Council Meeting
 The next Town of Fort Qu’Appelle Council meetings will be held 
on: Thursday, January 28, and Thursday, February 11 at 7:00 p.m.

Town Comment
 With COVID-19’s ever increasing infection rate numbers, let’s 
be thankful for all healthcare workers, service employees, and our
local retail and hospitality staff. These are trying times for all of us.
A simple “Thank You” and shopping local all help. Please stay safe!

 During the winter months, snow and ice on sidewalks can
seriously impair the ability of people to get around safely. For that 
reason, the Town asks owners or occupants of property to clear
sidewalks of snow and ice to prevent injury or inconvenience to
pedestrians following a snowfall.

Sidewalk Snow Clearing
 The Town will be accepting applications until Monday, February 
15, 2021. Application information and forms are available on the 
Town website: www.fortquappelle.com

Fort Qu’Appelle Community
Development Grant

 To ensure you receive all Town correspondence, please make 
sure you provide your correct contact information (phone, email, and 

Contact Information

 Pursuant to Section 128 of The Municipalities Act and Section
4.1 of Town of Fort Qu’Appelle Public Notice Policy Bylaw
No. 08-2018, the Town of Fort Qu’Appelle Council will be reviewing 
its honorarium policy at the January 28, 2021, Regular Meeting of 
Council. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m. and will 
be held in the Council Chambers at the Town of Fort Qu’Appelle
Municipal Building, 136 Boundary Ave. S., and Fort Qu’Appelle.
 Questions can be directed to the Town’s CAO at 306-332-5266 or 
via email at fortcao@sasktel.net

PUBLIC NOTICE
Review of Council Honorarium Policy 

 Please remove vehicles from streets when snow removal is
underway. This will allow Town staff to clear snow from streets
without obstructions.

Snow Removal

 We hope to have the new schedules from Emterra by the end of 
January.
January 2021 — 26th and 27th and February 2021 —  23rd and 24th   

Upcoming Recycling Dates

Fort Qu’Appelle council repeals pet control bylaw

Published 
Fridays

1-844-GNG-NEWS

help.”
Tickets are available 

for purchase to anyone 
over the age of 19 that is 
physically in the prov-
ince of Saskatchewan at 
the time of purchase.

Ticket prices are 1 for 
$20, 5 for $50, 20 for $100 
or 100 for $250.

The draw will be 
made at 4:00 p.m. on 
February 26, 2021. Win-
ner will be notified by 
email or phone with in-
structions on claiming 
the prize. Eligible par-
ticipants can purchase 
over the phone by call-
ing 1-306-244-6400 ext.4.

TeleMiracle is enter-
ing its 45th year in 2021 
and the people of Sas-
katchewan need your 
help more than ever. 
Through the proceeds of 
this annual telethon, the 
Kinsmen Foundation is 
Helping People Every 

TeleMiracle launches 50/50 online raffle
Day in Saskatchewan, to 
improve their indepen-
dence and quality of life. 
The Foundation provides 
specialized mobility and 
medical equipment to 
people and organizations 
throughout the prov-
ince, as well as travel 
assistance for residents 
in need of vital medical 
treatment outside their 
community.

Away We Grow Child Care Inc.

INFANT AND TODDLER 
OPENINGS

For more information call Joanne or Sherri at
Away We Grow Child Care Inc. – 306-728-4170



By Murray Mandryk
Grasslands News 

Premier Scott Moe has been 
talking tough regarding COVID-19.

 Some of this tough talk was nec-
essary. But other times, it was little 
more than talk that won’t change 
much at all.

Where Moe’s tough talk was most 
necessary and welcomed was his 
talk about getting tough with indi-
viduals and businesses defying the 
COVID-19 rules the rest of us are 
following.

Moe has also talked about how 
the virus spread might be slowing 
in Saskatchewan, but the kindest 
thing one might say about such talk 
is that it’s a way too early.

 Saskatchewan was doing well 
in the COVID-19 fight in December 
until “a Christmas bump,” Moe 
said, adding that the numbers have 
started to level out.

It is fair to say that the province 
is — at least as of the writing of this 
column — seeing somewhat steadier 
daily case counts of around 300 new 
cases a day.

However, Moe and his Saskatche-
wan government gloss over the real-
ity that those numbers still translate 
into the most new cases per capita 
and most active cases per capita. It’s 
also quite likely that January will 
see more COVID-19-related deaths 
in Saskatchewan than any month. 
This follows a record number of Sas-

katchewan COVID-19-related deaths.
Moe should instead give us 

straight-forward talk on the entire 
situation so people will be more ac-
cepting of any tough measures that 
might be needed.

But it’s also here where Moe’s 
tough talk of clamping down may be 
most appreciated.

Speaking to reporters at a press 
conference broadcast provincewide, 
Moe spoke passionately about get-
ting calls and petitions from frus-
trated hockey parents over their 
kids not being able to play as 
grownups flout the COVID-19 rules 
by partying it up in bars.

Moe hit a strong note when he 
suggested that it is some adults who 
are acting like selfish and immature 
kids unwilling to take responsibil-
ity and that “harsher punishment” 
might be needed for such adults.

Credit Moe for pulling no punches 
here.

But let’s hope his Saskatchewan 
Party government is more than talk. 
Moe is dead right that a few busi-
nesses unwilling to follow the rules 
might be the very reason why other 
businesses and individuals would be 
stuck with even tighter restrictions. 
But it’s all rather meaningless if it’s 
not followed up by actions.

As they say, talk is cheap and, 
right now, we aren’t exactly seeing 
this government put more money 
towards enforcement to ensure that 
people are following the rules.

In fact, Moe didn’t even explain 
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“For the cause that needs assistance; 
for the wrong that needs resistance; 

the future in the distance and 
the good that we can do.”

Moe must go beyond 
tough talk

All Nova Scotians are now considered potential 
organ donors under law. It’s a move that could dra-
matically boost the number of organ donors in the 
province.

What a sad and disgusting way to increase the 
numbers of donors by implementing a law under the 
pretense that more people will forget to opt out of 
being a donor than the people who will take the time 
to stipulate they will be a donor. 

I am sorry but I do not see my body – or parts of it 
I guess I should say – as a commodity where the gov-
ernment can utilize what they need when required. 

This system says to me, “Your organs belong to the 
medical community under our laws until you sign an 
agreement to say it is not theirs to do with as they 
please.”

In Nova Scotia, you can opt out by signing a form 
saying your organs or tissue cannot be used, whereas 
previously, you signed a form saying your organs or 
tissues could be used.  What’s the difference you may 
ask?

To me, the difference is laws such as the one re-
cently passed in Nova Scotia make me feel that our 
governments are getting one step closer to taking con-
trol over everything, and this now includes my per-
sonal space that consists of my body and my beliefs. 

You are not forced if you opt out. But, your default 
to register to opt out means your default is consent. 

This is moving one step closer to pressurizing the  

medical community to “fix” everyone by having a 
perceived storage of spare parts somewhere. 

The choice of becoming a donor should be a choice 
made by the individual or their family (who should 
know their wishes) when the organ and tissue dona-
tions are needed following the death of another. 

Some people are extremely pleased to donate and 
many are extremely pleased to receive a donation. 
And that is the reason for some people to feel that 
consent should be given at the time of death allowing 
for confirmation and respect for those that are giving 
and those that are also receiving. 

The gift of life and the belief of life after death take 
a huge hit when we begin to automatically assume we 
own someone’s body and can use it to harvest organs.

At present, forgetting to give consent to become 
an organ donor may mean someone in need may not 
receive an organ at your time of death. But, on the 
other side of the coin, if everyone is automatically a 
donor, unless you voice disagreement, your organs 
and tissue automatically can and will be used by the 
medical community under laws such as the law now 
passed in Nova Scotia. 

Others may suggest that people’s opinions would 
change quickly about not becoming a donor if they 
were in need of a donation themselves. This is pos-
sibly true but it is all about choice. If I choose not to 
give an organ, my beliefs are probably that I would 
not wish to receive an organ. It should be a right of 

choice and since the entire basis of the whole pro-
gram is based on donations, if you opt out of donating 
then you should opt out of getting a donation. 

It is important to remember that an organ donated 
to extend a life should be viewed as a precious gift – 
not an entitlement or an expectation. 

By forcing people to opt out instead of making a 
choice to give,  are we slowly developing a system 
of central registry for body part donations and what 
may be needed?  At this point, the program becomes 
a commodity and is no longer the gift of life.

It is my choice to decide if I will live with the pre-
cious gift of someone elses’ organ or tissue and my 
choice is made from my beliefs. It should also be my 
choice if I want, or will have my family keep my or-
gans alive so someone else will receive the gift of life. 

Possibly the law makers in Nova Scotia have er-
rored in their expectations that the number of donors 
will increase because of forgetful people. Maybe there 
are just not a large amount of people signing up to 
become donors because their beliefs or their feelings 
about organ donations may not be the same as what 
the government wants or feels they need. 

I was always told government and religion don’t 
mix and here’s a good example that this may be true. 
Do we opt in or do we opt out? Either way,  organ 
donations need to remain as a precious gift for life.

 - Elaine Ashfield, Grasslands News 

Changing the law to make everyone an organ donor

last week why his government won’t publicly 
name rule-breaking businesses in the same 
way it puts out news releases for small busi-
nesses that break occupational health and 
safety rules. Instead, the government seems 
to be relying on social media to do so.

Nevertheless, someone in the Premier’s 
chair threatening to get tough is sometimes 
all that’s needed to get people to fall in line. 
Maybe this is what’s needed to crack down on 
local rule breakers.

That said, it’s unlikely that tough works 
with those who are far removed from this ju-
risdiction.

That would surely be the case of Moe’s 
tough talk — borrowed from Ontario Premier 
Doug Ford — about “sticking a firecracker up 

the ying yang of the chief executive officer of 
Pfizer to encourage him to get vaccines to this 
country and his province sooner.

Maybe Moe’s frustration was sincere — 
even if it was just mimicking what Ford said. 
Clearly, Moe recognizes mass vaccination is 
key in this fight.

It might even be what people really want to 
hear. But, really, what good does it do?

Pfizer is an international company with $59 
billion in annual revenues — four times that 
of Saskatchewan.

Do Moe or Ford think the president of 
Pfizer is going to be intimidated into getting 
drugs here fast?

Sometimes tough talk is needed. Some-
times, it’s just talk.
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By Emily Jane Fulford 
Grasslands News 

On Monday, Jan. 18, the Saskatchewan Health 
Authority (SHA) invited citizens to come together to 
acknowledge and remember those lost to COVID-19, 
consider those who are currently battling the virus, 
acknowledge the front line workers who have dedi-
cated their careers over the past year to helping those 
in crisis, and also to give thanks for the vaccine which 
is now being distributed across the world including 
right here in Saskatchewan. The project was led by 
First Nations and Métis Health and marks a provin-
cial effort for all the people of the province to unite 
in their efforts to reduce the impact of the pandemic.

“We are asking people wherever they are to stop for 
a few moments of reflection between 9 and 9:30 a.m. on 
Monday to pause and reflect. It can be done wherever 
you are at that time whether it’s at work, at home, at 
school, outside exercising, or in your own personal 
space,” said the SHA in a statement sent out on Jan. 
15, urging participation. 

Although the initiative was led by First Nations and 
Métis Health, people from all cultural backgrounds, 
religions and beliefs were asked to join in the moment 

of reflection in the battle against COVID-19.  
“We need to respect this virus as an enemy, in the 

same way that our ancestors respected their enemies. 
This means we take our fear of the virus and turn 
it into a courageous, organized front, drawing on all 
our resources and traditional healing ways, includ-
ing traditional medicines,” said Executive Director of 
First Nations and Métis Health, Thona Longneck. “We 
may not be able to gather together in large groups for 
this ceremony, but we still have the ability to come 
together and raise our voices as one.”

Due to the COVID-19 safety regulations, the Cere-
mony Keepers did not physically enter into any of the 
facilities. Instead, the Four Pipe Ceremonies were held 
simultaneously in each of the homes of the Keepers 
who reside in different locations across the province. 

Since video recording of such ceremonies is not 
allowed, the event was conducted spiritually rather 
than virtually. By coordinating when the ceremony 
would be taking place, the unity prayer was able to be 
done by all, regardless of distance, or access to high 
speed internet. 

“We are so fortunate that we are now able to dis-
tribute a vaccine that has been recognized as safe and 
effective by health leaders across the globe, but we 
need to remember that as we distribute the vaccine 

across the province, we must remain vigilant and ad-
here to the public health orders and safety protocols 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19,” said SHA CEO, 
Scott Livingstone. 
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Dear Editor,
In the midst of one of the worst epidemics that the 

current generation has ever witnessed was the hand-
ing over of four (4) million dollars to the WHL and the 
SJHL the best use of borrowed money by our provincial 
government? I think not and from personal experience I 
do hope that all the right questions had been asked. Or 
could have 4 million been provided to the hundreds of 
small businesses that may not survive or have already 
folded not been a better use of those dollars? 

If the readers feel I just don’t have a use for the 
hockey world, I believe my personal record proves oth-
erwise. Along with my wife, we not only billeted a couple 
dozen SJHL players over a dozen or so years, plus a 
number of years volunteering for the local executive of 
a SJHL team plus six very eventful years as the Presi-
dent of a SJHL team as well at least that many years 
as a Governor to the Board of the SJHL. Yes I do un-
derstand the hard work and the endless fund raising 
that happens to make a community owned SJHL team 
survive. Watching budgets grow and listening to endless 
requests by players and sometimes even their parents 
so junior could be comfortable in this new community 
playing out his dream of being a hockey player. And 
the WHL, well I certainly understood they always took 
the best out of our roster. However my departure from 
the SJHL eventually led me to be a big fan of the WHL. 
And I am proud to say that our daughter and son-in-
law somewhat followed in our volunteering footsteps as 
they became deeply involved with their hometown team, 
Swift Current Broncos of the WHL. And yes the work 
and fundraising only gets more and possibly harder 
because of the largeness of the WHL.

However now to my comment “were all the right ques-
tions asked”? Once your near the top of a Junior team 
you quickly learn that once you are out of playoff con-
tention the expense’s all but nearly stop. Once the boys 
are sent home only office expenses and possibly some 
coaching and general manager staff do continue to be 

on the payroll. So have the respective teams been asked 
to limit expenses to the absolute minimum? Yes, they 
may fire up the season in the end of March, however the 
numbers in Saskatchewan are not slowing down, the 
vaccination process in Saskatchewan appears to be de-
veloping almost as poorly, rolling out as Premier Moe’s 
ability to understand how to slow down the pandemic.

Also on asking the right questions: both the SJHL 
and WHL have head offices with at a minimum a pres-
ident at the top. So I’m curious, will the money firstly 
go in that direction with a League President and possi-
bly staff still maintaining day to day office work, auto 
rentals and other expenses which will skim off the thou-
sands that they need and possibly sending out a lot less 
to the respective teams with possibly equal amounts to 
the community owned teams and also to the ones owned 
by well off owners. SO were the right questions asked? 
My hunch is not!

And while we are helping out sports teams my ques-
tion is who’s next? The Riders? The provincial football 
league? Well, how about the countless senior hockey 
teams that exist throughout Saskatchewan in all those 
ridings that Moe proudly boasts as his; don’t they de-
serve some of this excess new cash that Moe and com-
pany appear to have found?

I’ll end with a comment which to me is the direction 
this provincial government should have gone!

Firstly, who were the people that lobbied the govern-
ment on behalf of the WHL and SJHL?

Let’s find them and have the Provincial Chamber of 
Commerce hire them to lobby the Provincial Govern-
ment to get cash and a program to support all the small 
and local small business that have struggled to survive 
this pandemic and in many small communities are all 
that’s left there as far as A Commercial Business.

All residents of Sask. need to ask their Government 
MLA, was “Moe’s Bucks for Pucks” the best use of 4 
million dollars at this time?

- Micheal Halyk, Melville

Letter to the Editor - Is Moe’s $4 million bailout right?

  

“Working Together... to Grow Melville

Mayor’s Corner
On my Mainstreet GX radio 

commentary, I made reference 
to January 1st, New Years’ Day 
noting the bright, sunny and 
calmness we experienced, with the 
hope that this day would serve as 
a possible predictor of a promising 
year ahead.

As we enter the tenth month 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
long for the day that we may once 
again return to gatherings of fam-
ily and friends, to carefree travel, 

to the addition of new life experiences, to seeking 
new opportunities.

For the first time during my terms on council, 
we were able to approve our budgeting process 
prior to December 31 of our current year. This 
achievement enables our team to move quickly 
on projects to be initiated through early tender-
ing and utilizing our winter season to lay out 
detailed plans for the construction season. Our 
2.11 per cent budget increase is very much in line 
with other cities and allows us to move forward 
through diligent prioritization of required proj-
ects. 

When I speak of priorities, the Lift Station #1 
has been on our replacement list for the last four 
years – this we hope to attend to with an overall 
cost of $3.2 million. The landfill redesign at $2.55 
million is also part of our 2021 budget. Swim pool 
completion, paving some city streets and placing 
1.29 per cent into our reserves all form part of 
our development plan for our city this year. 

With respect to the many activities and events 
our community has been involved in or hosted in 
the past, COVID-19 has limited these occurrences 
to a crawl. Many of us must respond to our work 
responsibilities but these work situations have 
greatly changed. Thank you for your persever-
ance and fortitude as we wait for the day when 
this pandemic ends.

Hats off to MCS Principal Brandon Needham 
who was recently recognized for his influence 
and guidance in reconciliation education.

Did you know that the Opera House Audito-
rium on the third floor of City Hall is regarded as 
one of the finest 100 year old concert halls in Sas-
katchewan because of its superb acoustics?

Walter Streelasky, Mayor of Melville

STREELASKY

FN and Métis hold pipe ceremony for COVID victims



Wellness, Beauty and Holistic
Directory

• Hearing Tests • Hearing Aids 
• Repairs • Batteries

• Custom Molds

Phone: 306-782-1793
www.yorktonhearing.comJacquie Mvula

M.S., R.  Aud. 

Yorkton Hearing Services
#18 First Avenue North, Yorkton, Sask. S3N 1J4

Your ears deserve an audiologist!

2130B Broad Street, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 1Y5

306-352-2552
CALL COLLECT

“Doing a smiling business for over a decade and a half”

Tru-Fit Denture Clinic
For all your denture needs:

Simply Divine
306-730-5748

508-7th Ave. West,

Melville, SK

PERSONAL CARE HOME

Corinne Pauliuk - Owner/Operator

306.699.2548
website: carehomes.ca/homes/sunrise-country-haven/

Located on acreage between McLean & Qu’Appelle

Private bedrooms/bathrooms for 
Singles and Couples.

Tammy Oryschak
306-720-0789

Online:
mytiber.com/tammyoryschak

Facebook:
Tiber River with Tammy Oryschak
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Sgt. Travis Adams
Melville / Ituna Detachment

Reporting period: Jan. 13 to Jan. 20
Melville and Ituna detachments dealt 

with 56 occurrences over the past week.
Traffic

During this time, Melville and Ituna 
detachments responded to 29 reported oc-
currences or traffic stops that resulted in 
5 Charges and 17 Warnings.

RCMP responded to three collisions 
involving wildlife and three other colli-
sions in Melville and Ituna area during 
and after the windstorm.

Mischief / Theft / Impaired / Fraud
RCMP responded to assist Ituna Fire 

Department that was dispatched to a 
structure fire in Ituna. No entrapment, 
no injuries.

A person contacted the RCMP regard-

ing a possible fraud from over 15 years 
ago. RCMP continue to investigate. 

Another person contacted the RCMP 
to report being defrauded of over $6,000 
by someone in the United States. RCMP 
continue to investigate.

Complainant contacted the RCMP to 
report that someone on Facebook had 
posted puppies for sale and that they can 
be picked up at their business. RCMP 
continue to investigate.

RCMP checked conditions on two 
other individuals on conditions. Breach 
charges completed and Warrants for ar-
rest sworn.

If you have information related to 
these mischiefs, thefts, or frauds please 
contact your local RCMP Detachment, 
call 310-RCMP for immediate response, 
or you can call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS (8477).

RCMP investigate fraud reports

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

It has been one year 
since Cowessess First Na-
tion exercised its rights 
under Bill C-92 and in-
formed the Canadian Gov-
ernment that they would 
assume jurisdiction over 
its young citizens in foster 
care. Cowessess expects to 
have the necessary paper-
work finalized within the 
next few weeks and begin 
transferring guardianship 
of the children on April 1. 

Last year, First Nation 
members ratified a Child 

and Family Services Act 
known as the Miyo Pima-
tisowin Act. The title 
translates as “Striving for 
a Better Life” and the Act 
provides guidelines for 
child custody agreements, 
foster care licensing, and 
other relevant services. 

Cowessess First Nation 
continued to work dili-
gently after the Act was 
adopted. A Board of Direc-
tors was appointed for the 
Chief Red Bear Children’s 
Lodge (CRBCL), the 
agency established to im-
plement the Miyo Pimati-
sowin Act. Eva Coles, who 
has more than 30 years of 

experience working in so-
cial services, was hired as 
the CEO for CRBCL. 

Coles and her col-
leagues have spent the 
past several months col-
laborating with Indige-
nous Services Canada and 
Saskatchewan’s Ministry 
of Social Services to create 
a coordination agreement. 
This document is the first 
of its kind in Canada; it 
will include funding de-
tails and describe the 
process for transferring 
guardianship of children 
from the Saskatchewan 
government to Cowessess 
First Nation. Coles antic-

ipates the coordination 
agreement will be final-
ized shortly and said that 
April 1 is the target date 
to begin operations. She 
expects that it will take 
about one year for guard-
ianship to be transferred 
to Cowessess for the 90 
children currently in Sas-
katchewan foster care.

In addition to negotiat-
ing a coordination agree-
ment with the provincial 
and federal governments, 
a key element at this 
stage is creating a stra-
tegic plan. This includes 
significant community en-
gagement through online 
discussions and mail-in 
surveys. 

“Cowessess is starting 
from scratch; we’re tak-
ing a lot of steps that have 
never been taken before,” 
Coles explained. “They’re 
not inheriting any child 
welfare services that al-
ready exist so everything 
will be the Cowessess 
way.”

Important values for 
Cowessess people are re-
flected in the Miyo Pima-
tisowim Act’s emphasis 
on maintaining family 
and cultural connections. 
Approximately one-third 
of the children in care 
are already living with 
relatives but CRBCL will 
strive to reunite families 
when possible and to re-
store a sense of cultural 
identity for the children. 
Coles says this will pro-
vide children with a sense 
of belonging and pride in 

their identity, and also 
lead to healing for the 
community. However, 
she said that staff from 
CRBCL would review in-
dividual situations to de-
termine what is best for 
each child. “We won’t be 
moving children if it’s not 
necessary,” Coles stated. 
“If people are happy and 
healthy, and they just 
need some extra things, 
we’ll add to that plan – we 
won’t take away from it.”

The Miyo Pimatisowin 
Act carries the same 
weight as a federal act, 

so it will allow Cowes-
sess to provide services 
to citizens in other prov-
inces. Once CRBCL has 
become well established
on the Cowessess reserve, 
they plan to expand to Al-
berta, British Columbia
and Manitoba where they 
have identified a major-
ity of band members to 
be living and accessing
social services. “We will
spread out sort of like
sunshine, all our rays will 
start going out and touch-
ing on citizens all over!” 
Coles enthused. 

Cowessess Child Services Act to be finalized in coming weeks
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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

A number of local organizations received funding in 
the latest round of charitable gaming grants. Approxi-
mately $1.3 million is being provided to Saskatchewan 
groups and organizations that conduct charitable gam-
ing fundraisers.

“Our government is pleased to support the volun-
teers of our province who continue to make a differ-
ence in their communities,” Minister Responsible for 
Saskatchewan Liquor and Gaming Authority Jim Re-
iter said. “The charitable gaming grant program pro-
vides extra dollars that help these groups deliver their 
services in a variety of important sectors including 
public service, emergency services, health care and 
recreation.”

Among the grants provided by Saskatchewan Li-
quor and Gaming Authority during the past six 
months: Balcarres Lions and Lioness Club received 
$3,365; Dysart Community Fundraising Committee and 
Knights of Columbus groups received a combined $221; 
Esterhazy’s Parkland Atom Fire team and the Legion 
#249 together got $142; Indian Head Minor Hockey got 
$131; four groups in Ituna (Pioneer Health Care Cen-
tre, Sports Association, St. Stanislaus Parish Council 
and Sunshine Friendship Club) together got $379; Mel-

ville’s Heritage Museum, Melville IP Minor Hockey, 
Melville Senior Citizens Inc. together got $571; Wapella 
Community Development Society and the Silverwood 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre got $371 combined.

A grant equal to 25 per cent of net proceeds raised 
through licensed charitable gaming (bingo, raffles, 
break-open ticket sales, Texas Hold ‘em poker and 
Monte Carlo events) is paid quarterly to groups and 
organizations that conduct these events. Saskatche-
wan Liquor and Gaming Authority calculates grant 
payments when groups and organizations submit their 
charitable gaming reports.

In Thunder Bay, there was at least one com-
plaint that the Knights of Columbus-supported na-
tivity scene does not belong on city property. 
The most iconic symbol of Christmas was not put 
up or supported by city government. It was simply 
a matter of permission to place the creche where 
it has been located for 65 years. For one man, the 
display represents a violation of the clear line that 
should exist between religion and government. 
The complainant said the display is not ‘secular’. 
“When the city crosses the line and endorses one 
religious belief over another, that’s called exclu-
sivity, it’s called bias, it’s called supremacy… This 
is not democracy.” 

In Kansas City, Kan., investigators pieced to-
gether a complex motorcycle incident. A biker had 
been street racing, lost control, and wrecked. The 
impact caused the biker’s concealed pistol to 
discharge, shooting him in the hip. Then he was 
hit by a passing car, which fled the scene. The 
biker was hospitalized in “critical 
but non-life-threatening” condi-
tion. Oh, yeah, because he is 
a convicted felon, he will be 
charged for having the gun 
and a large bag of meth. 

*A Philadelphia woman 
looking for love on the dating 
app Hinge says she was 
stunned to find out that 
her “most compatible” 
match is her brother. 
TikTok star Brooke Aver-
ick, AKA LadyEfron, shared 
a video of her hilarious reaction to the incestu-
ous suggestion on US Thanksgiving Day. She did 
have some fun with the situation, reporting that 
she would spend Thanksgiving with her ‘match’, 
before revealing it was her brother and that they 
will file a lawsuit against Hinge.

Two suspects are in custody after the surveil-
lance cameras they stole ratted them out. A 
man and a woman, both from Brooks, AB, are ac-
cused of stealing several items, including wireless 
security cameras, from a residence. A few days 
after the break-and-enter, the victim received an 
email: the cameras were on and sending images of 
the suspected thieves. It seems that the suspects 
were unaware of the cameras’ ability to send noti-
fications to the victim. A 39-year-old female and a 
59-year-old male have been charged.

A man is on the run from Ecuador police after 
allegedly killing his wife and using superglue to 
piece the top of her head back together to hide 
the horrific injuries from her family and the au-
thorities. It appears that Luis Hermida bludgeoned 
his partner Lisbeth Baquerizo, 30, four days before 
Christmas. He says he notified the woman’s par-
ents immediately but by the time they got there a 
coffin was already in the house. The parents were 
told the woman died after falling down the stairs. 
It took a while to piece it all together but a war-
rant was issued for Hermida, who fled town.

People living in Italy’s COVID-19 “Red Zones” 
are only allowed outside their homes for walks 
or bicycle rides “near” their homes, but the 
allowed distance is not actually specified in the 
order. After an argument with his wife, one resi-
dent stormed out to “clear his head” with a walk. 
Police finally found him a week later 450 km to 
the south. The unnamed 48-year-old clocked more 
than 60 km a day, and depended on the kindness 
of strangers for food and a place to sleep. Police 
in Fano called his wife to come get him, and pay 
a 400 euro (US$480) fine for violating the town’s 
curfew. 

This would have been frightening. In upstate 
New York, a snowplow buried a car under four 
feet of snow, trapping an occupant for 10 hours. 
Authorities received a series of 911 calls from 
Kevin Kresen, who told them he’d run off the road 
in Owego during the bad snowstorm. New York 
State Sgt. Jason Cawley wouldn’t give up and pur-
sued these unanswered emergency calls. Cawley 
pulled over when he saw what he thought were 
mailboxes peeking out from under the snow. While 
digging, he hit the windshield of a car. After 10 
hours without heat, Kresen was treated for frost-
bite and hypothermia.

Most of you remember the name John Wayne 
Bobbitt, whose ex-wife Lorena sliced off his penis 
while he slept. Thirty years later, Bobbitt has 
had two toes amputated on his right foot amid a 
gruesome series of health woes. His big toe was 
taken because a callous grew and the bone became 
infected. Then, because the neighbouring toe frac-
tured because of the extra pressure, he lost the 
second digit. He may yet lose an entire foot after 
battling persistent infections that have killed the 
bone after a construction accident (stepping on a 
nail in 2013).

Until next time… keep reading between the 
lines… 

Melville Community Works
• Thrift Shop open  -  Tuesday and Thursday 12 - 4 p.m.

• Gift Shop open  -  Tuesday and Thursday 1 - 3 p.m.

• Kidsville opening to be determined

• Canadian Mental Health Association -  Melville Branch
  - Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month 7 p.m.

• Magic Moments Playschool is currently full and accepting names for 

the 2020 - 2021 school year wait list. Please contact Chantel Fahlman 

for more info at 306-730-6272 or via Facebook messenger.
Sponsored by Prairie Co-op

 www.prairiecoop.com
 www.facebook.com/prairiecoopretail

RE-OPENED 
TO THE PUBLIC!
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Mental health first aid course
hosted online from Broadview

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Broadview has been chosen to host a free mental 
health first aid course, sponsored through the Do More 
Ag Community Fund. The course is online at eventbrite.
ca and is available to anyone on or off Facebook.

While the course is not until Feb. 15 and Feb. 16, the 
community leaders, Jocelyn Velestuk and Astrid Van 
T’ Westeinde, both mixed farmers near Broadview, say 
if you would like to register, please try to do so before 
Sunday, Jan. 24.

The course is 1 day in duration but being held over 
Feb. 15 and Feb. 16 from 9 a.m. – 12 noon CST. Informa-
tion can be seen on the Broadview and Area Commu-
nity Events Facebook page.

“We have applied to the Community Fund that pro-
vides the course for three years and were finally chosen 
this year,” Jocelyn Velestruk told Grasslands News. Ve-
lestuk has both personal and career interests that drive 
her to promote the importance of mental wellness. 

“That winter of 2019 when we had crop out over 
winter and were also operating our mixed farm, it was 
tough,” Velestuk relayed as an example. “I’ve talked 
with others, with different generations as I’m also an 
agronomist and I know it is hard for people to share 
some of their feelings at times. We need to work to-
gether to help others that may be struggling and let 
them know that where they may be with their mental 
health issue at any time may not always be that way.”  

The Community Fund for Mental Health education 
is proudly presented by Farm Credit Canada and sup-
ported by every Do More Ag partner as well as many 
local businesses! 

The Fund was created to provide agriculture com-
munities across Canada with access to mental health 
education and literacy at no cost. They feel it is so im-
portant that agriculture communities across Canada 
begin learning the tools to begin supporting themselves 
and one another through not only mental health crisis, 
but also at mental wellbeing. 

The Do More Ag Foundation promotes Talk More. 
Ask More. Listen More.

They envision a culture in Agriculture where all pro-
ducers are encouraged, empowered and supported to 
take care of their mental wellbeing.

“Often as a family member, friend or neighbor, we 

don’t know how to recognize the feelings others may be 
experiencing, or the degree of mental illness they may 
be dealing with at that time and we often don’t know 
what to say to them to support them or how we can help 
them,” Velestuk confirmed.

Being in rural areas often leads to more isolation 
and of course, everyone is isolated to some degree at 
present. This is a free course that requires no travel, 
gives you the opportunity to listen from your own home 
as well as the ease of taking part in the whole course or 
listening to only what you want. 

“We need to understand where we are at right now 
with our mental health and take advantage of resources 
to keep well or to help make us well,” Velestuk added. 

Do More Ag is helping to realize this culture in agri-
culture by creating awareness about mental health and 
breaking the stigma that currently exists while building 
a community of support and resources for those im-
pacted and affected. They will help all producers realize 
they are not alone and they have an entire industry 
behind them. 

How can you Do More? Sometimes it’s as easy as 
being able to Talk More, Ask More and Listen More.

Forty per cent of producers across Canada reported 
that they would feel uneasy about seeking professional 
help due to what people may think.

Results from the National Survey of Farmer Mental 
Health, involving 1,100 producers from across Canada, 
conducted by Dr. Andria Jones-Bitton at the University 
of Guelph, showed thirty five percent of producers met 
the criteria for Depression classification, 45 per cent of 
producers were classified as having High Stress and 58 
per cent percent of producers met the criteria for Anx-
iety classification.

The Do More Agriculture Foundation is not intended 
to be a substitute for professional medical advice, di-
agnosis, or treatment. If you are in crisis, please visit 
your local emergency department or call 911.

Anyone can register for this course whether farmers 
or friends or people who are interested in improving 
their wellbeing. 

Visit www.domore.ag for information that is avail-
able to support mental wellbeing for anyone through Do 
More Ag. “We can all get better but we need to learn the 
tools to deal with things when we are not at our best,” 
Velestuk added. “This course is a very minimal time 
commitment for the benefit of our family and friends.” 

Local organizations receive grant money



By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Nothing compares 
to nature’s beauty or to 
the adventures one finds 
when enjoying the great 
outdoors.

Jenn Adams discov-
ered this at a young age, 
growing up as a farm kid. 
“There was always some-
thing to explore,” she 
says, and she continues 
her interest in the out-
doors every season, only 
now with friends and 
family joining her in her 
adventures.

Jenn and her husband 
Troy and their two chil-
dren, Tye and Kaili, can 
often be seen heading out 
by car or by motorcy-
cle for an afternoon trek 
or a sightseeing ride on 
their motorcycles when 
weather permits.

Many of nature’s hid-
den beauties have been 
found when they take a 
break from their vehi-
cle, while on a long and 
often no so long road trip, 
is needed. Some of the 
breaks often require a bit 
of convincing by mom but 
ultimately result in satis-
faction. 

Maryn Liles captures it 
all on her page of nature’s 
quotes:  “From spring‘s 
hopeful new blooms and 
fall’s exquisite array of 
colors to winter’s magic 
and summer’s energy, 
each season abounds with 
different types of natural 
beauty to explore and ad-
mire.”

“I love hiking,” Jenn 
Adams told Grasslands 
News. By acquiring snow-
shoes about 15 years ago, 
the challenges became 
unlimited as new ad-
ventures in new seasons 
were added to the hiking 
expeditions that she has 
always enjoyed.

Close to home, Kenosee 
Park has Peninsula Trail, 
Beaver Trail that con-
nects to Youell, and Birch 
Forest Trail, to name a 
few of the Adams’ desti-
nations. 

“Bear Creek, located 
between Rocanville and 
Tantallon, and the Qu’Ap-
pelle Valley are our local 
go-to places every win-
ter,” says Jenn, “but 
we have been fortunate 
to snowshoe in places 
like around Kimberly, 
BC where a background 
of mountains provided 
amazing scenery along 
with the adventure.

“As long as you stay 
moving you stay warm. 
In fact, my daughter and I 
found ourselves quite mo-
tivated to move (and kept 
quite warm) when, on one 
hike, we were serenaded 
by multiple coyotes on 
one very cold winter day,” 
added Adams, with her 
usual sense of humour. 
“My daughter didn’t ap-
preciate my humor in the 
moment though when I 
told her that she was my 
bait to get out if things 
went sideways! We were 
almost to the tunnel at 
Bear Creek when that 
happened.”

Her son enjoyed one of 
their trips on show shoes 
up the Qu’Appelle prob-
ably more than that trip 
of his sister’s, as they sat 
on the top of the valley, 
eating an early supper of 
dehydrated spaghetti that 
was brought back to life 
with their little Jetboil.

“Nothing like sitting 
up at the top in a snow 
bank and feeling like we 
had the entire valley to 
ourselves,” said Adams.

Besides the snowshoe-
ing, Kenosee has groomed 
cross-country ski trails 
throughout Fish Creek 
campground and also 
at Little Kenosee, says 
Adams,  adding to use the 
turnoff at the riding sta-
bles. 

“South of Rocanville, 
there are also groomed 
cross-country ski trails 
that are well sheltered; 
we have tried those ones 
and really enjoyed them.”

“Whitewood also has 
a new snowshoeing and 
walking trail right close 
to home,” Adams adds. 

For those wanting to 
get into hiking or just try 
new trails, Adams sug-
gests if you don’t have the 
All Trails App, she highly 
recommends it. 

Some spur of the mo-
ment trips for the Adams 
from searches on the App 
have included hikes in 
Billings, Montana; at Mar-
ble Canyon in BC; Rush-
ing River campground in 
Ontario, and Heart Creek 
Trail just outside of Can-
more, AB to name a few.

“I have a friend that 
solidified my love for 
mountains,” says Jenn. 

“In 2016 she took a 
handful of newbies hik-
ing to the summit of Mt. 
Yamnuska, located just 
east of Canmore. It is eas-
ily recognizable from the 
hi-way, and always brings 
a smile now when driv-
ing by. It was an amaz-
ing mountain experience 
for someone from the 
prairies. Several terrain 
changes from forest on 
the lower half, to rocky 
pathways, breaks in the 
tree line, climbing up and 
through the chimney, 
crossing and descending 
the chains sections, going 
up the scramble and get-
ting to the summit. Pho-
tos simply don’t do it 
justice.

“Two scree sections 
and a test of my pack and 
hiking pants on the way 
down were a true test 
when I lost my footing 
and started sliding down 
the scree slope. A flash of 
panic before I somehow 

flipped over from my back 
to my stomach so I could 
dig my boots and hands 
into the cascading loose 
rock to come to a stop. My 
heart was hammering in 
my throat! The two people 
ahead of me were sure I 
wouldn’t stop and would 
wipe them out, and the 
three people behind me 
that were waiting for me 
to clear the scree thought 
I was going over the edge; 
everyone had a different 
vantage point and appar-
ently none looked great.  
Skinned my hands and 
knees, and one tiny tear 
on the pocket of my pants. 
Overall, nothing but a 
great memory.”

“The next summer 
we went up Ha Ling 
Trail to Miners Peak. 
There are some stunning 
views along the way. I 
have since convinced 
my daughter to hike up 
with me. To each other’s 
surprise, neither of us 
pushed the other off the 
top.” 

Grassi Lakes Trail, 
and Johnston Canyon 
are also very beautiful, 
all in the Canmore area, 
Adams commented for 
those looking for holiday 
destinations.  

A good day pack with 
hip belt and chest strap, 
a solid pair of over the 
ankle hiking boots with a 
vibrant sole, and a light-
weight set of trekking 
poles are a great invest-
ment, worth every penny, 
Adams confirmed. From 
those pieces she has con-
tinued to build her hiking 
essentials and use them 
in the mountains and on 
the prairies year round.

“This past summer we 
did a backpacking trip 
to Grey Owls cabin. It’s 
approximately 42 km in 
and out. It was a bucket 
list adventure, and a huge 
learning experience,” said 
Adams.

“There are four camp-
sites along the trail, and 
also access from the water 
for people paddling the 
route as well. It was our 
first time using the bear 
caches at the campsites. 
These are man-made plat-
forms used to store all 
food or scented attrac-
tants, accessed by an ex-
tension ladder that must 
be laid flat after stowing 
your food when cooking 
is finished. 

“Stunning sunrises 
over the lake, and also on 
the first morning, I expe-
rienced my very first bear 
encounter after we broke 
camp and were down the 
trail. Things I learned – 1. 

Bear spray stays with the 
person, not in the pack. 2. 
A package of wet wipes 
can be used as a noise 
maker when that’s all 
you have in your hands 
as you exit the pit toilet. 
3. Yelling “Hey bear, I see 
you bear; hey guys, there 
is a bear!” was effective in 
moving the bear along the 
trail that had been in be-
tween myself and the rest 
of my little crew behind 
me. 4. Wet wipes come in 
handy for post bear en-
counters as well,” Adams 
laughs now while sharing 
her story well past the 
days of her experience.

She continued sharing 
how the trek in and out 
was challenging on this 
adventure. “My blisters 
had blisters. The take-
away? Moleskin has since 
been added to the first aid 
kit; more frequent stops 
to change socks would 
have been smarter; trek-
king poles saved me (not 
from the bear); a gravity 
water purifier is on the 
‘to acquire’ list. We are 
currently considering 
kayaking it next, if we 
can secure everything 
we need onto our kayaks 
without sinking them! 
Adding dry bags to the 
list!”

Kayaking is something 
the family has taken up 
in the last 4 years and 
they have found that they 
all really enjoy this. This 
past summer they did a 
few ‘day’ paddles. Again, 
lessons were learned. 

“Pipestone Creek has 
electric fences that cross 
in various spots and it’s 
a good bet that at least 
1 in 4 of those fences is 

live.  My husband found 
out the hard way. Water 
and electricity makes an 
interesting sound,” Jenn 
added, again showing her 
humour.

A 17 km. paddle down 
part of the Qu’Appelle 
River with friends was 
another day. Lots of 
wildlife – bald eagles, 
vultures, turtles, beaver, 
and one slightly annoyed 
llama.

Many days have been 
enjoyed bobbing around 
Little Kenosee, Round 
Lake and Crooked Lake 
as well. 

“With the lakes and 
valleys that surround 
us here, there is always 
somewhere beautiful to 
explore.  Get outside and 
see something,” Adams 
advises.

All of the seasons and 
all of the destinations 

and adventures of enjoy-
ing the outdoors, as the 
Adams family does, can 
be summed up in this
quote by John Muir of 
Our National Parks – “Na-
ture’s peace will flow into
you as sunshine flows 
into trees. The winds will 
blow their own freshness 
into you, and the storms
their energy, while cares
will drop off like autumn
leaves.” 

The great outdoors is
everywhere. Take a walk,
try a hike or enjoy time 
with your family and 
friends in the great out-
doors. One bonfire will 
bring out many storytell-
ers for everyone to enjoy! 

And if you haven’t had
an adventure yet, invite 
the Adams to share one
of their stories. They are 
also lovers of campfires!
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Need an apprasial
on assets?

Give our
Sales Manager,
Trent Guenther,

a call today
1-306-621-4739

www.yacauctions.com
Lic 325025

9-26c - Odd

Planning on Selling
Some Equipment or

having a Farm Auction?

On average Grasslands News’ website 
had 1055 visits PER DAY in 2020!
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INTERESTING FACT

Family explores and enjoys nature’s beauty

Family of explorers

them from getting out and having fun as they have used the time to explore 
and hike together throughout both the summer and winter months.
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Key safety tips for snowmobilers Try snowmobiling this winter
January 17 to 23 is Saskatchewan 
Snowmobile Safety Week, an occasion 
during which snowmobilers are remin-
ded about the importance of res-
ponsible riding. Here are seven tips for 
staying safe on the trails this winter.

1. Gear up. Always wear a helmet and 
dress for the weather.

2. Be prepared. Bring along a safety 
kit that includes fl ares, basic tools 
and fi rst-aid items.

3. Check your ride. Before heading 
out, make sure your snowmobile is 
tuned up and has enough gas and oil.

4. Remain on the trail. Most accidents 
occur when riders stray from marked 
trails and run into hazards.

5. Ride with a buddy. Don’t head out 
on your own, and tell another per-
son where you plan to go before 
you leave.

6. Avoid frozen lakes and rivers. Only 
ride on ice if it’s at least 25 centi-
metres thick.

7. Never drive impaired. Operating a 
snowmobile under the infl uence of 
alcohol or drugs is both dangerous 
and illegal.

Lastly, consider taking a snowmobile 
safety course, especially if you’re a be-
ginner. This will help you stay safe on 
your snowmobile and learn the local 
rules and regulations.

If you’ve never been snowmobiling, you 
don’t know what you’re missing. Here 
are fi ve reasons to give it a try.

1. It’s safe and easy. You shouldn’t be 
intimidated by the idea of riding a 
snowmobile. With the right safety 
precautions and proper instructions, 
snowmobiling is a safe activity for 
kids and adults alike.

2. It’s a great group activity. Snow-
mobiling is even more enjoyable 
when done with family or friends. 
Undertaking the adventure together 
is a great way to bond and create 
lasting memories. 

3. It lets you connect with nature. 
There’s something special about ex-
ploring hills, fi elds and forests when 

they’re blanketed in virgin snow. 
Snowmobiling allows you to expe-
rience nature like you’ve never seen 
it before. 

4. It lets you visit remote locations. 
You can cover large distances on a 
snowmobile and see picturesque 
landscapes that are far off the bea-
ten track. 

5. It’s peaceful. It’s true that some peo-
ple snowmobile to get an adrenaline 
rush. However, others take to the 
trails in order to be immersed in the 
quiet and calm of nature.

Finally, snowmobiling is simply fun. No 
matter what pace you go at, it’s a thrill 
to ride over snow-covered terrain on a 
brisk winter day.

SNOWMOBILE 
SAFETY WEEK

MORE SAFETY TIPS!
Do not use alcohol or drugs – 
before or during snowmobiling

snowmobiling gear

Keep your snowmobile properly maintained 

Ride with a buddy or with a group 

Inform someone where you are going and 
when you plan to return 

and survival skills 

Stay on the trail, respect wildlife and our 
landowners

Use common sense and keep a clear head!

January 17-23, 2021 is snowmobile safety week in Saskatchewan. With 
over 10,600km worth of trail to enjoy in the province, the Saskatchewan 
Snowmobile Association would like to remind you of a few key points:  

• You can register your snowmobile at any of the 350 Issuers across 
the province and with your $110 registration fee you will receive 
$200,000 third party liability. This means you have protection 
in case you cause property damage or injuries to someone else.  

• It’s important that you know where to go while snowmobiling. Clubs 
work closely with landowners to ensure permissions are obtained, 
which allow snowmobile trails to cross their property. Any and 

been obtained from the landowner, so if you don’t know, don’t go.  

• During the pandemic, and following proper COVID regulations, we 
ask that you wear a mask and sanitize when necessary. Gathering 
sizes inside and outside of the shelters as well as on the trails can-
not exceed the current Public Health Orders. Please keep a physical 
distance of at least 2 metres between households and masks must 
be worn. The shelters are not subject to scheduled disinfection so no 
gatherings of any size in any shelter beyond immediate households. 

• Safety goes a long way to ensure that snowmobilers have a safe ride. 
This means starting with basic knowledge from taking a snowmobile 

that you are able to take from the convenience of your own home. 
The course is available 365 days a year, at any time of the day, for 
students aged 12 and up. Did you know that it is required for any-

have a valid driver’s license?  Visit Sasksnow.com for more info
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Wood sculptures.
Acclaimed wood carver Doug Lingelbach at work with his chainsaw carving  two black poplar trees into 

-
ican and a bison.

ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Chainsaw 
artist sculpts 
Bay Avenue 
poplar trees 
Internationally known artists 

creating pelican and bison

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Fort Qu’Appelle is getting two new tourist attrac-
tions. And the public is anxiously watching them 
take shape on Bay Avenue.

The massive stumps of two black poplar trees 
in the yard in front of the Hansen-Ross House are 
being sculpted by internationally renowned chain-
saw craftsman Doug Lingelbach. Since he began 
work last week, passers-by have been delighted 
to see the shapes of a pelican and a bison emerge 
from the trees on Bay Avenue. The trees had to be 
chopped down last fall because they become un-
healthy and dangerous, with branches snapping off 
in the wind.

“Clients usually have something in mind, and I 
turn their ideas into my own vision,” Lingelbach 
told the Fort Times (Grasslands News) during a 
break. “I give the sculptures personalities of their 
own, so it’s a collaboration, a creation from my 
mind and the imagination of others turned into re-
ality.”

Lingelbach was commissioned by Connie Chap-
lain who wanted to promote artists during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “There is no government 
grant. I’ve put my own money where my heart is,” 
she said. “I believe it is the right thing to do, and 
I hope it will encourage the public to support our 
amazing local artists.”

Lingelbach said he was eager to return to his 
boyhood roots to work on the project in Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle. His grandparents once lived in the town. His 
grandfather Gustav, was an artist who first taught 
him how to carve. “He took me by the hand and 
inspired me to take up tree art when I was around 
seven years old,” Lingelbach told the Times. “My 
grandparents lived a half a block away from where 
I’m working now. That’s pretty cool. I have so much 
memory here. I still have lots of cousins in Fort 
Qu’Appelle.”

He’s an arborist, “a tree jumper” by profession 
who honed his craft with wood carver George Kosh 
and “jumped around a bit,” before becoming a full 
time “Tree Man” 29 years ago. His pieces are in 
collections around the world. In winter, he travels 
across the country as an ice sculptor. His creations 
in ice have ranged from a dragon to a First Nations 
Chief to a 4,000 pound carving of a prehistoric fish.

He’s named the bison he’s carving “Big Thun-
der,” and calls the pelican “Grandfather” - the 
granddaddy of all pelicans. The Hansen-Ross house 
has a few pieces of his work for sale.
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By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Ron Shordee was first in 
line when the Farmers’ Mar-
ket opened in Fort Qu’Appelle 
on Saturday. He waited about 
40 minutes ahead of the anx-
ious crowd of shoppers that 
grew behind him. “I wanted 
to get here early. I have a lot 
of things to do,” he said, “I 
want to get the shopping out 
of the way first.” Shordee was 
among a steady stream of 
customers that flowed in one 
direction through the stalls 
when the market opened on 
Saturday after a six week 
delay. The market was also 
open for business again on 
Canada Day.

“It is such a blessing to see 
the market open again,” said 
Anne Stutak, a vendor with 
Kangro Gardening from York-
ton. “So many people were 
just happy to get out in the 
open again.” Kelvin Koo, an 
inspector with the Saskatch-
ewan Health Authority was 
impressed with the fenced-in 
operation and its crowd con-
trol. “It’s good, everything is 
good.” 

Elroy and Mary Ann Senft 
drove in from Lemberg for the 
day. “We were out for a drive, 
and stopped,” Mary Ann 
said.”This is such an excellent 
layout. We bought lots. Pies 
and poppy seed rolls. Elroy 
loves his sweets.”

There were 27 vendors on 
Saturday. The market was 
limited to two people per 
household; no one was al-
lowed to bag their own goods. 
Although there was some 
confusion in some peoples’ 
minds about the entrance and 
the exit gates, everything was 
clearly marked; there were 
directional signs on the grass 
and everything moved in an 
orderly fashion.

“We finally opened on a de-
cent weather day,” said mar-
ket manager Colleen Miller 
who estimated that more than 
300 people were present on 
opening day. “People don’t get 
to wander as much, but every-
one’s happy.” 

Linda Kletchko, with her 
husband, Greg, who sells St. 
Joseph’s honey said no one 
seemed inconvenienced. “It is 
such a great set-up; there have 
been a lot of people out. We’ve 
been very, very busy. Good 
weather, good crowds. It’s a 
nice combination.”

Farmers’ Market return met with excitement
Popular Fort Qu’Appelle event opens after 6-week delay due to COVID-19 pandemic

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Increasing levels of poisonous algae in 
Pasqua, Katepwa, Crooked and Round Lakes 
is raising cause for some concern according 
to Dr. Peter Leavitt, an environmental re-
search scientist at the University of Regina.

Leavitt and his team have been monitor-
ing the Qu’Appelle Watershed for the past 
decade and have found that the blue-green 
algae that appears as scum on the surface 
of the lakes now contains higher levels of 
microcystin than before. Unchecked, the 
chemical can pollute drinking water and 
water used for irrigation. The study did not 
include Echo or Mission Lakes, but Leavitt 
says the results in those two lakes would 
follow the same pattern.

“The levels come and go. The algae blows 
around in the lakes, so you can have bad 
weeks and good weeks. But algae likes warm 
weather. As the result of climate change, 
warming temperatures have contributed 
to levels of toxicity which we now believe 

pose a public health risk. This is a warn-
ing,” he told the Times in a telephone inter-
view from Ireland where he is in COVID-19 
isolation. 

Biologist Nicole Hayes, who co-authored 
the study with Leavitt says that the levels 
of toxic contamination now come earlier 
and are more intense than before and that 
urban growth and intensive industrial and 
agricultural activities have contributed to 
the problem. 

 An analysis of samples from 100 lakes 
in Southern Saskatchewan revealed that at 
least 40 per cent have levels of microcys-
tin pollution that make drinking the water 
moderately unsafe and the dirty water in 
two per cent of them present a high risk.

 Leavitt says that for the moment the 
algae is more dangerous to cattle than to 
humans, because people don’t normally 
drink water from a lake or a dugout. “It’s 
like smoking a cigarette, one cigarette won’t 
hurt you, but there is a health risk from 
prolonged use.” 

The study was welcomed by Pasqua First 

Nation which draws its water from the Hat-
field Aquifer near Pasqua Lake. “If the lake
waters are a tributary to the aquifer, then
the aquifer would be impacted,” said Pasqua
First Nation Chief Todd Peigan. “There is a
more in depth study that has to be done.

The Saskatchewan Watershed Author-
ity, which is responsible for managing
water supplies, says it hasn’t had time to go
through the report or understand its impli-
cations yet.

“As you can imagine, there is quite a
bit to work through,” said Patrick Boyle. 
“These organisms are typically higher in 
the summer, and some lakes experience 
more algae bloom than others. The lakes
have been naturally nutrient rich even 
before major settlements in Saskatchewan
were established.” He says the advanced 
technology in water treatment plants has
ensured that tap water is safe to drink.

The Town of Fort Qu’Appelle gets its 
water from an evaporation lagoon where no 
wastewater is discharged into the Qu’Ap-
pelle River.

Worrisome water study for local lakes
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O’Toole ahead, Lewis gaining for Conservative leader
By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Erin O’Toole appears to have 
the edge among Saskatchewan’s 
voting delegates in the race to 
replace Andrew Scheer as Con-
servative party leader.

But there are indications 
that Jamaican born Toronto 
lawyer, Leslyn Lewis, is gain-
ing support among voting del-
egates in the province. Both 
Lewis and O’Toole, the MP from 
Durham, Ont., have outpaced 
the perceived front-runner, 
Peter MacKay in fundraising in 
Saskatchewan.

O’Toole was briefly a cabinet 
minister when Stephen Harper 
was prime minister. In a brief 
stop over in the province, 
O’Toole said even though he is 
not from the west, he has served 
and lived in all parts of Canada 
when he was in the Royal Cana-
dian Air Force. “That gives me 
a perspective. I’m a lawyer as 
well. In the private sector, I’ve 
worked on a deal related to the 
Potash Corporation. I under-
stand the resource economy, I 
worked in the oil and gas indus-

try as a legal analyst. I under-
stand the resource economy,” 
he said.” 

Souris Moose-Mountain 
MP Robert Kitchen supported 
O’Toole in the last leadership 
race, in which he finished third, 
and is backing him again. ”He 
fully understands that we in the 
west, with our agricultural and 
energy sectors, are the back-
bone of the country,” Kitchen 
told Grasslands News in an in-
terview. “Because of Covid he 
hasn’t been out here campaign-
ing, but a lot of my support goes 
back to his experience as an MP 
and his military background.” 

O’Toole is also supported 
by Regina Lewvan MP Warren 
Steinley who insists that he is 
the best candidate to get the 
conservative message out.

Yorkton Melville MP Cathay 
Wagantall is one of three Sas-
katchewan MP’s supporting 
Leslyn Lewis. Wagantall says 
she admires Lewis’ “vibrant 
character,” and describes her 
as “wise, articulate, direct, 
truthful, and transparent. I’m 
just really impressed with her 
ability to stand strong on any 
debate.” Lewis also has the 

support of Battlefords-Lloyd-
minster MP Rosemarie Falk. 
Falk said she  supports Lewis 
“for her common sense,” and 
because, unlike the other can-
didates, she has “no baggage” 
and brings to the party a clean 
slate; “no baggage, nothing that 
could be used against her in a 
campaign.

 Jeremy Patzer, the MP for 
Cypress Hills-Grasslands is also 
a Lewis supporter. They argue 
that Lewis could expand the 
base of the party and change its 
right-wing, white-male image 
and become more inclusive. 

Many in Saskatchewan have 
not forgiven Peter MacKay for 
having helped to undermine 
Andrew Scheer’s leadership 

during the last election. Crit-
ics claim MacKay sat out the 
campaign and did Scheer no 
favours by complaining that 
the opposition leader failed to 
inspire voters. “He missed the 
open net on a breakaway,” 
MacKay famously quipped. 
MacKay supporters say that in 
spite of those remarks, the for-
mer Progressive-Conservative 
leader from Nova Scotia has the 
high national recognition factor 
needed to defeat Trudeau. 

Prince Albert MP Randy 
Hoback, one of MacKay’s cam-
paign chairs, says a high profile 
candidate is needed if conserva-
tives are to win the next elec-
tion. “You have to look at a 
variety of things, including Pe-
ter’s political experience,” says 
Hoback. MacKay is also sup-
ported by Saskatoon MP’s Brad 
Redekopp, and Corey Tochor 
and Churchill River’s Gary 
Vidal.

Andrew Scheer hasn’t en-
dorsed any of the candidates 
lined up to replace him. He has 
made it obvious that he is not 
impressed with any of them. 
“I was expecting more candi-
dates, a field of publicly recog-

nized candidates, better than
those who have announced,” 
he toldGrasslands. There are 
voters who remain loyal Scheer
supporters. “I like Andrew. He’s
a nice guy,” said Petri Keppo.
“Conservatives need a fighter, 
someone with a passionate soul. 
Who is that conservative?”

With Andrew Scheer as 
leader, the conservatives won
all 14 seats in the province 
collecting 64 per cent of the 
popular vote. The most recent
poll tracking suggests that no 
matter who the conservatives 
choose, the new leader has a 
challenge ahead. Conservative
poll numbers have slipped 21
percentage points to 43 per cent 
in Saskatchewan since the last 
election. The Liberals are up 20
points from the 11 per cent they
managed to collect in the prov-
ince in 2019. If an election were 
held today, Liberals could win 
one or two seats in Saskatche-
wan and the NDP one.

Ballots for the conservative 
race have to be mailed in by 
August 21, with the results ex-
pected to be announced before
Labour Day in September.

O’TOOLE LEWIS

Sandcastle building
Clint Tholl builds a sand castle with his daughter Kenna on the beach at Katepwa. The beach was packed with vacationers who soaked in the rays as 
they kept their distance on the holiday weekend.

ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Duraline medical prod-
ucts has abandoned its 
plans for a $400,000 ex-
pansion of its operations 
on its present site in Fort 
Qu’Appelle. Its building 
on Second Avenue is up 
for sale, and Duraline’s 
chief executive officer, 
Randy Jones says the 
company is considering 
its options, one of which 
includes pulling out of 
town. 

When Duraline set up 
shop at its present loca-
tion 11 years ago, zon-
ing bylaws in place at 
the time allowed for the 
planned expansion. But 
after the floods of 2011, 
Community Planning 
changed the rules and 
designated the land be-
hind the Duraline build-
ing and the river bank 
as a passive community 
service district, which 
prohibits the proposed 
addition.

Mayor Jerry Whiting 
told council he wasn’t 
about to speculate “one 
way or another” as to 
why Duraline pulled 
out of public hearings 
called last week to hear 
concerns over proposed 
amendments to the zon-
ing bylaw. He insisted, 
however, that the town 
had handled Duraline’s 

file by the book and it did 
not have the necessary 
“legal opinions in terms 
of liability” to allow the 
project to go ahead.

“The mayor knows 
full well why we didn’t 
appear,” Jones told the 
Grasslands News. “Our 
building wasn’t touched 
by the floods in 2011. In 
2018 we were given the 
impression we could ex-
pand if we did a couple 

of things. If the Chief Ad-
ministration Officer back 
then had told us that we 
couldn’t build, we would 
have sat where we are 
and figured something 
out. Only after we did the 
spot elevation charts that 
the CAO said the town re-
quired, were we told that 
we were in a flood zone, 
which we weren’t told 
about at the beginning.”

Jones said his com-
pany has had to deal with 
four CAO’s, all of whom 
subsequently led him to 
believe Duraline would 
be able to go ahead with 

its plans. “The last CAO 
told us to have every-
thing ready to go by the 
end of March. We agreed 
to accept all liability,” 
said Jones. Council had 
given first reading to a 
bylaw which would have 
allowed construction to 
begin, but the legislation 
stalled. “We had hoped to 
start building by the end 
of March. We had hoped 
to see the restrictions re-
pealed. That has just be-
come too complicated.” 
said Jones.

Acclaimed three years 
ago by the Chamber of 
Commerce as the Fort’s 
Business of the Year, Du-
raline not only pays taxes 
on its own property, but 
on an adjacent easement 
that the town owns. 

“It makes me so sad 
to see that this has been 
abandoned,” Coun. Larry 
Shultz told Council. 
Shultz placed the blame 
for the imbroglio on the 
town’s former CAO Larry 
Davidson “who decided 
he was going to make 
the rules and sluffed it 
off to the provincial gov-
ernment. Council has the 
right to make decisions 
on these things, and I 
don’t think we made a 
very good job of it.”

Even though Duraline 
was a no-show at the 
public hearing, Schultz 
had hoped to proceed 
with second reading of 
the bylaw. “While the 
(Duraline) application 
has been withdrawn, 
some other development 
around the floodway is 
going to arise,” he rea-
soned. 

“Everyone was willing 
to go ahead with first, sec-
ond and third reading,” 
he said in a follow up in-
terview. “Can we address 
the matter now? Yes we 
can.” In theory, council 
can approve amendments 
to the bylaw, but it was 
reluctant to set a prece-
dent that would apply to 
other developments in the 
area before a new map of 
flood zones and floodways 
is completed.
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Duraline abandons 
its expansion plans

Complications with town cited as reason

“In 2018 we were given 
the impression we could ex-
pand if we did a couple of 
things.” 

- Randy Jones, CEO Duraline CHRIS ASHFIELD | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

An extensive program of spot repairs 
to Fort Qu’Appelle’s plumbing system 
on Broadway Street began on Wednes-
day, but shovels won’t actually go in the 
ground until after Labour Day so as not 
to disrupt downtown merchants during 
the height of the tourist season.

“It is definitely going ahead. We are 
going to see work on Broadway this 
fall,” Chief Administration Officer Vic-
tor Goodman assured council. “The first 
weeks are project planning, so everyone 
can understand the timeline and what 
the nature of the project is. We are try-
ing to come up with as detailed a work 
schedule as we can to accommodate 
staff and vacation schedules. We will 
break ground in September and have it 
completed by the end of October.”

The town expects the infrastructure 
repairs to sanitary sewer lines to storm 
sewers, valves and hydrants to cost an 
estimated $590,000. It will be financed 
in part with a $291,000 grant from the 
Municipal Economic Enhancement Pro-

gram.
A full upgrade of the wastewater col-

lection system, fresh water distribution 
system and storm sewers would cost $7 
million. Ideally a complete refit should 
be done before next year when the prov-
ince is scheduled to rip up and com-
pletely repave Broadway Street which 
is a section of Highway 10. The work 
already underway is designed “to align 
seamlessly” with the province’s plans.

 Council is still waiting to hear 
whether the federal government will 
chip in $5.2 million under its Invest-
ing in Canada Infrastructure Program 
(ICIP). Ottawa has earmarked $900 mil-
lion for infrastructure projects over the 
next eight years, but Fort Qu’Appelle 
still hasn’t been advised if its grant ap-
plication has been approved. Postpon-
ing work until September would allow 
much of the cost of the project to be 
covered by ICIP funding. “We are hop-
ing for a positive response to our grant 
application and are postponing substan-
tial project costs until the end of August 
which should be deemed eligible under 
the grant,” said Mayor Jerry Whiting.

Broadway Street upgrades 
to begin after Labour Day
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By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

A 20-year old woman from the Standing Buffalo 
First Nation was killed Sunday afternoon in a single 
vehicle accident on Wide Awake Road, the gravel 
road between Lebret and Indian Head.

The victim of the roll-over has been identified as 
Kaitlynn Salteaux, a recent graduate from Bert Fox 
High school in Fort Qu’Appelle. 

An eyewitness said it 
appears a “very young, 
inexperienced” driver 
was behind the wheel 
and “the car flipped in 
loose gravel.” Two pas-
sengers, she said, were 
not wearing seat belts. 
The 16-year driver, who 
was wearing a seat 
belt, was not seriously 
injured and cannot be 
identified because of his 
age. Another 18-year old 
female in the car, Maisy 
Salteaux is reported to 
be in critical condition 
and on life support in 
hospital in Regina. Ac-
cording to a family mem-
ber she has undergone 
surgery for a shattered 
pelvis, fractures, and 
lacerations to her spleen 

and liver.
Indian Head RCMP, Fort Qu’Appelle Fire Depart-

ment, Fort Qu’Appelle EMS, Fort Qu’Appelle Conser-
vation Officers and the File Hills Police all attended 
to the accident which happened on the road about 
two kilometers north of the junction of Highway 56. 
A forensic expert and a coroner were also at the 
scene to help police piece together what happened. 

A wake is be held Friday on the Carry Kettle 
First Nation, and the funeral on Saturday.

Fatal rollover
RCMP investigate the vehicle that rolled over on Wide Awake Road near Lebret on Aug. 30 which claimed the life of 20-year-old Kaitlynn Salteaux, who was a 
passenger in the SUV. The 16-year-old driver was not injured in the accident while another passenger, 18-year-old Maisy Salteaux, is listed in critical condition
in a Regina hospital. 
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Kaitlynn Salteaux

One other in serious condition

Tragic rollover
claims life of
local woman
20-year old Kaitlynn Salteaux 

was recent grad of Bert Fox

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

There was a police presence 
at the Farmers’ Market in Fort 
Qu’Appelle on Saturday after van-
dals trashed the site Wednesday 
evening.

“They demolished all fences that 
we put in place to guarantee social 
distancing,” said market manager 
Colleen Miller. “Every single row 
was torn down. I was so disheart-
ened. It was such a senseless act. I 
am at a loss to understand how de-
stroying things makes someone feel 
better. Whoever did this needs pro-
fessional help. New fencing would 

have cost us at least $500 to replace, 
but we were able to fix it, and hope 
there are no more incidents until 
we close for the season on Septem-
ber 12.”

One of the vendors, Larry Mack-
nak, who helped repair the damage 
on Thursday, says more than one 
person has to be responsible. “They 
pushed everything over, tore all 
the fences down, broke most of the 
posts; it had to be more than one 
person to do the amount of damage 
that was done.” 

Miller says the market has been 
very careful to follow all of the 
COVID-19 guidelines and members 
spent a considerable amount of 
money to improve the site to sat-

isfy both customers and vendors. 
The regional health inspector ap-
proved the design of the set up,
and it appears, that in spite of the 
pandemic, the market has attracted 
more customers this year than last. 
In August, an average of 1,000 cus-
tomers patronized the market each
Saturday. 

Miller says next year, security 
cameras may be installed and the 
market square may have to be illu-
minated after dark. 

Anyone with any information 
about the incident is asked to 
contact the RCMP Investigating 
Constable Jason Gamarra at 306-
332-2222. 

their social distancing fences demolished. The market continues until Sept. 12.
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Fort Farmers’ Market vandalized
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By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

The race is on.
Gus Legace, who lost the last may-

oralty election to Jerry Whiting by 130 
votes four years ago will again take 
make a bid for the mayor’s chair in 
Fort Qu’Appelle. 

He is the second candidate in the 
race. 

Veteran councilor Lee Finishen has 
already declared his candidacy for 
mayor in the November election, and 
councilor Doug Blatter is said to be con-
sidering throwing his hat into the ring.

Legace, 64, says politics has been 
part of his family forever. “I’ve been 
involved on school boards, hospital 
boards, economic development boards, 
and with agricultural producers orga-
nizations. Because of COVID-19 we’re 
going to see a lot of austerity coming 
down the pipe. We have to focus our 
energies on cleaning up the town, at-
tract more business and more people. 
Municipalities have a narrow way of 
generating revenues. We’re not grow-
ing and we have to grow to increase the 
tax base. Fort Qu’Appelle is too small to 

be big, but it is too big to be small.”
Legace farmed near Bal-

carres. He was a former 
councilor with the 

RM of Abernethy 

and was marketing manager for Patter-
son Grain before he retired and moved 
to Fort Qu’Appelle eight years ago. He 
was also involved with the committee 
that wants to see a swimming pool built 
in town, a project he still would like to 
see realized, but only if other surround-
ing municipalities agree to share the 
cost.

 He’s been married for 42 years, has 
three daughters, and has the full sup-
port of his wife, Candace, for his entry 
into the mayoralty race.

Several seats on council are expected 
to be vacant this year, and Legace would 
like to see more diversity on council. 
“We’re becoming more cosmopolitan; 
I’d like to see more women, more repre-
sentatives from First Nation and ethnic 
communities, a little bit of everything.” 

He also promises a more transparent 
administration. “I find all the in-camera 
meetings kind of strange,” he said. “I 
understand you have to go in camera to 
discuss some personal and legal issues, 
but in my 35 years experience on vari-
ous boards, I can only recall having to 
meet in camera twice.”

It is still not clear whether the candi-
dates will debate the issues in an open 
town hall forum. Legace intends to 
campaign door to door. “We have to be 
careful and go along with public health 
regulations; we have to be careful.” 

Legace enters race for Fort Qu’Appelle Mayor

Mayoral candidate
Gus Legacy, who ran for mayor last time and lost 
by 130 votes, is running again for Mayor of Fort 
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2020 Municipal Elections

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

More than $70.3 million in new 
money is being distributed to munic-
ipalities across the province as part of 
a national pandemic relief effort. The 
funding is Saskatchewan’s portion of 
the federal Safe Restart Canada Plan 
and it is being distributed immediately 
with municipalities.

“As Saskatchewan returns to a new 
normal, this is another important in-
vestment to help municipalities and 
their residents weather the storm,” 
Government Relations Minister Lori 

Carr said.  “This funding will support 
efforts to protect health and safety, 
prepare for potential future waves 
of COVID-19, and facilitate the safe 
re-opening of economies.”

 Of the amount, $62.26 million will be 
granted in general municipal support 
on a per capita basis of $59.65, while 
$8.07 million will be allocated to mu-
nicipal public transit support for the 
four cities with transit systems, based 
on ridership.  Quickly and efficiently, 
the amounts will start to be distributed 
immediately so municipal leaders can 
funnel dollars to areas of highest local 
priority.

This federal funding was matched 

by $150 million dollars announced pre-
viously from the Government of Sas-
katchewan in the Municipal Economic 
Enhancement Program.

Local municipalities will receive al-
most $544,000 from the funding, which 
is being distributed to towns, rural 
municipalities, villages and resort vil-
lages.

Fort Qu’Appelle, Fort San and B-Say-
Tah’s combined share will be just under 
$144,000. Fort Qu’Appelle will receive 
$120,919, Fort San $13,243 and B-Say-
Tah’s funding allocation will be $9,306. 
Monies being allocated to other local 
area towns include Balcarres $35,017; 
Cupar $33,645; Indian Head $20,044; 

Lebret $12,885; Lipton $20,581; Qu’Ap-
pelle $38,119 and Katepwa $18,612.

Six local rural municipalities will
receive close to $221,500 combined
through the Safe Restart Canada Plan.
The RM of Abernethy $21,595; RM of
Cupar $30,006; RM of Indian Head 
$20,004; RM of Lipton $22,728; RM of 
North Qu’Appelle $51,004 and RM of 
South Qu’Appelle $76,059.

 Additionally, this summer, the 
province fast-tracked a record break-
ing $278 million in Municipal Revenue
Sharing.  Annual, no-strings attached
funding was paid directly to munici-
palities to support local priorities and
recovery efforts.

Safe Restart Canada Plan

Municipalities to receive $70 million in funds
Close to $548,000 going to local area towns, villages and rural municipalities
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By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Wendell Starr and his brother Kelsey 
helped erect 34 tee pees on the Treaty Four 
grounds to commemorate the signing 146 
years ago of Treaty Number 4. There will 
be no parade or powwow this year. What 
was to have been the 35th annual Treaty 
Four gathering has been cancelled because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Starr says the 
tee pees will serve as a symbolic reminder 
that discussions with Crown over treaty 
rights continue. 

The gathering usually attracts about 
3,000 visitors, and provides an opportunity 
to built community relationships within the 
34 First Nations that make up the Treaty 4 
territory. The treaty was signed on Sept. 15, 
1874 with the understanding that the First 
Nations would share 75,000 square miles of 
land with the settlers. In return, land would 
be reserved for their use and every man, 
woman and child was to receive five dollars 
“as long as the sun shines and the rivers 
flow.” Only 13 chiefs of the 34 invited re-
luctantly agreed to the contract. Bands not 
present signed adhesions in 1875, 1876 and 
1877.

ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Treaty 4 commemorated amidst COVID-19

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

The town of Fort Qu’Appelle wants to regulate 
short-term vacation rentals like Airbnb that have 
started to offer accommodation to tourists to the val-
ley. Council has received a complaint about at least 
one property owner in town who has advertised such 
a unit. As a result it has begun to see what it can do to 
regulate the practice. 

“This is a complex issue. There is a lot of work 
that has to be investigated. Administration is going to 
dive into this. There is no simple solution,” the town’s 
Chief Administration Office Victor Goodman told 
council. “A lot of research has already been done so we 
are going to take the time to do this properly.” It is an 
issue that a number of places are grappling with. The 
City of Saskatoon recently adopted regulations gov-
erning short term rentals, and the town is reviewing 
several hundreds of pages of research done by the city 
into the problem. Most of the complaints about short 
term rentals have to do with noise, rude behaviour by 
the guests, and parking and trespass issues. The town 
also wants to consider the long term effect of such 

Airbnb units on the immediate neighbourhood, and 
the long-term effect on the town’s overall economic 
development.

Energy supplier agreement
Council wants to consider other options before it re-

news its contract with Peak Energy to supply natural 
gas to the town. Peak Energy is a subsidiary of Abaco, 
which was involved in the controversial and some-
times acrimonious Indian Hospital land deal. “With all 
the things we have gone through with Abaco, I don’t 
think it is right,” said councillor Larry Schultz who 
moved the motion to look to other suppliers. “There 
are at least two other companies that are in Saskatch-
ewan, not American suppliers. We should at least see 
if they’ll do it for less money,” he said. The contract to 
buy natural gas from Peak Energy, which offers a 10 
per cent discount on deliveries, expires at the end of 
October. The town has the right to cancel the deal and 
find another supplier.

Agreement with QVCA getting close
The town appears to be closer to a new partner-

ship agreement with the Qu’Appelle Valley Centre of 
the Arts (QVCA). The original operating agreement 

signed in 2014 expires in November. Under the terms
of the contact, the town is responsible for servicing 
the building and the QVCA pays its own utility bills 
and looks after the cost of interior renovations. 

Administration had expressed reservations because 
the existing agreement is only three paragraphs long 
and drafted a new contract which the QVCA rejected 
out of hand. Both sides met last week to resolve their 
differences. “We made ground,” said QVCA Board
Chairman Jim Harding, “The town’s new CAO now 
appears to be committed to a partnership with us
rather than a landlord tenant relationship. Our goal
is to get back to what works. Everything seems to 
be back on track, the financial issues seem to be set-
tled, but we will wait to see what the administration
proposes on paper.” The town’s Chief Administration
Officer Victor Goodman agreed that the meeting was
“very cordial, all of the misunderstandings, I think
have been dealt with.” Both parties presented options 
to be included in the new agreement and have agreed 
to meet again in the coming weeks. The QVCA is seek-
ing an eight year instead of a six year contract, but
Harding said the length of the arrangement “is not a 
deal breaker.” 

Council looks to regulate vacation rentals
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Creative metal art
Beth Grainger, left, and Marie Bill admire one of two new iron sculptures installed by Communi-

blackbirds and tiger lily arrangement on the opposite corner was a gift  from Conexus Credit Union 
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Pasqua FN to build seniors’ residence
Construction beginning on $2.5 million facility

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Construction on Pasqua First 
Nation is expected to begin this 
week on a $2.5 million seniors’ res-
idence.

Designed by KRN Tolentino Ar-
chitecture, the lodge will allow el-
ders to remain in the community 
instead of having to seek assisted 
living off the reserve. The 12 pri-
vate suites will be like spokes 
around a circular communal 
atrium. The building, heated with 
solar power, also includes a lounge, 
a theatre and a sauna.

“It is designated strictly for our 
elders,” said Chief Todd Peigan. 
“One day I may be in there, so I 
have advised my elders to design it 
pretty good.” At the moment there 

are at least eight elders on Pasqua 
First Nation who qualify for level 
two or level-three health care.

The project is being financed 
with the interest from the $145-mil-
lion 1906 land claim settlement the 
First Nation was awarded two years 
ago by the federal government. The 
capital has been invested, and prof-
its are being used to finance proj-
ects that will improve conditions 

on the reserve, such as the seniors’ 
residence.

“Our message is we want to en-
sure that what our elders did for
us yesterday will benefit our people 
tomorrow,” said Peigan. “This cen-
tre will give people a sense of secu-
rity. We know that they need these 
second and third level services.” 

About 70 people living on the re-
serve are 65 years or older.

Investing in Canada Infrastructure 

Infrastructure
projects sent
for approval
Fort Qu’Appelle and Balcarres 

projects total $1.2 million

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Government of Saskatchewan has recom-
mended Fort Qu’Appelle and Balcarres for more than 
$1.2 million in infrastructure projects to Canada for 
final approval under the Investing in Canada Infra-
structure Program (ICIP). If approved, the provincial 
and federal governments will be covering more than 
70 per cent of the multi-million dollar projects.

The Towns of Fort Qu’Appelle applied through the 
ICIP program for joint provincial and federal funding 
for HVAC and mechanical upgrades to the Rexentre. 
Costing $225,600 for the work, the grant would see 
Fort Qu’Appelle’s share of the work total $60,168 with 
the federal share being $90,240 and provincial share 
being $75,192.

In Balcarres, the province has recommended for 
funding approval of $980,000 for a new well project. If 
approved, the town would be responsible for $261,366 
of the cost while the federal and provincial shares 
would be $392,000 and $326,634 respectively.

Province wide, close 
to $593 million of projects 
were recommended for 
approval through the 
ICIP program, with the 
provincial commitment 
totaling almost $193 mil-
lion and the federal por-
tion close to $235 million. 
Of the 126 projects in 
Saskatchewan that were 
forwarded for approval, 

$165 million would be funded by local municipalities.
Other projects throughout the area recommended 

for funding approval include $10.8 million for Mel-
ville for an expansion and upgrade to their wastewa-
ter treatment system; just over $1 million to the RM 
of Orkney for replacement work to Grid 726; more 
than $1.9 million to Grenfell for a secondary lagoon 
upgrade; over $1.7 million to Indian Head for a swim-
ming pool renovation; and almost $30 million to 
Esterhazy for a regional water system.

“The faster we can move these projects forward, 
the faster communities, businesses and families will 
benefit from them,” Government Relations Minister 
Lori Carr said.  “Once completed, the legacy of these 
projects will improve quality of life and make our 
great province an even better place to call home.  
The provincial government encourages its federal 
counterparts to work as quickly as possible and ap-
prove these projects.”

It is unknown how long the approval process will 
take but other programs have averaged anywhere 
from a couple of months to almost a year. 

The next round of ICIP grants are currently being 
accepted by the government until Oct. 30. Projects 
must be completed by the end of 2021 or 2022, depend-
ing on the size and location of the community where 
it’s occurring.  Projects must have a minimum total 
eligible cost of $100,000 to a maximum of $10 million.

Under ICIP, the Government of Saskatchewan se-
cured more than $896 million in federal funding over 
10 years to support all types of eligible infrastructure 
projects in the province.

“The faster we can move 
these projects forward, the 
faster communities, businesses 
and families will benefit.” 

- Minister Lori Carr

September 4, 2020 Issue September 11, 2020 Issue September 18, 2020 Issue September 25, 2020 Issue

$1.50 Vol. 59 No. 19 • Friday, July 24, 2020

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Mayors in two of the three Calling 
Lakes resort communities will be seek-
ing re-election next month. But Blair 
Walkington, who replaced Jim Harding 
in office as mayor of Fort San in 2015, 
will not be running again. The village 
is now being administered by the Town 
of Fort Qu’Appelle, but it still elects its 
own mayor and four councillors and 
holds its own council meetings.

Election day in resort villages in Sas-
katchewan is August 29. Nomination 
papers for mayor and prospective coun-
cillors signed by at least five supporters 
have to be filed by 2 p.m. this Saturday, 
July 25.

The election for mayors and coun-
cillors in urban municipalities (cities, 
towns, villages) and to elect reeves and 

councillors representing odd-number di-
visions in rural municipalities will be 
held Nov. 9, 2020.

Don Jewitt is seeking his second term 
as Katepwa’s chief magistrate which 
has seven council seats up for grabs in 
three wards, Sandy Beach and Katepwa 
South and Katepwa Beach.

Isaac Sneath is also seeking a second 
term as mayor of B-Say-Tah. The village 
has four councillors and one and per-
haps two may not run again.

Concerns have been raised that be-
cause of COVID-19 restrictions, there 
may be no town hall meetings which 
would allow rate-payers to question the 
candidates or consider the local issues. 
Campaigns are expected to be low key 
or non-existent. Because of widespread 
voter apathy, a turnout on election day 
may be low and those who do vote will 
merely rubber-stamp the candidates 
without becoming informed.

Resort Villages

Fort San’s mayor will be 
bowing out of election

Ketepwa and B-Say-Tah mayors seeking 

another term during August 29 vote

Leaping into summer
Liam Martin and his cousin Brinley Deis take the plunge off a pier at the 
Resort Village of B-Say-Tah on Echo Lake. 
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Communities in Bloom 
of Fort Qu’Appelle have 
launched an exciting new 
fundraiser to support the 
completion of their metal 
sculptures installation at 

Four Corners of Broad-
way and Boundary.

The first half of the 
project began in June 
with the installation of 
two sculptures built by 

artist Ken Woytiuk. The 
community volunteer 
group hopes to complete 
the second half of the 
project this summer with 
the installation of two 

more complementary 
pieces built by artist, Ste-
ven Vanhove.

“Our fundraiser com-
plements the project that 
we are working on,” says 
Mindy Friesen, a Fort 
Qu’Appelle Communi-
ties in Bloom member. 
“We are offering custom 
designed metal garden 
stakes for sale in the 
shape of hearts and peli-
cans. The garden stakes 
are available both with 
the initials FQ and with-
out. We have had a lot of 
support from lake com-
munity members as well, 
and requests for garden 
stakes as gifts, so it is 
nice to offer that option. 
Ultimately though, we 
would love to see the com-
munity of Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle proudly displaying 
their FQ hearts and peli-
cans all over town, hence, 
the words: Show Your 
Heart!”.

The vision of the na-
tional Communities in 
Bloom organization is to 
inspire communities to 
enhance the quality of life 
and environment through 
people and plants in order 

to create community 
pride. The local group of 
Fort Qu’Appelle currently 
has 25+ members and is 
working on several ini-
tiatives to support that 
vision.

“Of course, many citi-
zens are familiar with our 
planting program. With 
the support of the Town 
of Fort Qu’Appelle, we 
plant and maintain com-
munity flower planters 
throughout the business 
district of town. We have 
also recently planted pe-
rennial flower beds at 
our cemetery and at Echo 
Lodge. We really uti-
lize our volunteer force 
throughout the summer 
to maintain the watering 
of the flowers”, comments 
Marie Bill, Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle CIB president. “We 
water four times a week 
and each time requires 
4-6 hours of volunteer 
time and 100-200 gallons of 
water. It is a substantial 
commitment. We value 
the spirit of our group 
members and the support 
of the Town, as well as 
Echo Valley Motor Prod-
ucts and their donation of 

a truck for watering and
Prairie Co-op and their
donation of a water tank.”

The group is also spon-
soring a “Yard Proud”
door hanger program
this summer. A commit-
tee awards specially de-
signed door hangers to
properties that are mak-
ing a noticeable effort to
keep neat and tidy. “We
want residents to know
that their efforts are no-
ticed by their neighbors
and appreciated. We hope
to encourage each other
with this program and
build up our community
pride. We have had so
many recommendations
and been able to award so
many of these that we are
already looking at getting
a second printing done
so that we can continue!”
says Marie Bill.

More can be learned
about the fundraiser
“Show Your Hearts,
Fort Qu’Appelle” and
the “Yard Proud” pro-
gram on Facebook @ Ft
Qu’Appelle Communities
in Bloom. Garden stakes
may be ordered at 306-332-
5796.

Communities in Bloom launch fundraiser for more sculptures

Sculpture fundraiser
Members of the Communities in Bloom stand with one of the two metal sculp-

is raising funds to install two more sculptures. 
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Closed for Summer Holidays
Regular deadlines will resume Tuesday, August 11 at  12 noon for the Friday, August 14 issue.

Notice to all our readers and advertisers there will be no
Friday, July 31 & Friday, August 7 issues of the Fort Times.

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

An increasing number 
of parents in Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle are having second 
thoughts about sending 
their kids back to school 
in September because 
they say they have no 
confidence in the govern-
ment’s plans to deal with 
the COVID-19 epidemic in 
the classroom.

Shantal Sinclair says 
once school starts she 
may keep her two daugh-
ters, one 8, the other 13, 
out of class for at least 
two weeks.

“I have no idea yet. 
I’m very scared, I’m very 
worried.  We really don’t 
know what is going on,” 
she says.  Her youngest 
daughter, Honour, who 
is going into Grade 4, 
has been diagnosed with 
Kawasaki disease which 
affects heart muscles 
and mucous membranes. 
“There are a lot of arti-
cles about a possible link 
between COVID and Ka-
wasaki disease,” says Sin-
clair. “If she were to get 
COVID, doctors tell us it 
could be fatal. The school 
division knows about her 
condition, but no one 
has talked to me about 
whether it is safe to send 
her to class.  She needs 
in-class help with her 
reading and math skills. 
We really don’t know 

what is going to happen.”  
A leading member of 

the business community 
in Fort Qu’Appelle, who 
did not want his name 
used in the paper, also 
told The Times he’s keep-
ing his two teenagers at 
home - at least for the 
first semester -  because 
they live with their el-
derly grandmother, and 
he won’t take the chance. 
“Some grade 12’s I know 
are taking a year off,” 
he says. “With less than 
three weeks to go, and we 
just don’t know what the 
Qu’Appelle Valley School 
Division has in mind. 
They seem to be mak-
ing things up as they go 
along.”

In an e-mail, a media 
manager for the Qu’Ap-
pelle Valley School Divi-
sion says that with less 
than three weeks to go,  
plans remain “a work 
in progress,” and the di-
vision is “working hard 
with each of its  adminis-
trators to prepare for the 
re-opening in September, 
and to develop school spe-
cific plans which will con-
sider the needs of each of 
the students and staff in 
each of our buildings.”

Saskatchewan’s Edu-
cation Minister Gordon 
Wyant has said that he 
wants schools to be “as 
close to normal as pos-
sible,” when children 
return to the classroom.  
The province has spent 

$2.3 million on 6-million 
disposable masks, and 
while they may be rec-
ommended for use on 
buses and in “high traffic 
areas,” like school corri-
dors, students in Grades 
9 to 12 won’t necessarily 
have to wear them in 
class.

The minister’s back 
to school plan doesn’t re-
duce class sizes or, like 
other province’s,  make 
masks in the classroom 
mandatory.  The gov-
ernment says further 
discussions with the 27 
school divisions are tak-
ing place, and additional 
options, “including alter-
nating days for students” 
are being considered.

Wyant has already 
called for ‘designated 
quarantine areas, stag-
gered recess periods and 
virtual assemblies.”  Crit-
ics have launched on-line 
petitions against the plan 
and say the provincial 
government’s  guidelines 
are cosmetic and puts the 
onus on teachers to en-
force physical distancing.  
Faced with mounting 
public protests, Wyant 
says he might revise his 
so-called “Safe” school 
plan. “This is a passion-
ate issue,” he told a news 
conference in Saskatoon, 
“We want to get the right 
balance.”

In person classes are 
not without risk when 
kids get together, even 

if students are spaced 
apart. School boards  will 
follow guidelines estab-
lished by the province 
for proper hand hygiene 
practices, social distanc-
ing and the sharing of 
materials, but so far little  
has been done to satisfy 
some parents that  their 
kids will be in a safe 
place when they go back 
to class. Schools need to 
re-open but parents who 
are protesting against the 
government’s plan say 
they need to know what 
happens inside the class-
rooms when they do, and 
what to expect if COVID 
cases emerge. Based on 
preliminary studies, peo-
ple under 20 are half as 
likely to become infected 
with the virus as those 
who are older.

A recent poll by the 
Association for Canadian 
Studies suggests parents 
support protective masks 
for school staff and 
would like to see manda-
tory temperature checks 
for children. Support for 
students wearing masks 
was divided; 50 per cent 
would like to see masks 
worn, especially on 
school buses, 50 per cent 
of parents are opposed 
to their children being 
masked in class. “While 
we agree that education 
to be disrupted as little as 
possible, the government 
has buried its head in the 
sand on this one.  Once 
kids are back with hun-
dreds of other kids, we 
have to be realistic about 

the increased risk of in-
fection,” one concerned 
teacher told Grassland 
News. With an October 
election coming, oth-
ers fear the government 
playing politics with 
the pandemic. “What if 
schools open, kids start 
to test positive, or worse, 
bring the virus home to 
older, vulnerable family 
members?” the teacher 
asked.

Schools on First Na-
tions are federally funded 
and not subject to the 
provincial guidelines. On 
Piapot First Nation, the 
tribal council has hired 
two new teachers, voted 
to reduce classroom sizes 
and restrict classes to a 
maximum of 15. “Once 
we start, we’ll get into the 
routine. It is not going to 
be perfect,” said principal 
Nicole Crowe, but I think 
we’ll be fine.”

While the bureaucrats 
are contacting families 
about the re-opening 
of schools, Grasslands 
News wants to know how 
teachers and the children 
themselves feel about 
going back into the class-
room. There has been 
a lot of talk “about” the 
kids, but hardly anyone 
talks “to” them, much 
less listens to what they 
have to say. Many stu-
dents interviewed for this 
story are anxious and 
concerned about going 
back to school, afraid not 
only for themselves but 
for their parents and es-
pecially their grandpar-

ents. Most have no idea of 
what precautions, if any
they may have to take 
when school resumes.

Student comments
Kiera Krogstad, 16,

“The adults have control 
here and they are sup-
posed to keep us safe, but 
it seems like they don’t 
even care about us. They 
are okay with letting 
some people suffer and 
die when they have the 
power to reduce risks.”

Joseph Green, 16,
“I’m a little bit uncom-
fortable about going back 
to school. Yeah, a bit.  It
all depends how many 
people will be in the class-
room. My school isn’t all
that big to begin with,
and there are about 30
students in my grade ten
class. I’d like to see them 
stagger the classes, have 
15 students in each class
on alternating days.”

Mahkayla Sinclair,
13, “I’ve done a couple of 
on-line assignments, but I
prefer in class teaching.  
But I’m worried, kinda.
They bring in a lot of kids
by bus from places like
Lipton, Lebret, and Stand-
ing Buffalo. We’re getting 
people from the outside 
coming into school, so
there’s some concern.”

Marissa Heraux, 11,
“I have to ride the bus
and I have to sit with my
sister. But I don’t know 
if we will have to wear 
masks or not. They ha-
ven’t told us anything.

-SEE STUDENTS, 13
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Students uncertain about 
returning to classrooms
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By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Lee Finishen, the dean 
of Fort Qu’Appelle’s town 
council is going to run for 
mayor in the November 
9th municipal election. 

Finishen was first 
elected to council 14 years 
ago and is the central re-
gional director for Munic-
ipalities of Saskatchewan 
as well as the elected 
chair of the South Central 
Transportation Planning 
Committee and chair of 
North Valley Waste.

“Experience matters,” 
he said as he sat down 
with Grasslands News 
this week for a wide rang-
ing interview. 

“Fort Qu’Appelle is 
the 31st largest urban 
municipality of 446 in 
the province. In my role 
with Municipalities of 
Saskatchewan, my region 
has over 94 communities 
and 37,000 residents for 
whom I have been the 
first contact for gover-
nance and advocacy is-
sues. The ability to have a 
mayor who can reach out 
to Ministers’ offices with 
a level of familiarity is a 
huge benefit regardless 
of what political party is 
in power, provincially or 
federally.”

Finishen, 52, is the 
first candidate to declare 
that he is out to replace 
Mayor Jerry Whiting 
who isn’t seeking a sec-
ond term.

“We need to embrace 
and stimulate develop-
ment in Fort Qu’Appelle, 
and still protect the char-
acter of the town,” says 
Finishen. “After all my 
years on council I have a 
vision. If elected I intend 
to be a pro-active mayor. 
We are the capital of 
Treaty Four territory and 
I’d like to work with the 
first nations to develop 
that identity. I recognize 
the town has limited land 
use, but there are cre-
ative ways to encourage 
development, especially 
the south side, and bring 
the streets there up to the 
same condition as those 
on the north side, and 
make the whole area as 
attractive as the rest of 
the community.” 

He says it is possible 
to expand services while 
maintaining a “reason-
able taxation rate.”

Finishen was born in 
Prince Albert where his 
father worked for Bea-
ver Lumber, but he was 
raised in Regina and is a 

graduate of Miller High 
School. He moved to Fort 
Qu’Appelle in 1988 where 
he now operates a print-
ing and grapic design 
company. If elected he 
said he would be more ac-
cessible and run a trans-
parent administration. 
“One of the ideas I have 
is to invite taxpayers 
to have coffee with the 
mayor once a month. Not 
a mob, but seven or eight 

people, so I can hear their 
opinions and have them 
take away facts instead of 
rumours. And we need to 
have public meetings, an 
annual meeting with the 
ratepayers. That’s a re-
ally good way of tracking 
things.” Before COVID-19, 
the present administra-
tion promised, but never 
followed through on town 
hall get togethers.

Finishen’s campaign 
platform is aimed at pro-
moting year round tour-

ism in Fort Qu’Appelle.
“I am proud of my efforts
as a member of the trans-
portation planning com-
mission to have most of
the hightways that lead 
into Fort Qu’Appelle re-
surfaced,” he said. “The 
ministry takes our sug-
gestions to heart and
our region has seen im-
provements. I’d also like 
to beautify the town and
work with the Chamber
of Commerce to attract 
more visitors to “walk
and shop” on Main Street. 
He also wants to promote
green energy, and see
the town start an energy 
efficient “solar lighting 
campaign,” and become
a leader in green technol-
ogy.

Finishen is an out-
doors man who enjoys 
boating, tinkering with 
old cars and he’s a die 
hard Montreal Canadien’s
hockey fan.

Two other candidates 
are said to be considering 
throwing their hats into
the ring. Doug Blatter has
been suggested as a candi-
date and Gus Legace, who 
ran in the last election
and lost to Jerry Whiting, 
will neither confirm nor 
deny reports that he will
make another attempt to
win the mayor’s chair. 

Fort Qu’Appelle

Finishen announces 
bid for mayor’s seat

Mayor candidate - 
-
-

ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS

“We need to embrace and 
stimulate development in Fort 
Qu’Appelle and still protect 
the character of the town.” 

- Lee Finishen

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Communities in Bloom has launched 
a fundraising campaign to pay for a tree 
sculpture in the pocket park on Broad-
way St. in Fort Qu’Appelle.

Doug Lingelbach, who has already 
transformed two trees in front of the 
Hanson-Ross House on Bay Avenue into 
what have become an unexpected tour-
ist attraction, has been commissioned 
to turn what remains of the 17 foot tree 
into a work of art. 

 “It is a dream; I wanted to create a 
dream since I first saw them cut that 
tree,” said Lingelbach. He intends to 
turn what is left of the burled Manitoba 
Maple into “one giant, big flower with 
hummingbirds and butterflies flying 
around it. It will be a piece of functional 
art, with seats built under the branches 
so people can interact with it when its 
finished.”

Lingelbach is donating his time, 
“about eight days of work” to the proj-
ect.

He says the finished carving will 
be dedicated to the memory of his late 
grandmother, Edith Lingelbach, who 
once lived in Fort Qu’Appelle.

 The tree is in a park that is pri-
vately owned. If the lot were to be sold, 
the finished sculpture will be moved to 
another location. Work is expected to 
begin in September. 

The head of Communities in Bloom, 
Marie Bill said she is “super excited,” 
about the commission. “It is going to be 
something different than the buffalo and 
the pelican he’s already done on Bay 
Ave., obviously, which will make it so 
much more special,” she said. “The only 
condition we have is that he doesn’t in-
clude any gophers in his design. No go-
phers!”

Lingelbach is working out of a studio 
at the Hansen Ross House where some 
of his smaller creations are for sale. 

Another tree sculpture
planned on Broadway St.

ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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New Conservative leader ALAN HUSTAK | GRASSLANDS NEWS

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Erin O’Toole won the 
Conservative leadership 
on Sunday, but Dr. Les-
lyn Lewis won the hearts 
and minds of Saskatche-
wan voters. 

Lewis, a Jamaican 
born Toronto lawyer, was 
the first choice for party 
leader among delegates in 
the province who voted. 
Saskatchewan was ac-
corded 1400 points in the 
ranked ballot system and 
Lewis took 554 points - or 
40 per cent of the vote on 
the first ballot; O’Toole 
369, Derek Sloan 252 and 
the perceived front-run-
ner, Peter MacKay came 
in last with 224 votes.

Public opinion in An-
drew Scheer’s riding 
appears to be one of frus-
tration. Voters in Regi-
na-Qu’Appelle still are 
unhappy that Scheer was 
forced out as leader after 
reducing the Liberals to 
a minority government. 
But at the same time, the 
talk on coffee row the day 
after O’Toole’s win sug-
gests local Conservatives 
fear he won’t do any bet-
ter than Scheer against 
Justin Trudeau.

”My first choice was 

Lewis,” said Modern 
Propane’s Bill Carter. 
“She earned my respect 
for what she has accom-
plished. I admired her 
courage to come to this 
country as a child, get a 
good education, and even 
think of running for party 
leader. A leader should 
not be elected based on 
colour, sex or religion. 
Saskatchewan people re-
spect hard work, courage 
and honesty.” Carter said 
people will “probably 
be happy enough” with 
O’Toole but said he is 
still a relative unknown, 
and now that he is getting 
ready to lead, he must 
take into account the fact 
that leadership means in-
cluding the west.

“I voted for Lewis. I 
thought she would bring 
something different to 
the party,” said long-time 
Conservative supporter, 
Humphrey Bartlett. 
“Sheer may not have 
been the best man, but 
he was our man. He de-
served another chance,” 
said Bartlett who said he 
could not forgive Peter 
MacKay for the dispar-
aging remarks MacKay 
made about Scheer after 
the election.

Voters say the chal-
lenge is to stem the 

O’Toole takes
helm of party
from Scheer

Lamenting Lewis’ loss. 

Reaction to O’Toole’s win.

growing tide of western 
alienation in the west 
and avoid a split in the 
party. At the same time, 
they agree he has to build 
support in the greater To-
ronto area if he hopes to 
defeat the Trudeau gov-
ernment. “The west is 
secure with O’Toole, but 
the Conservative Party it-
self still has a problem,” 
said Brad Brathwaite, 
who won his bet that 
MacKay would lose the 
race. “The results speak 
volumes about the state 
of the party,” he said. 

Former Fort Qu’Ap-
pelle Mayor Connie Wow-
chuk said she can live 

with the results. “I’ll be 
voting for O’Toole. But I 
like Lewis. If she sticks 
to something scripted, 
she’s fine, but she lacks 
experience.” Lewis, cam-
paigned on a promise to 
abolish the carbon tax, is 
against assisted suicide 
and wants to cut foreign 
aid to countries that offer 
abortion.

Erin O’Toole, 47, 
made it clear in his ac-
ceptance speech that the 
party needs to broaden 
its base if it is to win the 
next election. “I believe 
that whether you are 
black, white, brown or 
from any race or creed, 
whether you are LGBT 
or straight, whether you 
are an Indigenous Cana-
dian or have joined the 
Canadian family three 
weeks ago or three gen-
erations ago,” he said; 
“Whether you’re doing 
well or barely getting by; 
whether you worship on 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
or not at all … you are an 
important part of Canada 
and you have a home in 
the Conservative Party of 
Canada.” 

That message may not 
appeal to hard-core social 
conservatives like Brad 
Trost who remain an in-
fluential voice within the 
party. “I suggest O’Toole 
take a few days off to 
think about where he 
wants to take the party,” 
said Trost, the former 
Saskatoon MP who came 
in fourth in the last Con-
servative leadership race. 
“He should come back 
after Labour Day with a 
plan that lays out four 
positive things he wants 
to accomplish for the 

By Alan Hustak
Grasslands News 

Andrew Scheer says he is confident his successor, 
Erin O’Toole, will “stand up for Saskatchewan, and
address the very real issue of western alienation.”

In an e-mail to Grasslands News, the Regina-Qu’Ap-
pelle MP says he is handing the party over to O’Toole 
in stronger shape than when he took over. “We have 
more seats that ever before in opposition, won the pop-
ular vote and the party is debt free.” 

The former Conservative leader said he will cam-
paign to ensure that O’Toole becomes the next Prime 
Minister of Canada.

 “Erin has a plan to stop the attacks on Canada’s 
energy sector. I am confident his message will resonate 
with Canadians.” 

 In his farewell speech as leader, Scheer said he be-
lieves “Millions of Canadians share our conservative 
values, they just don’t know it yet.”

Scheer said he considered it an honour to be party 
leader for three years. “I cannot thank the people of
Regina Qu’Appelle, and indeed all of Saskatchewan, 
enough for their support during the last few years.”

Andrew Scheer expresses 
confidence in Erin O’Toole

country.” 
Lynda Morton is not 

impressed with the new 
leader either. “Truthfully, 
I am not a fan of lawyers. 
I was hoping to see Lewis 
win. That would have 
been real change from 
the ‘good old boys club,’ 
who are in charge of the 
party.”

O’Toole is the third 
leader of the Conservative 
Party which was brought 
about when the Canadian 
Alliance and former Pro-
gressive Conservative 
Party merged. A former 
minister of Veterans Af-
fairs in Stephen Harper’s 
cabinet for six months, he 
came fourth in the leader-

ship race that chose An-
drew Scheer as leader. 

 O’Toole has a month 
to come up with a policy 
and react to the Trudeau 
government’s Throne
Speech when Parliament 
opens for a new session in
September. He will have 
to explain exactly how
the conservatives would 
handle the economic tur-
moil the country faces as
a result of the COVID-19 
health crisis. 

The most recent polls 
suggest the Liberals have 
a 90 per cent chance of
winning the most seats 
if the government is 
brought down in a vote of 
of non-confidence.

Leadership hand-off
-
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Terry Halushka

306-621-2588
Yorkton, SK

Cat, Skidsteer and Dumptruck work 

Terry Halushka

306-621-2588
Yorkton, SK

Town birthday cake

By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The warnings of the 
increase in numbers of 
cases of COVID-19 are 
getting stronger with im-
plications of stronger re-
strictions if case numbers 
don’t fall from the over 
300 average per day.

Saskatchewan is on 
record for the highest 
number per capita but 
yet many people are dis-
regarding public health 
restrictions while many 
others feel the cases are 
not appearing in their 
smaller communities so 
are being somewhat more 
complacent than others.

We see and hear the 
daily reports of positive 
cases and the areas af-
fected. How many really 
know how many active 
cases are in their area?

The daily reports from 
Saskatchewan Health Au-
thority (SHA), including 
in what zones, are the 
number of NEW cases 
and not the number of ac-
tive cases on that day. 

For example, last Fri-
day, January 15, the lo-
cations for the highest 
number of new cases 
were in the Far North 
West (46), Far North East 
(24), North West (45), 
North Central (38), North 
East (36), Saskatoon (88), 
Regina (42), South East 
(30) while the Central 
West (2), Central East 
(14), South West (1) and 
South Central (4) zones 
are showing fewer new 
cases. 10 new cases have 
pending residence infor-
mation.

The total number of 
active cases can also 
be found for your zone 
and sub-zone. These are 
what determine where 
the number of cases are 
spreading and at what 
rate. 

Totals for active cases
A list of the breakdown 

of cases in the zones are 
shown on Saskatchewan.
ca Health and Wellness 
Dashboard with a list 
of some of the towns in 
each zone to help give 
reference to what zone 
you would probably be 
included in.

Saskatchewan’s active 
cases on Jan. 15 were 

4,010 (a decrease of 4.8% 
from 4,213 recorded 30 
days prior) but hospital-
ized cases totaling 210 had 
increased over 69% from 
30 days prior and deaths 
had increased 114% to 210 
from the 98 total 30 days 
prior. 

In the Grasslands 
News coverage area most 
people would be listed 
in the South East Zone 
which includes South 
East 1, 2, 3 and 4 and the 
Central East that includes 
Central East 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.  

Total case numbers on 
Wednesday, January 20 
for the South East Zone 
were 234 active cases, 8 
daily new, 10 hospitalized 
and 578 recovered and 22 
deaths. 

South East 1 includes 
Abernethy, Balcar-
res, B-Say-Tah, Dysart, 
Fort Qu’Appelle, Fort 
San,  Francis, Glenavon, 
Grenfell, Indian Head, 
Katepwa, Kendal, Lebret, 
Lipton, McLean, Mont-
martre,  Odessa, Qu’Ap-
pelle, Sedley, Sintaluta, 
Vibank, Windthorst, Wol-
seley and others that are 
not listed. South East 1 
showed on Jan. 20 that 
there were 93 active (1 
new). Population 22,665. 

South East 2 includes 
places such as Broad-
view, Cowessess First Na-
tion, Fairlight, Fleming, 
Kennedy, Kenossee Lake, 
Kipling, Maryfield, Moo-
somin, Rocanville, Wa-
pella, Wawota, Welwyn, 
Whitewood plus others.  
The numbers on Jan. 15 
for this area was 76 active 
(2 new). Population 15,366. 

The Central East area 
had a total of 127 active 
cases, 15 daily new cases, 
10 hospitalized, 675 recov-
ered and 4 deaths. 

Central East 5  (an-
other zone within the 
Grasslands coverage 
area) includes mention 
of communities northeast 
of the Qu’Appelle Val-
ley such as Bird’s Point, 
Bredenbury, Church-
bridge, Dubuc, Esterhazy, 
Grayson, Killaly, Langen-
burg, Lemberg, Melville, 
Neudorf, Saltcoats, West 
End, Yarbo plus more. 
This area had 5 active (0 
new). Population 19,429. 

At fragile point
During a COVID-19 

briefing, Saskatchewan 

Health Authority (SHA) 
CEO Scott Livingstone 
said the province’s 
health-care system is 
at its most fragile point 
throughout the pandemic.

“We need the public 
more than ever to double 
down on their efforts to 
help support the system 
to be able to deliver for 
the people of this prov-
ince,” Livingstone said. 

COVID-19 PSA alerts 
will only be issued at the 
direction of local medical 
health officers when they 
have determined a no-
tification of the broader 
public is required to in-
form individuals who 
may have attended a lo-
cation or business to im-
mediately self-isolate and 
seek testing. Alerts for 
outbreaks in areas are 
issued based on the clini-
cal discretion of the local 
medical health officer.

Dr. Shahab, Saskatch-
ewan’s chief medical 
health officer, said trans-
mission is found “in 
health care settings and 
workplaces, but primar-
ily it is household expo-
sure and then in other 
public and other social 
settings.”

He will recommend 
new restrictions if 
COVID-19 case numbers 
don’t decline.

Chief Public Health 
Officer Dr. Theresa Tam 
warned on Friday that 
unless the extent and se-
verity of restrictions are 
further intensified, Can-
ada will not be able to 
suppress the current rate 
of spread.

“Public health mea-
sures work. The vaccine 
in the short term is not 
going to make any dif-
ference to the transmis-
sion,” Tam said.

Months before vaccines
Tam warned that it 

will still be months be-
fore most Canadians get 

access to shots and it’s 
essential that the health-
care system has the ca-
pacity to administer them 
on a mass scale when the 
time comes.

Maj.-Gen. Dany Fortin, 
who is leading Canada’s 
logistical rollout, stated, 
“Pfizer has confirmed 
that Canada’s deliveries 
(vaccines) will be im-
pacted for the next four 

weeks. We will see an av-
erage reduction over this 
timeframe of 50 per cent 
of expected deliveries.”

This setback to Cana-
da’s short-term COVID-19 
vaccine delivery sched-
ule means the number of 
doses going to each prov-
ince and territory will 
have to be readjusted. 
Fortin said that the allo-
cations will begin to scale 

back up in the first two 
weeks of February, be-
fore returning to the size 
of doses originally antic-
ipated. 

“In my conversation 
this morning with Pfizer, 
it was very clear that 
we’re still correct in our 
planning assumption to 
receive approximately 4 
million doses of Pfizer by 
March 31,” Fortin said.

Local areas 
show increase   
COVID-19 cases 



By Travis Longman
Grasslands News 

The year was 1996, Canada had lost 
the World Cup of hockey to the Amer-
icans, Former Toronto Blue Jay star 
player Roberto Alomar spat on an um-
pire, Donovan Bailey was the fastest 
man in the world, Kurt Angle won an 
Olympic wrestling gold medal with “A 
broken freakin’ neck” and a young Wade 
Brookbank made his debut with the Mel-
ville Millionaires.

Brookbank did not have what is con-
sidered to be a typical road to play major 
junior hockey. Prior to his time with the 
Millionaires, Brookbank was playing se-
nior hockey for the Lanigan Pirates. The 
team made the provincial championship 
against Eston. Scouts came down from 
all over for the provincial championship 
to watch an Eston player; Brookbank 
was essentially an afterthought. This did 
not deter Brookbank at all; not only did 
the Pirates capture ye olde provincial 
championship but Brookbank impressed 

the scouts and earned an invitation to 
Millionaires’ camp.

Brookbank was 18, going on 19 when 
training camp opened up and the odds 
were stacked against him to make the 
team. He was able to overcome the obsta-
cles and make the team. 
He spent two seasons 
with the Millionaires, 
96/97 and 97/98. The 1996 
club only won 15 out of 
64 games, finishing 7th in 
the division and missed 
the playoffs. During his 
first season in Melville, 
Brookbank had 11 points 
and 412 penalty minutes 
in 60 games; he was an all 
star that season. In the 
1997-1998 season he had 
29 points and 330 penalty 
minutes in 58 games. The 
team qualified for the 
playoffs but lost an in-
tense series in round one against Notre 
Dame where every game went to double 
overtime.

Some of the highlights for him in 
the SJHL include the intensity of the 
rivalry with Yorkton, legendary battles 
with Lebret and playing with the likes of 
Chris Kunitz.

When Brookbank’s SJHL career came 
to an end he joined the Anchorage Aces 
of the West Coast Hockey League. After 
Anchorage, he took his talents to Okla-
homa City (Central Hockey League), 
Orlando (IHL). He won the league cham-
pionship with both Oklahoma City and 
Orlando in the same season.

The next stop in Brookbank’s career 
was in the American Hockey League. He 

played for Grand Rapids and Bingham-
ton before reaching the NHL. Brookbank 
was a journeyman NHLer but was not 
afraid to stand up for his teammates. He 
had a couple stops in Vancouver as well
as Nashville, Boston and Carolina before 

finishing up his playing
career in the American 
Hockey League.

Brookbank will always 
look back fondly at his
time with the Million-
aires. It helped launch
his professional career 
but he acknowledges that 
he could not have done it
without spectacular bil-
lets (Garnet and Denise
Haynes as well as their
kids Julie, Brady and
Tyler). He loved his time
with the Millionaires. 
“Fans were good, down to
earth people.” Brookbank 

says “Millionaires fans are nice honest 
hockey fans.”

Today Brookbank is working as a
scout with the Chicago Blackhawks or-
ganization. He has been working in the
organization since the 2014-2015 season. 
Brookbank is not the only Millionaires’
alumni within the organization; Chris
Kunitz is also employed by the Black-
hawks.

Brookbank is proof that people can 
accomplish their dreams if they work 
hard and never give up even when times
get tough. He is just one of many stories 
from one of the most prestigious organi-
zations in the SJHL. Stay tuned for the 
next edition of the Millionaires’ Alumni 
Series!

Get your Memberships
at 2020 Rates

For more information contact Greg Sastaunik - 306-728-1323  Email:  gsasta@sasktel.net
Fees can be paid at: Main Office at the City of Melville. Credit or Debit Card, Cheque or Cash Accepted.

Rates  Before Feb. 26/21 After Feb. 26/21
Adult   $750.00 $850.00
Couples  $1,410.00 $1,540.00
Junior (14-18)  $195.00 $235.00
Family (2 Adults and 2 Juniors) $1,505.00 $1,655.00
Super Seniors  $650.00 $715.00
Young Adult (24 and Under) and 2nd and 3rd Year Ladies  $530.00

9 Hole Part-Pack (12 Rounds for the price of 10)   $240.00
18 Hole Part-Pack (12 Rounds for the price of 10)  $400.00
Annual Shed Fee  $170.00

Cart Shed Fee (non-member)  $500.00

Gift Certificates available for purchase.
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Off to the Brier
-

ary, will once again represent Saskatchewan at the upcoming Brier that will 
take place in Calgary.

By Travis Longman
Grasslands News 

A familiar face is back representing 
Saskatchewan. Last week, Curl Sask 
announced that Matt Dunstone will be 
the province’s representative at the up-
coming Brier, scheduled to take place 
in Calgary, AB. Dunstone represented 
Saskatchewan at last year’s Brier and 
earned a spot in the one versus two page 
playoff game.

In the 1-2 playoff game, Dunstone 
gave it a valiant effort against team Al-
berta, represented by Brendan Bottcher. 
They battled back from an early deficit 
to make the game interesting heading 
into the final end. Unfortunately for 
Dunstone team, Alberta put four on the 
board to make the final 9-4 for Alberta. 

The loss dropped Saskatchewan to 
the semi/finals against team Newfound-
land and Labrador, represented by Brad 
Gushue. Dunstone opened the scoring in 
the first; Gushue responded with three 
in the second but Dunstone tied the 
game up at three after three ends. In the 
fourth end Gushue scored two and held 
a 5-3 lead at the fifth-end break. 

The teams traded singles before Sas-
katchewan put up a deuce in nine to tie 
the contest at six heading into the final 
end. The 10th end did not go according 

to plan and Gushue took advantage of 
having the hammer in the final frame.
Newfoundland and Labrador took ad-
vantage scoring one and advancing to 
the championship. Dunstone and Sas-
katchewan were out.

That was last year; this year Dun-
stone and the rest of team Saskatchewan 
are optimistic for even better results
this time around. The team has a new
second this year; Kirk Muyers comes
over. This season the team played two 
events and won them both. Ordinarily 
Dunstone’s rink plays around twelve
events by this point in the season. 

Despite the lack of games this year, 
Dunstone is confident heading into the
event. “It’s tough to say who will be in
the top 4,” Dunstone says. “The men’s
game in Canada has never been deeper...
The top 8-12 are so close when it comes 
to skill level so it truly comes down to 
who brings it that week... but we fully
expect ourselves to be competing for the
tankard at the end of the week.”

If Dunstone’s confidence off the ice
translates to his play on the ice, it could
translate into good things on the ice
for team Saskatchewan. Saskatchewan
is looking to end a long drought at the
Brier. The last time Saskatchewan won 
the Brier was 1980 in Calgary, the same
city the event is taking place this year. 

Dunstone to represent 
Saskatchewan at Brier

Blackhawks’ Brookbank says Melville helped launch career



Mahomes and the Chiefs. 
Mayfield statue plans, 
however, are still in the 
formative stage on the 
shores of Lake Erie. 

Super Bowl 55 is still 
more than a week away, 
but the storylines are 
guaranteed to be intrigu-
ing. Brady on his home 
field? Rodgers making 

Green Bay fans forget 
about Brett Favre? Ma-
homes cementing his 
status as today’s No. 1? 
Allen breaking through? 
No matter how it shakes 
down, it will be a classic.

• Dwight Perry of the 
Seattle Times: “Jim Har-
baugh has reached an 
incentive-laced contract 
extension to coach Michi-
gan football coach through 
the 2025 season. No truth 
to the rumour that Ohio 
State boosters bankrolled 
the whole thing.”

• Janice Hough at left-
coastsportsbabe.com., on 
the James Harden trade 
to Brooklyn Nets, coached 
by Canadian Steve Nash: 
“Harden, Irving and Du-
rant in the same locker 
room? I really like Steve 
Nash.  And hope his in-
surance has good mental 
health coverage.”

• Bob Molinaro of 
pilot online.com (Hamp-
ton, Va.): “The Nets have 
brought together an amaz-
ing array of star-stud-
ded head cases. If I were 
rookie coach Steve Nash, 
I’d add two shrinks to my 
staff — one for the play-
ers, one for myself.”

• Comedy writer 
Brad Dickson of Omaha: 

“Charles Barkley said pro
athletes deserve prefer-
ential treatment when it 
comes to getting the vac-
cine. Personally, I think
the vaccine should be dis-
tributed based on a per-
son’s form when driving a 
golf ball.”

• Comedy writer Alex 
Kaseberg: “The Tampa
Bay-New Orleans play-
off game featured quar-
terbacks Tom Brady and
Drew Brees, aged 43 and 
42 respectively. You (could 
have placed) a bet in Las 
Vegas on which one is the
first one to walk into the 
huddle and say, ‘Now why 
did I come in here?’

• Jack Finarelli, at 
sportscurmudgeoncom, on 
the James Harden trade to 
Brooklyn: “We will soon
find out if James Harden, 
Kyrie Irving and Kevin
Durant learned their les-
sons about ‘sharing with 
others’ in kindergarten.”

• Dwight Perry again: 
“News alert: This just in: 
NBA rejects Nets’ desper-
ate request to play games 
using three basketballs.”

• Phil Mushnick in the 
New York Post: “The prac-
tical subtitle for HBO’s
tell-most documentary on
Tiger Woods would have
been ‘What TV and Other 
Media Knowingly, Dis-
honestly Ignored for 25 
years.’”

• Former Raiders’ exec 
Amy Trask, in The Ath-
letic, on how nervous she
was about becoming a 
CBS TV contributor:  “I
went to our producer and 
I said, ‘Look, there is a
really, really good chance 
I’m going to throw up all
over myself when we go
live. His face just lit up 
and he said, ‘That would 
be great content.’”

• Wizards guard Brad-
ley Beal, to reporters, on
his team’s floundering 
start: “At this point, we
can’t guard a parked car.”

Care to comment? Email 
brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca

I signed a petition the other day.
Let me clarify. 
I was presented with a petition online and I 

let my computer auto-fill all my data into it, so I 
could show I was on the side of the people behind 
said petition.

While you may see many documents with a 
plethora of flowery language leading up to the 
basic conclusion where you must decide to ‘yea’ 
or ‘nay’ said document, this one had a rather sim-
ple message.

“Let them play,” it said.
Since I read the wording in its entirety, I know 

that this was about minor hockey, and all the 
children in Saskatchewan who have not had the 
opportunity to suit up on a game day, lace up 
their skates and enjoy the most Canadian of all 
sports – hockey.

Being far removed from having children who 
took part in sporting ventures, there’s really 
nothing in it for me, however, my time spent 
in the rinks and on the baseball diamonds in 
the area, and my many chats with people who 
had their children involved in minor and school 
sports made me think that any extra voice helps.

I’ve watched women clutching the knees of 
their jeans and men wringing their hands as 
their child, or one who is a friend of the family 
or a relative, plays a game of hockey and to those 
who have called me about spelling a name wrong 
or to give me a pat on the back for showing up to 
take a team picture – something completely akin 
to herding cats – I get it.

I can’t imagine the emotions felt by a young 
boy or girl who doesn’t understand why he or she 
can’t play a game on a sheet of ice.

Take that same emotional toll and add parents, 
siblings and grandparents into the mix and you’ll 
begin to see how awful this scenario is and has 
been for almost 10 months now.

As you get older, time tends to speed up and 
get away from you, and you never really think 
about it when you haven’t had a ton of birthdays, 
but after a while you understand that childhood 
and youth are finite resources and when every-
thing is said and done, every older person I know 
would gladly take a sip from the Fountain of 
Youth no matter the cost.

The one thing that everyone seems to have a 
lot of is time, but in the grand scheme of things, 
that’s not always the case.

You can have the best job, a wildly successful 
career with lots of money tucked away and a 
social calendar bursting at the seams, and at the 
end of the month the bank will send you a state-
ment to let you know just how much you have.

The fact of the matter is, if you don’t have the 
time to enjoy all the fruits of your labour, you re-
ally don’t have a whole lot of anything.

Childhood is fleeting.
Grandparents are able to relate to this because 

they know what it’s like to see their grandchil-
dren a couple of times a month and they notice 
all the changes each time.

Maybe they hear a lowered voice or they see 
better temperament, but they know that these are 
the changes brought on by a child maturing.

At the end of this current hockey season – and 
I’m not certain that that’s the correct term – per-
haps it should be hockey practice season, that 
will be one less year sitting in the rink, one less 
year of getting a fuzzy Halls Mentholyptus out of 
the bottom of grandma’s purse and one less year 
of simply getting together and enjoying each oth-
er’s company, and it isn’t fair.

If these lockdowns continue, and at this point 
there is no real end in sight, it’s going to have a 
dramatic effect on families, unlike any other time 
in our history, except perhaps in times of war.

The toll on people’s mental health is already 
staggering, imagine adding another six months or 
a year to this already botched process.

It’s my way of thinking that if someone needs 
protection from this virus, they should be allowed 
to shelter in a safe spot, but if people don’t want 
to be taken away from everything and everyone, 
then that should be up to them.

I’ve seen it a few times now: Isolating sick peo-
ple is a quarantine, locking up healthy people is 
tyranny.

And thanks to a bunch of politicians who seem 
to think they know what’s best for us, we realize 
they’ve been holding the keys to this prison while 
they gallivanted all over the world, “Do as I say, 
not as I do,” -- style and frankly, it’s getting tiring 
and old and outrageous.

Let them play, indeed.

Sports Column – Darcy Gross

Gross Misconduct
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Directory

SHANNON 
TRANSPORT

#1 in the bin, since 1982

Gary  306-435-7445
Wapella, Sask.

Wholesale Transmission 
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Wholesale Prices
Imports & Domestics, Overhauls, Free Road Tests

All Makes & Models Rebuilt in Our Own Shop
 Differential CVA Joints  Clutches 

 Universal Joints  Drive Shafts  4X4 Transfer Cases 
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Ervin Wolfe
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Do you know something that 

would makea great news story? 

About an event... or a person...

or an organization. Let us know.

Quarterbacks dominate NFL spotlight
The state of the Na-

tional Football League, 
where the quarterback 
is king, is in good shape. 
Almost guaranteed for 
the Feb. 7 Super Bowl in 
Tampa, Fla., is a classic 
quarterback matchup.

The crop of young QBs 
is strong, and seemingly 
expanding every year. 
The crop of old guys, stars 
destined for the Hall of 
Fame, is slowly eroding, 
but their skills remain at 
a high level.

This year’s playoffs 
featured four quarter-
backs among the best the 
game has known — Tom 
Brady, Aaron Rodgers, 
Drew Brees and Phillip 
Rivers. The latter was 
the first to be eliminated, 
as his Indianapolis Colts 
were beaten by Baltimore 
Ravens, led by one of the 
most exciting of the new-
comers — Lamar Jackson. 
Brees, who will retire to 
a job in a TV broadcast 
booth, was sidelined the 
next week, losing to Brady 
and his Tampa Bay Bucs.

Patrick Mahomes of 
Kansas City Chiefs is the 
most prominent member 
of the new breed. The QB’s 
resumé already includes 
a Super Bowl title and a 
league MVP crown, and 
it’s likely more of each 

will accumulate before he 
calls it a career. Jackson, 
meanwhile, also has an 
MVP title, and is arguably 
the most exciting player 
wearing an NFL uniform 
today.

This year’s playoffs 
also featured two quar-
terbacks just beginning 
to post gold stars on their 
resumés. One is Buf-
falo’s third-year pro 
Josh Allen, and the 
Bills are riding his 
skills towards becom-
ing an NFL power. 
Whether that mani-
fests to a Super Bowl 
appearance this year 
or down the road re-
mains to be seen, but 
if Allen were to guide 
the Bills to a Super 
Bowl title, there would 
be immediate talk of a 
statue in his honour. The 
Bills, of course, are known 
infamously as the team 
that made it to the Super 
Bowl four years in a row, 
from 1991-94 — and lost 
four years in a row. The 
second is another third-
year player, Baker May-
field of Cleveland, who 
led the Browns to their 
first playoff victory since 
1995. The Browns, who 
beat Pittsburgh 48-37 Jan. 
10 in a wildcard game, 
fell in the next round to 

Sports Column
By Bruce Penton

Let them play!
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By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The Melville Curling 
Club has pulled the plug 
on their season and the 
ice has been removed 
from the facility.

The decision to cancel 
the season for the rest of 
the season was made on 
Jan. 19. According to club 
vice-president Darlene 
Canning, the decision 
was due to the continued 
COVID-19 restrictions 
that have been in place 
in Saskatchewan which 
have put a pause on all 
curling activities.

The Melville Curling 
Club were only two weeks 
into their curling season 
before they were forced 
to shut down, which was 
originally thought to be 
for just two weeks. But 
as weeks turned into 

months and as restric-
tions continue, the club 
decided it was best to just 
cancel the season and re-
fund fees.

All curlers have al-
ready had their fees re-
funded and businesses 
that provided sponsor-
ship are being given the 
option to be refunded or 
have their sponsorship 
deferred to next season.  

Melville curling club
pulls plug on season 



By Travis Longman
Grasslands News 

The NHL season is just 
in its early stages but it 
has been an exciting one 
for a Melville product. 
Damon Severson has 
been named an alternate 
captain for the New Jer-
sey Devils this season. 
Severson joins a leader-
ship group consisting of 

fellow alternate captains 
Nico Hischier, Travis 
Zajac and Kyle Palmieri. 

Severson came into the 
league in the 2014-2015 
season. In 432 regular sea-
son NHL games he has 37 
goals, 127 assists and 264 
career penalty minutes. 
He was drafted in the sec-
ond round, 60th overall 
by the Devils in 2012.

Severson and the Dev-
ils lost in a shootout in 

their opening games 
against Boston but re-
bounded to defeat the 
Bruins in overtime two 
nights later. Severson 
has one assist through 
two games. New Jer-
sey faces off against the 
Rangers this week and 
finishes the week with 
two matchups against the 
Islanders. 

news@grasslandsnews.ca
1-844-GNG-NEWS
1-844- 464-6397

www.grasslandsnews.ca
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HOURS
Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat.  - 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
1-306-332-2833

www.friestallman.com

We’re here to HELP!
Your Success is Our Success. 

Your support makes our community 
stronger by shopping locally! 

 We take pride in servicing
and serving our community!

“We specialize in all your building needs”

By Travis Longman
Grasslands News 

Part One of a 
Two-Part Series

Picture this – Rivers, Manitoba January 2020. The 
best female curlers in the province of Manitoba were 
out to battle each other to see who was the best of the 
best. Meanwhile, parts of the world had already begun 
to shut down because of the coronavirus. We here in 
North America were naive enough to believe that the 
virus now known as COVID-19 would not make it over 
here and we went along with our day to day lives. 

The 2020 curling season started off on a high note 
for Val Sweeting of Maryfield, Saskatchewan who is 
now the third for Kerri Einarson out of Manitoba. 
The foursome had made the playoffs at the grand slam 
event in Yorkton earlier in the season. Optimism and 
excitement were through the roof for the rink. Hav-
ing grown up in Maryfield, Sweeting went to Brandon 
often and Rivers is just a stones throw away from the 
Wheat City. 

The event did not start the way anyone expected as 
they dropped the opening game against a short handed 
Abby Ackland rink. In fact, Ackland was not even at 

the event because she was eight and a half months 
pregnant. 

After the stunning loss, Einarson and the rest of 
the rink knew their backs were against the wall; they 
knew they had to find their groove and fast. That is ex-
actly what they did. All they did was win, win, win no 
matter what and they finished first overall and made 
the final. In the championship match it was Einarson 
tangling with Jennifer Jones with a trip to Moose Jaw 
and the Scotties Tournament of Hearts on the line.

The championship game did not begin as the team 
wanted. Jones stole two in the opening frame to jump 
out to a 2-0 lead. Einarson only scored one the next 
end; it was 2-1 Jones after 2. The teams exchanged 
singles until momentum shifted in Einarson’s favour. 
They stole three in the fifth to take a 5-3 at the fifth 
end break. Jones however was not done, showing the 
heart of a champion and determination of a warrior, 
Jones battled back with a single in the sixth then stole 
two in seven.  Jones was up one with two ends to play. 
The two teams blanked the eighth end. The provincial 
championship was still very much up in the air with 
two ends to play!

In the ninth end Einarson had a shot for two and 
the lead. She made it perfectly to take the lead with 
one end to play! In the tenth end, at the time of skip 

stones, the house was so messy it was giving most
moms nightmares. “They needed 2 to win and I think
they were sitting at least 4! Sweeting says, “Luckily,
amongst all the rocks in play, there was a path to the 
button. We got it in there and it was very difficult for
Team Jones to remove.” Einarson ended up stealing 
one in the tenth! Make the final Einarson 8 Jones 6!
After years of disappointment, Sweeting was heading 
back to the Scotties Tournament of Hearts, this time 
in her home province in Moose Jaw!

By Travis Longman
Grasslands News 

You can get closer to 
becoming a millionaire 
while helping out 
the Melville Mil-
lionaires. Time 
is running out to 
get your tickets 
for the hockey 
club’s progres-
sive 50/50 draw. 
In typical years the 
money raised goes to-
wards helping the team 
out with travel expenses. 
The draw is being made 
on January 29th. 

At last count the total 

sat at $5300 with the win-
ner taking home $2650.
The total will only con-
tinue to rise as the draw
date nears. Tickets can

be purchased from
any board mem-

ber up until draw 
time but you are
encouraged to
purchase them 
before the 29th. 

“My concern 
would be to get 

these tickets in before 
draw time,” says board
member Kevin Kirkwood. 

You can get your tick-
ets by talking to any 
board member. 

2020 the bittersweet year of Val Sweeting

Severson named Devils’ alternate captain

Melville Millionaires’ 
hockey club 50/50

SEVERSON



2021 Sask. Summer Games called off due to health concerns
Lloydminster to have first right of refusal in 2024
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Provincial News
Grasslands News 

To protect the health and safety of the athletes, vol-
unteers, spectators, event staff, and residents of Lloyd-
minster, the Saskatchewan Games Council, the City of 
Lloydminster, and the Lloydminster 2020 Host Society 
jointly announce the cancellation of the 2021 Saskatch-
ewan Summer Games.

Amid rising concerns surrounding COVID-19 in 
Saskatchewan and Canada, and after careful consider-
ation and ongoing discussions between the three par-
ties, provincial sport organizations, districts for sport, 
culture and recreation, and provincial authorities, it 
was decided the Games will not proceed in summer 
2021.

“The athletes’ safety and comfort is paramount. 
Considering the guidelines in place for competitive 
team sports such as baseball, soccer, and rugby, to 
name just a few, as a Host Society, we cannot offer 
athletes and their supporters the experience they de-
serve. From the beginning, our board has maintained 
the Games need to be a memorable event. For many 
athletes, this is their first experience competing at the 
provincial level, and as a host society, one of our du-
ties is to provide them with a true Saskatchewan Sum-
mer Games experience. We look ahead to welcoming 
the athletes, coaches and families when it is safe to do 
so.” – Kevin Kusch, Chair, 2021 Saskatchewan Summer 
Games Host Society

The Games were originally scheduled for July 26 to 

August 1, 2020, but were postponed until summer 2021 
during the first wave of the pandemic after an agree-
ment was reached between the three parties in April 
2020. The decision was informed through consultation 
with stakeholders, government and health officials.

Following the cancellation of these Games, the 
event will return to its quadrennial cycle, with the 
next Summer Games taking place in 2024. Saskatche-

wan Games host communities are typically awarded
through a bid process, but due to circumstances sur-
rounding the cancellation of the 2021 Summer Games,
the Saskatchewan Games Council will provide the city
of Lloydminster the right of first refusal to host the 
2024 Saskatchewan Summer Games.

“The Saskatchewan Games Council sends sincere
gratitude to the community leaders who have dedi-
cated so much time and energy towards the planning
of these Games to date, as well as the entire Lloydmin-
ster community who has, since 2018, rallied around
bringing this event to their city. We look forward to
the next opportunity where we can work together to 
deliver an exceptional, safe, and celebratory Saskatch-
ewan Summer Games for young developing athletes,
coaches and officials across our province.” – Mark 
Bracken, Saskatchewan Games Council Executive Di-
rector

The Saskatchewan Games are one of the largest 
amateur sporting events in Saskatchewan, seeing par-
ticipation from over 2,000 athletes, coaches and offi-
cials from every corner of the province. The biennial
Games, which alternate between summer and winter,
provide an opportunity for the province’s developing
athletes, coaches and officials to experience an excit-
ing multi-sport event in preparation for higher levels 
of competition, including the Canada Games, Western
Canada Summer Games, North American Indigenous 
Games, and the Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Sask. East Hockey League
ends season unhappily

By Travis Longman
Grasslands News 

Hockey is a game known for its hard hits and crush-
ing blows on the ice but the biggest hit the game in 
Saskatchewan has been taking lately has been off the 
ice. Last week the Saskatchewan Hockey Association 
announced in conjunction with the province’s busi-
ness response team that a return to play would not 
even be considered for another four weeks and game 
play won’t happen until the end of March at the ear-
liest. 

The Saskatchewan East Hockey League (SEHL) has 
already had one team announce it will not return even 
if the league does resume this season. “Theodore has 
already announced they won’t play even if we can re-
group and salvage a bit of it. League president Mike 
Stackhouse says “However I think most teams are in 
the same boat. Stackhouse is hopeful the league will 
be okay once action is able to resume. 

“If we aren’t able to play games till the end of March 
the league will have no choice but to hold off operation 
till next year.” Rocanville Tigers coach Jeff Odgers 
says “It’s a little disappointing especially with the new 
league a lot of excitement was generated and looking 
forward to the new rivalries.”

Stackhouse and Odgers are far from the only ones 
disappointed by the recent announcement “It was ex-
pected but I believe it’s not necessary! Esterhazy Fly-
ers coach Mike Kaczmar says “You can go to any big 
business and walk around with 100 strangers but can’t 
play games with 30 - 40 people. Not fair what the gov-
ernment is doing to everyone! The league for this year 
is finished unfortunately!”

It hasn’t been the inaugural season Stackhouse had 
hoped for. The league formed last year  after the Trian-
gle Hockey League disbanded. The SEHL is only one of 
the great leagues across Saskatchewan that has been 
hit harder than Scott Stevens nailed Eric Lindros. Ev-
eryone involved in the game is anxiously waiting for a 
return to the game they love. Whenever that is.

Send us your 
CONFIDENTIAL 
NEWS TIPS

@grasslandsnews.ca
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Time... to think about keeping the family dream home, 
no matter what
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Female complainant wanted payment for statement
Sgt. Sabrina Bailey

Fort Qu’Appelle Detachment

Reporting period:
Jan. 12 to Jan. 18

Traffic
A driver who decided 

to get behind the wheel 
after consuming cannabis 
had his driver’s licence 
suspended after reports 
of slow, swervy driving. 

Members guided traffic 
during freezing rain as a 
semi was being pulled out 
of the ditch.

Police investigated a 
vehicle collision involv-
ing property damage to a 
fence. 

After being pulled out 
of a ditch, it was noticed 
the driver of the vehicle 
may be impaired. Po-
lice located the vehicle 
and the driver is facing 
charges for driving while 
suspended and driving 
while impaired.

Traffic tickets were is-
sued for speeding, drive 
without valid license, 
cross solid line to change 
lanes, unlawful window 

tint, inadequate head-
lamps, and fail to dim 
headlights within 200 me-
ters of approaching vehi-
cle.

   

Mischief
A mother wanted her 

daughter removed from 
the house after some 
cake was thrown. Family 
dispute over a birthday 
party overshadowing a 
gender reveal party. No 
crime. Everyone was sep-
arated for a couple hours. 

A 911 call was re-

ceived from a mother 
who wanted her daugh-
ter to stop drinking. The 
mother was advised that 
the police cannot do any-
thing about someone 
drinking in their own 
house. The mother un-
derstood, she wanted her 
daughter to make better 

life choices. 

Crimes Against the 
Person/Property

After calling 911 to 
report being struck by a 
truck, the complainant 

did not want to provide 
a statement unless the 
RCMP paid her. She ad-
vised she was not injured, 
nothing further to follow 
up on. 

Three complaints of 
uttering threats were 
received this week. The 
first is still under inves-
tigation. The subject of 
complaint was spoken 
to in the second. A war-
rant has been issued for 
the suspect in the third, 
he will be facing charges 
for uttering threats and, 
breaching curfew condi-
tions. 

Members are investi-
gating a complaint of as-
sault with a weapon, and 
damage to property, both 
using a 9 iron. The com-
plainant is not seeking 
charges for the assault 
but would like the pursue 
the damage to his vehicle. 

Police are searching 

for a suspect after a store 
manager was assaulted. It 
is reported that an intox-
icated female did not like
the manager’s mask and
started punching him. 

Evidence from a break
and enter has been sent 
to Forensic Identification
Services for examination. 
There are no suspects at 

this time. 

Court
Although the physi-

cal court house is closed, 
court is still proceeding 
by phone appearances. 
If you are required to at-
tend court, call the court-
house at (306)787-5250
ahead of time and give
them a phone number
where they can call you 
back. If the court cannot
reach you, a bench war-
rant might be issued for 
your arrest. 

RCMP discover cocaine, two arrested
RCMP discover 7,000 

doses of cocaine while ex-
ecuting search warrants 
in Yorkton; two arrested. 

On Jan. 16 members 
of the Yorkton RCMP 
Municipal General In-
vestigative Section (GIS) 
and Yorkton RCMP De-
tachment executed a 
Controlled Drugs and 
Substances Act (CDSA) 
search warrant at an 
apartment on Bradbrooke 
Drive in Yorkton, SK.

As a result of the 
search, police located 
51.8 grams of cocaine and 
$1,475 in Canadian cur-
rency.

Evidence found during 
the search resulted in 
a second CDSA search 
warrant being executed 
at another residence on 

Second Avenue South in 
Yorkton, SK, where 296.1 
grams of cocaine was 
seized.

Between the two 
searches, a total of 498 in-
dividual bags of cocaine 
were seized, with a total 
weight of 347.9 grams. 
This is equivalent to 
more than 7,000 individ-
ual doses of cocaine.

Two individuals have 
been charged in relation 
to this investigation:

34-year-old Latoya 
Pauchay of Yorkton, SK, 
has been charged with 
Possession for the Pur-
pose of Trafficking Co-
caine, contrary to Section 
5(2) of the CDSA. 

She is scheduled to ap-
pear in Yorkton Provin-
cial Court on Feb. 8, 2021.

A 17-year-old youth of 
Edmonton, AB, has been 
charged with Possession 
for the Purpose of Traf-
ficking Cocaine, contrary 
to Section 5(2) of the 

CDSA, and Trafficking 
Cocaine, contrary to sec-
tion 5(1) of the CDSA. He 
was scheduled to appear 
in Yorkton Provincial 
Court on Jan. 18.

news@grasslandsnews.ca
1-844-GNG-NEWS
1-844- 464-6397

www.grasslandsnews.ca



It can be a challenge to 
become motivated about 
a new year. An old year 
like 2020 can continue to 
cause us indigestion in 
2021. 

January always wob-
bles around on shaky legs 
trying to get a solid foot-
ing among all the unfin-
ished problems left from 
the previous year. Ed, my 
old neighbor in Saskatch-
ewan, like many others, 
is finding it hard to have 
much enthusiasm for this 
new year of ours.

When I talked to Ed 
on New Year’s Day, I 
told him that our curling 
might begin on Jan. 14, 
or it might not, depend-
ing on COVID-19 cases. 
Shutdowns and the can-
cellation of team sports 
will still be a challenge 
for some of us in the first 
months of 2021.

I told Ed, “No sense 
of whining about limita-
tions. We will curl when 
we can in the coming 
year.” 

Ed felt that I was un-
characteristically posi-
tive, and he was sure I’ll 
be complaining before 
this new year progresses 
far.

Last year proved our 
plans and traditions 
might go up in smoke 
through circumstances 
beyond our control. We 
like our comfortable 
truths and time-honored 
traditions. Life can chal-
lenge our long-held be-
liefs and traditions. 

The opportunity to 
meet God personally may 
come at any time when 
we least expect it. What 
we know is limited until 
God opens our under-
standing of the limits of 
our traditions and beliefs. 
God alone gives us the 

living waters to eternal 
life.

The fourth chapter of 
John tells of a Samari-
tan woman who found 
a stranger, a Jew, at 
her village well when 
she went to draw water. 
The Jew, Jesus, asked 
her, “Will you give me a 
drink?” (verse 7) 

The Samaritan woman 
answered, “You are a 
Jew, and I am a Samar-
itan woman. How can 
you ask me for a drink?” 
(verse 9) 

The woman was 
amazed at Jesus’ request 
because she was bound 
with the belief that Jews 
do not associate with Sa-
maritans. The woman’s 
respect for her people’s 
ideas prevented her from 
seeing Jesus as anything 
more than a Jew with an 
unheard-of request. She 
could not even see beyond 
Jesus as a Jew, to merely 

a thirsty man asking for a 
drink of water.

Our beliefs and tradi-
tions hold us captive to 
how we react to others. 
As the woman at the well 
talked to Jesus, she was 
focused on how Jews 
were different from her 
people, the Samaritans. 
After Jesus spoke of her 
having five husbands and 
the man she was living 
with was not her hus-
band, the woman saw 
Jesus as a prophet. 

Her focus remained 
on worship traditions 
between Jews and Sa-
maritans, whether they 

should worship on their 
mountain or at Jerusalem 
as the Jews do. 

The woman shared 
that the coming Mes-
siah would explain ev-
erything to them. Jesus 
confessed to the woman 
that she was talking to 

the Messiah. She rushed 
into her city and gath-
ered the people to come 
and see if Jesus was the 
Messiah. Many met Jesus 
and believed that he was 
indeed the Messiah, as he 
claimed. 

Our long-held beliefs 

and traditions must con-
nect us with the living
Christ who is worshipped 
neither on the mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. 

“God is Spirit, and his 
worshippers must worship 
in spirit and truth.” (John 
4:24)  

 Sunday service 10:30 a.m. 
Service is also available on YouTube and will be 

livestreamed. Please call the church at 306-332-5807 
for information regarding COVID-19 regulations 

or check our website: valleyalliance.ca

VALLEY ALLIANCE
  CHURCH Fort Qu’Appelle

KNOX 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Services - 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Seon Ok Lee

NEW LIFE
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Worship Service ~ 10:30 a.m.
Wed. ~ Kids Club ~ 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

Held at New Life Church
(Ages 5 - 10) 

Fri. ~ Youth Group ~ 7:00 p.m.
(Ages 11 & Up)

Pastor Doug Lancaster

EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY 

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Service – 10:30 a.m. 
Friday Youth Bible Study –

6:00 p.m.
Pastor Samuel Jung

WAPELLA CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
Service – 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH

*January Sunday Mass

11:00 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WAPELLA

*No Services 
until futher notice

ST. MARY’S 
ANGLICAN CHURCH 
*Services CANCELLED 

until further notice 

WHITEWOOD 
UNITED CHURCH

*Jan. 24 - 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service

WHITEWOOD AND AREA

Granite, Bronze, Marble Monuments, Grave Covers, Vases,

529 Main St. South,
Box 476, Ituna, Sask. S0A 1N0

Ph. (306) 795-2428
Serving Surrounding Areas Since 1960

TYMIAK’S MONUMENTS
& GRAVE SURFACING CO.

Matthews Funeral Home
Melville’s only locally-owned funeral home.

Mark and Gaylene Matthews and staff

.ca

Tubman Funeral Home
Cremation and Funeral Services

Denton Keating

Authorized Agents for 
Summit Memorials Ltd.

210 Claude Street

P.O. Box 351, Wolseley, SK S0G 5H0

Tel.: 1-306-698-2557

1-800-667-8962

Fax: 1-306-698-2559

tubman.funeral.home@sasktel.net

www.tubmanfh .com

Honoured Provider 
Dignity Memorial®

“Treating Your Family like a part of
Ours for 4 Generations”

Raymond and Crystal Bailey,
Don Klus and Len Varga

Located at 5th Ave. W and Main St., Melville, SK

CAROLE ARMSTRONG

• Monument Sales
• Lettering on

Monuments & Markers

 306-332-1335
or 306-728-8197

GRANITE, MARBLE, 
BRONZE MONUMENTS

Second Inscriptions
Vases, Cremation Urns

Did You Know? If you have a prearranged funeral plan with another funeral 

home you have the right, by law, to transfer that plan to any other funeral 

home in the province, often at no charge to you.

Call us for details!
Authorized agent for Canada Purple Shield / Familyside.                                         Elden Conley LFD / LE / CCT - Owner / Manager

Did Y K ? If h

Family Owned and Operated

Check our pricing – You will be
glad you did!

Like and follow us on facebook for the latest obituary updates.

FORT QU’APPELLE – 306-332-0555
266 Boundary Ave. N.

RAYMORE – 306-746-1000  
116 Main Street

WOLSELEY – 306-698-5000
900 Front Street

www.conleyfuneralhome.ca

Directory

Melville’s Churches
Welcome You

*  *  *

Corner 6th Ave. E. & Main St.

Jan. 24:

Jan. 24:
A

capacity of 30 people. All services can be streamed live on 
Facebook page Sunday mornings. Sunday morning live streams 

                                                                                        

5th Ave. E. & King St.
 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 noon

SUSPENDED
remainder of January 2021

                                                                                     

 
(A Church with a Caring Heart)

rince Edward St. (Melville Comm. Works)  

 10:00 a.m. Doors Open –  10:30 a.m. Worship Service

More information available online at:
Website: www.melvilleriverchurch.org

                                                                                      

th Ave. W.

 11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Attendance restrictions still apply. 

Jan. 24 : Closed. No Service
Jan. 31 : Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
                                                                                          

115 - 11th Ave. W.

www.facebook.com/melvillepentchurchsk
Jan. 24: 

                                                                                          

 

facebook.com/gslcmelville

at 10:30 a.m. Online Facebook Worship
                                                                                        

 
Corner of 3rd Ave. E. & Manitoba St.

Fr. Basil Malowany

11:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
 11:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Please 

                                                                                         

OMI
: 7:00 p.m. 

 10:00 a.m. 
                                                                                         

(Lutheran Church - Canada) 

Website: www.zionlutheranmelville.com

 11:00 a.m. Divine Service

Church of the Lutheran Hour heard Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
on 940 CJGX Radio, Yorkton

Neighbourly Advice According to ED - Ray Maher 

Find new truth beyond traditions and beliefs

19



 

DIRECTIONS:

 

CROSSWORDS Copyright © 2018, Penny PressPUZZLE NO. 058

ACROSS

1. False front
4. Posture
8. Hole punches
12. Pigeon’s call
13. Berserk
14. Parcel
15. Lodge
16. Source
18. Downfall
20. Discontinued
21. Switch positions
22. Mr. Boggs
23. Earn
26. Moray, e.g.
27. Tatter
30. Golf club
31. Be in debt
32. Present!
33. Hoover ____
34. Poor mark
35. Healer
36. Partly open
38. “____ and Away”

39. Estate house
41. Steak type
45. Band
47. Fruit juice
48. Looked at
49. Compass point
50. Toll
51. Talk back
52. Handicrafts
53. Feeling low

DOWN

1. Corrosive

2. Ice-cream ____

3. Lots

4. Father, e.g.

5. Portents

6. Cushy

7. Add to

8. Adjust

9. Nomad

10. Parasites

11. Coaster

17. Genuine

19. Penny, e.g.

22. Petite

23. Halfway

24. Timespan

25. Woos

26. She-sheep

28. Animosity

29. ____ your request

31. Above, to bards

32. Fling

34. Risk

35. Gem weights

37. Travolta et al.

38. Earliest

39. Forest-floor plant

40. Region

41. Celebrity

42. Dunces

43. Thought

44. Poverty

46. ____ urchin

Submit your favorite recipe to ads@grasslandsnews.ca

When seeking recipes for cold days, consider those comfort foods that can be enjoyed warm to chase away the chill. “Croissant Bread Pud-

Croissant Bread Pudding FAVORITES

WEEK OF  
JANUARY 24 TO 30, 2021

THE LUCKIEST SIGNS THIS WEEK:
VIRGO, LIBRA AND SCORPIO

ARIES
After a few celebrations, your 
house might feel like it’s been 
turned upside down, so you’ll 
quickly set about restoring or-
der. A major cleaning is needed, 
and you’ll unclutter your mind in 
the process.

TAURUS
You won’t hesitate to speak your 
mind and voice your concerns 
when others won’t. You might 
also write a poem or express 
something that ends up being 
quoted around the world, much 
to your surprise.

GEMINI
You’ll be worried about a financial 
issue. It’s probably just a simple 
mistake though, such as a bill ad-
dressed to the wrong person. 
You’ll soon be smiling again, and 
your natural charisma will return. 

CANCER
You’ll have a lot going on. Your 
loved ones will get you to par-
ticipate in a few activities or  
at least succeed in getting you 
out of the house. You’ll be tal-
ked into signing up for a group 
course of some kind.

LEO
You’ll need a second cup of cof-
fee to feel like yourself and do 
away with procrastination. After-
ward, you’ll become incredibly ef-
fective at kick-starting new pro-
jects and achieving certain goals.

VIRGO
In the middle of a crowd, you 
won’t always know how to push 
your way through it. At work, 
your boss, clients or colleagues 
will frequently seem uncertain 
and make a lot of vague requests.

LIBRA
At work, you’ll be entitled to a 
significant promotion. Before you 
agree to anything, however, it’s 
vital that you talk it over with 
your partner and the rest of 
your family to avoid any misun-
derstandings. 

SCORPIO
The winter blues are setting in 
and beginning to affect you more 
and more. It won’t be long be-
fore you start planning a vaca-
tion somewhere tropical. Good 
times ahead will re-energize you. 

SAGITTARIUS
You’ll be very sensitive, and your 
emotions might play tricks on 
you. You’ll shed some light on a 
nefarious affair at work or pos-
sibly within the family.

CAPRICORN
You’ll need to hone your nego-
tiation skills, both in your perso nal 
and professional life. You have 
everything you need to reach a 
lasting agreement that will impact 
the rest of your career.

AQUARIUS
You’ll find yourself the focus of 
everyone’s attention, which will 
make you very happy. You might 
also receive a reward or possibly 
some kind of promotion at work.

PISCES
If your health is the least bit fra-
gile these days, it would be a 
good idea to take some time to 
rest. Fortunately, the sleep you 
get will be incredibly restorative, 
and you’ll quickly recover your 
strength.

INGREDIENTS

Jonathan

divided

• 1 orange
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CLASSIFIEDS
ONE AD, THREE NEWSPAPERS: All classified ads appear in the Melville Advance, Fort Qu’Appelle Times and Whitewood/Grenfell Herald Sun

1-844-GNG-NEWSCLASSIFIED RATES
(based on 25 words or less) 

1 week: $12.00 • 2 weeks: $18.00 • 3 weeks: $24.00 • 4 weeks: $28.00 

Additional weeks: $2.50 • Deadline: Tuesdays at 12 noon Email: production2@grasslandsnews.ca

Obituary
Eileen Margrethe Hodges/

Wihak (nee Petersen) passed 
away peacefully with family 
by her side on Tuesday, Dec. 
22, 2020 at the age of 87 af-
ter a brief illness. 

She was predeceased by 
her husband of 38 years, Al-
exander Wihak; and son-in-
law, Mark Daunheimer.  

Eileen is cherished and 
loved by her daughters, 
Sandra Ocrane (Larry), Mar-
jorie Swab (Elden), Karen 
Daunheimer, Mary-Anne Wihak (Larry Buhler); as well as 
eight grandchildren, Maria (Greg), Alexander (Paige), An-
drea (Curtis), Steven (Alison), Jill (Nick), Ben, Ty, Spencer; 
and her nine great-grandchildren, Sienna, Keyerra, Koen, 
Karsyn, Caeden, James, Alexander, Witt, and Annaliese. 
She is also survived by her husband of 29 years, Ken Hodg-
es and his family. She will be missed by many Petersen and 
Wihak nieces, nephews and friends.

The youngest of seven children, Eileen was born in 1933 
on the farm of Danish immigrants, Carl and Charlotte Pe-
tersen near Riverhurst, Sask. She attended the local one- 
room schoolhouse and skipped many grades to complete 
grade eight by age 10, grade 12 at Regina  Balfour Colle-
giate by age 14, and graduated from Moose Jaw “Normal 

was in Cupar, Sask. at age 16, then Indian Head, and then 
Melville, where she spent most of her teaching career.  

In 1953 she married Alexander Wihak and they raised 
a family of four daughters. Their family life centred around 
school activities, church, sports, music, friends and fami-
ly holidays. Eileen was patient, encouraging and kind, yet 
perfected many of her teaching skills at home. Upon hear-
ing her disciplinary “teacher’s voice”, her daughters readied 
themselves for “visits to the corner”, “writing sets of lines”, 
or “verbal repetitions of correct grammar usage”. She loved 
teaching, especially young children, and whether it was 
her students, her own children, her grandchildren or great- 
grandchildren she tailored her support to the personality of 
each one. 

She loved to read, had a sense of adventure, enjoyed 
nature, camping and travelling. Road trips to see grandchil-
dren became a highlight of her life right up until Al’s death in 
1990. Eileen retired from a 42-year teaching career in 1991. 
She always enjoyed her St. Henry’s Elementary School 
teaching peers and the superannuated Teachers’ banquets, 
but in recent times especially looked forward to going for 
coffee at Tim Hortons with a group of friends comprised of 
mainly retired teachers. 

She married Ken Hodges, a family friend, in 1991. Their 
marriage proved to be a launching point for Eileen’s involve-
ment in The Royal Canadian Legion, the Scandinavian Club 
and many happy years of travelling: on bus tours, to con-
ferences, family reunions and spending winters in Arizona. 
She was an armchair sports fan with two favourite teams. 
She watched all the Blue Jay games, and would help Ken 
garb up in their “Rider T-Shirts” for televised Rider football 
games.

her beloved “tiger lilies” and hanging pots. Her vegetable 
garden was expressly planted, so she could make her cov-
eted beet, bean and dill pickles as gifts for others. She be-
gan baking cookies for her Christmas gifts on Nov.1 and 
baked a triple or quadruple batch every day until the 20 or 

from her daughter Karen, she packaged them and usually 

ber. 
She was delighted to have family come to visit her espe-

cially when she held a great-grandchild. She loved to share 
tidbits of trivia, famous sayings and family history. Eileen 
will be missed by those who knew and loved her. Her life 
was a legacy well lived “teaching us how to love with our 
lives”!   

A private funeral for Eileen will be held at Melville’s First 
United Church. Eileen’s family would like to host a “celebra-
tion of her life” for extended family and friends in the future 
if COVID-19 restrictions allow. 

Eileen Margrethe Hodges
Feb. 1, 1933 – Dec. 22, 2020 Obituary

Hedwig (Heddie) Flor-
ence Speidelsbach was born 
March 26, 1926, to Philip 
and Maria Zorn in Oakshela, 
Sask. She attended school in 
the one-room schoolhouse 
in Oakshela until Grade 8. 
Being one of the eldest chil-
dren, Heddie was responsi-
ble for chores and helping 
out around the farm, includ-

horses.
During WWII, Heddie was a hired hand for farmers 

around the area because many of the sons were gone to 
war. During this time, she wrote many letters to Pete and 
others from the Oakshela area who were overseas. Upon 
Pete’s return from overseas, he and Heddie were married 
on March 24, 1946. Shortly after that, they moved to Cres-

Alvin, was born. Not long after Alvin’s birth, they made the 
big move back to Saskatchewan, where they took up farm-
ing south of Oakshela. Their second son, Wayne, was born 
in November 1949.

canning and preserving her harvest for the family, but her 
favourite job was to be Pete’s right-hand man, whether it 

1960, they welcomed their daughter, Marilyn, to the family.
Pete and Heddie continued to farm until Pete’s health 

forced them to retire to Grenfell in 1977. Heddie still had 
her large garden but now had time to add things like knit-
ting and crocheting, helping out the Legion ladies and going 

right-hand man didn’t change though; now it just included 
carpentry and handing him things before he even knew he 
needed them. And, of course, we can’t forget the almost 
revolving door to her kitchen, where everyone was welcome 
to stop for a coffee and a piece of cake or cookies she had 
baked.

After Pete’s passing in 2003, Heddie decided to move 
into a seniors’ unit until she didn’t feel comfortable being on 
her own any longer. She then moved to Wolseley Lakeside 
Home, where she remained until her passing on Saturday, 
Jan. 9, 2021.

Heddie was predeceased by her husband, Peter, and 
her son, Wayne. She is survived by her son, Alvin (Car-
ol) Speidelsbach of Grenfell and their two sons: Kevin (Ta-
mara) Speidelsbach of Grenfell, Tyler (Mandy), Mia and 
William Speidelsbach of Herbert, Jesslynn (Jason) and 
Joel Ravndahl of Birch Hills, and Kailee (Dylan) Bachelu 
of Francis; Bradley (Tanya) Speidelsbach of Grenfell, Jor-
dyn Speidelsbach (friend Shaine Delorme) of Moose Jaw 
and Keegan Speidelsbach of Grenfell; one daughter-in-
law, Brenda Speidelsbach and her children, Devon (Lisa) 
Lainey and Danika Speidelsbach of Regina, Marnie (Colin) 
and Daxen Levesque of Regina and their half-sister, Jami 
Johnson, Kasey and Ashley of Penticton, BC; one daughter, 
Marilyn (Rick) Diacon of Moose Jaw and her son, Benjamin 
Hoffman.

A private family funeral service took place on Saturday, 
Jan. 16, 2021, at Grenfell Apostolic Church with the Rev. 

their memories of Heddie, and Rick Diacon sang “How 
Great Thou Art” as a tribute.  Interment took place at Oak-
shela Cemetery with Kevin Speidelsbach, Bradley Spe-
idelsbach, Devon Speidelsbach, Marnie Levesque, Tyler 
Speidelsbach and Keegan Speidelsbach as pallbearers.

Arrangements were entrusted to Matthews Funeral 
Home, Melville and Whitewood.

Hedwig Speidelsbach
March 26, 1926 - Jan. 9, 2021Obituary

It is with profound sad-
ness that we share the news 
of the passing of Kon Rippert 
– beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, uncle, 
mentor and friend. As a man 
of faith, honor, integrity and 
character, Kon always had 
a smile, wave or a tease for 
everyone he met. Kon had 
a gruff exterior, but he was 
a teddy bear on the inside, 
never more evidenced than 
the look in his eyes when he 
saw his grandchildren. His strong, caring character is the 
legacy he passes on to his family. 

The Qu’Appelle Valley had Kon’s heart. He and Joyce 

Jennifer, to establish their home in the valley. Kon then 
started Marine Services, which evolved into a track, dolly 
and dock manufacturing business over the 54 years he 
owned and operated it. Kon built the family home with his 
own hands in 1971 and the family moved in with their sec-
ond daughter, Kerri. The family defended that home from 

ily home and established his business at the top of the Val-
ley, where it continues today. 

In his early years, Kon raced high speed boats and 
snowmobiles. His love of speed gave way to 10 pin bowling, 
hockey, curling and skiing; he was a proud member of the 
Old Timers hockey team and was forever a supporter of the 
Saskatchewan Roughriders. Kon had a strong commitment 
to community as evidenced through his time as a 30+ year 
Rotarian, hosting Rotary Youth Exchange students and 
being involved in the development of countless communi-
ty projects. He was a very active member of the Volunteer 
Ambulance Service when it began in Fort Qu’Appelle. Kon 
was a member of the Fort Qu’Appelle town council and was 

Hill. Kon cared deeply for his community and wanted to see 
it not only survive, but thrive. Kon was an early supporter 
of the Fort Winter Festival and actively participated in the 
fundraising efforts of his daughters, resulting in frequent-
ly being mistaken as a Bingo Palace employee. He gave 
up his May 24th weekends to ensure the smiles of many 
lakeside residents by getting their boats running and on the 
Calling Lakes so they could enjoy the water as much as he 
did. 

Kon was a loyal and caring friend and moved through 
the community supporting and encouraging his friends: 
stopping by a local business to ask the owner how they are 
doing or taking a struggling friend for coffee or a sandwich 

strong and viable. 
Kon’s pride and joy were his family and friends; he loved 

travel, family ski trips, extended family gatherings, mock 
‘Stampede breakfasts’, Sunday days off on the boat on the 
lakes surrounding the Fort, and rousing board games and 
cards with friends and family. He had a soft spot for animals 
and any animal that darkened his door always found love, 
food and a welcoming home. 

He was predeceased by his niece, Cheryl Niven. Kon is 
survived by his wife Joyce; daughters, Jennifer (Sheldon) 
Green, Kerri (Allan) Beuker, and Kristal (Darrin) Heise; 

Beuker, Brandon and Alyssa Heise; sister Maria (Adolf) 
Volk; brother Henry (MaryAnn) Rippert; and nieces, Lisa 
(Dean) Rushka, Stacey Rippert and Tanya (Rob) Anand. 

A celebration of Kon’s Life will take place at a later date. 
In his memory, Kon’s family asks that donations be made 
to the All Nations’ Healing Hospital Charity Fund (STARS 
Helipad Fund) in his name. 

Eyes closed, feet up, rushing wind on faces. Time stands 
still. Gliding along, rhythmic thunk, splash…engine purrs, 
easing ever more swiftly into the mystic… sun dancing on 
ripples. He stands at the helm, contented, at peace with the 
world and joy in his heart. Go well, dear heart. 

Family and friends are invited to view the online obituary 
and tributes page at www.reginafuneralhome.ca

Arrangements entrusted to Regina Funeral Home and 
Cemetery (306) 789-8850.  

Konrad Rippert Jr.
Feb. 13, 1938 - Jan. 12, 2021

Obituary and Classified Deadline 
Tuesdays 12 Noon – email: production2@grasslandsnews.ca

What’s happening in your area?
Send your  events to: 

ads@grasslandsnews.ca or

production@grasslandsnews.ca

306-728-5448
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MITRENGA – In loving memory of 
Eleanor, who passed away Jan. 18, 
2012 and Hugo, who passed away 
Jan. 24, 2019.  
Our lives go on without you both  
And nothing is the same,  
We have to hide our heartaches  
When someone speaks your names. 
Sad are the hearts that love you  
Silent the tears that fall,  
Living our lives without you both  
Is the hardest part of all.  
You did so many things for us  
Your heart always kind and true,  
And when we needed someone  
most  
We could always count on you both. 
–Sadly missed by Sheila and Jerry, 
Karen and Doug, your grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.  
    51-1p

 Thank you to the wonderful 
neighbours and friends for all the 
shovelling of snow, etc., Christmas 
goodies, rides, phone calls and 
prayers and to Moosomin hospital 
and nursing home for the wonderful 
care given to Roger. Thank you to 
all and God bless you all.   
–Roger, Margaret, Dean and family. 
  31-1p

1998 POLARIS 600 Triple XLT 
Special. Starts great, runs great, 
hand warmers, thumb warmers. 
Shedded most of the time. $2,800. 
306-728-4665.  49-4p

WANTED TO RENT – Farmland 
near Melville. Cash rent. Prefer 3 - 5 
year term. 306-631-1586.  51-8p

FOR RENT – 1- and 2-bedroom 

Melville. Appliances included. Phone 
306-728-3652, 306-728-3539 or 
306-607-9071. 49-8tfp

ABERNETHY HOUSING Authority 
has two 1 bedroom senior suites  
and two 3 bedroom houses available 
for rent. For more information con-
tact Anne Marie Moulding, housing 
manager, at 306-335-7638.  
 42-12tfc

FOR RENT – Nice 2-bedroom apart-
ment in Melville with fridge, stove, air 
conditioning, free laundry and plug-
in parking. With off-suite storage. 
For inquires please call 306-260-
7447.     49-4p

SEEKING RELATIVES – Oxford 
House Saskatchewan is seeking rel-
atives of Gerald Joseph Melanson, 

Sask. Please call 306-570-5708 
ASAP.  51-2p

150 ANTIQUE TRACTORS, muse-
um quality farm implements, 2 vis-
ible gas pumps and much more. 
Saturday, Jan. 30, 9 a.m. Live online 
@ schmalzauctions.com Schmalz 
Auctions, Prince Albert, SK.

ADVERTISEMENTS and state-
ments contained herein are the sole 
responsibility of the persons or enti-
ties that post the advertisement, 
and the Saskatchewan Weekly 
Newspaper Association and mem-
bership do not make any warranty 
as to the accuracy, completeness, 
truthfulness or reliability of such 
advertisements. For greater infor-
mation on advertising conditions, 

Blanket Advertising Conditions on 
our website at www.swna.com

PROVINCE-WIDE CLASSIFIEDS. 
Reach over 550,000 readers weekly. 
Call this newspaper NOW or 306-
649.1405 for details.

Dale’s Painting

306-728-4392
602 - 8th Ave. W.

Melville tfn/2nd
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Memorium

For Rent

Farmland Wanted

Card of Thanks

Province Wide

Seeking  RelativesRecreational

A competitive wage, benefi ts and the perfect part-time work schedule. 
Th at’s what you’ll get as Member Advisor at our Broadview location. 
Working Monday – Friday from 9:45 am – 3:15 pm, you’ll be able to 
maintain a healthy life/work balance serving our members in a collab-
orative environment. Add a competitive starting wage of $24.83 and a 
stellar benefi ts package and you’ve got the perfect gig! 
What you’ll do
• Complete a variety of service and sale transactions while providing 
outstanding member service
• Provide fi nancial advice that looks out for the members’ best interest
• Spot member needs and off er products, services, referrals and tools 
that help them reach their goals
• Solve problems members encounter when using online banking or 
Affi  nity Mobile
• Off er technological solutions through our robust digital banking 
tools
What you can expect in return
• Th e support to grow in your career with ample opportunities to ad-
vance
• A starting wage of $24.83 plus bonuses for your hard work
• A total rewards package including health and dental benefi ts, pen-
sion and health spending account
• Vacation time, personal days off  and a paid volunteer day
• A referral bonus when you scout great talent and they’re hired to 
join our team
What you’ve got
•A post-secondary diploma or degree in a related fi eld or an equivalent 
combination of education and experience
•Th e personality and skills to interact with and serve members, aiming 
to make their interactions with us the best part of their day.
•Ample experience using digital tools and apps that can help our mem-
bers with their banking (online banking, smartphones, tablets, etc.)
How to throw your hat in the ring
•Forward your cover letter and resume to careers@affi  nitycu.ca or 
drop them off  at any Affi  nity CU location.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Member Advisor

Th e Town of Whitewood is accepting tenders for the 

property located at 605 Th ird Avenue.

   - Built in 1950

   - Approximate Property Size 135’ x 380’

   - Previously used as a Locker Plant

   - Sold As Is
   

Submit Sealed Tender to Town of Whitewood

by mail at Box 129, Whitewood, Saskatchewan S0G 

5C0

Tender closes January 29, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.

PROPERTY TENDER

auth. by Chief.Agent@MaverickParty.ca

Obituary
Elizabeth (nee Hain) War-

ner was born May 16, 1922, 
to Philip and Elizabeth (Ser-
fas) Hain of Neudorf, Sask. 
Heaven gained another an-
gel on Sunday, Jan. 10, 2021, 
when Elizabeth passed away 
peacefully with family at her 
side in Broadview Centennial 
Lodge, Broadview, Sask.  

Elizabeth grew up on the 
family farm in the Neudorf 
area and attended Baber 
School. In 1938 the Hain 
family moved to a farm at Grenfell, Sask. On Sept. 17, 1939 
Elizabeth married George Warner. During their 55 years of 
marriage they were blessed with seven children.  

Elizabeth is survived by her children: Shirley March, 
Elaine Armstrong, Vera Hamilton, Raymond Warner (An-
gie), Arlene Mailhiot and Terry Warner (Lois); daughter-in-
law, Wendy Warner; grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
great-great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and cousins.

Elizabeth was predeceased by her parents; siblings; hus-
band George; son Glen; sons-in-law, Lynn Hamilton, Owen 
Armstrong, Serge Mailhiot and Bill March; grandson Troy 
Warner; grandson-in-law, Brian Liesch and great-grandson, 
Ryan Liesch.  

A private family service will be held in Grenfell United 
Church on Saturday, Jan. 23, 2021 at 2 p.m. Interment to 
follow in Grenfell Cemetery. Live streaming of this service 
will be available at www.tubmanfh.com 

The family wishes to send a sincere ‘thank you’ to all 
the staff of the former Grenfell Pioneer Home and the staff 
at Broadview Centennial Lodge for the kindness and care 
shown to Elizabeth during her stay in each facility.  

Box 658, Grenfell, SK S0G 2B0 or Broadview Health Foun-
dation (Broadview Centennial Lodge Activity Department), 
Box 608, Broadview, SK S0G 0K0. Online condolences 
may be made at www.tubmanfh.com

Elizabeth Warner
May 16, 1922 - Jan. 10, 2021

QUICK SOLD AUCTION
Serving Southeast Saskatchewan. 
Let us help you sell your items, get-
ting you the best possible price in 
the least amount of time. Items will 
get Canada-wide coverage with our 
Online auction.
Specializing in antiques, vintage 
and collectible items of all kinds.
Certified personal property ap-

until you talk to us.
Free consultations call 

306-728-5552 or 306-730-7310
quicksoldauctions.com

PL#508277
 51-8p

Auctions

Primrose Chateau
Residents of 

Primrose Chateau 
continue living 

independently; doing 
the things they love, 
while we provide the 
support to make it 

possible.
During this time of 
isolation being in a 
safe environment 
with full services 

such as meals and 
social activities is 
very important for 

your health and well 
being.

Please call to 
discover how our 

home can become 
your home.

Atria Retirement 
Canada

Sandy 306-850-1499
www.primrosechateau.ca 

Heavy Duty Mechanics
required:

Late model, clean CAT,
JD equip;  winch, dump,
gravel trucks, and
trailers.  Both camp and 
shop locations; R & B 
provided 

Wage negotiable.  
Clean drivers abstract 

a must.   
Send resume and 

work references to: 
Bryden Construction  

Fax: 306-769-8844

brydenconstruct@
xplornet.ca

www.
brydenconstruction

andtransport.ca

HELP STOP THE 
SPREAD OF FAKE 

NEWS! 

The global COVID-19 
pandemic means 
learning how to 

SPOT fake news has 
never been more 

important.

Protect yourself 
with media literacy 
in 4 simple steps.

Watch the video at 
SPOTfakenews.ca

HIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 

The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and up to 

$50,000 Lump sum 
refund. 
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 
Providing assistance 
during Covid.

Expert Help:  
1-844-453-5372
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We want your winter & summer 
FUN PHOTOS
Email your photos to ads@grasslandsnews.ca for your chance to win $100 cash! 
Photos collected may be featured in an upcoming 

WIN a $100 CASH! 
and you’ll be entered to win $100 dollars CASH!
Draw will be made May 1, 2021. 

WIN
$100
CASH!

WIN
$100
CASH!

Grasslands News

Photocontest

Van explodes

-

Sask. Crime Stoppers has another successful year
In recognition of Janu-

ary being National Crime 
Stoppers Month, Sas-
katchewan Crime Stop-
pers announced another 
successful year in 2020. 

Through the coopera-
tive efforts of the public 
to anonymously report 
detailed tip information 
and working in partner-
ship with law enforce-
ment to ensure the proper 
information is collected 
for investigation, Sas-
katchewan Crime Stop-
pers continues to play a 
significant role in making 

our communities safer.
Saskatchewan Crime 

Stoppers was honored 
with the 2020 Interna-
tional Crime Stoppers 
Award for Total Prop-
erty Recovered in juris-
dictions of 300,000 to 1 
million population. The 
program saw an increase 
of 1400 per cent from the 
previous year through 
the seizure of property, 
cash, and illegal drugs 
resulting from successful 
tips. Other highlights in-
clude the ever-expanding 
increase of their social 

media presence on Face-
book with over 27,000 
followers along with con-
tinuing to reach out to all 
areas of the province to 
promote and bring aware-
ness to the benefits of the 
program. 

Since inception of the 
program in 1987, Sas-
katchewan Crime Stop-
pers has assisted law 
enforcement in 3455 ar-
rests, 3985 cases cleared 
with $9,939,415 in prop-
erty recovered, $8,529,021 
in drugs seized, and 
$18,510,729 in total recov-

ered.
Saskatchewan Crime 

Stoppers acknowledged 
the tremendous support 
and financial contribu-
tion of its sponsors, and 
the successful partner-
ship with the RCMP to 
operate the program. The 
organization said they 
look forward to continu-
ing to work together into 
the future to ensure the 
safety of our communi-
ties.

To submit a tip indi-
viduals can call 1-800-
222-8477 (TIPS), access 

the website at www.sask-
crimestoppers.com or use 
the P3 app for tablets and 
smartphones. All contact 
remains anonymous and 

anyone providing infor-
mation that results in an 
arrest or charge may be 
eligible for cash rewards
of up to $2000. 

BELIEVE IT?  

Don’t fall victim to 
sharing fake news 
about COVID-19 

online. 

Learn the four 
simple steps that 

will help you 
SPOT fake news 

online.

Watch the video at 
SPOTfakenews.ca

INTERESTED 
IN STARTING A 

SMALL BUSINESS?

COMMERCIAL 
CLEANING OPPORTUNITY 
NOW AVAILABLE IN YOUR 

AREA!

PLEASE VISIT: 
www.moderncanada.ca 

OR CALL 
1-866-266-6441 

TODAY FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON HOW 

TO BECOME A MODERN 
BUSINESS PARTNER. 
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RM of Willowdale #153
 MLS®SK838401

$285,000

269A Hamilton Road, Yorkton, SK    Phone: 306-783-6666

Each Offi  ce is Independently Owned & Operated  

www.remax-bluechip-yorkton-sk.ca

Blue Chip Realty
SERVING MELVILLE AND AREA

RM of Orkney, York Lake 
Land MLS®SK813504

$1,200,000

108 Indian Point, Crooked
Lake  MLS®SK814800

$125,000

205 Taylor St. - Neudorf 
MLS®SK815620

$77,000

RM of Good Lake
MLS®SK817569

$649,000

208-210 Criddle Ave - 
Crooked Lake MLS®SK817614

$359,000

327/333 - 6th Ave. E.
MLS®SK804573

$56,500

7 Carlton Bay 
MLS®SK809915

$245,000

301 - 5th Ave. E
  MLS®SK810235

$87,000

423 - 9th Ave. W. 
MLS®SK817235

$199,500

829 Main St. 
MLS®SK824177

$129,000

329 - 3rd Ave. W. 
MLS®SK823956

$149,000

Lisa Kirkwood
Residential Specialist

306-728-6789

 lkirkwood@remax.net

8 Carlton Bay
MLS®SK813274

$289,900

Shawn Pryhitka
Agriculture Specialist

306-621-9798

spryhitka@remax-yorkton.ca

223 Main St., Neudorf 
MLS®SK827582

$39,900

256 - 6th Ave. E.  
MLS®SK798466

$84,900

374 - 8th Ave. W. 
MLS®SK834381

$169,000

310 Main St. - Neudorf 
MLS®SK837324

$69,900

358 - 5th Ave. W. 
MLS®SK836017

$54,900,

Includes Empty Lots on  

Both Sides of House

368 Manitoba St.
MLS®SK826083

$60,000

317 - 8th Ave. W. 
MLS®SK832013

$128,500

RM of Wallace #243 -
Acreage MLS®SK817645

$499,000

537 - 5th St. NE - Ituna 
MLS®SK823881

$100,000

RM of Stanley #215 -
Land MLS®SK833880

$575,000

528 Main St.
MLS®SK 839454

$189,000189,00000

JUST LISTED

202 - 5th Ave. W.
MLS®SK839162

$135,000135,00000

JUST LISTED

h A
Duplex


