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With Gratitude to all Canada’s Veterans 
and Peacekeepers.  

Remembering our family members 
who served in WWII

• Dr. Ross B. Harvey
• Harold D. Baller
• Howard Baller

• Lloyd G. Baller (killed in France)
• Walter E. Baller
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From November 5-11—Veterans’ 
Week—we honour those who have 
served Canada, past and present, in 
times of war, military conflict and 
peace. This year’s theme is the 75th 
anniversary of the end of the Second 
World War. Take some time to read 
about the key milestones and bat-
tles that led to the conclusion of 
the major conflict, an import-
ant part of Canada’s rich 
military history.

This year marks the 
75th anniversary of the 
end of the Second World 
War, the bitter conflict 
that raged for six years 
and saw over one million 
brave Canadians serve in 
uniform around the globe.

The war in Europe had ended 
with the surrender of Germany in 
May 1945, but the fighting contin-
ued against the Japanese in Asia 
and the Pacific. Finally, the oppos-
ing forces were forced to surren-

der, and Victory over Japan (V-J) 
Day was marked on 15 August 1945. 
Canada and many other countries 
would rejoice that the Second World 
War was over at last, but also grieve 
the heavy sacrifices that had been 
made.

This special commemorative 
poster features married Veter-

ans Flying Officer Howard 
McNamara (Retired) and 
Corporal Anne McNamara 
(Retired) who both served 
with the Royal Cana-
dian Air Force. Mr. Mc-
Namara was a pilot who 

saw action in North Africa 
and during the Italian Cam-

paign, flying the famous Spit-
fire fighter plane. Mrs. McNamara 
(then Anne Goode) was a performer 
who took part in military entertain-
ment shows in North America and 
Europe, helping keep morale high. 
At the bottom of the poster, Vicky 
(Goodyear) Luscombe is at the 

wheel of a Jeep full of happy Cana-
dian service members in Vancouver 
as they celebrate the end of the con-
flict in August 1945.

2020 marks 75 years since end of WW2
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Dr. Robert Kitchen, MP
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Their Country Needed Them,
They Answered the Call.
Remember Them.
We Shall Not Forget.

 If we define a “world war” as an armed conflict 
that involves a majority of the world’s nation-states, 
then the Second World War clearly fits this criteri-
on, since more than 100 countries were involved and 
very few remained neutral throughout the war. For  
those that were involved, the conflict was total, inso-
far as it involved not just the government and the 
armed forces, but their entire population and their 
economy as well. Factories that had been making 
cars or household appliances were now being used to  
make weapons, and everyone was called to do their 
part for the war effort. In World War II civilians were 
also involved more directly because cities and the 
civilian populations therein were often targeted. Of the 
principal nations involved in World War II, only the 
United States was spared the large-scale bombing of its 
cities. Great Britain, France, Germany, Russia, China, 
Japan and Italy all experienced bombing of heavily 
populated cities. World War II was also the deadliest 
War ever, with somewhere between 70 and 85 million 

people killed, mostly civilians in Russia and China. 
World War II is of course also infamous for the attempt-
ed genocide of European Jewry by the Nazis—the 
Holocaust—which killed an estimated 6 million Jews. 
World War II is also the only war where atomic weap-
ons were used (by the United States against Japan).

 World War II is the last major war in which large 
areas of land belonging to particular nation-states 
were annexed or taken over by other nation-states. At 
the conclusion of World War II, and for some years 
thereafter, there was much border-drawing to be done 
in order to partition the world’s nation-states. The 
consequences of World War II are significant and can 
hardly be over-emphasized. The United Nations was 
formed shortly after World War II in order to prevent 
war on this scale from ever happening again. World 
War II made painfully evident both that human beings 
have destructive impulses which must be checked 
and also that we have the technological means to 
annihilate ourselves. On a more hopeful note, since 
the end of World War II we have not seen the kind of 
wholesale “land grabs” by nations such as occurred 
with Japan and Germany during the War, despite the 

- SEE REMEMBERING WWII, 4

Remembering World War II
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The 30th of March, 1945, the men 
of the 65th Battery that had formed 
in Grenfell, SK. from areas along 
the mainline in Saskatchewan, set 
out for Germany where they bed-
ded down to wait their turn to cross 
the Rhine River and finish the final 
chapter of a history begun on the 3rd 
of September, 1939. Everyone sensed 
that this was to be the beginning of 
the end and morale was high. On 
the 30th of March at 2040 hours, the 
Battery set out for the bridge, over 
the Rhine.

Continuing on from town to town 
in an infantry role, with tense sit-
uations as the troops were under 
intermittent mortar fire by day and 
night and land mines in some areas 
making it necessary for all to use 
much good judgment when moving 
around.

It was the 4th of May that first 
news was received about the capitu-
lation of Germans in North Europe. 
It was grand news but they still car-
ried on with their normal patrols. 
On the 8th of May, they moved back 
down the line again and began to 
relax and clean-up for whatever was 
in store for them. The war was over 
and everyone was overjoyed at the 
news. A supper for the Battery of 
duck was laid on; there was liquid 
refreshment in generous quantities, 
and since this was to be the last 
supper of their careers as fighting 
troops on this front, each and every 
man really celebrated the occasion 
in grand style.

From then on until they left Ger-
many, life was generally pleasant 
and relaxed. There was an abun-
dance of good shows and attendance 
was high. On May 17th, they were 
inspected by Corps Command and 
questionnaires circulated to ascer-
tain the intentions of all ranks as to 
their army future or whether they 
desired to be demobilized from the 
army.

Finally, on the 26th of May, they 
took their last look at Germany 
and moved off for Holland. It was a 
long trip but no one felt the strain. 
After all, this was the beginning of 

that last long trek to Canada and 
thoughts of soon returning to the 
surroundings, and people that each 
man associated with his home was 
the source of much thanksgiving. 
They might miss the close associa-
tion of the army, but their artificial 
values could never compensate in 
any way for those memories each 
man had cherished for so long. And 
so here, they were finally heading 
West again, to England and then to 
Canada. Enthusiasm was great, spir-
its were high. It was the road back.

The excerpts shown above were 
just a small part of the material 
for a history that was collected and 
written by various officers who were 
with the 65th Battery in action and 
was printed at the press in Lochem, 
Holland. It was written for members 
of the Battery as a record for them 
of the part they played in World 
Way II.  The condensed version 
above was taken from The Mainline 
Militia, written by Cliff Ashfield.

The beginning of the end for the soldiers from the mainline

occasional small acquisition of ter-
ritory as we saw with Russia in 
Ukraine (in 2014) and with Iraq in 
Kuwait (in 1990). These relatively 
small attempts to acquire contested 
territory have generally been met  
with international sanctions, if 
not outright war. One other con-
sequence of World War II is that 
the world has been largely decol-
onized. This is partly a result 
of a general consensus that all  
nations have the right of self-deter-
mination, a right which is explic-
itly listed in the United Nation’s 
charter. While there was incredible 
death and destruction as a result of 
World War II, there were also many 
great acts of heroism and sacrifice, 
and it is not for nothing that the 
generation which fought and won 
this war is often referred to as the 
“Greatest Generation.”

Remembering WWII
- continued from page 3
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As well as volunteering for ser-
vice in great numbers, the men and 
women from this region were deco-
rated with the highest awards avail-
able to Canadian service personnel. 
Three awards of the Victoria Cross 
were made to soldiers from this re-
gion in two wars. 

George Harry Mullin
Harry Mullin homesteaded with 

his parents near Moosomin. In 1914 
he enlisted for military service. On 
October 30, 1917, in Passchendale, 
Belgium, Mullin single-handedly 
captured a pill-
box position 
by rushing the 
sniper’s post in 
front. Quickly 
following this 
attack he ran 
to the other en-
trance of the 
f o r t i f i c a t i on 
and forced the 
garrison of ten to surrender. During 
much of this action he was being 
fired at by opposing troops . In Jan-
uary 1918 he was informed he had 
been awarded the Victoria Cross. 

Following the war, he returned 
to farming NE of Moosomin and re-
mained with the military and in 1934 
he was appointed Sergeant-at-Arms 
for the Saskatchewan Legislature; 
volunteered for service in  the Vet-
erans Guard in 1940, serving for six 
years before returning to his duties 
as Sargeant-at-Arms. He lived in Re-
gina until his death in 1963.

John Robert Osborn
Born in Norfolk, England in 1899, 

he joined the Royal Naval Volun-
teer Reserve as a yound man and 
fought during World War I before 
he emigrated to Canada and farmed 
in the Wapella area for two years. 
He then moved 
to Winnipeg to 
work on the rail-
way and to farm. 
During the 1930s 
he joined the 
Winnipeg Grena-
diers militia unit 
and went on ac-
tive service Sept. 
3, 1939. 

On Dec. 19, 1941 in the city of 
Hong Kong, Osborn was in command 
of a company of Winnipeg Grena-
diers. Forced to retreat under heavy 
fire, he single-handedly covered his 
troops until they joined the company. 
His company was completely cutoff 
that afternoon and surrounded. He 
sacrificed his own life by throwing 
himself on a live grenade to save 
the lives of his comrades. He was 
posthumously awarded the Victoria 
Cross at the end of World War II.

Robert Grierson Combe
Robert Combe was born in Aber-

deen, Scotland in 1880 and trained 
as a pharmacist. In 1906 he came to 
Canada and was a Moosomin resi-
dent for two years before moving to 
Melville to open his own drug store, 
later opening one in Dubuc with a 

partner. He vol-
unteered in 1914. 

Although the 
Battle of Vimy 
Ridge is con-
sidered to have 
ended in mid-
April 1917, fight-
ing carried on at 
the edges of the 
ridge for weeks after. Combe was 
leading a small force about four ki-
lometers from Vimy village. The en-
emy’s artillery force was fierce and 
the entire Canadian line began to 
stagger and halted, except for Combe, 
who gathered a handful of survivors 
from his company and attacked an 
enemy position. He was constantly 
in the lead in repeated charges. As 
he was leading the final charge to 
capture the entire emplacement, 
Combe was fatally wounded. The site 
of his grave is unknown. (See page 
22 for story on Combe memorial site).

Recipients recognized
In the summer of 1995, the 50th 

Anniversary of the end of World 
War II, the government of Saskatch-
ewan recognized these valiant sol-
diers by erecting historic markers 
at the site of their homes, farms or 
businesses. Mullin had farmed at SW 
¼ Section 18 Township 14 Range 30, 
W1 NE of Moosomin. The plaque for 
Osborn was erected on SE ¼ Section 
11 Township 16 Range 33 W1, NNE 
of Wapella and the plaque for Combe 
is located at 217 Main Street in Mel-
ville.  

Victoria Cross awarded to three from region



Grasslands NewsPage 6 • 2020 Salute to Veterans

Whitewood Legion remembers those who 
fought and gave their lives for us

Adair, Arthur
Aldous, Edgar

Aldous, Thomas
Allen, Arnold

Apperley, Harry G.
Armstrong, Andrew

Armstrong, Dale
Armstrong, Derrick

Armstrong, G. (Kelly)
Armstrong, Robert
Armstrong, William

Armstrong, E.C.
Ashfield, C.A.
Ashfield, C.J.
Atherton, B.

Atherton, William
Badham, Frederick

Baird, Reginald
Baird, S.G.

Baker, James
Bear, Henry
Bear, Robert

Bell, J.J.
Bierd, Ernest
Bierd, Harrie

Binns, George
Binns, Stanley E.

Black, Roland
Blackstock, Clarence
Blackstock, Wesley

Blinch, Harry G.
Blyth, Stan

Bond, Melbourne
Bond, Mervin
Bond, Orland

Bond, Wellington
Bond, William

Bourns, J.E.
Bourns, R.H.

Brant, Gordon
Bray, Frederick

Brayden, R.
Bremner, David

Briggs, Roy M.
Briggs, William C.

Brown, Edward
Brown, G.M.

Brown, T. Balfour
Brown, W.

Brûlé, Urbain
Buchan, Robert
Buchanon, W.

Burgess, Glen D.
Busch, Ronald
Busch, William

Cairns, T.C.
Caldwell, W.P.
Callin, James

Callin, Frederick O.
Callin, Thomas

Campbell, Donald 
(Dan)

Campbell, Stewart
Campbell, S.A.
Card, James A.

Cardis, Frederick
Carson, Harold V.

Carson, John
Carson, Samuel

Carter, T.E.
Chisholm, Charles
Clarkson, Wilfred
Clavelle, Adolph

Clavelle, A.F.
Clements, Vernon

Collard, J.A.
Collard, John
Cook, Harvey

Cook, Reginald
Cosgrave, George

Couronne, Paul
Crook, Herbert S.
Cuming, Harold

Cuming, L.W.
Cuming, Harvey H.

Cuming, W.

Curry, Gilbert
Curry, J.

Dancsok, Douglas
Dancsok, Frank
Daniels, David

Daniels, George
Daniels, Wilfred
Davidge, John F.

Davies, Edwin
Davies, John (Ted)

Davies, Oliver
Dayman, E.

Dayman, G.H.
Dean, Frances
Dean, James

Dearlove, A.M.
Decelle, Louis

D’Etchegoyen, A.B.
deLaforest, Edward

de Laforest, Paul
Denet, Carl

Denholm, Charles
Dosdall, Frank

Dovell, Percy H.
Dowson, James C.

Drake, Orphie
Drake, Valerie
Duff, Andrew
Duff, Robert

Duke, Harvey
Duke, Ivan

Duke, Lloyd
Duns, Lance

Dunand, Xavier F.
Duquette, A.M.
Duquette, A.B.
Duquette, M.B.
Ecklund, George

Ede, Harold
Ede, Howard
Elliot, James
Emigh, Mike
Emigh, Roy

Engstrom, Gustave
Erickson, William

Farkas, Frank
Fellows, Geoffrey

Fellows, Percy
Ferris, Harry

Ferris, Mervyn
Field, Frank

Fisher, Rev. Ernest
Flick, Eileen (Apperley)

Flick, Henry
Flick, Laurence

Foster, Allan
Foster, Edward
Foster, George
Foster, Joyce

Francis, Darryl
Francis, David

Francis, Donald
Francis, Dudley C.H.

Fredlund, Clifford
Gale, George

Gamble, George C.
Garland, Arthur
Garland, Frank

Garland, Frederick
Garland, Harry
Garland, Jack

Garratt, Donald
Gemmel, Dick

Gentle, C.
Gentle, G.

Gibbons, Arthur B.
Gibson, Hewson R.

Gibson, J.H.
Gillespie, Malcolm

Gillis, A.B.
Gillis, Earl C.

Gillis, Hamilton
Giroux, Arthur

Goodman, Harold
(Scotty)

Golaiy, Anthony

Golaiy, Frank
Grant, Edla M. (Laakso)

Grant G.
Gravenor, Richard A.

Gray, Norman
Gray, W.R.

Guerin, H.F.
Hack, Frederick J.
Hack, William A.

Hall, A.
Hall, Hector

Hall, William
Hamill, Albert

Hamill, B.P.
Hamill, Richard
Hamill, Ross C.

Hamill, T.
Harries, Alfred
Harries, Isabel
Harries, Robert

Haverstock, Leslie
Hawkes, J.A.

Hawkes, Phillip
Hawkes, Ralph
Hayden, Agnes
Hayler, William
Hemingdale, G.
Hennessey, H.
Herron, Robert

Hewitt, J.
Higgins, Thomas (Sr.)

Hill, Allan
Hill, Rev. D.C.

Hindley, J.
Hoggarth, Miles E.

(Ted)
Hoggarth, Miles F.
Hoggarth, Roland

Horrocks, Courtney
Horrocks, William

Hosler, Alfred
Houle, Charles
Howard, J.H.

Howard, Patrick
Hunt, Horace
Hytainen, J.

Hyytiannen, Toivo
Ireton, James
Jackson, C.H.
Jackson, Dick
Jackson, J.S.

Jackson, Frederick
Jackson, Roy

Jackson, Walter
James, Alfred M.

Johnson, C.
Johnson, Frederick

Johnson, H.A.
Johnson, H.S. (Bertie)

Johnson, Oscar
Johnston, Ervine

Jones, Victor
Jordan, Fredrick
Jordens, Arthur

Jordens, Margaret C.
Jordens, Gerard F.
Jordens, Wilfred

Kangas, Reino
Kay, T.

Keeler, John
Keeler, Robert
Kemp, Donald

Kendel, Willard
King, E. Spencer

Kivell, T.H.
Knight, T.C.

Knowler, Percy H.
Kodman, John A.
Kodman, Lucas
Kodman, Steve
Kovacs, Leslie
Laakso, Albert

Laakso, Charles
Laakso, Oswald

Lamont, Creston
Lamont, Dugald

Service at 10:55 a.m. 
Whitewood Cenotaph, Lalonde St.

COVID 19 rules apply 
Limit of 30 people
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Whitewood Legion remembers those who 
fought and gave their lives for us

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.

Langford, George P.
Langford, Richard E.

Larry, Charles W.
Larry, Ernest

Larson, Victor
Last, C.K.
Last, C.R.

Lazell, G.W.
Lazell, James

Lee, J.
LeRoy, C.W.
Lindahl, Earl

Lindsay, T.
Listrom, Rune
Lloyd, Clifford
Lloyd, Garfield
Lloyd, Stanley

Long, Willian J.
Lowe, Harry

Lowe, Henry T.
Lowe, Robert H.

Lowe, Ronald
Lowe, L.

Lucktar, Joseph
Lyon, Albert
Lyons, Frank

Maki, Albert W.
Mann, H. G.

Mann, William
Marcil, Joseph
Marsh, Clifford
Marsh, Maurice
Marsh, Thomas

Martin, R.
Matheson, Simeon

Mattson, Einor J.
Mattson, Eli. M.

Mauroy, Jules
McArthur, Hugh

McDairmid, R.
McBride, Barney
McCaw, Daniel S.
McCaw, Gordon

McCaw, William J.
McDonald, Angus

(McKay)

McDonald, Angus
(Parkin)

McDonald, Donald
McDonald, John

McDonald, Roderick
McDougall, Patrick

McEwen, T.A.
McGeough, James
McGillvray, Allen

McGraw, Andrew F.
McGraw, Robert (Sr.)

McGregor, D.N.
McIntosh, J.H.

McIntyre, Andrew
McIntyre, Lloyd

McKay, Douglas (Mac)
McKay, Irvine

McKinnon, Daniel
McKinnon, Roy
McPhail, Daniel
McPhail, Donald
McPhee, Ronald
Meadows, Edwin
Merkel, Ernest C.

Merkel, L.R.
Mikkonen, E.

Mills, Lawrence M.
Mills, Margaret

Minovitch, H.
Miskiman, Stanley S.

Montgomery, J.
More, Donald J.

More, John
Morgan, Charles
Morley, William

Morrison, Malcolm J.
Morrison, Hector
Morrow, James S.
Mulhall, Michael

Munn, R.A.
Munro, Donald C.
Munro, J. Norman

Munro, John
Muszty, Julius J.

Muszty, M.F.
Newman, W.D.

Nicol, R.A.
Nilson, Walter

Nordin, William
O’Brien, David
Oliver, Samuel

Ostlund, Wilbert
Owen, Leonard

Page, Bill Jr.
Pahkala, W.

Paice, Alfred J.
Paice, Edward G.
Paice, James A.

Paice, Richard J.
Paquin, Ernest

Paquin, René, E.
Parker, George W.

Parker, J.M.
Parkinson, William S.

Pearce, A.
Pearson, J. W.

Pearson, William
Peterson, Carl

Pierre, Charles E.
Pierre, Jules

Pidcock, Spencer
Playfair, James
Poncelet, E.M.
Poncelet, Rene
Potter, Oliver
Potter, Wilbur
Potts, Thomas
Powell, John

Powell, Oliver
Pritchard, Ernest

Purvis, Walter
Read, George W.
Reade, G. (Pat)
Reichel, Ronald
Reichel, William

Reid, Arthur
Reid, Lawrence W.

Reid, Robert
Robb, James (Sr.)
Roberts, Allen E.

Robertson, Edward R.
Robertson, D.D.

Robertson, Hector
Robertson, James
Robertson, Lloyd

Robertson, Murdock
Robertson, S.M.

Robinson, T.
Rodstrom, Eric

Rowe, S.A.
Ruschiensky, Ralph

Sahlmark, Alexander
Sandberg, Charles

Sandberg, Oscar
Sandberg, Robert

Santa, C.
Santo, Jean

Santo, John A.
Santo, Phyllis

Santo, Robert F.
Schley, Milo

Scott, Walter
Shaw, Stanley

Shepherd, Boyd
Shepherd, Frederick H.

Shepherd, Raymond
Shepherd, William J.
Siddeley, William H.

Simpson, Thelma
(Schley)

Sjodin, Elmer
Smith, Rodney

Soder, Oscar
Soloshy, George

Soloshy, Jean
Soloshy, J.C.

Soloshy, Percy
Spencer, F.

Stanley, R.W.
Staples, H.

Steele, F.W.
Steele, G. Wallace

Steele, J. Harry
Steele, Roy

Steffano, Bert A.
Steffano, Joseph John

Stephens, W.J.
Stephenson, P.C.

Stevenson, Frederick E.
Stevenson, John

Stevenson, Norman G.
Stevenson, Robert W.

Stewart, Samuel
Stoddart, Henry

Stoddart, William
Storozuk, Michael

Strandlund, Gordon
Strandlund, Gustave
Strandlund, Leonard

Strandlund, O.
Strandlund, Richard

Stratton, Edward
Street, Charles

Street, Edwin M.
Stroud, R.

Sutherland, Frederick
Tallentire, Elsie

Tallentire, Ronald
Taylor, George

Telfer, A.B.J.
Thom, R.D.

Thompson, Adam
Thompson, Ainslie
Thompson, Alfred

Thompson, Frederick
Thompson, James

Thompson, Thomas
Thurston, Charles H.

Tietz, Frank
Tinline, William

Tocker, H.
Topinka, James W.

Topinka, Walter
Tosh, David A.
Tosh, George
Tosh, James

Towill, Frederick
Towill, Graeme
Troughton, W.

Trudgeon, William (Jr.)
Trudgeon, William (Sr.)

Tuba, Joseph (Jr.)
Turner, W.J.

Twells, William

Unsworth, Ray E.
Vennard, Clarence H.

Vennard, Ernest
Vennard, Glen

Vennard, Harold J.
Vennard, William

Veitch, Scotty
Vigar, J.

Vigar, Robert
Vines, George

Viney, B.
Ward, Frank
Ward, Roger

Ward, Thomas
Warden, Elwood

Warner, Clare
Warren, John

Waters, Edward
Watson, P.H.
Waynert, A.

Waynert, E.T.
Wenman, Leslie
Wenman, Lorne

Wenman, Murray
Westcott, Dennis

Westcott, Gordon W.
Westcott, James R.

Westcott, Oliver
Westcott, Leonard M.
Westcott, Raymond R.

Westberg, Henry
White, E.S.

White, Reginald 
William

Wilgoose, Harold
Wilson, Alexander

Wilson, D.M.
Wilson, James A.
Wilson, James W.
Wilson, Kathleen

(Pickford)
Winn, A.T.

Winslow, Phillip
Wolf, Julius

Zaiser, Ernest



By Elaine Ashfield
Grasslands News 

The formation of organized militia dates back to 
years prior to the Boar War or World War I and II. 
“Home guard” troops formed to defend the newly-set-
tled communities of this area from possible attacks of 
the First Nations where relations had soured between 
the government’s actions at that time, leading to wor-
ries that fighting was almost inevitable. 

Factors that were involved with the Riel Rebellion 
have lingered to this day. They are the very basis of the 
land claims and settlements now featured in disputes 
between First Nations and governments.

George F.G. Stanley records in “The Birth of West-
ern Canada,” an outbreak at Crooked Lake in Febru-
ary 1884 was another ominous event and was the direct 
outcome of the governments policy of economy. The 
Mounted Police were called but were stared down by 
the First Nations, a defeat that weakened the image of 
the police for some time.

Fighting broke out farther north, and in order to 
localize the rebellion, men from Eastern Canada were 
sent to Qu’Appelle, even prior to the Duck Lake fight. 
This kept quiet the disaffected First Nation and Metis 
in the Qu’Appelle Valley, who might otherwise have 
joined the insurgents after their initial success. One 
might conclude that the capture or defeat of Riel was 
secondary to stopping an uprising in the west; hence 
the commissioning of General Strange to block off the 
Crow and Blackfeet warriors in Alberts.

Qu’Appelle was a main base, along with Swift Cur-
rent and Calgary.  Formed there were three mounted 
units: The Moose Mountain Scouts, French’s Scouts 
and Boulton’s Scouts. The Moose Mountain Scouts were 
stationed at Moose Mountain and this group of two of-
ficers and 47 men, raised from the southern part of the 
province, was used to ensure that the White Bear war-
riors did not join. The French’s Scouts acted as scouts 
and couriers and took an active part in the pursuit of 
Big Bear, while Boulton’s Scouts wre in engagements at 
Clarke’s Crossing, Fish Creek and Batoche.

It was at this time that the greatest hunting-running 
legend began. Qwewitch’s son, Acoose, donned a buffalo 
skin and ran with the herds, killing them and luring 
them into enclosures. When his people were very hun-
gry while being rationed by the government, he ran 
from Crooked Lake to the Moose Mountain, finding a 
herd of seven elk that all day he herded them to the east 
end of Crooked Lake where they were killed for meat 
for his band. He adopted a Christian name, Samuel, and 
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Fort Qu’Appelle becomes base of operations 



his son Paul became the best-known 
marathon runner in the west.

During this northern rebellion, 
many men were formed into volun-
teer companies with quite a number 
going north to join the units fighting 
there. Others enlisted in the Trans-
port Company, hauling supplies to 
the forces. 

The whites in the settlements 
were far outnumbered by the reserve 
members in the valley so were con-

cerned for their safety. Men were all 
issued rifles and ammunition, and a 
train was kept in readiness at Broad-
view. 

In 1884 meetings were held along 
the main line to push for North-West 
rights for settlers. An association 
was formed at Qu’Appelle and in 
Dec. 1884, at Wolseley, a committee 
was appointed to press the case be-
fore the Dominion Cabinet. 

In the spring of 1885, Council of 
War was held at Qu’Appelle station 
and it was decided to make Fort 
Qu’Appelle the base of operations 
and men and battery arrived from 
other locations and the Qu’Appelle 
Valley volunteers were trained. 
Transport Service received their 
first month’s pay.

The Qu’Appelle progress newspa-
per reported that spring 1886 would 
see a flying column sent amongst the 
Indians of the North-West. It would 
feature 900 men, four 9-pounders and 
two Gatlings.

When eventually the uprising was 
put down, Big Bear and Poundmak-
er were captured and sentenced to 
imprisonment. With the Resistance 
defeated and the region pacified, set-
tlers from all over the world flooded 
into the West, brought there by the 
newly completed Canadian Pacific 
Railway. 

(These are excerpts and informa-
tion recorded in The Mainline Militia, 
authored by Cliff Ashfield Sr.) 
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714 Desmond St.Grenfell, Sask.
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Qu’Appelle base of operations moved to Fort Qu’Appelle
- continued from page 8
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Grenfell Legion meets on the Fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. (except July & August)

Grenfell Legion contact: Susan Randles, Secretary at 306-697-2610 or email grenfelllegion55@xplornet.com

Saskatchewan Command 

Royal Canadian Legion

Grenfell Branch #55

With gratitude on

  Remembrance Day
Wednesday, November 11

Remembering our 
nation’s heroes

E. Beatley W.F Hadgkiss N. Morrow
A. Bell G.L Holmden A. Murdock
J. Blundell R.H Howe W. Murdock
C. Blundun H. Laidlaw G.H. Redman
J. Brasnett A. MacDonald L.C. Redman
M.W. Brown J. MacDonald C. Richardson
R.J. Conn A. McDonell S.T. Rowles
A.M. Coy G. McDonell E. Royce
A.B. Crust T.B. Marshall W. Savelle
F.W. Dodd R. Midgley J. Short
J. Domm E. Mitchell T.G. Tailby
A.J. Douce F. Mitchell J.A. Thompson
O.H. Duprau C.W. Moore W.T. Thompson
D.B. Elliott W.D. Moore F.J. Tingley
C.H. Fox L.H. Morrison F.J. Walldron

Grenfell Area Roll Call – 1914-1918

H.T. Amy T. Fitzgearld G. Rithaler
L.G. Baller R. Hodge S.W. Sotkowy
K.J. Bartlam W. Jasin V. Stoll
D.J. Bewley G. King L. Temple
L.E.G. Carr J.G. McCowan H. Ward
T.A. Cove D.G. Matheson R. Wolfe
S. Chudyk D. Mitchell W. Wysoski
H.G. Dyke J. Mucha  
V.E. Dyke A.H. Prentice  

1939-1945

S.A. Bales H.M. Mead F.J. Watson
C.N. Chaplin H.M. Nicholl W.B. Wilkinson

T.H. Leech A.F. Randall

1939-1945
E. Cremer A. Steadman

Baring & District Roll Call – 1914-1918

We will be laying the Wreaths at the 

Cenotaph on Nov. 11th at 11:00 a.m.  

You are welcome to watch from 

the safety of your vehicles. 

Please be parked prior to 11:00 a.m.

There will also be no door-to-door Poppy Blitz this year. 

Anyone wishing to donate may 

Mail a cheque to:

Grenfell Legion Poppy Fund

Box 895, Grenfell, SK S0G 2B0

or E-transfer your donation to:

grenfellpoppy@sasktel.net

(please put your name and address in 

the comments)

or Drop off  your donation at  

Lawyer’s Offi  ce with Vi McLean Tues. to Thurs.

An offi  cial income tax receipt will be 

issued to you.

Thank you for supporting the 

Royal Canadian Legion

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, we will not be 

having a Remembrance Day Service. We encourage 

everyone to watch the National Ceremony in Ottawa 

on Wednesday, Nov. 11th.
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Balcarres
Agencies Ltd.
216 Main Street, Balcarres, SK

Telephone: 306-334-2401
Fax: 306-334-2705

Email: balcarresagencies@sasktel.net 
Website: www.balcarresagencies.saskbrokers.com      

For all your Insurance needs!
Residential - Commercial - Auto - Hail - Farm

306-332-1390
288A Boundary Ave. N.,

Fort Qu’Appelle, SK 

Rick, Ruth & Staff
306-332-6000

Quality Septic ROBO SALES
& SERVICE LTD.

Hwy. 35 and 56, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK  

306-332-4668
R. W. & SONS BUILDERS INC.

 104 Highway #10  Balcarres, SK

 1-306-334-2657
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Saturday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

www.rwsons.ca

By Chris Ashfield
Grasslands News 

Remembrance Day is typically a 
time when people gather together to 
honour the sacrifices made by Can-
ada’s veterans and their families. 
But this year, due to the 2020 pan-
demic, many local Remembrance 
Day services and activities have 
been cancelled, changed or scaled 
back.

Broadview has decided to can-
cel their Remembrance Day service 
this year but their Legion is still 
doing the regular poppy campaign 
and poppies are available at local 
businesses.

Fort Qu’Appelle Legion has cho-
sen to hold a virtual ceremony this 
year which will include the laying 
of wreaths and listing of names of 
whom the wreaths are laid for. The 
ceremony, which is being pre-re-
corded on Nov. 4, can be viewed on 

the Fort Qu’Appelle Legion Branch 
#35 YouTube channel on Remem-
brance Day.

Grenfell will not be hosting a 
service in the Community Hall this 
year but will instead hold a virtual 
ceremony as well as a small service 
at the cenotaph. A virtual ceremony 
will be recorded by Legion mem-
bers and broadcast to both elemen-
tary and high school students. The 
recording will also be made avail-
able on the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch #55 Grenfell Facebook page. 
A small private service will be held 
on Nov. 11 at the cenotaph where 
families wanting to lay wreaths can 
do so after the Legion event. The 
Legion is also highly recommend-
ing people watch the service from 
Ottawa in the safety of their homes 
this year to prevent a large gather-
ing.

Melville will host a virtual Re-
membrance Day event this year 

beginning at 11 a.m. and posted 
in real-time to the Melville Legion 
Branch #61 Facebook page. Fol-
lowing the virtual event, there will 
be a short service at 12:30 p.m. at 
the city’s cenotaph. The public is 
welcome but must observe social 
distancing rules.  Due to the pan-
demic, the annual banquet will 
also not take place but the Legion 
Lounge will be open from 1 p.m. to 7 
p.m. with restrictions in place. Cer-
emonies have also been cancelled 
this year at St. Peter’s Hospital, 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Home and the 
schools. 

Whitewood will not be holding 
their normal Remembrance Day 
service at the Legion this year but 
instead will hold a small service at 
the cenotaph beginning at 10:55 a.m. 
Due to COVID regulations and gath-
ering size limitations, the cenotaph 
grounds will be restricted to legion 
members and veterans. 

Remembrance Day services to change

1003 Hwy 47 Grenfell, SK 

Tel. 306-697-2221  Toll Free. 1-866-697-2221

Fax. 306-697-2250

Email: g.b.s@sasktel.net   
www. grenfellbuildingsupplies.com
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114 Stanley Street 

306-723-4484  
cuparagencies@sasktel.net

“Your Crop Management
Professionals”

Lipton, SK 
306-336-2260
www.blairs.ag

Restaurant & Sports Hub
Old Fashion Quality — Amazing Taste

204 North St. Balcarres, SK | In the rink
Ph: 306-334-9519

Find us on 
Facebook @broncojoesrestaurant

306-332-3888
8th Street

For all your Insurance needs!

122 Main St., Lipton, SK
306-336-2500

408 - 2nd Ave., Kelliher, SK
306-675-2175

Essential protection for your 
family, your home and more!

306-332-4401

Keeping Your Flame Lit!

By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

One hundred and twenty-nine veterans are bur-
ied in the Grenfell Cemetery. On November 1, the 
Grenfell Legion paid tribute to them by placing flags 
beside 118 head stones. The graves of eleven soldiers 
could not be located in the older section of the cem-
etery. The flags will remain at the cemetery until 
after Remembrance Day. 

Branch President Don Kirkham began the annu-
al tradition in 2018 after he and his wife moved to 
Grenfell. “I lived in Flin Flon for over 30 years and 
that’s what they do there; they actually have a veter-
an’s section in their cemetery and they place flags on 
theirs,” he explained. “When I came here, it was just 
something that I decided I would do.”

The practice acknowledges all who served in the 
military, whether during World I, World War II or 
any time after that. Like other Legion members, 
Kirkham believes remembrance initiatives are vital 
for communities. “If we forget, we repeat, and that 
won’t be good,” he commented.

Grenfell veteran flags pay
tribute to buried war heroes
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 On November 11, Remembrance 
Day ceremonies are held across the 
country to honour the courage of 
Canadians who fought to defend 
our way of life. Here are five facts 
to help you better understand this 
important occasion.

1. The First World War officially en-
ded on November 11, 1918, with 
the signing of an armistice agree-
ment. This occurred at precisely 
11 a.m. — that is, at the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th month.

2. Every year, Canadians observe 
two minutes of silence on Re-
membrance Day. This is to ho-
nour the more than 2.3 million 

Canadians who served and the 
more than 118,000 who lost their 
lives since the start of the First 
World War.

3. Remembrance Day is a statutory 
holiday for federal government 
employees. Six provinces and the 
three territories have also desi-
gnated November 11 a statutory 
holiday.

4. Remembrance Day is celebrated 
by a number of other Com-
monwealth member states, inclu-
ding the United Kingdom and 
Australia, as well as other coun-
tries such as France, Belgium 
and Poland. 

5. Canada’s National Remem-
brance Day Ceremony is held in 
Ottawa at the National War Me-
morial. The event is presided 
over by the Governor General 
and is attended by the prime mi-
nister, veterans’ organizations 
and the general public. 

For more information about 
Remembrance Day, 

visit legion.ca/remembrance

Five facts about Remembrance Day
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Becky’s Place
Arts, Crafts & Creations Ltd.

197 Broadway St. E.,
Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

306-332-4133

41 Elm St., Lebret, SK

306-332-6645 
Office Hours: Monday to Thursday

9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon 
& 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

katepwabeach@sasktel.net

      refereessportsbarandgrill.ca

       referee-s-sports-bar-and-grill
Text order line:
306-442-7882

298 Broadway Street East
Fort Qu’Appelle, Sask.

 

R.M. of Lipton No. 217
Reeve and Council

306-332-4688
703 Broadway St.

Village of Abernethy
306-333-2271

www.abernethy.ca

Little did we know, after sitting 
for two days in our slit-trenches 
awaiting orders,  that the next day 
would be the beginning of a drive 
that would culminate in the trap-
ping, defeat and total route of the 
once proud defenders of the Great 
Atlantic Wall. 

The story may best be told by 
excerpts from the Battery Diary of 
August the 14, 1944:

0900 Hours  - Troops of the 10th 
C.I.B. concentrate in the morning 
behind Cavicourt in preparation for 
the attack.

1100 Hours – Major is dashing 
about in a hurry. Everyone on pins 
and needles in preparation to move, 
but it was a case of mistaken iden-
tity. He was suffering from dysen-
tery and was frantically searching 
for a shovel.

1200 Hours -  Concentrated bomb-
ing by our air force begins.

1300 Hours – 4th C.I.B. moving 
forward, tanks 8 abreast, row after 
row rolling on towards their objec-
tives. Infantry in armoured carriers 
are following close behind.

1400 Hours – Several flights of 
R.A.F. made horrible error and 
bomb our rear, causing heavy dam-
age and casualties but our unit was 
lucky.

1500 Hours – Objective after ob-
jective falls to our troops. Dead Ger-
mans line the path of our advance.

1630 Hours – Bumped into first 
batch of prisoners being herded 
back. They were dirty, unshaven 
and Goddamned well scared.

1900 Hours – Intercommunica-
tion poor due to speed of advance 
and increase in distance from the 
Headquarters. 

2000 Hours – Sunset. And as the 
sun set over Normandy that eve-
ning, the glory of the German Army 
started to fade. 

During the next few days, to 
the 22nd of August, our troops de-
ployed in a solid ring and watched 
the artillery and the air force of the 
British, Canadians and Americans 
pound the enemy into submission. 
Slowly at first, the enemy began 
to surrender, until finally the last 
two days they came in by the thou-
sands. Paratroopers no longer su-
permen but beaten animals crazed 
with fear. Our armies moved for-
ward to try and contact the fleeing 
Hun. As we moved forward along 
Butcher Road through the centre of 
the trap, the devastation wrought 
by our artillery and airforce stood 
out in horrible reality, thousands 
of burnt-out vehicles and tanks. 
Dead horses and German soldiers 
lined the road laying in grotesque 
attitudes of death. Tanks stood as 
mute symbols of once proud Ger-
man might and over the whole val-
ley hung the heavy stench of death. 

World War II

A day in the diary 
of a soldier in France
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WHEATLAND 
Agencies Ltd.

Insurance Broker

306-723-4688 
210 Stanley St, Cupar, SK

wheatlandagencies@sasktel.net
www.wheatlandag.saskbrokers.com

The Liberation 
of the Netherlands 
during the Second 
World War was one of 
the best-known chap-
ters in our country’s 
long military history. 
In late 1944 and early 
1945, the Canadians 
battled to push the 
Germans from the 
country they had 
occupied since the 
spring of 1940. With 
its challenging ter-
rain, the Netherlands 
was a tough place to 
fight.

After opening bat-
tles in the fall of 1944, 
bad weather brought 
the offensive to a halt. That winter was a terrible time for the Dutch—
food and fuel supply reserves were gone; people ate tulip bulbs and scav-
enged through garbage to survive. Thousands starved or froze to death.

Early in the new year, the push began anew to liberate the entire 
country and finally end the war in Europe. The Canadian troops were 
cheered as one town after another was freed. Veteran Robert Greene 
recalled of the liberation of the town of Emmelo:

“And in the town square, we moved our tanks in and within 
minutes, there were probably a couple of thousand people… And 
I got up in the turret and started the people singing the Dutch 
national anthem. And there wasn’t a dry eye to the place, 2,000 
people. They hadn’t been able to sing for five years.”

The Liberation of the Netherlands was a proud achievement for our 
country but one that came at a great cost with more than 7,600 Canadi-
ans losing their lives. This spring marked the 75th anniversary of this 
important milestone. The Dutch people have never forgotten the help 
we offered in their time of need and a strong international friendship 
between our two countries continues today.

Remembering the Netherlands

Celebration
Dutch residents welcome Canadian soldiers after 
the liberation of the town of Zwolle on 14 April 
1945.

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA



Some 10,000 Canadians 
served in Asia during the 
Second World War. This 
included almost 2,000 
soldiers from Manitoba’s 
Winnipeg Grenadiers 
and Quebec’s Royal Ri-
fles of Canada who were 
sent across the Pacific 
Ocean in the fall of 1941 
to help defend the British 
colony of Hong Kong.

The Japanese invad-
ed Hong Kong on 8 De-
cember 1941. Badly out-
numbered, the defenders 
fought bravely before 
being forced to surren-
der on Christmas Day. 
Approximately 290 Ca-
nadians were killed and 
almost 500 wounded. The 
survivors’ ordeal was 
just beginning. Over the 

next four years, 267 more 
would die as a result of 
malnutrition, beatings 
by prison guards and 
forced labour. George 
MacDonell of Ontario 
was a young company 
sergeant major who said 
of the desperate fighting 
in Hong Kong:

“We immediately were 
engaged and the Cana-
dians fought extremely 
well in a hopeless situa-
tion. There wasn’t any-
body there that did not 
know that we were in a 
terrible spot…”

Thousands of Roy-
al Canadian Air Force 
members also served in 
Asia during the conflict. 
Most of them would take 
part in the Burma Cam-

paign, working as radar 
operators and members 
of bomber, transport, re-
connaissance and fighter 
squadrons.

Japan surrendered 
on 15 August 1945, af-
ter atomic bombs were 
dropped on Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki. Victory 
over Japan (V-J) Day 
marked the end of almost 
six years of fighting in 
the Second World War. 
The Canadian prisoners 
of war were finally lib-
erated and could return 
home.
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 The Second World War was the bloodiest conflict in human history. 
It began in September 1939 and the fighting in Europe would rage until 
May 1945. Canada joined many other countries to form the Allied powers 
which fought to restore peace and freedom to the continent.
 Our soldiers, sailors and aviators played an important role in helping 
achieve victory. As the war neared its end, Canadian troops took part 
in the bitter campaign in Northwest Europe in 1944 and 1945. They saw 
heavy action in France, Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany before 
the enemy was finally forced to surrender in early May.

The western Allies declared 8 May 1945 to be Victory in Europe (V-E) 
Day. After years of hardship, suffering and sacrifice, millions around the 
world celebrated the end of the fighting. Peace in Europe had come at last.

Victory in Europe (V-E) Day at last!

Liberated
Naval officer with liberated Canadian prisoners of 
war in Hong Kong after the Japanese surrender.

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA

V-J Day and freedom
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Lakeside 

3000 GALLON CAPACITY

The 65th Battery, previous to the 9th of Sept. 1939, 
consisted of all ranks that were recruited from Gren-
fell, SK. and surrounding districts and raised in the 
invigorating climate of western Canada; they were 
strong men to be reckoned with.

The Battery was known as the 22nd (Assiniboia) 
Field Brigade and was commanded by Major W. 
Ashfield of Grenfell. Also included in the Brigade 
were the 76th Battery (now of the 5th Div. Artillery), 
110th Field Battery (now of the 15th Field Regi-
ment), R.C.A. and the 101st Field Battery (now 
of the 8th L.A.A. Regt.), R.C.A. 

Training carried on after the outbreak of 
hostilities with hope of being added as an 
Active Service Unit. It was Sept. 9, 1941, they 
commenced mobilization as an anti-tank 
battery and recruiting was carried on by 
Major W. Ashfield and Capt. Harry Campi-
on from the headquarters in the Armories 
in Grenfell, SK. Their numbers 
were now a mere 50 due to the 
demands of the 76th Battery and 
the 110th Battery already being 
mobilized. 

Immediately on being sworn in, is-
sued with kit, and the other necessary formalities, the 
recruits were dispatched to various training schools 
throughout Canada, depending on their respective 
trades from handling small arms, field craft, field 
cooking, section leaders, driver mechanics and fitters. 
The troops then moved to Fort Osborne Barracks at 
Winnipeg, MB. or to A-4 Training Centre at Brandon, 
MB where they carried on advance training as an-
ti-tank gunners. The 65th Battery finally emerged as a 
Battery of tank conscious, crash-action minded, “lead” 
looney, rootin-tootin anti-tank gunners. Ubique!!

Finally, at long last the troops set sail from Halifax 
on June 1, 1942 for England, arriving at Liverpool on 
June 12, 1942. Moves consisted of locating to Dun-
ley Hill, Aldershot Fleet and Bodium to training in 

Suffolk and Norfolk where the rainy weather gave 
the men the opportunity to live in the open under 
difficult circumstances. In Sept. 1943 the move was 
made to Sussex and spent the remainder of the time 
till the invasion of France. Everyone lived in Nissen 
Huts that during the winter months were rather cool 
at times.  

The Battery left Sheffield Park for the Staging Area 
on July 18, 1944 to invade France on the beachhead 

which had been made. The men were in high spir-
its and very anxious to get a crack at the Hun. 

At 0800 hours on a bright sunny day in July 
1944, a long line of khaki-clad men, weighed 
down with battle equipment, stood on Tilbury 

docks gazing at grey battle scarred L.S.T. 
416, and an officer barked out an order – the 

line marched smartly up the gangplank and 
into the body of the ship. The 65th Battery 

was on its way to war – their destination, 
Normandy. 

At 1700 hours on the 26th of 
July, 1944, the coast of France 
came into view and the sight that 

met their eyes was awe inspiring. 
Ships – thousands of ships – large 

and small. Most impressive of all were those who had 
crawled up on the beach and who were lying on the 
sand with their mouths open, vomiting men, guns, 
tanks, ammunition and supplies up from their in-
nards. Hovering above this impressive array of Allied 
sea power were the barrage balloons and the planes 
waiting for any enemy planes foolhardy enough to 
venture near. 

The men crowded about the rails, eyes wide with 
wonder and their hearts in their throats, not sure 
of what lay in store for them, but confident of them-
selves and their equipment.  Their first taste of action 
came on the afternoon of August 1st. 

- As written by Cliff Ashfield in his book 
The Mainline Militia

65th Canadian Anti-tank Battery Royal Canadian Artillery

Grenfell and area recruits prepare for war
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The Battle of the Atlantic was 
the longest campaign of the Sec-
ond World War. This bitter strug-
gle at sea lasted from the first day 
of the conflict in September 1939 to 
the end of the fighting in Europe 
in May 1945. It was a showdown 
between the Allies, who needed to 
transport supplies and troops from 
North America to Europe, and the 
Germans, who wanted to cut that 
vital lifeline.

It was a hard-fought struggle in 
which the German U-boats (subma-
rines) came dangerously close to 
victory as they torpedoed hundreds 
of Allied transport ships in the open-
ing years of the war.

With courage and the adoption 
of new technology and tactics, how-
ever, the tide turned and the Allies 
would eventually triumph in the 
war at sea.

Members of the Royal Canadian 
Navy, Canadian Merchant Navy and 
Royal Canadian Air Force played 
leading roles in this battle. Indeed, 

more than 25,000 Allied merchant 
ships safely made it to their destina-
tion under Canadian escort, deliver-
ing some 165 million tons of supplies 
to Europe. The cost of helping the 
convoys get through was high—
some 2,000 of our sailors died during 

the conflict, 750 Canadian airmen 
lost their lives over the Atlantic and 
more than 1,600 of our merchant 
seamen were killed. But without 
victory in the Battle of the Atlantic, 
the Allies could not have triumphed 
in the Second World War.

HMCS Assiniboine sailors manning an anti-aircraft gun while escort-
ing a convoy in July 1940. LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA

Winning the war on the high seas
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Bring in your VETERAN PHOTOS and we will add 
them to our window display plus you’ll receive 
25%

135 - 3rd Ave. E. Melville, SK
306-728-5625

Salute to Veteranswindow display 

Protecting the 
skies over Europe
 

Canada was an important part 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO) forces that served 
in Western Europe during the Cold 
War. This military alliance helped 
protect the democratic countries of 
the west from the communist forc-
es massed on the other side of the 
“Iron Curtain” in Eastern Europe 
from the late 1940s to the early 
1990s.

Canadair F-86 Sabres were fast 
warplanes that for many years 
were the mainstays of Royal Cana-
dian Air Force squadrons based in 
France and West Germany. They 
were the best jet fighters of the 
era and the pilots who flew Sabres 
were the “top guns” of their day.

More than 300 Canadian Sabres 
would streak across the skies of 
Western Europe between 1951 and 
1963, helping guard against pos-
sible enemy attack. Thankfully, a 
full-scale war never erupted but 
it was still very dangerous duty. 
Some RCAF Sabre pilots would 
lose their lives during NATO train-
ing and patrol missions as they 
had to operate at a high tempo in 
all weather conditions.

The collapse of the communist 
regimes in Europe in the early 
1990s meant that a major Canadian 
Armed Forces presence there was 
no longer necessary. 

An RCAF Sabre at an airbase in France in 1953.
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The next time you are buying 
a snack, have a close look at 
the money you may be us-
ing. The Royal Canadi-
an Mint has created 
a number of special 
2020 coins that com-
memorate the 75th 
anniversary of the 
end of the Second 
World War. Some of 
them are collector edi-
tions that must be or-
dered but an eye-catch-
ing $2 coin was widely 

released in September. Its design 
features “V for Victory”—a fa-

mous slogan and symbol 
that helped keep hope 

alive in Britain, Can-
ada and other Allied 
countries during the 
dark days of the Sec-
ond World War. So 
keep your eyes open 
for some cool histo-

ry in your pocket and 
remember those who 

did so much to allow us 
to live in peace today!

History in your pocket celebrates “Victory”
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Melville City Hall
430 Main Street 

Going to war in Korea
The Korean War 

erupted 70 years 
ago when North 
Korean troops 
poured across the 
border into South 
Korea on 25 June 
1950. Tradition-
ally known as 
the “Land of the 
Morning Calm,” 
Korea would be 
ravaged by more 
than three years of bitter fighting. More than 26,000 
brave Canadians travelled halfway around the world 
to fight with the United Nations forces and Charlie 
Rees of Newfoundland was there:

“When you go into war, you know you’re going to 
see fellas wounded, killed… So you have to take it all 
in stride, but you feel hurt. Everybody does when he 
sees a buddy killed or a buddy wounded… I think it 
myself today. How lucky I was, you know, compared 
to some of the other fellas.”

When an armistice was finally signed on 27 July 
1953, the border was back close to where it had been 
before the conflict. Our country had helped restore 
peace and freedom to the people of South Korea—a 
peace paid for in part by the 516 Canadian service-
men who died during the war. No formal peace trea-

ty was ever signed, however, and tensions between 
North and South Korea remain high today.

Peacekeeping in the Congo
 
Canadian service mem-

bers have taken part in 
many peace support efforts 
in Africa over the years. 
One of the first was in the 
Congo in 1960. Hundreds 
of Canadians served in 
the troubled country as 
part of a large-scale United 
Nations (UN) peacekeeping 
mission that ran for four 
years.

It was an eye-opening 
experience for our military 
personnel tasked with peacekeeping in a place with 
so little peace to keep. Weapons and violence were 
widespread in a society that had been torn apart 
in the aftermath of its colonial period as a Belgian 
possession. Despite some successes, in the end the UN 
troops were unable to stop the greater forces of up-
heaval rocking the Congo and they departed in 1964. 
Sadly, two Canadian soldiers lost their lives there.

The political situation in the Congo has remained 
volatile and a small Canadian Armed Forces contin-
gent has again been serving in the country in recent 
years.

1951. LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA

-

DND
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200 South Service Road, 
Melville, SK

306-728-5535
Melville, Sask.
Fax 306-728-5834Melville, SK

BERT’S
MECHANICAL

166 North Service Road Melville, SK

306.728.5457
WWW.FUTUREFORD.CA

HAUSER’S 
MACHINERY LTD.

Heavy Duty Truck & Trailer 
Safety Inspections 

Fully Stocked Parts Dept.
Qualified Journeyman Staff

Hwy. #15 West, Melville, SK
TEL: (306) 728-2101 — TOLL FREE: 1-888-939-4444

www.hausers.ca

143 - 4th Avenue East, 

Melville, SK

1.306.728.4810
www.optionsaccounting.ca

306.728.5585

“Lest we forget”

Few people remember Frederick Scott, Canada’s 
extraordinary chaplain during World War I. Scott not 
only served the Canadian troops as chaplain, but dug 
the body of his own son’s body out of the mud after 
the battle of Ancre Heights. One admiring private once 
wrote of him, “No matter how thick the fight, Scott is 
always to be seen wherever the boys are…”  Scott him-
self was wounded at the Battle of Cambrai when he was 
caught in a burst of enemy machine gun fire.  While 
recuperating he wrote The Unbroken Line, words that 
deserve to be as remembered as John McCrae work   In 
Flander’s Fields. 

Let us not lose the exalted love which came
from comradeship with danger and the joy
of strong souls kindled into living flame
By one supreme desire, one high employ.
Let us draw closer in these narrow years
Before us still the eternal visions spread:
We who out mastered death and all its fears,
Are one Great Army still – living  and dead.
After the war Scott’s ministry was channeled into 

social justice. He was almost arrested for attempting 
to support the soldiers during the Winnipeg General 
Strike. His experience influenced his son, E.R. Scott 
to work another minister, T.C. Douglas, to start the 
Co-Operative Commonwealth Party.

Frederick Scott died in 1944 shortly after being in-
vited to meet Sir Winston Churchill, President Frank-
lin Roosevelt, and Prime Minister Mackenzie King at 
the conference in Quebec City where the leaders of 
the free world  planned the strategy that would lead to 
the invasion of Europe and end World War II. In 2011 
the Canadian War Museum acquired Scott’s 10 service 
medals and decorations at an auction in London. 

Wartime poet Frederick Scott deserves to be known

The work of Frederick Scott, centre, deserves as 
much recognition as John McCrae.
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Alf ’s Alf ’s Service Centre
150 - 1st Ave. E. Melville, Sk

306-728-5677
alfsservice@sasktel.net

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES 

& SEWING SHOP

Corner of 3rd Ave. & Main St. 

Melville, Sask

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

PH: 306-728-5455 or 306-730-7434

            Retail and Treasures  R t lil dd T

516 Broadway St E, 
Yorkton, SK 

PH: 306-783-3037

Melville Eastside & Westside 
SOAP & SUDS

 446 - 1st Ave. East
 and 605 - 3rd Ave. West
Self-Serve Wand Wash

Car Wash
306-730-9878

306-728-5643
235 - 3rd Ave. W. 

 Melville, SK

24-Hour Emergency Towing

306-728-3242

A commemorative stone was 
laid in Aberdeen on May 3, 2017 to 
mark the centenary of the death of 
First World War Victoria Cross re-
cipient Robert Grierson Combe.

The Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Ab-
erdeen Andrew Lawtie unveiled 
the stone at the city’s Bon Accord 
Terrace Gardens (off Willowbank 
Road) with primary seven pupils 
from Ferryhill School.

Born on Holburn Road, Aber-
deen in 1880, Robert Combe attend-
ed Ferryhill School and Aberdeen 
Grammar School before taking up 
an apprenticeship as a pharmacist. 
He emigrated to Canada in 1906 
where he opened his own pharma-
cy business in Melville, Saskatche-
wan before enlisting in the Canadi-
an Expeditionary Force.

He was promoted to the rank of 
Major away from combat duty but 
requested to revert to Lieutenant 
in order to fight on the front line.

Lt Combe found himself in 
heavy fighting around the area of 

Vimy in France with the 27th Bat-
talion (City of Winnipeg). On 3rd 
May 1917 he was killed during an 
assault on German trenches near 
the town of Acheville. Lt Combe 
was posthumously awarded the 
Victoria Cross for his bravery 
which saved the lives of many oth-
er soldiers.

His Victoria Cross citation 
reads: “For most conspicuous brav-
ery and example. He steadied his 
Company under intense fire, and 
led them through the enemy bar-
rage, reaching the objective with 
only five men. With great coolness 
and courage Lt Combe proceeded 
to bomb the enemy, and inflict-
ed heavy casualties. He collected 
small groups of men and succeed-
ed in capturing the Company ob-
jective, together with eighty pris-
oners. He repeatedly charged the 
enemy, driving them before him, 
and, whilst personally leading his 
bombers, was killed by an enemy 
sniper. His conduct inspired all 

ranks, and it was entirely due to 
his magnificent courage that the 
position was carried, secured and 
held.”

Mr Lawtie said “This stone is a 
lasting reminder of Lt Combe’s ac-
tions that day one hundred years 
ago. He faced the most terrifying 
of situations, yet managed to find 
the courage to keep on going. It is 
very fitting that his bravery so far 
away from his home in Canada is 
remembered here in the communi-
ty where he lived as a boy.”

The Lieutenant Governor of 
Saskatchewan, Vaughn Solomon 
Schofield has said: “I am grateful 
to the City of Aberdeen and the 
Government of the United King-
dom for honouring Victoria Cross 
recipient Lieutenant Robert Grier-
son Combe. Lieutenant Combe’s ex-
traordinary actions on May 3, 1917 
not only contributed to the Allied 
victory and ultimately the end of 
the war, they forged a lasting bond 

- SEE GRIERSON COMBE, 23

Memorial stone laid for Lt. Robert Grierson Combe VC

VALLEY 
ALLIANCE 
CHURCH

 306-332-5807 
Fort Qu’Appelle

valleyalliance.ca

SUNDAY SERVICE 10:30 a.m.
Service is also available on 

YouTube and will be livestreamed.
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101 - 5th Avenue, West
Melville, SK

306-728-5488
www. baileysfuneralhome.com

“Their role was to offer their 
lives. Ours is to remember.”

Call for quotes
306-730-9901

BIG DOG 
CONTRACTING

Interior & Exterior 

New Builds & Electrical 

• Independent living in Melville’s finest
all-inclusive retirement community 

• Well appointed suites – complete with in-suite laundry, 
full kitchen, appliances, window coverings, balcony 

and individual heat and air control.

www.calebgroup.ca

General Manager: Tracey Schuman
(306) 728-2035 

Call for your personal tour and complimentary lunch!

680-7th Avenue East, Melville,
Caleb Village

PATTY WELCH
Consultant, CFP

Phone: 306-728-4998
306-728-9149

#1-171 - 6th Ave. E.
 Melville, SK

Patty.Welch@IG.ca

™Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. 
and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.

Monday to Saturday
9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

156 - 2nd Avenue East,
Melville, SK

306- 728-4556

After Hours Service
Call 306-730-8363

Trust us with
what matters
most.

215 - 3rd Ave. W., Melville, SK
trustmarkinsurance.ca

306-728-2165

between Aberdeen and Saskatchewan as we unite in commemorating 
this remarkable man. It is gratifying to know that his calm leadership 
under fire, his courage, and his sacrifice will not be forgotten.”

Speaking from on behalf of Lt Combe’s family, from her home in the 
USA, his great grand-niece Alison Love said: “Robert Combe’s family 
are proud 100 years later, to honour him. We remember his superb brav-
ery in appalling battle conditions - overcoming hostile fire, and leading 
his small surviving troop of men, while capturing a large number of 
enemy prisoners.

“Fearlessness was part of who he was – as a young man, when hors-
es were still in use on city streets a runaway horse was endangering 
bystanders on Union Street. Robert stepped right in front of the horse’s 
path, stopping it and returning it to its owner.

“He learned pharmacy and moved to Canada, an early adventure 
which was characteristic of the initiative he showed throughout his life. 
Each later generation of his family has named a son Robert in his hon-
our.

“His widow lived in Saskatchewan until 1963. We would like to offer 
our profound thanks to the City of Aberdeen for commemorating his 
courageous sacrifice.”

Lt Combe’s name is inscribed on the Vimy Memorial in France and 
on a family memorial in Allenvale Cemetery, Aberdeen. A lake in North 
Saskatchewan is named in his honour as is the Melville branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion.

- Taken from Aberdeen Council News

Grierson Combe memorial stone laid 
- continued from page 22

From the last Friday in October 
until November 11, Canadians are 
encouraged to purchase and wear 
a poppy. This is an easy way to 
show you remember those who 
died for their country. Additio-
nally, donating 
to the Poppy 
Campaign di-
rectly supports 
Canadian vete-
rans and their 
families.

The Poppy 
should be worn with respect on 
the left side, over the heart. The 
Legion’s lapel poppy is a sacred 
symbol of Remembrance and 
should not be affixed with any 
pin that obstructs the poppy. 

Be sure to pick up a poppy for a 
small donation at local businesses 
or through the local Legion.

An easy way to 
honour our veterans



290 Prince William Drive
Melville, SK

277 Broadway Street E 
Yorkton, SK

WINDOWS,
DOORS &

BLINDS
150 NORTH SERVICE ROAD

Hwy. #10 & 7th Ave. W.  Melville, SK
Restaurant - 306-728-2419

C-Store - 306-728-5100

OPEN: Moday to Friday 9AM to 5PM
Saturdays (please call ahead) 

PHONE: 306-760-1573 
Dolores (cell) 306-728-8199 

COMPUTERIZED LONG ARM QUILTING
76 Halifax Ave., Melville, SK

We Salute our
Canadian Veterans

LEMBERG 
BUILDING 
SUPPLIES

PH: 306-335-2222

426 B Main Street 

 | 306-745-9160

On the 11th Hour
of the 11th Day

of the 11th Month
We will 

Remember 
You

The Matthews Family and Staff of
Matthews Funeral Home

Melville, SK

> parklandcollege.sk.ca   |   306.728.4471

We have the right course for you!
Located in:

Melville, Yorkton, Fort Qu’Appelle, 
Esterhazy, Canora and Kamsack

From broken pipes 
and clogged drains 
to water heater or 
furnace repairs and 
eveything electrical, 
one call does it all!

429 Main Street, 
Melville, SK

one call does it all!

24-Hour 
Emergency 

Service

Renee Beddome 
Independent Watkins Manager 

ID #398265
PH: 306-728-5673

info@worldsbestnaturals.com

www.worldsbestnaturals.com
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