
October is 

AGRICULTURE MONTH

Publishers of The Melville Advance,
The Fort Times and The Whitewood and Grenfell Herald Sun



2 Grasslands News
September 20, 2019 Fall Agriculture Edition

Contact us or visit our showroom in Melville for a free estimate.

Melville, SK • (306) 728-2211
www.centuryglassltd.com

email: centuryglassltd@sasktel.net

Save the GST on your 
Window, Doors, and Blinds on 
orders placed in September 

Stock Window
CLEARANCE
SSttoocckk  WWiinnddooww

Fall sale

Coleman’s have made 
honey for nearly a decade

As sweet as honey
Don Coleman of Beresina Bees scrapes out honeycomb from the hives to 
start the process of creating his honey. This is just one of many steps in get-
ting his product ready for consumption. 

SUBMITTED | THE MELVILLE ADVANCE

By Scott Savard
Grasslands News 

Don Coleman and his 
family have been working 
with bees for many years 
and have gained a lot of 
knowledge about honey 
and the insects’ tenden-
cies in the process.

In what started as a 
family experiment after 
marrying his wife, Laura 
Coleman, it has turned 
into a business named 
Beresina Bees producing 
fresh wildflower honey 
for everyone to enjoy. 

“This was my wife’s 
idea; her mother’s family 
were beekeepers in Man-
itoba. In the Brandon 
area, she has an uncle 
and cousins who are big 
commercial beekeepers. 
They have thousands of 
hives. For a couple of 
summers, she went and 
worked for them as a 
summer employee. She 
caught the bug you could 
say and got interested in 
it. When we got married 
and moved to an acreage, 
she started talking about 
how she would like to 
get honey bees. She then 
talked me into it,” Cole-
man explained.  

For the process of 
making honey, there are 
many steps involved. 
Coleman will start with 
about four boxes that are 
near an alfalfa field. In 
the spring the bees will 
start collecting pollen and 
nectar until late June.

“Usually in late June 
or July, we can start 
checking to see if there is 
enough honey there. This 
year I put four boxed on 
each hive and by the first 
week in August they had 
filled all of those up. We 
then take those boxes off 
and put new boxes on 
that are empty. Those 
boxes have about nine or 
ten frames that are just 
filled with honeycomb,” 
he said.

“We scrape the wax 
that’s on top because they 
cap it all with wax when 
the honey is mature and 
ripe. We put it in a spin-
ner called an extractor, 
it spins in a circle and 
the honey flies out to the 
edge and drips down. We 
collect it, put it through 
a strainer to take out 
things like wax, propolis 
and maybe even parts of 
bees that can be stuck in 
there.” 

  With Beresina Bees 
honey it’s not as filtered 
as some people or com-
panies would do giving 
the honey more nutrients 
then if it were filtered. 
The straining process 
Coleman does takes out 
the impurities and holds 
nutrients from the pol-
len and enzymes in their 
honey. The taste of the 
honey is depending on 
the flowers which the 
bees interact within the 
creation of the honey.

“It can be quite distinct 
depending on what flow-

ers the bees have been 
foraging on. That is kind 
of the main thing that 
affects what the honey 
turns out like,” Coleman 
mentioned.

“If you buy it when it’s 
very processed from the 
store. It tends to be more 
standardized because 
they mix honey from all 
over the place and maybe 
even put in things like 
corn syrup. They heat it 
up and super filter it and 
it becomes almost just 
sugar syrup.”      

Coleman’s family 
started with one hive and 
eventually grew to six 
hives. After going to six 
hives they came to a con-
clusion it was too much 
for what they wanted to 
produce. Since then they 
have tried to maintain it 
to two to four hives.

With managing many 
hives at once, Coleman 
has seen how swarms are 
produced which can cre-
ate new hives and a loss 
of bees. 

“They do have to be 
managed; you can’t just 
leave the hives and I 
guess one thing that can 
happen is if they run out 
of space in the hive to 
store honey, it can drive 
them to swarm.”

 “Each hive has one 
queen, if they decide 
they are going to swarm, 
the existing queen will 
start raising new queens. 
That’s how they replace 
the hive is the old queen 
will take half the bees and 
fly off somewhere to find 
a new home and leave 
the new queen in the old 
hive. You lose half your 
bees when they do that.”

Coleman in experienc-
ing a swarm which hap-
pens usually in late June 
when they are filling up 
the honey has been able 
to create new hives in the 
process which he jokingly 
said was an interesting 
experience.

“What happens is 
when the bees leave, they 
usually start sending out 
scouts in advance to find 
a new home. They will 
leave the hive and cluster 
on a nearby tree usually. 
When they are doing that, 
it is much louder than 
usual. We were out in the 
yard and we could hear 
this dull roaring sound.” 

“We went looking 
and there was a cluster 
of bees just hanging on 
a tree. The first time it 
happened we didn’t know 
what to do, we looked at 
it debated, and I believe 
Laura (wife) tried calling 
her uncle on what to do. 

Before we could figure it 
out, they took off across 
the field and we jumped 
on the quad to chase 
them, but they got away 
on us. You could just see 
this cloud of bees like in a 
cartoon going across the 
field,” Coleman continued

After they couldn’t 
catch the bees in time 
the Coleman’s attempted 
a different approach that 
wouldn’t result in chas-
ing a cloud of bees down 
any field. 

“The next time what 
we found out was, as 
long as it’s a low enough 
branch you just set a box 
of brew underneath and 
if you go up to it and 
just shake the branch 
and if you do it carefully 
enough the bees will just 
fall into that box. As long 
as the queen goes into the 
box, the bees will cluster 
around the queen and 
they will decide this is a 
good home and just stay 
there,” he said.

“We have done that 
a few times. It’s been a 
while though; we haven’t 
had a swarm that we have 
noticed for a few years.”

When they got up to 
six hives, they were able 
to help give away two 
hives to some friends who 
were attempting beekeep-
ing. After a harsh winter, 
Coleman’s friends lost all 
their hives and gave them 
a couple of theirs. They 
came loaded the hives in 
the back of a truck and 
took the bees to their 
place.

Coleman explained 
that one thing he had 
to get used to was get-
ting stung by bees while 
making the honey. After 
finding out his wife and a 
son who was interested in 
beekeeping were allergic 
to the sting, Coleman has 
had to maintain a lot of 
the work himself. 

“They have had to 
quit working with them 
– although our oldest 
son that’s away at school 
right now he’s kind of 
interested and think s 
maybe when he gets set-
tled in his career that 
he would be interested 
in getting back into it,” 
Coleman added.

“Other than that, we 
just get more honey than 
we can deal with. We can 
get hundreds of pounds 
of honey in a good year. 
We have just been selling 
it mostly to friends, fam-
ily, neighbours, churches, 
work and occasional mar-
kets. Now we got it at the 
Melville Advance, which 
makes it a lot nicer to 
have it in town where 
people can just stop and 
pick it up.” 

If Beresina Bees were 
to get any bigger they 
would have to invest a lot 
more in equipment just 
to manage Coleman ex-
plained. Hiring workers 
hasn’t been on the mind 
either and would rather 
keep it as a hobby busi-
ness for now.  

“Each hive has one queen. 
If they decide they are going 
to swarm, the existing 
queen will start raising new 
queens.” 

- Don Coleman



By Sarah Pacio
Grasslands News 

An English proverb states that, “necessity is the 
mother of invention.” This rings true for grain eleva-
tors. With the westward expansion of Canada came the 
need to develop innovative methods for storing and 
shipping grain. Grain elevators were born from this 
necessity and have since become an icon of the west-
ern provinces. 

When settlers arrived in the region around Grenfell 
in the 1800s, successful farming endeavors produced 
large crops that needed to be transported from the 
prairies to distribution centres in the eastern part of 
the country. Initially, farmers carried grain from their 
farms to the rail line in horse-drawn carts. At a plat-
form beside the tracks, the grain was loaded into rail 
cars by hand, either loose or in sacks. J.B. Linnell de-
scribed the tedious, backbreaking method for measur-
ing and shipping wheat in the book Grit and Growth:  
“In December 1893 I took a load of grain to Grenfell. 
George Powell was the grain buyer. He wanted some 
help to load the small car – seven or eight hundred 
bushels. I helped him. We loaded the car the hard way, 
by filling a two-bushel box and carrying it into the car 
and dumping it. I earned enough to buy my wife a pair 
of slippers.”

Over the next few years, a better method was de-
vised for weighing grain and transferring it from 
farmers’ carts to railway cars. An article published in 
The Grain Growers’ Guide on Sept. 13, 1911 provided 
a detailed description of the new elevators that were 
“simple but effective… an elevator for the convenience 
of the farmer.” The new system allowed farmers to 
drive their wagons up a ramp and dump loads of grain 
onto a scale. Elevator legs transferred the grain from 
the scale to a cleaning mechanism with screens for 
sifting out impure grain. Afterwards the grain was 
weighed again and chutes directed the product to 
specific bins for shipment. Precautions were taken 
against mixing types of grain and against fire hazards 
within the building.

Soon the wooden structures were being erected all 
along the Canadian Pacific Rail and other lines. Gren-
fell was no exception to this and by the early 1900s the 

community boasted six elevators along the north side 
of the tracks. 

George Powell and Edward FitzGerald established 
the Grenfell Milling Company at the turn of the cen-
tury. In the 1890s the company became one of the first 
to build a grain elevator in Grenfell. The thriving busi-
ness complex was located on the east side of the town 
included the elevator and an adjacent mill. The build-
ing burned down in 1926 and was never rebuilt.

A second elevator constructed in the 1890s belonged 
to Brady, Love and Tyron. John Love and Charles 
Tyron also owned a department store in Grenfell. 

Later the Canadian Consolidated Grain Company op-
erated the elevator, until the United Grain Growers
Ltd. (UGG) acquired that company’s assets. 

Ogilvies, a Montreal-based milling company estab-
lished in the 1800s by a Scotsman named Archibald 
Ogilvie and his descendants, also operated an elevator
in Grenfell. It was situated on the train tracks at the
north end of Desmond Street, and is visible in early 
photos and postcards of Grenfell’s main business
street. The Saskatchewan Wheat Pool obtained the el-
evator in the 1980s and designated it as Pool A.

- SEE GRAIN ELEVATORS, 4
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A salute to 
Agriculture Producers

I would like to express my appreciation 
to our agriculture community for the 
enormous contribution you make to our 
province’s economy.

Steven Bonk, 
MLA

MOOSOMIN 
CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St. • Moosomin, SK

Grain elevators become icon on the prairies

Miniature replicas
In the early 1900s, six wooden grain elevators stood along the train tracks in Grenfell. Miniature replicas 
now form an eye-catching row across the front lawn of the Grenfell Museum.

SARAH PACIO | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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It cannot be stated enough, just how much the entire Ag 
sector means to this province as illustrated by the chart of 
our major Saskatchewan exports in 2018.    

Th ank you to all our Farmers, Ranchers and Ag Businesses 
that support our Ag sector.

2018 Export 
Diversity

Source: 

19093DA1 Grain elevators a prairie icon
- continued from 2

A fourth elevator initially desig-
nated “Farmers” was located between 
Desmond and Anderson Streets.  It was 
later owned by the National Grain Com-
pany and then Cargill.

The next elevator to the west was 
originally run by McLaughlin but later 
bought by Paterson Grain. Manito-
ba-born Norman M. Paterson founded 
that company in Ontario in 1908 and 
began constructing elevators in west-
ern provinces soon after. The Paterson 
elevator in Grenfell burned down in the 
1950s and was rebuilt at its original lo-
cation on the west side of the Anderson 
Street rail crossing. “In the 1980s they 
built the new one where it is now [at 
Alice Street] and then they moved the 
other one from the original location and 
attached the two,” recalled long-time 
resident Ron Wolfe. This is now the 
only wooden grain elevator still stand-
ing in Grenfell.

The Northern Grain Company owned 
Grenfell’s westernmost elevator in the 
early days. Eventually the Saskatche-
wan Wheat Pool acquired it and called 
it Pool B. The company then added a 
third elevator, Pool C, even further 
west. 

Most of the elevators in Grenfell 

were still operating in the 1960’s but as 
the decades passed, more efficient meth-
ods began replacing them. “They were 
mostly taken down in the 1990s,” Wolfe
stated. “Pool A, B, and C were disman-
tled because the company change to 
high throughput systems like the one 
east of Grenfell now.”

Although most of the elevators in
Grenfell did not stand the test of time,
Peter Wysoskey of Wolseley, sought to
preserve history by constructing rep-
licas. In 2005 he built six models with
signs indicating the company that orig-
inally operated each one. These stood
beside the Grenfell Tourist Booth for 
several years and provided a unique 
feature for the location. 

When the Tourist Booth closed last 
month, the miniature elevators were re-
located. They now form an eye-catching 
row across the front lawn at the Gren-
fell Museum. Museum chairperson Joan 
Velestuk said the replicas have caused
drivers to slow down for a closer look 
as they pass along Wolseley Avenue. Al-
though the original elevators are gone,
Velstuk, Wolfe and others hope that the 
replicas will be a reminder to future 
generations of the innovation and in-
dustry of Grenfell’s founders.

Early years
An early photo of the Grenfell 
Milling Company and lumber-
yard, with other grain elevators 
visible in the background.

GRENFELL MUSEUM | GRASSLANDS NEWS

Present time
Paterson is the only old-style 
grain elevator still standing in 
Grenfell today.

SARAH PACIO | GRASSLANDS NEWS
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Sask. Wheat urges feds to take trade action on durum
The Saskatchewan Wheat Devel-

opment Commission (Sask. Wheat) is 
calling for the Government of Canada 
to undertake World Trade Organization 
(WTO) action to lift country-of-origin 
labelling (COOL) restrictions on durum 
in Italy.

“The recent action taken by the Gov-

ernment of Canada on behalf of Ca-
nadian canola farmers was a positive 
step,” says Sask. Wheat Chair Laura 
Reiter, referring to the announcement 
of the WTO resolution case Canada 
has taken against China for restricting 
canola imports. “Similar action needs to 
be taken on durum as there has been 

a severe financial impact on Canadian 
farmers since Italy began their COOL 
requirements for durum two years ago.”

Italy was once the top importer of Ca-
nadian durum, importing over 1 million 
tonnes annually. That has dropped since 
the COOL requirements were adopted in 
2017, to just over 328,000 tonnes in the 
2017/2018 crop year. As Saskatchewan 
produces 80 to 85 percent of Canada’s 
durum crop annually (almost 4.6 million 
tonnes in 2018), this trade action has 
taken a significant toll on the industry 
and on durum farmers across the prov-
ince.

“The prospects for durum farmers to 
find a market for their crop have gone 
down and we have seen this reflected in 
the seeded acres declining,” says Sask. 

Wheat Vice Chair Scott Hepworth, who
grows durum on his farm near As-
siniboia. “We need the Government of
Canada to settle this dispute, as Sas-
katchewan durum farmers are losing
out on potential market opportunities.”

Sask. Wheat will be correspond-
ing with the Minister of Agriculture
and Agri-Food, the Hon. Marie-Claude 
Bibeau, and the Minister of Interna-
tional Trade Diversification, the Hon. 
Jim Carr, on taking further steps to re-
solve this dispute. Sask. Wheat will also
be seeking meetings with each minister 
to discuss Italy’s COOL restrictions and
other matters of importance to Sas-
katchewan wheat producers following 
the upcoming federal election.

Weed control application

Use registered products according 
to the label instructions

The Saskatchewan Wheat Devel-
opment Commission (Sask. Wheat) is 
reminding Saskatchewan wheat pro-
ducers to only use products registered 
for pre-harvest application of weed 
management to dry down weeds such as 
volunteer canola in wheat crops, and to 
always apply these products according 
to the label.

“I have heard from several farmers 
that volunteer canola is a problem this 
year,” says Laura Reiter, Sask. Wheat 
Chair. “There are several options avail-
able to them for pre-harvest weed man-
agement, but they have to make sure 
they are spraying registered products 
when the crop is at the right stage, and 
are allowing for the right interval be-
tween spraying and harvest.”

Similar to applying pre-harvest gly-
phosate, producers must always wait 
until seed moisture content is less than 
30 per cent in the least mature areas 
of the crop before applying other her-
bicides. Traces of the product can be 
absorbed by the plant, leaving residues 
behind if applied when the moisture 
content is above 30 per cent.

“At this time of year, always talk to 
your grain buyer or local elevators to 
see what is acceptable when you are 
delivering it later in the year,” adds 
Reiter. “What you do now can have an 
impact on Canada’s ability to export our 
wheat to global markets, many of which 
have low thresholds for several of the 
products we use.”

Prior to spraying for pre-harvest 
weed management in wheat, remember 
the following information:
 • Products containing glufosinate are 
not registered on wheat and cannot be 
applied to wheat under any circum-
stances.
• Products containing saflufenacil are 
acceptable for pre-harvest application
• Weeds controlled for pre-harvest weed 
management include improved dry 
down of volunteer canola (all types in-
cluding Roundup Ready), common rag-
weed, Canada fleabane, redroot pigweed, 
and wild buckwheat.
• Pre-Harvest Interval (PHI) - harvest 
should not occur until at least three (3) 
days following application.

PRINTING MADE
Upload your design | Design online | FREE design templates



With harvest season 
upon us, we offer some 
tips that drivers should 
keep in mind when shar-
ing the road with farm 
equipment. Not only at 
harvest but during all the 
time. 

• Farm equipment is 
very slow moving, and 
if you find yourself be-
hind farm machinery, 
treat it like you would 
any slow-moving traffic: 
be patient and pass only 
when it’s safe to do so.

• Farm equipment is 
often much wider and 
longer than expected, so 
make sure you give your-
self plenty of time and 
space to safely pass.

• Farmers are usually 
only transporting their 
machinery from one field 
to another, so they won’t 
be on the roads for a long 
distance; be patient – you 
won’t be behind them for 
long.

• The operator of the 
farm equipment may not 
be able to see you, so 
make sure you give them 

plenty of room. 
•  The driver of the ma-

chine might not be able to 
signal their intent to turn 
or slow down, so slow 
down to anticipate any 
sudden movements.

Facts/Stats
Fortunately we don’t 

see a high number of 
collision on our roads in-
volving farm equipment. 
However, August is when 
the most collisions of that 
type occurs, on average.  
Between 2013-2018, Sas-
katchewan averaged 3.8 
collisions in August in-
volving farm equipment 
on public roads.

Collisions that occur 
on a public roadway and 
any of the following crite-
ria are met:

• Estimated repair 
costs for all vehicles and 
property exceed $5000

• Bodily injury or 
death occurs

• an unregistered or 
unidentified vehicle is in-
volved

• a vehicle registered 

outside of Saskatchewan 
is involved

• a vehicle is towed 
from the scene as a result 
of the collision

• drug or alcohol im-
pairment is apparent.

**Data for 2018 is con-
sidered preliminary at 
this point.

6 Grasslands News
September 20, 2019 Fall Agriculture Edition

The farmers and stockmen of this community contribute greatly 
to the area’s economy.  We salute you for your efforts now, 

and hope you benefit from those efforts in the future.

• Farm, Personal & Corporate 
Tax Preparation & Planning 

• Accounting and Auditing Services 
• Financial Statement Preparation

• Bookkeeping Services

MILLER MOAR GRODECKI 
KREKLEWICH & CHORNEY

Chartered Professional Accountants

PART TIME OFFICES

www.millerandco.ca

MELVILLE ESTERHAZY GRENFELL

• Passenger Service - Melville to Regina

• Courier Service 
• Moving and Delivery

• Large Item Transport

Check out our points of service and rates
www.dicaltransport.ca

306-730-9252
We Salute all

Agricultural Producers

FCC review show modest increase in farmland values
Average farmland values in Canada 

are showing only modest increases for 
the first half of 2019, according to a re-
view by Farm Credit Canada (FCC).

The national average for farmland 
values fell from a 6.6 per cent increase 
in 2018 to a three-per-cent increase in the 
first half this year. If this increase holds 
steady for the remainder of this year, it 
will be part of a five-year trend of soften-
ing growth in average farmland values.

“There might be some minor mar-
ket adjustments along the way, but the 
days of sharp increases in farmland val-
ues have been replaced by more modest 
growth,” said J.P. Gervais, FCC’s chief 
agricultural economist.

FCC’s review showed lower increases 
from 2018 in British Columbia (2.7%), 
Alberta (1.6%), Saskatchewan (2.9%), 
Ontario (3.3%) and Quebec (2.8%), while 
Manitoba (6.2%) showed a slightly 
higher increase. Publicly reported trans-
actions in four Atlantic provinces have 
yet to be reviewed and assessed.

Average farmland values have in-
creased every year since 1993; however, 
increases were more pronounced from 
2011 to 2015 in many different regions. 
In 2015, the average increase was 10 
per cent, and since that year, Canada 
has seen more moderate single-digit in-
creases in average farmland values.

“Now we appear to be moving into a 
time of cautious buying, where produc-
ers are focusing more on improving pro-
ductivity and building resilience in their 
operations,” Gervais said.

Most Canadian farms continue to 
be in a good financial position and the 
overall farm debt-to-asset ratio remains 
lower than the 15-year average, so many 
producers are in a position to purchase 
land if it’s part of their business plan.

“The balance sheet is still strong, but 
uncertainty in markets and the fact that 
farmland values have climbed rapidly in 
the past may be giving some producers 
reason to pause,” Gervais said. “Others 
may have already expanded their opera-
tions and are now exploring other stra-
tegic investments.”

Changes in commodity prices, un-
certainty around global trade and some 
challenging weather conditions may 
have also taken some of the steam out of 
farmland values. Producers can prepare 
for these unpredictable circumstances 
by maintaining a risk management plan 
while remaining focused on the big pic-
ture, according to Gervais.

“Demand for Canadian agricultural 
products is projected to remain strong 
at home and abroad in 2019-20, so there 
is a long-term positive future in agricul-
ture,” he said.

Combining straight

using their straight cut headers.
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Sharing the road with farm equipment

Unregistered Farm Equipment Collisions*
Year Collisions Injuries Fatalities
2013 35 9 0
2014 26 7 0
2015 25 12 0
2016 31 9 1
2017 19 10 2
2018** 12 10 2



The Honourable Marie-Claude 
Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food, announced an investment of 
more than $700,000 under the Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership’s AgriCompe-
tiveness Program for two projects that 
support leadership in Canada’s young 
farmers.

The Canadian Young Farmers Forum 
will receive $616,627 to provide young 
Canadian farmers with business capac-
ity skills as well as learning, network-
ing and peer support opportunities to 
increase the profitability and efficiency 
of their operations. Activities under 
this project will include farm business 
management training, an outreach cam-
paign, and social media activities.

In addition, Canada’s Outstanding 
Young Farmers Program will receive 
$100,925 towards their three-day na-
tional recognition event. This event is 
held each year to recognize young farm-
ers that exemplify excellence in their 
profession and promote the tremendous 
contribution of agriculture to Canada 
and its economy. Seven regional com-
petitions lead up to the national event 

where farmers between the ages of 18 
and 39 are nominated by peers and in-
dustry based on how their farm business 
has developed, used innovations, solved 
environmental issues, exemplified best 
financial and business management, 
farm safety and created public trust.

Quotes

“The future of agriculture lies in the 
hands of the new generation and that 
is why our government is committed 
to supporting young farmers. We are 
proud to support the Canadian Young 
Farmers Forum and Canada’s Outstand-
ing Young Farmers Program – both pro-
vide invaluable networking, mentoring 
and skills training opportunities. We 
also encourage young farmers to take 
leadership roles in the sector and share 
their perspectives to help strengthen 
our innovative agricultural sector 

across Canada.”
- The Honourable

Marie-Claude Bibeau,
Minister of Agriculture and AgriFood
“The Canadian Young Farmers’ 

Forum greatly appreciates the govern-
ments continued investment in our pro-
gramming and activities, which is vital 
to the organizations success. With this 
financial contribution, we will continue 
to support Canadian famers, by offer-
ing networking opportunities, provid-
ing education on topics not found in a 
traditional classroom, leadership skills 
development and business management 
and planning preparedness training to 
help young farmers succeed in agricul-
ture. The CYFF is pleased to be able 
to continue to strive to support young 

farmers’, age aged 18-40 from coast to
coast, in a variety of capacities, along 
with the government of Canada.”

- Guenette Bautz, General Manager,
Canadian Young Farmers’ Forum

“Canada’s Outstanding Young Farm-
ers Program appreciates Agriculture 
and AgriFood Canada’s contribution to 
our national event. It is good to know 
that our federal government sees the im-
portance of recognizing young farmers 
who excel in their profession and make 
a contribution to the Canada and the 
world’s economy. The federal contribu-
tion allows farmers from across Canada 
to meet and share their ideas.”

- Carla Kaeding, Program Manager, 
Canada’s Outstanding Young

Farmer Program
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The Bentley  94 Russell Dr, Yorkton  306-782-5552 • reveraliving.com  

Enjoy the 
season. 
Without 
the stress. 
This winter, shake off the snow and 
come try retirement living with us. We 
offer special winter stays that let you 
enjoy the season in style, including 
spacious suites, comfort foods and 
the warmth of good company. 

Call today to learn more.

HAUSER’S MACHINERY LTD.
Hwy. #15 West, Melville, SK

TEL: (306) 728-2101 — TOLL FREE: 1-888-939-4444
www.hausers.ca

“Proudly serving the agricultural and industrial communities since 1947”

HAUSER’S MACHINERY LTD. – QUALITY SERVICE AND COMPETITIVE PRICING... EVERY DAY

Heavy Truck and Trailer Safeties, Repairs and Service
SGI Safety Inspections
Fully Stocked Parts Dept.
Journeyman Truck and Trailer

    Mechanic on Duty 

- Complete machine shop service
- Mig, tig and stick welding
- Large inventory of industrial 
  and ag parts
- Crosby shackles, tow straps
- Gr. 70 - 100 hooks and slings to 
  100,000 lb. cap.
- Wide load signs, tarp straps, 
  load binders

Steel - 
round, rebar, sheet metal and mesh
- Custom shearing, forming 
  and fabrication
- Mobile welding unit
- Bearings, seals, hubs, pulleys 
  and sprockets
- PTO yokes, roller chain and links
  by OCM  to #100 series

  threading to 4 in.
- Sch 40 - 80 - 160 pipe

Grade 8 bolts - metric 10.9 bolts
- Trailer hitch accessories

  beacons
- L.E.D. lighting

Government of Canada invests in young farmers

• The AgriCompetitiveness Program, 
under the Canadian Agricultural Part-
nership, supports sectorled activities 
that identify industry best practices and 
build the capacity of the sector, advance 

farm business management, farm safety information and tools, as well as ac-
tivities which raise agricultural awareness.

• The Canadian Agricultural Partnership is a five-year, $3 billion invest-
ment by federal, provincial and territorial governments to strengthen the ag-
riculture and agri-food sector.

• Established in 1997, the CYFF’s purpose is to provide a multi-faceted edu-
cational and development opportunity for young and beginning farmers from 
across Canada.

• Canada’s Outstanding Young Farmers has been in operation for over 38 
years. The long term goal of COYF is to build alumni that provide an agricul-
tural resource for young beginner farmers, established farmers, agri-business, 
the media and urban sectors

Quick Facts



Whether it is information, conflict or crisis, the 
first step is communication. Call before the problem 
becomes a crisis. The Farm Stress Line can help if you 
are managing farm difficulties by providing support 
for farmers and ranchers.

The Farm Stress Line can help by:
• Clarifying the problem or concern and work with you 
toward a solution;
• Connecting you with the appropriate organization, 
professional or program that best suits your needs; 
and/or
• Listening and supporting in a safe, neutral and 
non-judgmental environment.

Stress on the farm
Rural families deserve credit for working hard to 

meet the challenges that are often beyond their con-
trol such as weather, pests, disease, high-input costs, 
volatile markets and low financial returns at the farm 
gate.  Many Saskatchewan farm families have off-farm 
income, which, in turn, may result in additional pres-
sure which can lead to fatigue and burnout.

Farmers and ranchers who endure high levels of 
stress may find that it has negatively affected their 
health and has reduced their quality of life.  High 
stress can compromise personal safety and affect fam-
ily relationships.

Some symptoms of stress can include:
• Stomach distress
• Unexplained headaches
• Back pain/and or generalized aches and pains
• Muscle tension
• Chest Pain
• Chronic fatigue
• Insomnia or disrupted sleep
• Change in appetite
• Irritability or anger out of proportion to the situation
• Forgetfulness
• Trouble making decisions
• Inability to relax and/or concentrate
• Relationship problems, hard on self, family or others
• Depression/withdrawal
• Over reliance on over-the-counter medication
• Substance abuse

• Thoughts of and/or attempts at suicide
It’s important to have a medical check-up and talk 

to your doctor if you are experiencing some of these 
symptoms

Managing Stress
There are ways of dealing with stress and we can 

learn to recognize and manage it.  Some positives steps 
to take:
• Exercise
• Eat a balanced diet
• Take time for yourself
• Avoid alcohol and drugs
• Don’t isolate yourself
• Separate those things you can control from those that 
are beyond your control
• Deal with problems - avoidance only complicates 
them
• Focus on solutions rather than dwelling on the neg-
atives
• Base decisions on accurate information
• Set priorities and proceed step-by-step. Don’t try and 
solve everything at once
• Talk to others - Often by talking to a trusted person, 

you can gain a perspective that may lead to practical
solutions. You may come up with alternatives that you
have not considered.

Calls to the Farm Stress Line are answered by Mo-
bile Crisis Services, a non-profit, community based 
agency providing crisis intervention services in Sas-
katchewan since 1974. 

Farm Stress Line Toll Free: 1-800-667-4442, 24 hours 
per day. Seven days per week. We respect confidenti-
ality. There is no call display.
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AGRICULTURAL COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

INDUSTRIAL

Canora 306-563-5592    Preeceville 306-547-5592
Melville 306-728-5585   Regina 306-359-5592

Yorkton 306-782-5592

STRUCTUREDCABLING

CERTIFIEDVOICE/DATA

TRENCHING
EXCAVATION

SINCE 1983

SOLAR
SYSTEMS

SERVICE CHANGES

FIRE ALARM

SYSTEMS

BACK UP

GENERATOR

Phyllis Armstrong
CPA, CGA

For your

Accounting
TAXATIONNeeds

7  Lalonde St. Whitewood, SK.

(306) 735-2284
parmstrongcga@sasktel.net

  a.m. to  
p.m.(Closed for lunch)
After hours by appointment only

Proud to Support
Agriculture Businesses

Michael’s Family Fashions Ltd. (Yuen’s S & D)

Farm Stress Line - Support for farmers, ranchers
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Subscribe to your local Grasslands News Newspaper
 - The Melville Advance
 - Fort Qu’Appelle Times
 - Whitewood Grenfell Herald Sun

Make the
choice !

Phone: 1-844-GNG-NEWS  or 1-306-728-5448 Ext. 222

E-mail: contact@grasslandsnews.ca

www.grasslandsnews.ca 

- We are a small local business
- We employ local people
- We contribute to the local economy
- We pay local taxes
- We tell local stories

   and groups
- We promote business and growth with   

- We feature your friends, family & 
   Businesses
- We keep community public record
- We keep governments accountable!

WHY 
SUBSCRIBE?

SUBSCRIBE 
EARLY AND SAVE
October $25* | 
November $30* |

December $36* |
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�   �   �       @mosaicincanada

mosaicco.com

20% 10% 10%
Decrease of freshwater 
used per tonne  
of finished product

Decrease of total  
energy use per tonne  
of product

Decrease of GHG  
emissions per tonne  
of product

At Mosaic, we took  
charge of our future.
Since 2012, the Potash Business 
Unit has achieved reductions  
in 3 major areas: 

As one of the world’s largest suppliers of potash, we consider 
this mission one that carries a vast responsibility.

We help the 
world grow  
the food 
it needs.

Canadian potash 
GHG emissions  

are only 29% of the  
global average – 

leading the world  
in terms of low  

GHG output.
Source: Carbon Footprint for Canadian Potash Production, 

Cheminfo Services Inc., 2018.
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Using soil carbon to combat climate change
Researchers are using synchrotron 

light to better understand the impact of 
climate change on more than three tril-
lion metric tonnes of soil carbon around 
the world.

Using the Canadian Light Source 
(CLS) at the University of Saskatche-
wan, scientists from across the United 
States investigated the plant root mech-
anisms that control long-term storage of 
carbon in deep soil. 

Their findings will have ramifica-
tions for global industries such as agri-
culture, which have touted the benefits 
of carbon sequestration as their contri-
bution to fighting climate change.

“The significance of our work is we 
not only show that plants are conduits 
of carbon into the soil, but the roots also 
regulate how much carbon the deep soil 
can store or lose,” said Dr. Marco Keilu-
weit, a biogeochemist at the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture in the University 
of Massachusetts.

 Although root-derived organic com-
pounds such as decaying roots, plant 
stems and trunks are recognized as an 
important source of soil carbon, the 
role of roots as a weathering agent that 

breaks down rocks and primary miner-
als has been overlooked, according to 
Keiluweit.

Not only does root-driven weathering 
help to sequester carbon on soil miner-
als for centuries or longer, but it can 
also release stored carbon from miner-
als, which is then lost to the atmosphere 
as climate-active carbon dioxide.

 Climate change influences how 
plants interact with soil, Keiluweit 
noted, with the increased concentration 
of atmospheric carbon dioxide leading 
to faster plant growth and producing 

more root growth and root biomass.
“What we are showing here is that 

roots influence the formation of helpful 
mineral-organic associations by provid-
ing some of the minerals that can en-
gage with organic matter, but then at 
the same time can destroy or disrupt 
some of these protective associations in 
later years,” said Keiluweit.

“The role of the CLS in the project 
was critically important because it 
helped us resolve micron-scale miner-
al-organic associations,” Keiluweit said. 
“The CLS enabled us to identify both 
the nature of organic matter and the na-
ture of minerals, and their physical ar-
rangement together in mineral-organic 
associations.”

As for the impacts of the finding, 
Keiluweit points to the agricultural sec-
tor as an example. When you consider 
root activity in deeper soil, the question 
becomes one of the net effect—are you 
forming protective mineral-organic as-
socations or destroying them, he said.

“Periodic droughts impact agricul-

ture systems and, currently, a lot of ef-
fort goes into developing and planting 
crops that are deeper rooting to access
water,” he said. “Deeper roots are bet-
ter for yields, but it may release carbon 
that has been protected at depth.”

“On the flip side, our findings can
also identify soils with potential for in-
creased carbon storage at depth. Then
you can have crops that not only extract 
water but also help deep storage of car-
bon,” Keiluweit added.

He hopes their study will help the ag-
riculture sector to consider what crops
and soil will be best for combatting cli-
mate change.

Keiluweit is the corresponding author
of his group’s recent paper, Root-driven 
weathering impact on mineral-organic 
associations in deep soils over pedogenic
time scales, published online by Science-
Direct. His graduate student, Mariela
Garcia-Arredondo, is first author, and
some of the group’s research was con-
ducted using the spectromicroscopy (SM)
beamline at the Canadian Light Source.

1-800-667-6996 
126 2nd Street Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

duraline@sasktel.net
duralinemedicalproducts.com

DURALINE
Medical Products

Your community... your newspaper!
Call 1-844-GNG-NEWS (ext. 222) to renew or subscribe today.
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Don McMorris, MLA
Indian Head – Milestone

306-771-2733

mcmorris.mla@sasktel.net

Building a Strong 

Saskatchewan

Together

A mortgage pre-approval can help 
you obtain the home of your dreams.
Shop with confidence knowing how much you can afford.  
Get a CIBC Pre-Approved Mortgage Certificate, which signals 
to sellers that you’re serious, and guarantees your mortgage 
interest rate for 120 days.

All mortgages are subject to credit approval. Certain conditions and restrictions apply.  
CIBC Cube Design & “Banking that fits your life.” are trademarks of CIBC.

Call me today to learn more.
Laura Wittig  
Mobile Mortgage Advisor 
306 531-3346 
1 866 293-3616 
laura.wittig@cibc.com

The lighter side of life down on the farm
By Donna Beutler

Grasslands News 

“What was that?!” I 
said to my husband as I 
sat straight up in bed, my 
sleep rudely interrupted. 
The clock read 5:30 a.m.

“Rooster,” he said. 
“Name’s Joe.”

It was our first night 
back on the farm this fall 
– our son and his fami-
ly’s farm to be technical 
– where we often stay in 
our camper during har-
vest. It was late August 
and after our first day 
in the field, having com-
bined a whole 23 acres of 
peas, we had settled into 
our temporary home just 
before the rain started to 
fall.

“Joe? A rooster?” I 
said. “There are no roost-
ers here!” Yeah, well 
apparently that spring 
chick order for 26 lay-
ing hens included a lit-
tle surprise in the form 
of a rooster, one that 
starts crowing early in 
the morning, as roosters 
tend to do. Since I am a 
guest on the farm, I did 
not suggest chicken and 
dumplings for supper. 
I suspect however that 
my daughter-in-law has 
maybe wondered the 
exact same thing.

With any luck, we 
hoped, the weather would 
smarten up and we would 
be back harvesting soon 
and though our camping 
spot is not quite like the 
one we had at the lake 
over the summer, we are 
comfortable enough – the 
view not of lake and trees 
but rather the barn and 
corrals. But it’s a good 
view because it reminds 
us of the life we so love. 
Did I say love? Possibly 
that word wasn’t how we 
were quite feeling after 
rain shut us down on 
each of the two or three 
harvest days that we had 
over a 10-day stretch.

“Wow,” I said to our 
twin grandsons (now 
eight) one evening “two 
days and 100 acres, not 
good for this time of 
year.” Without missing 
a beat, two voices re-
sponded with the same 
exact words at the same 
exact time: “Three days. 
120 acres.” ‘Men of few 
words, just like their 
dad,’ I thought to myself. 
“Well, that puts us at 
nearly five per cent com-
plete,” I said as they told 
me where they had been 
combining and on which 
days they had been rid-
ing along with their dad. 
All I could think of was 
that I haven’t even done 
my first meal-in-the-field 
yet and the days are get-
ting very short.

The twins gave a 
slight re-cap of the day, 
happy I think to be on the 
farm and not at school. 
“Grandpa plugged his 
combine, he’s been down 
all day” one said. “Semi 
broke down too,” said 
the other. “Had to get 
Uncle’s grain truck,“ 
they continued, “and the 

auger broke.” they said. I 
must have had a bit of a 
pained look in my face at 
all this depressing infor-
mation but they quickly 
assured me, “it was our 
auger though, not Grand-
pa’s.” I laughed. An 
auger down is an auger 
down but they did their 
best to make it sound not 
so bad.

With the intermit-
tent rain and no need 
to run from town to the 
farm as often, I needed 
some things to do to fill 
up my days, though my 
days were a little crazy 
with seven kids around 
during the latter part of 
August. One was in a 
cast, one was sick with 
the flu and one was a 
tad homesick for mom. 
Some farm wives might 
find themselves in the 
kitchen creating make-
ahead freezer meals for 
the field or perhaps bak-
ing up a storm. Me? 

I gravitate more read-
ily to my shop where 
my saw and tools await 
me or to the yard to un-
dertake some project I 
have envisioned. This of 
course between diaper 
changes, snack times and 
several reminders to tone 
it down so the neigh-
bours don’t report us. 

On this particular day, 
with seven children un-
derfoot, I decided to cut a 
two-foot square of lawn, 
six inches deep, out of 
my backyard lawn, ready 
for the installation of fire 
bricks for an eventual 
fire pit. I was pleased 
with the result and threw 
the strips of sod into 
the kids’ wagon with a 
plan to finish laying the 
bricks the following day 
and dispose of the sod 
strips.

The next morning, in 
the calmest voice ever, 
I heard my husband say 
(as he pulled back the 
curtains), “Why is there 
a hole in our lawn?” I’m 
thinking he is probably 
pretty used to me doing 

my own thing because he 
had zero reaction other 
than to ask the ques-
tion and exit the house, 
headed for the field. I am 
almost certain he didn’t 
even hear my answer.

The story of the lawn 
sort of progressed from 
there. The grandkids, 
unbeknownst to me, took 
the strips of sod that I 
had not yet disposed of 

and laid them side by 
side on the slide platform 
of the play centre.

“Wow,” I said to them 
when I saw their work-
manship, “that looks 
really nice!” The entire 
platform, approximately 
three-feet square, was 
covered in sod. 

Then it struck me – 
how could they have had 
enough sod from a two-
foot square to cover a 
three-foot square wooden 
platform? Indeed, they 
had more sod than I had 
ever dug out. 

And sure enough, as 
I looked across the yard 
I spotted a number of 
missing gaps of lawn, all 
freshly dug out. I guess 
you could say they’re in-
novative if nothing else. 

As I made supper that 
day I kept hearing a ham-
mering sound but in my 
haste to make the most 
perfect, tastiest meal 

ever (as if), I paid no at-
tention until I went to 
oversee the reseeding of 
the most recently dug sod 
strips.  

And there, to my 
surprise, were three 
youngsters hard at work 
hammering the sod down 
with three and a half 
inch spikes. 

“This is in case of a 
tornado,” the twins said. 
“Yeah, the grass will 
never blow away,” their 
seven-year-old cousin 
chimed in. 

I didn’t bother men-
tioning that the grass 
will simply brown off 
and die, though Mrs. S 
from next door (retired 
teacher) would have 
used it as a ‘teachable 
moment’ I’m sure – you 
know, about roots and 
growth and nutrients and 
such. I guess it’s just as 
well that I didn’t explain 
how the grass would just 

die because now, two and 
a half weeks later, that 
grass on the play centre 
is still as green as the 
day it was dug!

And so the days have 
gone by, the kids are 
back in school, the com-
bines sit (mostly) idle 
and I am imagining the
feel of the sun beating
down on us, the dust 
blowing across the fields
as the combines roll, and
the grain pouring into 
the combine hopper. 

Sunsets, tailgate sup-
pers, ride-alongs on the 
combine for the kids 
– and hope – hope for a 
yet-to-be-harvest, safety
for my guys (well all of
us and all of you farmer
readers too of course), 
a few laughs along the 
way, and a journey to-
wards my favourite word 
for this time of year – 
done! 
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CLEARVIEW LIVESTOCK & ARENA
Jim & Connie

Chaplin

FEATURING:
• Indoor & Outdoor Arena • Arena Rental

Horse Boarding - Year Round Lessons,
• Clinics & 

Arena Phone 306 332-7494
Jct. Hwy. #10 & #35 S. Fort Qu’Appelle, SK

www.clearviewarena.com

FEATURING:

Be safe around power lines this harvest season
Situational awareness, 

staying rested key to 
avoiding tragedy

SaskPower is issuing 
a reminder about farm 
safety around electrical 
infrastructure as the 2019 
harvest season gets un-
derway.

“Farm machinery com-
ing into contact with pow-
erlines is unfortunately 
a common occurrence, 
despite the fact that it is 

completely preventable,” 
said Kevin Schwing, Sask-
Power Director of Health 
and Safety. “These inci-
dents can lead to equip-
ment damage, lengthy 
unplanned power out-
ages, injuries and even 
death.”

Since April 1, 2019, 
there have been 240 re-
ported incidents of farm 
machinery contacting 
electrical equipment. 

Here are some steps you 
can take to stay safe this 
harvest season:

• Prevent fatigue by 
getting proper rest, drink-
ing plenty of water and 
taking breaks throughout 
the day.

• Plan your work in ad-
vance, lower equipment 
to the lowest possible 
level during moving, and 
use a spotter to prevent 
contact with overhead 

power lines.
• If you plan to dig 

call 1-866-828-4888 or visit 
www.sask1stcall .com. 
SaskPower-owned under-
ground power lines will 
be marked so you can 
stay clear of them.

If your farm equip-
ment contacts a power 
line, stay in the cab and 
call SaskPower at 306-310-
2220 or call 911. However, 
if the vehicle has caught 
fire, you must exit:

• Make sure no wires 
are in your way.

• Cross your arms and 
put your feet together.

• Jump as far away as 
you can and hop at least 

10 metres, or 33 feet away 
– Do not touch your vehi-
cle.

SaskPower’s safety 
ambassadors are sharing 
these messages across 
Saskatchewan, visiting 
farm auctions, farmers’ 
markets, local businesses 
and major agricultural 
events. The safety ambas-

sadors visited more than 
150 communities and 260
businesses last year and 
are on track to meet that 
number again this year.

For more information
on electrical safety, in-
cluding prevention and 
steps to take if you hit a 
power line, go to www.
saskpower.com/safety

Canada’s two national 
railway companies, CP 
and CN Rail, both saw 
record grain hauls in the 
past year. Both rail lines 
filed their performance 
reports to July 31, as well 
as their 2019 – 2020 grain 
plan.

“In spite of the agri-
culture trade disputes 
that we have around 
the world, which have 
suppressed prices, the 
volume of grain is sub-
stantial. 

Assuring our export 
markets that we can 
move our high-quality 
grain is crucial to our 
ongoing success,” stated 
Daryl Fransoo, Saskatch-
ewan Director of the 
Wheat Growers.

Grain movement from 

the past years faced many 
different challenges, some 
of which were addressed 
through Bill C-49, which 
received Royal Assent in 
May of 2018. 

The outcome of the 
legislation has provided 
greater accountability 
and forward reaching 
work plans to everyone’s 

benefit.
“Seeing these levels 

of grain movement gives 
growers cautious opti-
mism as we move into 
harvest and plan for the 
next growing season. 

We hope that the effi-
ciencies gained will lead 
to further investment in 
rolling stock and the in-
frastructure needed in 
order to continue match-
ing the upward trend 
farmers have been achiev-
ing since gaining access 
to open grain markets,” 
closed William Pallister, 
Manitoba Director of the 
Wheat Growers.

Record grain movement 
for CP and CN

Unqiue as your farming operation. We have 
a team of experts ready to find a solution 
that works for you and your business. 

Meet with a business advisor today! 

1.800.667.7477

conexus.ca

Recognizing our Agricultural 
Producers during this busy 

harvest season.
Take care our there!

Candidates announced for
Sask. Wheat Director election

The Saskatchewan Wheat Develop-
ment Commission (Sask. Wheat) has 
received nominations from seven Sas-
katchewan wheat producers for three 
available positions on the Sask. Wheat 
Board of Directors. Two of those nomi-
nations from local area farmers.

The 2019 candidates for Sask. Wheat 
Director positions are:
• Jocelyn Velestuk (Broadview)
• Brady Sproat (Kipling)
• Scott Hepworth (Assiniboia)
• Lesley Kelly (Watrous)
• Garth Massie (Biggar)

• Glenn Tait (Meota)
• Stewart Wells (Swift Current)

The election will open on Friday, 
Oct. 18 and will close on Friday, Nov. 
29 at 4 pm. Ballots will be sent to all 
registered wheat producers in October. 
Producers will have the option to vote 
electronically or via a mail-in, paper 
ballot. The results of the election will be 
announced in early December and the 
three successful candidates will be in-
stalled to the Board of Directors at the 
Sask. Wheat Annual General Meeting 
on Jan. 13, 2020.
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Lipton Location 
Phone: (306) 336-2260 www.blairs.ag 

 
Granular, Liquid & NH3 Fertilizer
Canola & Forage Seed
Crop Protection Products
Agronomy & Precision Services
Animal Nutrition Products

McLean Location 
Phone: (306) 699-2822 

HILLSIDE WELDING 
Keith Lang, Melville SK 
1-306-728-4095

Services 
• Welding
• 

• Break Work
• Shearing
• Aluminum 
• Reynolds 
  Roller Chain

• Bearings
• Hydraulic Hose   
  Repair
• Grade 5 & 8 
  Bolts
• Metric Bolts 
• Trailer Parts

To everyone in the Agricultural Industry 
of Saskatchewan, have a safe harvest season.

Wheat commissions commit nearly $18M to research
The Saskatchewan Wheat Develop-

ment Commission (Sask Wheat), the 
Alberta Wheat Commission (AWC), and 
the Manitoba Wheat and Barley Grow-
ers Association (MWBGA) committed 
a combined $17.9 million to 81 wheat 
research projects during the 2018/2019 
crop year.

The investments will benefit farm-
ers with the development of new wheat 
varieties with improved genetics along 
with innovative research into pest 
management, agronomic practices, and 
grain storage. 

The commitments of the three Prairie 
wheat commissions have helped lever-
age $76.6 million in total funding for 
these projects from all funding sources, 
including the governments of Canada, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba, 
as well as universities and private in-
dustry.

The funding for the previous crop 
year includes a commitment to the Ca-
nadian National Wheat Cluster (Wheat 
Cluster), a five-year research agreement 
worth nearly $25 million which includes 

funding from Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada through the Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership’s AgriScience 
program as well as Sask Wheat, AWC, 
MWBGA, and seven additional producer 
and private organizations. 

The Wheat Cluster is being adminis-
tered through the Canadian Wheat Re-
search Coalition (CWRC), a partnership 
of Sask Wheat, AWC, and MWBGA.

“The diversity of projects that Sask 
Wheat was able to invest in this year on 
behalf of Saskatchewan wheat farmers 
will create new opportunities, build on 
innovative research, and enhance the 
long-term viability of growing wheat,” 
said Laura Reiter, Sask Wheat Chair. 
“Collaborating with AWC, MWBGA, 
and the organizations participating in 
the Wheat Cluster enhances our efforts 
as a commission and strengthens the 
prospects for Canadian wheat in the 
global marketplace.”

“Investment in research aimed at 
improved farm-gate returns is AWC’s 
top priority,” says Janine Paly, AWC 
research chair. “With new projects in 

our portfolio ranging from helping to de-
termine the value of beneficial insects to 
closing the yield gap through agronomy 
and strengthening access to premium 
CWRS varieties, we look forward to see-
ing results. 

And now with the CWRC serving as a 
collaborative investment model, we are 
able to further maximize value for west-
ern Canadian wheat farmers by work-
ing alongside our counterparts Sask 
Wheat and Manitoba Wheat and Barley 
Growers Association.”

“The MWBGA continues to fund re-
search projects that will improve the 
profitability of Manitoba wheat grow-
ers,” says Fred Greig, MWBGA chair. 
“The various projects meet the strate-
gic research priorities the board laid 
out, with research focused on variety 
development, fusarium head blight, ni-
trogen and protein management, excess 
moisture management, and use of plant 
growth regulators. We are also pleased 
to work closely with our sister wheat 
organizations in Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan to further wheat research across 
Western Canada.” 

The commissions committed the 
following amounts to research in the 

2018/2019 crop year:
• AWC committed $6.6 million to 46

projects, including over $2.6 million to 
19 projects under the Wheat Cluster. 
This includes $282,000 committed to
Dr. Brian Beres (Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada) to quantify the yield gaps 
across the Prairies and to determine op-
portunities to sustainably improve yield 
through management practices. This 
project is also funded by Sask Wheat, 
MWBGA and Alberta Innovates.

• Sask Wheat committed over $8.8 
million to 48 projects, including over
$3.1 million to 15 projects under the 
Wheat Cluster. A key project will be re-
search into fusarium head blight (FHB) 
resistance by Dr. Randy Kutcher of the 
University of Saskatchewan’s Crop De-
velopment Centre. This project, which
Sask Wheat is providing over $317,000
to over three years, focuses on seeking
new sources of resistance for FHB and 
in understanding the resistance mecha-
nisms. This project is also being funded
by the MWBGA.

• MWBGA committed $2.5 million to
42 projects, including over $933,000 to 
16 projects under the Wheat Cluster. 
This includes funding committed to ni-
trogen management and a multi disci-
plinary approach to the development of 
tools and techniques to manage extreme
moisture.

• The three commissions co-funded 36
of the 81 total projects.

Letter to the Editor                                                
Dear Editor,

Grain companies have never liked the Canadian Grain Commission (CGC) with 
its mandate to “regulate the industry in the interests of producers.”  For over 100 
years the CGC has had the legal responsibility to stop grain companies from using 
faulty weights, grades and inspections, because all too often these companies have 
deliberately tried to cheat farmers to make higher profits for themselves. Some things 
never change. 

Over the past couple of decades, the CGC’s ability to do its job for farmers has been 
eroded by governments influenced by lobbying from the grain companies.

The CGC has been most seriously undermined when governments have appointed 
Chief Commissioners who previously worked for -- and whose thinking and values 
are aligned with – the very grain companies they are now tasked with regulating.

Over the past several months, Agriculture Canada and the grain companies, in 
concert with the current senior staff of the CGC, have been re-writing the Canada 
Grain Act, mostly behind closed doors . Grain company foxes are advising on how to 
guard the producers’ hen house. 

Their proposed changes to the Act – a grain company wish list -- will be put in 
front of the new Minister of Agriculture immediately after this fall’s federal election, 
with the expectation it will be quickly passed into law by Parliament. This wish 
list will call for the repeal of the CGC’s mandate to “regulate the industry in the 
interests of grain producers”. Changing the CGC’s role from policing the industry, 
safeguarding the fairness, quality and integrity of Canada’s grain system to instead 
becoming merely an optional service provider to the grain companies, would cause 
huge losses for grain farmers. Sidelining the referee would fix the game in favour of 
the companies.

Farmers are fighting back against the seed companies’ efforts to force farmers to 
beg (and pay) to save and re-use seed  we grow on our own farms. Now farmers need 
to stand up to the grain companies’ efforts to grab total control of all aspects of the 
grain handling and marketing system. This election, farmers need to make sure all 
their federal candidates know that the Canadian Grain Commission and its mandate 
to protect grain farmers’ interests are essential to maintaining a healthy farming 
sector in Canada. 

- Stewart Wells
Swift Current, SK

October
is Ag
Month

in Sask.

Thanks
to those
who help 

put food on
our plates
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Producers granted extension to repay cash advances
Farmers form the backbone of rural 

communities across Canada. They are 
integral to expanding our middle-class 
and strengthening our economy. The 
Government of Canada remains com-
mitted to growing Canada’s agricultural 
sector by ensuring all farmers have the 
support they need to manage significant 
risks that threaten the viability of their 
farms. 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Minister 
Marie-Claude Bibeau announced re-
cently that crop producers impacted by 
recent market disruptions may now be 

eligible for an additional six months to 
repay 2018 cash advances under the Ad-
vance Payments Program (APP).

“Our government is working closely 
with our farmers to meet their needs 
and is taking many concrete steps to 
help them deal with the current market 
turmoil. 

This Stay of Default will give them 
more flexibility and the room to ma-
neuver so they can better manage their 
liquidity, “ said the Honourable Ma-
rie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food

 The Stay of Default, which covers 
advances on grains, oilseeds and pulses, 
will provide additional flexibility to 
repay advances for farmers that may be 
facing lower prices, reduced marketing 
opportunities or a decrease in farm cash 
income. 

The decision comes following recent 
changes made by the Government of 
Canada to strengthen the APP by in-
creasing the maximum loan limit for 
all farmers to $1 million and the inter-
est-free portion to $500,000 for canola. 

The six-month Stay of Default to 
March 31, 2020, will provide producers 
with more time to repay their 2018 out-
standing advances. The Stay of Default 
was granted at the request of nine pro-
gram administrators. 

The Government of Canada will also 

continue to pay interest on the inter-
est-free portion of farmers’ outstanding
advances until March 31, 2020, for those
commodities.

Producers who received a 2018 APP 
advance from any of the nine participat-
ing administrators could be eligible for
the Stay of Default and are encouraged
to contact their respective administra-
tor for more details.

Participating administrators are the 
Agri-Commodity Management Associa-
tion, Alberta Sugar Beet Growers, Al-
berta Wheat Commission, BC Breeder 
and Feeder Association, Canadian
Canola Growers Association, Manitoba
Corn Growers Association Inc., Man-
itoba Livestock Cash Advance Inc., 
Producteurs de Grains du Québec and
Western Cash Advance Program Inc.

216 Main Street, Balcarres, SK, Box 970, S0G 0C0
Phone: (306) 334-2401 — Fax: (306) 334-2705

Email: balcarresagencies@hotmail.com — Website: www.balcarresagencies.saskbrokers.com

Thanks for Helping 
Feed the World

Balcarres Agencies Ltd.

For all your insurance needs.
Residential - Commercial

Auto - Hail - Farm

OPEN
Monday thru Friday

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

open over lunch

Gov’t of Canada invests over
$3.4M in canola research

The Government of 
Canada made an invest-
ment of up to $3,457,985 
for SaskCanola to study 
genomic resistance, pa-
thology and integrated 
crop management, which 
will help improve man-
agement practices and 
decrease incidences of 
emerging and established 
diseases.

“Cutting-edge canola 
research is vital to Ca-
nadian canola producers. 
I’m proud to announce 
this federal investment, 
which will help growers 
increase yields and stand 
out in global markets,” 
and the Honourable Ma-
rie-Claude Bibeau, Min-
ister of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food

The research project 
aims to further control 
Blackleg in canola and 
understand more about 
the emerging disease 
Verticillium Stripe in 
Canada. This is part of a 
multi-faceted approach to 
ensure increasingly sta-
ble trade in the future.

“Canadians are proud 
of our world class canola, 
which began as a scien-
tific innovation in Prairie 
research facilities about 
50 years ago. The indus-
try creates thousands of 
jobs and opportunities 
for Canadians, and we’re 
committed to seeing it 
continue to thrive,” said 
the Honourable Ralph 
Goodale, Minister of Pub-
lic Safety and Emergency 
Preparedness and Mem-
ber of Parliament for Re-
gina-Wascana

The project, funded 
through the Canadian Ag-
ricultural Partnership’s 
AgriScience Program, 
builds upon a previous 
announcement up to $12.1 
million under the same 
program for the Canola 
Council of Canada to ad-
vance the growth and 
profitability of the sector.

 “It is critical for our 
industry to lead these 

strategic research goals 
alongside partners 
Canola Council of Can-
ada and Alberta Canola. 
Our objective is to ensure 
farmers have access to 
the latest technology to 
manage pests in their op-
erations, while also pro-
viding quality assurance 
to our global customers,” 
said Bernie McClean, Re-
search Chair, SaskCanola

Quick Facts
• Canola has been the 

largest crop in Canada 
in terms of farm cash 
receipts since 2010, and 

accounts for more than 
one-fifth of all cropland.

• The Canadian Ag-
ricultural Partnership 
is a five-year, $3 bil-
lion investment by fed-
eral, provincial and 
territorial governments 
to strengthen the agricul-
ture and agri-food sector.

• The AgriScience Pro-
gram is a five-year, $338 
million initiative which 
supports leading edge dis-
covery, applied science 
and innovation driven by 
industry research priori-
ties.

Open Monday to Friday

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
and 1:00 to 5:30 p.m.
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Yorkton, SK S3N 3R2 

www.smithsteelservice.com

Hwy. #52 West  Yorkton, SK 
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“We salute our Saskatchewan 
farmers. Whether big or small, 

they make our agriculture 
something to be proud of”

1106 Wolseley Ave, Grenfell, SK

306-697-2500

Donald G. Orr
(306) 525-2191

dorr@wwobllp.com

We are proud to support our
Saskatchewan
Agricultural
Producers

Dear Editor,
While harvest will take top billing 

in farmers’ minds as we put in the long 
hours that lie ahead of us, other issues 
have to be considered. Two of the most 
important are Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada’s (AAFC) attack on farmers’ right 
to freely use our own seed, and AAFC’s 
seemingly unsupervised rewriting of the 
Canada Grain Act -- including the Cana-
dian Grain Commission’s (CGC) mandate 
to regulate in the interests of producers.

Many farmers have a sense of what’s 
being presented, and what’s at stake, 
with AAFC’s attempt to bulldoze farmers 
on the seed issue. After years of exten-
sive lobbying by seed industry groups, 
and almost no input from farmers, AAFC 
presented two completed industry-de-
signed “solutions” to their fabricated 
problem. 

In both cases, “End Point Royalties” 
and “Trailing Contracts”, government 
regulations would be passed to turn 
control of Canada’s seed system over to 
corporations and force farmers to pay 
tens of millions dollars annually to seed 
companies. Their plans could destroy 
Canada’s public plant breeding system, 
and cause the loss of our reputation for 
top-quality grain

Now it appears that AAFC has em-
barked on a similar mission to revise the 
Canada Grain Act, including the mandate 
of the CGC. The Grain Act was passed 
and the CGC was created in the early 
1900s to protect farmers from the preda-
tory practices of the grain companies and 
railroads. The Act and the Commission 
are the sole remaining institutions that 
place the interests of farmers to the fore-
front, and they are as necessary now as 
when they were formed.

With the active participation of the 
Chief Commissioner of the CGC, AAFC 
has settled into the CGC’s Winnipeg of-
fice, pushed aside the two appointed 
farmer Commissioners, and has held 
multiple meetings with representatives 
of the grain industry. They are report-
edly preparing a plan that will strip 

farmers of the protections put into place 
over a hundred years ago, and replace 
them with an industry wish list that will 
clear the way for the likes of Cargill, Vit-
erra and Bunge to decide the rules of the 
grain trade.

Meetings with some government MPs 
have revealed a grave concern with this 
process. Questions have been raised di-
rectly with federal Agriculture Minister 
Bibeau’s office. However, answers about 
the process and the players involved 
have been non-existent.

This leads to the conclusion that at the 
very least, AAFC staff and the Chief Com-
missioner of the CGC have embarked on 
a revision of both the Canada Grain Act 
and the Canadian Grain Commission’s 
mandate guided solely by the wishes of 
the grain companies. Under these con-
ditions, it is impossible to believe that 
farmers’ interests will be defended. 

If this is the case, farmers will end 
up with another mess like the so-called 
“Value Creation” seed royalty deba-
cle. Farmers will again be faced with a 
stacked deck when AAFC employees trot 
out a finished product and expect farm-
ers to approve it. 

All of this brings into question who 
is determining agricultural policy in our 
country. Is it the government officials 
we elect and who are responsible to Ca-
nadian citizens? Or is it unaccountable 
employees of AAFC who are allowed to 
implement corporate agendas to the det-
riment of farmers?

The Minister of Agriculture’s refusal 
to investigate the serious questions 
raised by these issues is unacceptable. 
There is still time for this Minister to 
step forward and answer the concerns of 
farmers directly affected. Any review of 
the CGC and the Canada Grain Act must 
be immediately stopped, and an entirely 
new start made only when bona fide 
farmer representatives are at the table. 

     - Cam Goff
     Vice President of Policy

     National Farmers Union 

Letter to the Editor                                         

Box 129 – 731 Lalonde Street
Phone (306) 735-2210

THANK YOU 
Saskatchewan Ag Producers
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What is clubroot?
Clubroot is a soil-borne disease 

caused by the pathogen, Plasmodio-
phora brassicae. Clubroot affects the 
roots of cruciferous field crops such 
as canola, mustard, camelina, oilseed 
radish, and taramira, and cruciferous 
vegetables such as arugula, broccoli, 
Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, 
Chinese cabbage, kale, kohlrabi, rad-
ish, rutabaga, and turnip. Cruciferous 
weeds (such as stinkweed, shepherd’s 
purse, and wild mustard) can also serve 
as hosts.

Root infection of host plants by the 
clubroot pathogen results in swelling of 
the root tissue (galls), which reduces the 
plant’s ability to obtain water and nu-
trients from the soil, resulting in yield 
loss. The level of yield loss will be re-
lated to the amount of pathogen in the 
soil, the susceptibility of the host crop 
and the environmental conditions.

Symptoms
Clubroot-infected roots will have 

swollen root tissues (galls).
 Clubroot galls will initially appear 

white and fleshy. Later in the season 
they will start to decompose and appear 
rotten.

 Above-ground symptoms of stunting, 
yellowing and premature ripening may 
occur. These symptoms may indicate the 
presence of a clubroot patch, but could 
also be associated with other diseases or 
adverse environmental conditions. As a 
result, it is important to examine plant 
roots for the presence of clubroot galls.

Clubroot disease development
The clubroot pathogen overwinters 

in the soil as long-lived, hardy resting 
spores. The resting spores may sur-
vive in the soil for up to 20 years and 
have been documented to have a half-
life of two to four years. In the spring 
the resting spores germinate to produce 
zoospores. Zoospores have two flagella 
(tails) that enable them to swim very 
short distances in water or water film 
in the soil to come in contact with and 
infect root hairs.

During this initial stage of infec-

tion, no symptoms will be visible with 
the naked eye. Within the infected root 
hairs, the pathogen will multiply and 
form a plasmodium (a naked mass of 
protoplasm with numerous nuclei), 
which will divide to form secondary zoo-
spores. The secondary zoospores will be 
released back into the soil as the root 
hairs begin to decompose.

These secondary zoospores will then 
re-infect the plant roots and are able to 
cause infection in the interior of the root 
(root cortex). At this stage, the pathogen 
will form secondary plasmodia in the in-
fected cells and cause hormonal changes 
that result in an increase in cell size and 
cell number. This leads to swelling of 
the infected tissue, producing clubroot 
galls. The size of the gall will be related 
to the amount of pathogen in the soil 
present to cause infection. At low patho-
gen levels, galls will be small and have 
a minimal impact on yield compared to 
large galls, which occur when pathogen 
levels are high.

As the plasmodia mature they will 
divide into many resting spores, which 
fill the cells of the infected root tissue. 
At the end of the growing season, the 
galls will start to decay and release the 
resting spores back into the soil to cause 
infection the next time a susceptible 
crop is grown. Every time a suscepti-
ble crop is grown, more resting spores 
will be returned to the soil, increasing 
the pathogen populations and potential 
yield loss the next time a susceptible 
crop is grown.

Clubroot prevention
Clubroot resting spores survive in 

the soil and can be moved any way 
that soil can be moved. This includes 
soil movement on agriculture or indus-
trial equipment, vehicles, tires, shoes, 
animals, wind or water erosion, or 
contaminated inputs such as manures. 
Activities that move large volumes of 
soil are considered to have a higher 
risk, as do activities that move soil over 
large geographic regions and from re-
gions where clubroot is known to be 
present.

Soil remaining on air seeder opener

Soil remaining on air seeder opener
The focus of clubroot prevention is 

preventing the introduction of club-
root-infected soil. The following prac-
tices can be used to prevent clubroot 
introduction and minimize the spread 
of clubroot once it has been confirmed 
in a field and/or region:

Practice good sanitation to restrict 
soil movement;

Minimize traffic to and from fields;
Practice zero or minimum tillage, 

which will reduce the movement of clu-
broot-infected soil through water and 
wind erosion;

Create a separate exit as far as pos-
sible from the field entrance. Clubroot 

is often first found at the field entrance, 
and this area of the field will often have 
the highest concentration of the patho-
gen. Exiting the field as far as possible
from the field entrance will reduce the
amount of pathogen in the soil on equip-
ment leaving the field;

Post multiple “no trespassing” signs
to restrict the access of unauthorized 
vehicles; and

Notify occupants and landowners
who have access to the land if clubroot
has been confirmed.

Clubroot management
    Restrict movement of potentially 

contaminated soil on vehicles and
equipment;

Extend your crop rotation. Include a 
break of at least two years, preferably 
three, between susceptible crops even 
when clubroot-resistant varieties are 
used;

Grow clubroot-resistant varieties;
Scout canola crops by examining 

roots for the presence of clubroot galls. 
Focus scouting on field entrances, low
areas, and suspicious patches;

Collect soil and submit it to a labora-
tory for a DNA-based clubroot test. The 
test results will provide early detection 
of the clubroot pathogen and enable 
early management when pathogen lev-
els are low; and

 See the Clubroot Management and
Scouting Tips document for more infor-
mation.

The key to clubroot management is to 
keep pathogen levels low to allow con-
tinued canola production in the infested 
fields with minimum impact on yield.

Clubroot disease in canola - what you need to know
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Decomposing 
clubroot gall

October is Ag Month in Sask.

Thanks to those who help 
put food  on our plates
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Anthrax: a highly contagious
and infectious disease

Harvest begins
Like farmers across the region, Melville-area 
farmer Leonard Dales is scrambling to take 
advantage of the recent hot, dry weather to 
take off his crop. Dales says this oats crop 
grown on stubble only had 3-1/2 inches of 

-
ter than expected. Harvesting across much of 

LIN OROSZ | MELVILLE ADVANCE

WWW.UNIVERSESATELLITE.COM
ROCANVILLE, SK.

WWW.UNIVERSESATELLITE.COM

Anthrax is a highly contagious 
and infectious soil-borne disease 
caused by Bacillus anthracis, a 
relatively large spore-forming bac-
teria that can infect mammals. 
Anthrax is primarily a disease of 
herbivores, particularly bison and 
beef cattle. Anthrax infections are 
rare in humans.

The risk of anthrax is a high-
est after flooding and/or during 
drought and in alkaline areas.

Beef cattle and bison are most 
likely to contract the disease be-
cause they graze lower to the 
ground than many other herbi-
vores, often due to drought or 
management practices. It is also 
believed that the abrasive forages 
they consume can injure the mouth 
and allow the bacteria quick access 
to the blood stream. 

Three types of Anthrax
Gastrointestinal: Caused when 

bacteria spores from an infected 
animal are ingested. The most com-
mon cause of anthrax in beef cattle.

Cutaneous: Contracted via a 
skin wound. The most common 
way that anthrax is contracted by 
people.

Pulmonary: Caused when the 
bacteria are inhaled. This type is 
the most dangerous, but is virtually 
impossible for animals to contract 
under natural conditions. This type 
of anthrax occurs in rare situations 
where people are working directly 
with contaminated hides.

When an animal dies of anthrax, 
the bacteria is present in most tis-

sues of the body. If the tissues are 
not exposed to oxygen, the bacteria 
cannot form the spores that infect 
other animals, and quickly die off. 
However in most cases scavengers 
or carnivores open the carcass 
soon after death. Once the bacteria 
are exposed to oxygen, infectious 
spores begin to form.

Spores are tough, ‘egg-like’ mi-
croscopic structures that are diffi-
cult to destroy, and can survive for 
decades. Spores continue to live in 
the soil long after the animal has 
decomposed, especially in alkaline 
soils.  Anthrax spores end up deep 
in the soil and are brought to the 
surface when the ground is dis-
turbed, for example by:

• digging (wells, ditches, pipe-
lines, etc.),

• heavy rains,
• deep tilling,
 • overcrowded areas, or
• soil erosion (e.g. wind, water, 

or wallows).
The spores brought to the sur-

face can easily be ingested by cattle 
while grazing and cause infection.

Spores concentrate in low spots 
when floodwaters evaporate and 
infect cattle that drink standing 
water. During droughts, animals 
graze closer to the ground and may 
consume soil. Contaminated feed 
and soil excavation can also spread 
anthrax.

Clinical Signs
Anthrax in cattle has a very 

rapid onset. Once spores have been 
ingested, they infect macrophages 

(cells that are formed by theim-
mune system in response to an 
infection), germinate and begin to 
multiply. The cells then produce 
a lethal toxin that kills body cells 
and causes excess fluid to accumu-
late in body tissues. Once the bacte-
ria begin to multiply in the lymph 
nodes, the level of toxins in the 
body increase rapidly and cause 
tissue damage and organ failure. It 
is believed that the disease symp-
toms only last for 2-3 hours, so the 
most common symptom is sudden 
death. Very rarely observed symp-
toms are:

• trembling
• high temperature
• difficulty breathing
• convolutions and collapsing be-

fore death.
Anthrax is a federally reportable 

disease and in some provinces it is 
a provincially notifiable disease. 
Contact your veterinarian if you 
suspect anthrax on your farm. Do 
not cut the carcass open. 

If anthrax is responsible, you 
want to keep the carcass intact to 
prevent blood leakage and expo-
sure to air (which promotes an-
thrax spore formation). 

If the carcass has already been 
opened the spleen will be swollen, 
and there will be blood and fluid in 
the body cavities.

For any animal that dies sud-
denly and unexpectedly, cover the 
carcass with a tarp and call your 
veterinarian immediately. This 
will help prevent scavenging and 
disease spread.

October is Ag Month in Sask.

Thanks to our agriculture producers!
Stay Safe this Harvest!
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